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SUBJECT: Combat ~erations After Action· Report 

1. Name •f Operatioh: Ba~tle of. An Ba., 

· ~. Dat13 ·of Operatio~: 080700 to 082()()(j August. 
, . - 'L~ . 

··· 3. r..cation: An ·Ba ·Hamlet.; NghiaHanh District, Quang Ngai 
Province, RVN. •: . · .· • · 

4. Coulnarid and Control Headquarters: .. 
a, 2d Battalion 35th tinfantry. 

b, Reporting Officers: · 

(l) ·LTC Normn L,.'l'i:Uer, Sr.,· CO, 2d Bn 35th Iz:£. 
; ''! 

(2) CPT La.rry vl• Hicks, Co, Co· :A, 2d Bn 35th Inf. 

(3) ' CPT Harold S~kl.~s.. co' c.o A, 1st Bn 14th Inf. 
.. ·~ .. 

(4). ~T James w .• Lanning, co, ,Co C, 2d Bn 35th Inf. 
' . . 

'· 

(5) .1LT· Hcmier .. L. KrQ'Ilt,: Pla't4o~n Leader, Reconnaissance 
Plat·oon, 2~·Bn 35th Inf~ · 

5. Task Organfzatiqn: • · 

a. 

b~ 

c. 

.. 
Compa.n7 n, 2d Battalion 35th Ittfantry. 

Company A, 1st Battalion 14th Infantry. 

Company c, 2d Ba.tt:ilion 35th,,Irtfantri •. 

d, Reoonnaissance .Platoon, 2d Battalion 35th Infantry. 
t' ••• .. 

6. Supporting Forces: 

' l 
' 

a. Ar~illery fire support was provided by B Btry, 2d Bn, 11th 
Arty ~rid by the 2d Bn, 20th Aerial Rocket Arty, Two hundred and forty-

. four 155 'rounds and one hundred and ninety-six 2, 75 Rockets were. ~e;ltpell(ied 
in five lllissions and four so~ies.· All. missions, both close. supPort and 

· point ·target, were characterized by a high degree of .accuracy and speed, • 
·Five enemy were killed and numerOU$ fortifications and bunkers destroyed. 
Further assessment was impossibl.e- duri.'lg da:dmess. A vigorous H & I 
program ·was initiated upon-thd :movement of -us Forces to thei~ night location, 
The enemy was 'unable to recover·his dead. or equipment during the night · 
possibly as a result· of this·H & I program •. 

b~ The t61st, 174th aild !76th. Assault Helicopter Com-panies pro­
vided aerial surveillance and gunship support. Their fire.s were effective 
in interdicting enemy escape ·and accounted :!or five enemy killed. The 
anned helicopters operated under control_or airborne and gro~nd commanders~ 
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· ·· ·. . ·c, 3d Brigade Aviation provided two_.;.'9~serva.tion helicopt.u,. 
These ·ships, armed with tl-10 M-6v machine guns .h., f~shed the 
ground COJD!D8.llders with .immediate information o _.'the enem.y«s movement, 
and themselves engaged and killed a total of s~e~~ VC. 

. . -
. 'd. 366th 'l'~C. Fighter Wing, USAF, _and.Ma.rine Air Group 12; · 

USMC deli v.ered two :]i;tltredia~e airst·rik~Tdnance consisted. o.f sixteen 
250 pound bombs, six 500. pound bombs, eJ.pht 75(.; pound nolpalm bombs and 
2C.mm cannon. 'Both strikes were ~ntrolled 'by the JQ. Brigade's attached 

. Forward Air Controller and were used to block en~~thdrawal, to dest­
roy fortifications and to eng~ge observed enemyj~iers. A grotirid evalua­
tion could not be made on 'the day of contact. r~{if · 

7. Intelligence : 
~ . 

. The ener11y was estimated to have a· company size force of ,16<J 
men located on a hill mass at BS675565. ThtJy were reported to be equipped 
with tho:3. following weapons: thre-::;.30 ceJ. l!G, fifty nK-47 rines, two 81mm 
mortars, sweral M-1 carbine~, and a few M-2 carbines.. It was anticipated 
that when US tro·ops entered .this area -they would tmCOunter the enemy hiding 
in holes and tunnels and that it would be necessary for friendly forces to 
condu~t a thorough and methodical search to f~d the eneucy-. . Once elements 
of ,the 2-35 were inserted, the ·llllits could expect small arms fire and booby­
traps_ throughout the area. The above intellig~ce info:rmation W'Q.S obtained 
from a "Hoi Chanh" 'Who· surrendered to 2d Bn 4th AR\TN Regt. When "A" 
Company, ~'C" Company and the Reconnaissance Platoon 2~.35 made ~ combat . 
assault into this suspected·eneipy location, they failed to make contac;.; 
However, C/2-.35 did discover: s~veral entrances to spider holes and tunnels 
as well as signs of fresh digging. The enemy was sighted m,oving north and 
northwest toward the Song Ve River by pilots fl7ing observation helicop~ers 
and gunships •. The maneuver el:ements of the 2>-35 were comnitted to mo.ve 
north in pursuit of the fleeing enemy. Contact was made and the Battle of 

. An Ba. ~;;nsued against an estimated· enemy force of at)proximately 1CO men. _ 
The confiict began about 10<.0 metet·s north ofithe ~-e'ich insert'i<?n• The 

. fight w~s wa.ged in :md arOund small }1a.m).ets encircled by trenches snd hedf e-
... rows which -orovided the enemY" with good' fields of fire, cover from small 

arms ground fire an~ concealment fr<nt aerial obs~rvation._ The_ :captured 
documents from the B~ttle of An Ba proved conclusively that the 2-35 had 
engaged elements of··the 38th VCLF Battalion_, It is- believed that the Head­
quu.rters of the 38th Battalion and elements· of the 3d CQIIlpany of ..this enemy 
battalion were the main antagonists in the contact._. This is based on the 
fact that several of the cap~ured documents contained the unit d~p~gnations 
-of ·the ,38th Bat tali on and the .3d Company. The- quantity !llld: the vari-ous doc­
~ants captured were those that would normally be prod~ced by or processed 
through a battalion he..1dquarters-. There were-. sever~l documents which re­
ferred to the batta.l:ion ccmjand~...aot. the<38tb -&.tta.li-on t'nd th~ campany .. 
coom~der of the 3d 'Company.. This information,. com.l,>ined with the capture 
of thr"ee pistols, two US ._45 cal and ~e 9mm Br~ing pisto_l, sup.,.,orj(s the 
conclusion that these two :officers were .ki.il.ed in' the Battle of An Ba. 

. ' . . .. . "" 
The collected intelligence which-led to the plannieg ~f this operation was 
considered timely, ~~urate, and contai -~ed sufficient inform.ation to deploy 
the correct amount of force in the ·vicinity of the enemy. · · 
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S. Vd.sion: 

.a~ a/~-3S, C/2.;.~5~ hnd Recon 2~35 were asstmted e~h and dee­
tro~ missions~. -_A/1r.14 or~giball,.y.b(JJi,a.iilissio~: 9£ establishitig blockt1lg 
pos1.t4~ns. Later- their Dd$s+9~ ~~~ c~ng'~d to -~~.t:ch _and· destroy. · 

. . :. . .. . . ,· . . . ..~ . . ·': ... ' ·. . ·.; . . !~· . 

. .9~ ·Concept . .of,,pperat~on: 

- . . : a. ~2-3S. ~s:!-_ci· mclte -~- compat. ~:s·s~ul(vic. Bs66956o; C/2-35 wa,s 
to .combat a.ssault :int~ ~, BS675560; Recon P)..ito¢n _w4s to make a. CUllbat 
assault· vic -135679573. •' All three eiements::,w~;;;re to conduct search and des­
troy operations ·rrom their LZ :J,ocatiqns toWa:ro the h'ill mass vic· BS676564. 
~fter .th~ COmbat ~ssa~ts. were comple"' eq_ ,tne en,f$.Y Wi.iS observed fieeing 
tc. the north and'~o th_e nortoeast'. ~e. cpnc~pt tnen, wa:s."a;tercd to the 
ei'fec.t that aU· thr,ee of th~ ~euv.er .~elnents wert:l, to t>11rSUe to the north 
while a f,'o~lj;h el~ent1 -A/:1-(lt-1 was. to-~be' combat assaulted vic BS648573 to 
establish blocking l')()fiitions. on the w~st.. :I"he 'Re.cor(?~atoon, Wa.s to move to 
the northeast and· to ~l,.pck the eastern tlimk. of ·th'~ ~ne¢y; me:aitwhilej A/2-35 
and C/2-35 were to Pt18h th~ .~nemy nqrthwi~ :towarcLthe Sorig Ve River. 

10. Execution: 

a. Iri,.~ efi'~'tb.·ca.pi,talize on the 'iritelligence ·rec~ived from 
the "Hoi Chan,h" <:m .6; i\u~~t;1 ~h.ti Batt,alioJ;J. Qo"1l!lltind~r, _LTC Tiller, formu­
~:..'lted an operat.ivns 'Olan to combat- assa\llt .elaD1erits into three loc&.tions 
5'.lrroundi:tg the·' target 1;l4i ~n the fo:Uowing day (7 August).· This plan, 
ho\·rever, in~~)lved an ~~ensi:)n of the battali;0n1 a pr~sent AO along the__,qo 
grid line on the west ~:to ·tae 66 north-soutb line. ThG: ·request r.)r this 
extension was di~appr~ved .for 7· August. ~b3 battalion ·.commander repeated 
his request fvr ·.the ext~ns;on 'the' rollwing day and wis able to obtain a 
boundary e:xj)ensivn to the 66,v~rtical grid line fron.l ~08(i001 August to 
09440C .-~.ugust. On the evening· of 7 Al.J8ust plans were .f;ina:lized and the 
operati(ms order issued to the co . .manders involved·. · '-·· · ... ; ... 

· b. Once they liar~- -9n~ th~: -gr~UilCi) a.U: three. ~neuver elements 
began tc _deploy accordirig ,~q- t9e oJ>~P#l · pliln. A~·. t!&e ~3me ti:ne, "Al_oM." 
shi~ (obsarv~tipn helicqpte!s· from ;3d* Brigade _.nvi:lti~n) · obse~ed armed 
VC in ·the vic. ~r BS684SS2. .t.,,J.~he nc~.~st 'of .1\eccn. . ~rmed helicopter·s 

.·were requested .::~.t v8<J1 h;r aiXL.it (,935 the· giinf!Jl~ps·:{Sharks) reported to 
LTC Till~ t;hat "Aloha11:s!:dps lti$1 killed ;f;hrei~~9.l: four enem)··· "Aloha"·. 
estimated the ~bserved enemy' terce to be. two ~irl.foreed squads and said 
they appeared to be fie.:~ing tc1 the n....,rth toward the Song ·ve Ftiirer. . 
{S.;e. 8k~c,h /!1) The 11Alohan bir,ds, meo.nwhila 1 had· killed two addi tion&.l 
'VC and }ud Sp9tted numerous, others with weapons'aild .web gear along the 
s;;:;uthern bank of the Sr,:;ng.Ve-e .. lt ·became apparent that the enemy force 
was located north of the·.,orf&ina.J.. target area :;n the hamlet of An Ba 
along the Svutherri bank of the. ::?.ong~ .Ve. ' It was anticiipated tha.t the neeing 
enemy would attempt to- cross the Sorig Ve or. to evade to the east • 

. ~. .J\~ Recon and. A/2'-J5 .. (-) ~oved no~ro, the "Shark" gun­
ships spotted armed VC .rimriti1g :to the e.ist a.nd Wetit~ ·. The '"Sharks" advised 
Jiecon . 0 r :the enemy. di~pos~ti?Ji~ -~d Re~on . began . to. Uiarieuver to_ block the 
enany's. eastern· escape route .• · at 1030 hour8, C Company was ordered to 
;aove .from. their squth~rn blocld,ng positioJlt;J to. t}le north to· BS67557S on 

.~ • -· ., ?' • • • • • • • 

the east fiank of 11. Compc.ny. .-.t 1C33 hours, ·aacon made contact with a 
Sl1lDll force and ldlled one _VC tJ.t BS6865S3. (See Sketcb #1) A Co~' e 
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platoon on_ the original search mis~Jion was ~rdered to join the ·co31Lpa.n.y 
and effected link-up at 1105 hr. At that timel A c~upariy was in contact 
With a~ ~L~ size fqrce firing f~om the west and had sut!ered twQ: 
friendly WIAs at BS665576. : Wheh' it' aupeared· t.hat elements of the enemy: 
force might escape t•) t_he west, the battalion commander a.].erted Compa.ny 
A, 1st Battalion, 14th ·Infantry to prepare for deployment to the west .. _,r the 
c~mtact area. F,3y 1125 .lir A/2-:-35 had a. friendly casualty count of two \irA 
and one KIA and es.timat.,ed t~~ enemY· ~o b~ , ~ pia~oon. . An AO extension 
was requested westwa~ ·t,o the 64 north~south grid line. ·;Ships were sent 
toA/1-14's p'-ckup site at fjS77_6430. At· .1205 hburs,· t~e ,first J.it't of A/1-14 
touched down.at.BS6~573~ Th.;~_:a.ir assaUlt was ccmpl.eted.by 1232 hours 
without ~cident.. A total ()1"'folir maneuver eleme~ts bad been colllllitted, 
then, and we~e strategically .~,&~e<i; t_o· prevent the en any· from escaping: 
Recon Platoon was. positi.;,ned ·aiohg the east~rn: edge of the hamlet area; 
C/2-35. on .the sputb~st and ·A/2..;35 on the -southwest were pushing north~ 
ward; A/1-14 ~~ ~~losirig ih'fra~rwest to .east. The enemy was trapped 
against the southern ~-·o{,the' Sohg Ve River, over which the armed 
gunships a.nd observation belicopteci lna.intldned a 'i:teadly vigil. { St:e 
sketch #2). , 

d. As the gr9und forces closed in on the trapped VC; a series of 
short contacts were made: At 12J''l hou#·~A/2-35''reparted -three• eneJII1 killi3d 
and one weapon eaptu~d at BS663576; C/2:.35 -killed seven VC and captured 
five weapons in 't-he vic or BS67~577 at··r~43 ht!~s;' A/1-14 reported seven 
enem.y lUA arid three weclp'?Jl:\ -~~~eJi, a~J1 ;~~ ~h~; and'. the "AlOha 11 bi~s, 
goirtg off statiqn ·at 1331 ho-qrs, su;bmitted a· :total. count of sixteen vel Killed. 
At 1358 ho"lirs a VC grenad:e·wounded one•man from C Cumpa.ny who was 
ovacu.?-ted imnedia~ely by_ toe battalion comin:md and ·control ship. The 
fieco.n "_(),latoon, working\t4th ~e ''14.upltet 1~ 'gunshi-ps, repdrted four additional 
enemy KIA at 1411 hours at fBS6915S5. 'Tfu•ee··additional VC killed a.nd two 
more -vr~ pons captured were re'9•jrted by .~-~./1"-14 at 1411 hours. (See sketch 
#2), .. . ; 

e. Two :immediate ai~trikes' ~ere called for. The first strike 
went in at ~415 ho~s ~nd ~s followed at 1430 hours by another. The 
target for both of the airstrikes was the derisely·:vegetated vi.Llage strip 
along the northern edge ()£ t.he s6rig: Ve River. vlc BS665586. · (See Sketch 
#2) The battalion S3 r$estecfii.PsYors·team trom brigade and at 1-500 ·hours 
the ·team was inserted '4th A/2-35 to exploit the growing success against 
the pinned enemy. · · · · 

· f. The ground elements. continued t~ mop up throughout the contact 
areas. once A/2-35 and C/2-35 had pushed aU the way to th·e river bank, 
they turned to the east and began a carefUl search of the village area with 
A Company -:-n t.he north and C Company on the south. (See sketch #3) A./1-14 
also continued. to mov~ eastward, following· A/2-35 and C/2-35, and collect-
ing one more VC KIA and an' additional weapon at BS675583 at 1745 hours. 
By 1800 hours all contact had subsided, and prepara.ti:.Jns were made to ex­
tract two of the comparties. (See sketch #4) A/2-35 and the Reconnais~a.nce 
Platoon secure.4 a pickup zone at BS67S58.3~ ·· A/1-14 was extracted to LZ LIZ., 
coopleting the lift at 1~4v ho~s. At 1912 hJ\irs the last lift of C/2-35 
went into LZ DRAGON, and A/2-35 ~mel Recon/2-35 moved to BS679570 tL' establish 
a combined night defensive pertmet-~r, closing at 194G hours. (See sketch #4). 

g. Contact ki.th;tfteq~n~J.r ~ ,int·ennittent throughout the period 
li80825 to 081745 august"~- ~ge of .engage~ent varied from one meter to one 
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hundred and fifty meter~:._ C~uilicat~9~ wit,b~ t;he. ccntact a.reQ was sooo, 
but a relay stati)n was rt!q\lired between the 'operating units and the bo.ttai­
ion CP, located at LZ LIZ, BS755431. · The r~lay~-~~tion-was loc::.ted ...on ·LZ 
DRAGON, BS730528. . . . . 

. ~ . 
11. · Results: . · . · ~ I ~,•. ·• 

·:-. 

:.·. 

. . . 
-{1) .KIA.~ ..... ~:~; •••••••••• 65 

(2) Cia ••• ~~··~····~·•••••• 3_ 
. . ! 

b.. Enemy !e~pons -::cajt.~~: ... 

< 1 > ~~ r Ca.rbilles ~ •• ·• ~ ••. ~. ~ ·a 
. ., '·' ... , . . .. 

(.2:) M-2 Ctl~b:l.iiEis.~ ... ~~ •• ·~~·~ .1 

(3). _M.,.1 .Rin~'s_·~ '·. ~ .• · •. -.~ .. ·.; 2 
":• ! . 

(4). B.'i{t~s~ ... ~. ~-•••• ~~··•••• .. 2 

(6) 

(7) 

• 45 Cal Pistols •••• · ••• . ' 

.. 
St.s.· ••• • ••• •. ~ • ...... .. 

, ~ • • I' ' 

1 

. (8) . MAT-49 ••• , •••• • • •• ., • • • 3 

{9) 9nml PiStol.~ ••• ~ •••••• 

c. Enemy_ e(iuj_pnent losses: 

(1) One PRC- 10 Ratlio 

"(2) 630 rotitlds .30 cal ammo 

(3) 700 ·rounds 7 ;62 short ·a.mmo 

(l~) 'I'wenty~t·hree z.r...:79 I\iubds 

{5) -Eighteen BAR.magazines 

{6) l..fiscellaneous web gea:r 

(7) Mis.cellaneous do'ctmitmts . 
. . 

d. Friendly Personnel: Loss·~,~:· 

(1) A/2-35 • .";.· •• · • .-.~;.·;;~; ••• 3 WI~, 1 KIA 

{2) .A/1-1'4.~ ••• ;.· •• ·.-.·.·.·:.· • ••• 3 WI a 

.;. 



a. This action, a typical anployment of a battalion sized force, 
was initiated by -a report from a "Hoi Chanh11 •• As with most such reports_. 
ther.e is some; truth in them but theyr are fa~ -'fro11 ,being factual, In this · 
specific case, contact was never made With the ·rep6rtoo' mlit nor was the 
contact at the reported enem.rlC?catiol} 4 However, 'the Qa.ttalion wa.s able-
to rapidly exploit the information· gained by ·tl'le' "Alona·!' team who detected 
the enmy novem-.nt to the north._ rl.s tpe enemjr had plac_ed })~elf next · 
to the Song Ve River, his routes ~£-·Withal"3.wu:~re'extrtmely limited. 
(Jnce his positions and forcea were loc ,ted' it was relatively easy to fix 
him. with groUnd maneuvers and_ one canoot· !:issault .• : Upon ·:Cam'l':'letfon of th~--: 
maneuvers, all that remained was fur o~ forces to c~ose l4th ang. kill the 
VC. Contacts of this nature ·:~.re of ·short."· duration as the enemy does not 
possess the ccinbat power t() fight.;·on. equal tenns Wi.t.b 9ur 'torces. His 
principal tactic is to deliJ.Y oUr mmeuvers and fa-de away into the surround­
int. area. In this case his tactic !'ailed as he was surrounded on all sides 
and c.ur units conducted a A~ibemte search :locating 'the individual VC ill 
hi.:: 11 i'ad~ away" holes. By far the great maj.)rity of en_emy killed were 
t~k..:-:n from holes in which they ·were bi-ding, · ·Had •if .. ,del:i:berate search not 
.been -:onducted the enemy }lrobably would have been· su.qc~s:tul in escaping 
'lo!5.th the majority of his 'llllit; however,· ·e:S it iiaa',~orily'' a hB.ndful of 
enemy P.ye..ded to t.ell the :rtory of deteat. ·" 
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