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OP .i!RA T ION u:JElJNE 

The defeat of the .3d North Vietnamese .6.nQ' (NVA) Div111Cift and ita three 
main force regiments baa been the pn.ry aUita.ry object,1tlt or u. lat Air 
Cava.lry Division s·ince the B1Db D1mi PacUication Caapa1p a- tab' ~ 
as the battle of Binh Dinh was initiated in aid-SeptEmber 1966. !bat Capa18n1 
which presently cmtinuee in ,erahina, tbe tourth c•-.-... ap1..U., 
progressed in stages through Operations Tblpr I, lrYins, llld ·'lhaJer II. A 
capsule analysis of the Division's scheme of maneuver duriDg these four 
operations fran September 1966 through March 1967 will d-..trat.e the over­
whelming success of this Campaisn. These victories torced 't-~ c_,. 
forces out of B:inh Dinh Province 1 which in conj1mction with ot.ber .uit&r,y 
obj~ctives, led to:the Air Cavalr,y's commitment for Operation Lejeune • 

. In Thayer I two brigades ot the Divis~m uprooted two o~ the .3d. llV#. 
Diviaicm 1 &· .• three regiments trca their rear base and lo~ ~ u.a 
in . the Kim Son Valley. (Map 1) This we accc.pl.ished by a aeri• _ ot ~ 
search and destroy missions. The enav chose not to stand and t"iaht1 but. 
instead retreated eastward int\l the coastal plains along the South China Sea. 
It was in this coastal area that Operation Ining CaJIIlellceclin earq Oc~ 
with the -deplol'lJlent of three Free World For•. around the ~ct.ed .._.. · 
locations. Republic ot Korea (ReitJ units, aa 'vall aa a ci1Y.l.a.i011 trca tM ·' 
Arrify of the Republic of Vietnaa. (ARVR), joined the Air Caw.Jr7 to tilhten the 
noose. The Free World Militar;r Assistance Farce (FWMa\F) lat.uration ot tbe : 
coastal area resulted in the withdrawal of eoe117 main torce r-mante., which 
-were able to escape the Irving- i>r~p, back to. ao1mtain sanctuari• in the west.· 
Once again in hot pursuit 1 the D%WiCil uncofll~ this tiM the IIUaift. baae 
and supply a~ "lh the Soui Ca V~ just southeast ot the Kia Scm. . 

<"~j}- ' . . 
Operation Ir:vi.na tel'Bd.Dated ~October 24, 1966 ud tJai., ~ o, 1J JDCecl. · 

-thereafter. The objeeti w ill~· II vu to contm. ...U.C t.lhJ . · 
pressure on the enem.y unite t · ·. ~~tal·IJ.ala Dab Prcm.Dce •.. 
Battalion. sized operatiCils were _ . ctecS trca Position H aad• a diYili~. 
torward conmand post and logieti~' ~area, to tba .... Scm Jliftlo, . 
and frail the sea coast west- ~-.U:be "(~ ~ ·Valle;r. S1aul.taneoueq. 
a battalion of the First Cavalr;y~ an ARVH battaliCil operated north of · 
Bong Son cn·"the coastal plains a . :·-in a search tor tbe ...,.. Apia t.....S 
to move on, the enemy withdrew 111 Nte oil~ possible direction - north aDd iDto · 
the Bong Son Plain and the An Lao';Jalley. Operation Pershing began on . 
11 February 1967 in response to iAtell.igence reports that •in t"orce NVA unite 
were massing on the Bong Son Plain to attack US/ARVN installations in tbe area. 
Thorough search and destroy operations concentrated ill the coastal area and 
enemy main force units were encountered and badly defeated. The divisi<Xt 
then shifted part pf its forces westward into the An Lao V&ll.ey, a rugged 
foreboding area, which for years had been the loc!ltion of the 22d ;rNA Reghtenta.l 
Headquarters, as well as other enEIJJ.Y staging and base areas. Thes'e areas had 
never before been challenged in force. Reinforced by thtl three battali<Xts of 
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the Jd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, the t:r.r~o brigades of tha lst Air 
Cavalry Division minus the Camp Radcliff S•;;curity !orca and the battaliCil 
task force at Pban Thiet on Operation Byrd have in Op6rr.tion Pershing mnintAined 
the pressl.U"e throughout Binh Dinh Province. Elements continued to operate 
in the Tha7er !/Irving areas to prevent a.n enEIJIY regrouping there while eearch 
and destroy activity continued in tha north through the Bong Son Plain/An Lao 
Valley regions. The effect of the pacification campaign baa been that two 
reg1menta, the 18th HVA and the 22d HVI., ot the 3d HVA Diviaim have suffered 
severe logistical and personnel losses. Relentlesslf pursued in every portion 
of the Province 1 these tmi ts were forced to find an area in which they could 
regain strength and reorganize ranks 1 an area that would be "safe", free 1'ran 
the pursuit and devastating tactics ot the Air Cavalr;y. Consequ-mt:q, the 
2d VC Regiment, as ear~ as mid-October 1966, retr~E-ted into Quang Ng.:d 
Province and thereby avoided severe losses in Binh Dinh Pro\rince. The; 22d NVA 
Regiment made two withdrawals into Quang Ngai ...men the pressure b;cane too 
severe during the month of March. Theoo enemy reti"t-;l".ts to the nort.h cc;mtributed 
to the reasons for CCXIIIlellcinc Operation Lejeune on 1\prU 7th. 

The boundary between the Pronnces of Quang Ngai in the north and Binh 
Dinh in the south establishes the demarcation line between the I Corps and 
II Corps Tacti~ Zones. (Map. l) In all there are four Corps Tactical Zones 
which divide South Vietnam tor Vietnamese military jurisdictiooal purposes. 
(Map 2) This same boundary line divided the t5 military effort, for to the 
north in I Corps area was the III Marine Amphibious Force (KAF), 8Dd to the 
south was I Field Fcrce Vietnam, an Al"f111 control headquarters camaanded by a 
Lieutenant General. and to which the 1st Air Cavalry Division is direct~ 
responsible. 

Since its arrival in South Vietnaa in September 1965, a period of nineteen 
aonths, the 1st Air Cavalry had never before operatoo outside the ll Corps Area. 
Aa a matter of tact,. no ~ unit bad ever oparated in the In KW/I Col'J* 
territor'7. Theretore, it auat have beell with sane sense of securit"J that the 
4IP4'IV \mite crossed the boundar,r line, presuning, and reas<mabl.J' so, that the 
en4ess pursuit by the "Cav" would not follow. This proved a mistake aaslD.pti~ 
hovever, for on· the 7th ot April an air cavalry battalion task force assaulted 
into Due Pho 1 the southern most district of Quang Ngai and one of the two 
districts which were the target area or ~ration Lejeune. 

The fact that these enemy units had withdrawn into Quang Ngai ~as not the 
only reason for the Division's commitment into the area. The general anemy 
intelligence picture in that province, and more particular~ in the Due Pho 
District, was less than encouraging. Due Pho had been effectively controlled 

·by the Viet Cong and its political ann, the National Liberation Front (NLF), 
for more than ten years. Since late 1964 this pressure upon a11d control over 
the civilians had tightened considerab~. With increased power, achieved 
ostensibly by political indoctrination, but more convincing~ by torture and 
acts of terrorism, the VC sphere of influence grew until a well-devsloped 
infr&structure had matured from the sea coast as far inlAnd as Ba To. The VC 
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held a tight grip and it would take nothing l<ess than a major effort to break 
it. The legit.ima.te Govemnent of Viotnam {GVN) controlled ~ l..QC ot the 

. land area in the District 1 W1ieh was, at best 1 a small island around the cit7 
of Due Pho. The pro-Govenaeut populatica was also estiaat.ed at •• ·fbe 
remaining 90,C of the District was unquestionably the enemy' s-he could, and did, 
roam at l-lill. The other 9\Jf. of the 1001000 residents ot the district. were·· 
either hard core vc, or had a rather, brother or son who was vc, or wre 
completely intimida.ted by the Viet Cong. In essence, the GVN was substanti~ 
powerless in the llrea.. 

To maintain control, the VC insured that the propooderance of the Liatrict 
hamlets had strictly disciplined local guerrillas, organized into well-araed · 
squads. The coastal villages of Pho Lai and Pho Xuan llera sea infiltration· -
routes through which large shipnents of weapons and materiel often passed.. 
The VC stranglehold on rice production enhanced their control. over the local 
populace. Land l-ms taken fraa the tamers and used to plant 1C craps, 11114. · 
those who retained their land to produce their Ollll crops were forced to make 
strict accountability for each rice harvest. The VC would predet.el'tliDe the 
amo\Ult or rice each paddy should produce and estimate how much the owning .f'~zmer 
and his family would need to survive until the ne>:t harwst; the VC would then 
demand and receive the remainder. without exception, rice is the critical 
and basic staple of all enemJ units in Vietnam wheth· ... r main ·force or l.oca.l 
guerrillas, and all these units throughout South Vietnaa depend primariq on 
resupply by coerced civilians. Also, with increa.sod U3 pressure in BiDh Dinb 
Province, the rice tax bu:-dens had correspandingly increased on the peuant 
in Quang Ngai. Without access to the rich rice areas in Binh Dinh, the VC were 
caDpelled to supplement their rations fr<D elsewhere. 

It was not the Free \lorld Force poliCJ that tbi.s atat.o· ot aft&in '['hoqld 

continue. ~ J8l1U&l7 28th a task Force of tbe 3d Battaliaa, ?th llariDM •..S 
trc. ita northern base in Chu Le.i into ·the Due Pho &rei'. tor Operation De Sot.o, 
a search· ard clear missi~ to alleviate a~ ot t.he em_,. control. 1n tJI&t 
District. Because the Marine battalion was restricted to ground .obill.t7 vJ.t.h 
very little helicopter support, its operations were l:bni.t~ and haml.eU were 
not cleared as quickly or as effective~ as necessaey. The Marines cmcantrated 
their operations around the city of Due Pho itsel.t. To assist in the aouther 
portions of the District, additione.l Ma.rine battal.ions wre ccmmitted. At the 
end of February the Special landing Force (SLF) of the 1st Battalion, 4th 
Marines, previously the general reserve of the III YlJ' at Okinawa., landed one 
canpaey ashore south of Sa Huph and air assa.ulted two ot.hers into tw landing 
zones (IZ) on the high ground to the nortlrl'lest. Simultan~ous~, the 2/5 
Marines were committed from Chu Lai to begin Operation Deckhouse VI with the 
1/4 Marines, a search and clear mission to the southeast., south., and southwest· 
of Due Pho city, in an effort to expand the M-:1.rine influence and., concurrently, 
the GW control in the District. Deckhouse VI was conpleted in early l'&~.rch 
wh~ the 2/5 Marines returned to the Chu Lai Tactical Area of Responsibility 
(TAm) and the 1/4 Marines sailed back to Okinawa to reassune the III lfLF 
general reserve. 
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The 'J/7 Y.arines re:nained in the vicinity of Due Pho city with its organic 
four canpa.nies, reinforced by a company fran the 2/5 Marines~ which stayed 
behind as a roving and securing force in the area of operations (AO) • 

. In the early DlCilths ot 1967 --Januaey 1 Pebruar;y, and March-the In MAF 
unita had noticed an incnuing pressure trca North tt.tn• alms the 1;.4· • ... ":' 
Dem:U:itarized Zone (DMZ), the demarcation line established by the 1954 Geneva 
Accords di vitling North &Dd. South Viet.Da until peecetul elect.ione could be 
held unifying the count!"1• The JD&rkecl increase ot enem;y infiltration through 
the DMZ and across the 17th Parallel dSilanded that the 1-fa.rinus ccmmit in its 
defense as many forces as co1lld be collected. The Marines were thin on the 
DMZ and· the o~ way to get reinforcEIDf!llts waa to pull units on TF X-Ray from 
Chu l.ai. Furthermore, the Marines needed to pull the 2/S llarinee out of the 
Due Pho District. The decision was made to extract the batta.li.on and r~positioa. 
it 1n · the northern portion of the I Corps area. The battalion could not be 
moved, however, without a replacement force~ for to do so would canpl~t~~ 
strip tM,t area of fri~ troops and leave a vacu\ll in which the VC could 
regaiu its lost cCiltrol. Conaeqwmtq 1 C~ndor, United States Millta17 
Assistance Carmand, Vietnam (COMUSMA.CVJ looked tor the moat rllsponsive unit 

.. to replace the Marines, and at that time~ the 6th of 1pr11, it was the let 
- ·- Air-Oa-Yah7 D1Ti.:!lion. 

Although the 1st Ca"f&l.ry Division was given less than twelve hours to put 
a battalion task force into the Due Pho area and lees than thirty-six hours to 
increase that force'\o a l:ft&ade task toJ.tce the planning in bighor headquarters tc 
&"lpent the Marines in southem Quang Ngai had boen contaaplatad for several 
.oaths. Unfortunate~, tbe planning had not progressed tar enough nor fast 
enough which resulted in a "crash" program for the Division' a C<IIIDitment. 
Several months earlier it vas thought tbat the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Di. vision would replace the Marines in Due Pho; but wheo the order came and 
there was an inmediate need. tor a force, a"l~ the lst Air Cavalr;y with its 
ailwobil1ty could react ill tiae. 

Apprax:imatel.j 10:00 JIM em AprU 6th Division Headquarters received weal 
orders from its hi8her headquarters, I Field Force Vi:rt.naa, that a battaliOB 
task force had ,to be depl.oJed into Due Pho by sunset the naxt. day. Hurried 
preparations ~gan ilaeliateq for what would be a firt.een day operr,tion. 

The 6J of April was aere~ five days after Major General John Norton~ 
Divisionpam:nander since 6 May 1966, had relinquished his ccmna.nd to Major 
General/ Jolm J. !'olson. General Norton was well-known and respected for his 
agg;ressiveness, h"ie .relentless pursuit of the enCJ111, as shown particularly 
by operations in Binh Dinb Province. Before his departure General Norton had 
known that the enemy had retreated across the I/II CTZ botmdary to avoid the 
"Cav'' pursuit anp was outspoken in his desire to go "north". It \-.ras therefore 
not surprising y-o hear the prediction in his farewell remarks, "We're going 
north soon." ~nernl Norton's intuition proved correct. 

. I 

Genery/Tolson was in camnand only five days before he i.mplcnentoo orders 
fran hig~~ headquarters-an assault north. Lejeune was Gc..'!lcral Tolsr:·n 1 s first 
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initiated -operation as Division Ccmnander. It wu.s a.leo tho first time in 
. Vietnam that the Air Caval.r7 operated outside of the II CTZ; moreover~ these 
fifteen days were going to establish a precedent in Air CAvalr;y histol"J'~ in 
US Arrq lldlltaey hi.stor.y ~ and~ in particular, US Anq ~ biatOZ7. 

The names and plAces associated with Operation Lej~e reflect a distinct 
Marine Corps na~r. lD ita first aaeault into Quane 1lp1 Prorince, the 1st 
Air Cavalry wished to pay all due respeets to the III M.'.F which had eo long 
been responsible for the entirety or I Corps. The operation was ncaed after 
Major General John Archer Lejeune, a Marine loader wbo served durin& both the 
Spanish-American War and World War I. The names or the l.snd1n& zones and 
forward base areas (naairJ& areas is usual in Vietnam tor tho p1rpose or easy 
reference) read like a history or the US Marine Corps--Montezuna, Guadalca.nal, 
Shoup, Semper, Tripoli, and others. 

The month of ,\prU is a transition aonth-the pario4 betwm the northeast 
JMlll80CXl season and the aoabweet IIOilSOOil seascn. Consequent~, the general 
wind now pattern was weak and variable. The tempt.ratures and hum.idity 
increased; there were occuionF~ rain showers. No operations or &n"f air 
assault were in any way inhibited by mru-gina.l weather. On the ground the 
Lejeune AO extended frca tbe sea coast general.l1' to tbe vest~m Quaug Ngai/ 
Kont\Ja Province bo~ (including the two Districts....DQc Pbo and Ba To) ·and 
trca the Quang Jlgai/Binh Dmh boundar.r (E-W grid line 20) north into central 
Quang Ngai (~grid line SO).(Map .3) '!be 2d Brigade activity concentrated 
in Due Pho District. This area is characterized by varyina terrain: coastal 
plains, riwr valleys and rugged mountains. The coastal plains are!l nms 
north and south in the Due Pbo District and consists ot nw.rous opeu ri.ce 
fields with scattered thickets ot grass brush and forest. The great •JoritJ' 
ot activity and ccntacte 1D Operation Lejeune cmcentrated in the flatland 
area. 

i 

A8 already .nti011ed, the Cell¥ \mits in the area ot operaticos (AO) were. 
not· con.tinecl to l.oca1 perr1l.laa. Intelligence sources had confirmed the 
presence or the Headquarters ot the 3d NY.A Division aDd ot t.he 22d HYA Regimeni; 
and the presence or the entire 2d VC Regiment (three battalions), which was 
expected to have reg&L"led its tull strength of 2,400 Dlal. Also identified 
were the 4'Ylt_n·S~jlpv -Battil.icm, the .38t.b--~-::48tlr""l4eal: . .ro~ :- :~:· - : .1-rt· 

Battalions,. and the C-217 and. ~-.19 Local Force Canpanies. It was probn.ble 
that three other infantry battalions were in the area, two main force and one 
loca). force. ,:'hese units were not canpletely idle and content merely to rest ....._ 
and ... refit. Irt mid-March 1967 element~ of the 2d VC Regiment conducted a 
mortar atta9k against the US Marines position at Due Pbo; moreover, the enemy 
had the capability to attack any US or 1.RVN position in the area with two or 
more full' str~n~h battalions, reinforced by regimental heavy weapons. Sources 
showed that a~hree battalions of the 2d VC Regiment were in close proximity 
to Due Pho and i was believed that sea infiltrRted supplies were coming into 
the District be een Thach Than (3) (BS 8149) and Phan Th<m (1) (ES 8344) in 
the northern A • (Map 3) 
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~amrhile, tho lst Cavalry continued its lrurr:lcd prepcratims to c~ 
vith the April 6th order for deployiiDnt into tho wjeune AO. Tbe traa­
men'tar)r order 34-81 tram I Field Farce Vietll811 which ccnt!r'Ed 1illfl wrba1 
crders reoeived tha night before vas dated <170545Z (Sa45 a ... cmAp-U 7Ua 
Greenvich !oban Timo) and arrbed 1n Diviaica Beadquartera •' l•.U_ a:··· .... · . 
(Vietaaa time) on tbB 7th. !be order wu olaer 11114 ....... M ••. · .. .._ 
tba previous night. It reiterated tho.t there vas a large ene.,. ba · 
a.lang the DMZ and in :t;he Quang Tri-Tlma Thien and Quq 111.1 .... t~ tile 
anticipated 8lllllll8r ottensiw which hod required III M&r to 1'8fDt<nl tu 
farces in the north. The Diviaica miaaim was specitica reliaw eleDBDta 
of the Marines 1n Duo Pho, construct and secure selected roads tbrrughcnt 
the area and ccaduct, ccncurrentq, eearch and destroy oporatime in Duo Pbo 
District. TiDB vas llmited, tar a battalim task farce bad to oloae Dao Pbq 
by the evening of the 7th. A brigade headquarters, an additimal batta.11Cil1 
plus the necessary brigade supp<rt tmits had to close by the awning ot t.ba 
Stb. Sinultanecu~ the Marines were to be reliowd and air llfted 1io tba 
n<rth. Deploynent transpartatiCI'l valld be by organic diviaicm ~. ba' 
it neoes88171 h1gbar beadqoarten va1l.d lllppcri vitb aMiUma\ a.a;,lar.lbali 
aircraft. Initial.q all re111ppq vcald be by an en~ t.vard .appaft · 
activit,' (FSA) and arganio a1raratt untU a mere eff'ectiw •an• at 8118tdned 
re sup~ vas established. 

'1'be i.nmediate problem atter tbB orders ware reoeiwd CD t.be ni&bt ot 
the 6th vas to decide vhioh cme ot tbe nine Ah" Cavalr7 be.ttalicae ahoald 
be alerted for deplo;yment e11 such short notice. Tba obricua ohoioe vas 1iba 
2d Dattallca 1 5th CaT&l.ry ot Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. ~tewnscm vhioh 
vas 1n a preperatorJ posture at Camp Radclitt, tbe DiviaiCD'a bua ca11p at 
An Kbe, ready to carmenoe an operation in that i.tlrrJ3d1ate viciniv. Vhi.'\e 
this Jldssicm call.d be changed to d1118rt the bottall<m blto the DEN AO, ~ 
wore still llUDSrcua arrongeED"ta vbioh valld ba9'8 to be .a.. .l ~t dMl 
ot planning vas reqa.ired to a:!r asae:nlt the 2/'J task toree over ~-tiw 
kila.tere tor vbo.t VOQ].d be awsta:IDed operatiala !D Le~. !Ill at a:ip4a 
Baadqaarters and tbe 1at-·'Dattalim_, 5th Ca"ftll.rr were &180 81tlect.4. · 
~ Co1cmel fred B. larhdul' 2d Drigada bad just tiDiMecl a -JdDI · 
operaticn in the Crascent Area. With these deciaiCila ada, Dirlaica Bead­
quarters p~blished its trag order 7W7-4 and aabardinato units startec! 
iDIIsdiate preparaticns. 

At 1:15 a.m. Cll the 7th, app;-oximately three boars af'ter the DiriaiCil had 
received tho oro.l crders, the Division's 11th .Aviation Grcnp, located at LZ · 
Tvo Dits (a forvard command post at Dong Son) vas alerted to ba prepered to 
airlitt part or tho 2/5 Cav and other supporting eloDJ3nts f'rom An 1m to Due 
Pho. (Map 4) The l1tt vcW.d begin at first light and cattinue untU 
completim that evening. Fro.gnentary order 7Cif1-4 vns recoived b)r otmr 
units: tho 2/5 Cav, 2d Brigade Headquarters, l/5 Cav, the lst Squadrc.11 
9th Cavalry, the 8th Engineer Dattalion, the lst Battal.im '71th Artille17 (105 
to nal!Jl a rev. At 5:00 a.m. the l/9 Cav released its fragmntory order stetir 
in part, that its "D" Troop voul.d cone under the op3ratiooal cmtrol (OFCON) 
or the 2d Drigada aDd move to Due Pho en order. An boor later, the r.en of 
the 2/5 Cav began moving f'rom tn Khe to English by Air Foroe C-7A Caribous one: 
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the Avie.tion Group 1 s CH-47 Chinocks, closing Fnglish nround 11:30 f.M. iJ.ements 
which deployed ·by road convoy fran Camp Radcliff to F.n&liah cUd not arrive 
until later that day. 

Meanwhile 1 durin& the momina houri em the ?t.h, 1 i•iaca _. ~ 
parties with representatins from the Division Start, l.viation Group, 1/9 
Cav, the Forward Support Element (FSE) 1 HHC 2d Bri8ade1 DDd traa the a.rt1ll.elT 
units tlew to LZ K:mtes\8& to coordinate with the 3d Battal.icn, ~h Marinea 
for the forthcoming arrivals. The;y would al.ao try to detenaine 'lUlit locations, 
gather initial intelligence, and plan tor the control or air traffic wr~ch 
would shortly saturate the air aroUDd Due Pho. 

·Before the 2/5 receiwd the change of mission for coaaitmant in Quang 
Ngai1 the battalion was under the operationlll control of Division H~dquarters 
tor its mission near Camp Radcliff. Therefore, for siJ:lplicit71 the battAlicn 
remained 'lmder Division control. in Due Pho tmtil the 2d Brigade Hea.dqus.rtel"S 
arrived on the 8th. Once it arrived 1D the AO• the 2/S liOUld be .prillt.a.rSJf' 
interested in establishing its ccmpani~• so that thGY could .rap~ relieve 
the l'.arine companies in place and begin securit7 as well as s~rch and destro7 
operations • 

.\lthough the o~ratica oftic~ beg~ at 9:30AM em the 7th, actual 
deploymEmt into the :..o did not begin UDtU 1:00 FM When the 2/S Cav (minus 
the trains) began the thirt7-five ldlaaeter assault fraa .. lish to Due Pbo. 
The Aviation Group supported the airlitt with twelve UH-lD HU678 and two 
CH-47 Cltlnooks. Each a:ircrart aade nuaeroua retum tripe betore tbe bat.talicm 
bad 1'ul.l7 closed the AO by 5:00 PH. ~Wile, the Marine units at LZ Montezuna 
were packing to leave the LZ, but tEIIlts rEGained up leaviJl& "r"T little space 
in which to fit another battalion. CQ)sequct]¥ 1 Lieuta.~Dt Coaalel Stnenscm., 
C<llllll8nd1ng Officer ot the 2/5 Ca.v., decided to l.eolve his Bra'VO Calpazay at · 
Montezuaa to assist securit7 vh1l.e tbe Batt..'llicm H~ allll C aDII D. . 
Companies settled at LZ Prencb7 to tbe veat. •1.• C011p1117 (ldm.) -..uaw:q 
began loC!ll patroll1ng and setting vp abwlh• a ~ to tbe ..-tbeu1i 
ot Due Pho. · Si.-nultaneousl.7 .. with the aove ot the cavalry- battal.icm, the first 
artilleey movement was underwa7. Batte1"7 A,lst B!.ttalicm, 'nth lll"t.illeri (105). 
cODDenced deployment fran Position Fllglish at 3:00 PM by thirteen CH-47 
Chinooks. By 5:15 PM the entire batteey had closed LZ Frenchy', and within 
another hour and fifteen minutes, Batte1"7 A,l.st Battalion, )Ot.h Artille17 
(155) attached to the l/??th Artillery, a.rter a twc hour lilOVe from LZ Geronimo, 
(Map 4) was on the grotmd at Montezuma. The Division wasted no time in 
establishing ccntact, for on the first day of actual operations befcre the 
majorit7 of the ether Brigade Task Force 'lmits had closed, the first enemy 
was killed by cnvalry troopers. 

These were nc·t the only units tc move into Due Pho on that first day. 
Headquarters and &ad quarters Can pony (minua) and B Company (minus), which 
would be in direct support of the 2d Brigd.de, of the crgr.nic 8th Engineer 
Battalion of Lieutenant Colonel Ch<!!.rles G. Olentine had been nl~..!rtoo that dey 
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to prepare for what would soon prove to be the largest heliborne lift of heavy 
engineer equipment in the Division's history. In light of the unique 
airmobile li1't of the Air Cavalry, it would be the largest such lift in 
us ArtiJf history. 

Even before t.be Diuaicm kDIW it. wa going int.o sodbarn ~ang Ngai, planning 
persormel undertook to locate a heavy duty airstrip in that area which could 
accazmodate large Air Force aircraft to facilitate any mow DOM.merd it auch 
an order might coate and to provide a means of logistical resupply. Thf:l on~ 
airstrip ot any kind was a sod-cowred, long-abandoned strip built by the 
French-west of Due Pho city, the I.Z chosen by the CO 2/5 to settle his 
battalion headquarters and approp-iately named Frenchy. This strip was 
inadqquate for two reasons: f'iret, its sod covering and a lcmg period or 
disuse ruled out &n7 iDmediate use by C-7A Caribou aircraft. To be usable 
the· strip would require considerable engineer effort. Secondly, even though 
it could be repaired for C-7A use, the planning objective of having a much 
more durable and longer C-123, and finally a C-1.30. airstrip could. not be m-', 
as the strip was ao located that it could not be expanded. 'fbe decision was 
then made to put the engineerR into· LZ Mont~uma where thq would build,· fraa 
scratch, the C-7A strip, which could 'biJ expanded to accODIII.Odate C-1Z3 :-.ircraf't. 
There would also be space to build a parallel C-7A strip while elements of' 
the 39th Engineer Batta.ll.on1 which would short~ close into the Aq could 
improve and 8U1'face the first airstrip to handle the much l.arpr and heavier 
Air Force C~JJO aircratt.. It should be noted here that the 39t.h &gineer 
Battalion is part or t.h6 45th &lgl,neer Group under control of I Field Force 
Vatnam. 

Bravo Company (minus) of the 8th &igineer Battalion arrived a.t LZ Mont.ezUIII& 
during the morning of the 7th and two platoons, the 2d and 3d, became OPCOIJ 
to the 2/5 Cav CllCe that battalion bad closed in the afternoon. The opera.ticms 
section or the 8th lmgineer Batt.alicm and thu reconnaissan~ teaa of tbe 
intelJ.i&cce secti011 1Dlor Pint.. ~ Jtennoth C. Serri.ce ~e a· thorough 

. reeauUtissance ot the airfield sit.e. The mcnl.ID.ental. task of boil.d.inc the two 
. airstrips on such abort notice and with such a strict. doodllne became the 
coiabilled task or port.icms of the lBt., 2d, ond 3d equipnent platoms or the 
Headquarters and Headquarters Ccmpe.ny. During the next two daJ8 thirt;y-one 
pieces of' heavy engineer equipnent weighing over 200 tons wt'Uld be airlifted 
to Due Pho. To do so required twentr-nine CH-54 •rlying crane•sorties and 
fitteen CH-47 Chinook sorties. Much of' the equireent had to be p3.rtia.lly 
disassembled or sectic·nalized to reduce the pieces to a transport2.ble \·Ieight 
before they could be helilifted. By 6:00 PM en the 7th enough .aquipnent was 
on the ground to begin work. The ea.rt.hwork commenced and continued throughout 
the night under floodl.ights. Two D-6B bulldozers and four CAT ll2 graders . 
began stripping the sandy silt off the surface. By niidnight, six hours after 
the construction began, the C-71\. strip was 25% compl~ted. . 

Por orders, the 8th of April found the remainder cf the 2d Erig~de Task 
Force deploying into the Lejeune 1".0 beginning at 7:30 .~"{. Earlier tha.t 
morning, at 6:00 AM, the 2d. Brigade Headquarters \E.s relieved of the c-perationr.l 
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control of the 2d Battalion., 12th Cavalry., the OPC~ of which waa passed to 
the 1st Brigade so that battalion could runain in the I•ershi.ng AO. The 24 
Brigade Headquartars Caapany- began its tirlitt into Moutezuaa .frCD !ilglisb ~t 
7:30 AM, followed two hours later by the lat Be.tto.lian1 5th C.Y&lq, vbicll 
was relieved of its securit.7 aiaaicm at Positicm lrlgllsh N'ld arcnwd the Bong 
Scm Bridge. The 2d Brigade Headquarters closed at 12 :.)0 PM and i=ediateq . 
asslDed OPCON of the 2/5 Cav !rca Diviaion Headquarters. The speed am 
efficiency with which the 2d Brigade depl.oyed into the Lejeune AO is a. great 
credit to Lieutenant Colonel Karhohs and his operations officer., Major 
Leonard P. Wishart. 

The l/5 Cav prepared for search and destroy operntions tc begin on .\prU 
9th. Bravo Troop., 1/9 Cav received orders and was pl.eced OPCON to the 2ci 
Brigade at 6:00 AM for aerial sup~port and survaillance. Using entirely its 
organic aircraft, B Troop under Ha.jor Wilson c. Wooley cJ.oeed frm Two Bit~s 

l 
to Monteztma. by 6:30 that afternoon. Additional fire support deplo7«l into 
tbe area, as B Battery l/71 Art.illeiT was moved by eleven Chinooks fraD ::!hglish 
to Mantestmta, closing at thD-ty minutes art.er noon. · 

While these units arrived in the AO, the canpa.nies of the 2/5 Cav and the 
. artillery unit continued to relieve in place the com~ies or the 3d Battalion. 

I {reinforced), 7th Marines; I Battery, 3d Battalion, lith Marines; 8Dd a platoon1 

K Battery, 4th Battalion, 11th MP.rines. The 2/5 Battalion CP remained e.t 
French7, with Bravo Canpe.117 at Montezuna. Alpha Company rellev9d the Ma-rine 

1 coapany at LZ East in tho high ground southeast of Lam Binh Lake and Delta 
Cc:apany relieved the USMC Caapany at LZ West on the sea coast south of the 
Tra Cau River. 

The reaainder or the ltlrine task force was placed OPCCI: to the 2d Brigade 
at l2 :30 PM m the 7th and ccntinued to p-epnre for coaplete extract.ian trca 
t.be AO. Opere.tim De Soto otticia~ teDiinated 011 the 9th and it -..s 
orginaU;y planned that the· entire- task terce wuld be cle&Nd b7 the lOth. 

i Tbia schedule was not met trr ..arious reasons. Although the Marine task force 
ccaaam post departed by late in the afternoon on the 9th, there still remained 
behind rough~ twenty-five percent ot tho battalion and aupport elements. An 
air corridor was established to facilitate the Karina 110ve, which was 
general..l¥ south of the Brigade's northern boundru-y and east of the Smg Tra 
Cau River, entering Montezlllla from the northeast. This corridor provided a 

i safer passage for M;:!rine personnel und equipnent. Bec<mse of low aircr;:.ft 
, availability, the extraction time was revised upward. With the Marine build-up 
' in the northern p;lrt of I Corps., there was a scarcity c,f CH-54 helicopters 

for heavy lift. The Marine deployment progressed slowly with final clearance 
around the 21st. 

The amount of rotary wing traffic at Montezum~ and the f~ct th~t the LZ 
· ¥as~ aa:nay to begin with prdsented a serious problt:m of dust cc.·ntrol. i.t t:mes 

the LZ itself became obscured by n thick blanket of sand nnd dust stirred up 
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by rotor turbulence, Feneprine, an oil-b..1.3t:d d-..st palli'"'..tive, was spread on 
the helipa.ds and refueling areas as f?.st as it bec.io"!le :waU.'lble which helped 
illmeasurably to settle the dust.. With the dust undur control a ftl7 serious 
~ena.nce problem was awidecl. Great quantities of duet 9.nd sand teDd to 
erode rotors azxi rotor heada and make JllUntene.nce ~ ,...~. 
Peneprine proba.b~ redu~ed the prob~ bJ ~. · ' · ,,. . 

With the vast. amount of Air Cava.J.r.y co:Jibnt and caabat support Wl1b being 
urted into MonteztJDB throughout the day and Marine aircratt coJDencing the 
outward deployment, the air traffic at the IZ wns at best confusing. To 
assist the ~1arine air traffic control persormel, the pathfinder platoca of the 
11th GS Aviation Company tasked a three-man team, headed bJ First Lieut.a'l&nt 
Barron Blizzard, to control tbe arr1 vals, landings, and departures ot all 
Division rotary wing aircraft. As the 8th Fngineers had not yet finished the 
C-7A airstrip, the added problem of controlling fixocl wing aircraft with the 
hundred or so helicopters was not yet presented. The air traffic control · 
problem did net become serious until the 8th and 9th when the ..-tin deplD,aen-t. 
began into LZ Hontezuna. The 2/S Cav had substa.nti~ll7 awided the problaa 
when the decision was made to 1.2.nd two cf its cocp!l.nies and the battalion 
command post at Frencby instead of MOntezuma. 

The effort of two radio control &~uncies, one Marine and OIJ8 US .Arar, 
on AprU 8th improved the air traffic ooiltrol problEID, but did not solw it. 
Marine pilots, \maccustomed to s ~rict traffic cootrol measures which are 
inherently necessary with the hundreds of aircraft in the airmobile division, 
often failed to contact the cdltrol. agencies when either arrivinl or departin&, 
making fiying hazardous. Another COlllplice.ticn which aggrawtdd the air control 
problem was the inexactitude at which the varicus brigade task force \B'lita 
were given assigned areas at LZ Mont8$UIDB.. Because ot the •hur1"7~ 
at'titude which was required to completely deploy a tull ·brigade task force · · 
solel3' by air in a day and a ball, it was sell-evident that 3CIIle cornere 
woul4 have to be cut. ca. of these comers 1fNI that not tDCQ8b U.. coa1d be 
given by the advance and~ parties to fuli3 plan 1mit diapc,aiticlll co 
MontesUM. l..s a result, whea the UDita arri.Yed, sc:.e eettl.ed m indi~ 
areas which turned out to be 'Uil&atistactOI")" and· in aa!le ce.eee the,r had \o 
pick up and move as m. u c h~ as 000 :netera. Also, each f..rwy unit had established 
its own aircraft control 'W guide its ships into its aN& with the result 
that many mtits directed their aircraft into cr through a.not.her units's 
area. As is experienced at every landing zone, ewn when ·there is no confusion, 
the air turbulence from hovering helicopters was terrific. Tents were blc"'l41'1 
down; equipnent scatt~red, Ona irate individual anonymously called over the 
radio, "If you blow my tent down one more tiae, I'm going to shoot you out 
of the air." Although pt:rhaps not ~essed so vehEIIlentlyi this is a CCBI!IOn 
feeling when landing zones are initially established, 

Brigadier General George S. Blanchard, J.ssist~.nt Division COOI!!.ander - ~. 
and overall supt.:rviscr.. ·::f Operation LGjepne, ru.':'l~incd in the Lejeune i\0 almost 
exclusiTely. On several occnsions he expressed deep personal ccncern over the 
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aircraft density, but w~s ~~zed at the effectiv~ness of the three~ pathfinder 
team which controlled dai.J.1, with nothin& JIOre than a FRC-25 radio, the 110re 
than 1,000 arriw.ls and departures ot al-13, tll-lB, UH-lD, CH-47, CH-54 helicopters,. 
OV-1 Forward Air Controller (PAC) airer<l!t1 c-7.·\, and ?.farine .:Urcre.D• Be 
.n,en ami] ed inwardll' when be oc.pared tb18 rupcoe1billt1', "stnaed 'tiT a 
eutenant, a non-ccr.missioned officer, and an enlisted m~, and carried out 

· th the minimal equipnent in leas than desirable conditicnl (the teaa initially 
tood em the hood or a 1/4 or 3/4 ton truck in raging dust storms churned up 

rotor turbulence) with the air-conditioned, specially-equipped offices cf 
· hly-paid technicians of any large US airport. 

Additional radio ccmnunicationa were set up e.a ·the Tacti .al i.ir Support Part;r 
!ACP) departed &lglish at 1:00 PM on the 8th in CH-47 Chinooks arriving at 

tezl.ID4 within a half hour. The TACP redi'Os:·w\ll"e operat~a.l in tm, Briaade 
actical Operations Center (TOC) within another hour. The prior coordination 
· th the US Marine Direct Air Support Center (Dl.SC) at ~ K'..llteziD& ptndtted 
snooth transition when the 'fJ,ep aas\Ded reapclftsibilit;r tor tho tactical air 
port at 8&00 AM on the 9th. .i\a will be seEil, the Air Force air support. of 

ound contacts in Lejeune was SUbStantial. 

He&VJ' engineer ·equipnent continued to arriYe at Kontez\Da fran Fn&ll.sb m 
8th with the lifting in ot two JllS 100 tracton with scrapers. Additional 

ineer personnel arrived traa Headquarters Ccapa.ny as well as fran the third 
toon frcm ·•B" Canpany1 8th l!'clginedr Battali~. By 4:30 tbat attemom, just 

t7-two hours artcr work began, the 1500 foot. C-7A strip ws compl~ed, but 
d-the-clock -work continued to expand it to 2,.300 fe~t for C-123 use. This 

ject would be completed in another fifty hours when the equivalent of 25,300 
ic yards of soU had been aoved. 

AJ.cm& with the infantey, anation1 and qjDeer units, lo&iatical ~ 
Jl&int.eoance personnel were deploJecl. fta18 lat. Forward ~rt, Kl•'llt (lat 

) of approximate~ 150 officers aDd JDeD was responsible f~ provid'bla all the 
ical needs of the Brigade Tuk Force euprlles, equipneat, food, IUJIIUlition, 

bing, fuel and water. It waa also responsible for the maintenance of whicles 
equipaent to include artiller)", aaall anna, and COOIIIIWlication facilities •. 

Cc:apan71 15th Medical Battalion, a part or the 1st FSE, mcved its field hoepital 
f..n KJ\8 tQ English by C-130 and on to Montemua. by CH-47. Its field hospital. 

vided dail.T sick calls and dental care. Medevac helicopters evacuated the 
jured fran the battlefield and provided, i! necessary, furtber evacuation to 
surgical hospital. 

The respective elEments of the FSE closed into Montezuma br airlift. The 
6perc.ti6hs sections and the suppl7 platoon or the 15th Suwly and Service 

talion convoyed from Position Halmtond, where the 1st FSE had been engaged in 
upport mission, to Ellglish, and fran English to HontE::zuma by CH-47 aircraft. 

FSE was operational the afternoon of the Sth although clll units ha.d not fulJ,y 
sed until the 9th of .~prU. 
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Now that a Brigade Task Force was in Due Pho, logistical resupply became 
imperative, D.nd there ~s only one fe.sible solutiun~ sea line of · ~ . 
CCIIIIl\D'lication ( .aa"we). Id~ a ground line or cOl!r.lllllication fraa LZ Iqliab 
to Kmtez\D& would have been preferred, but National ftout.e 1, which pnralleled 
the sea coast (Ko.p 1), wu ccmpletel,y WIUAbl.e. Mo.ny part;a of the roed bid beeD 
tul.ly washed out and theN were lnrge pp1.ng holes which prevented any vehicular 
traffic. The reAd could have been repniree with a major engineclr effort, but 
once repaired the p~blEIII. of road 8oitcurit7 would have been Tery difrieul.t. · 
Without complete security vehicles and personnel w:_uld be lc.:-st to enany mines 
and booby traps. Moreover, the fact that the high•-1e>.y pass.3d through mountain 
ranges just north of the I· Corps-II Corps boundary complicated both engineer 
repair and convoy security. Therefore, a grc•W'l.d LOC vas cut of the question, 
and all efforts turned toward establishing n sea LOO. Large scale operotions 
in the Due Pho areA had been under consider2.tion .foJr months before Lejeune 
commenced, and an integral part of this planning was deciding what part of the 
coast was- best suited as a te:nninal point for the sea LCC. A sea :UX: had to 
be established to provide the required 250 shcrt ton~ of auppllis a day to 
support a brigade task force. f'here were no heavy dut7 airstrips in the area, 
although the C-7A strip at Man:..ezuna provided for limited air r..c:x:. Nor were 
there an;y road networks over which supplies could be hauled. These consider­
ations meant that massive resupply could on~ be provided by the sea routo. 
Prior to the Di via ion 1s ccaaitment into Quang Ngai the III M:LF had entertained 
the auestion of which area would be. the best for the beachhead. But little 
beadwa:r had actually been made on the decision for with only- a battalion in 
the area there was no pressing neod for a massive logistical resupply. Now 
·that a brigade was involved and the Division was responsible for the success 
or failtn"e of all operetions in the Due Pho District, there w2.s :.r:. b.:::~c~~te 
requirement for quick action. Planning arxi liaison persoimol coordinated with 
their counterparts in the m K.'.F to benefit frail Marine _experitmce in trying 
to decide where to locate the t er:ninal point of the sea LCX:. The. In M:·.F 
pla.nners bad tentatively selected a position southeast ot the Dang li>.rt;aina; 
but Divieim plamere decided a better choice would be farther north and almost 
directJ.¥ eaalt. ot LZ Montes.a. If this were the case, the proximit7 would 
chance the security ~nts of each and the distance would be reduced 
tor a connectirig road which would haw to be built. The Di.vision1s 
recoamendation,-which was sul:mitted to General Wcstmore~ .. vas accepteaL .-· .• 

The force which operated the sea Ire was known as Task Force Gallagher 
and was cauposed .of units fran three important coastal ports; the Tenninal 
Service CompllllY minus) am the truck platoon were part Gf the Cam R<lnh 
Support CCIIIDand (SUPCOM), the Headquarters of the Task Farce and Forward 
Support Activity (~) were fran Tuy Hoa, ~ the L"JiC LX platoon came from 
Qui Nhon. Totll.l personnel in Task Force Gallagher amounted to nine officers 
and .345 enlisted men. 

Each of these units received a warning order on either the .'7th or 8th of 
April to prepare for :imminent commitment to support the 2c1 Brigade in Due Pho. 
This order stressed that the sea LOC become operntic.nal as quickly ~s possible. 
Task Force Gallagher units had received in eerly March a warning that the TF 
would be formed and that they should begin planning. On the 9th, th13 advance 
party of the task force, along wi~h twelve LCW s (lt..nding craf't., mechanized) 
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arrived off-shore at the debarcation point, called by the division, LZ 
Guadalcanal and by the task force, Razorback Beach. Guadalcanal and the 
beachhead had been secured by the 3d platoon, A 2/5 Cav n.nd by the lst plato<m, 
A 1/5 Cav. The remaining elements of the Task Force closed into G\Bda].canal 
during the next eight daJ&; each wa.3 tully operational within twct7-tour 
hours art.er arrival. During the eight day period bet,veen 9 - 17 April, 8,2)0 
short. tons of equipaent and suppllea were aovecl m the IDIS (~tical 0..' 
The Shore) operatioa trca the tol.lowing vessels: eight tsr•s (landing ship, 
tank), fitty-ejght LCH's (landing craft., mechanized) 1 and tour !ARC LX (ll&btel 
amJitibiou:s resuppl.7 cargo). The 5th Transportation to..nd, Qd llhon Support 
Caumand, coumitted its entire resources (LCM, IARC U, and personnel) to · 
support Operntion Lejeune. (&p 5) 

The first three daJS of the LOTS operation were not without ditficult7. 
The Guadalcanal site lii8S the best available tor beach ~~di.ng operations as, 
the beach gradient dropped s,Adenlf enough to enable the vessel3 to approach 
close to shore. A little over a halt mile offshore, however, there were a 
number of sandbars which could not be passed except. in high tide, and even 
then, they still ,presented p-oblems. F~-loaded LtiT 1 s ooul4 not sail over 
the aa,ndbars even at high tide. !be tirst day the LST•s spent a ruu, but 
tutUe day trying to do so. Thereatt.er the cargo liiD.S transloaded trom LST1a 
to LCM1s, a smaller craft which rides higher in the water. 'the LCH's reached 
the shore, but due to heav surf' (8-12 teet breakers) three were .swamped, 
capsized and badly daaged. In spite ot the ditficul.ties, the supplies and 
equipment were ott-loaded and the LOI'S was successful. 

Although the sea LCX: was responsible £01· establishing the auppq line to 
Guadalcanal, the lst PSE had the job, during the first several days of the 
LC11'S operation, to receive the supplies and equipnent at the beach site. 
Men or the 2/5 did the ott-loading work. or the tort7 sorties a day fl.oMn 
trom the beach to Mcmtez-.a., persomel of tho lst JISE rigged all the equip1:111t 
in slinp and nets tor displacement b;y Chinook helicopters, derigged it on 
arri'Ytll at Mont.ezlD&, and issued it to the respectift 1Jilits. 

Although the birth ot the aea LOC was sudden, it •turecl qui~, and bJ 
tbe end of Operation Lejeme, it appeared that Razorback Beach had beccae, 
on the basis ot tonnage handled, one ot the top ten port operations in the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

Meanwhile, the lack of enemy contact on the 7th did not. carey over to 
the 8th, for around 8:15 PM that evening, after an earlier air assaul.t into 
LZ East on the coast, the men of A 2/5 Cavalry spotted fifteen to twenty-fi..e 
individtals in black pajamas running toward bunkers roug~ a talt-mile to the 
east. A Canpa.ny 2/5 engaged than with M-79 grenade la\Ulchers and small arms. 
Supporting artillery from A 1/rn Artillery at Frencl\1 and A l/30 J.rtilleey 
at Montezuma were called in. There was a negativ~ enemy assessment that night. 
but a sweep through the area the next morning revealed three en~ killed by 
the artille~ fire. 
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The general sch<ne of the combat operations during Lejeune was 
uncomplicated. The 2d Brigade was responsible for the AO until it was relieved 
in pl&ce by the 3d Brigade, 25th Intant17 Division at DOCID <m April. 19th. 
The 3/25, under the operational control ot tho 1st Air Ca.'falr7 Dimioa, 
remained in the Lejeune AO UDtU AprU 22d ltbc the Diviaice "~ 
control o£ the 3/25 and lejeQH tera:lnate4. !henaft.er the J/IJ ··~ :ln 
the southern Quans Ngai Province, but. joined Mothar operation, Oregon. 
Inc1uded in this operati«l in additiCI'l to the 3/25 wre the l~ 14&ht Infantry 
Brigade, the 1st Brigade or the lOlst Airborne Division, and an amored 
cavalry squadron from the 11th Armored Caw.l.r;r Regiment. Troop B of the 1st 
Squadron, 9th Cavalry stayed on in the Due Pho area after OperatiCI'l Lr:ljeune 
as part of Task Force Oregon. All or these units were united under a 
prorlsional divisional headquarters trca MlCY. 

While the 2d Brige.de bad control cf o~re.tions, the 2/5 Cav ~s used 
primaril¥ as a security force for the so-called inner area which extended 
east of National Route 1. to the sea coast between E-W grid linea .30 ancl IIJ. 
The sea LOC, LZ1s Mcmtez.a Uld Prencb.7 aad·loe&l. PP (~ IW-.}"IM 
RF (Regional Forces) posts were the most important posts in this inner area. 
The 1/S Cav was responsible tor the outer area in which it C<mceDtrated its 
search and destroy operations. That battalion lmS also prepared with a 
reaction. fo1 ce to exploit 1n7 contacts of B 1/9 Cav. B Troop dispatched 
~ its aerial surveillance helicopters to conduct first am last light 
reconnaissanca as well as aggressive search missims during da7light hours 
prima~ to the north and northeast of Due Pho. B 'l'roop's blue ple.toon, the 
organic infantry platoon, vas inserted dai.ly in two different locations 
throughout the operation to develop the situation when sighting:s were made by 
the helicopters. 

Except for a heavy ccmtact made on AprU l6t.h,. there vere no other major 
enemy_ actions in the Leje'lle AO. Tbe ellEIIJT were sigbtod but cmq in two and· 

. three .. groups' ll8U&l.q with )l&cb 8Dd we&pon8' which ,.. takal ..... tire 
by either the covering aircrett or the inserted blue platoon o1 1/9. Out. ot 
twant7 insertions, the bllll teem Jllde sporadic to hea.,- contact Clll 1ibirtee 
occasioos. In all the blue plAtoon -..as credited with a~Jvalt7 ...,- ldlJecl. 
~ several occasions it wu necesS8.rJ to caanit the brigade reserw-reaction 
force by air· asEult to assist the bluBs · and to fUrther exploit an ene1117 
cont.act. On April 9th, after the blues were inserted in '!'ap·An Haalat, the 
coverins aircraft. observed a· n\IDber of VC trying t, maneuver, flank and engage 
the pl&toon. These gunships, at less than f'itty feot above ground, engaged 
the target 'With rockets nnd machine guns. B Troop's forward observer called 
tor artillery, and A 1/'n Artillery responded with 105m tuM quick and del&y 
ro\UldS within 100 meters of the blues. The reaction force, 2d pl&toon, B 1/S 
Cav was inserted 200 meters west of' the blues as a maneuver element. The 
artillery wc..s lifted and the two US forees linked up to sweE:::p the area. But 
the enemy had withdrawn taldng his dead, le.:"".ving behind only three enemy 
killed end one wounded. Both elements were extr.J.cted by 3 :00 that e.fternoon. 
A sporadic exchange of fire occured at appraxim<:!.tely 8:30 ~ on l,pril lOth 
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The general scheme of the combat operations during Lejetme was 
liDCOmplicated. The 2d Brigade was responsible for the AO until. it wa.a relieved 
in place by the 3d Brigade, 2Sth Intant17 Division at nocm t.1'l April. 19th. 
The 'J/25, under the operatiOII&l control ot tho lst Air Caftl.r:r Division., 
remained in the Lejeune AO 1mtU April 22d when tha DiviaioD relillquiabecl 
control or the 3/25 and Lej.._. t...-w. Thereafter Use 3/21J 1 r• n!aed 1ft 
the southern Quans Ngai Province, but. joined nnother operation, Oregon. 
Included in this operation in addition to the 3/25 were the 196tb l4&ht Iafantry 
Brigade, the- 1st Brigade or the l.Ol.at Airborne Division,. and an armored 
cavalry squadron from the lith Armored Cawlry RegimP..nt. Troop B of the 1st 
Squadron, 9th Cavalry stayed on :in the Due Pho area after Operation U.,jeune 
as part or Task Force Oregon. All or these units were lmited under a 
provisiona1 divisional headquarters trca MLCV:. 

While the 2d Brige.de had control cf opc:ra.tions, the 2/5 Cav l£S used 
primar~ as a security force tor the so-called inner area which extended 
east or National Route l to the sea coaat between E-W grid linea 30 and 1/). 
The sea LOC., LZ1 s Mcmtez\8& IIIII P~cbJ' ani: local. PP (~lar Porcee) and· 
RF (Regional Forces) posts were the most important posts in this inner area. 
The l/5 Cav was responsible tor the outer area. in which it. concentrated ita 
search and destroy operations. That battalion ~s also Jrepared with a 
reactiQl_ fo1ce to exploit any contacts ot B l./9 Cav. B 'boop diapa.tched 
cSailT its aerial survelll.ance helicoptere to conduct first am last ll&ht 
reccxmaiasance as well as agresaive search missims duri.Dg dqlicht hours 
prima~ to the north and ncrtheaat or Due Pho. B Troop's blue pl.2.toon., the 
organic infantry platoon, was inserted da~ in two different locationa 
throughout the operation to dnelop the situation when sight~ were made by 
the helicopters. 

Except tor a heavy contact lia.de on April l6thJ.. there were no other •Jor 
enta7. actions in the Lejeune 10. Tbe ~were sighted but cm.q in t.wo aad· 

. three aal group& J \18U&l.q with paca. and Wlpon8 1 which _.. takeft \DJR ftre 
by either the covering aircraft or the ineert.ed blue platoon or 1/9. Out. ot 
twenty insertions, the blue teea made sporadic t.o hea'¥7 caat&ct on thirteen 
occasions. I:n all the blue plAtoon was credited with s~7 en&q killed. 
~ several occasions it was necesa&r7 to caait the brigade reserve-reaction 
force by air· assault to assist the blues· and to :fUrther exploit an ene87 
contact. On April 9th, att.er the blues were inserted in !ap· An Hamlet., the 
covering aircraft. observed. a· maher of VC trying tr mB.DWftr, tlank and engage 
the platoon. These gunships 1 at less than fifty feet aboYe ground, engaged 
the target with rockets nnd machine guns. B Tr;;:>op' s forward observer called 
tor artillery, nnd A l/77 Art.illeey responded with lD5um ru.e quick and dela_Y 
rounds within 100 meters or the blues. The reaction force, 2d platoon, B liS 
Cav was inserted 200 meters west of the blues as a maneuver element. The 
artillery .ros lifted and the two US forees linked up to sw~p the area. But 

. the enemy had withdrawn taking his dead, lec!ving behind only three enemy 
killed nnd one wounded. Both elements were cxtr.1.cted by 3:00 that ~fternoon. 
A sporadic exchange of fire occured at appraxim<!.t~ly 8:30 iJ.I on l.pril lDth 
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when the blues assaulted into Binh My (1) hrunl.::t si.x kilont.3ters northwest o! 
Due Pho. ~e VC was killed. A subsequunt search of the~ h;:unlt~t and th~ 
surrounding area revealed a VC classroom complctt~ with bencbee and blackboard. 
Later that day, when the 2d Brigade caDiil2Z1d and control helicopter reported 
that it was recei villa ground fire !ran 2. bamboo thicket in i.n Minh {2) 1 two 
~east ot the ~·• poait1ca. the platoon~ \o a • (pick...,. 
sone). The blues were extracted nnd reinserted with the rooction force, this 
time 1st platoon D 1/5 Cav. Artillecy fire was adjusted in, but u.rt..cl u the 
sroW\d elements swept west, kil.l.ins an additional Viet Cons soldic.or. The 
body co'lmt revealed only two more killed by supporting aircraft, but it wrs 
believed many other dead or wounded had been dragged from the battlefield. 

Also during the momin& ot the lOt.h cil the risinc ground soutbeut. ot 
lam Binh lAke, the 1st platoon of A Company 2/5 Cav spotted three armed enemy, 
engaged and pursued thCD into a fortif'.i.ed position, subsequently deter.nined to 

·be bunkers tour feet deep with railroad track overheed co•r. When the 
platoon was still in contact three hours later, it was estimated that an 
eneii.J platoon was cornered and A CCJIII"'D7' a thrft ph toone aaaaulted trca 
MonteSUDa to assist. Within a..;.other hnl.r-bour D 1/5 Cav 'WIB.s placed OPOJtl to 
the 2/5 Cav and inserted at LZ Brass, a half kilan..:tter north, to reinforce. 
AHA (~erial Rocket Artiller;y) was directed in, ld.l.ling two enemy moving down ~ 
trail. and a third two hours later as the cmEIJIY sought to recover the dead ·, 
bodies. Even after D l/S arrived, light contc.ct ot sml!ll arms 8l¥l aut<Diltic · .. 
weapcma continued. l"lhen several men in khaki unifo~ ware s~ near a cave, · 
ARA vas agahl called in 8Dd destroyed the cave entrance. Moreover, sti: air­
strikes were brought to bear dropping 17,000 lbs of banbs, 71 .500 lbe of napalm, 
expeoding 12, "120 rounds ot 2Cam cannon, !llld 2 1 400 rounds of .SO caliber m.".china 
gun• All enemy firing ceased at 7:00 PH after this cventhelm.ing_ C(:D)nstration 
ot tire power. Final assessments were four enE1117 killed b7 'bOct7 eotat; others 
were believed to be deP..d in the blown fortifications or carried ott the . 
battlefield. US losses were one killed and four wolDied. This area ot 
ccmt.act wa searched on the mornin& ot the 11th aud i.. 2/S CaT located a caw 
ccaplax large enough to ccmceal an enaay caapcey. Latt~r that da;y lllOther 

. sisabla cave was fOUDd 1D the same vicinity. During the next. two GlJ'a there 
was . spOradic contact throughout tho AO, v.i.th maerous ground to air firings. 

It vas apparent right tran the be.ginnipg that the local enemy in the nrea · 
had never before been challenged by airaobi.le tactics. The;y learned the hard 
way. It took several days for thEIIl to appreciate the versntility Qld 
flexibility of the American helicopter. They realized that mine fields and 
boob;y traps P.round an Air Cavalry coi!lllland post or logistical area in no way 
restricted air assault tactics as would be the cnse llith a unit limited 
primar~ to gro\D'ld moVEillent. ThC\.t is not to say, however 1 that the enemy 
gave up using mines and booby traps, for just the opposite proved true. There 
were more sniping incidents and booby traps encountered in the district than 
in a.n;y other district in Binh Dinh Province during the preceding few months. 
The tactical combat engineer support units, after the oper~tion, described 
their support as routine during Lejeune, with the exception of the .W.rge 
nunber of mines and booby traps uncovered; moreover, the manner in vhich th~y 
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were pl;!.ced, as well as the difforcnt t~s that ~rt:ro usud, di::;plE.ytd a. great 
deal of skill ~nd technical lalo~·ledgc. Th"""'l~ wt;re r~.pidly d".lplacad using a 
large amount of captured or found US ordn&nce up to o.nc:l including 250 pound 
t-.cate. ItEDs fo\D'ld by the t:ngineers durir..g a single ldnesweepin& operation 
included; 1 VC anti-pers\Jmlel. mine, one 250 lb banb, three 8lla mon..r rounda, 
tour 155um howitzer r<Nbda, three 105m bowitser ro\IDda, <me lot- .. 11• · 
round, two cla)'IIIOre mines, and several hand grenades. 

Un!ortmate~ not all of t.he en~ booby: tr:lps were discovered and unarmed. 
On the 12th of April, the first plAtom C 2/5 lost two mt::n killed end two 
wounded from a. mine made of n 155mm artillery 'Whita phc.sphorus round. That 
same day two men i:and a scout dog cf D 2/5 were killed two and a half kilometers 
southeast of Due Pho when a booby trapped lD5Dm or 1S5:aa howitzar round was 
accidental.l.y tripped. en the 14th the 2/5 Cav found and destroyod. el~ven 
bOOby traps. None of these traps or mines seaned in 2.1J3 wr.7 visibly ll!».rked, 
and a check with the US District Advisor revealed th&t probe..bly no marlr..ings 
were ·ever used because the area was ganera~ VC controlldd before the bri&ad•'• 
arrival. There was no need to .ark the traps as A wam1nc to the civi.liana. 
'1'he VC ra.soned. that as ltl'lg ~~ they were in control the sympathy of the peasents 
was :imm&t~ri.al. 

On April 13th a.t 8:25 AM the scout platoon leader's OH-13 helicoJter !rca 
B Troop received heavy <lutcao.tic weapons tire from Vinh Hien hamlet, seven and 
a half kllaneters north ot Due Pbo. Within fi.t't.7 minutes the blues of B Troop 
were again on the ground to develop the situation. /..a soCl'l as they lnnded., the 
helicopters aboTe observed & large nuaber of persons ~vin_g ncrth !rca the . 
hamlet and along Naticnal Route 1. The 3d platoon of A 1/5., the reudy reaction 
torce, was ccmni t ted to establish a northem blocking position. Arter stopp1ng 
and questioning the Vi11tnaaese, the 3d platoon detained aeftllteen1 cme of whaa 
turned out to be a VC ta.x collector ca.rr;ying 28,000 piasters. Meanvhi.le, 

tbe blues bad picked up tv.1t7-nine detainees. ;.tt;.er these were ext.ractecl, 
the platoon continued vest -.tU contronted b7 a beaviq fortified area. The 
~tom halted until. the •\ l/5 reaction platoon· could be sxtrncted fraa the 
highway to join thEIIl. The two platoons then swept the area with vcey little 
resistance. .\erial redonnaiasance indicated the area VQ8 200 meters square, 
which, wben search~ by the ground troops, reft6l.ed ma~rous 1'ightirJ& bunkers, 
trench works and a good deal of barbed wire. TheN were t-wo VC killed by 
helicopter gunners. The units were ext.ractad in the em-ly e.fternocm. 

The heaviest combat action of tho cperr..tion occurred on •~pril 16th, n da.y 
which was nlso m-:-..rked by twenty-three light and sporadic contacts. The 2d 
Battalion, .35th Infantry 1 25th Infantry Division which Md deployed into the 
X.jetme AO the day before we to play a significrutt part :L~ this ~ction. On 
the 15th the 2/J5 Infantry, a batt<>.lion of the 3d Bri.gr.Cc, 25th Infantr; . 
Division, deployed from the Pershing AO to repl.:1.ce the 1/5 Cav u!1ich "Wf's to 
return to Binh Dinh Province. In effect at 10:30 AM th::t day the 2d Brig2.de 
and the 3/25 Infantry merely exchanged the operational control of th., · 
respective battalions. The first C-7/• scrtie r·f the 2/35 personnel arrivt:d c.t 
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Montezum4 at 7:20 AM and the main body of the battalicn with C Batt.~ry, 2d 
Battalion, 9th Artillery had closed by 2:40 in the afternoon. The 1/5 Cav 
used the backha.ul CH-47 and C-7A for its depl~ent into Fershing, clearing 
}lbntezUDa with B Batteey 1/71 Artiller;;r by' 4:al PH. AlJN. ~ 2/JS 
Infantry rE!IIlained at LZ HcntezUB& aa tbe bri&ade reactiCD t..,._ .U. I and C 
~- 2/'JS moved bT toot. to helle• to establish a t'o~ operating base 
(FOB). 

Ch April 16th, the 2d Brigade continued its search and destroy mission 
..O.th the one air cavalry battalion, one infantry battalion and B Troop 1/9 
cav. The hamlet of Hoi An (2), in the very northeastern part of the AO near 
the Due Pho-Quan Ho District boundary was suspected of being t4e location of a 
vc company. The blues were an the grouod there at 7:40 i.H and a detainee 
reported that there hrui been fitty NVA and ten VC in the hamlet the ni8ht 
before. A platoon traa the 2/35 was inserted as reintorc;;;;mente and the two 
platoons swept south to •ke contact. Mee.mrhile thero \..ere n\la'Qroua tmSQ' 
sighting& to the north where approxilla~ lOO individuals...,....~~ 
'Ula~'WG·"""'ll6 that the sweep vu in the 1mJ11C direetion. The ground eleaents :• 
turned around and started north. After moving 200 meters north of the bealet 

artillery fires moving prosressi ve~ 100 meters ahe&d ot thelll6 the men of 
platoons encountered intense enemy ground fire. A he21.vy tire tight • ... 

118..,"'.,,....,_ in which there were .twent7-c:me separat!e ground-to-aircrGtt. firings in 
two k.ilaneter area. ~e weapons hellcopt,er gunship of B l/9 was abot down 
all four crew lllEIIlbers killed. Aa tbe fi8ht continued to escalate, two 

companies fran the 2/35 were inserted aa a blocking force a kiJaneter to 
north and along the northem District border, the lim1t ot the laO. Too 
aircraft were in the air to hnve artillery "prep" the proposed landing 
, so a CH-47 "Go-Go" helicopter ar.ad with a 1/)la cannon, aerial rockets 

machine g\DlS provided the necesS&rJ wpport prior t.o the two-o .. !NJT 
goa.u.a.oo. Once on the ground C 2/'JS blocked to the north and ·A 2/35 to the 

• At this point, the C0 BiftDCUDC otticer ot tbe 2d 13&tta11al, 35th 
IUIIIIIlii7 with the •jorit)" ot tbe t.roope CD the ground aa81118d control ot the 
Ull•llllii7 elallents. When the enaq positions were pinpointed tbrou&b the 
...,.'AMI1R deployment ot the ground e~ts, two :Lir Force tactic~:l air 
Ror.a.Avo were called in on the ain en~ positions JdUing appro:rh8teq 
c.w:t:at?-nve VC. Meanwt.ile6 at 2:15 PH, the downed heli.copt,ar and ita tour 

crew members were socured b7 C C<21lJ.18DY 2/J5:~ IUld within another hour B 
's riging and recoveJ7 teaa were em_ the site to begin the ext.re.ctim. 
the extraction began, the recowry team C<".me 'lmder intense fire from what 

lrtnf!lllrf!lll to be an enemy force of c~y size or larger moving to the northwest. 
Troop• s. gunships new at treetop lewl and engaged thEID with aachine gm · 

and 40mm grenades, ldl.ling four en~ by body count and wowtding en 
... ..LJ ....... ed ten more. By ni8htfall on the 16th:~ a ~tal of forty-three VC had 

killed. Of this total B Troop claimed seventeen, a.nd the 2d Brigade 
=u.ant:1er 's command and control ship six. In addition, several det:>..inees were 

as we~ as two prisooers from the 219 VC Local Force Company. 

A sweep of this contact area on the 17th by A anc;l C C~..nics 2/35 resulted 
sporadic contact and two additional enemy were killed. Also on the 17th B 



Canpany, eth Engineer Battalion found o.nd destro;red seven bcoby traps on the 
short access ro~d to the ~ter point at LZ &ntezma, all of which had been 
plAced there during the night. In response to a report b;y the l./77 Artillery 
liaison team that the l'.RVN Popular Force (PF) Camp with two lSs- howitzers, a 
}d.l.aneter southeast of Due Pho cit;y 1 w.s expectin& an --.r at~, A 2/5 wu 
air assau1ted into that poaiticn. ~~ both the PF Clap aJid LZ Jimteztaa 
were alerted and artillery concentrations fired arcund 13&ch position. 

One pe.rticu.l.ar tecmi.que that was singularl3 successful during Operation 
Lejeune was the brigade's Night Hunter o~ration conducted precticallj ~ch 
night. In 'What used to be territory under his control, the Viet Cong beca'!le 
the hunted rather than the hunter. A night hunter oper.:!.tion required four 
helicopters and combined aerial. .tire support ca.~bilitiea. ~ in a one­
tvo-one formation, three armed and unlighted helicopters wuld follow the 
).sad ship which would be ll8hted. J..a the lead ship dropped flares, tho door 
gunners in the following two helicopters, which new at a hi&her altitude and 
at a distance not to be revealed b;y the .tlares, would obaene the &round with 
etarli&ht scopes. ~ce the 4llaQ' w.a spotted, tbe gunners Vaul.d open up with 
tre.cers to make the target visible ror the fcllCiwing, and the last ship to 
engage with 2. 75 inch rockets within a matter of seconds. The Night Hunter 
ccncept. was very etfecti-.e o.t finding nnd killing the ener:J1'. 

Operation Lejeune c<Jib:ined the efforts of the four millt.ar;y services; the 
u; Artll¥1 the US Marine Corps, the US Air Force, and the US lavy. ~ 
uaietance. was limited as the ~ttalion bad o. more pressing camdtment to 
deploy out or the AO. The tactical Air Force support wna aubetantial. The 
Air Force C-7A Caribous mde 159 sorties into Kontezuaa, carrying 11 081 
passengers and 129. 7 short tons or cargo. In supp:>rt. of gl"'\Di trocps there 
•re nuaerous air strikes ~th preplanDed and iDIDediate. -bt ot the 
sreplAnned strikes were scheduled apinst report.od E!llEIQ' positions outside the 
range ot organic o.rtillerr. There were a total or sewa 1=a11nte etrikea 

tor close support to t.roope _ iD OCllltact. 'lbeae were f1llAid b7 a1ert 
d1'~L.f or by other tllgbt• :lD ·the lt.O which wre diTert.ed in air tor thia 
IIUQ.;L\..Luna·• tire support • DuriDc the first ei&ht da;ya of the opero.tion 

?00 lbs of"balbs were :apended, UO,OOO l.bs or napPJ.m drupped1 366 2.75" 
rocktn;s and e.pproximatel;y EO,OOO rounds ot 20Im and .50 caliber ro"lmCls poured 

eneJq positions. Tha m Rav;y pl'Ovided gun suppc;,rt ~th a total of .2 ,348 
~rJU., from one or its two ships ott tbe shore-the 00 Picking or the US Shelton. 

Engineer support thr<iUghout Operation Lejeune was outstanding to say the 
• The first C-7A airstrip was caapleted during the afternoon of April 8th, 

. it was not cleared for fixed wing aircraf't until the. 00 Air Force 
Team could approve its use. At nocm on tho 9th ot April, the first 

Caribou landed to initiate an afternoon of shuttle traffic. The incoming 
that day had as their first loads t'hirty tuns of culvert which were 

...... v ............. by the side of the runway since no parking ramp ares was yet prepared. 
an indicatlon of air traffic density, there were thirty C-7A landings and 
rotory wing landings on the 9th. The air strip work ccntinuod without 
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let-up to lengthen it for C-123 nircraft. imotht:r night pnssed with glaring 
search lights. This was cne part or tha move into Montozt.na tbnt the Marines 
could not understand. Lcmg accwrtcmod teo very strict light and noise control 
at n.1ght, the Marines shuddered to think or the roo.r eaused b;y the bulldoun 
and scrapers, or the intense illl.llinl!.t1C1n trom the flow li&bts. But thia 
appreMnaicm ws fortUD&te~ lmf"oanded, and the enginetrr work ccntinued 
..O.thout enemy interruption. There are at loost two reasons ~ this was so; 
cae, enfiD;J forces could not react qui~ eno\l8h to attack such a lArge 
installation and second~ ther were probab~ awed by the tiro su~riority 
of the helicopters. Moreover, as seen, the night which had previcusly belcnged 
to the enemy was all but. neutralized by the 2.d Brigade 1 s night hunter 
operations. 

The engineer work was making headway. Oi1o.~ hundred fifty· teet ~th.ir~ :Snch 
c:ulvert. was assembled to jmprove the airstrip drainage, ard the gr<.'\Uld trench 
was dug tor its emplJlcement. ~ April llth, the 2,.300 foot C-123 strip was 
cCJDPleted with J.OO toot overruns at. each md. The USAF Inspectica team 
apJA"OftCl it the next day tor C-123 tratn.c with a runway ct 2,000 feet because 
the base perimeter renoe at the north end restricted the glide path, eliminat~ 
a tw hundred teet ~ runway. The airstrip we. named Dusseau Airfield in · 
hOnor of Specialist Four Jerr,y Dusseau, a dam~lition's specialist from 
Charlie Ccmpany who was k1Ued by bostUe aet.iCD near Phan Thiet during the 
preceding January. Two da78 later on April 13th the St:.h :&lgineers began the 
construction ot the second C-7,\ strip parallel am west cr the completed 
~1%3 strip. One thousand meters ot barrier -were removed to alee roan. This 
e8cond strip was necessary so that the ensineere of the .39th &lgineer 
Battalion, a nc·ncrganic unit, could improve and suffco.ce the Cl2.3 airstrip to 
aeet C-1.30 aircraft criterion without reducinl the C-7A traffic into the LZ. 
Thia ·second C-7A strip was tinishecl in twent;r-tiw hours attar 4,150 cubic 
JVds of earth bad been graded and aoved. The ~ir Force inspection team 
de_Clared this new strip operational on tho 16th am the first Caribou landed 

4:00 PH that attemoaa. 

(b the coast another major constructic.n effort had begun. The read which 
eventual.ly connect Guadal.cannl and Montez\118. a!Xi over which th13 supplies 

upt 1D b7 the sea LOC could be transported inland was UDddr construction 
other elemeots of the 39th &lgineer Battallcu (canbat). The e.dvance party 

of the 39th &gineers aiTived at !bltez\IDa on AprU lOth to ccordinate with 
be 2d Bri8a.de Headquarters tor the nccanplislnent or its twc aissicns. The 
ttalim was in general support of the Division and was tasked to construct. 

the road trom the coast in.lBild capable cr sustaining Class 30 traffic and to 
iaprove the airstrip at btez\Da tor all-weather C-130 use. ~ the JJth or 
prU, D -canpany or too 39th F.lgineer Battalion landed from LST 1 s at 

alcanal and prepared to begin wrk on the pioneer rc~d west fran the sea 
srl.y the next morning. Secured by an element from C Company 2/5 Cav, the 
road work party had moved three kil.cmeters west by the evening of the llth. 
~ the 15th D Compc1.ny moved its cOllElalld post from Guadalcanal to this river 
crossing point and established a water point there. Thllt same cay li. Com~.ny 

Headquarters Comp.'l!ly or the 39th Ellgineer Battalion p.;rsonnel disembarked 
t Gus.dalcanal.. 



~ April l6th as the m.:::n of 1\ COl!lp-'llly w\3re .r:tineswecping the road for a 
ld1cmeter west of Guadalcanal, an enq- mine was detcnated ~t 8 :4) AM kil.l.ing 
two US soldiers and wounding tour others. The resulting crater was fiTe teet 
deep. Other elEIIlents of Alpha Cornpl\ny hauled till dirt to stabilise the 
lAteral roads to the beach a.rea,and improT8d the deteuiw poeith• ca \he 
north end ot the beach perimeter. Delta Compt!J'Jy completed a tarty-tin toot 
dry span M4T6 ovur the San Hong Ri~r. Work continued during the subsequent 
d&1'8 to improve the beach unloading area and to construct the road to 
KontezliD&. The heavy rains on April 18th ccnsiderably ha:nperec! the Mad 
construction effort, but the road work c<.11tinued until the read was canplete4 
finished and ready for convoy traffic on li.prU 25th. 

Civic Action Programs were very much a part cf Operaticn Lejeune as in 
every divisicn operation. The coming or the 2d Bri8ru!e w'-l.s sudden and 
dramatic am the people Of Due Pho lined the StNt.tS to watch in awed silence 
as ·load. after load of troops and equipnent moved into the area.. The 
construction of' the C-7A airstrip at btes1114 meant an additional nsuppq 
means tor the District, am plana~ wer1! made imm.eeiatel:; to bring backlogged 
UShiD materials, refugee relief supplies nm district resup~ in Ql the new 
airstrip. As plans were developed tor operaticns and const.ruct.1on in the 
area, the mission of' the district a<.lviaory team became clear; to provide close, 
continuous liais~ and assistance to the District administration, . end to 
coordinate the developnent ot the Due Pbo area. 

· Cbo ot the major civic action projects was the c::mplctc relocetion of' 
people 11 ving in Truong SaM Hamlet, just north ot LZ Montezll:la, necessitnted 
by the LZ base developnant and the needed ccnstruction tor the lcnger airstrip. 
The 2d Bripde S-5 maintained close coordination with Vietna.ese Diatrict 
otticiala as well as the ~CV ;\dvisory teaa at Due Pbo to insure the civiliallll 
would be given all assistance necessaey. The District Chief held a aoeting 

·in the haalet an hprU l2t.h to explaiD tbe neceaeit7 ot tbe ~ &Ill the eao\Jilt 
ot auiatance to. be rendered b7. the ~PWP. 1'vo GVI Claia/Settlaent 
o!ticials were on hand to explain the procedures tor mald.Dg claiJu -"' 'What 
sett~t would be mode by the Province. The families were giTen the choice 
ot resettling in one ot three other hamlets, each within two ldlcmeters or 
Truc:mg Sanh. It was ~1ot required that the hamlet be resettled in mass. The · 
relocation was divided into three Jiia••. each pbe.su requiring the aoTeaaent of 
a particula.r section ot the hamlet. Phase III was to be finished by tba 25th 
ot April. Minute attentia1 to detail was made, since even the movEIIlent of the 
ancestral graves W'lS included in the. plAnning. 

Several kilc::.meters to the north of' Due Pho, beginning on the 13th of 
AprU, B Troop 1/9 Cav provided aerial surveil.l.D.nce so that the local 
civilians .,ould harvest the rice crcps withvut fear of enemy intervention. 
Ironically the rice crops which were ~ing harvested were planted by the VC, 
and for the first time, with Free World assistance, the Vietnamese peasant 
were deriving a benefit frm their enany. Over a four day period mere than 
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1,000 harvesters brought in rice in excess of 66 tons. I~dditional ground 
security was prcvided for this operation, cD.lled Gold FL!ace by the Vietnamese 
Popular Force troops. 

The usual civic projects ccntinuud; tending to the refUgees, dl\~ sick 
ealls, passing cut food and vegetable seeds, assisting in the canatructica 
or claasroaas and houa:ln&, and looldn& tor plbHo projects to· ~ tbl 
civilians. During Lejeune, 2,000· sheetS of roofing tin, l20 bags of CEDent, 
lJX) pounds. of medical supplies 1 11000 poUDda of 8111DUnition, and 41000 polmda 
or barrier mterial were delivered to_ the diatrict. 

In addition to the maintenance problems caused by the ov~rwhelming amount 
ot dust and dirt at Montez\111& 1 there wero additional ~intenance requirEments, 
espec~ with the air support provided ~ the ee.n coast. 'l'be helicopters 
,mich supported the 1st FSE at Guadalcanal were cften required to pick up 
rran and deliver cargo to sea going vessels and on the sandy' beaches near the. 
water • a edge. As a result, there was a lreat deal of powdery sand &nd salt · 
spray stirred up which required a daily washing of the helicopt_.. to prevent 
corroeiw damage. 

During Lejeune, the large twin-rotored workhorse, the Chinooks traa the 
228th Assault Support Helicopter Battalion supported primaril7 fran Position 
J.1glish, vith saae or the aircraft J.aacerin& lpositionin& a~ oo the~ 
1n an area which has a periMter detenae) at An Khe &Dd "-Kild. · the 227th 
J;.asault Helicopter Battal.ion provided six to eight UH-lD1s and two tll-lB'• 
dai.ll' to the 2d Brigade for tactical assa.ulta. Additionalq tour UH-ll• e 
provided logistical resupp~ and tour more were tasked tor cCIJID&nd and control 
ebipe. The aircraft were tloNn into the Lejelme AO each day and laagered at 
Due Pho during daylight when not invo~ved in canba.t assaults. The lst ~·LviatiGil 
Detacbaent (PrcvisiGilal) supported OperatiCll Lejeune on a aiasi~ basis and 
tlew twenty sorties on two ~terent aaissiCllS tor a total or Dine aircraft 
tlf~hours. The Aviation Detacbaent aircraft. expended 148 2.75 inch rockete~ 
2,920 rounds or 201111 C8lmQl tire, 2~125 l"'WWda ot ltOa ~. aDd 5,SOO 
roUnds ot .so caliber machine g.m tire' 1n support. ot grcUDd troops. 

. . 

The artillery fi.': e support during LejEnme was sim1larq extensive. The 
bt Battalion, 77th Artiller, (Jiinus ita C Battery -Nbich was attacbel:-to. the '/~ 
Artilleey in the Pershing AO was in direct support or the 211 Bripde. : 
Attached to the battalion minua were A 1/30 Artillery (155), a platoon fraa 
C 4/f:IJ Artillery (M-42) and a equad traa C 4/IIJ Artilleey (JI-55). 'l'he units 
fran the 4/l:IJ /.rtillery were in the AO between 8 - 14 April and OPCCN to the 
2/S Cav •. t.lso the rocket artillery tire trca a plAtoon rrca C Battery 2/20 
Artille17 (ARI\) reinforced the howitzer. tire trcm the l/77 Artille17. ~ 
kprU 15th, when the 2/35 Infantry replaced the 2/5 Cav in Lejeune, C Battery, 
2d Battalion, 9th J\rtillery also arrived at Guadalcanal to replace ;', 1/'n. 
B 1/77 was then attached to 2/9 .\rtilldry until Bravo Batteey also departed. 
Primarily the artillery fire support was rendered fran LZ •s Montezuna. and 
Frenchy both. On the 11th the Montezuna defensive fire plan was upgra.doo to 
include sixteen counter mortars, seventeen defensive concentrations, and six 
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targets. On the 12th a coordinated fire plan l>.ros developed with 
t~ea·"~"' •. , ...... ..,.. ... g and a Batteey CCIIID&I¥ler1 s Scope (BC Scope) on top of Dang Mountam 

to the east of LZ Montez\11&. Day obsenation was improved and at night 
given concentration around the po~ition could be illu:-dnated and a round 

fired thereon. The artillery ammunition expenditure until 6:00 AM on April 
J.Sth, as reflected in totals by caliber, were 7,326 rounds or lD5Dm, 2, m 
rounds of 155mm, 2,348 naval gunfire, and 350 rounds from the ti)JC Artille17. 

On April 18th the 2d Bric-d• Task Parce \Ddta were P".,.rin& to lea" ·the 
J,eje1Dle AO. It was a typical day in the operation. The aircraft of Bravo 
Troop l/9 Cav had nine incidents or either --.r si&htinp or light Ellg&g-.rts. 

blues were inserted tiw kil.aD.eters vest of the northem portion llf the 
Khe Lake to sweep a built-up area. Arter sporadic fire, three enemy were 

ldJl.ed, two captured, and eleven detainees e-.acuated. The blues wore extracted 
a few minutes before noon. . A Canpa.llT 2/35 ws in contact with an estimated 
enEmY' platoon in the northern porticm of the AO. A Can}:)IUV' 2/5 was canndtted 
as a reaction force to deny esc.a.pe to the north. The contact resulttld in 
three US wounded and eight VC killed. Elsewhere there were tho usual aircratt; 
firingS and discovery of mines aM booby traps • 

On AprU 19th the Div:i.aiCD1 a 2d Bripde we rellevecl ot all responsibillt7 
1n this AO at 12:00 nocm when the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantey Division ass\IJ18d 

" control. The 2d Brigade released the 0PCC11 of the 2/35 lntantey and B 1/9 Cav 
to the 3/25 and moved to LZ Uplitt with the 2/5 Cav to rejoin Operation Pershillg. 
The 3/25 TF with the lst Battalion, 35th Intantq, 2<l Battalion, 35th Infantey 
and B l/9 Cav continued this aerial surveUlance 1 LZ securit7, rice harvest 
security, and thorough search 8Dd destroy operations throughout the AO. There 
was very little contact for the remainder of the operaticm. Earq on the 20th 
A 2/35 received small arms fire !rem just south of the Laa B1nh Lake and called 
in artillery. A search of tbe'area re'VMlad twelw VC Jdlled in addition to 
tour huts and ten bunkers destroyed. ~ April 2l.st .there were eight light 
cc:ntacts and nine incidents ot goUDd-to-air firin&l. A briaade l.cng-range 
patrol encountered a VC boobJ' trap whic:h we poesibq a 6Clla aartar three 
kilometers west of Due Pho ldlich ldll.ed tour tE soldiers. 'rbrM of the nine 
ground-to-air firings inwlwcl 12.·718 anU-&1rcn.ft. tsn. !'Ill" aintrill88 

called in on the suspected locaticna and both the tighter pilDts and the 
FAC' s observed mnerous 811817• !be four auti~ft poeitiona were deat~, 
but there 'WBS no assessment on me-. killed. 

. . 
At noon on April 22, Ope: ation Lejeune terminated and tbe l.st Air C&val.ey 

Division released OPCON of"the 3/25 which joined !uk Force Oregon. · 

Opere.tion Lejeune vas certain~ one of historical importance. The 2d 
Brigade 1 s canmitment was the first time any US Anq unit had operated in 
Vietnam's I Corps Tacti~l Zcoe. The engineer effort which belilltted thirty 
tons of equipnent to build two tactical tixed-.dng airstrips in a matter of a 
tew days is unparalleled in Army engineering hiStory. Th~ reacticn capability 
to deploy fully a brigade task force in a day and a half to begin operations in 
an entirely new area of operations once again proves the overwhelming 
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.! ' f=ility of an a.i.mcbilo divisicn. t.ltho~h contacts weN primari}¥ 
light throughout the operation, tho 176 VC killed nnd 127 VC captured by" the 
Air Cavalry units in twelve days testify to the effectiveness of the brigade 
task force to find the enemy anc! c!estroy him. The 3/25 killed 29 enerq to 
bring the total enemy dead to 205. Ther~ were verJ f.:Jw contacts with 11&in 
terce enemy units so the enem;y losses 1 totaling 332, were predominant}T trail 
local.groupe am the rttal intl'Utruc:t.we. The caaualt7 ratio, an indioati<ll 
ot the success or any operation, was high-nine ElllEIII1 d-.d to one ot oars. 
The statistics:-. for ellEIIcy' dead are those verified b7 bod¥ comt. lis it is 
a proven tact that the ena17 places great importance on r•oYing his deed fran 
the battlefield, it is a reasonable pres\lllpt.ion the enE1117 death toll was 
substantially higher. 

The Division entered Quang Ngai Province as a stop-gap aeasure so t.hat 
the pressure could be maintained while the Marines moved out. ane bofore the 
)/25 could deploy into the AO. Again this was the first time any i,rmy unit 
bB.d operated in the Marine zone. The Diviaion lett behind two airstrips, a 
massive sea LOC, a crucial supply road, a ba.cUy dl'Jllaged VC in.fro.structure and 
better provided: for Vietnamese population. In light ot tbe limited mission, 
the operation can be beat described as a complete succesa • 
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: D ISTRIDUTION 

1 - CG, 1st ACD 
1 - ADC-A, 1st J..CD 
1 - ADC-B 1 1st ACD 
3 - ea. Dde 1 l ACD 
9 - ea Dn, 1 Aa> 
1 - 1st Sqdn, 9th Cav 

36 - ea In:t Co, 1 A(J) 
4 - ea Cav Troop, l .A.CD 
4 - 11th AViaticm Ormp 
5 - Divisicn Artiller,-
5 - Support Command 
l - Sth Engr Bn 
l - 13th Sig 1m 
6 - ACot'S: G-3 
4 - ACofS: G-2 
2 - ACot'S: G-5 

11 - l4 Mil Hist Det 
75- CIAH 
l. - CG, USARV 1 AT!!I: AVC - Bist Divisicm, AFO 96m 
1 - CG, IFFOR!ZV, ATTN: Historian 
2- MlCV- IO 
1 - Chiot' of MiJ.itazy Histaey, D&, Washingtcn, D. C. 2031.0 
1 - Libraey, United States MUitar.r A.C)ademy, Vest Point Rev Jerk 
l - CG, 4th Infantry Diviaicm, APO 96262 
1 - CG 1 3d Dde 1- 25th Wan try D ivisicn, APO 96225 
1 - CG 1 1st Bdo, lOlat .A.l:a Divisim, AFO 96.349 
1 - CG, 25th Int'antr,' Divisim, !PO 96225 
1 - CG 1 196th Lt Inf Bde 1 J.F0 96256 
l - CG' 173d Alll Dde I APO 962SO 
1 - CG, 9th Int Diruim, APO 96390 
1 - CG, 1st Int Divieim, APO 96345 
l- CODdt, USl lDt Sab, l't BamaSq, Oa 31905 
1 - COIIdt, USA l:m Scb, ft Ro.aker, lt.1a 36360 
l - Coadt, JFKSlVAll Soh, Pt Ilragg, lfC 'JJJ'P'/ 
1 - COIIdt, US&CIGSC, l't Laavenvarth, lan 6W'O 
1 -Editor, USAGSSC Mil Reviev 
l - CODdt, USSAM;, ~"t. Sill, Okl.a 73504 
1 - Chiof of Resene and Rare utaira, DA, Washingtcm, D.c. 
1 - CO, USl Inf HmllO Unit, l't Benning, Ga 31905 
l - CG, Ft Knox, lt7 40121 
l - CG, Ft Jackscm, S.C. 292C17 
1 - CG, Ft Gordm, Ga 30905 
1 - CG 1 Ft Polk, La 71.459 
l - CG, Ft lsCilard Vood, Mo 65473 
l - CG, Ft Ord, Calif 93941 
l - A.rrrry Magazine, 1529 18th St. N.W., Wash, D.C. 20036 
l - Tim Magazine 1 Editorial & Advertising Of fico 1 Ti.Joo and Life Dldg, 

Rockefeller Center, N.Y., N.Y. 10020 
1 - Saturday Evening Post, Indopendenoo Square, Philadelphia, Pa 19105 
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l- CG, US Arn1sr Weapons Command, Rock Island, m 
--·1 - CG, US~ Missile COmrDend, Redst<:11e Arsenal, Ua 

1 - CG, us Army- Mlnitioos Command, Dovar, N.J. 
1 - CG, us Army Tactical EvaJ.uatiCil Command, Aberdeen, Md 
1 - USACDC, Liaisa1 Detaclment, HQ USA.RV 

1 
AFO 96m 

l - CG, USARV, A'M'N: A VHGC - DST, A.FO 963t:n 
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OPERATION IEJEUNE 

A. 5~ General Georee A. Blanchard, Assistant Division Commander - A, 
supervised Operation Lejeune from 6 - 22 April 1967. 

11- Lieutenant Colonel Fred E. Karhobs, Coumanding Officer of the lst Air 
CavalrJ's Beocmd Brigade. 

C. Lieutenant Colcmel Charles G. Olentine, Conna.nding Officer of the 8th 
Engineer Battalion, surrvised the engine~ring efi'orts in the Lejeune 
Area of Opere.tims (AO from 8 - ll April 1967. 

D. Ra~orback Beach or Landing Zone Guadalcanal as seen fran the air. 

E. Lieutenant Colonel Robert D. Stevenson, whose 2d Battalion, 5th Caval.r7 
swift~ deplored into the Lejeme AO. 

F. The airstrip a.t LZ Montezuma a.s seen fran the air. 

G. Engineer graders 'WIO'rk m airstrip at LZ Montezuna.. 

H. A mine-sweeping team clears area between LZ Montezuma and LZ Guadalcanal. • 

. I. Bulldozer a. t work <ll airstrip at LZ Montezuua. 
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