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2ND BATTALION 35TH INFANTRY OPERATIONS 

5 August 1967 

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report for the period 27 May thru 30 May 1967 

'l'HE BATTLE OF TAN PHONG 

At 271200H, the battalion CP was notified by the S2, 3d Brigade Task Force, 
of a suspected en~ CP located in Tan Phong HaLLlet, Due Pho District, Quang Ngai 
Province, (BS735435). Since the organic forces of the battalion were committed 
some distance from the area of interest, the battalion commander, LTC Granger, 
requested and received permission to insert the Blue Team, Troop B, 1st Squadron 
9th Cavalry, (Airmobile). The Blue Team, (an infantry platoon) was inserted by 
combat assault east of the target into an LZ vic BS739435, at 1255H. Team Penn 
(C/3-4 Cav ( -) and the reconnaissance Platoon 2-35 Inf) located about ten kilo­
meters north of LZ LIZ was given the mission of reserve reaction force (RRF) for 
the Blue Team to their south. 

At 1300H, vic BS738439, the Blues reported observing thirty well anned and 
equipped enemy with camouflaged uniforms. The Blues engaged the enemy platoon, 
Uled three and called for additional troop support to block what appeared to 

... e a withdrawing enenw. Team Penn, reacting to the call, irmnediately moved eouth 
to block. Gunships from the weapons platoon B/1-9 Cav (Re4. Team) were dispatched 
to provide additional fire support. Artillery blocking fires were adjusted to 
the west of the contact to prevent enemy withdrawal in that direction. See sketch 
# 3. 

At 1340H, B/2-35 was released from OPCON B/1-9 Cav and returned to the 2/35 
Inf. They were alerted to move by air to support the growing fight. At 1400H, 
the Blues had secured an LZ vic BS747472, and the lift ships carrying lB/2-35 
were enroute. At 1402H, the first helicopter carrying lB landed amidst very 
heav,y eneiey" fire. The other five helicopters were forced to circle out of the 
area of contact. One ship was hit and the pilot wounded. Despite his wounds, 
the pilot was successful in land~ his aircraft out of the battle area, 800 
meters west of LZ LIZ. Recon (-) and two APC's from C/3-4 Cav were dispatched 
from LZ LIZ to proVide security for the ship. By 1415H, the Blues, heavily en­
gaged and suffering not only battle casualties but also heat ~lties; hBd . .-re 
~uested an emergency resupp~ of ammunition and water. At 1430H, a 174th Aviation 

;,;ompany HU-lD was loaded and over the l!reB of contact at an LZ secured by the Blue 
/ Team. As the helicopter was making it's approach it was hit by a heavy burst of 

1 enemy automatfc weapons fire and subsequently crashed 200 meters south of the LZ. 
k squad of Blues successfully extracted the wounded crew from the burning craft 

/fore it exploded. 

/ . · i /At 1545H, Company B (-) was airlifted to the vicinity of the downed bird 
- lf'nt/re it linked up with the remaining elements of Recon and C/3-4 Cav. This 

force then deployed northwest to the hamlet where the Blues were heavily engaged 
d surrounded. 

By 1607H, Team Penn had arrived from the north and was receiving_ fire from 
, e enemy. Dismounting the battalion reconnaissance platoon, 3/4 C~v · 

moved about one thousand meters west and attacked from the northwest. Recon 

A
saulted the enenw from the northeast. See sketch# 3. The eneJI13i now eJtgaged 

• rom three sides, found hiaself! surrounde(i. They still persisted in their violen.t 
: ttack on the Blue Team and despite accurate gunship fire were able_ to inflict._a 

. few more casualties. As t.l>.e pressure grew more intense, the enemy slackened t:beir 
rate of fire and began to evade. The Recon platoon broke through the enemy lines 
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and linked w1 th ·the Blues. See sketch 114~ · Almost simultaneous~, the APC t s, 
inflicting heaV,y enemy losBes,. broke through to the northwest. Captain Penn, 
CO, C/3-4 Cav; decided to withdraw the WIA' s from the contact area to a secure 
LZ where the wounded could be evacuated. As his element with the WIA 1 s in· the 
APC•s moved through the perimeter, Captain Penn's tracks became surrounded. The 
eneD\f undoubtedly thought they could stop. the armor with their small anna but they 
paid a huge price in lives before they di'scove;aoed · their. -error. The a:nnored canlry 
succeeded in securing an LZ and at 1620H, the first DUS'IDFF 1rns completed• 

At l631H, B/2-35 (-) linked up with the friendly elements in the contact 
area (Tan Phong), After reorganization of the force, B Company deployed to the 
north for a careful, detailed search for the enemy. Finding the enemy was not 
difficult as they continued to resist with heavy volUIIlBs of small arms and auto­
matic weapons fire. However, the enemy began using the many spider biles and 
caves that infested Tan Phong in an effort to escape the closing force. As the 
units approached the northern end of the hamlet, an a.irstrike was called in by 

LTC Granger on an enemy hmnlet 500 meters north of Tan Phong. C/3-4 Cav was ·. 
directed to move to the northwest in an attempt to move around the enemy and 
block his withdrawal. In the meantime, Recon began· recenng moderate fire 
from the south, indicating the enemy had left a force behind. The Reconnaissance 

"1'l.atoon turned back through Tan Phong while B/2-35 (-) continued to the hamletts 
northern f~e. By this time the large enemy force (estimated company {+) 
had scattered and the units were receiving only light resistonce. See sketch 115. 

By 1900H, all elements closed in a perimeter vic BS730437, to be resupplied 
and to extract the Blue Team. 2B was to be lifted in to replaee the team. At 
1918H, 2B attempted a touchdown but again oruy one bird was able to land in the 
foce of enell\V AW fire. It was decided that it was too risky to try the exchange. 

/-Gunships, flareships, and an armed AC-47 reported on station. See sketch #6. · 

At 2lOOH, A/2-35 was airlifted from the beach to LZ UZ where they assumed 
responsibility for FSB security. All elements dug in fbr the night. 

At 280315H, the force in Tan Phong came under a light enemy mortar attack. 
Captain Penn, CO C/3-4 Cav, the only casualty , was morta~ wounded. Counter­
mortar fires from LZ LIZ and artillery fires by 2nd Bn 9th Arty were placed 
effective~ throughout the area. There was no further contact that night. In 
~ew of the en~ strength it was decided to commit further troops into the area 

.- in the morning. 

J At 2009J8H; May 1967, C/1-35 (-) was placed OPCOfl 2-35 Inf and condltc'bed a 
peliborne assault vic BS7Z'/477. Their assigned mission was to sweep south 
along the base of the hill mass on the western border of the coastal plain, a 
)lkely avenue of withdrawal. Recon/2-35 conducted a heliborne asFault at 1055H 
-~st of Cj.l-35 (-) BS715465 and was assigned to sweep the ridge lines and draws 

/ i,h the hill JD.Dsses to the northwest of Tan Phong. A/2-35 departed LZ LIZ on a 
#weep to the west not o:P~Y to aid B/2-35 in the search of the battlefield, but 

/ _,also to establish contact.< C/3-4 Cav •-rc.s D.ssi~ed. b~oc;?~'1g po~~ t~ons sou.thenst 
,' o$ Recon.. The Blue Team -w-as extrr.cted <:tild rap.Lace~. rry 2B at C9.i.6F. See sketch 

'1
117. 

The simultaneous sweeps of the Tan Phong area. on the 28th produced several 
SJ:l8ll contacts. However, fire support by the gunships of the l74th Aviation 
Company and B/1-9 Cav (Airmobile) accounted for the Vllst majority of the enemy dead. 
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A prisoner and a Hoi Chanh identified the en~ unit as the 60th Bn 1st VC 
Regiment. Undoubtedly, the majority of the battalion was in the area. As the 
2-35 In! elements pur~ued the enemy, they forced him to break into the clearings 
and rice paddies. The rockets and oaotd.l\egun ·fire of the anned Hueys killed or 
wounded all observed enemy. The Ul'l..its on the ground forced the en~ into hiding 
to avoid the increasing onslaught. Efforts to capture prisoners failed as the 
en~ repeatedly fought to the death.. By the end of the c:Uly, 87 enemy lay dead 
on the battlefield, killed for the most port by the gunships. A/2-35 and C/3-4 
Cav swept back to LZ LIZ where they provided FSB security. Recon/2-35 was 
placed OPCON. to B/2-3 5. . 

By 2215~, all elements were in position. B/2-~5 with OPCON of Recon occupied 
four ambush sites at the mouth of the Song Tra Cau Valle.y: Recon located vic 
BS713424; 2B located vic BS712425; B (-)located vic BS713433; andJB located 
vic BS715438. C/1-35 had three ambushes north of highway 515 positioned along 
the road. See sketch #7. 

At 290240H Mny 1967, the ambush of Company B (-), located vicinity BS713433 
.·· came under intense eneJey' g~round and mortar attack. See sketch # 8. Using 

camouflage and stealth, at least one ene~ company surroun4ed the ambush position 
undetected. '!be enemy initiated the attack with accurate .. mortar fire. Efforts 
to counter the mortar fire with their own 60mm mortar and the 4.2 mortar platoon 
from LZ LIZ proved useless. The eneJey' was using at least two mortnrs which 
could not be located. As the mortars were rnining their deadly fire, the ene11T'"-~· 
began a cool'dinated · ground attack. Captain Ralph L. Walker, CO Company B, 
although mortall1' wounded by the initial mortar attack, rallied his men into a 
perimeter and requested artillery fire support. His courage and determirwtion 
provided the catalyst for the initial defense of the position and undoubtedly 
prevented the unit from being overrun. Captain Walker died forty minutes l.at~r. 
When the unit moved from its linear ambush into a perimeter it inl'~dvertent~ · 
closed around an enemy position. The two enemy were swiftly killed. At 0300H, 
Medevnc was requested t6 come to LZ LIZ where it would remain on alert until the 
contact area was secure. At the same time the aircraft commander of the armed 
AC-47 11Dragonship11 reported that he would be in the area of contact at 0320H. -
Amed UH-lCs were on station with a helicopter flare ship and began firing under 

\ the guidance of the 2nd platoon le~der, who h~d assumed command. ·The enemy 
continued to fire his mortars although the volume. was not as heavy. Efforts to 
locate these mortars proved fruitless. It was later .discovered that the enemy 
hnd used a mud hut as a firing pit. A hole two feet in diameter was out in the 
roof through which he fired his rounds. This t.~ctic prevented observation of the 
muzzle flash and because of the muffled noise, made it virtual.ly' impossible to 
determine with accuracy how far away the mortars were. Meanwhile, the gunships 
concentrated their fire on ten enemy in a rice paddy. As the enemy attack . 
intensified,. the men from B Company threw white phosphorus grenades to mark the .~ 
proximity of 8Jl enemy· automatic weapons position. This enabled the armed heli­
copters from tJie 174th Aviation Compeny and B/1/9 Cav (Airmobile) to engage the 
enemy accurate]~~ At OJ25H it was dAcided to move the rest of B Company ~nd the 
Reconn~issance pl~:toon to reinfo:-~e t'h:: 1JI)sieg8c1 plntoon., At 03.46H, I,TC n~~n:':"..ger, 
over the contact nrea in his com1nand nnd co:.Lt:c.Jl hc:-1.copte:t; decid.ed to cc-raait 
C/2/35 (-) in n reinforcing action fr~m the east. AJ~ elements, as they moved 
toward the· point of contact11 made light contact which resulted in several more 
eneJey' dead. At 0405H, a medevac helicopter cnrrying the company executive officer 
success!~ made it into the perimeter. and evacuated three wounded. On its 
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arrival lLt Russel Chapmen assumed command. The departure ot the medevac 
signaled a renewed eneJey attack. At 0401H lLt Chapman 'Was wounded in the head, 
but courageously continued in command. At 0411H1 Recon and lB attempting to. 
break through the attack from the southwest came ·und~r intense automatic weapons 
fire. Maneuvering against the position, the reconnaissance platoon overran it 
and captured a:3o··ca.l.lt ~chinegun. This was the last strong effort made by 
the en~ to block the relief force. At 0434R, the enamr tried for the last time 
to break through".the units staunch perimeter. Heassaulted in JDP.ss from the east 
under a murderous barrage of enemy mortar fire. Some of the enemy broke through 
the lines and into the perimeter but that is where they died. Orders were issued 
that no one would leave their foxholes so that if anyone was seen moving in the 
perimeter he would be enem;y. The Uletic worked. At 0446H, the contact lwd 
lightened considerabl1'. A medevao arrive<! OVQr the ·area and landed. in the LZ 
amidst suppressive fire from the perimeter. By 0550H, .all contact h~d been 
broken by the enem;y, the casualties had been evacuated and a resupp~ of ammunition 
had been affected. At 0617H, C/3/4 Cav, with one platoon A/2/35 departed LZ UZ 
on two separate axes to the west to sweep the flanks of the contact area and 
reestablish contact with the enem;y. At 0627H, C/l/35 closed with B/2/35. 
See sketch #9: . 

At OS4.5H1 B/1/9 Cav was placed OPCON 2/35 Inf. The Biue Pl.lltoon conducted 
a oombat assault vic BS69442.3 and moved east alon~ the Song Tra Cau Valley into 
the prepared blocking positions of C/l/.35 and C/.3/4 Cav at the mouth of the valley 
floor. A/2/.35 swept south nnd southwest of the point of contact detaining large 
numbers of military age moles who were hiding in ~. Buddhist temple. They also 
discovered five tons of stored rice in the same temple. The remaining elements · 
Dk,de light contoct while flushing the Viet Cong from bunkers, caves, and tunnels. 

At 10.30H, Company B was extracted by helicopter and taken to LZ montezumn ~ "' 
Where they met their new CO, Captain Lindsey'. At l.SOOH, A/2/.35, C/.3/4 Cav, and 
Recon/2/35 closed LZ LIZ, C/l/35 closed to a night location about 000 meters west 
eouthlfest of LZ LIZ. 

At 300930H May 1967- C/l/35 crossed the Song Tra Cau River, the eouthem AO 
line, and was returned to the control of the l/.3 5 Inf. 

Results of the three day contact were as follows: 

(l) · Friend:cy- casualties: 

(2) 

.3 KIA 
27 WIA 
l DOW 

Enell\Y losses, personnel: 

116 KJ.A 
8 C:::i\ 
llS' Detnined 

(.3) Enell\Y losses, weapons: 
fh'ev · Setted a '-/. • • ~ -~· • • • . • ~ 
6omm mortar w/sight •••• ~ •••• l 
B-40 rocket launcher •••••••• l 
RPD ]}[1•••••••••••••••••••••3 
cal .30 IMG•••••••••••4••••o•l 
S7recoillass rif~~-·""!....!..!J!.~~ 
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Individual: 34 

Carbine, M-1 ,30 ca1 •••••••••• 3 
Carbine, M-2 ,30 Ca1 •••••••••• 2 
7.62 SKS ••••••••••••••••••••• lO 
AK-47•••••••••••••••••••••••••6 
BAR••. •• ••• ••• •••• •• •••••••• ~ .3 
M-79, 4~GL ..••••••••••••••• 3 
SMG, Type unknown ••••••••••••• 3 
Pistol, 9-mm ••••••••••••••••••• l 
7,62, Soviet Carbine, . • . 
Mosin Nagant •••••••••••••••••• l 
7,62, SMG, PPSH-41 •••••••••••• 1 
7.62, M-14·•••••••••••••••••••1 
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