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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry
APO San Francisco 96355
AVDC-C-CTB i ) 30 August 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

TO: Commanding Officer
3d Brigade Task Force, 4th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96355

1. Name of Operation: Battle of An Thach. (
2, .Date of Operation: 201100 to 202000 August 67, .

3, Location: An Thach Hamlet, Duc Pho District, Quang Ngaﬁi Province,
RVN. ‘ IR

&
4, Command and Control Headquarters:

a; 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry.

b. Re'porting Officers:
(1) LTC Norman L. Tiller, Sr., CO 2d Bn, 35th Infantry,
(2) CPT Larry W. Hicks, ©Q Co A, 2d Bn, 35¢h Infantry,
(3) CPT James L. Lindssy, CO, Co B, 2d Bn, 35th Infantry.
(4) CPT William E. Hocker, CO, Co C, 2d Bn, ‘34t_h Armor

(5) 1LT Homer L. Krout, Platoon leader, Reconnaiua.nce
Platoon, 2d Bn, 35th Infantry,

5. Task Organization:
a, Company A, 24 Battalion. 35th Inia.ntry

b. Company B, 2d Battalion, 35t'h Infantry.




¢, Team Hocker: Company C, 2d Battalion, 34th Armor and Recon-
naissance Platoon, 2d Bn, 35th lnfantry.

6, Suppditing Forces:
a) The Tactical Air Control Pérty attached to the brigade provided

an airborhe forward air controller (FAC) on immediate notice. The FAC
played a vital role as an aerial observer, by informing the ground commanders

~of enemy movement and dispositions and by using marking rockets to mdicate

enemy locations,

b, Observation helicopters from 3d Brigade Aviation Section main-
tained close surveillance of the immediate contact area and advised ground
elements of enemy movement,

c, Gunships from the 174th ption Company (Airmobile Light)
covered possible routes of enemy w1t awl preventing the enemy from

N escaping. _ _ i

1. Intelligé nce:

a, Weather: On 20 August 1967, from 1130 hours to 1630 hours the
temperature varied from 92 degrees to 97 degrees F; visibility was seven
to ten miles and the wind was five to ten knots from the south-southwest.
‘Visibility was excellent with scatteredcirrus clouds at 15, 000 feet, .

b, Terrauﬁ The site of the battlefield was characterized by thick

.bamboo and cacti hedgerows forming irregular rectangles with flat opén

ground between them, Concealed behind these hedgerows the enemy had
excellent fields of fire. The hedgerows afforded the enemy natural obstacles
not easily penetrated by a dismounted soldier, '

c. Epemy: A reinforced rifle company 9f approximately sixty men
was the antagonist in this contact. They fought desperately, f#fom bua‘kbri
and trenches, to hold on to their positions without success, 'I’ho coé Ay wae
quickly - encircled, Realizing his predicament he attempted: $0 eoripe to ths
west, moving from trench to treach pausing only long enoughto firg & few
bursts and move again, Realizing that he was trapped,- his rﬁqxaﬁ cH became
fanatical and seyeral enemny soldiers made suicidal chlrgem : '
automatic weapons,” . The enemy <hose to die rather than' suri'“ Jer, Other
attempted to evade by taking refuge in family bunkers, ‘They Were discouened
by friendly elements making a final search of the battie?ield. They, too, .
refused to surrender and continued to resist until they Vfﬂ'e killed. ;'I'ho ZJ
Company, 97th Bn, 2d VC Regiment, 3d NVA Divislof ¥
captured docnmentg,' A captured personnel roster liste }oﬂy Mmen
present for duty, fourteen mén were on other missions, sick leave, b R&R.
This unit was equipped with twenty-seven weapons as jndicated bya captu'bd
weapons roster, Eighteen of thooe weapons were c;plgtcﬂ.
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i sis; The ld Company, 97th Bn, 2d VC Regiment as le(
its forces in‘&c village of A I‘hat’:)ﬁ p’;-'esumably to aceottiplish otie d’ two

migcions, One. tniuion sotitd have Len to conduct 44 atﬁuk ofi § néatby P, F,
ovipost. Another possibility Wauld have been to e¥agliste the unit by boat to
Biri. Dink Province. The athodrit of atinunition dulfested t#om the bodies was
suificient for the enemy to Hiouht and sustajn a limited attack; however, their
sisty-~man company was an inadequate foyep to engage a U,S, company or base
ca .n,n Neverthsless, a unit of this size gould easily overrun a P, F, outpost.

- It cawn e safely assumed that the enemy mtended to stay only long enough to

as=cinkic forces and formulate final plans, Intelligence reports from lst
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) indicate that the 97th Bn is presently operating
in Binh Dinh Province; therefore it is logical to assume that this company
from the 27th Bn vrould have moved south to join its parent unit had it not
been anathjlatzd in the battle of An Thach, :

8. Mission: The mission of Team Hocker (C/2-34 Armor(-) and Recon
Plat 2-35) waa to conduct a detailed search of the bamlet of An Tho, vicinity
BSE12454. COnce contact witk the enemy was made, by a heavy tank section
investigating a ""ground to air' fire report at BS800469, Captain Hocker

. altered the mission to close with the enemy. The missions of Company B

and Company A were to block from the north and south respectively and to
assist Team Hocker in the "mopping up'' phase of the battle,

9. Concept of Operation: Evolving from the enemy's maneuvers and
from the generzl nature of the terrain, the concept was that Team Hocker
would push the enemy from the hamlet of An Thach (3, vicinity BS800464,
to the west toward the open rice fields, Company B, operating 1500 meters
north of An Thach, was to maneuver to the south, blocking enemy escape to.

‘the north; while Company A was air assaulted at BS805458, south of An Thach,

to engzge the encmy flzeing in that direction, Observation aircraft were to
keep waich over the open areas to the west, ‘

10, Execution:

a., At 1118 hours the battalion net cont rol atation received a repott
from the 174th Aviation Company that a helicopter delivering resupply to Team
Hockex had raceived small arms fire from vicinity BS800460, about 500 ’
meters ncrthweet of Team Hocker's location, Captain Hocker sent a section
of three tanks to the north, and at 1148 this section reported chacing tweo. ?C
into a trench and killing one at BS812455, Almost immediately the tank.

seciion bhecame .heavily engaged from several enemy positions firing autom
and semi-automatic fire, (See sketch I), Captain Hocker deployed the remain

-der of his team to the northwest and requested an observation aircraft, .. The’

brigade FAC, Maj Murray L. Smith already airborne over the AO, was abowve -
the area of contact within five minutes, He was able to observe the main -

enemy force and advised Captain Hocker accordingly. By 1210 hours all of .
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- Team Hocker had deployed oh line moving to the northﬁalt; and had hiup

additional VC, At 1222 hodts two'‘en from C/2-34 Armor (=) wu‘e m ﬁ
when their tank was hit by an explosive totind of \nﬁtno'{m type.

not disabled and while they awaited aeromedical e¥atuationt he team
continued to pursue and to engage the enemy, At 1240 houts the battalion
requested gunships to stpport the battlef they wefe on station five minutes
later, Captain Hocker estimated the eriemy force to be at least a platoon asd
reported that they werd moving to the west. While Major Smith and gunship
pllots kept watch over the western edge of the hardlet, the tank infant ry team
routed and killed eight #nemy in trenches vicinity BS796460; By 1315 hours,
eleveh enemy had been killed and two ftiendlies wounded, The enemy was.

not attempting a rapid withdrawal but was being moved out by the firepower
and the close order tactics of the tanks and infantry. Enemy fire was still
moderate to heavy and at 1318 hours LTC Tiller, the Battalion Commander,
ordered Company B to move from their location north of the battle area lbuth-
wast toward the scene of contact,

b, As B/ 2-35 moved to the southwest LTC Tiller directed them from
the air, When they were within 150 meters of An Thach hamlet B Company
deployed on line and began searching to the south, Team Hocker, still in
contact, reported another enemy killed at 1358 hours, At 1400 hours the
Battalion Commander alerted A Company to prepare to be picked up from-
their location atid be air assaulted south of An “Thach, Between 1400 and 1417
hours, Tearh Hocker pushed through the last heavy enetry ‘esistance, killing
fourteen enemy, many at pointblank range. (See skdtcH 11)i As soon as Team
Hocker reathed the western edge of An Thach, Captain Hotke? requested
permigsion to reverse his course and mové slowly back through the contact
area, LTC Tiller granted permission a1d ingttudted the teami to seardh the
contact area for hidden VC and for weapons and sydipterit;. Wheh Tedth™ |
Hocker began the ""mopping up'’ phase of the battle at 1420 hodfs & total of 26
enemy had been killed and nine weapons, including a 60mm mortar, had béen

captured.

.c. As B Company swept on line to the southwest and Team Hocker
searched on line back through the battlefield to the east, Company A was air
assaulted south of An Thach, completing insertion &t 1510 hours and began 2
systematic search to the north, (See sketch III), ~Team Hocker reported
enemy kills at five to ten minute intervals throug %ﬂ Ihe following hoyr,
bringing their total kills to 39 by 1505 houras. At’ :

reported that Brigade Aviation airctaft supporting the ¥ ¢ i iled
VC and captured three weapons, At 1800 hours Company A ¢hfage
two enemy and capfured two automatic weapons, Elements oé‘Alz-"S‘S and B/2-

- . 35 made contact with Team Hocker securing the picknp tous:ﬁcinity BS

800462, while the remainder of Team Hocker conﬁnqjdﬁf b
B moved northeast towards t.beir night location along the bedad;
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t.on of A/2-35 began at 1843, At 1905 with two platoons of Co A’ extra.ctod,
the remaining platoon located a bunker with armed enemy inside, “Thé last
lift was delayed until 2005 hours, In the interim, 1A/2-35 killed five VC and’
captured their weapons, Following extraction of 1A/2-35 the tank p}atoon
moved to Team Hocker's night location, (See sketch IV),

d, Contact with the enemy was moderate between 1100 and 1500 hours.
Contact was light from 1500 until 2000 hours. Range of engagement varied
from one meter to one hundred meters, Communications were good within
the contact area and also between reporting stations,

1ll. Results: .
a, Enemy personnel 1088€8 .. « + + ¢¢ ¢« ¢ « o « 533 KIA

b. Enemy weapons seized:
(1) 60mm Mortar (complete} e s 66 009080 ee 1

(2)M'79 e ® 4 o & 0 ¢ 6 & & 08 9 @ 0 O ¢ & & & @ l
(3)SKS '.l...t‘.l.l...“...l. 9
(4) Soviet Machinegun . « ¢« s ¢ o ¢« s ¢ ¢ s o o 1
(5) BAR ® * o [ ) L) [ ] e . Ld L[] L] L] L] L] [ ] L [ ] L] . L] [ ] 1
(6)AK47COQOOOCCIODO‘OOQOOOO 1
(7)ChiC0mSMG a.'vooo-.coc-o-o]-'
(8)M-16 ucaooct!o.oco;olooocoli
(9)mcarbine...-o............ 1
(10) 45 oal automatic pi’tol L A e 1
12, Commander's Analysis:

This victory can be attributed directly to the cooperation and tean_xp
work of all the units and individuals involved. It is a lasting example & - -
several well trained units wo rking toward a commion goal,’ When the ini s
report of enemy ground to air fire came in it was immediately- relayodtq:ﬂm
nearest friendly unit which took immediate action.” Captain Hocker's {Mgk
response coupled with the aggressive tactics and thorough ceare}} t@dﬂxﬁf ues.- -
of his team brought about this enemy defeat, This action poixta’*up'%he ﬁnolnte

necessity of having air observation over the target area, Major Smith, USAY,
greatly influenced ths course of action by assisting Captain Hocker in the
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maneuver of his elements d1rect1y into the enemy position. Major Smith -
coptmmudy reported on the enemy maneuvers until the 3d Bde Aviation Section
helicopters were able to arrive on the sceile., This type of aerial observation
paid off handsomely in the extremely high kill ratio of this contact, fifty-three
enemy KIA to zero US KIA, Continusus serial observation allowed Ca

Hocker to maneuver his forces and defeat the enemy unit piecemeal, /Captain
Hocker repeatedly .qoncentrated his forces in overwhelming strength at the
enemy's location as reported by the aerial observers, This outstanding
employment of tanks and infantry together, the firepower and maneuver of

the tanks with the close in fighting of the infantry, resulted in the virtual
annihilation of the 2d Company, 97th Battalion, 2d VC Regiment/./

Rte “/ /—M‘-_“‘ﬁ
.7} S, 2’2 |
D #7% ; ’ L
\-\w ORMAN L, R, Sr,
LTC, Infantry '
Commanding

4 Incls:
Sketch I - Initial maneuvers by Team Hocker.
Sketch II - The breakthrough by Team Hocker.
Sketch III - The ""mopping up, "
Sketch IV - Units move to night locations,
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