CONF IDE NT AL
HEADQUARTERS, 3D BRIGADE TASK FORCE

25th Infantry Division
AFO Sgn Francisco 96355

AVDCCOP ‘ 25 Pobruary 1967
SWBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report for THAYER II

TOs Commanding Gensral
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobils)

AP0 96490

1. (U) IDENTIFICATION OF OPERATIONs THAYER II

2, (U) DATES OF OPERATION: Operation THAYER II commenced 030730
Jamuary 1957 and terminated 120559 February 1967.

3o (C) LOCATIOR OF OPERATION: Operation THAYER II was conducted
in the Suol Ca Velley with center of mass at BRS0SS, The area of operas
tion encompassed approximately 220 square miles, ,

bo (U) CONFROL OR CQMMAND UARTERS: Headquarters, 3d Brigade
Task Force, 25 antry | on, an sco 96355, .

S, (U) BEPORTING OFFICER: Colonel Jemes Go Shanahan,
6. (U) TASK ORGANIZATIONS
4, Comanderss .

Headquarters, 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Infantry Division
Colonel James G, Shanahan

1st Battalion, lith Infantxy 1
Iieutenant Colonel William H, Miller

1st Battalion, 35th Infantry .
Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Kingston, 3 Jan = 8 Feb 67
Major James E, Moore; Jumior; 8 Feb « 12 Feb 67

24 Battalion; 9th Artillery :
Iieutenant Colonel Bruce Holbrook

C Troop, 3d Squadron, lith Cavalry o |
First Iieutensnt Joseph Key Garner, 3 Jan ~ 10 Jan 67
Captain John P, Irving, III, 10 Jan = 12 Feb 67;

conwrF 1D EN TIAL '




CO N F 1L &= v v i
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s JBCT 2 anbat Operations After Action Report for THAYER II :

3d Support Battslion (Provisional)
Major Andrew H. Housand

Company D, 65th Enginser Battalion
Major John R. H111, 3 Jan = 22 Jan 67
Captain Arthur J, Pansze, Junior, 22 Jan = 12 Fedb 67

ioth Infantry Flatoon (Scout Dog)
Second Lieutenant Robert W. Thackeray

b, Priacipal staffi

m '.
Major Ben G, Crosby, Jurior, 3 Jan « 5 Jan 67
Ceptain Briagn J, McCarthy, 5 Jan - 25 Jan 67
Major John Do Weil, 25 'Jan -« 12 Feb 67

S2 : .
Major Edpar Epeland
S3

Major James Eo Moore, Junior, 1 Nov 66 < 8 Feb 67
Mejor E. P. Houben, & Feb 67

 Major John A. $oyce

Captsin Joim Schmidt, III
7. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES:

ao (C) Tactical air support was provided by 7th USAF and utilized
by the 3d Brigade Task Force as indicated:

Inclusive dates FAC Migsions Combat Proofs

of operations Request Rumn Request R
(1; 3-31 Jan 48 19 - 78 30
(2) 1-12 Feb 18 9 17 5
(3) TOTAL 66 28 95 35
(L) 7 Run h2(+)% . 36(+)%

bo (C) Aviation support: The 52d Combat Aviation Battalion
supnorted the 3d Brigade Task Force with the 119th Assault Helicopter

Company. Iroop 1lifts, landing sone preparations, command and control
capability, and resupnly missions were provided,
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co The total mumber of aireraft hours and missions for the 3d
Brigade Task Force are as followss

(1) Fixed wings Unknown
(2) Rotary wing:
(a) 327 hours,
(b) 387 missions on 1,032 sorties.

d. (C) Artillery supports During Operation THAYER II, the
mission of the 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery was direct support of the 3d
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division. During the operation, Battery A was
in direct support of lst Battalion, 35th Infantry; Battery B was in di-
rect support of the 1st Battalion, lith Infentry; and Bgttery D (Provi-
sional) was in direct supnort of base camp, 3d Brigade TF, 25th Infantry
Division.

(1) During the entire operation several artillery units -
were attached to., or under operational control of the 2d Battalion, 9th
Artillery. These units with periods are as follows:

(a) Battery By Sth Battalion, 16th Artillery attached
to 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery 6 Jamuary to 12 February with the mission
of reneral support. _

(b) Sattery A, 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery attached
to 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery 11 January to 19 January and 27 January
to 1 February with the mission of direct support of lst Squadron, 8th
Cavalry., .

(c) Battery A, 1st Bgttalion, 77th Artillery OPCON
26 January to 9 February with the mission of direct support of 2d Squad~
ron, Sth Cavalry,

(2) During Operation THAYER II, Battery C, 2d Battalion,
9th Artillery was in direct support of 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry on
Operation SAM !I0USTON,

(3) Durinpg THAYER II these umits fired in support of ine
fantry in contact, fired blocking fires, and fired immediate fires on
SPAR and SPIDER reports. The extensive H % I program of the 2d Battalion,
9th Artillery was enhanced greatly by the additional fire support provided
by these units,

(1) Statistical information:

(a) Total rounds fired:

1. 105mms: 21,95L,

QoN FIDENTI AL 2, 155mms  9,53h.
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(b0 Results:
15 1d; KIAO

2 1 "ortar silenced.
3o 17 structures destroyed.

(c) Four €71 117 moves were made during the operaticmo
Four ground moves were alos made,

8, (C) INTELLICENCES
nemy uation prior to entry of 3d Brigade TF into Opera-~

tion ’mAIERsnz Two battalions and the headquarters of the 18th NVA
Regiment as well as jJoint VO.NVA logistic bases were belisved to be loca-
ted in this area, Bespite the pressure exerted by the ist Cav Division

. Afrmobile (this same pressure drove the 22d NVA and the 2d VC Regiments
NHorth at the begining of THAYER II, The 18th NVA spparently attempted
t0 remain in the vicinity of the Suci Ca for two reasoms,

(1) To refit ard regroup the ragiment, taking advantage
of the substantial Long Dinh market arez and the established VC infra-

structure in the area for food and sscurity,

| (2) To maintain the presence of the regular foros NVA in
Phu Cat and Phu My Districts in ordsr to influence the VC in the area to
remain YHARD CCOREW,

b. Generals

1 .

él) The weather early in Jamary was influenced by the end
of the North=East lionsoon season with resulting rain, fog, and desrease
of visibility especlally in the mountains and mountain valleys, This
weather aided enemy movement snd hindered friendly operations, With the
waning of the NE Monsoon; the weather conditions improved and the enemy
was placed in a campletely defensive posture with a limited capability
to withdraw.

(2) The terrain is dominsted by a largs mountein rangs
characterized by steep siopes, deep rvwinss, granite boulder out-croppings,
and dense vegetation occasionally broken by grass areas, The population
in the feftile Suoi Ca Valley and in the mountains were enemy, enemy sym-
pathizers;, or enemy daminated, It was known and later confirmed by fre«
quent contacts #hat the enemy had well established trails and logistic
gasm many of them in the ravima and canyoms, ard a few in the Suoi Ca

taelf,

¢, Signmificant antivity in AO of 3/25%
(1) b9 Jan - mmadhtely upon the inbrodmtion of the

! BE he 3d Brigad Foroee 1 antyw viﬁ,un’in‘t,o
the Suoi Ca Valley«-Vinh Thanh Hauntain range A0, saveral small contacts

SAONTINE AT A
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ocowrred, Friemily forces repeatedly engaged mmall mmbers of ememy in
sharp, short comtacts. Numerous discoveries of large bunkerveamplexass,
nost of them estimated to be 3 « L months old and scattared over & wide
arez, coafirmed préevious indicitions that a very large enamy farce had
ocoupded that area. mmmuwﬂn'mmm(mms%
to BR760670) amd near the major trails to the N-lW together with doowmenta
and Fiis captured in the area indicated that elements of the 7th Ba, 18th
NVA Regiment were emrcute during this time toward the Narth-Nerthwest to
Join the rest of the Regiment belisved to be in the Nghia Dien Valley.
The expected development of thes enmmy situation in the -to the
East of the Soui Ca Valley mever materialized despite PW and HOI CHANH
reports of enamy presence in this area, However, the emaxy, primedpally
VC, began a terror and harrassing campaign against the civilian populace
alongmghuaymearﬂagaiutthoninrmtesotcmmm

E..

. On 7 Jamary, mmm&am&%ﬁ,&w,mmm
35th Infantry contacted a squad sise unit with a great deal of lquipentg

' zaps ard propaganda literature.,

" © 0m 9 Jamary, C 1/35 at BR75365h found several caves with talephomg
wire, and miscellaneous equipment, These discoveries together with the
separats small contacts made in the swrrounding areas amd the aerial ob-
servations made of recently heavily used trails were the fivst indicatifns
that ths logistic base areas were being used extensively at that time by
an mxdetermined sised force,

(2) 10-18 Jan - enamy activities in the 3d Brigade TF 40
eontinnd vith several small comtacts, ‘some with startling results,

Om 10 Jan in the vicimity of BRTILS, 3d plat, A 1/35 made oons
tact with five VC woaring US steel belmsts;, (D shirts, VC caps; axd pon.
chios, attempting to exfiltrate the area. At HR755655, C 1/35 foumd sev-
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4 (3) mviaa,taﬂuofcms,,fomdwmhbouda
ers piled upon one discovered in a ravine lsadimg SE out
oty CHEDON TRATL, (BTROR) s This rock comples was found to provide
shelter for the financial section; psychological operations secti am-
unition warehouse, hospital, and some documents from the imtelligence
section of the Birh Dirh Pwovince Heedquarters, In additiom, part of

to have been in the rock formtion., Imterrogation reports indicate thap
in early December, the 18th NVA nt had established headquarters in
the vicimity of hill 975 (ER69361h) together with the 9th NVA Battaliom,
. It 15 believed that the 106th NVA Headquarters amd elementa of the 9th

5

Headquarters was situated near the GHEGON TRAIL in the above mentioned
rock camplex, IFW reports indicate that engineer, sigml, amd traps.

portaion elements of the 18th NVA Headguarters were attached to the

Binh Dish Province Headquartess for security, ccrt&iu_l:ﬂnnpd.ddoa
ployment of friendly elemerts imto the vieinity of the Provineial Head-
quarters prevented the enemy from exfiltrating with much of the equip-
ment, material; and personnel from the adwinistrative staff of the Head-
quarters. The total assessment of damage to ths enemy is reflected in

the figwres in Paragraph P,

On the 2lst of Jamuary 1/1hth Infantry in the vicimity of BR739632
captured & large smount of persommel, and operations and
dmmwmmwmmmnmmmwamm
Dirvh,

4., Documents in the O<]1 Category:

(1) Organizatiomal charts of the Bink Dinh Pravincial
Headquarters and some district headquarters. Charts show & breakdown by
Job desoription of each positioniim these headquarters,

(2) Order of battle charts on all Viet Cong umits in Rinh

6
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Dirh Province to include persommel rosters, weapons, asctusl TO & Bis
and status of ammunition,

(3) Order of battle on a new Provincial Sapper Battalion

of unkmown designation but with compandes designated Dul0, D=20, Dv30,
and Dali0, Document also shows that 555 infiltration group was used to
£111 up the D-30 Co.

(4) Recruitment Plan for 1966 shows that in the ist Phase .
(25/4/66) 650 were to be recruited; 2d Phase (10/5/66, 500 were to be re-
crulted; 3d Phase (31/8/66), 050 were to be recruited, The distridution
of recruited labor and military strenmgth of these recruits wes to be 87%
for the Sao Vang Division with the remaining 13% for mrovincial farces.
qumntabmimludeszsomno

©e» Documents in the G2 Category

(1) Viet Cong plan to enlarge the "Popular Immnme
(2) Viet Cong order of battle studies of friendly p‘ndtiom

in Binh Dirh Provinocs, to imclude desigmtion of friemdly wnit, stremngth,
di.apoution, anxd detailed sketch maps showing fortificatiems and weapons

a

. (3) Various ARVN documents, most classified, to imsluds
one TS S0 for all F¥, RF forces im Bivh Dinh for the momth of October
66, One document signed "Westmoreland™ that is spperently a strategic
.study (lengthy), not enough tramslated yet to evaluate.

[ 28 Doomenba in the G.3 Category )
(1) Viet Cong plams for increasing Sapper trainming.

(2) Standing ap-uuons procedure for the preparstion and
me'ltim of a campaign,

mm' (3) Training documenss on the use of the U,S, Claymore

o (L) Viet Cong tactical explamation of attack on a strong
point,
(5) Reports on Vist Cong field experience with ROK unmits,

7
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g~ Documents in the O} Category:

2

Cospiote status report on Viet Cong equipment in Blmh Dinh.,

h- The following document complste translation is balicved to
be of special importanses

Document %3 fraw Csu Qua (AKA Sapper Bn)
THRU: THON 510 (AKA QS MR V)
TO: ANH TINH (AKA BINH DINH IQS)
Plan3 preparec by Sapper umits during the months of October - Newember 1966,
{1} Qui Fhon ‘

{a} HI11 208 Sovth of Qui MNhon has sixty (60) vaca-
tiomlvng Americars, .

4 {b} Messsga Center (Radio) for emtire staff im Qui
Naon fAvea 2j.

{=; DancixngmrbhofAmzinQﬂNhon,haaapa
prroxismtely 150 Ai’le’?"lﬁ"n Officers concentrated there every Saturday night.

{ay Amn!.uonwahme located in Area 1 near dock
loaded by barges contair 100 tony of ammo, mostly Artillexy.

{¥} ¥usrc Hau {AKA TUY PHUOC District)
One psy war platoon in Luong Hong Village fomr En W

{3} Fuee Haw (AKA PHUOC HAU Village TWY PHUCC District)
(a) Ons company of Naval Officers
{b) Twolve {12) gasoline étqrage tanks with approxi-
metely ten (i0) millios liters located in s valley mear the water surface

sbowh 1,200 meseqss N of HiUl1 193,

oeEN T 1AL
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(3) Phu Cat (Aka Phm Cat District)s
(a) Go Tram Trainming Center,

(b) One Korean company stationed in the forest north-
sast of the foot of Hill Tra lan Son (160).

(2) American Area north of Go Quanh (39) with about
100 people. .

{5) Fu Tai (Aks Phu Tai Village, Tuy Phouc mm-iec);

(a) One Korean company with camnnons in the Thanh long
Hamiet lesg than 3 kilometers south of Eill 202,

(b) One Ameriecan platoon with artillery and mortars
at Xom Market,

(c) One ¥orean platoon at Khau Bridge East,

5. A large amount of financial documents that appear to be the
resords of the Bich Dinh Province Fimance Committee (VC). In addition,

there are approximately 10,500,000 plasters worth of Nationsl Liberation
Pront {Lac Dong) Bonds,

Documents by type are as follows:

(1) Persomel record books,

(2) Supply resord books with hand receipts.

(3) Tax receipts for payment to the VC,

() Finance record books with the name of Mr, Hai, Hai

appeara to be in charge of the Biph Dinh Province Financs Camxities, code
mumbey Fill. Probsbly the muber for the fimance committee.

Je

(5) 1list of people in the districts of Bimh Dirh Province
who have given money and rice to the VC, The districts are iAnm Nhen, Phu
My, Birnk Xhe, Hoai An, Phu Cat;, and Tuy Phuoc,

(67 1ine and bloek chart of the orgamisation of the Province
Fipance Committes.

CON F I DEN T 1AL
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k., Further significant occurrences during the period included

a contact with an estimated platoon in prepared positions with overhead
" oover in the vicimity of HR729607, The enemy apparently established a
perimeter defense overnight, They did not take the risk to paolice the
battlefied during the night. It was then believed that a Viet Cong unit
was operating in the area, Judging from prisoners captured sube

the unit was identified as the E-2B Viet Cong Battallon which was low
on food, medicine; persomnel and smmmition, Kfter several engagements
with ROK and US forces the E-ZB was fighting to survive, :

(1) 1-12 February: During this period friendly forces
continued to exploit the intelligence gained from the captured documents

ard prisoners, Several bunker complexes, arms caches, a large surgery
aid pharmacy, and many more significant documents were found. In parti-

cular, the enemy was denied several thousands of dollars worth of vital
antibiotic and anti-zalaria drugs, two 8lmm mortars, a 57mm recoilless .
rifle, a 60m mortar; a light 7.62mr anti-aircraft machinegun and auto-
matic and semi-automatic and small arms,

(2) During this peried friendly forces eaptured a map in
the vicinity of the Nghia Disn Valley. The map had marks of ensmy base
areas and each mark when checked wvas found to be an acourate plot of an
enemy base area or tactical position. The fact that this map was captured
by friendly forces, is one more indication of the desperats situation of

the enemy, in particular, the 18th NVA Regiment and the VC headquarters
of Bivh Dinh Province,

1. Interrogation of the Chief of Radio Operations of the Com-
mmnications Platoon of the Rear Services Section for Binh Dinh Province,

(Individual was North Vietnamese apprshended 30 January in the vieinity
of BRG89T2Y) revealed the extent of the blow to the enemy. He gave the

following information concexrndng the camposition and strength of the
Rear Service Section found and destroyed in the rock complex 19 Jamwary

te 5 February:

(1) Food supply sub=sections Strength - 30.

(2) PFinance sub-gection: Strengths 6-7.

(3) Veapons and ssmumition sub-sectiom, strengths 27-38.
(a) Blacksmith shop.
(v) Ammunition procurement.

10
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(4) Transportation company; strength: 70=80,

(5) Political section, strength: 1,

(6) Military staff section:
(2) Enginesr platoon, strength: Appraximately 50,
(b) Reconnaissance platoon, strengths 50, |

(c) Crypto section, atrength: 50.
(d) Communieations platoon, strength: 50,
(7) Total strengths 300-325,

m, The mission of the foed supply sub-section was to procure-
and distribute food, mainly rice and salt, to units within the Binh Dinh
Province Headquarters area of operations. Since the 34 Brigade Task
Force entered THAYIR II, the brigade has captured 19.7 tons of rice and
destroyed 2.5 tons of rice and 21.7 tons of salt. The main market for
the eney's purchase of food supplies, Long Dinh Market, has been denied
him by the resettlement operation now under way in the Soud Ca Valley
Area as well as by aggressive patrolling and ambushes along the routes
of movement to the market area,

n., The mission of the finance sub-section was to handle mons-
tary transactions for the purpose of mrocuring food and spplies, The
capture of 10,500,000 VN plasters worth of paid and unpaid NIF payment
cortificates (Bonds) along with mmerous records ami other documents
by Company B, lst Battalion, lith Infantry on 21 Jamuary as well as the
capture of 100,000 pilasters by Cempany B, 1st Battalioen, 35th Infantry
during an ambush on 11 Jamuary is believed to have rendered this section
inoperable for an extended period af tims.

0. The weapons and ammunition sub.section was composed of a
Hacksmith Shop and an Ammunition Procurement Section., The Blacksmith
Shop made iron casings for grenades and booby traps as well as mamufactur-
ing simple tools, A limited wespoms repeir capability was also maintained.
This shop wae destroyed Ly Company A, lst Battalion, 35th Infantry on 12
January 1967, The ammunition procurement section had the mission of pro-
curing, storing, and distributing ammunition for the units, The large
secondary explosions which occwrred duxing demclitlion of the rock complex
ars believed to have destroyed an extremely great amount of ammumtion and
gunpowder being stored by this seection for future distribution., This,
coupled with the large ammunitions cache located by Company B; 1lst Bat-
talion, lhth Infantry on 26 Jamary 1967, seriously hampsred the operation
of this msection,

11
CcoN EVDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDC=C=OP 25 February 1967
SUBJECT2 Combat Operations After Action Report for THAYER IX

Po The Communications Platoon was equipped with 2 AN/GRC=9
rzdios, 1 Chicom model71B radio; 2 AN/PRC=10 radios, 1 AN/PRC«25 radio,
and 12 TA-312 telephones, The capture of 1 AN/GRC-9 and 1 Chiecom model
T1B on 2 February 1967, by Company A, 1lst Battalionm, 1ith Infantry; 2
AN/PRC+1O0!'s on 22 Jamary 1967, by Company B, 1st Battalion, lith Infan-
trys and 7 TA=312's on 9 Jamary 1967, by Company Cy, 1st Battaliom, 35th
Infantry rendered this section almost completely inoperable. ~

qo Although not mentioned by the prisoner, the eomplex included
accnpleteandwelleq\xippaddiapensa.ryuhiehmsdast@royedhwcmlpuv'B9
15t Battalion, lith Infantry on 21 Jamumry 1967, Another dispensary was
located and destroyed and vast amounts of medical supplies captwred by
Company B, lst Battalion, 1lith Infantry on 5 February 1967, It is be-
lieved that there wers a total of five such dispensaries within the oper-
ational area of the Blrh Diph Province Headgquarters.

r. Persormel loases to the province headquarters have been -
equally as great, On 28 January 1967, Company A, 1st Pattaliom, iith
Infantry contacted an element of the headquarters resulting iu the death
of the assistant commmications efficer and the headquarters mamager
while the headquarters surgeon was wounded, Since discovery of the
roek complex on 19 Jamuary 1967, the lst Battalion, 1lith Infantry killed
53 enemy anxd captured i enemy in the immediate vicinity of the complex,
These, as well as mmerous other losses in the area, reduced the strength
of the headquarters to an estimated 200 persommel. _

8. Theabarelosmcouplodwith the incalcusble psychological
duzage to the enemy should have a significant crippling leng=term impact
on the communist infrastructura of Binh Dirh Province,

t. Statistical sumsary of enemy persoml and equipment losses:

(1) Parsommels WA o TomAL
(a) EKIA (BC) 169 96 265

(b) cIA : 10 63 5
{e¢) RETURNEES 2 12 14

(d) Civil Defendants _ -9 -9
TOTALS 181 180 361

CON FI D ENTIAL
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(2) Veaponss 7
Small armsz 6L

(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(3

Automaties 27
Crew serveds 5
Totalss 96
Other equipment.s

(a) Ammun’tions

Py

10,

L.
2.

Small arms:

TNT:

81/82me mortars:
60mms

Orenadess
Ami-Tank Rockets
Chicen mines
Detomator coxrd
BHlasting eaps
Bobby trape
Claymore mines
5Tn rifles (reccilless)

(b§ Personal equipment .

1.
2.

Q

e

[=]

0

o

Z

T
a—g
>
.

A

. Flashlights

Packs
Clothing sets
Gas Masks

3

4,889
15% 1ba

28 a

uwug"d'am
e

w BB ER
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SUBJECT ¢ cmbatomummmnmm-mmn

-6_9 Shovels
l? Web gear
8, Hammecks

-,

2@ Mesquito ncta

13. Caners
(c)fwz
L Sgml
8, Telephoriss
bo !ﬂ.nt:ry}radioa
8o Civ radice
g,- Coimo wire

“ e &BF B W

10
10
3
13 miles
5

‘2, Madicals Surgical equipment md mmmc |

and anti-malaria drugs, 1,250 mo
3o Toods

Cow

Hogs

U

CI
i
B
£
]

QoNFDENTIAL

20,7 tohs
2.7 tors
100 acsessory itens
2 1bs ‘
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Lo Others | ,
&> Vast amount of documents

bo 10,500,000 VN Piasters in NIF payment certi-
ficates, .

& \

19

1go;ooovnrusbm

d. 3,400 1ts typing peper

6 cubdo feet of typing paper
£ 5 lbs tobacoo

Ee 300 £t of electrecal cord
be L typewriters 7
i, 2 clocks

Jo 2 sewing machines
ko 2 Commurist International Flags
1. 2 VC Flags

i, 1 WVA Flag

29' 300 1bs cotton

9 & WA fountain pens

2o 25 oodckirg pots
_ go T5 £t of cloth

a, Huts 156
b, Paxholes ¢
So Tumels 10

| 0,0/\//—"1/513 EAJT7HL.

e
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90 (G) Mission:
-2, Generals

(1) Rermmeehangaltomaos&ésmumn,m
qmrtem, I Fleld Force Vietmam, dated 010435Z Jamuary 1967,

(a) ist Cavalry Division (Afrmobils)s Bhnplqr‘_‘id Bri-
gade Task Force, 25th Infauntry Division'in offensive operatd.ona in the
Suol Ca Valley zgmber of mass, HR8055).

(b) 3d Brigade Task Fme, 25th Infartyy Divisions

_ : 1, mnmm«romwmmm’
,mmhthxmn!vm@.

2e Daph.vtommnmaofopmionbym
ﬂ.thainfmbrybattalim Zdhﬁﬂiw,?th%ﬂmaﬁattacbndm’ad-
iun artillery battery on 3 Jamary 1967,

3a BecmoOPcmCmmingml, 1st Cavalry
Division (umbue) m«wmmwmwmnm,

b, (C) Specific missions, less those of minor mmame,
wers as followas

(i) References TIRAGD 7006-2, 'Yeadquart.era, 1st Air cava...v-y
Division (Airmobile), dated 061510Z Jamuwary 19673

(a) "irstprioritymiaad.onistoemhfwanddéstrcg
ths 18th North Vietnamese Army Regiment,

(b) Wmﬂaﬁtynﬁsﬁmnmmwm
poxrtion of the Suol Ca,

(c) Establish IRRPs om passes leading imto amd from -
Brigademaofcperatioao

(d) Relieved ot security mpomibinm for Lamiing
amrmwmmmatammmw by Capmanding
mmmaﬁwm«m,xmn, 25&1&&7

(2) Refersnces FRAGO 70173, Headquartere, 1lst Cavalry
Division (4irmobile), dated 1710352 Jarwuary 1967.

(a) comwbomandmhopcmucuinthohm
m&mzm«:mhmyl%'lo

1_6_
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(b) Releass l1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry (-) (Hezd-
quarters Company, WG,NCmB)mdiﬁdwmcftw-
tiva]SJamnryl%‘I. .

- (e) Release Coupany A, 1st Battalion, 8th Ca':aer
and Company D, 1st Battalion, Gthcam:ytolatBattalim, 8th Cavalry
effoctiveZLJammy 1967,

' (d) Effective 19 Jamuary 19679 conduct seareh and des-
troy operations inthem-eaaoubhoftheOregonTrailtothetﬂ.ﬂ.sion
bmnﬂaxytohnorcaptmummorﬂme 18tth*th1&tmmeseAmuegl—
m,

(e) cmmﬂeomtaearchandmmtiom

~in the hill mass east of the Sucd Ca Valley.

(3) Referemces FRAQGO 7021.1, neadqum, 1st Cavalry

Division (Afrmobile), dated 2013007 Jamery 1967, y

Mmempommntytwsemwwhndinng
MEADE 211200 Jammary 1967.

(4) - References FRAGO 7025-3, Headquarta'a, 1st cam:lry
Division (Airmobile), dated 2503002 Jamuary 1967.

(a) Assume OPCON 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry upon
closnre Vivh Tharh Valley, 26 January 1967. ’

(b) Retain one company, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry
as rescrve/reactionary foree in Viph Thanh Valley o be comitted on /
approval cof this Headquarters. o
(5) Reference: FRAGO 7026-l, Headquarters, lst Cavalry
Division (Aimobd.le), dated 261100Z January 1967,
Relieved of responsibility for security of Landing
Zone MEADE by the 24 Brigads effective 27 Jamuary 1967.

eferencet FRAGO 7028-1, Headquarters, lst Cavalry
Division (Aimoblle), dated 281015H J’amz.ary’l%eadq ’

Centimue to provide one company as division reserve/
reaction force to be conmitted only on approval of this headquarters.

(7) Reference: FRAGO 7029«1, Headquarters, lst Cavalry
Division (Airmobile), dated 2913008 Jamary 1967,

' Assume responsibility for security of the artillery
batta'yintheV:lmThanhVaneyrrdeBrigade, 1st Cavalry Division
effective 29 Jamary 1967,

QonNFIDER L
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(8) References IRAGO 7030-l, Headquarters, lst Cavalry
Division (ilrmobile), dated 301100H Ja.mm:y 1967.

(a) Deploy lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry to 1lst Brigade!s
area of operation beginning first light 1 February; OPCON lst Brigade up-
on closurs,

(b) Provide one battalion (2d Dattalion, Sth Cavéa.ry)
as division reserve/reactionary force; one company prepared Lo mmre in _ f
30 mimites after motification, battalion (=) in 3 hours. o

FRAGQ 7033-3, H
Dirision, datg)o °"§‘Q§°' A 96333 3. eadquarters, 1st Cavalry

(a) Releass OPCON Company B, 1st Ba*btalion, 8th
Cava]rytolstBrigadeonBFebma:'yI%'[a : )

(b) Deploy one company (2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry)
to HAMMOWD on 4 February, OPCON to Support Command upon closure for
security of HAITIOND,

(10) Reference FRAGO 7oho-1 Headquarters, st Cavalry
Division (Mrmotdle), dated 0900LSH Febrfm-;agg6 ’

(a) BRelease OPCON 2d Béttalion, Sth Cavalry (=) to
2d Briﬂade effective 9 February 1967.

' (b) Continue securi‘by of Battery C, 3d Battalion,
18¢h Artillery in the Vinh Thanh Valley.

(c) Release OPCON of one company to Support Command
for security of HAMIOND on 9 February 1967, Company will be rali.sved by
one campany of lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry onllFebnmv

(11) References FRAGO 70L4lel,: Headqmrteu, 1st Cavalry
. Division (Airmobile), dated 10233CH February 19679

{a) Deploy one company to the Mui Mieu Hountaln to
conduct operations in support of revolutiomary development. -

{b) Contimie to provide one company OPCON to Support
Command for security of HAMIOND,

(¢) Reliaved of security of Battery C, 34 Battalion,
18th Artiilery vhea subject battery is moved from that area on 11 February.

- 18
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10, (c) Qﬁmﬂ%@ﬂoﬁ .

8, Generals Operation THAYER II commenced 030730 Jamary 1967
ﬂgggggggﬁs?ﬂgggq
of the Lith Infantry Division to the eperational control of the )st Covalry

Divigion (Airmobdls), The eperation teminsted 120659 Felawuary with the
&gﬂgﬂgﬁagohwgghgﬁuwgpﬁg )

' b, Period 36 Jamarys During this period the Brigade T2 with
two infantry battaliore and suppoerting artillery deployed by road to the
THAYER II area of operation and prepared to comduct offensive operations

in the Sucd Ca Valley (center of masss IR80G5) for a period of appraxi-

matoly 3 waeks as chown in nb&.ouﬁo Lo
o Poriod 7-17 Januarys Om 7 ag»uuﬂvoﬂoeoggﬁ

_ | ggggﬁagﬁogqggg

the northwestern part of the area of operation as well as in the Suad Ca
Valley as effarts intensified fowsrd capturing and destroying the 18th

| North Vietrnemese Aray Regiuent, long Range Reconmaissance Patrols and ar-

bushes were used extensively diring this period. Provisions wess also

gg&&ba&éﬁg#&&gﬂoﬂg Zono HAMMOND, .

do Period 18-31 Jaruarys 18-19 agﬁuwﬁeo&g

| N o “Period 1-12 Febrvary: 1.5 Fehruary was devoted to comduct.
W uﬂnﬂgﬁ aggresaive cearch amd destroy operatioms in the Sante Fe

. snd Oregon Trails and contiming to destroy the cave camplexes with light

comtact dwring this time freme, During 67 February, sampensnts of the

” trigade eontimed to conduct search and destroy cperations in the Ssnta -
. Fe Treil, Oregon Trail, gﬁa&ﬂggggmgow

E 28 ?gﬁgo&ﬁgﬁlggg 25th Infantry
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mmmuimmammwmmm)
meldum..oofﬂisndlytoemmlsm m'zzfriwnymver;ns
265emm

1. (0) EXECUTIONs

2o Peﬁod}éJ*ms

(1) 1st Batta]ion, 1sth Infazrbzws ’bhe Batt:alion ‘condunted \
& tactical motor march from the Brigade task fmtbase ] mto’che o
forward assembly area vieinity of Phu Cat Rifle Resige (ER! ); closing '

abt 031735 Jamvary 1967, Accompanying the 1st Batt:lion, ilth Infantry

were HHC, 34 Brigade Task Force lst Platoon, C Towop, 34 Squadvon, hth

Cevalrys and Battery By 2d Battalion, 9th Artillecry, Shkwily after

elosing, security was established and the Brigade Tlr and Dxttalionts com-

mand posts became operatiomal, On § Jammary the Brittslion condusted an

alr assaul? into its assigned ares of operatioms 2/)d initiated offensive

operations, The Battalion command post and fire byise was established at, '

landing Zone SANTA (BR8LST716) with Campany C- (m) ptoviding local saourity s
CaupanyAneliﬁftedintoIenungZommmE, clmng st 1715 hours wnd

assumed the mission of providing security of the radio relay lescation,
axmmn,cmpamAmmmnmnmcatmmnmtoumm
the sccurity < the Brigade TF conmand post, Coipany' B (~) culxiucted a
helil1£t into landing Zone OAVIN (ERG12636), cloiing % 11,05 hours and 5

assumed the mission of providing security for Briitery \ 24 Battalion,

19th Artillery and began search and destroy oper:\tions | in" the immediate R
vieinity of Landing Zone GAVIN, Cempany C (=) halilifid imbo Landing -

Zoxs oA;mq closed with the Batialion command poett and i¥%rv: bass, and -

began conducting local patrols, The Battalion ssisumed 004 o Canpaw By
1st Batkalioa, 35‘bh Iz:farﬁ.ry ‘2t 051000 Jamuary 15657 and that vampany ime
madintelr begos searsh aid destroy operatlors narth from- lardsvg Zone
GAVIE, At 061525 January, Task Feree Irving (2d Platoon, 'Compe. ‘(A and
1st Pladoon, 3d Squadron, Lth Cavalry) conducted n viJJage seLC \OPBYS-

.~ tienm im tie vicindty of BR865558, The operation was completied ot 1925

hours with negative findings, The Reconmaissance Platoon bigan dondueting
scarch: ani deetroy operations southwest of ILandirg Zomne SAKJ\ in the v\

- imty of IRB12692, S

(2) ist Battalion, 35th Infantry: On h Jamayoy 1967 the
Battalion made 2 tactical road march firam Pleikm basn camp 3> the far- N
ward zasembly ares =t the Phu Cab Rifle Range, closiig at 1[i5 howr:, \
secwrsd the arsa, anl prepared 4o air assault into their aspigrod ar:a N
of operation on the foilowing dey; On 5 Jamary the Bunttallon CP,):flrs N
base, Rscomaiseance Platoon and Campany C (=) were heli¥ifled into
Landirg Zons CAVIN, closing a%t 1500 hours, The Patialica cumand pcst
was operationzl =% 1000 hours, Company A axd B adr eziaultnd into the
ﬂ.cixﬁty of BR811626 clcsing at 1330 hours where they iraneiw»d out imto

on
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search and Jdestroy opexations, At 1000 hours the Battalion asswmed OCA
of Cowpany B, lst Battalion, lith Infantry who immedistely 1sd.t...ated
sezch and destroy operatlons in the vicinity of BROISE4S, On 6 January
the Raitaiion cormand post aund firs base was hélilifted to Landing Zone

- TIP (ER791625) where they cloaed at 1620 hours.

(3) 1st Platoen, C Troop, 3d Sqmdron, Lith Cavalry: Upon
their arrival at the Phm Cat Rifle Range with lst Battalion, 1th Infan-
try the platoon set up seourity around the Battalion coumand post ares
and sondusted local patrolling action, On 6 Jamuary ths platoon particie
peted as & pars of Task Foree Irving in search and destroy operations in
the vicinity of HR865558, returning to battalion base at might, During
the remairder of the reporting perdod the platoon contimied to provide
secuwrity for the Prigads TF forward base of operations, Additiomally
sach day thay provided security for the Republic Of Vietnam ‘National
Police Civilian Check Paint (E2861552) fram 0700 to 1730 hours.

(L) C-Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry: On 3 Jamary C .~

Troop. 1st8quad..=on, oth Cavalry was placed in general support of the 3d
migadﬁ T¥ and remained on call to thé Brigade TF Comsandex throughout

the ravainder of the reporting period, They were deployed as screexing
forees and quickegtrike search and destroy foreés in areas where the co-
muander deemed critical at the appropriate time,

by Period 7-17 Jamms
(1) 1st Battaliom, Uth Infantry: Duripe this period the

Battallon orievited the search and destroy operations in a westerly dims
rectiocn within its area of operations with two campardes eamiing the

area of cparation dally while voe company provided setwurity for the fire

base at night, The three rifle companies rotated security and local pu-
irolling duty at Landing Zoms SANTA, The Reconmmissance Plaitcon comducted
gearch and destroy operations in different areas throughout ths ertire
area ¢i oparation during this period, On 7 Jamary Company A was. e
lieved of its security missien at landing Zone MEADE, The Reconmals- -
sance Flatoon assumed this mission dwring the period 11.12 Jammey, -Come

. pany B was relleved in place by Company C who came under the operationzl
comtrol authority of the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry effective 121015
Jamery at ER7L76659. Company B thereupon returned to Landing Zoms SANTA,
Mlhtol"JmmytheBa‘btﬂimact«adasablocking farce to praeveat
enemy exfiltraticn to the east and northeast, _

(2} 1st Betialien, 35th Infanmtry: During this period uhe
Battzlion worked agpressively through their srea of opsretion’ia x north-
- westerly dirsction making extornsive use of IRRPs and ambmshes, Frequent
contact wos made and after three days it appsared that small elsmepts cf
enemy ferces were attempting te exfiltrate the area. Om 10 Jamary Com~
paxy B, 1st Batialion, ilith Infantry was placed under the operatiomal
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contrel authority of the lst Battalien, 35th and “started
moving on a multiple axis toward the vicimty of BR7L6766, Much of the
Battalionts efforts were concentrated on the Oregon Trall arss {es2 in.
closure 3) which the enemy was using as an exriliration route. In cone
Junction with the 1st Battalion; 35th Infantryls flus out operation
along the Oregon Trail; on 10 Jamuary the Ist Squadrous Cavalry Bo.- -
oame under the operationsl centrol authority of the 3d Brigads TP to be
exployed as a blocking force at the western exit of the Oregon Trall,
Campary B; lst Battzliom, 1hth Infantry wes replaced on 12 Jamary by
Campany C, 1st Batialion, 1lith Infantry who assumed blocking positions
axi conducted search axd destroy patyols in the vicixity of the eastern
amd of the Oregon Tradil.

(3) 1st Squadren, Oth Cavelry: On 10 Jamuary the Brigade
TF assumed oparational comtyrol authority of the lst Squadven, 8th Cave
- alry who wvas emplaced 1n the western portion of the Brigade TP of opers
ation, Their four companies were positionsd at strategic exit sites wh
wvhers thiy conducted Zocal patrolling action by day and set up ambushes’
by mght, Throughout the period the Squadron contirmed to conduct looal °
search and destroy operations ami to block enemy exfiltration to the west,

¢, Period 18-31 Jamerys:
{1) 1st Battalion, 1yth Infartry: On 19 Jamuary the Bate

on ¢ gearch opers -
k- 1 L AP o T R e e
discovared an undergrourd complex in the visinity of IRB86861)L. On 20
Jamary, Campany C returned to the oparational control autherity of the
ist Battalion, ik Infantry whersupon the company wae ailr 1ifted imto
the vicinlty of the rock complexes at BR73SS4S, Thors they peovided
security aml assistance to the engincars for the ensulng destrustion of
the ermpiexes along with Compaxny B, On 25 Jamary C B discovered
ancther underground complex in the vicimity of HR74L656 which vas ex-
ploited for intelligencc purposss and- destroyed during the remainder of
the reporting period (sese paragraph 8, INTELLIGENCE), During this pere
iod platoon size elements provided security for Landing Zone HAMMOND
and Battery B, 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery (ER845553), On 21 Jamuary
the Battalion command post and fire bacse was moved to Landing Zons ILLINI
(BR789669) closing at 1620 hours,

(2) 1st Bottalion, 35th Infantry: Dwring this period the
Battalion contimmed to conduet search and destroy opesrations in ths hill
mss in its assignod area of oparation, Numerous minor cemtacts ware
made as the battslion coitimeed to flush owt remmaxnt= of the 18th North
Vietnamese Army Regiment. Ambush sites and blocking positions continued
to be used in an attempt to plek off the exitiing enemy, particularly
in the Santa Fe and Oregon Trails areas, During the paried 20=26 Jan~
ury, the Battalion assumed epexational control authority of Companies

CONFFDENTIA,
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4 axd U, 1st Squadron, 8th Cawalry who were replaced by Campaxies B and -

C during that period, anmarytheMcanpamuﬁmJ,stSqﬂaron
8th favalry CHOP 1st Batt~lien, 35th Infemtry and returned to paremt undts
whereupon the lst Squadrop, M&mmwmmﬁmm
auxthority of the 3d Brigade 'ﬂ'o

(3) 1st Squadron, 8th Cavalry: On 19 Jamary the Squadron
(=) was released fram under the operatiomal contruvl authority of the 3d
Brigade TF, Uumpanies A ard D wers placed under the operatiomal control
autharity of the 1st Battaliom, 35th Infaniry, whereupen they assisted
with blocking and search and destroy operations in the western portion
of the Santa F¢ Treil area, On 2} Jamary Company C replaced Campany
A unded the operational ocontrol authority of the lst Battalion, 35th In-
fantry, At 251135 Jamuary Compiny D engaged contact nesr a rock camples,
C/S gas was used with no affect, nmthmsmwmamused
- resulting in heavy enemy casualiies, That evening Company B replaced -
Company D undér the operational control authority of the lst Battalion,
35th Infantry, 0n27Jamm'yCmmaniaaAandCrethotMopwa-ﬂ
t4ioml control authority of the 3d Brlgade TF. Duwring the remainder of
thempcrtingpmdodthesqmdronopera‘bedinihaaoubhwnpwﬁmof
thoamofmationalongtho&nh?e‘l‘railo

(L) 2d Squadron, 5th Cavalrys On 26 Jamuary the 24 Squa~
dron,SthcavaermsplacedundertbeonfthBBdMgadaﬂ'ﬁth ‘
thohcamrﬂpéata:ﬂﬁnbaaeloeatedattbeﬂnhMSpeciﬂFm

Camn (BR61460L), During the remainder of the pericd they were deployed
as 3 blocking foree at %ie western exiis of the Oregon and Santa Fe Trails,

do 1 ;ebrlm‘y’ - 12 Fem 19678

2) 1st Battalion, 1lth Infantry: During the time freme
15 Fobnnry 1967, the battalion contimued seareh and Qoster operstions
htham'egonTrailAreaamoomimdtOprwidssecmtyforthean.
gineer work purty, On 1 Pebruary two platoons from Campany A provided
eover for the insertion of a Long Range Reconmaissance Flatoon at BR723675.
24 Platoon, Cafpany B was guided to0 2 new cave complex vicinity ERTLS6SH
by a Chieu Hol, At the cave eomp sneny radio aquipment coneisting”
of ons AN/IRC.9 Radio, one eable o, two hand sets, twd oopper keys;
oms US type speaker and ons battery for the AN/RC.S radis, On 2 Peb.
rmryutth?e s 1st Platoon, Company A located vicinmity BR728637
locatedacucmmdioandmm/tim-% On 3 February lst Flatoon,
Compexy B at BR735680 killed two Viet Cong and captured two more, 4
chache was found comtaining various small atm and weapon parts. On 6
sxd 7 Fsbruary the battalion contimued ssarch and destroy opaeratioms in
the Oregon Trall Area in the northern portion of the mountains sast of
the "Suoi Ca Valley and also cleared civilians from northern Swol Ca Vale
ley. The remainder of the peried was spent by the battalion comducting
smryvelllance in northern Sued Ca Valley and esstern portien of the Oregon
Trail Are= in accordance with the TET truce, At 101840 Pebreary 1967,
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24 Platoon, Company C amde contact with an estimated force of 15 North

Vietnames Army soldiers at ER7156L5 which resulted in 1 US wounded in

ﬁéﬂ, 6 enemy killed in actiony captured two gremades and a pistol
]

(2) 1st Battalion; 35th Infamtrys From 1 to 5 February
the battalion continued search and destroy operations in the arex be=
tween the Santa Fe and Oregon Tralls, The battalion assuned OPCON of
Company B, 1st Squadron, 8th Cawvalry on (112000 Februxry 1967, Campany
B, 1st Squadron, 8th Cavalry mado conmtact at BR749608 at 0215l); Fabw
reary, Three ensmy were killed in a cave snd friendly forces sufferad
two wourded in action, One machinegun of French make, one US Carbdne,
two BAR magsaines, 300 pounds of rice, black material and several '
were captured, At 050810 February 193 s Campany C (=)y 1st Batt.m
lth Infantry became OPCON to lst Battalion, 35th Infantry, Company C
(-)mimuhdﬂdﬂtymﬂlﬁ%aﬁwndnctedﬁnmhmmw-
eratl the southeast ts opera vere pounds
o prgl N e gk G e PRI My b i g
pany C (~) CHOP 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry 051725 February, On 6 and
7 February 1967, the battalion contimied to conduct search and destroy
operations in the souther portion of the mountains to the east of the
Suod Ca Valley and in Area KIIO in an effort to ¢lear civilians from
southern Suol Ca Valley Area, In addition, tiie battalion screened the
southern mouth of the Suol Ca Valley to block exfiltration of enemy
forces, Campany A was replaced by Campany B who agsumad mission of securs
ity Porce of the battalion fire support buse st 0611l1 February 1967.
Upon being relieved by Commny B, Company 4 was 1lifted into BRSOL579.
For the remainder of the period, the battallon conducted surveillance in
the southern portion of the Sucd Ca Valley amd eastern Santa Fe Trail
Area in accordance with the TET %ruce. At 100030 February 1967 six men
cxme down a trail which ran north to south and ran into the ambush cstabe
Yighed vicimity BRE17573 by Company 4, Commanding Officer, Company A,
waa wourded in the offensive action imitiated by the ensmy during the
truce period. At 110825 the battalion was alerted to be prepared to move
sometime during the day., Iatexr that day at 1330 hours, the first eles
nents of Company B demrted for Landing Zome PIN (CR0O22716) closing at
1505 hours, At 161}, the first elements of Company A srrived at the bat-
talion command post to assums secwrily. Poor weather and limited alr-
raft prevented the battalion from moving and the remaining 11fts were
postponsd until the following day, A tactical commund post was sent
vicinity of Ianding Zons PIN at 1630 howrs, o

~ (3) 1st Platocon, C Troop, 3d Squadron, lth Cavalry: lst
Platoon costinued to provids security for the brigades forward base o
operations. The platoon also provided security for Natiomal Polios
Civilian checkpoint northwest of Ianding Zome HAMMOND, 1-- 6 Februury.
Par the remainder of the period the platoon (<) was OCA to the 1st Bat-
talion; 35th Infantry during daylight hours for screenming missiom in
the southern portion of the Suod Ca Valley.,
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(L) 1st Squadron, 8th Cavalrys mm:xion (minus one come
) CHOP 3d TF effective 011000 February last elament,
offat16 hours, Campany B, lst Sguadrom, reuained
OPCON to 3d Brigeda TF ami OCA to 1st Buttalion, 35th Intsntry effective
011000 Februsry 1967, CHCP 031330 February 1567,

(5) 24 Squadron, 5th Cavalry: From 1=} Februsry the squa~
dron contimisd search am destroy oparations along the westexrmsend of the
Santa Fe and Oregon Trails. D=8 February 1967, the squadron assumed =
posture for employment as a reaction force for the 1st Cavalry Division
{Airmobiles) with the squadron cammand post at Ianding Zone SHARE (HRG25605).
At 09083} February 1967, 2d Squadron, 5th Cavalry CHOP 3d Brigade Tesk
Fares, 25th Infantry Division,

12, Cave destruction operations employed by Compamy D, 65th Engie
neer Batta.‘uon 19 Jamary to l; February 1967s

a, Mission: On 19 Jamary 1967, Company D, 65th Engineer
Battalion was assignsd the mission of destroying a complex of underw
ground living and working areas discovered by Companies B ard C, Ist
Battalion, Uith Infantry in the vicimty of ER736650, Iieutemant
Donald R Nance, Flatoon Leader; 3é Platoon was designeted officer in
charge for the project,

b, OCeneral: All of the underground ¢ exs8 in the area
were of tic sand gondral type. Tusy comsisted of large biotite graniie
boulders in varicus stages of weathering and decamposition, 7Ths boule
dars; as a result of stream erosion, had tumbled into ateep wvalleys and
rested against each other like marblas in a jar. The bouldars varied
greatly in size with an estimated average diameter of eight meters
although same ranged ag larpe as thirty meters, The enmmy utlilised the
void smces between the boulders as both living and woricing aress, In
same instances the natural openings had been irproved or enlarged Ly
removing the scil between or under the bovlders. The soil was probably
disposed of in the stream which runs through most of the complexes. The
mejority of the camplexes were covered by a cancpy of jungle vegetation
and, therefore, provided both cover and camouflage. The regional ter-
rain was steep and rugged. .

- ¢, Concepls
(1) Due to the size of the boulders formirg the com~
plexes, large quantities of couventional explosives wers necessary to
destroy the rooms and passages, The explosive was placed in fractures
and crevices within the boulders in order to destroy the boulders act-
ing as supports. This; in turn, obstructed or destroyed the rooms amd
passage ways and denjed future use of the area to the enemy,

CONFIBENTIAL




con FI\D EN TIAL

AVDC.CmOP 25 February 1967
S'RJLCTs Combat Operations After Action Report for THAYER IY

(2) Types of explosives sued were THT, militaxy dmonmite,
tetrytol, C-l, amonium nitrate craterins charpes, and compogition R
shaped charres,

(3) The amount of explosive used at any riven location
vas dependent unon the sise and placement of the boulders and the sige
of the room or passapeway. Areas destruyed ranged from squad to come
nany sise rooms, These areas were used ns headquarters, billets, '
finance centers, medicel facilities, commnications centers, and wea=
pons storare and repair. facilities. . ,

d, Execution:

o (1) CFILDFRS Complex (BROLB739)s Work began and was
completed on 20 Jamuary 1967. Tive :ain entrances were permanently
sealed, One secondary explosion occured:equal to an estimsted 2,000
pounds of TNT, Total explosives used: 17,000 pounds,

(2) Yedicsl Complex (BR73465L): On 21 January 1967,
this area was cloeed by ecratering and eollapsing the entrance, Total
explosives used: 1L,000 pounds, ;

(3) Communications Cemplex (BR73565L): Work on this come
plex was doms in two periodss 2122 January 1967 and 2930 January 1967,
On 22 Jamuary 1967, a secondary explosion (INT equivalent of approxi-
mately 2,500 pounds) occured and csused a landslide measurin-~ 40 by 75
metars, M 29 Jarmary 1967, another secondary explosion occurred (T:IT
equivalent of appraximately 600 pounds) which expoeed another emtrance
ind room containin~ miscellanecus items, Total explosives useds 9,000
pounds, . . }

(k) Troop Billets c@hx (BR731656)s Work began on
21 January 1967 by using an 80 pound charge to clear the entrance.
Total explosives useds 6,000 pounds, .

' (5) Headquarters Complex (PR7366L0): Work began on this
area on 24 Jammery 1967, A CHi7, Chinook, helicopter was utilised
on 26 Jamuary 1967 to hook explosives directly to the demolition site.
Prior to this, all explosives were carried by hand grom the nearset
landing soms to the site. The headquarters complex was 60 feet long
and was destroyed by placing two 5,000, pounds charges within the complex
and detonatins them similtaneously. Telal expli\asivo useds }42,000 pounds,

(6) Escape and entry area (BR7376lb)s This area was
near the headquarters complex and was probably @ primary means of ventie-
latlon and escape. The area was demolished on 31 Jamuery 1967, Total

expl-sives used: 6,000 pounds,
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(7) Morse Code Complex (PRG65ThLi): Area was destroyed on
31 Jamary 1957 by collapsing entrance. Totié® explosives used: 12,000
pounds,

(8) Tratl Complex (BR736550): o complex consisted of a
series of intercomnectins voids between boo...dera stretching approxinately

350 meters along a trail uhich contoured the hill., Ares was destroyod
on 3 I‘ebruary 1967, Potal explosives used: 32,000 pounds,

e, Hesulis:
(1) Eight mejor complexes were closed or destroyed,
While the destruction was effective in closing or destroyin; ths areas
beins utllized, it will probebly not demy future use of the area to the
enemy. The netire of the rock complexes nreveats complete destruction of

the interstitial spaces and even larpe amounts of explosives memely cause
rearrangerent of the solid and void spaces within the complex.,

(2) A total of 133,000 pounds of explosives were expended
on the rock complex in the lst Battal: on, 1lhith Infantry area,

N () mmmmann HATTEESS
a. Lloristics:

(1) (U) Supply:

{a) “To major supnly problem existed durin- THAYER II,
The T%rirrade TF was sunported with 211 classes of supplies Yy the Forward
Supnert Area, Task Force “'right/sricell of the lst Loristical Comand.
Sunmly noints to distribute Class Y, II, I7T, a~d IV supplies were operated
in the Brigade TF Trains area by forward support slements of the 33
Sunport Battalion, 3d Drigade Task Forece, &th Infantry Division,

(2) (U) Transportation:

(a) The truck squads centirmmed to be utilized for line
haul between the base of operation and the forward support ares.

(b) An Air Forze G7A was utﬂ zed daily i~ transnort
renlacements, R : R, emergency lcave end mail from P'leiku to the area
of operations., G?A statistics are:
20 Passenpers: 20222,
3, Cargo: 166,970 1bs.
(3) (C) Yew equipment: - -
(2) During January, the X lhbmm grenade lsunchers
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were issued to units of the Brigade TF. Tec nical representatives from
the Carbat Development Command gave twp days of instrustion on the care,
clesninr and operation of the XM 1lmm weapon.

(b) The 3 gallon capacity rubber weter containers
(air droppeble) were issued to wnits in a limited quantity and have
nroven outstanding for water reswiply in the J nrle terrain of Tietnam
vhere no landing zones are availshle,

(c) The Alarm Set, Anti-Intrusion, An/GSS=9, vas
received in 17aited quantity and was . iscued to units of tie Rri-
pade TF, . : ‘ )

(k) (C) Medical:

(a) Number of pativen‘he'treated by 3d Brigade F
clearl‘ng sta'_l;ion, 1319,’ i

{(b) 1umber of disease cases treated:s 1051,
{c) Number of battle injuries treated: 27.
(d) Number of non-battle injries treateds 2i1,
(S) Statisticss

(a) Class I:

1. A Rstions: 192,000

2, G Rations: 85,000
(b) Glase ITI: |

1. Horas: 40,000 rallons.

2, Diesels 2,100 rdldnso

3. dP by 560,000 gallons.

(c) Cloes Vg
lo ’JMJ 125.330 rds,
?_o 81 HEs 5347 rds,

o lLo27 HE: 5,288 rds.
o 105 HEs 21,340 rds,

= iw
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bs Persomel:

(1) (C) Total humber of casualties suffered by elements
of the 3d “ripade TF durin~ Oneration TIAY.LR II were as follows:

(a) Umits G 1AL 135 2/9 C/3/u D/65 ST
1, ETYER (KIA) 0 3 18 o 0 o o
2, RINGE (pied 1 0 0 o 0 o o©

after :
treated
at hosp)
3, SMITE (Seriously 1 1 5 0 0 0o o
wounded)

(b) Sudb totals 2 9 69 o o] o 0
(c) Totals
_3;, ETHER: 21
2. HINGE: 1
3o SMITE: 7
o FRIAR: 51

(d) Grand total: 80,
13, (C) CIVIL AFFAIRS:

ao Civil Affairs/PSYOPS activities during the reportin- period
(3 Jan 67 = 12 Peb 67) continued throughout the base camp area as well as
in the area of operations. !Major emphasis was placed on village medcap
operations in the base camp area and refugee control and sssistance in
the area of operation, Brigade TF CA/FSYOPS personnel worked with mildtaxy
intellipence persomnel, MACV gubesector, district and RF/PF pcrsomnel,
Nat.onal Police, USAID representatives, missionary personnel and ROK,
ARVN, and US tacticel units, PSYWAR U10, Celi7, and UH«1B aircraft were
utilized very extensively.

b, Summarys
(1) Civilion checkpoint: A Mational Police civilian check -

point was emplaced daily in the mouth of the Suoi Ca ¥alley on the road
to Phu Cat for a period of 31 days. Muring this time the following results
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(a) Imnocent civilians: 1366,

(b) Detainees (no ID cards): 179,

(e) VCS: A,

(a) ¥eC: 13,

(e) Refurees: 706,
{f) Total personnel processeds 2285,

(2) Health and sanutation

(a) Operations: 72,

(b) Medical treatment: 82il personnel

(c) Dental hygiens: 79 perscunsl treated. |
(d) Evacuated for further treatment: 7 peraonn'el‘o

(e) A doctor accompamied the Civil Affairs Tean
on S opsrations and a dentist on 7 operatiousa

(£) BRaths for refugee children: 3 (totsl of 850
children bathed)o Operations were conducted with assistance of a USAID
roprsaentative and revolutionary dsmlqmnt cadre pu'sonnol Al
ch:lldrcn received candy, . _

(3) Commerce: During the -reporting parlod, the Bri-
gade TFhimdatotalofthhbororaat S0$VN per day. Personnel were
ntilized to tnl sandbags. _ o

R (1) OGovermment md eiv:!l infomtiau One Vietnamase
ﬂae was pu'esented during the. pcr:lod. The hamlet chief of Hoa Hoi
accented the flag and it is being flown in fromt of the villare dispen-
sary. -Several thousand JJSPAO newspapers were also distributod during -
the period, Parsonal contact proved valuable in insurins the newspapers
were received by the villacers., All villagers receiving ‘the papers

lppe;redtobovu'y eppreciat:lvco

(5) 'PRublic welfare:
(a) 1st Rattalion, 35th Infantry began a pro,‘ject '

to comstruct a basketball and volleyball court, soccer field, and soft-
ball backstop at the Plei Chuet School near the brirade base camp at g

Pleiku,
| CoNFIDENTIAL
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{b) The 34 Brirads ¥ eontributed 2 baxes of

cidldren’s clothes, 10 baxes of candy, aad nepor Tistasewes Llags te the
™u Cat Distriet Chief. These items wers distriduted z¢ & Vietnawee
Yoy Year!s party for the children of deceased ARV soldierw. ,

(6) Pubiic works: “he Oivil 'fuire Tes: Ineiness
Nt iocer, at the request of the thu Cat USAID represemtative, surveged
the wells at the "Nliet efuree "lia e, The wells had not beon dus
deen enocur’> and many were drr or only tnnod 1 foot of water. 4
recomwndation was made thet the vells wmust be at least § metars deeper.

The centrnctor vho haa oonstructed the wells for the Distrist Chief of
mmtmwcmmummmwmmm

{(?) Comodities distributed:
(a) Tobaoco: 15 cartons,
() Sesp: 2,226 bers.
(c) Candy: 36U rme 1b bars.
(8) "ul-er vheat: 2 O 1lbe,
(e) Shovels: 1 eash,
(f) Clothes: 331 e,
(g) Cookinr odls 12 alnm.
(h) Chewine mms 6 boxss,
(1) Rice: 10,000 5 1b bage (captured)
) Salt: 10 kidue:
(k) Cammed roods: &9 cases.
(1) Yaru: 53 bundles (ceptured material).

) Mscellaneous
. ,, (m) m clothes, tools, stc {captured

0IE: The wajority of the itess distributed wens for refures relisf ia
Phu Cat District.

(8) Trensportation: Tensportation tas provided for
1,254 refurees and displaced pereons from the Sual Ca VYallgy to the Pim
Cat Reffuges Village and Pm Gzt District. This indludeds Trucks, G-47,

mmmmm.
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(9) Miscellansous information: Tuoughowt the period,
the lat "attalion, 35th Infantey contributed hot mesls far the refugees
of m Cat Digtrict. !hals for 3,h50 neremnel were deiribzied “ith
sspistence from the Bripads 85, Tattalion 35, distwics officials and
the TSAID representative.

1), PSYNNY aptivities:

£e VSI0PS apmocls were dirceted ct siecs 3¢ hesllsts, villa ee,
Frorms, ond fndividaals, t4ldsin- mmmnmum,
dmmwwmum

be (round teew and siroreft were comrdingiod AWiIR' the tacticd
overations, leaflets were dvomed te swiars the lowikysser Lroadessts.

Gy Fersons]l omtest with tis pevulstion was viilised in Aote -
butinr JSPAO neuspspers, V! flags, and FSTUAR pegtews.

, 4, wmuwmmmw
wiligin T=l0, THLD and ".23 aireruft.

¢s Tape apneals were mede nnmuama-m
of their villges not to suwport the Viet Coy and to evetuste arves
vhich were mder "{et Cong countrol,

f. Summary of PSTIAR aativities:
(1) Sneaker/iseflet missions: 100.
(2) Tealsts drop.ods 2,007,870,

= (3) Pdﬁm: 212 7T,

() Rellier axplodtstion: Statecsnis vere dbtained fram «a
and “C relliers, Pictures were mde cnd leaflete develsped. Ralliewe alm
mmgawmls&ﬂummdummt-. for tastienl wnits in

onife

(5) Extensive use as made of "bullhoww"treadeaste i the
cave areas to "talk out" mrospective relliers,

(6) A "how to relly® lsaflet ves developed for wee desed o
ous with Mot Chanhs who msntioned that meny of their fullow soldisrs
ks to rally but did not know how to do so.

(7) A1l ralliers came to the troop units with "esfe conduct®
leaflets which were dropied dering PSYOFS missions in the area.
stated that they had heerd the spesker broadcasts, eepecislly on "how
rally*, Aamnutqutoldha,thvmtouudthanso
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15. (C) COMMANIFR'S AMALPSIS: -
8, Lessons lesrneds
(1) Itewt B~136 hamteet for the AN/PC-SS.

Tt;‘bcmtufactory ~m-lw~==“\~h.

ve or a
beg in which the battery (M-305) fer the redie 15 pestied asn bs taped arownd
‘the handeet preventing sams of (he meistare cepage. s selmlien is, at
- most, tehporery in natwe and eumes $he redis epereter coupbersetion
‘when he 18 deep within the Jungle asd Xis comenting enmmod %alk to
ths battalion oommander. v

e
Rossmer! dovelopmant of & wntarperee!l hand-

mmmAmmm...M”M
the issws of two of the presend handeets fur essh AI/TRC.JS redie aseigned
uumumnu.

(2) Item: Awhwsh pomitions should not be esewpled wmtil
after daxk,
THAYRR II th redlin ::n -
i Bk Tty e A
mtwmmuar .3 !!ulhu:::n&n‘i:
theiyr ol e owasrd m.m "
ware moticeably better,

Obeerva In an area that is eowiwsive o might

novemert, units sh move smbush positions after dwrk, h
and puspects -

policy whereby atoonludc.umuetwmw. They mere-
, i pl anxd write in the word “prisone”,
tbenﬁlloutthecardamqttuhittothaidiﬁdmlo Vhen the POW
arrivesz at the battalion command post area, the circumwtanses of his cap-
ture are readily available to the S2. :

Con FIP EN TIAS
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(5) Ztem: Use
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/338 redio net has besn in cembimmcus oper-

The redio set ANARC-106 was extemsively
linking the brigade forward command post,

Use of the AN/RC-106 vedls.

J 1

1967,

. rigade base camp, and one of the arganic infantry datialiems, Operators

Discussiops

Ttam:

(6)

have gained valuable experienss in tuning, operating, asd misbaiming tids

o

utilized by this brigade

ations since 17 Jammxy
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SUBJICT: Combat Operations After Action Report for THAYER II

' Observation: Rock complex fighting teams of three
or four men were organ'l.;a Eanomﬂlyledbyana:peﬁemed NCO, One
mnmthepointaxﬂrespomibleforlendingthemasmlluaemr-
ity to.the front. The second man in line, normally the leader, provided
- observation and security to ‘the. £1anks, The remy man sedured the rear
arﬂmthegzﬁdeinmeanpldwlthdrnﬂbmm .The lead .
" man earried a large flashlight used to investigate cracks and oz ices R
" that exist drew irmediate fire from the enemy, Traimlngandpuct '

51n the attack of a rock compléx ate absolute necessities for Muufnl
ent of the ninsiom B

g-onnd complex.,

- Discussiont CS agent is extremely ‘roctive 4in dis-
_-,lodgingtheemuymhidingphmvithinm Y
. ‘complex, Iftheewisthm,thecs‘dncamehimtomﬂm A
position if not cause him to come completely out of hiding. The employ=- : L
: nm&otthe'mgtrbymu"pmvedtmucmafnlinthiamaeﬂplddm !
BRI "'itamtaiseandmmmuaograau. There was no way to seal the

Do E Obaervnw Reaominend the dovelop-ent or & non-toxic
;;-._'__=_<;geub heavier than air which \vould settle into the louer cavities of a
td.-lanl rock complex, ‘.

(10} Item: Use 'off hamd grenades within rook fomtidm. '
Discussions All hand gremades can be cffoetivo]y med

' ',"'at mk fornations entrances but once the team is under grcunl the hand

grsimde i2 ot practicable. The hand gremads cammst bo thrown within the -
- m‘t area of tha rock coaplu:, ‘If thrown, the effeet on friend
- foe clilee 1is chaotie,

Obamtion: Hand grenades can be employed while the

" .mldim are outside the caves but once inside only non-fragmentstion

grenades can be used such as white phosphorous amd CS, and these must be
used with extreme caution. The best technique is to employ them around
corners or down in crevicesg

36
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(11) Item Un of dmlition within the undergromxl rock

. Discusad.nnx m mt effective gathod af \mtlergmund ’
- the : ~Great

o o5 shlosives, nesrly 75 tons were required to destroy y e

] Yock complexes wh ahvm'fonnd :ln the 3d

mmm the 'f’;‘ \oatvee directly .
8y mdﬂiﬁmmhmm The 5., :

" was, q:@loded with the ﬁring'daia@ preunbing. the"anav
et ,.

(12) Ttem: vaufm:ﬁdm weapons vitidn & nderiround

mmncity the ;ricocheﬁ m frequanb and 1 ‘50 dange
_pildiers were reluctant’ to use thew, The best weapon by Ia)
mliber J}S automtic plsta Since:the rangaa at

poweroftheulibﬂ‘.hﬁpd.atelat
‘blevtheewdmnnnuld.ll

I R aaamw s:.m the ealiber .,16 pﬁlt.ol has an ex-

L "_tranalylowmle tymdaveryheavyshgtheremnttlechance

A_"'i'otarioochcbhitﬂngtheﬁm ‘The big disadvautage was the report from

" | the pistol often stummed the fiFer, momentarily preventing a good second

" ‘shot, For future operations of this nature silencers shou‘!.d bo demloped
;.,tor porsonlnel working 4in auch eloso qmrbm T '
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(13) Item: PSG lond bearlng equ:l.pneut S
" Discussiont 'nn M56 loed bea.ring aquipunt with the

" pack attached has proved entirsly aunsatisfactary™n tm. apcation. rha

pack rides in the saddle of ons's back, a mst ,

quires in order to get the 1ittle rest he 1: a].l

_the vines of the jungle eamm 5 s 1

inndditiontothe miaehankélmbamlimita

Obaernﬁ.an: In this type of operation, - cmﬂ-.d do
mll to take a lesson from the - s who are livirg?’;‘in:-.}_ 1e field and
transport their equipment on their ekao The pack by ‘the Viet Gong
and the North Vietnamese Army’ soldior is. vell made or dumblo uterhl, s
light weight, unencumbered by unmmaary straps and bneklu and most - of
all; it w11} carry the necessary iteéms a soldier requitu 4n the :ield.
It is by far the favorite Zield pack and used by many of our scldiers.
Another advantage of this iype paek is’ thecapehilityofmnldimto
drop it with only a shrug of his shoulders whersas the{ikaunmtbe
droppad without also droppa.m his ptistol belt and. mmﬁtiona L

(14) Item: The need exi.sta for an issued H?9 mm:lﬁon :
carrying veot. , , . _

Diammaiom Thalﬂ9gremdiersmrmnyanamuntin
excess of 50; 4Omm rounds, ' Ti ‘buic load of 16 roxmdti. Mﬁdent
The grenadiers devised all sayts ‘ - oxtrn :'ounda,
Ons nnit adopted a vest made from jnngle rntiguea uitb. sewn M79 gre :
bandoliers, This vest has enough pouches for 2L to 30 roundsj with ,
additional rounds being carried in a eclaymore bag. By using the gremade
bandoliers as pouches,,it : acilitates the rapid reloadixg o.f. the rom

Oﬁmtm: A standard Jﬂ9 mmﬂ.tion veat, Ighte

.welght should be devised and iaaned to M79 grenudim.- L N T~

{15) Item: Tbereiaaneedtoruninpmadmke mmde
Dismzssn.ons Iﬂ t.he dense Jungle tho ltanchnd issue

gnoke grenade u:lll ot penetrate jungle canopy. On thoes occasions when

thosaoksgremdedoespemtnteithasdﬂrtedsobadlythntithwh

relisble to mark friendly positions, The white phosphorous hand grenade
generates sufficient smoke so that it is visible almoat Matdy.

i 38

o ca_NF/:DEmAL

Fal




CONFIPENTJAL

Avnc.c-op ~ 25 February 1967
SUBJECTs Combat Operations After Action chorb for THAYER II

Observation: Hhilo mmerous improved methods of marke
ing positions are available; the standard issue smmoke gremade should be
improved to make it a more reliable device for marking positioms,

(16) Itemt Shortage of interpreters within the units.

Discussion: The rifle companies often operste in-
dcpo:ﬂentlyo There has been numerous times when an interpreter. wan
needed immediately to exploit tactiocal information, and to ecall NVA and
VC to samrender, However, thare exists a critical shortage of nuﬁablo

inta'pretars

Observations A determined effort should be made %o
produce enough Qqualified interpreters go that one ecould be assigned to
each rifle company, two to buttanonhudqmrw., and ons to the ttrilna
platt)O!lBo

e

(17) Item: w of CS Agent, _ ya

Discussions During Opention THAYER IY, many different
means of dispersing CS Agent have been used. The "baseball®, M25A2, CS1,
riot hand gremade, hubmmadinmkc@lmanmnuthemncs
tear gas grenade. AhoGSpouderMbeenutmndmerongimdmn
tion teams have closed rock camplexes erdrances,

Observation: It is recommended that the M7Al CS tear
hand gremde be used, instead of M25A CS1 riot hand gremads (baseball
type), to be effective even though it'is mors comvemient to eéarry and
throw, The M7A2, CS, tear, hand grenade gives off more agent and creates -
a high concentration of agent in desired areas,

(18) Item: Coordimstion with supported units in com,

Discussion: To facilitate processing calls for fire
from the supported infantry somperies;, the IS artillery battery should
. operate a radio on ths supported infantry bettalion command net, This
procedure gives the-battery FDC prior warning, a gensral direction in w
which to lay the battery, the approximete occordinetes of the target, and
facilitates quicker reaction to fire support requirements, The battery
alerted by this means may also emter the comp ny net to receive fire mis-.
sions from the platoon leaders when an artillery forward observer is not
imad:lately available,

Cbservation: Utilisation of additional radiocs on the
supported infantry nets Bas enabled this unit to provide quicker reaction
to calls for fire from infantry units,

CONFIDENTTAL




~ establish and maintain contact with the ground element requesting fire -
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AVDC-C-0P D 25 Pebruary 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operatiom After Action Report for mm II

(29) Item: Artillery adjustment in precipitous terrain.
Discussion: Certain precautions should be taken when

firing artillery fire in precipitous terrain, When switching from shell
_smoke to shell HE there should be no correction made. Once s shell HE
- 18 located on the ground the adjustuent of artillery fires -y eomimeo

Observation: Each individual concerned with tho sdjust—
ment of artillery fire must be awvare of the range difference betwsen shell

~ smoke and shell HE, Shell HE will travelfurtherﬂnnahollmkevhsn

fired with the same data.

(20) Item: Aerlal Observation.
Discussions It is mandatory that an aerial observer

rd

to locate the position of all Mmﬂy troops in the viecinity of the

" desired target area,

Observations It is imperative that friendly urits
clearly mark their positions on the ground by a readily identifible
visual means, Uhen more than one friendly troop unit is located in the
grﬁnty of the target area a distinctly different 1donu.£yim object

or each group mus} be used,

(21) Item: Bwployment of the Counter-Mortar Radar to
protect frienily positions. ‘

Discussion: The counter-mortar radar is able to scan
only a LS mile sector at any one time, If it is set up inside the
friendly perimeter it can only cover 1/15 of the surrounding area at
om time. However, if the radar is set up at a rangs of 6000 meters
from the rangs of the friendly position, it can cover the fyiondly posi-
tion and will be able to pick up any mortar rounds that fall on or near

the position,

Observations The CounterMortar radar can protect a
friendly position beet when it can observe the friendly position from
a ruge of approximately 6000 meters. :

(22) Items Employment of AFO's during turbulent mther

Discussion: Normally, AFO's observe nrt:llluv fires
from an 0-1 aircraft, However, during turbulent weather, O«l's have
great difficulty positioning the observer so that he can accomplish his
miasion. On the other hand, turbulence effects on (H-23 are much less.

QONFIDENT/AL
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Observation: OH-23%s have been used for serial obser- :
vation during extremely tursulenb weather in order to provide maximum _ L

mmcry support, .
b. Gonmmder's Mmss ;

1) Recommend the observationa moted in a é
Mbooomda-edappropﬁte | paragrph?,\ o

(2) Recommend the following items be conaidered notew
wrtly of isediate command dttention:

(a) Ttem (7), (8), (10), and (12)3 'Operatiom with=
{8 sosk formationa,
(b) Ttem (9): L*Se of non-toxic agent within an under-
ground rock complet. o

() Item. (11) ‘Use of demclitions within an mmx}a’ g
ground rock complex. '> ' Nt

(3) During Operation THAYFR II, the 3d Brigade Task Force 3
prdvod that it could conduct sustained combat operations in mourtainous "
terrain containing many enemy cosmand posi areas in urderground rock
complexes with greater flexibility and responsiveness than the emamy rx-
pected, Many rock complexes were discovered, explored and destroyad.,
Destruotion equipment designed for use in true tunnels and caves such
as the acetylene generator are ineffective due to the large number of
wentilation openings. In the future, similar structures should be termed
"rock complexes” to differentiate them from conventional tunnels ‘and
caves, All explosives should be electrically detonated to ensure posi=
tive control of the time of detomation. If tactically feasible, suck
roeck complexes should be defcliated and marked to facilitate employment |
of future FAC, napalm, or artillery strikes against the area. i
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