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OPillATION I..&JEUNE 

The defeat of the 3d North Vietnamese Arary (NVA) Division and its three 
main force regiments has been the primary military objective of the 1st Air 
Cavalr,y Division since the Binh Dinh Pacification Campaign camnonly lmOWJl 
as the battle of Binh Dinh was initiated in mid-September 1966. That Camplign, 
which presently continues in :Pershing, the fourth component operation, 
progressed in stages through Operations Thayer I, Irving, and ·Thayer II. A. 
capsule analysis ·of the Division's scheme of maneuver during these tour 
operations fran September 1966 through March 1967 will demonstrate the over­
whelming success ot this Campaign. These victories forced the main enEIIII1' 
forces out of Binh Dinh Province, which in conjunction with other militar,y 
obj~ctives, led to:the Air Cavalr,y's commitment for Operation Lejeune • 

. In Thayer I two brigades of the Divis~on uprooted two of the 3d. lr/A 
Division 18".-.three regiments from their rear base and logistical supp~. areas 
in . the Kim Son Valley. (Hap 1) This was accomplished by a series. of thorough 
search and destroy missions. The enemy chose not to stand and fight 1 but 
instead retreated eastward int\> the coastal plains along the South China Sea. 
It was in this· coastal area that Operation Irrlng commenced in early Octobei­
with the -deployment of three Free World Force13. around the suspected enem;y · 
~tions. Republic of Korea (ROKJ units 1 as 'well as. a division· fran the : 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam. {IUlVN), joined the Air Cavalry to tighten the 
noose. The Free \iorld 1-Ii.litary Assistance Force (FW'MAF) saturation of the 
coastal area resulted in the withdrawal of en~ main force remnants, which 
'Were able to escape the Irving tr~p, back to. mountain sanctuaries in the west.· 
Once again in hot pursuit, the D_i~ion uncove~ed this time the massive .. base 
· ancl . supply ar~ 'Th the Soui Ca V~ just southeast ot the Kim Son. . . 

. . .-~·:.~ ;.J~r~ . : . . 
Operation Ir:ving termiilated ~~October 24, 1966 and Thayer II COJIIIlencecl. 

-thereafter. The objective in Tba~~ II was ·to continue aerting he&VT 
pressure on the enemy units thro~out cel\trel.-coastal Binh Dinh Province •. 
Battalion_ sized operations were ~~cted :tram Position Hammond, a divisi9n. 
forward command post and logisti~'resupP,ly area, to the Bong Son River, 
and tran. the sea coa~t westward t.tt· ,:\the V~ T~ ·V~lley. ~~taneousq .. 
a battal1.~ of the F1.rst Ca~lry: ,~.an An. VN battalJ.on operated north of 
Bong Son an·-the coastal plams a . , : ·l.n a search for the eDeDJY. Again forced 
to move on, the enemy withdrew~ tit. e only possible direction - north and into 
the Bong Son Plain and the An La.diYalley. Operation Pershing began on. 
11 February 1967 in response to i.fttelligence reports that aain force NVA units 
were massing on the Bong Son Plain to attack US,/ARVN installations m the area. 
Thorough search and destroy operationa concentrated in the coastal area and 
enemy main.force units were encountered and badly defeated.· The division 
then shifted part 9f its forces west\'m.rd into the An Lao Valley, ~ rugged, 
foreboding area, which for years had been the location of the 22d ;rNA Regimental 
Headquarters, ns well as other enemy staging and base are3.5. These areas had 
never before been challenged in force. Reintorcod by th~ three battalions of 
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the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, the three brigades of the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division minus the Camp Radcliff s•::curity force cz.nd :.he b<lttalion 
task force at Pha.n Thiet on Operation Byrd have in OpE:r,.t:Lon Pershing mo.intnined 
the pressure throughout Binh Dinh Province. Elements continued to operate 
in the Thayer I/Irving areas to prevent an enemy regrouping there while eearch 
and destroy activity continued in the north through the Bong Son Plain/An Lao 
Valley regions. The effect of the ~cification campaign has been that two 
reghlents, the l.Sth NVA and the 22d NVA, of the 3d NVA Division have suffered 
severe logistical and personnel losses. Relentlessly pursued in every portion 
of the Province, these units were forced to find an area in which they could 
regain strength and reorganize ranks, an area that ~rould be "saf/311

, free from 
the pursuit and devastating tactics of the Air Cavalr.y. Conse~u?ntly, the 
2d VC Regiment, as ear]¥ as mid-October 1966, retruded into Quang Ngt:l.i 
Province and thereby avoided severe losses in Binh Dinh Pro\rince. The; 22d NVA 
Regiment made two withdrawals into Quang Ngai. when the pr~::ssure bacame too 
severe during the month of March. The&l enemy retr•;;Rts to the north c<;>ntributed 
to the reasons for canmencing Operation Lejeune on April 7th. 

The boundary between the Provirlces of Quang Ngai in the north and Binh 
Dinh in the south establishes the demarcation line between the I Corps and 
II Corps Tactical Zones. (Map. 1) In all there are four Corps Tactical Zones 
which divide South Vietnam for Vietnamese military jurisdictional purposes. 
(Map 2) This same boundary line divided the tE military effort, for to the 
north in I Corps area was the III Marine Amphibious Force (M.\F), and to the 
south was I Field Fcrce Vietnam, an Army control headquarters commanded by a 
Lieutenant .General and to which the 1st .H.ir Cavalry Division is directly 
responsible. 

Since its arrival in South Vietnam in September 1965., a period of nineteen 
months, the 1st Air Cavalry had never before operatoo outside the n Corps Area. 
As a matter of fact, no Army unit had ever operated :in the III M.\F /I Corps.: 
territory. Therefore, it must have been with some sense of security that the 
~em.Y units crossed the boundary line, presuming, and reasonably so, that the 
en<U.ess pursuit by the "Cav'' would not follow. This proved a mistakEtl assumption: 
however, for on the 7th of April a.n air cavalry battalion task force assaulted 
into Due Pho, the southern most district of Quang Ngai and one of the two 
districts which were the target area of Operation Lejeune. 

The fact that these enemy units had withdrawn into Quang Ngai was not the 
only reason for the Division 1 s commitment into the area. The general enemy 
intelligence picture in that province, and more particularly in the Due Pho 
District, was less than encouraging. Due Pho had been effectively controlled 

· by the Viet Cong and its political ann, the National Liberation Front (NLF), 
for more than ten years. Since late 1964 this pressure upon and control over 
the civilians had tightened considerabl1. With increased power, achieved 
ostensibly by political indoctrination, but more convincingly by torture and 
acts of terrorism, the VC sphere of influence grew until a well-developed 
infrastructure had matured from the sea coast as far inl.D.nd as Ba 'fo. The VC 
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held a tight grip and it •~uld take noth~ l~ss than a major effort to break 
it. The legit.imate Goverm1ent of Vietnam {GVN) controlled only 1~ of the 

. land area in the District, which was, at best, a small island around the city 
of Due Pho. The pro~overnment population was also est!J--:tated at JJJI,. The 
remaining 9($ of the District was unquestionabJ.s' the enemy' s-he could, and did, 
roam at l'lill. 'fhe other 9(11, of the lOO,()(X) residents of the district were·· 
either hard core VC, or had a father, brother or son who was VC, or were 
completely intimidated by the Viet Cong. In essence, the GVN was substantially 
powerless in the area. 

To maintain control, the VC insured that the preponderance of the Listrict 
hamlets had strictly disciplined local guerrillas, orgMized into -.,iell-armed 
squads. The coastal villages of Pho Lai and Pho Xuan were sea infiltration· · 
routes through which large shi.pnents of weapons and materiel often passeci. 
The VC stranglehold on rice production enhanced their control over the local 
populace. Land v~as taken from the fanners and used to plant VC crops, :md 
those who retained their land to produce their own crops \'fere forced to make 
strict accountability for each rice harvest. The VC would predetermine the 
amount of rice each paddy should produce and estimate how much the owning farmer 
and his family would need to survive until the ne>:t harv~st; the VC would then 
demand and receive the remainder. \1ithout exception, rice is the critical 
and basic staple of all enem;;r units in Vietnam whethur main "force or local 
gueiTillas, and all these units throughout South Vietnam depend prima.ri~ on 
resupp:cy by coerced civilians. Also, with increasod U3 pressure in Binh Dinh 
Province, the rice tax b~dens had correspondingly increased on the peasant 
in Quang Ngai. Without access to the rich rice areas in Binh Dinh, the VC were 
canpelled to supplement their rations from elsewhere. 

It was not the Free Horld Force policy that this state· of affairs should 
continue. On Janua.r;y 28th a Task Force of the 3d Battalion, 7th Marines moved 
fran its northern base in Chu La.i into ·the Due Pho erea. for Operation De Soto, 
a search· am clear mission. to alleviate sane of the en~ coni.rol in that 
District. Because the Marine battalion was restricted to ground mability- with 
very little helicopter support, its operations were liu~ted and hamlets were 
not cleared as quickly or as effectively as necessary. The Marines coocentrated 
their operations arounci the city of Due Pho itself. To assist in the souther 
portions of the District, additional 1-Ja.rine battalions were committed. At the 
end of February the Special Landing Force (SLF) of the lst Battalion, 4th 
Marines, previously the general reserve of the III J:!tLF at Okinawa, landed one 
compaey ashore south of Sa Huynh and air assaulted tl-ro others into two landing 
zones (l.Z) on the high ground to the northiieSt. Simultan~ous:cy, the 2/5 
Marines were committed from Chu La.i to begin Operation Deckhouse VI with the 
l/4 Marines, a search and clear mission to the southeast., south, and southwest· 
of Due Pho city, in an effort to expand the M:1.rine influence and, concurrently, 
the GVK control in the District. Deckhouse VI was co~pleted in early ~~rch 
whm: the 2/5 Marines returned to the Chu Lai Tactical Area of Responsibility 
(TArn) and the 1/4 Marines sniled back to Okinawa to reassume the III K'LF 
general reserve. 
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The l/7 Mnrines remained in the vicinity of Due Pho city with its organic 
four companies, reinforced by a company from the 2/5 Marines, which stayed 
behind as a roving and securing force in the area of operations (AO). 

· In the early months of 1967--January 1 February, and 1-fa.rch-the III MAF 
units had noticed an increasing pressure from North Vietnam along the :::.,. · · ·· ··~ 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), the demarcation line established by the 1954 Geneva 
Accords dividing North and South Vietnam until peaceful elections could be 
held unifying the country. The marked increase of eneJl\Y infiltration through 
the DMZ and across the 17th Parallel dEI!landed that the 1-hrinos commit in its 
defense as many forces as could be collected. The 11arines were thin on the 
DMZ and "the only way to get reinforcements was to pull units on TF X..Jta.y from 
Chu Lai. Furthermore, the Marines needed to pull the 2/5 Marines out of the 
Due Pho District. The decision was made to extract the battalion and reposition 
it in· the northern portion of the I Corps area. The battalion could not be 
moved, however, without a replAcement force, for to do so would camph:tely 
strip t~t area of friendly troops and leave a vacuum in 1..zhich the VC could 
regain its lost control. Consequently Commander, United States l·1ilitary 
Assistance Command, Vietnam (COMUSMACV~ looked for the most r~sponsive unit 

.. to replace the Marines, and at that time, the 6th of J..pril, it was the 1st 
· --Atr-elS'Yahj- D1Tision. 

Although the 1st Cavalry Division was given less than twelve hours to put 
a battalion task force into the Due Pho area and less than thirty-six hours to 
increase that force~ a brigade -task forte the planning in high or headquarters ro 
a~ent the Marines in southern Quang Ngai had been contemplatGd for several 
months. Unfortunately, the planning had not progressed far enough nor fast 
enough which resulted in a 11 crash" program for the Division's commitment. 
Several months earlier it was thought that the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Division would replace the Marines in Due Pho; but when the order came and 
there was an imediate need for a force, only the 1st Air Cavalry with its 
airmobilit7 could react in time. 

. . 
Approximate~ 10:00 PM on April 6th Division Headquarters received vocal 

orders from its higher headquarters, I Field Force Vi3tnam, that a battalion 
task force had ,to be deployed into Due Pho by sunset the naxt day. Hurried 
preparations ~gan 1Jmnejiately for what would be a fifteen day oper[\tion. 

I . . 

The 6th of April was merely five days after Major General John Norton, 
Division,Pamnander since 6 May 1966, had relinquished his command to Major 
Genere.Jt-'John J. T'olson. General Norton was well-known and respected for his 
agg;ressiveness, h'ia .relentless pursuit of the enenzy-, as shown particularly 
by operations in Binh Dinh Province. Before his departure General Norton had 
known that the enemy had retreated across the I/II CTZ boundary to &void the 
"Cav'' pursuit ~n was outspoken in his desire to go "north". It vJas therefore 
not surprising o hear the prediction in his farewell remarks, 11 \'fe 1 re going 
north soon." neral Norton's intuition proved correct. . . I 

Gener~Tolson was in command on~ five days before he implement~~ orders 
fran hig~s1' headquarters-an assault north. Lejeune was General Tolson 1 s first . .. 
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initiated -operation as Division Canmander. It wr~s also tho first time in 
Vietnmn that the Air Cavalry operated outside of the II CTZ; moreover, these 
fifteen days were going to establish a precedent in /dr Ce1.valry history, in 
1.5 AI"'IIY military history, and, in particular, US AITfi1 engineering history • 

The names and places associated with Operation Lej~une reflect a distinct 
Marine Corps navnr. In its first assault into Quang tlgai Province, the 1st 
Air Cavalry wished to pay all due respects to the III MAF which had so long 
been responsible for the entirety of I Corps. The operation was named after 
Major General John Archer Lejeune, a Marine loader who served during both the 
Spanish-American rlar and World War I. The names of the lE.nding zones a.nd 
forward base areas (naming areas is usual in Vietnam for the p.trpose of easy 
reference) read like a history of the US Marine Corps--l.fontezuna, GUr:"ldalcanal, 
Shoup, Semper, Tripoli, and others. 

The month of npril is a transition month--the p~riod between the northeast 
monsoon season and the southwest monsoon season. Consequently, the general 
wind flaw pattern wa.s weak and variable. The ternpt:.ratures and h\.lill:lliity 
increased; there were occasiont.l rain showers. No operations or any air . 
assault were in any way inhibited by nk~ginal weath~r. On the ground the 
Leje\D'le AO extended from the sea coast generally to the l'test~m Quang Ngai/ 
Kont\111 Province boundary (including the two Districts-Due Pho and Ba To) ·and 
frail the Quang Ngai/Binh Dinh boundary (E-W grid line 20) north into ct..ntral 
Quang Ngai (~ grid line SO) .(Map 3) The 2d Brigade activity concentrated 
in Due Pho D~ trict. This area is charnct~rized by varying terrain: coastal 
plains, ri\l'er valleys and rugged mountains. The coastal plains area runs 
north and south in the Due Pho District and consists or numerous open rice 
fields with scattered. thickets or grass brush and forest. The great majority 
of activity and contacts in Operation Lejeune concentrated in the flatland 
area. 

As already mentioned, the enemy units in the area of operations (AO) were. 
not· confined to local guerrillas. Intelligence sources had confirmed the 
presence of the Headquarters of the 3d NVA Division and of the 22d NVA Regimen~ 
and the presence of the entire 2d VC Regiment (three battalions), which was 
eJCpected to have regai..."1e1 its full strength of 2,400 men. Also identified 
were the 4':l?tb-S~ptper·Batfalion, the 38th··a.nd·::48th.-\.'1&al· .. Foroe-: ':· - .' .1·n· 
Battalions,. and the C-217 and v-~9 Local Force Companies. It wns probable 
tha.t three other infantry battalions were in the area, two main force and one 
loca;l. force. :r'hese units were not compJ.etely idle and content merely to rest ., 
ana' refit. I.ri mid-March 1967 element~. of the 2d VC Regiment conducted a 
mortar atta9k against the US Marines position at Due Pho; moreover, the enemy 
had the capability to attack any US or fJWN position in the area with two or 

to Due Pho and i was believed that sea infiltrated supplies were corning into 

more fUll' strength battalions, reinforced by regimental heavy weapons. Sources 
showed ·that a~hree battalions of the 2d VC Regiment were in close proximity 

the District be een Thach Than (3) (BS 8149) and Phan Than (1) (ES 8.344) in 
the northern ~ • (Map 3) 
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~anwhile 1 tho lst Cavalry continued its hurr:J.od preporo.ticns to comply 
vith the April 6th order for deploym:mt into tho LojelUle AO. Tho frag­
nentery order 34-67 from I Field Force Vietnam which confirmd the verbal 
orders received the night befaro was duted 070545Z (5:45 n.m. on April 7th 
Greenvioh ?-ban Ti.Ioo) and arrived in Division Headquarters at 1:45 p.m. 
(Vietnam time) on the 7th. The order vas clear and succinct as it had been 
the previous night. It reiterated that there vas a large enenv build-up 
along the DMZ and in ~he Quang Tri-Tbua Thien and Quang Ngai areas for the 
anticipated SlUIIliJ3r offensive which had required III MAF to reinforce its 
farces in the north. The DivisiCil mission vas specificz relieve elenents 
of the Marines in Duo Pho, construct and secure selected roads through cut 
the oren and cCilduct, concurren~, search and destroy operatims in Duo Pho 
District. Tine was limited, for a battalion tnsk foroe had to close Duo Ph.q 
by the awning of the 7th. A brigade headquarters, an additional battalion, 
plus the necessary brigade support units had to close by the evening of the 
8th. Sinultaneously the Marines were to be relieved and air lifted to the 
narth. Deployncnt tro.nsportatiCil vculd be by organic divisic:n airaraft, l:n~ 
if necessary, higher headquo:rters vould support with additicnal C-7A Caribal 
aircraft. Initial.ly all resuppq vcnl.d be by an engineer farvord support 
activity (FSA.) and arganio airara.ft until a more effeoti"Ve mons of sustained 
resuppq vas established. 

The i.mm:ldiate problem after the orders wre received m the night ot 
the 6th vas to decide vhioh one of the nine Air Caval.ry be.ttalicns should 
be alerted for depla,ynent en suoh short notice. The obvious choice vas the 
2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry' of Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. ~tevensm which 
vas in a preparator,y posture at Co.mp Radcliff, the Divisicn's base camp at 
An Khe, ready to corrmence an operation in that ir.lloodiate vicinity. Whi1.e 
this mission could be changed to divert the battalion into the nev 1 .. 0, t~~ 
wore still tltlliBrous arrangements vhioh vc:uld ha"Ve to be made. A great deal 
ot planning vas reqn:fred to air assault the 2/5 task force over ninov-fiw 
kUQIIltera far what vonld. be sustained operaticns in Lejeune. Tbe 2d Drigado 
Headquarters and the lst···nattalic:n_, 5th Cavalry wre also selected. 
Lioutenant Colonel Pred E. Karhohs' 2d Drigade had just finished a sweeping· 
operaticn in the Crescent Area. With these decisions made, Divisim Head-­
quarters p~blished its trag order 70C17-4 and subordinate units started 
i.mosdiate pre pe.ratians. 

At 1:15 a.m. Cll the 7th, approximately three hours after the Divisicn had 
received tho orol orders, the Division 1 s llth .Aviation Group, located at LZ · 
Two Dits (a forward conunand post at Dong Son) was alerted to be prepared to 
airlift part of tho 2/5 Cav and other supporting eleroonts from An Kho to Due 
Pho. (Map 4) The lift vould begin at first light and continue until 
completicn that evening. Fragi!J3ntary order 7C!J7-4 vms received by other 
units: the 2/5 Cav, 2d Brigade Headquarters, 1/5 Cav, the 1st Squadron 
9th Cavalry, the 8th Engineer Dattalion, the lst Battalion '71th Artillery (105 
to nal!S a rew. At 5:00 a.m. the 1/9 Cav roleaood its fragmantory order stetir 
in part, that its "D" Troop would cone under the op3rational ccmtrol (OFCON) 
of the 2d Drigade and move to Duo Pho em order. An hour later, the r.en of 
the 2/5 Cav began moving from /.n Khe to English by ll.ir Force C-7A Caribous one 
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the Aviation Group's CH-47 Chinocks, closing English .n.round 11.:30 f.M. Elanents 
which deployed ·by road convoy from Camp Radcliff to ~1-lelish did not :\rrive 
tmtil later tha.t day. 

Meanwhile, during the morning hours on the 7th, li11ison and quartering 
parties with representatives from the Division Staff, i'.viation Group, 1/9 
Cav, the Forward Support Element {FSE), illiC 2d Brigade, nnd from the artillery 
tmits flew to LZ Montezuma to coordinate with the 3d Battalion, 7th Marines 
for the forthcoming arrivals. They would also try to determine unit locations, 
gather initial intelligence, and plan for the control of air traffic which 
would shortly saturate the air arotmd Due Pho. 

Before the 2/5 received the change of mission for commitment in Quang 
Ngai1 the battalion was under the operational control of Division Huadquarters 
for its mission near Camp Radcliff. Therefore, for sirJplicity, the battlllicn 
remained under Division controll in Due Pho until the 2d Brigade Hea.dquarters 
arrived on the 8th. Once it arrived in the AO, tho 2/5 'h'Ould be prim.ari)Jr 
interested in establishing its campani~s so that thuy could rapidly rulieve 
the l'.arine companies in place and begin security as well as saarch rutd destroy 
operations. 

Although the o~ration officially beg~ at 9:30 Al{ on the 7th, actual 
deployment into the AO did not begin until 1:00 PM When the 2/5 Cav (minus 
the trains) began the thirty-five kilcmeter assault fran &lglish to Due Fho. 
The Aviation Group supported the airlift with twelve UH-lD Hueys and two 
CH-47 Chinooks. Each a:ircraft made nunerous rt)turn trips before the battalion 
had fully closed the AO by 5:00 PM. ~c:mwhilc, the Marine units at LZ Montezuma 
were packing to leave the LZ, but tents rE:mained up leaving very little space 
in which to fit another battalion. Consequently, Lieutenant Colol\ei. Stevenson, 
Caamanding Officer of the 2/5 Cav, decided to le<lve his Bravo Company at 
Montezuma to assist security while the Battalion Headquarters and C and D . 
Companies settled at LZ Frenchy to the west. "'·" Company (minU8) immediate.ly 
began local patrolling and setting up ambushee a kilaneter to the northe&st 
of Due Pho. · Si."!lultaneously .. with the move of the cavalry battalion, the first 
artillery movement was underway. Battery ::.., lst Battalion, 77th Ilrtillery (1.05) 
cODIIlenced deployment .fran Positic·n English at 3:00 P"t'f by thirteen CH-47 
Chinooks. By 5:15 PM the entire battery had closed LZ Frenchy, and within 
another hour and fi.t'teen minutes, Battery /1,lst Battalion, 30th Artillery 
(155) attached to the l/77th Artillery, after a twc hour move from LZ Geron:iJII.o, 
(Map 4) was on the ground at Montezuma. The Division \vasted no time in 
establishing contact, for on the first day of actual operations befcre the 
majority of the ether Brigade Task Force units had closed, the first en~ 
was killed by cn valry troopers. 

These were not the only units to move into Due Pho on that first day. 
Headquarters. and liBeadquarters Company (minua) and B Company (minus), which 
would be in direct support of the 2d Brigade, of the crgr.nic 8th Engineer 
Battalion of Lieutenant Colonel Charles G. Olentine had been nh!rted that day 
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to prepare for what would soon prove to be the largGst heliborne lift of heavy 
engineer equipment in the Division's history. In light of the unique 
airmobile lift of the Air Cavalry, it l<rould be the l.:1.rgest such lift in 
U5 Arrirf hi$tory. 

Even before the Division knew it was going into soU:hern Quang Ngai, planning 
personnel undertook to locate a heaVlr duty airstrip in that area which could 
accoomodate large Air Force aircraft to facilitate any move northward if such 
an order might como and to provide a means of logistical resupply. The only 
airstrip of any kind was a sod-covered, long-abandoned strip built by the 
French-west of Due Pho city, the IZ chosen by the CO 2/5 to settle his 
battalion headquarters and appropriately named Frenchy. This strip was 
inadqqua.te for two reasons: first, its sod covering and a long period of 
disuse ruled out any immediate use by C-?A Caribou aircraft. To be usable 
the· strip would require considerable engineer effort. Secondly, even though 
it could be repaired for C-7A use, the planning objective of havi..11g a much 
more durable and longer C-12.3 1 and finally a C-130. airstrip could not be mei, 
as the strip was so located that it could not be expanded. The decision was 
then made to put the engineers into· LZ Montezuma where they would build, fran 
scratch, the C-?A strip, which could b~ expanded to accorranoda.te C-123 :.ircraft. 
There would also be space to build a parallel C-7A strip while elements of 
the 39th Engineer Battalion, which would shortly close into the Aq could 
improve and su:rface the first airstrip to handle the much larger and heavier 
Air Force C~l30 aircraft. It should be noted here that the 39th I!hgineer 
Battalion is part of the 45th &gineer Group under control of I Field Force 
V~tnam. 

Bravo Company (minus) of the 8th Ehgineer Battalion arrived at LZ Montezuma 
during the morning of the 7th and two platoons, the 2d and 3d, became OPCON 
to the 2/5 Cav once that battalion bad closed in the afternoon. The operations 
section of the Sth &gineer Battali~ and tho reconnaissanc':l team or the 
intelli&Eilce section \Uldor First. Liel¢enant Kenneth C. Service m.."\de a: thorough 

. reconnaissance of the airfield site. The monumental task of building the two 
.airstrips on such short notice and with such a strict deadline became the 
combined task of portions of the lst, 2d, Clnd 3d equipnent platoons of the 
Headquarters and Headquarters Canpa.ny. During the next two days thirty-one 
pieces of heavy engineer equipment weighing over 200 tons would be airlifted 
to Due Pho. To do so required twenty-nine CH-54 "flying crMe"scrties and 
fifteen CH-47 Chinook sorties. Much of the equip!lent had to be pa.rtia.lly 
disassembled or sectionalized to r~duce the pieces to a transport2-ble Haight 

, before they could be helilifted. By 6:00 PM en the 7th enough equipment was 
on the ground to begin work. The earthwork commenced and continued throughout 
the night under floodlights. Two D-6B bulldozers and four CAT 112 graders · 
began stripping the sandy silt off the surface. By niidnight, six hours after 
the construction began, the C-?A strip was 25% completed. 

For orders, the 8th of April found the remainder cr· the 2d Brigade Task 
Force deploying into the Lejeune /",0 beginning at 7:.30 .~~. &rlier that 
morning, at 6:00 AM, the 2d Brigade Haadquarters \E.S relieved of the cperation<?.l 
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control of the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, the OPCON of which was passed to 
the 1st Brigade so that battalion could remain in the Pershing AO. The 2d 
Brigade Headquartars Company began its ;!irlift into ~fo11tezuma from !'.nglish <:,t 
7:30 AM, followed two hours later by the lst Be.ttD.lion, 5th Cnvalry 1 which 
was relieved of its security mission at Position English <md around the Bong 
San Bridge. The 2d Brigade Headquarters closed at 12:30 PM and immediate~, 
assumed OPCON of the 2/5 Cav fran Division Headquarters. The speoo and 
efficiency with which the 2d Brigade deployed into the Lejeune AO is a. great 
credit to Lieutenant Colonel Karhohs and his operations officer, l~jor 
Leonard P. Wishart. 

The 1/5 Ca.v prepared for search and destroy oper~tions to begin on .\pril 
C)th. Bravo Troop, l/9 Ca.v received orders and was pl2.ced OPCON to t.he 2d 
Brig~e at 6:00 AM for aerial support and surveillance. Using entirely its 
organic aircraft, B Troop under 1-1ajor Wilson c. Wooley closed from Two Bit,s 
to Montez\Jila by 6:30 that afternoon. , Additional fire support deployed into 
the area, as B Battery 1/77 Artillery was moved by eleven Chinooks fran J!hglish 
to Montezuma, closing at thirty minutes after noon. 

While these units arrived in the AO, the companies of the 2/5 Cav and the 
artillery unit continued to relieve in place the companies of the 3d Battalion, 
{reinforced), 7th }la.rines; I Battery, 3d Battalion, lith ¥k!.Z'ines; and a platoon, 
K Batter;y, 4th Battalion, llth M.-~rines. The 2/5 Battalion CP remain~d at 
Frenchy', with Bravo Company at Montezuma. Alpha Company relieved the .i·!8rine 
company at LZ East in the high ground southeast of Lam Binh Lake and Delta 
Company relieved the US!-IC Canpany at LZ West on the sea coast south of the 
Tra Cau River. 

I The remainder of the Marine task force was placed OPCOt.l to the 2d Brige.de 
\, at 12:30 PK on the 7th and continued to prep.1.re for complete .ax-traction f::om 
• the AO. Operation De Soto officially tezmina.ted on the 9th and it was 

orginal.ly planned that the· entire task farce would be cleared by the lOth. 
1 This schedule was not met for various reasons. Although the Marine task force 

command post departed by late in the atterncon on the 9th, there still remained 
r behind roughly twenty-five percent of the battalion and support elements. An 
I air corridor was established to facilitate the K'lrine move, which was 

l generalJ.3 south of the Brigade 1 s northern boundnry and east of the Song Tra 
Cau River, entering Montezuma. from the northeast. This corridor provided a 
safer passage for Ma,rine personnel o.nd equipnent. Because of low ~ircrE.ft 

l availability, the extraction time was revised upward. With the Marine build-up 
r in the northern pRrt of I Corps, there was a SCD.rcity c;,f CH-54 helicopters 
I for heavy lift. The Marine deployment progressed slm'lly with final clea.rnnce 
~ around the 21st • 
I 
j: The amount of rotary wing traffic at Montezuma and the f.<:".ct th3.t the LZ 
~ iras.aanay to begin with pr~sented a serious problt:Jll of dust ce:ntrol. i.t t:mes 
\: the LZ itself became obscured by a thick blanket of sand nnd dust stirred up 
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by rotor turbulence. Feneprine, an oil-b.:\st:d dust p,~lli-"'.tive, was spread on 
the helipa.ds and refueling areas as fast as it bec-:t."'!le avail:tble which helped 
immeasurably to settle the dust. With the dust undur control a verJ serious 
maintenance problem was avoided. Great quantities of dust n.nd sand tend to 
erode rotors and rotor heads and make m:J.intene.nce virtually impossible. 
Peneprine probab~ reduced the problem by 95%. 

With the vast amount cf Air Cavalry co!lllxt.t and combat suppcrt units being 
lif'ted into Montezuma throughout the day and Marine nircrart commencing the 
outward deployment, the air traffic at the l.Z was at best confusing. To 
assist the Narine air traffic control personnel, the pr.>.thfinder platoon of the 
11th GS Avin.tion Company tasked a three-man team, headed by First Lieutenant 
Barron Blizzard, to control the arrivals, landings, and departures of all 
Division rotary wing aircraft. As the Bth Engineers had not yet finished the 
C-7A airstrip, the added problem cf controlling fi.Jced wing aircraft with the 
hundred or so helicopters was not yet presented. The air traffic control 
problem did net become serious until the Bth and 9th when the ~in deployment. 
began into LZ Montezuma. The 2/5 Cav had substc.nti~lly avoided the problem 
when the decision was made to land two cf its coo~.nies and the battalion 
command post at Frencby instead of MOntezuma. 

The effort of two radio control ag~Jncies, one Mr ... rine and on·e US Army, 
on April 8th improved the air traffic control problem, but did not solve it. 
Marine pilots, unaccustomed to strict traffic control measures \'lbich are 
inherently necessary with the hundreds of aircraft in the airmobile division, 
often failed to contact the cahtrol agencies when either arriving or departing, 
making fiying hazardous. Another complice.ticn which aggravat~d the air control 
problem was the inexactitude at which the varicus brigade task force units 
were given assigned areas at LZ Montezuma. Because of the "hurry-hurry" 
attitude which was required to completely deploy a full·brigade task force 
solely by air in a day and a half, it was self -evident that sane corners 
would l'lave to be cut. One of these corners WC'.s that not encugh time could be 
given by the advance and liaison parties to fully plan unit disposition on 
Montezuna. J...s a result, when the 'Wlits arrived, some settled in indicnted 
areas which turned out to be unsatisfactory and· in some ce.ses they had to 
pick up and move as much~ as 800 ;neters. Also, each Army unit had established 
its own aircraft control to guide its ships into its area with the result 
that many units directed their aircraft into cr through another units 1 s 
area. As is experienced at eve~J landing zone, even when'there is no confusion, 

.the air turbulence from hovering helicopters was terrific. Tents were blc~m 
down; equipment scatt~red. One ire.to individual anonymously called over the 
radio, "If you blow my tent down one more time, I'm going to shoot you out 
of the air." Although perhaps not ~pressed so vehEIIlently,- this is c. canmon 
feeling when landing zones are initially established. 

Brigadier General George S. Blanchard, J.ssist<?.nt Division Cormnander - i-... 
and overall supervisor.. cf Operation l..Gjepne, ru-::t::.ined in the Lejetme AO almost 
exclusiTely. On several occasions he expressed deep personal ccncern over the 
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aircraft density, but w<:>.s aJ!k~zed at the effectiveness of the three.o..m.an pathfinder 
team which controlled daily, with nothing more than a FRC-25 radio, the more 
than 1,000 arrivals and departures of OH-1.3, UH-l.B, UH-lD, CH-47, CH-54 helicopters, 
oV-1 Forward Air Controller (FAC) aircrc.ft, C-7~·~, and ?1a.rino ::lircraft. He 
0 tten smiled inwardly when he compared this responsibility, ,, ssmn<::d by a 
lieutenant, a non-cCl'!l!'llissioned officer, and an enlisted m;;.n, and carried out 
'th the minimal equipment in less than desirable conditicns (the team initially 
tood on the hood of a 1/4 or 3/4 ton truck in raging dust storms churned up 

rotor turbulence) with the air-conditioned, s:pecially-equipp(~ offices cf 
· ghly-paid technicians of any large US airport. 

Additional radio camnunications were set up as ·the Tacti .al idr Support Party 
TACP) departed Fnglish at 1:00 PM on the 8th in CH-47 Chinooks arriving at 

tez\JDB. within a half hour. The TACP re.di:os:·wli.lre operaticr.?-1 in the: Bri,sa.de 
actic&l Operations Center (TOC) within another hour. The prior coordination 
'th the US Marine Direct Air Support Center (n:.sc) at LZ Mr...ntezum.a pennitted 
· smooth transition when the Tl.CP assmned responsibility for the tactical air 
pport at 8:00 AM on the 9th. As will be seen, the ;.ir Forclil air support of 
ound contacts in Lejeune was substantial. 

Heav.y engineer ·equipment continued to arrive at ~~ntezuma fran English on 
e 8th with the lifting in of two lmS 100 tract on with scrapers. Additional 
ineer personnel arrived fran Headquarters Canpany as well as fran the third 
toon fran ·•B11 Company, Sth Engine~r Battalion. By 4:30 that afternoon, just 

enty-two hours after work began, the 1500 foot C-7A strip vas completed, but 
· und-the-clock work continued to expand it to 2,.300 feet for C-12.3 use. This 
oject would be completed in another fifty hours when the equivalent of 25,.300 
bic yards of soil had been moved. 

Along with the infantry, aviation, and P.llgineer units, logistical support 
maintenance personnel were deployed. This 1st FCl."'..r'cJ'd Support Klement (1st 

) o! approximately 150 officers a.ild men was responsible for providing all the 
gistical needs of the Brigade Task Force-suprlies, equipnent 1 food, ammunition, 
thing, f'uel and water. It was also responsible for the maintena.nco of vehicles 
equipnent to include artillery 1 small anns 1 and communication facilities. 

Company, 15th Medical Battalion, a part of the lst FSE, mcved its field hospital 
An Kl\e f..o Fnglish by C-.130 and on to Montezuma by CH-47. Its field hospital 

vided daily' sick calls and dental care. Medevac helicopters evacuated the 
jured fran the battlefield and provided, if necessary, further evacuation to 

', surgical hospital. 

The respective elements of the FSE closed into Montezuma by airlift. The 
6pero.ti6ils sections and the supply platoon of the 15th Suppl,y and Service 

talion convoyed from Position Hammond, where the lst FSE had been engaged in 
upport mission, to English, and fran English to Uontezuma lrJ CH-47 aircraft. 

FSE was operational the afternoon of the Sth although all units had not full,y 
sed until the 9th of .~prU. 
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Now that a Brigade Task Force was in Due Pho, logistical resupply· became 
imperative, nnd there Wl'..S only one fe::'.sible solution-.:. sea line of · ~ 
canm.unication ( sea"J.DC). Idea~· a ground line of col"lJ:mnication fron LZ English 
to Montezuma would have been preferred, but National r{oute 1, which p.".ralleled 
the sea coast (M.:l.p 1), was carrrpletely unusable. ?1.-:Lny pa.rtn of the road had been 
fully washed out and thert:! were lJ.rge gaping holes which prevented any vehicular 
traffic. The roa.d could have been repr..ired with a m:1jor enginEh::r effort, but 
once repaired the problem of road security would have been very difficult. · 
Without complete security vehicles and personnel w:_uld be l<.:·st to enemy mines 
and booby traps. ·Horeover, the fact that the highHc>.y poss•3d through mountain 
ranges just north of the I" Corps-II Corps boundary complicated both engineer 
repair and convoy security. Therefore, a ground LOC was cut of the question, 
and all efforts turned toward establishing a sea LOC. Large scale opern.tions 
in the Due Pho aren had been under consider~tion .fo~ months before Lejeune 
cOODnenced, and an integral part of this pl.arming was deciding what part of the 
coast was· best suited as a tenninal point for the sea Ire. i>. sea LCC had to 
be established to provide the required 250 short tons. of' supplit=~s a day to 
support a brigade task force. There were no heavy duty airstrips in the area, 
although the C-7A strip at Mon;,ezuma p=covided for limited air LOC. Nor were 
there 8lV road networks over which supplies could be hauled. These consider­
ations meant that massive resupply could onzy be provided b~r the sea rout e. 
Prior to the Division's commitment into Quang Ngai the III H:~F had entertained 
the auestion of which area would be the best for the beachhead. But little 
headway had actually been made on the decision for with only a battalion in 
the area there was no pressing need for a massive logistical resupply. Now 

·that a brigade was involved and the Division was responsible for the success 
or failure of all oper~tions in the Due Pho District, tr.cre we.s :.n i.=._-:-,""C.~.::. tc 
requirement for quick action. Planning and liaison personnel coordinated with 
their counterparts in the III M.\F to benefit from M2..rine experience in trying 
to decide where to locate the t er:ninal point of the sea LOC. The. III Mi.F 
planners had tentatively selected a position southeast of the Dang Mountains,· 
but Division planners decided a better choice would be farther riorth and almost 
directly east. of LZ Montezuma. if this were the case, the prox:iJnit;:r would 
enhance the security requirements of each and the distance would be reduced 
for a connect:irig road which would have to be built. The Division t s 
recoJIIIlendation,which was sul:mitted to General \'icstmorelana, was accepted;. ·· .• 

The force which operated the sea LOC was known as Task Force GallAgher 
and was composed .of units fran three important coastal ports; the Terminal 
Service Compan~ Jlinus) and the truck plate-on were part of the Cam R~ 
Support Camnand (SUPCOM), the Headquarters of the Task Farce and Forward 
Support Activity (~) were fran Tuy Hoa, o..nd the L".RC LX platoon came from 
Qui Nhon. Tot_;:~.l personnel in Task Force Gallagher amounted to nine officers 
and 345 enlisted men. 

Each of these units received a warning order on either the/lth or Bth of 
April to prepare for imminent commitment to support the 2<1 Brigade in Due Pho. 
This order stressed that the sea L0C become opernti(•nal ns quickly ~s possible. 
Task Force Gallagher units had received in early March a warning· that the TF 
would be famed and that they should begin planning. On the 9th, the advance 
party of the task force, along wi~h. twelve LCM 1s (l~nding craft, mechanized) 
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arrived off-shore at the debarcation point, called by the division, LZ 
Guadalcanal and by the task force, Razorback Booch. Guadalcanal and the 
beachhead had been secured by the 3d platoon, A 2/5 Cav and by the lst platoon, 
A 1/5 Cav. The remaining elements of the Task Force closed into Guadalcanal 
during the next eight days; each was fully operational within twenty-four 
hours a.f'ter arrival. During the eight day period between 9 - 17 April, 8,200 
short tons of equip~ent and supplies were moved in the LOTS (Logistical Over' 
The Shore) operation from the following vessels: eight LST's (landing ship, 
tank), fifty-ejght LCM's (landing craft, mechanized), and four !.ARC LX (lightel 
amphibious resupply cargo}. The 5th Transportation Command, ~ Nhon Support 

· Cauma.nd, conmitted its entire resources (LCM, IARC U, and personnel) to · 
support Operation Lejeune. (~p 5) 

The first three days of the LOTS operation were not without difficulty. 
The Guadalcanal site was the best available for beach unlo~ding operations as, 
the beach gradient dropped s,.Jidenly enough to enable the vessels to approach 
close to shore. A little over a half mile offshore, however, there were a 
number of sandbars which could not be passed except in high tide, and even 
then, they still·presented problems. Fully-loaded LdT 1s could not sail over 
the SSJldbars even at high tide. The first day the 1ST's spent a full, but 
futile day trying to do so. Therea.f'ter the cargo wns trans loaded from LST' s 
to LCM1 s, a smaller craft which rides higher in the water. The LCM1 s reached 
the shore, but due to heavy surf (8-12 feet breakers) three were swamped, 
capsized and badly dama.ged. In spite of the difficulties, the supplies am 
equipment were off-loaded and the LOI'S was successful. 

Although the sea LOO was responsible for establishing the supply line to 
Guadalcanal, the 1st FSE had the job, during the first several days of the 
LOTS operation, to receive the supplies and equipment at the beach site. 
Men or the 2/5 did the off-loading work. or the forty sorties a day flown 
from the beach to Montezuma, persormel of the lst FSE rigged all the equipnent 
in slings and nets for displacement by Chinook helicopters, derigged it on 
arrivnl at Montezuma, and issued it to the respective units. 

Although the birth of the sea LOO was sudden, it matured quickly, and by 
the end of Operation Lejeune, it appeared that Razorback Beach had become, 
on the basis or tonnage handled, one of the top ten port operations in the 
Republic or Vietnam. 

Meanwhile 1 the lack or enemy contact on the 7th did not carry over to 
the 8th, for around 8:15 PM that evening, a.f'ter an earlier air assault into 

1 LZ East on the coa.st, the men of A 2/5 Cavalry spotted fi.f'teen to twenty-five 
individtals in black pajamas running toward bunkers roughly a half-mile to the 
east. A Canpany 2/5 engaged them with M-79 grenade launchers and small arms. 
Supporting artillery from A 1/'n Artillery at Frenchy and A 1/30 h.rtillery 
at Montezuma were called in. There was a negative enemy assessment that night. 
but a sweep through the area the next morning revealed three enenw killed by 
the artillery fire. 
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The general scheme of the combat operations during Lejeune was 
uncomplicated. · The 2d Brigude was responsible for the AO ur1til it wa.s relieved 
in place by the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Divisic•n at noon on April 19th. 
The 3/25, under the operational control of the lst Air C~valrJ Division, 
remained in the Lejeune AO until April 22d when thfi Division relinquished 
control of the .3/25 and Lejeune terminated. Thereafter the .3/25 remained in 
the southern Quang Ngai Province, but,joined nnother operation, Oregon. 
Included in this operation in addition to the 3/25 were the 196th Light Infantry 
Brigade, the 1st Brigade of the lOlst Airborne Division, and an armored 
cavalry squadron from the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. Troop B of the lst 
Squadron, 9th Cavalry stayed on in the Due Pho area after Operation Lr:ljeune 
as part of Task Force Oregon. All of these units were united under a 
provisional divisional headquarters fran .UACV. 

While the 2d Brigade had control cf op~rations, the 2/5 Cav ~s used 
primari,4r as a security force for the so-called inner area which extended 
east of National Route 1 to the sea coast between E-:w grid lines 30 and 40. 
The sea LOC, IZ 1 s Montez \IllS. and Frenchy and· loc<:l PF (Popular Forces) and 
RF (Regional Forces) posts were the most important posts in this inner araa. 
The l/5 Cav was responsible for the outer area in wi1ich it concentrated its 
search and destroy operations. That battalion w.s Cl.lso prepared with a 
reaction fo1ce to exploit any contacts of B 1/9 Cav. B Troop dispatched 
daily its aerial surveillance helicopters to conduct first and last light 
reconnaissance as well as aggressive search missions during daylight hours 
primarily to the north and northeast of Due Pho. B Troop 1s blue pl2.toon, the 
organic infantry platoon, was i11serted daily in two different locations 
throughout the opera.tion to develop the situation when sighting:; were made by 
the helicopters. 

Except for a heavy contact made on April 16th,_ there were no other major 
enemy. actions in the Lejeune AO. The enemy were sighted but on~ in two and 

. three men groups, usual~ with packs and weapons, which were taken tmder fire 
by either the covering aircraft cr the inserted blue platoon of l/9. Out of 
twenty insertions, the blue team made sporadic to heavy contact on thirteen 
occasions. In all the blue platoon was credited with S•wenty enemy killed. 
Ch several occasions it \-1&5 necessary to conmit the brigade reserve-reaction 
force by air· assault to assist the blues· and to further exploit an enemy 
contact. On April 9th, after the blues were inserted in 1'ap ·An Hamlet, the 
covering aircraft observed a· number of VC trying tt maneuver, flAnk and engage 
the platoon. These gunships, at less than fifty feet above ground, engaged 
the target with rockets ll.nd machine guns. B Troop's forward observer called 
for artillery, t~.nd A 1/77 Artillery responded with 105mrn fuE quick and delay 
rounds within 100 meters of the blues. The reaction force, 2d platoon, B l/5 
Cav was inserted 200 meters west of the blues as a maneuver element. The 
artillery wo.s lifted and the two US forces linked up to swef:lp the area. But 
the enemy had withdrawn taking his dead, le~ving behind only three enemy 
killed n.nd one wounded. Both elements were extr.J.cted by 3:00 that ~fternoon. 
A sporadic exchange of fire occured at appraximc::.tely 8:30 AM on f,pril lOth 
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The general scheme of the combat operations during Lejeune was 
tmcomplicated. · The 2d Brig!!.de was responsible for the AO until it wc.s relieved 
in place by the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division at noon on April 19th. 
The 3/25, under the operational control of the 1st Air c~valrJ Division, 
remained in the Lejeune AO until April 22d when th~ Division relinquished 
control of the .3/25 and Lejeune tennins.ted. Thereafter the 3/25 remained in 
the southern Quang Ngai Province, but.joined another operation, Oregon. 
Included in this operation in addition to the 3/25 v-rere the 196th Light Infantry 
Brigade, the· 1st Brigade of the lOlst Airborne Division, and an armored 
cavalry squadron from the 11th Armored Cavalr-J Regiment. Troop B of the 1st 
Squadron, 9th Cavalry stayed on in the Due Pho area after Operation ~jeune 
as part of Task Force Oregon. All of these units were tmited under a 
provisional divisional headquarters from U/.CV. 

While the 2d Bri.ge.de had control cf opt:rations, the 2/5 Cav wt.s used 
primar~ as a security force for the so-called inner area which extended 
east of National Route 1 to the sea coast between E-W grid lines .30 and 40. 
The sea LOC, IZ 1s Montezuma and Frenchy and·locr.l PF (Popular Forces) and 
RF (Regional Forces) posts were the most important posts in this inner area. 
The l/5 Cav was responsible for the outer area in which it concentrated its 
search and destroy operations. That battalion w~s ~.lso prepared with a 
reaction folce to exploit any contacts of B 1/9 Cav. B Troop dispatched 
dail.y its aerial surveillance helicopters to conduct first ani last light 
reconnaissance as well as aggressive search missions during daylight hours 
primarily to the north and northeast of Due Pho. B Troop's blue pl.2.toon, the 
organic infantry platoon, was inserted daily in two different locations 
throughout the oper;:~.tion to develop the situation when sighti.ngswere made by 
the helicopters. 

Except for a heavy contact made on April 16th,_ there vere no other major 
enemy_ actions :in the Lejeune AO. The eneDJY were sighted but only in two and· 

. three men groups, usual~ with pe.cks and weapons, which were taken un~er tire 
by either the covering aircraft cr the inserted blue platoon of l/9. Out of 
twenty insertions, the blue team made sporadic to heavy contact on thirteen 
occasions. In all the blue platoon was credited with s~wenty enemy killed. 
Ch several occasions it l-IS.S necessary to coumit the brigade reserve-reaction 
force by air· assault to assist the blues· and to further exploit an enemy 
contact. On April 9th, after the blues were inserted in Tap· An Hamlet, the 
covering aircraft observed a· number of VC trying tt maneuver, flank and engage 
the platoon. These gunships, at less than fifty feet above ground, engaged 
the target with rockets o.nd machine guns. B Troop's forwai'Ci observer called 
tor artillery, o.nd A 1/77 Artillery responded with l05rmn fua quick and dela7 
rounds within 100 meters of the blues. The reaction force, 2d platoon, B 1/5 
Cav was inserted 200 meters west of the blues as a maneuver element. The 
artillery was lifted and the two US forces linked up to swc~p tht:l area. But 

. the enemy had withdrawn taking his dead, l~ving behind only three enemy 
killed o.nd one wounded. Both elements were extr:1cted by 3:00 that ~fternoon. 
A sporadic exchange of fire occured at apprax:i.m<!t~ly 8:30 AM on /,pril lOth 
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when the blues assaulted into Binh My (1) ha11let six kilon,;ters northwest of 
Due Pho. One VC was killed. A subsequent search of tho h."Y1lll";}t and the 
surrounding area revealed a VC classroom complctt! vrith benches and blackboard. 
Later that day, when the 2d Brigade comm:md and control telicopter ret'orted 
that it was receiving ground fire from e. brunboo thicket in i'.n Ninh (2), two 
k:Uanetcrs enst of the blue 1 s position·., the plntoon moved to a PZ (pick-up 
zone). The blues were extracted D.nd reins•.n·ted v-;ith the reaction force, this 
time 1st platoon D 1/5 Cav. Artillery fire was adjusted :in, but lii'ted as the 
ground elements swept west, killing nn additional Viet Cong soldier. The 
body count revealed only two more killed by supporting aircraft, but it ~s 
believed many other dead or wounded had been dragged from the battlefield. 

Also during the morning of the lOth ail the rising ground southe&at of 
Ism Binh Lake, the 1st platoon of J\ Company 2/5 Cnv spotted three armed enemy, 
engaged and pursued them into a fortif".ied position, subsequently determined to 

·be bunkers four feet deep with railroad track overh~ co-..er. ~lhen the 
platoon was still in contact three hours later, it was esti.1!!f;.ted that an 
eneJJw' platoon was cornered and A Canpa.ny 1s three pletoons assaulted fran 
Montezunn to assist. Within a.&&other hnlf-hour D 1/5 Cav was placed OPCON to 
the 2/5 Cav and inserted at LZ Brass, a half kiloml;;lter north, to reinforce. 
llRA (~erial Rocket Artillery) was directed in, killing two enemy moving down ~ 
trail and a third two hours later as the enany sought to recover the dead ·, 
bodies. Even after D l/5 arrived, light conte.ct of small arms and automlltic · .. 
weapons continued. l-lhen several men in khaki unifol"JllS were st::en nenr a ce. ve, ' 
.W was again called in and destroyed the cave entrance. ).foreover, siX air­
strikes were brought to bear dropping 171000 lbs of bombs, 7,500 lbs of napalm, 
expending 12,720 rounds of 2Q:um cannon, mid 2,400 rounds of .50 caliber m:>.chine 
gun.o All enemy firing ceas~d at 7:00 PM after this cverwhelming c!OCionstra.tion 
of fire power. Final assessments were four enany killed by bOdy count; others 
were believed to be d~.d in the blown fortifications or carried off the 
battlefield. US losses were one killed and four wounded. This area of 
contact was searched on the morning of the lith and i. 2/5 Cav located a cave 
canplex large enough to conceal an enany compr..ny. Ltltt::r that day c:nother 

. sizable cave was found in the snme vicinity. During the next two G~ys there 
was sporadic contact throughout tho AO, with nunerous gr·ound to air firings. 

It was apparent rig.'lt from the beginning that the local enemy in the llrea · 
had never before been challenged by ainnobilc tactics. They learnE:d the hard 
way. It took several days for than to appreciate the versatility end 
flexibility of the American helicopter. They realized that mine fields and 
booby traps around an A.ir Cavalry colllll:lalld post or logistical area in no way 
restricted air assault tactics as would be the case lti.th a unit limited 
primari.ly to ground movement. The.t is not to say, howevur 1 that the enemy 
gave up using mines and booby traps, for just the opposite proved true. There 
were more sniping incidents and booby traps encountered in the district than 
in ~ other district in Binh Dinh Province during the preceding few months. 
The tactical combat engineer support units, after the operation, described 
their support as routine during Lejeune, with the exception of the large 
number of mines and booby traps uncovered; moreover, the manner in which they 

20 



were plE.ced, as well as the difforent typ.es that ·..ruro usod, dispkyed a gr~at 
deal of skill and technic~l knowledge. Th(..'Y were r:>.pidly t:r.lplacoo u.sing a 
large amount of captured or found US ordnance up to :md including 250 pound 
r..cmta. Items found by the ~:.:ngineers during e. single minesweeping opeNtion 
included; 1 VC anti-personnel mine, one 250 lb bomb, three 8llmn mortar rounds, 
four 155mm howitzer rounds, three 105mm howitzer rounds, one 106mm Bee Hive 
round, two claymore mines, and several hand grenades. 

Unfortunate~ not all of the enemy booby traps were discovered and unarmed. 
On the 12th of April, the first pl.atoon C 2/5 lost two mon killed and two 
wounded from a mine made of a 155rnm artill,31'"Y white phvsphorus round. That 
same day two men G.nd a scout dog cf D 2/5 were killed two and a hal.f kilometers 
southeast of Due Pho when a booby trapped 105mm or 155~m hm~itz~r round wes 
accidentally tripped. On the 14th the 2/5 Cav found and destroyed el~ven 
booby traps. None of these traps or mines seemed in any wr.y visibly m::>.rkc:d, 
and a check with the US District Advisor revealed that prob-:>..bly no mc:J.rkings 
were ever USed because the area Wd.S genera~ VC controlJ.dd before the brigade IS 

arrival. There was no need to mark the traps as a wr-.rning to the civilians. 
The VC ree.soned that as loog .,_s they were in control the sym~thy of the paase.nts 
was imma.t~rial. 

On April JJth at 8:25AM the scout platoon .leader's OH-13 helicopter from 
B Troop received heavy ~utamatic weapons fire from Vinh Hien hamlet, seven and 
a half' kilometers north of Due Pho. Within fifty Dli.nutes the blues of B Troop 
were again on the ground to develop the situation. i.s soon as they lu.nded, the 
helicopters &boTe observed a large number of persons l!lr,ving ncrth from the . 
hamlet and along Natic.nal Route 1. The 3d plc1.toon of A 1/5, the ready reaction 
rorce, was conmitted to establish a northam blocking position. After stopping 
and questioning tha Vi~tnamese, the 3d platoon detaindd seventeen, one of whom 
turned out to be a. VC tax collector carrying 28,000 piasters. &lanwhile, 

the blues had pickad up twenty-nine detainees. :.rter these were extracted, 
the platoon continued west until confronted by a heavily fortified area. The 
platoon halted until. the A 1/5 rencticn platoon could be extracted from the 
highway to join them. The two platoons then swept the area with very little 
resistance. Aerial redoru"18.issa.nce indicated the area wns 200 r.teters square, 
which, when searchdd by the ground troops, revealed numoarous fighting bunkers, 
trench works and a good deal of barbed wire. There were two VC killed by 
helicopter gunners. The tmits were extracted in the aarly afternoon. 

The heaviest combat nction of thu cpert!tion occurred on ; .. pril 16th, a day 
which was also m.:trked by _twenty-throe light and sporadic contacts. The 2d 
Battalion, .35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division which h<>.d deployed into the 
~jeune AO the day before WM to play n. significe>.nt p-:lrt i.."l this c::>.ction. On 
the 15th the 2/:35 Infantry, a batt~lion of the 3dBrigr..cio, 25th Infantry . 
Division, deployed from the Pershing AO to repl..:'l.ce the 1/5 Cav \·.r~ich wc>.s to 
return to Binh Dinh Provmce. In effect at 10::30 AM th::t day the 2d Brige.de 
and the .3/25 Infmltry merely exchanged the operational control of th., · 
respective battalions. The first C-7A sortie r.f the 2/:35 p~rsonnel arrivt1d c.t 
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Montezuma at 7:20 AM and the main body of the battdlion with C Bat~~ry, 2d 
Battalion, 9th Artillery had closed by 2:40 in the aftemoon. The 1/5 Cav 
used the backhaul CH-47 and C-7A for its deplo~ment into Fm.·shing, clearing 
Montezuma. with B Battery 1/77 Artillery by 4:20 PH. Alpha Company 2/35 
Infantry remained at LZ Montezuma as the brigade re8.ction force, while B and C 
com~ies 2/35 moved by foot to Frenchy to establish a forward operating base 
(FOB). · 

On April 16th, the 2d Brigade continued its search and destroy mission 
.,nth the one air cavalry battalion, one infantry battalion and B Troop 1/9 
cav. The hamlet of Hoi An (2), in the very northeastern part of the J\0 near 
the Due Pho-Quan Ho District boundar;>r was suspected of being the location of a 
vc company. The blues were on the ground th0re at 7:40 iJf and a detainee 
reported that there had been fifty NVA and ten VC in the hamlet the night 

• A platoon fran the 2/35 was inserted as reinforcements and the tuo 
platoons swept south to make contact. Mea&''lWhile there trere nuniorous enemy 
sightings to the north where approximately 100 indi victuals were observed, ... . that the sweep we.s in the wrong direction. The ground clements 

around and started north. After moving 200 meters north of the hamlet 
__ _._., .. artillery fires moving progressively 100 meters ahead of them, the men of 

pla.toons encountered intense enemy ground fire. A hee.vy fire fight · ... 
tte"·"~"V"""-£ in which there were t\·renty-one separate ground-to-aircra.t't. firings in 

two kilometer area. ~e weapons helicopter gmJ.ship of B 1/9 wr;,g shot down 
all four crew mEmbers killed. As the fight continued to escalate, two 

companies from the 2/35 were inserted ae n bloekL~ force a kilometer to 
north and along the northern District border, the limit of the h.O. Too 
aircraft were in the air to have artillery 11 prep" the proposed landing 
, so a CH-47 "Go~11 helicopter armed with a 40nm cannon, aerial rockets 

machine gtms provided the necessary support prior to the two-canpany 
u~:~a.u..&.'-• Once on the ground C 2/35 blocked to the north and·:.. 2/35 to the 

• At this point, the coumanding officer of the 2d Battalion, 35th 
,-... ,r . ......- with the ma.jorit7 ot the troops on the ground assumed control of the 

elEments. \'lhen the enany positions were pinpointed through the 
deplo;yment of the ground elements, two :;.ir Force tactical air 

s were called in on the main enemy positions lrilling appro.x:il-..tately 
ve VC. MeanwrJ.le, at 2:15 PM, the downed he,licoptar and its four 

crew members were secured by C Company 2/35, and within another hour B 
's rigging and recovery team were on the site to begin the extraction. 
the extraction began, the recovery t'eam cmne under intense fire from what 

to be an enemy force of company size or larger moving to the northwest. 
Troop's. gunships new at treetop level and engaged them with machine gun 

and 40mm grenades, ldlling four enemy by body comt a.nd woUnding an 
ted ten more. By nightfall on the 16th, a tptal of forty-three VC had 

killed. 0£ this total B Troop cla:imed seventeen, and the 2d Brigade 
QDI!I&Ilc1ez 's command and control ship six. In addition, several detainees were 

ns weD; as two prismers from the 219 VC Local Force Company. 

A sweep of this contnct area on the 17th by A an<;! C Comp?...nies 2/'35 r\:1sulted 
sporadic contact and two additional enemy were killed. Also on the 17th B 
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Company, Sth Ehgineer Battalion found n.nd destrored seven bcoby traps on the 
short access road to the wn.ter point at LZ Montezma, all of which had been 
placed there during the night. In response to a report by tho 1/77 l·.rtillery 
liaison team that the j~VN Popular Force (PF) Camp with two 155mm howitzers, a 
kilometer southeast of Due Pho city, was expecting an enemy attack, A 2/5 was 
air assaulted into tha.t position. Meanwhile, both the PF cllntp arid LZ lt:>ntezuma 
were alerted and artillery concentrations fired arcund ~ch position. 

One particular technique that was singularly successful during Operation 
Lejeune was the brigade's Night Hunter o~ration conducted practically each 
night. In what used to be territory under his control, the Viet Cong beca~e 
the hunted rather than the hunter. A night hunter oper.:!.tic·n required four 
helicopters and combined aerial fire support ca~bilities. Flying in a one­
two-one formation, three armed and unlighted helJcopters would follow the 
J.ead ship which would be lighted. As the lead ship dropped flares, the door 
gunners in the following two helicopters, which flew at a higher altitude and 
at a distance not to be revealed by tho flares, would observe the ground with 
starlight scopes. Once the enemy was spotted, the gunners would open up with 
tracers to make the target visible for the following, and the last ship to 
engage with 2.75 inch rockets within a matter of seconds. The Night Hunter 
ccncept was very effective at finding lltld killing the eneoy. 

Operation Lejeune canbined the efforts of the four military services; the 
00 AI"l!JY', the US Marine Corps, the US Air Force 1 and the US Navy. US~fC 
assistance was limited as the battalion hAd o. more pressing commitment to 
deploy out of the AO. The tactical Air Force support was substantial. The 
Air·Force C-7A Caribous made 159 sorties into Montezuma, carrying 1,081 
passengers and 128.7 short tons of cargo. In support of ground tropps there 
were nunerous air strikes ~th preplanned and inmediate. Most of the 
preplanned strikes were scheduled against reported enemy positions outside the 
range of organic artillery. There were a total of seven mediate strikes 
nown for close support to troops . in contact. These were filled by alert 

or by other flights in the AO which Were diverted in air for this 
.ui.Ju."•'-'"'~4'""""' tire support. During the first eight days <.•f the operation 

, '?(X) lbs of "bombs were :expended, 140,000 l.bs of na~.lm dropped, 366 2. 75" 
""""~~'""T~.,. and approximately 60,000 rounds of 20mm and .50 caliber rotmds poured 

enemy positions. Tha US Navy provided gtm support ~th a total of .2,348 
from one of its two ships off the shore-the US Picking or the US Shelton. 

Engineer support thrc.ughout Opere.tion Lejeune was outstanding to say the 
• The first C-7A airstrip was canpleted during the afternoon of April 8th, 

. it was not cleared for fixed wing aircraft until the. US Air Force 
Team could approve its use. At noon on tho 9th of April, the first 

Caribou landed to initiate an afternoon of shuttle traffic. The incoming 
that day had as their first loads tqirty tons of culvert which were 

••••Jelol.ll'l::'u by the side of the runway since no parking ramp area was yet rrepared. 
an indicatlon of air traffic density, there were thirty C-7A landings and 

6 rotory wing landings on the 9th. The airstrip work continued without 



let-up to lengthen it for C-123 nircr.nft. Another night passed with glaring 
search lights. This was cne part of the move into Montezuma thnt the Marines 
could not understand. Long accustcmed to very strict light and noise contra~ 
at night, the Marines shuddered to think of the roar caused by the bulldozers 
and scrapers, of the intense illuninr..tion from the flow lights. But this 
apprehension was fortunately unfounded, and the engin~;;t:lr work continued 
without enemy interruption. There are at least two reasons why this was so; 
one, en~ forces could not react quickly ~nough to attack such a large 
inStallation and secondly they were probably awed by the fire superiority 
of the helicopters. Moreover, as seen, th~ night which had previcusly belcnged 
to the enemy was all but neutralized by the 2.d Brigade 1 s night hunter 
operations. 

The engineer work was mking headway. Orio.~ hundred fifty· feet ~thir~ :inch 
culvert was assembled to improve the airstrip drain8.ge, and the grcund trench 
vas dug for its emplacement. On April 11th, the 2,300 feat C-123 strip was 
canpleted with lOO foot overruns at each end. The USAF Inspecticn team 
approved it the next day for C-123 traffic with a runway cf 2~000 feet because 
the base perimeter fenoe at the north end restricted the glide path, eliminat~g 
a few hundred feet of runway. The airstrip waa named Dusseau Airfield in 
honor of Specialist Four Jerry Dusseau, a dem91ition's specialist from 
Charlie Company who was killed by hostile actim near Phan Thiet during the 
preceding January. 'hro days later on April 13th the Sth Engineers began the 
construction of the second C-7A strip parallel am west of the completed 
c~W strip. One thousand meters of barrier were removed to make roan. This 
second strip was necessary so that the engineers of the 39th Engineer 
Battalion, a nc.norganic mit, could improve and suffe.ce the Cl23 airstrip to 
meet C-130 aircraft criterion without reducing the C-?A traffic into the IZ. 
This ·second C-7A strip was finished in twenty-five hours after 4,150 cubic 
yards of earth had been graded and moved. The ~ir Force inspection team 
de.cl.ared this new strip operational on tho 16th and the first Caribou lended 
at 4:00 PM that afternoon. 

On the coo.st another major constructic..n effort had begun. The road which 
would eventually connect Guadnlcanal and Montezuma and over which the supplies 
brought in by the &ea LOC could be transported inland was under construction 
by other elements of t!1e 39th &lgineer Battalion· (canbat). The advance party 
ot the 39th &lgineers attived at Montezuma on April lOth to coordinate with 
he 2d Brigade Headquarters for the ncccmplisllnent of its twc missic·ns. The 
ttali<n was in general support of the Division and was taskod to construct 

the road from the coast inland capable cf sustaining Class 30 traffic and to 
improve the airstrip at Montezuma for all-weather C-130 use. On the 13th of 
prU, D ·Company of too 39th Engineer Bat tali on landed from LST 1 s at 

dalcanal and prepared to begin work on the pioneer read west from the sea 
EarJ..i the next morning. Secured by an element from C Company 2/5 Cav, the 
road work party had moved three kUometers west by the evening of the 14th. 
~ the 15th D Compc'l.ny moved its command post from Guadalcanal to this river 
crossing point and established a water point there. That same day A Compt:~.ny 

d Headquarters Cornp-'Uly of the 39th Fllgineer Battalion personnel disembarked 
t Guadalcanal. · 
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On AprU l6th as th~ men of /1. Comp.3.ny wl3re Ll.ines\'mcping the road for a 
kilcmeter west of Guadalcanal, an ener.Iy mine was detcnated ~t 8:43 :~.M killing 
two US soldiers and wounding four others. The result::.ng crater was five feet 
deep. ·Other elements of Alpha Compllny hauled fill dirt to stabilize the 
lateral roads to the beach area,and improved the defensive positicns on the 
north end of the beach perimeter. Delta Company completed a forty-five foot 
dry span M4T6 ovur the San ?>long River. Work continued during the subsequent 
days to improve the beach unloading area and to construct tho road to 
Montezuna. The heavy rains on April 18th considerably ha11perec the road 
construction effort, but the road work cuntinued until the read was co.:nplete.q 
finished and ready for convoy traffic on hpril 25th. 

Civic Action Programs were very much a part of Operation Lejeune as in 
every division operation. The coming of the 2d Brig?.ce was sudden and 
dramatic am the people of Due Pho lined the strc:btS to watch in awed silence 
as 'load. after load of troops and equipnent moved into the area. The 
construction of the C-7A airstrip at MOntezuma meant an additional resupp~ 
means for the District, and plans·· werb made immec!iately to bring backlogged 
US/s.ID materials 1 refugee relief supplios and district resu~ply in on the ngw 
airstrip. As plans were developed for operaticns and cc.nst.ruct.:lcn in the 
area, the mission of the district advisory teAm boca.me clear; to provide close, 
continuous liaison and assistance to the District administration, end to 
coordinate the developnent of the Due Pho area. 

· Cho of the major civic action projects was the ocmploto relocation of 
people living in Truong SlUlh Hamlet, just north of LZ Montezuma, necessitated 
by the LZ base developnent and the needed construction for the lcnger airstrip. 
The 2d Brigade S-5 maintained close coordination with Vietnamese District 
Officials as well as the Mi1CV Advisory team at Due Pho to insure the civilians 
would be given all assistance necessary. The District Chief held a meeting 

· jn the hamlet on /1pril 12th to explain the necessity <Jf the mcve and the amount 
ot assistance to. be rendered bY. the GyWusFWF. Two GVll Claim/Settlement 
officials were on hand to explain the procedures for making claims and what 
settlement would be made by the Province. The families were given the choice 
of resettling in one or three other hamlets 1 each within two kilometers of 
Truoog Sanh. It was ~1ot required that the hamlet be resettled in mass. The 
relocation was divided into three }:ha'aes each phese requiring the movement of 
a particular section of the hamlet. Phase III was to be finished by the 25th 
of April. Minute attentiat to detail was JMde, since even the movement of the 
ancestral graves W1.l.s included in the planning. 

Several kilc:.meters to the north or Due Pho, beginning on the 13th of 
fiprU, B Troop 1/9 Cav provided aerial surveilJ..nnce so that the local 
civilians .jould harvest the rice crcps withvut renr of enemy intervention. 
Ironically the rice crops which were bd:i.ng harvested were planted by the VC, 
and for the first time, with Free World assistance, the Vietnamese peasant 
were deriving a benefit fr01:1 their enEmy. Over. e four day period more than 
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1~000 harvesters brought in rice in excess of 66 tons. ;\dditional ground 
security was provided for this operation, called Gold Fl~0cc by the Vietnamese 
Popular Force troops. 

The usual civic projects ccntinuod; tending to the refugees, daily sick 
ealls, passing cut food a.nd vegetable seeds, assisting in the. construction 
o! classroans and housjng, and looldng for public projects to empl.or the 
civilians. During Lejeune, 2,000· sheets of roofing tin, 120 bags of cement,· 

· 10) poundS: of medical supplies, 11000 pounds of ammunition, and 4,000 pounds 
o! baXTier m.'lterial were delivered to the district. 

In addition to the maintenance problems caused by the overwhelming amount 
o! dust and dirt at Montezuma, there were additional m~intenance requirements, 
especially with the air support provided on the sen coast. The helicopters 
.which supported the 1st FSE at Gua.dalcana.l were cften required to pick up 
rran and deliver cargo to sea. going vessels and on the sandy beaches near the. 
water 1a edge. As a result, there was n great deal of powdery sand and salt 
spray stirred up which required a. daily washing of the helicopters to prevent 
corrosive damage. 

During Lejeune, the l.t1rge twin-rotored workhorse, the Chinooks frc.m the 
22Bth Assault Support Helicopter Battalion supported primnrily fran Position 
English, with sane of the aircrn.f't laagering (positioning aircraft on the grounc 
1n an area which has a perimeter defense) at An Khe and Hammond. · The 227th 
Assault Helicopter Battalion providod six to eight UH-1D1 s and two UH-lR1 s· 
da~ to the 2d Brigade for tactical assaults. Additiona.J..4r four UH-JJ11 s 
provided logistical resupply and four more were tasked for command and control 
ships. The aircraft were nown into the Lejeune AO each day and laagered at 
Due Pho during daylight when not involved in combat assaults. The 1st Aviation 
Detacment (Provisional) supported Operation LejEnme on a missiOJ:t basis and 
flew twenty sorties on two different missions for a total of nine aircraft 
!lfirig-hours. The Aviation· Detaclmlent aircraft expended 148 2. 75 inch rockets, 
21920 rounds of 2Cmn cannon fire, 2,125 rounda ot 40nm grenades, and 5,.500 
rcninds of .50 caliber machine gun tire' in support of grcund troops. 

The artillery fi.':e support during Lejeune was similar4' extensive. The 
lst Battalion, 77th Artillery (minus ita C Battery -Nhich waa attacbe~:.to. the 2/J$ 
Artiller,y in the Pershing AO was in direct support of the ~ Brigade. ' 
Attached to the battalion minus were 1i. 1/30 Artillery (155), a tllatoon fran 
C 4/f:JJ Artillery (M-42) and a squad from C 4/W Artillery (M-55). The units 
fran the 4/f:JJ l.rtillery were in the AO between 8 - 14 April and OPCCN to the 
2/$ Cav •. l.lso the rocket artillery fire fran a pl.D.toon fraa C Battery 2/20 
Artille17 (AM) reinforced the howitzer. fire fran the 1/77 Artillery. On 
April 15th, when the 2/35 Infantry replaced the 2/5 Cav in Lejeune, C Battery, 
2d Battalion, 9th Artillery also arrived at Guadalca.nal to replace 1. 1/77. 
B 1/77 was then attached to 2/9 .\rtill~ry until Bra.vo Battery also departed. 
Primarily the artillery fire support was rendered fran LZ 1 S Montezuma and · 
Fi-enchy' both. On the 11th the Montezuma defensive fire plan was upgradE:ld to 
include sixteen counter mortars, seventeen defensive concel)trations, and six 
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targets. On the 12th a coordinated fire plan was developed with 

earchlights and a Battery Coomaooer1 s Scope (BC Scope) on top of Dang Mountai.Dl 
just to the east of LZ Montezuna. Day observation was improved and at night 

given concentration around the position could be illuminated and a round 
fired thereon. The artillery ammunition expenditure until 6:00 AH on April 
]Bth, as reflected in totals by caliber, were 7,326 rounds of l05mm, 2,727 
rounds of 155mm, 2,348 naval gunfire, and 350 ro\n'lds from the US:t-£ Artillery. 

On April 18th the 2d Brigade Task Force units were preparing to leave the 
Lejeune AO. It was a typical day in the operation. The aircraft of Bravo 
Troop 1/9 Cav had nine incidents of either 611911\Y sightings or light engagements. 

blues were inserted five kilometers west of the northern portion of the 
Khe Lake to sweep a built-up area. Arter sporadic fire, three enemy were 

}dlled, two captured, and eleven detainees evacuated. The blues were extracted 
a few minutes before noon. A Company 2/35 was in contact with an estim?.ted 
enemY platoon in the northern portion of the AO. A Company 2/5 was conunitted 
as a reaction force to deny est.a.pe to the north. The contact resultt.'<i in 
three US wounded and eight VC killed. Elsewhere there were the usual aircraft 
firings and discovery of mines and booby traps. 

On AprU 19th the Division's 2d Brigade was relieved of all responsibility 
in this AO at 12:00 noon when the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division assumed 
control. The 2d Brigade released the OPCON of the 2/35 Infantry and B 1/9 Cav 
to the 3/25 and moved to LZ Uplift with the 2/5 Cav to rejoin Operation Pershizlg. 
The 3/25 TF with the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry 
and B l/9 Cav continued this aerial surveillance, LZ security, rice harvest 
security, and thorough search and destroy operations throughout the AO. There 
was very little contact for the remainder of the operation. Ear~ on the 20th 
A 2/35 received small arms f.ire fran just south of the Lam Binh Ul.ke and calle<t 
in artillery. A search of the· area revealed twelve VC killed in addition to 
rour huts and ten bunkers destroyed. On April 2l.st .ther& were eight light 
contacts and nine incidents of gro'lU'ld-to-air firings. A brigade lang-range 
patrol encountered a VC booby trap which was possibly a 6Qnm mortar three 
kilometers west of Due Pho which killed four as soldiers. Three of the nine 
ground-to-air firings involved 12.7mm anti-aircraft fire. Three airstrikes 

called in on the suspected locations and both the fighter pilots and the 
FAC' s observed numerous enemy. The tour anti-aircrafi. positions were destroyeq, 
but there was no assessment on enell\1 killed. 

At noon on April 22, Ope: ation Lejeune tenninated and the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division released OPCON of"the 3/25 which joined Task Force Oregon. · 

Opere.tion Lejeune was certain~ one of historical importance. The 2d 
Brigade's canmitment was the first time any US AI"'IJY unit had operated in 
Vietnam's I Corps Tactic~l Zane. The engineer effort which helilifted thirty 
tons of equipnent to build two tactical fixed-wing airstrips in a matter of a 
few days is tmparalleled in Army engineering hiStory. Th~ reacticn capability 
to deploy fully a brigade task force in a day and a half to begin operations in 
~ entirely new area of operations once again proves the overwhelming 
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flexibility of an ai.rmobilG division. li.lthough contacts were primarily 
light throughout the operation, the 176 VC killed and l27 VC captured by the 
Air Cavalry units in twelve days testify to the effectiveness of the brigade 
task force to find the enany and destroy him. The 3/25 killed 29 enemy to 
bring the total enemy dead to 205. Ther"' were very f<::w contacts with main 
force enemy units so the enemy losses, totaling .3.32, were predominantly from 
local. groups and the vital infrastructure. The casualty ratio, an indication 
of the success of any operation, -was high-nine enemy dead to one of ours. 
The statistics~. for enany dead are those verified by body count. lis it is 
a proven fact that the enemy places great importance on removing his dead from 
the battlefield, it is a reasonable presumption the enemy death toll was 
substantially higher. 

The Division enter.ed Quang Ngai Province as a. stop-gnp measure so t.hat 
the pressure could be maintained while the Marines moved out anG. before the 
J/25 could deploy into the AO. Again this was the first time any i.rrn:,· unit 
had operated in the }.farina zone. The Division left behind two airstrips, a 
massive .sea. LOC, a crucial supply road, n lx.'\Clly dc>maged VC infrastructure and 
better provided· for Vietnamese population. In light of the ~ited mission, 
the operation can be best described a8 a complete success. 
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: D ISTRIDUTION 

1 - CG, 1st !CD 
1 - ADC-A, lst ACD 
1 - ADC-B, 1st ACD 
3 - ea Dde 1 l ACD 
9 - ea Dn, l ACD 
1 - lst Sqdn1 9th Cav 

36 - ea Inf Co, l ACD 
4 - ea Cav Troop, 1 A<ID 
4 - 11th A Viat1Cil Grcup 
5 - Division Artillecy 
5 - Support 0 ommond 
l - Sth Engr Bn 
l - 13th Sig Dn 
6 - ACofS: G-.3 
4 - ACofS: G-2 
2 - ACofS: G-5 

ll - l4 MU Hist Det 
75- CIAH 

1 - CG, USARV, ATTN: AVC - Hist Division, APO 963(17 
1 - CG, IFFORCEV, ATTN: Historian 
2- MACV- IO 
1 - Chief of Military History, DA, Washington, D. C. 20310 
1 - Library, United States Milit817 A~adeli\Y, West Point New York 
l - CG, 4th Infantry Division, APO 96262 
1 - CG, 3d Dde, 25th Infsntr,y Division, APO 96225 
l - 00, lst Bde, lOlst Abn Division, APO 96.349 
l - CG, 25th Infantry Divisim, APO 96225 
1 - CG, 196th Lt Inf Bde, APO 96256 
1 - CG, 17.3d Am Dde, APO 96250 
1 - 00, 9th Inf Divisicn, APO 96.390 
l - CG, lst Inf' Divisicn, APO 96345 
l - Com:it, USA Inr Sch, Ft Denning, Ga 31905 
l - Condt, USA Avn Sch, Ft Rucker, Ala 36360 
1 - Coudt, JFKSFWAR Sch, Ft Dragg, NC '2a307 
1 - Condt, USA.C&GSC, Ft wavenwarth, Kan 660Z7 
l -Editor, USAGSSC Mil Review 
l - Condt, USSAMS, l~t Sill, Okla 7.3504 
l - Chiof or Resorve and Rorc Arra:!rs, DA, Washingtcn, D.c. 
l -CO, USA Inr HtniW Unit, Ft Benn1ng1 Ga 31905 
l - CG, Ft Knox, Ky 40121 
l - CG, Ft Jackscn, S.C. 292CJ7 
l - CG, Ft Gordcn, Ga 30905 
l - CG 1 Ft Polk, La 71459 
1 - CG, Ft Iaonard Wood, Mo 65473 
1 - CG 1 Ft Ord, Calif 93941 
1 -Army Magazine, 1529 J.Sth st. N.W. I Wash, D.c. 20036 
1 - T~ Magazine, Editorial & Ja.dvertising Offioo, Tiloo and Life Dldg, 

Rockefeller Center, N.Y., N.Y. 10020 
1 -Saturday Evening Post, Indo~ndenco Square, Philadelphia, Pa 19105 
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· l - CG, US Army Weapons Command, ROCk Island, Ill 
~.- l - CG, US ArnGr Missile Command, Redstcme Arsenal, Ala 

1 - CG, us Army 1-llnitioos Command, Dovar, N.J. 
1 - CG, US Arley'" Tactical Evaluation Command, Aberdeen, Md 
1 - USACDC, Liaiscn Detaclumnt 1 HQ USARV 

1 
A.PO 963ff7 

1- CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC - DST, J..PO 963CY7 
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OPERATION IEJEUNE 

A· B"~ General George A. Blanchard, Assistant Division Commander - A, 
supervised Operation Lejeune !rom 6 - 22 April 1967. 

II'.. Lieutenant Colonel Fred E. Karhohs, Conmanding Officer of the lst Air 
cavalry's Second Brigade. 

C. Lieutenant Colonel Charles G. Olentine, Comna.nding Officer of the 8th 
Engineer Battalion, su;rvised the engine~ring efforts in the Lejeune 
Area of Operations (AO from a - ll April 1967. 

D. Ra~orback Beach or Landing Zone Gua.dalca.nal as seen fran the air. 

E. Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. Stevenson, whose 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry 
swiftly deployed into the Lejeune AO. 

F. The airstrip at LZ Montezuma. as seen fran the air. 

G. Engineer graders work m airstrip at LZ Montezuma. 

H. A mine-sweeping team clears area between LZ Montezuma and LZ Guadalcanal. 

. I. Bulldozer at work on airstrip at LZ MontezUIB. 
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