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Would you like to include YOUR stories in 
this combat History? 

If you served with a unit during this time period that pertains to this 
report, we welcome you sending us your story. We may incliude it in this 
report in future printing. All that you need to do is: 

1) Write· down an interesting story to recount your experiences. It can be 
any length, usually 2 to 6 pages. Be sure to mention: 

a) which unit you were with and 
b) approximately when you served. 

2) Type written is preferred, but hand written is okay if it can be read. 

3) Please do not send us original documents, unless you indend to 
donate them to our archives. We cannot be held responsible for your original 
documents. We regret that we cannot return what you send us. You can, as 
an alternative, e-mail your story to us at pikeuas@erols.com. 

4) Sign the release and include it with the materials you send: 

I (name) have created this story and donat-
ed this document(s) royalty free to Thomas Pike and/ or Pike Military 
Research for indefinite use. 

Signature:---------- Date: ____ _ 

Address: 

Telephone number: ------------------

E-mail address: ---------------------
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OPl!RATION LEJEUI-lE 

The. defeat of the 3d North Vietnamese Army (NVA) Division and its three· 
·main force regments has been the primary military objective of the 1st A:i.T 
Cavalry' Division since the Binh Dmh Pacification Campaign commonly knOWJl 
as the battle of Binh Dinh was initiated in mid-September 1966. That Campaign, 
which presently continues in rershing, the fourth component operation, 
progressed in stages through Operations Thayer I 1 Irving, and Thayer II. A 
capsule analysis'of the Division's scheme of maneuver during these four 
operations from September 1966 through March 1967 will demonstrate the over­
whelming success of this Campaign. These victories forced the main enemy 
forces out of Binh Dinh Province, which in conjunction with other militarJ 
obj~ctives, led to: the Air Cavalry's commitment for Operation Lejeune. 

·.' 

. In Thayer I two brigades of the Divis:ton uprooted t,..,o of the 3d NVA 
· Division' s·.-.three regiments from their rear base and logistical supply areas 
in -the Kim Son Valley. (Hap 1) This was accomplished by a series. of thorough 
sear~h and destroy missions. The enemy chose not to stand and fight, but 

. ·instead retreated eastward into the coastal plains along the South China Sea • 
. It was in this-coastal area that Operation Irv.ing commenced in early Octobe~ 

with. the -deployment of three Free \'lorld Forcefl. around the suspected enemy 
"loc~tions. Republic of Korea (ROK~ units, as 'well as a division from the . 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam. (/illVN), joined the Air Cavalry to tighten the 
noose. The Free \'lorld l.U.litary Assistance Force (~vW\F) saturation of the · 
coastal area resulted in the witl;ldrawal of enemy main force remnants, which 
'Were able 'to escape the Irving· t"r~p, back to, mountain sanctuaries in the west.· 
Once again in hot pursuit, the D.J:'yi~ion uncqveJ:"ed this time the massivebase 
·and supply are~ 'Th the Soui Ca V~;ll'ey just southeast of the Kim Son. 

. . . . . -.<?·}~~(- . . ; . . • 
Operation Irving termiriated ;-<?1r October 24, 1966 and Thayer II commenced. 

,,thereafter. The objective in .Thaiex-· n was ·to continue exerting heavy 
pressure on the enemy units thro4Sbout ce~~ral-coastal Binh Dinh Province •. 
Battalion_sized operations were qo~ducted from Position Hammond, a division. 
forward conmand post and logistiq4J! resupply area, to the Bong Son River, 
and fran the sea coast westward t,¢'irthe Virih T~nh ·Valley. Simultaneously. 
a battali~~ of the First Ca~lry~~~\1. an .MtVN battalion operated north of · 
Bong Son on--the coastal plams ar~p;.: .lJl a search for the enemy. Again forced 
to move on, the enenzy- withdrew izt.·.tit.· e only possible direction - north and into 
the Bong Son Plain and the An La.dij{alley. Operation Pershing began on . 
11 February 1967 in response to ihtelligence reports that main force NVA units 
were massing on the Bong Son Plain to attack US/ARVN installations in the area. 
Thorough search and destroy operationa concentrated ib the coastal area and 
enemy main-force units were encountered and badly defeated.· The division 
.then shifted part pf its forces westward into the An Lao Valley, a rugged, 
foreboding a.rea, which for years had been the location of the 22d ;uvA Regimental 
Headquarters, as well as other enemy staging and base areas. These areas· had 
never before been challenged in force.. Reinforced by the three battalions of . ~ . 
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the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, the three brigades of the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division minus the Camp Radcliff socurity force and the battalion 
task force at Phan Thiet on Operation Byrd have in OpE:m:~t:ton Pershing maintained 
the pressure throughout Binh Dinh Province. Elements continued to operate 
in the Thayer !/Irving areas to prevent an enemy regrouping there while search 
and destroy activity continued in the north through the Bong Son Plain/An Lao 
Valley regions. The effect of the pacification campaign has been that two 
regiments, the 18th NVA and the 22d N'JA, of the .3d HVA Division have suffered 
severe logistical and personnel losses. Relentlessly pursued in every portion 
of the Province, th~se units were forced to find an area in which they could 
regain strength and reorganize ranks, an area that vTOuld be "safe", free from 
the pursuit and devastating tactics of the Air Cavalry. Consequsntly, the 
2d VC Regiment, as ear4r as mid-October 1966, retrec:.ted into Qus.ng Ng~.i 
Province and thereby avoided severe losses in B:iJ'lh Dinh Pro'l.rince. Thu 22d NVA 
.Regiment made two withdrawals :into Quang Nga:i. when the prr::ssure bacamc too 
severe during the month of March. Then'.l enemy retruRts to the north cc;>ntributed 
to the reasons for commencing Operation Lejeune on April 7th. 

The boundary between the Pro~ces of Quang Ngai in the north and Binh 
Dinh in the south establishes the demarcation line between the I Corps and 
II Corps Tactical Zones. (Map. 1) In all there are four Corps Tactical Zones 
which divide South Vietnam for Vietnamese military jurisdictional purposes. 
(Map 2) This same boundary line divided the US military effort, for to the 
north :in I Corps area was the III Marine Amphibious Force (MAF), and to the 
south was I Field Farce Vietnam, an A~ control headquarters commanded by a 
Lieutenant . General and to which the 1st Air Cavalry Division is directly 
responsible. 

Since its arrival in South Vietnam in September 1965, a period of nineteen 
months, the 1st Air Cavalr,y had never before operated outside the II Corps Area. 
As a matter of fact, no ~~unit had ever operated in the III M\F/I Corpa: 
territory. Therefore, it must have been with some sense of security that the 
enemy units crossed the boundary line, presuming, and reasonably so, that the 
endJ_ess pursuit by the "Cav" woUld not follow. This proved a mistaken assumption: 
however, for on -the 7th of April an air cavalry battalion task force assaulted 
into Due Pho, the southern most district of Quang Ngai and one of the two 
districts which were the target area of Operat~on Lejeune. 

The fact that these enemy units had withdrawn into Quang Ngai was not the 
on],y reason for the Division 1 s conunitment into the area. The general enemy 
intelligence picture in that province, and more particularly in the Due Pho 
District, was less than encouraging. Due Pho had been effectively controlled 

·b,y the VietCong and its political ar.m, the National Liberation Front (NLF), 
for more ·than ten years. S:ince late 1964 this pressure upon and control over 
the civilians had tightened considerably. With increased power, achieved 
ostensibly by political indoctrination, but more convincingly by torture and 
acts of terrorism, the VC sphere of influence grew until a well-developed 
infrastructure had matured from the sea coast as far inlnnd as Ba 'fo. The VC 
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· held a tight grip and it \rould take noth~ less than a major effort to break 
it. The legit.imate Government of Vietnam (GVN) controlled only lofo of the 

.land area in the District, which was, at best, a. small island around the city 
of Due Pho. The pro-Government population l'ra.s also esti..-aated at lo%. The 
remaining 90% of the District was unquestionably the enemy1s--he could, and did, 
roam at l-rill. The other 9\1% of the 100,000 residents of the district were·· 
either hard core VC, or had a father, brother or son who was VC, or were 
completely intimidated by the Viet Cong. In essence, the GVN was substantially 
~rless in the area. 

To maintain control, the VC insured that the preponderance of the 1istrict 
hamlets had strictly disciplined local guerriD.as, organized into 1-iell-anned · 
squads. The coastal villages of Pho La.i and Pho Xuan were sea infiltration· · 
routes through which large shipnents of weapons and materiel oftt:m passed. 
The VC stranglehold on rice production enhanced their control over the local 
popul.a.ce. Land \'ta.S taken. from the fanners and used to plant VC crops, :md 
those who retained their land to produce their own crops ,.,ere forced to make 
strict accountability for each rice harvest. The VC would predetermine the 
amount of rice each paddy should produce and estimate hm'l much the owning farmer 
and his family would need to survive until the next harvtlst; the VC would then 
demand and receive the remainder. ~iithout exception, rice is t.he critical 

· and basic staple of all enemy units in Vietnam whethvr main ·force or local 
guerrillas, and all these units throughout South Vietnam depend primarily on 
resupply by coerced civilians. AlSo, with increasod U3 pressure in Binh Dinh 
~vince, the rice tax b~dens had correspondingly incr~ased on the peasant 
in Quang Ngai. Without access to the rich rice areas in Binh Dinh, the VC were 
compelled to supplement their rations from elsewhere. 

It was·not the Free World Force policy that this state· of affairs should 
continue. On January 28th a Task Force of the 3d Br.ttta.lion, 7th Marines moved 
tram its northern base in Chu La.i into ·the Due Pho a.ref'. for Operation De Soto, 
a search· am clear mission to alleviate some of the enemy cont.rol in that 
District. Because the Harine battalion was restricted to ground mobility with 
very little helicopter support, its operations were li:nited and ha."n.lets were 
not cleared as quickly or as effectively as necessarJ. The Marjnes concentrated 
their operations around the city of Due Pho itself. To assist in the souther 
portions of the District, additional Marine battalions were committed. At the 
~ of February the Special Landing Force (SLF) of the lst Battalion, 4th 

, previously the general reserve of the III WLF at Okinawa., landed one 
can.p8JJ"3 ashore south of Sa Heynh and air assaulted t\-.10 others into two landing 

LZ) on the high ground to the north1-rest. Simultaneously, the 2/5 
·.n::u.·..u .. '"' were committed from Chu La.i to begin Operation Deckhouse VI l'rith the 

Marines, a search and clear mission to the southeast., south, and southwest· 
Puc Pho city, in an effort to expand the Marine influence and, concurrent~, 

GV!t contro:t in the District. Deckhouse VI was completed in ea.rly ¥ .• arch 
the 2/5 Marines returned to the Chu La.i Tactical Area of Responsibility 

and· the 1/4 Marines sailed back to· Okinawa to reassume the III 1-f!I.F 
.......... L., ..... reserve •. 
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The "J:/7 Marines remained in the vicinity of Due Pho city w.i th its organic 
four companies, reinforced by a company from the 2/5 Yerines, which stayed . 
behind as a roving and securing force in the area of operations (AO). 

· In the early inoilths of 1967--January, Pebruary, and H.3.rch-the III MAF 
units had noticed an increasing pressure from North Vietnam along the ·:.;,. · ... ··::: 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), the demarcation line established by the 1954 Geneva 
Accords dividing North and South Vietn&u until peeceful elections could be 
held unifying the country. The marked increase of enemy infiltration through 
the DMZ and across the 17th Parallel demanded that the Z..farines corranit in its 
defense· as many forces as could be collected. The l.fu.rines 1r.rere thin on the 
DMZ and 'the only way to get reinforcements was to pull units on TF X~ay from 
Chu Lai. Furthermore, the Marines needed to pull the 2/5 l.farines out of the 
Due Pho·District. The decision was made to extract the battalion and reposition 
it in·the northern portion of the I Corps area. The battalion could not be 
moved, however, without a replacement force, for to do so would completely 
strip t~t area of friendly troops and leave a vacuum in 1.-.rhich the VC could 
regain its lost control. Consequently Commander, United States l-li.litary 
Assistance Command, Vietnam (COMUSMACV~ looked for the most rosponsive unit 

.. to replace the Marines, and at that time, the 6th of April, it was the 1st 
· ··An--cavah-y Division. 

Although the 1st Cavalry Division was given less than twelve hours to put 
a battalion task force into the Due Pho area and less than tl1irty-six hours to 
increase that force"'f,o a b:r:igOOe .task fol'Ce the planning in high or headquarters tio 
a~ent the Marines in southern Quang Ngai had been contemplated for several 
months. Unfortunately, the planning had not progressed far enough nor fast 
enough which resulted in a 11 crash" program for the Division r s commitment. 
Several months earlier it was thought that the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Division would replace the Marines in Due Pho; but when the order came and 
there was ·an immediate need for a force, only the 1st Air Cavalry with its 
airmobility could react in time. 

Approxi.mateJ.i 10:00 PM on April 6th Division Headquarters received vocal 
orders from its higher headquarters, I Field Force Vi-3tnam., that a battalion 
task force had ;to be deployed into Due Pho by sunset the next day. Hurried 
preparations ~gan immejiate4r for what would be a fifteen day operr,tion. 

f 
The 6th of April was merely five days after ~~jor General John Norton, 

Divisionfi'ommander since 6 May 1966, had relinquished his command to Major 
General/John J. Tolson. General Norton was well-known and respected for his 
agg;ressiveness, h'is .relentless pursuit of the enemy, as shown particularly 
by· operations in Binh Dinh Province. Before his depn.rture General Norton had 
known that the enemy had retreated across the I/II CTZ boundary to avoid the 
"Cav'1 pursuit· ;tn was outspoken in his desire to go 11 north11 • It 1-Ja.S therefore 
not surprising o hear the prediction in his farewell remarks, 11\'le 1 re going 
north soon." eneral Norton 1 s intuition proved correct. 

. . I. 
. Gener~Tolson was in command only five days before he implement~~ ardors. 

fran higqer headquarters--an assault north. Lejeune was General Tolson 1 s first 

~ 
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initiated -operation as Division Commander. It was also the first time in 
Vietn&n that the Air Cavalry operated outside of the II CTZ; moreover, these 
fifteen days were going to establish a precedent in Air C<walry history, in 
US Anrry military history, and, in particular, US Army engineering history. 

The names and places associated with Operation Lejeune reflect a distinct 
Marine Corps flavnr. In its first assault into Quang Ngai Province, the 1st 
Air Cavalry wished to pay all due respects to the III MAF which had so long 
been responsible for the entirety of I Corps. The operation was named after 
Major General John Archer Lejeune, a Marine leader who served during both the 
Spanish-American vlar and World War I. The names of the lfmding zones and 
forward base areas {naming areas is usual in Vietnam for tho purpose of easy 
reference) read like a history of the US Marine Corps~iontezuma, Glli~dalcanal, 
Shoup, Semper, Tripoli, and others. 

The month of April is a transition month--the puriod betwean the northeast 
monsoon season and the southwest monsoon sea.son. Consequently, the general 
wind flow pattern was weak and variable. The temp~ratures and humidity 
increased; there were occasionF.l rain showers. No operations or. any air 
assault were in any way inhibited by nk~rginal weather. On the ground the 
Lejetme AO extended from the sea coast generally to the v-restern Quang Ngai/ 
Kontum Province boundary {including the two Districts--Due Pho and Ba To) ·and 
from the Quang Ngai/Binh Dinh boundary (E-W grid line 20) north into central 
Quang Ngai (E-W grid line 50). (Map 3) The 2d Brigade activity concentrated 
in Due Pho Dja trict. This area is characterized by vnrying terrain: coastal 
plains, ri~er valleys and rugged mountains. The coastal plains area runs 
north and south in the Due Pho District and consists of numerous open rice 
fields with scattered thickets of grass brush and forest. The great majority 
of activity and contacts in Operation Lejeune concentrnted in the flatland 
area. 

As already mentioned, the enemy units in the area of operations (AO) were. 
not· confined to local guerrillas. Intelligence sources had confirmed the 
presence of the Headquarters of the .3d NVA Division and of the 22d NVA Regiment 
and the presence of the entire 2d VC Regiment (three battalions), which was 
e:xpected to have regaL"1ed its full strength of 2,400 men. l•lso identified 
were the 4':>7th-S~pPe.r-:Batfalion, tlie 3Sth··a;nd·::4Btlil..'iO~al'..Foroe :· :':' - ~, :,·n· 
Battalions,. and the C-217 and v-.L9 Local Force Companies. It was probable 
that three·other infantry battalions were in the area, two main force and one 
loca). force. ;t'hese units were not completely idle and content merely to rest 
and" refit. l;t\ mid-March 1967 element.& of the 2d VC Regiment conducted a 
mortar atta9k against the US Marines position at Due Pho; moreover, the enemy 
had the capability to attack any US or IJWN position in' the area with two or 
.m.ore full'stre~h battalions, reinforced by regimental heavy weapons. Source. s 
showed -that all hree battalions of the 2d VC Regiment were in close proximity 
to Due Pho and i was believed that sea infiltrated supplies were coming into 
the. District be een Thach Than (3) (BS 8149) and Phan Than (1) (ES 8344) in 
the northern ~ • (Map 3) . . 
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M3amrhile, the 1st Cavalry continued its hurrj.cd preporations to comply' 
with the April 6th order for deploym:mt into the Lejeune AO. The frag­
mntary order 34-67 from I Field Force Vietnam which confirmd the verbal 
orders received the night before was dated 0'70545Z (5:45 a.m. on April 7th 
Greenwich :t-Ban Tiroo) and arrived in Division Hea.dquorters at 1:45 p.m. 
(Vietnam time) on the 7th. The order was clear and succinct as it had been · 
the previous night. It reiterated that there was a large enenv build-up 
along the DMZ and :in the Quang Tri-Tlma Thien and Quang Ngai areas for the 
anticipated sunmsr offensive which ho.d required III MAF to re1nforce its 
forces in the north. The Division mission was specific: relieve elenents 
of the Marines in Due Pho, construct and secure selected roads throughout 
the oreo. and cmduct, concurrently, search and destroy operations in Due Pho 
District. Tine was limited, for a battalion task force had to close Duo Phq 
by the evening of the 7th. A brigade headquarters, an additional battalion, 
plus the necessary brigade support units had to closo by the evening of the 
ath. S:i.nnltaneou.sly the Marines were to be relieved and air lifted to the 
nO:rth. Deployncnt transportation wculd be by organic division aircraft, bu~ 
if necessary, higher headquarters wou.ld support with additional C-7A Caribou 
aircraft. Initially all resupply would be by an engineer forword support 
activity (FSA) and organic aircraft untU a more effective nsons of sustained 
resuppcy was established. 

The i.nlnediate problem after the orders VJere received on the night of 
the 6th was to decide which one of the nine Air Caval.ry battalions should 
be alerted for deploy"JOOnt m such short notice. The obvious choice was the 
2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry of Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. ~tevensm which 
was in a preparatory posture at Camp Radcliff, the Division's base camp at 
An Khe ~ ready to conmsnce an operation in that :irJI!13diate vicinity. While 
this mission could be changed to divert the battalion :into the new AO, ther~ 
wore still tnlllerous arrangements which wou.ld have to be made. lt. great deal 
of planning was required to air assault the 2/5 task force over ninety-five 
kU0112ters for what would be sustained operations in Lejeune. The 2d DrigaQ.e 
Headquarters and the lst··'Dattalion., 5th Cavalry were also selected. · 
Lieutenant Colonel Fred E. Karhohs' 2d Brigade had just finished a sweep::ing · 
operation in the Crescent .Area. With these decisions made, Division Head­
quarters rublished its frag order 7097-4 and subordinato units started 
inmsdiate preparations. 

At 1:15 a.m. on the 7th, approximately three hours after the Division had 
received the oral orders, the Division's 11th Aviation Group, located at LZ: 
Two Dits (a forward command post at Dong Son) was alerted to be prepared to 
airlift part of the 2/5 Cav and other supporting elenents from An Khe to Due 
Pho. (Map 4) The lift would begin at first light and continue until 
completion that evening. Fragm3ntary order 7tl1/-4 wns received by other 
units: the 2/5 Co.v, 2d Brigade Headquarters, 1/5 Cav, the 1st Squadron 
9th Cavalry, the 8th Engineer Dattalion, the 1st Battalion 77th Artillery (105 
to name a raw. .At 5:00 a.m. the 1/9 Cav released its frag~rentory order statir.. 
in part, that its "D" Troop would cone under the operational cmtrol (OFCON) 
of the 2d Drigacle and move to Duo Pho on order. .An hour later, the r:en of 
the 2/$ Cav began moving from An Khe to English by Jdr Force. C-7A Caribous. one 
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the Aviation Group 1s CH-47 Chinooks, closing English around 11:30 Al-!. Elements 
which deployed ·by road convoy from Camp Radcliff to l!""'..nt;lish did· not a.rri ve 
until later that day. 

Meanwhile, during the morning hours on the 7th, liaison and quartering 
.parties with representatives from the Division Staff, i.viation Group, 1/9 
Cav, the Forward Support Element {FSE), HHC 2d Brigade, and from the artiller,r 
units flew to LZ J.fontezuma to coordinate with the 3d Battalion, 7th Marines 
for the forthcoming arrivals. They would also try to determine unit locations, 
gather initial intelligence, and plan for the control of air traffic which 
would shortly saturate the air around Due Pho. 

·Before the 2/5 received the change of mission for commitment in Quang 
Ngai, the battalion was under the operational control of Division Headquarters 
for its mission near Camp Radcliff. Therefore, for s:ir.tplicity, the battalion 
remained under Division controll in Due Pho until tl;le 2d Brigade Hee.dqua.rters 
arrived on the 8th. Once it arrived in the AO, tht: 2/5 lv·ould be prj.mari:J.;sr 
interested in establishing its comp<lni.us so that they could rapidly relieve 
the Marine companies in place and begin security as well as search ~d destroy 
operations. 

Although the op~ration officially began at 9:30 AI-1 on the 7th, actual 
deployment into the AO did not begin until 1:00 PM when the 2/5 Cav (minus 
the trains) began the thirty-five kilometer assault from English to Due Fho. 
The Aviation Group supported the airlift with twelve UH-lD Hueys and two 
CH-47 Chinooks. Each aircraft made numerous return trips before the battalion 
had fully closed the AO by 5:00 PM. Mecmvrhile, the Marine units at LZ Montezuma 
were packing to leave the LZ, but tents r&mained up leaving very little space. 
in which to fit another battalion. Consequently, Lieutenant ~oloael Stevenson, 
Commanding Officer of the 2/5 Cav, decided to len.ve his Bravo Company at 
Montezuma to assist security while the Battalion Headquarters and C and D . 
Companies settled at LZ Frenchy to the west. "/," Company (minus) immediately 

·began loc.al patrolling and setting up runbushea a kilometer to the northee.st 
of Due. Pho. · Si.11ultaneouslyvwith the move of the cavalry battalion, the first 
artille.ry movement was underway. Battery :,., 1st Bc.ttalion, 77th ilrtillery (105) 
commenced deployment from Position English at 3:00 PM by thirteen CH~47 
Chinooks. By 5:15 PM the entire battery had closed LZ Frenchy, and within 
another hour and fifteen minutes, Battery A, 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery · 
(155) attached to the l/77th Artillery1 after a tv10 hour move from LZ Geronllu.o_, 
(Map 4) was on the ground at Montezuma. The Division wasted no time in 
establishing contact, for on the first day of actual operations before the 
majority of the other Brigade Task Force units had closed, the first enemy 
was killed by cavalry troopers .• 

These were not the only units to move into Due Pho on th~t first day. 
Headquarters. and liDeadquarters Company (minua) and B Company (minus), which 
would be in direct support of the 2d Brigade, of the orgr.nic 8th Engineer 
Battalion of Lieutenant Colonel Charles G. Olentine had been alerted that day 
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to prepare for what would soon prove to be the la.rgest heliborne lift of heavy 
engineer equipment in the Division 1 s history. In light of the unique 
airmobile lift of the Air Cavalry, it l<TOuld be the largest such lift in 
t5 A~ history. -

Even before the Division knew it was going into sotthem Quang Ngai, planning 
personnel undertook to locate a heavy duty airstrip in that a.rea which could · 
accommodate large Air Force aircraft to facilitate any move northward if such 
an order might come and to provide a means of logistical resupply. Th~ only 
airstrip of any kind was a sod-covered, long-abandoned strip built by the 
French--west of.Duc Pho city, the LZ chosen by the CO 2/5 to s~~tle his 
battalion headquarters and appropriately named Frenchy. This strip was 
· inadqqua:te for two reasons: first, its sod covering a,nd a long period of 
disuse ruled out any immediate use by C-7A Caribou aircraft. To be usable 
the· strip would require considerable engineer effort. Secondly, even though 
it could be repaired for C-7A use, the planning objective of he.vi.11g a much . 
more durable and longer C-12.3, and finally a C-130. airstrip could not be m~, 
as the strip was so located that it could not be expanded. The decision '-m.s 

.then made to put the engineers into· LZ 1.fontezuma where they \'JOuld build, from 
scratch, the C-7A strip, which could b.a expanded to acconunodate C-1.2.3 .:.,ircraft. 
There would also be space to build a parallel C-?A strip '..rhile elements of 
the .39th Engineer Battalion, which \'lOuld shortly close into the Aq, could 
mprove and su~face the first airstrip to handle the much larger and heavier 
Air Force C.;.l3Q aircraft. It should be noted here tha.t the 39th Engineer 
&ttalion is part of the 45th Engineer Group under control of I Field Force 
·Vi~tnam. 

Bravo Company (minus) of the 8th Engineer Battalion arrived at LZ Montezuma 
during the morning ()f the 7th and two platoons, the 2d and 3d, became OPCON 

the 2/5 Cav once that battalion had closed in the afternoon. The operations 
of the 8th Engineer Battalion and tho reconnaissanc~ team of the 

~~~v~~~-~,ce section under First. Lieutenant Kenneth c. Service made a·thorough 
"connaissance of the airfield site. The mcnumental task of building the two 

on such short notice and with such a strict deadline became the 
"""''"'"'"''ed task of portions of the l.st, 2d, und 3d equipment platoons of the 

and Headquarters Canpany. During the next two days thirty-one 
of heavy engineer equipment weighing over 200 tons would be airlifted 

Due Pho. To do so required twenty-nine CH-54 11 flying crcme11 sorties a.nd 
CH-4 7 Chinook sorties. Much of the equipment had to be partia.lly 

disassembled or sectionalized to reduce the pieces to a transportable \·Ieight 
e they could be helilifted. By 6:00 PM on the 7th enough equipment was 

the ground to begin work. The earthwork commenced and continued throughout 
night under floodlights. Two D-6B bulldozers and four CAT ll2 graders · 

stripping the sandy silt off the surface. By niidnight, six hours after 
·construction began, the C-7A strip was 25% completed. 

Per orders, the 8th of April found the remainder cf.the 2d Brigade Task 
deploying into the Lejeune fLO beginning at 7:30 ;'u'i. Earlier that 

""' .. '·'"'"''~' at 6:00 AM, the 2d Brigade Headquarte-rs \vas relieved of the cperatioric:.l 



control of the 2d ·Battalion, 12th Cavalry, the OPCON of which was passed to 
the 1st Brigade so that battalion could remain in the Pershing AO. The 2d 
Brigade Headquarters Company began its airlift into Houteztnna from English c,t 
7:.30 AM, followed two hours later by the 1st Bc>.ttalion, 5tn Cavalry, which 

. was relieved of its security mission at Position English and around the Bong 
Son Bridge. The 2d Brigade Headquarters closed nt 12:30 PJ1 and immediately. 

· assumed OPCON of the 2/5 Cav from Division Headquarters. The speed and 
efficiency with which the 2d Brigade deployed into the Lejeune AO is a great 
credit to Lieutenant Colonel Karhohs and his operations officer, }~jor · 
Leonard P. Wishart. 

The 1/5 Cav prepared for search and destroy operntions to begjn on April 
9th. Bravo Troop, 1/9 Cav received orders and was placed OPCON to t.he 20. 
Brig~de at 6:00 AM for aerial support and surveillcJ.nce. Using entirely its 
organic aircraft, B Troop under }.Jajor Wilson C. Wooley closed from Tvm Bits 
to Montezuma by 6:30 that afternoon. Additional fire support deployed into 
the area, as B Battery 1/77 Artillery-was moved by eleven Chinooks from ~glish 
to Montezuma, closing at thirty minutes after noon. 

While these units arrived in the AO, the companies of the 2/5 Cav and the 
artillery unit continued ·to relieve in place the com:panies of the 3d Battalion. 
(reinforced), 7th }1arines; I Battery, 3d Battalion, lith 1-iarines; and a platoon, 
K Battery., 4th Battalion, 11th l.fr."'..rines. The 2/5 Batt.s.lion CP remained a.t 
Frenchy, with Bravo Company at Montezuma. Alpha Company relieved the 1·19rine 
company at LZ East in the high ground southeast of Lam Binh lake and Delta 

.Company relieved the USMC Company at LZ West on the sea coast south of the 
Tra Cau River. 

The remainder of the Marine task force wns placed OPCON to the 2d Briga.de 
at 12 :30 PH on the 7th and continued to prepttre for complete extraction from. 
the AO. Operation De Soto officially terminated on the 9th and it was 
orginally planned that the· entire-task force would be cleared by the lOth. 
This schedule was not met for various reasons. Although the Marine task force 
command post depe.rted by late in the afternoon on the 9th, there still ren~ined 
behind roughly twenty-five percent of the battalion and IWpport elements. An 

. air corridor was established to facilitate the Marine move 11 which was 
general:cy· south of the Brigade 1 s northern boundary and en.st of the Song Tra 
Cau River, entering Montezuma from the northeast. This corridor provided a 
safer passage for Ma.rine pe-rsonnel and equipnent. Because of low aircraft 
aVailability, the extraction time wns revised upward. With the Marine build-up 
m the northern part of I Corps, there was a scarcity vf CH-54 helicopters 
for heavy lift. The Marine deployment p:rogressHd slo\-1ly with final clearance 
around the 21st • 

The amount of rotary wing traffic at Montezuma and the f~ct that the LZ 
ias.aa'nay to begin with presented a serious probltmi of dust control. i.t t::.mes 
the LZ itself became obscured by a thick blanket of sand nnd dust stirred up 
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by rotor turbulence. Feneprine, an oil-bas~d dust palli~tive, was spread on 
the 'hellpads and refueling a.rea.s as fast as it becrt.-ne nvailnble which helped 
immeasurably to settle the dust.. With the dust undur control a very serious 
maintenance problem was avoided. Great quantities of dust and sand tend to 
erode rotors and rotor heads and make maintene.nce virtually impossible. 
Peneprine probably reduced the problem by 95%. 

With the vast amount of Air Cavalry combnt and combat support units being 
lifted into Montezuma throughout the day and Marine aircraft commencing the 
outward deployment, the air traffic at the LZ was at best confusing. To 
assist the ~·Iarine a.ir traffic control personnel, the pe.thfinder platoon of the 
11th GS Aviation Company tasked a three~an team, headed by First Lieutenant 
Barron Blizzard, to control the arrivals, landings, and departures C";f all 
Division rotary wing aircraft. As the 8th Engineers had not yet finished the 
c.:..7A airstrip, the added problem of controlling fixed \'ting aircraft with the 
hundred or so helicopters was not yet presented. The air traffic control · 
problem did net become serious until the 8th and 9th '"hen the mc.in deployment. 

· began into LZ Montezuma. The 2/5 Cav had substantially avoided the problem 
when the decision was made to land two cf its compa.nies and the battalion 
command post at Frencby instead of Montezuma. 

The effort of ~wo radio control agoncies, one ?-Ir1.rine and on·e US Arnry, 
on April 8th improved the air traffic control problem, but did not solve it. 
Marine pilots, unaccustomed to strict traffic control measures 1'/hich are 
inherently necessary with the hundreds of aircraft in the airmobile division, 
often failed to contact the control agencies when either arriving or departing, 
making flying hazardous. Another co~tplice.ticn which aggravated the air control 
problem was the inexactitude at \'lhich the varicus brigade task force units 
·were given assigned areas at LZ Monte~uma. Because of the 11 hur~J-hurry11 

attitude which was required to completely deploy a full brigade task force 
solely by air in a day and a half, it was self-evident that some corners 
would ,have to be cut. One of these corners w~.s that not encugh time could be 
given by the advance and liaison parties to fully plan unit disposition on 
Montezuma. J~s a result, when the units arrived, some settled in indicr..ted 
areas which turned out to be unsatisfactory and· in some cr-.ses they had to 
pick up and move as much: as BOO meters. Also, each Army unit ha.d established 
its own aircraft control to guide its ships into its ar1:1a. -vrith the rasult 
that many units directed their aircraft into or through another units's 
area. As is experienced at eve~J landing zone, even when.there is no confusion, 

.. the air turbulence from hovering helicopters was terrific. Tents were blown 
· down; equipment scattered. Ona irate individual anonymously called over the 
radio, "If you blow my tent down one more tinte, I'm going to shoot you out 
of the air." Although perhaps not ~pressed so vehemently,- this is c. ccmmon 
feeling whe.n landing zones are initially established. 

Brigadier General George s. Blanchard, J.ssiste:.nt Division Commander - A. 
· and overall supurvisoz:. cf Operation wjeJ.llle, re!:l.:dned in the Lejeune AO almost 
· exclusiTely •. On several occasions he expressed deep personal ccncern over the 
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density, but was amazed at the effectiveness of the three~an pathfinder 
which controlled dai~, with nothing more than a FRC-25 radio, the more 
1,000 arrivals and departures of OH-1.3, UH-lB, UH-lD, CH-47, CH-54 helicopters, 
Forward Air Controller (FAC) aircrnft, C-7~·~., and ?1arine .:tircra.ft. He 

en smiled :inward4r" when he compared this responsibility, t.ssumed by a 
ena.nt, a non-commissioned officer, and an enlisted ml}.n, and carried out 
the minimal equipment in less than desirable conditions (the team initially 

on the hood of a 1/4 or 3/4 ton truck in raging dust storms churned up 
rotor turbulence) with the air-conditioned, specially-equipped offices of 

id technicians of any large US airport. 

Additional radio conununications were set up C!.s ·the Ta.ct:i .. a.l i,ir Support Party 
departed English at 1:00 PM on the ath in CH-47 Ch:inooks arriving at 

within a half hour. The TACP redius:·wt.lre operational in the Brigade· 
cal Operations Center (TOO) within another hour. The prior coordination 
the US Ma.r:ine Direct Air Support Center (n:.sc) at LZ Mr.mtezuma pu:nnitted 

smooth transition when the TJ.CP assumed responsibility for the tactical air 
a.tttnol-t at S:OO AM on the 9th. As will be seen, the Air Force air support of 

contacts in Lejeune was substantial. 

Heav.y engineer 'equipment continued to arrive at ¥~ntezuma from English on 
8th with the lifting in of two MRS 100 tracto:n with scrapers. I.dditional 

.u!:lllEter personnel arrived from Headquarters Company as well as from the third 
aatoc>n fran '"B" Company, ath Enginedr Battalion. By 4:30 that afternoon, just 
-•nT.,T-T ...... , hours after work began, the 1500 foot C-7A strip \tas completed, but 

. work continued to expand it to 2,300 feet for C-123 use. This 
ct would be completed in another fifty hours when the equivalent of 25,300 
yards of soil had been moved. 

Along with the infantry, aviation, and· P.Ilgineer units, logistical support 
maintenance personnel were deployed. This 1st Fo!"'Ward Support Element (1st 
of approximately 150 officers and men was responsible for providing all the 

needs of the Brigade Task Force--supr.lies, equipment, food, ammunition, 
................ , ... , fuel and water. It was also responsible for the maintenance of vehicles 

equipnent to include artillery 1 small a:nns, and communication facilities. 
Company, 15th Medical Battalion, a part of the 1st FSE, mcved its field hospital 

An KHe t.o English by C-130 and on to Montezuma by CH-47. Its field hospital 
~l~a~~ daily sick calls and dental care. Medevac helicopters evacuated the 
--·u~-cu. fran the. battlefield and provided, if necessary, further evacuation to 

hospital. 

The respective elanents of the FSE closed into l-fontezuma by airlift. Tho 
6penJ.ti6ns sections and the supply platoon of the 15th Supply a.nd Service 

convoyed from Position Hammond, where the 1st FSE had been engaged in 
IIUJlpoi"t mission, to English, and fran English to Uontezuma. by CH-47 aircraft. 

FSE was operational the afternoon of the 8th although all units had not ful.:cy-
until .the 9th of •~•pril. -
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Now that a Brigade Task·Force was in Due Pho, logistical resupply became 
imperative, and there wns only one fer..sible solution--.::. sea line of · ·.:": ·· .· 
camnunication ( sea."IOC). Ideally a ground line of communication fror.t LZ I!hglish 
to Montezuma would have been preferred, but National Hout.e 1, which pD.ralleled 
the sea coast (M.1.p 1), was completely unusable. 1'hny parts of the road had been 
fully washed out and ther~ were large gaping holes which prevented any vehicular 
traffic. The road could have been repaired with a major engine~r effort, but 
once repaired the problem of road security would have been very difficult. · 
Without complete security vehicles and personnel w·::uld be l<.:·St to enemy mines 
and booby traps. ·Moreover, the fact that the highway passed through mountain 
ranges just north of the I"Corps-II Corps boundary. complicated both engineer 
repair and convoy sec11rity. Therefore, a ground LOC was cut of the question, 
and all efforts turned toward establishing a sea LOC. Large scale opern.tions 
in the Due Pho area had been under considere.tion .fo:u months; before Lejeune 
commenced, and an integral part of this planning was deciding what part of the 
coast was· best suited as a terminal point for the sea Ire~ A sea 1..00 had to 

. be established to provide the required 250 short tons. or supplit:s a day to 
support a brigade task force. There ·were no heavy duty airstrips in the area, 
although.the C-7A strip at Mon~ezuma provided for limited air LOC. Nor were 
there any road networks over which supplies could be hauled. These consider­
ations meant that massive resupply could only be provided by the sea route. 
Prior to the Division's commitment into Quang Ngai the III Ht'.F had entertained 
the auestion of which area would be the best for the beachhead. But little 
headway had actually been made on the decision for with only a battalion in 
the area there was no pressing need for a massive logistical resupply. Now 

·that a brigade was involved and the Division was responsible for the success 
or failure of all operations in the Due Pho District, there was an immediate 
requirement for quick action. Planning and liaison personnel coordinated \'lith 
their counterparts in the III M.'.F to benefit from .M.:>.rine . experience in trying 
to decide where to locate the t er:ninal point of the sea LOC. The. Ill Mft.F 
planners had tentatively selected a position southeast of the Dang Mountains; 
but Division planners decided a better choice would be farther north and almost 
directly easlt. of LZ Mont·ezuma. If this were the case, the proximity would 
enhance the security requirem;nts of each and the distance would be reduced 
for a connectirig road which would have to be built. The Division's 
recormnendation,which was submitted to General ~'I(JstmoreJ.ana, was acceptect ..... ., 

The force which operated the sea LOC was lmown as Task Force Gallagher 
and was composed .of units fran three :important coastal ports; the Terminal 
Service Compn.ny minus) and the truck platoon were part of the Cam Re..nh 
Support Canm.and (SUPCOM), the Headquarters of the Task Farce and Forward 
Support Activity (FSA) were from Tuy Hoa, n.nd the LiJW LX platoon came from 
Qui Nhon. Totfl.l personnel in Task Force Gallagher amounted to nine officers 
and.345 enlisted men. 

Each of these Units received a warning order on either the.'lth or 8th of· 
April to prepare for ilmninent conunitment to support the 2ct Brigade in Du<? Pho. 
This order stressed that the sea LOC become operational as quickly ;;.s possible. 
Task Force Gallagher units had received in early March a warning· that the TF · 
would be formed and that they should begin planning. On the 9th, the advance 
party of the task force, along with twelve LCM's (landing craft, mechanized) .. 
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arrived off-shore at the debarcation point~ called by the division, LZ 
Guadalcanal and b,y the task force, Razorback Beach. Guadalcanal and the 
beachhead had been secured by the 3d platoon, A 2/5 Cav and by the 1st platoon, 
A 1/5 Cav. The remaining elements of the Task Force closed into Guadalcanal 
during the next eight days; each was fully operational within twenty-four 
hours after arrival. During the eight day period between 9 - 17 April, 8,200 
short tons of equipnent and supplies were moved in the LOTS (Logistical Over' 
The Shore) operation from the following vessels: eight L'3T 1 s (landing ship, 
tank), fifty-ejght LCM1s (landing craft, mechanized), and four LARC LX (lightel 
amphibious resupply cargo). The 5th Transportation Command, Qui Nhon Supper~ 

· Command, committed its entire resources (LCM, l.ARC LX., and personnel) to 
support Operation Lejeune. (Map 5) 

The first three days of the LOTS operation were not without difficulty. 
The Guadalcanal site was the best avai:L..1.ble for beach unlor:.ding operations a~, 
the beach gradient dropped s,lcldenly enough to enable the vessels to approach 
close to shore. A little over a. half mile offshore, however, there were a 
number of sandbars which could not be passed except in high tide, and even 
then, th~ still,presented problems. Fully-loaded LST 1s could not sail over 
the sandbars even at high tide. The first day the LST 1 s spent a full, but 
futile day trying to do so. Thereafter the cargo wu.s transloaded from LST's; 
to LCM1s, a smaller craft which rides higher in the water. The LCM1s reached 
the shore, but due to heavy surf (8-12 feet breakers) three were .swamped, 
capsized and badly dama.ged. In spite of the difficulties, the supplies and 
equipment were off-loaded and the LOTS was successful. 

Although the sea LOC was responsible for establishing the supply line to 
Guadalcanal., the 1st FSE had the job, during the first several days of the 
LOTS operation, to receive the supplies and equipment at the beach site. 
Men or the 2/5 did the off-loading work. or the forty sorties a day fl.own 
from the beach to Montezuma, personnel of the 1st FSE rigged all the equipnent 
in slings and nets for displacement by Chinook hel.icopters, derigged it on 
arrival at Montezuma, and issued it to the respective units. 

Although the birth of the sea LOC was sudden, it matured quickly, and by 
the end of Operation Lejeune, it appeared that Razorback Beach had become, 
on the basis of tonnage handled, one of the top ten port operations in the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

Meanwhile, the lack of enemy contact on the 7th did not carry over to 
the 8th, for around 8:15 PM that evening, after an earlier air assault into 
LZ East on the coast; the men of A 2/5 Caval.ry spotted fifteen to twenty-five 
individmls in black pajamas running toward bunkers roughly a half-mil.e to the 
east. A Company 2/5 engaged them with M-79 grenade launchers and small arms. 
Supporting artillery from A 1/77 Artil.lery a.t Frenchy and A 1/30 Artillery 
at Montezuma were called in. There waa a negative enemy assessment that night. 
but a sweep through the area the next morning revealed three eneJey killed by 
the artillery fire. 
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The general scheme of the combat operations during Lejeune was 
uncomplicated. · The 2d Brigade was responsible for the AO until it wn.s relieved 
in place by the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division at noon on April 19th. 
The 3/25, under the operational control of tho 1st Air CavalrJ Division, 
remained in the Lejeune AO until April 22d when the? Division relinquished 
control of the 3/25 and Lejeune tenninated. Thereafter the 3/25 re..11ained in 
the southern Quang Ngai Province, but.joined another operation, Oregon. 
Included in this operation in addition to the 3/25 -...rere · the 196th Light Infantr~r 
Brigade, the- 1st Brigade of the lOlst Airborne Division, and an armored 
cavalry squadron from the 11th Armored Cavalr;;r Regiment. Troop B of the 1st 
Squadron, 9th Cavalry stayed on in the Due Pho area after Operation Lejeune 

-as part of Task Force Oregon. All of these units were united under a 
provisional divisional headquarters from w~cv. 

While the 2d Bri..ge.de had control of operations, the 2/5 Cav wc.s used 
primarily as a security force for the so-called iru1or area which extended 
east of National Route 1 to the sea coast between E~ grid l£~es 30 and 40. 
The sea LOC, LZ 1 s Montezuma and Frenchy and-local PF (~opular Forces) and 
.RF (Regional Forces) posts were the most important posts in this inner area. 
The 1/5 Cav was responsible for the outer area in wnich it concentrated its 
search and destroy operations. That battalion was a.lso prepared vlith a 
reactioi'l. fo!ce to exploit any contacts of B 1/9 Cav. B Troop dispatched 
daily its aerial surveillance helicopters to conduct first and last light 
reconnaissance as well as aggressive search missions during daylight hours 
primarily to the north and northeast of Due Pho. B Troop's blue pl&toon, the 
organic infantry platoon, was inserted daily in two different locations 
throughout the operation to develop the situation when sightingpwere made by 
the-helicopters. 

Except for a heavy contact made on April 16th~ there were no other major 
enemy. actions in the Lejeune AO. The enemy were sighted but only in two and· 

-three men groups, usually with packs and weapons, wnich were taken under fire 
by either the covering aircraft or the inserted blue platoon of 1/9. Out of 
twenty insertions, the blue team me.de sporadic to heavy contact on thirteen 
occasions. In all the blue platoon was credited with s.-wenty enemy killed. 
On several occasions it l'IB.S necessary to conmit the brigade reserve-reaction 
force by air'assault to assist the blues-and to further exploit an enemy 
contact. On April 9th, after the blues were inserted in Tap·An Hamlet, the 
covering aircraft observed a·number of VC trying tr n~euver, flank and engage 
the platoon. These gunships, at less than fifty feet above ground, engaged 
the target with rockets and machine guns. B Troop's forward observer called 
~or artillery, and ~ 1/77 Artillery responded with 105mm fuse quick and delay 
rounds within 100 meters of the blues. The reaction force, 2d platoon, B 1/5 
Cay was inserted 200 meters west of the blues as a maneuver element. The 
artillery was lifted and the two US forces linked up to sweep the area. But 

.' .. the enemy had withdrawn taking his dead, leaving behind only three enemy 
ldlled and one wounded. Both elements were extracted by 3:00 that !tfternoon. 
A sporadic exchange of fire occured at approximately S:30 AM on hpril lOth 
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when the blues assaulted into Binh My (1) hAmlet six kiloml3ters northwest of 
Due Pbo. One VC was killed. A subsequc.nt search of the:; hnmlet and the 
surrour;tding area revealed a VC classroom complete "r.i th benches and blackboard. 
La.t~r. that day, ~h7n the 2d Br~ade col1ll112nd and co~trol \~el~cop~er re:ported 
that ~t was rece~v~g ground f~re from a bamboo th1.cket J.n 1-'.n NJnh (2), two 
kilanetcrs east of the blue 1 s position·:, the platoon moved to a PZ (pick-up 
zone). The blues were extracted and reinserted vrith the reaction force, this 
time 1st platoon D 1/5 Cav. Artillery fire was adjusted in, but lifted as the 
ground elements swept west, killing an e.dditional Viet Cong soldior. The 
body count revealed only two more killed by supporting aircraft, but it wc.s 
believed many other dead or wounded had been dragged from the battlefield. 

Also during the morning of the lOth on the rising ground southe&st of 
Lam Binh Lake, the lst platoon of A Company 2/5 Cav spotted three armed enemy, 
engaged and pursued them into a forti~ied position, subsequently detar.mined to 

· be bunkers four feet deep with railroad track overhec>.d cover. 1;Jhen the 
platoon was .still in contact three hours later, it was estil!'..a.ted that an 
enemy platoon was cornered and A Company's thrde pJE.toons assaulted from 
Montezuma to assist. Within another half-hour D 1/5 Cav was placed OPCON to 
the 2/5 Cav and inserted at LZ Brass, a half kilom~ter north, to reinforce. 
/ill.A {Aerial Rocket /;.rtillery) was directed in, killing two enemy moving dmm ~ 
trail and a third two hours later as the enemy sought to recover the dead ·,_ 
bodies. Even after D 1/5 arrived, light contc:.ct of small arms t~.nd autolll£1.tic > 
weapons continued. Hhen several men in Khaki uniforms were s~en near a cave, 
.'\RA was again called in and destroyed the cave entrance. ~ioreover, siX air­
strikes were brought to bear dropping 17,000 lbs of bombs, 7,500 lbs of napalm, 
expending 12,?.20 rounds of 20mm cannon, and 2,400 rounds of .50 caliber ~~chirie 
gun• All enemy firing ceased at 7:00 PM after this cverwhelming. der:Ionstration 
of fire power. Final assessments were four enemy killed by bOdy count; others 
were believed to be de~d in the blown fortifications or carried off the . 
battlefield. US losses were one killed and four wounded. This area of 
contact was searched on the morning of the 11th and i. 2/5 Cav located a cave 
complex large enough to conceal an enany compc.ny. LD.tt::r that day another 

. sizable cave was found in the same vicinity. During the next two c~n.ys there 
was .sporadic contact throughout tho AO, with numerous gr·ound to air firings. 

It was apparent right from the be.ginn4lg that the ·local enemy in the area · 
had never before been challenged by airmobile tactics. They learned the hard 
way. It took several days for them to appreciate the versatility snd 
flexibility of the Ameri'can helicopter. They realized that mine fields and 
booby traps around an A.ir Cavalry command post or logistical area in no way 
restricted air assault tactics as would be the cnse ~th a unit limited 
primarily to ground movement. The.t is not to say, howevur, that the enemy 
gave up using mines and booby traps, for just the opposite proved true. There 
were more sniping incidents and booby traps encountered in the district than 
in any other district in Binh Dinh Province during the preceding few months. 
The tactical combat engineer support units, after the operation, described 
their support as routine during Lejeune, with the exception of the large 
number of mines and booby traps uncovered; moreover, the manner in which they 
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were placed, as \"/ell as the different typas that Hero used, displayed a great 
deal of skill and technical knowledge. Thc.•y were rapidly emplaced using a · 
large amount of captured or found US ordnance up to and including 250 pound 
l:.cml:e. Items found by the engineers during a single minesweeping operation 
included; 1 VC anti-personnel mine, one 250 lb bomb, three Slmm 1nortar rounds, 

· four 155mm howitzer rounds, three 105mm howitzer rounds, one 106mm Bee Hive 
round, two claymore mines, and several hand grenades. 

Unfortunately not all of the enemy booby traps were discovered and unarmed~ 
On the 12th of April, the first platoon C 2/5 lost two m~n killed and two 

.·wounded from a mine made of a 155nun artillery 'White phosphorus round. That 
same day two men end a scout dog of D 2/5 were killed two and a half kilometers 
southeast of Due Pho when a booby trapped 105nnn or 155nm hO\ITitz·.Jr round was 
accidentallY tripped. On the 14th the 2/5 Cav found and destroyed eleven 
booby traps. None of those traps or mines seemed in any wr.y visibly m~.>.rked, 
and a check with the US District Advisor revealed that probably no markings 
were ever used because the area was genera~v vc controlled before the brigade's 
arrival. There was no need to mark the traps as a wc:.rning to the civilians. 
The VC reasoned that as long as they were in control the S~lll1.p<lthy of the peasants 
was :imma.terial. 

On April l3th at 8:25AM the scout p12.toon leader's OH-13 helicopter from 
B Troop received heavy automatic weapons fire frQ~ Vinh Hien hamlet, seven and 
a half kilometers north of Due Pho~ \vithin fifty minutes the blues of B Troop 
were again on the ground to develop the situation. J.s soon as they JJ:mded, the 
helicopters aboTe observed a large number of persons mr.ving ncrth from the . 
hamlet and along National Route 1. The 3d platoon of A 1/5, the ready reaction 
force, was conmitted to establish a. northern blocking position. After stopp:ing 
and questioning the Vi~tnamese, the 3d platoon detained seventeen, one of whom 
turned out to be a VC tax collector carrying 281 000 piasters. M~anwhile, 

the blues had picked up twenty-nine detainees. ;i.fter these were extracted, 
the platoon continued west until confronted by a heavily fortified area. The 
platoon halted until the li. 1/5 reaction platoon· could be extracted from the 
highway to join them. The two platoons then swept the area with very little 
resistance. Aerial redonnaissance indicated the area was 200 nteters square, 
which, when searched b~· the ground troops, revealed num~rous fighting bunkers, 
trench works and a good deal of barbed wire. There were two VC killed by 
helicopter gunners. The units were extractGd in the early afternoon. 

The heaviest combat nction of tho op~ration occurred on J'•pril 16th, a day 
Which was also marked by ~wenty-three light and sporadic contacts. The 2d 
Battalion, 35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division which hc>.d deployed into the 
Lejeune AO the day before wo.s to play v. signific~.nt part in. this e.ction. On 
the 15th the 2/35 Infantry; a batt<'-lion of the 3d Bri.gndo, 25th Infantry . 
Division, deployed from the Pershing AO to repL:1.ce the 1/5 Cav \·1hich wc>.s to 
return to Binh Dinh Province. In effect at 10:30 AM th~t day the 2d Brigade 
and the 3/25 Infantry merely exchanged the operational control of t.h•; · 
respective battalions. The first C-7A sortie of. the 2/35 personnel arrived at 
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MOntezuma at 7:20 AM and the main body of the battalion with C BatLcry, 2d 
Ba1i:a.lion, 9th Artillery had closed by 2:40 in the afternoon. The 1/5 Cav 
used the backhaul CH-47 and C-7A for its deplo;;,ment into Pe1·shing, clearjng 
Montezuma with B Battery 1/77 Artillery· by 4:20 PH. Alpha Company 2/35 
Infantry remained at LZ J.Iontezuma as the brigade rea.ction force, "1-rhile B and C 
Companies 2/35 moved by foot to Frencny to establish a forward operating base 
(FOB). · - · 

On April 16th, the 2d Brigade continued its search and destroy mission 
with the one air cavalry battalion, one infantry battalion and B Troop 1/9 
Cav. The hamlet of Hoi An (2), in the very northeastern part of the AO near 
the Due Pho-Quan 110 District boundary was suspected of being t.l'~e location of a 
VC company. The blues were on the ground there at 7:40 jJf a.nd a detainee 
reported that there had been fifty NVA and ten VC in the hamlet the night 
before. A platoon from the 2/35 wa.s inserted as reinforcements and the t.-10 
platoons swept south to make contact. Mea..'1while there Here num'erous enemy 
sightings to the north where approximately 100 individuals -vmre observed, 
indicating that the sweep we..s in the wrong direction. The grotmd elements 
turned around and started north. After moving 200 meters north of the hamlet 
with artillery fires moving progressively 100 meters ahead of them, the men of 
.both platoons encountered intense enemy ground fire. A hee.vy fire fight • ... 
developed in which there were t\·Tenty-one separate ground-to-aircraft firings in 
the two kilometer area. _One weapons helicopter gunship of B 1/9 wc·.s shot dawn 
and all four crew members killed. As the fight continued to escalc'lte, two 
more companies from the 2/35 were inserted as a blockL'"lg force a kilometer to 
the north and along .the northern District border, the limit of the AO. Too 

" . 

many aircraft were in the air to h.:tve e.rtillery "prep" the proposed landing 
zones, so a CH-47 "Go-Go11 helicopter armed with a. 40mm cannon, aerial rockets 
and machine guns provided the necessary support prior to the two-company 
assault. Once on the ground C 2/35 blocked to the north and·:. 2/35 to the 
northeast. At this point, the commanding officer of the 2d Battalion, 35th 
Infantry with the majority of the troops on the ground assumed control of the 
infantry elements. ~Then the enemy positions were pinpointed through the 
aggressive deployment of the ground elements, two :;.ir Force tactic_a:l e.ir 
strikes were called in on the me..in enemy positions killing approximately 
twenty-five VC. Meanwt.ile, at 2:15 PM, the downed helicoptar and its four 
dead crew members were secured by C Company 2/35, nnd within another hour B 
Troop's rigging and recovery team were on the site to begin the extraction. 
When the extraction began, the recovery t·eam came under intense fire from what 
appeared to be an enemy force of company size or larger moving to the northwest. 
B Troop's, gunships flew at treetop level and engaged them with machine gun · 
fire and 40mm grenades, killing four enemy by body count and woUnding an 
estimated ten more. By nightfall on the 16th, a t9tal of forty-three VC had 
been killed. Of this total B Troop claimed seventeen, and the 2d Brigade 
ccmunander' s command and control ship six. In addition, several detainees were 
taken as we~ as two prisoners from the 219 VC Local Force Company. 

A sweep of this contact area on the 17th by A an9- C Companies 2/35 r1:1sulted 
in sporadic contact and two additional enemy were killed. Also on the 17th B 
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Company, Sth Engineer Battalion found and destro;red saven booby traps on the 
short access road to the water point at LZ Montezuma, all of which had been 
placed there during the night. In response to a report by the 1/77 l•.rtillery 
liaison team that the J\RVN Popular Force (PF) Camp with two 155mm howitzers, a 
kilometer southeast of Due Pho city, was expecting an enemy attack, A 2/5 was 
air assaulted into that position. Meanwhile, both the Pit~ crunp and LZ Montezuma 
were alerted and artillery concentrations fired arcund each position. · 

One particular technique that was singulc1.rly successful during Operation 
Lejeune was the brigade's Night Hunter o~ration conducted practically each 
night. In what used to be territory under his control, the Viet Cong becalll.e 
the hunted rather than the hunter. A night hunter opera-tion required four 
helicopters and combined aeria~ fire support capnbilities. Flying in a one­
two-one formation, three armed and unlighted helicopters would follow the 
lead ship which would be lighted. 1-..s the lead ship dropped flares, the door 
gunners in the following two helicopters, which flew at a higher altitude and 
at a distance not to be revealed by the flares, would observe the ground with 
starlight scopes. Once the enemy was spotted, the gunners would open up with 
tracers to make the target visible for the fclluwing, and the last ship to 
engage with 2.75 inch rockets within a matter of seccnds. The Night Hunter 
ccncept was very effective at finding Md killing the eneiJy. 

Operation Lejeune combined the effcrts of the four military services; the 
US Army, the US Marine Corps, the US Air Force, and the US Navy. US1-1C 
assistance. was limited as the battalion had a more pressing commitment to 
dep~y out of the AO. The tactical Air Force support was substantial. The 
Air·Force C-7A Caribous mnde 159 sorties into Montezuma, carrying 1,081 
passengers and 128.7 short tons of cargo. In support of ground troops there 
were numerous air strikes b~th prepla.nned and :immediate. .Host of the 
preplanned strikes were schedu~ed against reported enemy positions outside the 
range of organic artillery. There ltere a total of seven immediate strikes 
flown for close support to troops . in contact. Thase ";ere filled by alert 
Aircraft or by other f~ights in the AO which "Were diverted in air for this 
additional fire support.. During the first eight days t•f the operation 
~0,700 lb~ .of·bombs were =expended, 1.40,000 lbs of napP.l.m drvpped, 366 2.75" 
rockets and approximately 60,000 rounds of 20mm and .50 caliber rounds poured 
on enemy positions. Tha US Navy provided gun suppc-rt -with a total of .2,348 
rounds from one of its two ships off the shore--the US Picking or the US Shelton. 

. Engineer support throughout Opere..tion Lejeune was outstanding to say the 
least. The first C-7A airstrip was completed during the afternoon of April Sth, 
but. it was not cleared for fixed wing aircraft until the. US Air Force 
Inspection Team could approve its use. At noon on tho 9th of April, the first 
C-7A Caribou landed to initiate an afternoon of shuttle traffic. The incoming · 
Caribou that day had as their first loads tqirty tons of culvert which were 
\lllloaded by the side of the runway sine~ no parking ramp area was yet prepared. 
As an indication of air traffic density, there were thirty C-7A landings and 
936 rotory wing ;landings on the 9th. The ~d.rstrip work continued without 
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let-up to lengthen it for C-123 aircraft. Anoth~r night passed with glaring 
search lights. This was one part of the move into Montezuma thnt the Marines 
could not understand. Long accustomed to very strict light and noise contro~ 
·at night, the Marines shuddered to think of the roar eausod by tho bulldoz:ers 
and scrapers, of the intense illumine.tion from the flouu lights. But this 
apprehension was fortunately unfounded, and the ongine~r work continued 
without enemy interruption. There are at least two reasons why this was so; 
ane, en~ forces could not react quickly ~nough to attack such a large 
installation and secondly they were probably awed by the fire superiority 
of the helicopters. Moreover, as seen, the night which had previcusly belonged 
to the enemy was all but neutralized by the 2.d Brigade 1 s night hunter 
operations. 

The engineer work was making headway. Orio.~ hundred fifty· feet af:thir~ :inch 
culvert was assembled to :improve the airstrip drain8.ge, and the grc-und trench 
was dug for its emplacement. On April 11th, the .2 ,300 foot C-1..23 strip was 
completed with ·100 foot overruns at each end. The USAF Inspecticn terun 
approved it the next day for C-1.23 traffic with a runway of 2_,000 feet.because 
the base perimeter fenoe at the north end restricted the glide path, eliminat~g 
a few hundred feet of runway. The airstrip waa named Dusseau Airfield in 
honor of Specialist Four Jerry Dusseau, a demplition's specialist from 
Charlie Company who was killed by hostile action near Phan Thiet during the 
preceding January. Two days later on April 13th the 8th Engineers began the 
oonstruction of the second C-7A strip parallel and west of the completed 
C~l23 strip. One thousand meters of barrier were removed to make room. This 
second strip was necessary so that the engineers of the .39th Engineer 
Battalion, a nonorganic unit, could :improve and sufface the Cl.23 airstrip to 
meet C-130 au-craft criterion without reducing tho C-7A traffic into the IZ. 
This ·second C-7A strip was finished in twenty-five hours after 4,150 cubic 
yards of earth had been graded and moved. The l,ir Force mspection team 
de.clared this new strip operational on tho 16th and the first Caribou landed 
at 4:00 PM that afternoon. 

On the coast another major construction effort had begun. The road which 
would eventually connect Guadalcanal and Montezuma and over which the supplies 
brought in by the sea LOC could be transported inland was ·under construction 
by other elements of the .39th Engineer Battalion (canbat). The advance party 
ot the 39th Engineers arrived at Montezuma on April lOth to coordinate with 
the .2d Brigade Headquarters for tho accomplishment of its twc missions. The 
battalion was in general support of the Division and was tasked to construct 
the road from the coast inland capable cf sustaining Class .30 traffic and to 
improve the airstrip at Montezuma for all-weather C-130 use. On the 13th of 
April, D ·Company of tho .39th Engineer Battalion landed from L.ST 1 s at 
Guadalcanal and prepared to begin work on the pioneer road west from the sea 
mr:ty the next morning. Secured by an element from C Company 2/5 Cav, the 
road work party had moved three kilometers west by the evening of the 14tho 
~ the 15th D Cam~\ny moved its command post from Guadalcanal to this river 
.crossing point and established a water point there. That same day A Comp8.ny 
and Headquarters Company of the 39th Engineer Battalion pclrsonnel disembarked 
at Guadalcanal.. 
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On April~6th as tha men of A Corn~~ny were minesweeping the road for a 
kilometer west of Guadalcanal, an ene~zy mine was detonated D.t 9:43 AM killing 
two US soldiers and wounding four others. The resulting crater was five feet 
deep. . Other elements of Alpha Compe.ny hauled fill dirt to stabilize the 
lateral roads to the beach area,and improved the defensive positions on the 
north end of the beach perimeter. Delta Company completed a forty-five foot 

·dry span M4T6 over the San Z..long River. Work continued during the subsequent 
days to improve the beach unloading area and to construct the road to 
Montezuma •. The heavy rains on April 19th considerably hampered the road 
construction effort, but the road work continued until the road was co."llplete:cy­
finished and ready for convoy traffic on April 25th. 

Civic Action Programs were very much a part of Operation Lejeune as in 
. every division operation. The coming of the 2d Brig~ce was sudden and 
dramatic and the people of Due Pho lined the strC~l,tS to watch in awed silence 
as 'load. after load of troops and equipnent moved into the area. The 
construction of the C-7A airstrip at MOntezuma meant an additional resupp~ 
means for the District, and plans·: werb made inunediately to bring backlogged 
US11.ID materials, refugee relief supplies and district resur:ply in on the ngw 
airstrip. As plans were developed for operaticns and cc.nstruct.:tc-n in the 
area, the mission of the district advisor/ team bocame clear; to provide close, 
continuous liaison and assistance to the District administration, . and to 
coordinate the developnent of the Due Pho area. 

· One of the major civic action projects was the ccmplete relocation of 
people living in Truong Sanh Hamlet, just north of LZ Montezuma, necessitated 

.by the LZ base development and the needed construction for the longer airstrip. 
The 2d Brigade S-5 maintained close coordination with Vietnamese District 
Officials as well as the MliCV Advisory team at Due Pho to insure the civilians 
would be given all assistance necessary. The District Chief held a meeting 

·in the hamlet on J.pril 12th to explain the necessity .of the move a.nd the amount 
of assistance to. be rendered by: the GV!f'USFV.IF. Two GVN Claim/Settlanent 
officials were on hand to explain the procedures for making claims and what 
settlement would be made by the Province. The families were given the choice 
of resettling in one of three other hamlets, each within two kilometers of 
Truong Sanh. It was ~10t required that the hamlet be resettled in mass. The 
relocation was divided into three ~aes each phase requiring the movement of 
a. particular section of the hamlet. · Phase lli was to be finished by the 25th 
of April. Minute attention to detail was made, since even the movement of the 
ancestral graves was included in the planning. 

· Several kilometers to the north of Due Pho1 beginning on the 13th of 
April, B Troop 1/9 Cav provided aerial surveillnnce so that the local 
civilians .~uld harvest the rice crcps without fear of enemy intervention. 
Ironically the rice crops which were b~ing harvested were planted by the VC, 
and for the first time., with Free World assistance, the Vietnamese peasant 
were deriving a benefit from their enemy. Over. a four day period more than 
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1,000 harvesters brought in rice in excess of 66 tons. I~dclitional ground 
security was provided for this operation, called Gold Fleece by the Vietnamese 
Popular Force troops. 

The ·usual civic projects ccntinuod; tending to the refugees, daily sick 
ealls, passing cut food and vegetable seeds, assisting in the. construction 
of classrooms and housing, and looking for public projects to· employ the 

. civilians. During Lejeune, 2,000· sheets of roofing tin, 120 bags of cement,· 
100 poundS; of medical supplies, 11000 pounds of a.nmnmition, and 4,000 pomds 
of barrier mn.teria.l were delivered to the district. 

1Jl addition to the maintenance problems caused by the ovorw:helming amount 
of dust and· dirt at Montezuma, there were additional m~intenance requirements, 
especially with the air support provided on the sea coast. The helicopters 
.which supported the 1st FSE at Guadalcanal were cften required to pick up 
from and deliver cargo to sea going vessels and on the sandy beaches near the. 
water's edge. As a result, there was a great deal of powdery sand and salt · 
spray stirred up which required a daily washing of the helicopters to prevent 
corrosive damage. 

During Lejeune, the lz1rge twin-rotored workhorse, the Chinooks from the 
22Sth Assault Support Helicopter Battalion supported primarily from Position 
Fllglish, with same of the aircraft J.a.agering (positioning air~raft on the grounc 
in an area which has a perimeter defense) at An Khe and Hammond. The 227th 
Assault Helicopter Battalion provided six to eight UH-lD 1 s and two UH'-l.R1 s· 
dai.zy to the 2d Brigade for tactical assnults. Additionally four UH-lE1 1 s 
provided logistical resupply and four more were tasked for command and control 
ships. The aircraft were flown into the Lejeune AO each day and laagered at 
Due Pho during daylight when not involved in combat assaults. The 1st Aviation 
Detachment (Provisional) supported Operation Lejeune on a missi~ basis and 
flew twenty sorties on two different missions for a total of nine aircraft 
flying--hours. The Aviation. Detachment aircra.ft expended 148 2. 75 inch rockets, 
2,920 rounds of 20mm cannon fire, 21125 rounds of 40mm grenades, and 5,500 
roUnds of .50 caliber machine gun fire' in support of ground troops. 

. . 

The artillery fi.".·e support during Lejeme was similarly extensive. The 
1st Battalion, 77th Artillery (minus ita C Battery Which was attachest:,to. the 2/JS 
Artille:r:y in the Pershing AO was in direct support of the ~d Brigade. : 

. Attached to the battalion minus were A 1/30 Artillery (155), a ~latcon from 
C 4/60 Artillery (M-42) and a squad from C 4/ YJ Artillery (M-55). The units 
from the 4/60 l.rtillery were in the AO between 8 - 14 April·and OPCW to the 
2/') Cav •. Also the rocket artillery fire from a plntoon from C Battery 2/20 
Arti.lle:r:y (IillA) reinforced the howitzer. fire from the 1/77 Artillery. On 
April 15th:, when the 2/35 Infantry replaced the 2/5 Cav in Lejeme, C Battery, 
2d Battalion, 9th Artillery also arrived at Guadalcanal to replace A 1/77. 
B l/77 was then attached to 2/9 Artilldry until Bra.vo Battery also departed • 

. Primarily the artillery fire support was rendered from LZ 1 S ¥l0ntez~a and · 
Frenchy both. On the ll~h the Montezuma defensive fire plan was upgrad~d to 
include sixteen counter mortars, seventeen defensive c~nce~trations, and six 
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n6rtar targets. On the 12th a coordinated fire plan was· developed with 
searchlights and a Battery Commander's Scope (BC Scope) on top of Dang Mountailm 
just to the east of LZ Montezuma. · Day observation was i."'lproved and at night 
~ given concentration around the position could be illuminated and a round 
fired thereon. The artillery ammunition expenditure until 6:00 AN: on April 
~h, as reflected in totals by caliber, were 7,326 rounds of 105mm, 2,727 
rounds of 155mm, 2,348 naval gunfire, and 350 rounds from the USMC Artillery. 

On April 18th the 2d Brigade Task Force units were preparing to leave the 
Lejeune AO. It was a typical day in the operation. The aircraft of Bravo 
Troop 1/9 Cav had nine incidents of either enemw sightings or light engagements. 
The blues were inserted five kilometers west of the northern portion of the 
.An Khe Lake to sweep a built-up area. After sporadic fira, three enemy were 
ldlled, two captured, and eleven detainees evacuated. The blues were extracted 
a few minutes before noon •. A Company 2/35 was in contact with an estimated 
ensny platoon in the northern portion of the AO. A Company 2/5 was committed 
as a reaction force to deny esc.ape to the north. The contact result0d in 
three US wounded and eight VC killed. Elsewhere there were the usual aircraft 
firings and discovery of mines and booby traps • 

On April 19th the Division's 2d Brigade was relieved of all responsibility 
in this AO at 12:00 noon when the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division assumed 
control. The 2d Brigade released the OPCON of the 2/35 Infantry and B 1/9 Cav 
to the 3/25 and moved to LZ Uplif.'t with the 2/5 Cav to rejoin Operation Pershizlg. 
The 3/25 TF with the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry· 
and B 1/9 Cav continued this aerial surveillance, LZ security, rice harvest 
security, and thorough search and destroy operations throughout the AO. There 
was very little contact for the remainder of the operation. Early on the 20th 
A 2/35 received small arms fire from just south of the Lam Binh L'lke and called 
in artillery. A search of the· area revealed twelve VC killed in addition to 
four huts and ten bunkers destroyed. On April 21st .there were eight light 
contacts and nine incidents of ground-to-air firings. A brigade long-range 
~trol encountered a VC booby trap which was possibly a 60mm mortar three 
kilometers west of Due Pho which killed four US soldiers. Three of the nine 
ground-to-air firings involved l2.·7nun anti-aircraft fire. Three airstrikes 
were called in on the suspected locations and both tne fighter pilots and the 
FAC 1s observed numerous enemy. The four anti-aircra~ positions were destroyeq1 
but there was no assessment on enemy killed. 

. . 
At noon on April 22, Ope: ation Lejeune terminated and the 1st Air Cavalry 

Division released O_PCON of'the 3/25 which joined Task Force Oregon. · 

Operation Lejeune was certainlY one of historical importance. The 2d 
Brigade's commitment was.the first time any US Army unit had operated in 
Vietnam's I Corps Tactic~l Zone. The engineer effort which helilifted thirty 
tons of equipment to build two tactical fixed-wing airstrips in a matter of a 
few days is unparalleled in Army engineering history. The reaction capability 
to deploy fully a brigade task force in a day and a half to begin operations in 
~ entirely new area of operations once again proves the overwhelming 
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flexibility of an-airmobile division. Although contacts were primarily 
light throughout the operation, t!tc 176 VC killed and l27 VC captured by the 
Air. Cavalry units in twelve days testify to the effectiveness of the brigade 
task force to find the enemy and destroy him. The 3/25 killed 29 enemy to 
bring the total enemy dead to 205. Ther<-l were very few contacts with main 
force enemy units so the enemy losses, totaling 332, were predominantly from 
local. groups and the vital infrastructUre. The casualty ratio, an indication 
of the success of any operation, was high--nine enemy dead to one of ours. 
The statistics:~ for enemy dead are ·those verified by body count. J~.s it is 
a proven fact that the enemy places great importance on remov:ing his dee>.d frorn 
the battlefield, it is a reasonable presumption the enemy death toll was 
substantially higher. 

The Division entered Quang Ngai Province as a stop-gnp measure so t!tat 
the pressure could be maintained while the Marines moved out anc! before the 
'J/25 could deploy into the AO. Again this wa.s the first time any i.rmy unit 
had operated in the }.farina zone. The Division left behind two airstrips, a 
massive ~a LOC, a crucial supply road, n bc~ly demaged VC infrastructure and 
better provided· for Vietnamese population. In light of the limited mission, 
.the operation can be best described a3 a complete success, 
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l - Conrlt, USA Inf Sch, Ft Denning, Ga 31905 
l - Oondt 1 USA A vn Sch, Ft Rucker, Ala 3636o 
1 - Condt1 JFKS~AR Sch, Ft Bragg, NC 28307 
l - Conrl.t, USAC&GSC, Ft Leavenworth, Kan 66o27 
l -Editor, USAGSSC Mil. Review 
l - Condt, USSAMS, l~t Sill, Okla 73504 
l - Chief of Reserve and ROTC Affairs, DA, vla.shington, D.C. 
l - CO, USA Inf HUMRO Unit, Ft Denning, Ga 31905 
l - CG, Ft Knox, Ky 40121 
l - CG, Ft Jackson, S.C. 29207 
l - CG, Ft Gordan, Ga 30905 
l - CG 1 Ft Polk, La 71459 
1 - CG, Ft leonard Wood, Mo 65473 
l - CG, Ft Ord, Calif 93941 
l - A.rrq Magazine 1 1529 18th St. N.W. 1 Wash, D.c. 20036 
1 - T:iloo Magazine, Editorial & /~odvertis:ing Office 1 Time and Life Dldg, 

Rockefeller Center 1 N.Y. , N.Y. 10020 
l - Saturday Evening Post, Independence Square, Philadelphia, Pa 19105 

2:9 



~-1f~¥~. ----~----------------~ 

..-oi.._.... ~ .. 
--·~t_ •.. - ... · ···- . 

· l- CG, US Army Weapons Command, Rock Island, Ill 
'"·'1 - CG 1 US A:r:rrry Missile Command, Redstone Arsenal, Ala 

.1 - CG, US Ari'I\V MUnitions Command, Dover, N.J. 
1 - OG, US ArJI13' Tactical Evaluation Command, llberd.E:len, Md 
1 - USACDC, Liaison Detacluoont 1 HQ USARV, APO 963r:!7 
l ... CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC - DST, APO 963r:t7 
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OPERATION IEJEUNE 

A. IJ~ General George A. Blanchard, Assistant Division Conuna.nder- A, 
supervised Operation Lejeune from 6 - 22 April 1967. 

II',. Lieutenant Colonel Fred E. Karhohs, Conmanding Officer of the 1st Air 
Cavalry's Second Brigade. 

C. Lieutenant Colonel Charles G. Olentine, Commanding Officer of the 8th 
Engineer Battalion, surrvised the engineering efforts in the Lejetme 
Area of Operations (AO from 8 - ll April 1967. 

D. Razorback Beach or Landing Zone Guadalcanal as seen fran the air. 

E. Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. Stevenson, whose 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry 
swift~ deployed into the Lejeune AO. 

F. The airstrip at LZ 1-bntezuma as seen from the air. 

G. Engineer graders work on airstrip at LZ Montezuma. 

H. A mine-sweeping team clears area between LZ Montezuma and LZ GuadalcanaJ. • 

. I. Bulldozer at work on airstrip at LZ Montezuma. 
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