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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters, ld Battalion, 35th Infantry 

APO San Francisco 96355 

AVDC-C-CTB 

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report 

TO: Commanding Officer 
3d Brigade Task Force, 4th Infantry Division 
APO San Francisco 96355 

1. Name of .Operation! Battle of An Thach. 

2 •. Date of Operation: 201100 to 202000 August 67. 

30 August 1967 

( 

3. Location: An Thach Hamlet, Due Pho District. Quang Ngai Province, 

' 
I 

I 

RVN. 

4. Conuna.nd and Control Headquarters: 

a. 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry. 

b. Reporting Officers: 

(1) LTC Norman L. TUler, Sr., CQ Zd Bn, 35th Infantry, 

(2) CPT Larry W. Hicks, tq Co At Zd. Bn. 35th IDfalltl"y. 

(3) CPT James L. Lind-.y, CO, Co B, Zd Bn, 35th IDfaDtry. 

(4) CPT .wuuam E. Hocker, co, Co O, 2d Ba, ,_ Armor· 
l 

. (5) lLT Homer L. KroUt, Platooll leadez. B.econnaiae&nce · 
Platoon,_ ld Bn, 35th .blfa.ntry. 

5. Task Orgaidtiation: 
a. Compa.Df A, Zd BattaUoa, S5th Infantry. 

b. CompalSJ B~ U Batt:alioa, )~Infantry. 
··~. 
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c~ Team Hocker: Company C, Zd Battalion, 34th Armor and 1\ecoil­
naissatlce Platoon, Zd Bn, 35th Infantry. 

6. 'slippotting Forces: 
... • 

a~ The Tactical Air Control Party attached to the brigade provided 
an alrborhe forward air· controller (F AC) on ilp.mediate notice. The F AC 
played a vital role as an aerial observer, by informing the ground commaDClers 
of enemy movement and dispositions and by using marking rockets to iDClicate 
enemy locations. · 

b. Observation helicopters from 3d Brigade Aviation Section main­
tained close surveilla~ce of the immediate contact area and advised ground 
elements of enemy movement. 

c, Gunships from the 174th ~~ion Company {Airmobil~ Light) 
covered poe sible routes of enemy wit~ awl preventing the enemy from 
escaping, --~ 

7. Intelligence: 

a. Weather: On ZO August 1967, from 1130 hours to 1630 hO\U'S the _ 
temperature varied from 9Z degrees to 97 degrees F; 1'isibility was seven 
to ten miles and the wind was five to ten knots from·the south-soutbwes~ 
·visibility was excellent with scatte.r•dcirrus clouds at 15, 000 feet. . 

b. Terrain: The site of the battlefield was characterized by thick 
bamboo and cacti hedgerows forming irregular recta,ngles with flat open. 
ground between them. Concealed behind these hedgerows the enemy had 
excellent fields of fire. The hedgerows afforded the enemy natural obstacle• 
not easily penetrated by a dismounted soldier. 

c. _F;Jle~: .A r~inforced r.ifle _company ~f app~oximaf:e9' ·~~-~ll 
was the antagoidst 1n this contact• T~y fought 4'esperately; ~,~b­
and trenches, to hold on to their p9sitions without S\JCC&J~s. ~ ~~-~e 
quickly · encircled. Realizing his. predicament he att¢Ptea ·-~ eet&pe ~to $ . 
west, moving from trench to treach pausing only long e,nough '~ fite. • fe• 
burste and move again. RealizlDs ~the was trappec}~- hi~-~·i(!ta~fi-:~Pie 
fanatical ancf se~ral enemy sqldiers made liulcidal -4~--~~~~•1i!'i.,._. .• 
automatic \lt7eapone; .The enemy ,ChQ~e to die ra~r;t~_li :a~i; .. ,., ',~~ 
attempted to evade by ta.lAaf''~efuge i.n family bunk~:r.a~ ,:~·,we~:-die~ 
by friendly elements making a final sear-ch of the 'battii~l~ . Tb.ey,- tOQ• · 
refused to surrender and CQntiilued to resist until~ :YI..te Jdlte4,.. <!The ~ 
Company, 97th Bn, ~ ~v.c Reg~, 3d NVA Divislbii'--l; tdentifie4--,ll'Qtll 
eaptured documents, A ~aptured pe~aonnel roster u.U4JoitJ-OIIt-«Pen 
present for duty,_ f~en men were on other miasio~. sick lean. bt-~ 

This un?-t was eq,upp.d with twenty .. seven weapons as JQdlcate4 by a ~ptlaftd 
weapoDB roster. Elpteen of_tb.o•e weapona were c·~..s.;~-- ,, - ---
paragraph U 1»,,., .. -:· · · ·- · · z -:-- · <_ .·· ·~ '· ,:.'~,:;'" , · \<~ 
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d. AMfys!s: The ·ad Com~ny~ 97th Bn, 2d VC Reaimeftt a.•lltftf&let 
its forces bi the Vlllage of AI{ 'rhat:h presumably to accompBah· ~lie 01 lito 
missions. Orie .. ~.ssion c<Jtdd_ Jt.&9e ~een to conduct. ad_ &ti&~k ott' ne~fbf :P • .... 
oct.poflt. Anothe.r possibill!f Wotdd have been to efa.~tiale .t& uttit by boat to 
Etr·;~ DirJl Prcwiilc:e·. TM athodDt ol attitnunition et111e~led litom the bodies~~ 
stili':!.ciant for the enemy to itioUht aJtd sdstaf~ a limited attackJ however, their 
eb:t"'l·,rn:l.r.o. •!ompany was an inadequa.~ fore~ to engage a u.s. company or base 
c<:.r.;.:.,~, · N.-n~~:n·~h-sless, a unit of this ei~ \lSY-. ... ld easily overrun a P. F. outpost. 
It. o~!:. 't-o:: Baf6.y assumed that the enemy j4lf_ended to stay only long enough to 
as::cn-...'!:·le: forces and formulate final pJa~;·. Intelligence reports from lat 
Ca .. r<?.l:ry Dhriaio:t;l (Airmobile) indicate tb&t the 97th Bn is presently operating 
in Binh Dinh Province: therefore it is logical to assume that this company 
from. the ?'?th Bn would have moved south to join its parent unit had it not 
been an:liJul.a:i:~d in the battle of An Thach. 

8. Missio:n: The mission of Team Hocker (C/Z-34 Armor(-) and Recon 
Plat 7..-35) wu.a. to conduct a detailed search of the ba.mlet of An ·Tho, Yicinity 
BS812454G . On.~e contact wit.l:. the enemy was made, by a heavy tank section 
inv~ st,iga.ting a 11 ground to air" fire report at BS800469, Captain Hocker 
altered the mission to close with the enemy. The missions of Company B 
and Compa.ny A were to block from the north and south respectively aDd to 
assist Team Hocker in the "mopping up" phase of the battle. 

9. Concept of Operation: Evolving from the enemy's maneuvers, and 
from the g;.'!nera.l nature of the terrain, the concept was that Team Hocker 
would pu3h the enemy from the hamlet of An Thach. (21, vicinity BS8~0464, . 
to the west toward the open rice fields. Company B, operating.lSOO r;netera 
north of An Thach, wa.s to maneuver to the south, blocking enemy escape to. 
the nort.."l; while Company A v:ae air assaulted at BS805458, aouth of An Thach, 
to engage th.?. enemy fbeing in th2.t direction. Observation aircraft were to · 
keep waich over the open areas to the west. 

10. Exec'Miozi: 

a. At 1118 hours the battalion net com rol atati_oll received &_ :repon 
from the 174th Aviation Com.p-!l.ny that a helicopter c:leHveringl"esupplJ to Team 
Heeke!" had rt~ceivac small arms :fire from vicinity BS800460, ·a\)out SOC) 
meters ncrt.hweet of Team Hocker's location. CaptaiD"Hocke.l"'sea(a •e~~pll 
of t.hl'ee tauks ·to the nort~ and at U48 this section :repo~ ella~ &1!~;ve, 
into a tre:Jch and kUling one at BS812455. Almost immediaje!y~. t&JI\.', _ ··.~ 
section became . heavily engaged from· eet'e:ral enemy posi~ou fb.iiDs ~·.....-­
and sf'm.1.~automa.tic fire. (See sketch I). Captain Hocker deployecfthe ,rtl'ilabl;. 
de1· o! his team to the northwest- aDd requested an obse~tton ~z'c~ ,- _ 'fhe· · 
brigade FAC, Maj Murray L. S~nith already airborne over the A(). was abor.··· 
the area of contact within five minutes. He was able to obsene the maba .. 
enemy force and ·advised Captaui Hocker accordingly. By lzlO hours aU C!'-, 
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Team Hocker h!>d deployed oai line movins to the nOI'tlii.•t' a32d 'IJaia ~ 
additiona.l VC. At lZZZ hoUtos two~inea ~r~ C/Z·~·.~~r; ·(.) ~ef~,-.~. ·:~ 
when the1r tank was hit btl an exploeive ·to\Uld of~~ type. t~ ft.il ~. 
not disabled and while they &waited aeromedical ef&.Cu&tion the tea~ 
continued to pursue and to engage the ellemy. At 1240 hours tbe battaUora 
requested gunships to sUpport.'the battlel tliey were oii station five mmutel 
later. Captain Hocker estimated the eitemy fol"ce to b.e at least a p~toon ai\d 
reported that they were moVing to the west. White Major Smith and gunship 
p!lota kept ·watch ovet the we-tern edge of the hamle~,. the tank infantry team 
routed and killed eight dnemy in trench•• vicinity BS"i96460, By.13l5 h()urs• 
eleven enemy ·had been killed and two fftendlies woUDded. The enemy was. 
not attempting a rapid Mthdrawai but w&s being tnoved out by the firepower 
and the close order tactics of the .tanks and infantry. Enemy fire was still 
moderate to heavy and at 1318 hours LTC Tille:r,. the Battalion Commander, 
ordered Company B to move from their location north of the battle area. IOutP· 
wast toward the scene of contact. · 

b. As B/Z-35 moved to the aouthwest LTC Tiller directed them from 
the air. When ~hey were within 150 metera of An Thach hamlet B Company 
deplol'ed on line and began searching to the so\ltl). Team Hocker, still in 
contact, reported another enemy killed at 1358 hours. At 1400 hours the 
Battalion Co~D4er alerted A Company to prepare to be picked up from· 
their location aiid be air assaUlted south o1 An "Thacll. ·Between 1400 and 1417 
houte, Teart1 Hdcker pushed through the last heayt .. encsirit ·r~siataDGe, ldlli~ 
fourteen enemy, many at pointblank range. (See a~tcli tlJ;. AI soon ai Team 
Hocker reathed the western edge of An Tbach, Captain Hotkei re,ueste4 
permiision to re•ei'Me his course and mo~• s1oWi1 back dirouiil the codtacit 
area. LTC Tiller granted permission atid inMttudted the teadi ~o leal"4th the 
contact area for hidden VC and for weapons a:tld eqdipb'letit. · Wheit TeAHl · 
Hocker began the "mopping up" phase of the battle at 1420 hO\ifa • ~tal of l6 
enemy bad been killed and nine weapons, including a 60mm mortar; bad been· 
captured. · 

.c. Ae S Company swept on line to the southwest and· Team Hocker · 
searched on line back through the battlefield to·~ etad, Company A .,_s air 
assaulted south of An Thach, completing inaertioil at tsiO hours and ·l,ep*' a 
11yatematic search to the north. (See sketch iii) •. :Team Hocker reporud 
enemy kills at five to ten minute int~rvala thr~~ ~.;t~~~ holpo, · 
bringing their t~l kill• to 3.9 by 1505 hour a. At· 1\~;f:: . . ,,JPipde SZ 

reported that Brigade A&tion ai.,cra4~aupportiq tb4~~~:., " · ·: ... · _· · eiJht 
VC and captured ~ee weapo~\, .{\t 1800 ~ours Co~.:~~'(> , .- .. ~,.~ .itUect 
two enemy and captured two automatic weapone., Eteme~t oi··.~/1.-'Dlu~ B/2-
)5 ma~e contac~ with Team Hockfl" .-ecur~ng tU pic~:~. ~~~laity ~ ... · 
80046Zt while ,the· rema~er of Team Hocker ~ODtin~ ~.·.~~·· Co~p&llf 
B moved noribeaat. toward• tbei, night location aloq·die· ~-ec .. :fhe_ exttac• 
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t~on of A/2-35 began at 1843. At 1905 with two platoons of Co A eXtracted;:· 
the remaining platoon located a bunker with armed enemj lnlilde~ ·~'The &:'at: 
lift was delayed until 2005 hO'I.!J"S, ln the interim, lA/2..;35 killed fiVe VC. &ild. 
captured their weapons. FoJ.:' .. ·.Jwing extraction of lA/2-35 the tank pJA~90D 
moved to Team Hocker's ~bt location. (See sketch IV). · · · 

d. Contact with the enemy was moderate between 1100 and 1500 hour•. 
Contact was light from 1500 until 2000 hours. Range of engagement varied 
from one meter to one hundred meters. Communications were good within 
the contact area and also between reporting stations. 

lL Results: 
a. Enemy personnel losses • • • • • • • • •••• 53 KIA 

b. Enemy weapons •'eized: 
(1) 60mm Mortar (complete! • • • • • • • • • • • 

(Z) M-79 

(3) SKS 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(4) · Soviet Machinegun • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(5) BAR ••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(6) AK 47 • • • • • • •••••• • • • • • • • 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

(7) Chicom SMG . . . . .. . . • • • • • • • • • 1 

(8) M-16 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
' 

• • • • • • • • 1 

(9 ~ M1 Carbine • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(10) 45 oal automatic pistol • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

12. Commallder' s Analysis: 

This victory can be attributed directly to the cooperatton an4 .~rD.. 
work of all the units and iDdividuals i~olved. It is a lasti..,.,.-z.ampl.e_l(··=:· · L·. 
several welt trained units w? rk.ing to.a~ ~ co~011 goa~·· Wbe~ .!,~. i~:"f-, 
report of enemy ground to au f1re ca.me m 1t wa.a unmediately "lay4"-t'1Q:tl.le 
nearest friendly uni~ which took ~diate action.· Captain Hocker'~ ~~· .. · .· 
res~onse coupled wlth the a~gress~ve tactics and.thor~gh ~ea~~~~~~;· 
of his team brought about this enemy defeat. This action pomt.r..,~ i\iso~ 
necessity of having &ir observation OV'er the target area. ~· S~Dfth, .. :tJSAY~ 
greatly influenced the c:::>urse of action by aeei.tiog Ca.~ Hocker m the 

5 

L _____ · ·-- ___ .. _ ··-·----·---· --



. . 

.· ....... 
.. '· 

j I 
. lj . . 

maneuver of his elements directly into the enemy position. Major ·smith · 
co,tiruou.iy re~orted on the enemy maneuvers until the 3d Bde Aviation Section 
helitopters were able to arrive on the ace:&le. Thia type of aerial observation 
paid off handsomely in the extremely high kill ratio of this contact,. ·ftAy.~ee 
enemy KIA to zero US KIA. ContiDuua ~erial ob.servation allowed C~­
Hocker to maneuver his forces and defeat the ~my unit piecemeaL/ Ca~tain 
Hocker repeatedly -~ncentrated· his forces in overwhelming strengtli at the 
enemy's location ae reported by the aerial observers. This outstanding 
employment of tanke and infantry together, the firepower and maneuver of 
the tanks with the close in fighting Qf the infantry, resulted in the virtual 
annihilation of the Zd Company, 97.Battalion, Zd VC Regime~ 

4 Incls: 

LTC, Infantry 
Commanding 

Sketch 1- Initial maneuvers by Team Hocker. 
Sketch U- The breakthrough by Team Hocker. 
Sketch m- The "mopping up. II 
Sketch IV - Units move to night locations. 
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