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OPERATION TAYLOR 

5 Feb 66 - 8 Feb 66 

Combined with other elements of tHe 3d Bde Task Force~ 2.5th In! Div, 
the 2/35 Inf conducted a motor march to the north of PLEI MRONG on 5 Feb 
66. The battalion had the mission of prbvi.d~ convoy secuz4ity for the 
ot;eration andj despite the size of the convoy (2J.7 vehiclee), encountered 
little difficUltyo · 

Upon its ar:::-ival at the new base of operations (Coord.t ZA 065135)J 
the 2/35 Inf prepared for its operation against an estimated battalion size 
Borth Vietnamese a~ (NVA) force located in the •r.icinity of the Chu G~anuel 
Mountain. 

At 0?55 6 Feb 66, while securing the east side of the YA KRONG BOLAH 
River, the Reconnaissance Platoon, 2/35 Inf, came under small arms fire from 
an estimated squad size unit located on the west side of the river. After 
suffering one wounded, the recon platoon called in mortar fire causing the 
enemy to flee to the north. 

One hour later, one enemy 60mm mortar round landed in the perimeter of 
the Battalion Command Post causing injury to three people. · ~ter Company 
C was mortared, with four rounds while the company was entering a clearing 
in the woods. The company commander, Capt Woods, was killed and 10 other 
people injured. Capt Robert Ord, the Battalion S-1, was designated the 
Company Commander. 

The 2/35 Inf continued to conduct search and destroy operations in 
their assigned area of operation (AO) until OPERATION TAYLOR ceased at 
0700 8 Feb 66, at which time the 2/35 Inf conducted an airmobile extraction 
to Plei Mrong. 

It was significant to note that although the 2/35 Inf did not make ac­
tual contact with the NVA, the enetey" was able to inflict casualties on the 
2/'JS Inf by accurate indirect fire. The lessons learned from this opera­
tion proved invaluable in later engagements with the NVA •. 
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OPERATION GARFIELD 

25 February 1966 - 24 March 1966 

Duruig, the period 0730 25 February 1966, through 2400 24 March 1966, the 
3d Bde Ta~k Force, 25th Inf .Div, conducted OPERATION GARFIELD. The 2/35 Inf' 
was the reserve reaction.force for the operation. 

· The operation was conducted in DAR LAC Province against the 966th Bn, 
32d NVA Regiment. The 3d Bde. Task Force moved by air from New Pleiku ·Air­
strip to BAN ME THUOT East Airfield. The 1/14 Inf and 1/35 Inf, with 2/35 Inf 
in reserve, conducted search and destroy operations using "eagle" flights and 
saturation patrolling. . . .. 

On 8 March 1966~ the 2/35 Inf was given the mission (OPERATION LYSANDER) 
to conduct a search of Plei Klung, a village in DAR LAC Pro$ce, and to . 
establish blocking pOsitions in fiUpport of OPERATION GARFIELD. In addition, 
the 2/35 Inf had the responsibility for providing security for the Brigade 
Rear Command Post. OPERATION LYSANDER was accomplished '\'rith very light con-
tact and negative friendly losses. . 

On 15 March 1966, while still assigned the mission as the reserve ele­
ment in OPERATION GARFIELD, the 2/35 Inf was given the additional mission 
(OPERhTION QUINTUS) ot securing that portion of Highway 19 bounded by coordi­
nates BR.l88518 on the: west and BR 28453 to the east. This was accomplished 
by occupying platoon and squad size strong points and by conducting local 
patrolling. Furthermore the battalion provided convoy escort from BR 288453 
east to Pleiku during the period 17-21 March 1966. On 21 March 1966, the 
2/35 .. ~ .departed their assigned sector and closed to the 3d Bde base camp, 
Pleiku1 at 1905 21 March 1966, where the battalion continued to maintain its 
reserve posture .tor OPERATION GA.RPIELD ~ addition to local patrolling to 
provide. se~rity !or the 3d Bde base camp. 

TnroughQUt. the entire operation, the trend among both the Viet Cong (VC) 
and t.he Norl,h Vietnamese Army (NVA) :..forces was to avoid. contact with U.S. 
Forces. Despite this trend, the 2/35 In! was able to aid in destroying or 
capturing the following: 

ENEMY. LOSSES 

PERSONNEL 

KIA (BC) •••• ~ • 
KIA (POSS) ••••• 
KBA (BC). • •••• 
KBA (POSS). • ••• 
WIA (BC) ••••• • 
WIA (POSS) ••••• 
CIA • ·.• • · •• 
CIA Suspects. 

• • • 
• • • 

• • • • • • • • • .• • • • • • • • .lll 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .• • • 1 
• ••••••••.•••.•• ~ •.. • • 10 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • 10 
• • • • • • .• • • • • • • •.• '~ ~:. ~. 10 
• • • • • • .~ • • • • • .•· • • • • .122 
• • •. -~ .• • . • • • ~ • • • . • • • :~ •. • 18 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 78 

• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • · •• 360 
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WEAPONS 

AK-56 SID, Chicom MFG ••••••• 4 , j J , 1 J 1l2 
SK~-Carbine, Chicom and Russian MFG. • • 1 J ' ;34 
RPD SMJ., Chicom MFG. • • ~ •. • • •. • •• • • , • , J , 3 
B-40 Rocket Launcher • • • •. .: • • •. • • • • , J. ' 1 
Swedish "K" SID. • • • • • •. • • • • •. • • • • , , , 1 
M-79 Grenade Laun6her; U.S. :MFG: •••.••.••• ; ; 1 
Springfield 11 03" u.s. ·MFG. • ••••.•.•.•.••• • i3 
M-2 Carbine U.S. MFG. • • • • • • ••.••••••• 2 

TOTAL ••• • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . • • • • .67 

AMMUNITION 

Hand Grenades ea. • • ~ • . • • ~ • • .. • • • • • .102 
82mm mortar, rds. ' .ll2 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 12.7mm HMG, rds . • • • • • • • • • .. • . • • • .1,200 
?.62cal, rds. • ~ ' .. • • 21,500 . . • • • . • • • • .. • .30 Calj rdS • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • .5,080 
B-40, Rockets, ea • • .. • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • 38 
75mm Rockets, ea. ... •• • • .. •· • .. .. : ' .. ... • • . ~ . .1 
Claymore mine, ea ••• •• • • .. • • • • • • ~ • • • • ..3 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Rice. • • • • • • • • • ·• • • • • • • • • • • • • .61.5tons 
Drugs • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .lOOlbs 
Uniforms. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .400ea 
Rucksacks • • • • • • i • • • • • • • • • • • • • .234ea 
Field Telephones. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .9ea 
Switch Board. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• lea 
Documents • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • .150lbs 

s 



.... 

OPERATION LONGFELLOW 

15 April 1966 - 1 May 1966 

During the period 15 April 1966 to 1 May 1966, the 2/35. In£1 urtder 
the command of LTC George A. Scott, participated in OPERATION toNG~4 

Attachments to the Battalion during the operation included: 
Civil Affairs/Pyscological Operations Team 
Military Intelligence Interpreter 
Radio Research Unit 
Montagnard Guides (2) 
A Battery 2d Battalion 9th Artillery, Direct Support 

The mission o£ the 2/35 Inf during OPERATION LONGFELLOW was to conduct 
search and destroy operations in northwest Kontum. Province. The Area of 
Operations (AO) was bounded on the west by the National border and on the 
east by a line 1000 meters west of Highway 14. 

Supported by the artillery fires of A Btry, 2d Bn, 9th ~y~·· rind planes 
f~om the 7th US Air Force, the 2/35 Inf conducted saturation ~t~olling dur­
ing the day, utilized ambush positions and patro~ at night, and condaetcd 
eight combat assaults employing the "Eagle Flight" technique during the 
operation. There was no significant contact made during OPERATION LONGFELLOW, 
although there were numerous casualties suffered due to the numerous areas 
in the AO which were saturated with pungi stakes and pits. 

ENEMY LOSSES: 

PERSONNEL 

KIA. BC. • • • • • • • • • • • •.• · • • • • • • • • _. • • • 2 

AMMUNITION 

Grenades, Fragment action • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2cases 
Grenades, Concussion. • • • • . ... • • • • • • • • • • • lease 
Trip Devices. • • • • • .. • • . : . • . .. • • • • • • • • lbox 

·· Blasting caps • • • . .. .. • ·-. ... • • • • • • • • • • • lbox 
- 8lmm Mortar rds • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .4lrds 
• 30· cal Ammunition. • " • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .l3ca.ses 
• 45 cas Ammunition • • . . . • • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • 3ca.ses 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Bicycles. • _. • .• • • • • • • • .• • • • -. • • • • • • • 6ea 
Medical Suppli~s. _ ~, •.•••• • ••••• ·• ; •• _ ••• lOlbs 
Military clothing basket ........... -.•••••••• 5baskets 
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OPERATION PAtlL Rt;vtpnE 1 

10 MAY-1966.• ~1 JULY 1966 

OPERATION PAUL REVERE I began the first of four phases of OPERATION PAUL 
REVERE which started 10 ~~y 1966 ana ended 25 December i966, 

The 2/35 Inf, as part of the jd Brigade Task ForceJ disp1aeed from Pleiku 
by motor convoy on 10 Mn.y 1966, to OASIS (ZA 107276) to provide reserve/reac­
tion force and security force for the Brigade forward base, and to conduct 
search and destroy operations initially in AO 21 and 22. 

The decision was made to conduct the operation in three phases: 
Phase I: Conduct motor move 10 May 1966 from Pleiku to BrigE~.de for­

ward base. 
Phase II: Conduct rapid search a.nd destroy operations in AO 21 and 22 ·. 

to determine whether there were heavy e~my concentrc>.tions in the AO.' 
Phase III: Conduct detEdled reconnaissance and surveillance opera­

tions in AO 21 and 22 to detect enemy activity and to locate routes of move­
ment. Establish blocking positions and ambushs on principo~ routes of move­
ment to disrupt enemy efforts to reconnoiter, infiltrate, withdraw, or estab­
lish caches in AO. 

Phase I and II were completed on 17 May 1966 without contact. 
On 22 May 1966, the Reconnaissance Platoon, 2/35 Inf, conducted a heli­

borne assault into LZ 29A and began a longrange in the North and West portions 
of the AO • During its patrol, the pla~oon accounted for four NVA KIA and one 
NVA WIA. There were no friendly casualties. 

On 27 May 1966, the 2/35 Inf conducted a heliborne a.ssoult into AO 11 and 
J2 with companies A and B landing at LZ;l2A (YA 908385). The battalion (-) 
landed at LZ llA (YA 873369). Companiet A and B later closed to LZ llA e.fter 
conducting search and destroy operatic~ to the northwest and southwest, re-
spectively. ! 

Based on a terrain analysis, the v~ey associated with LZ lOA (YA 769376) 
appeared to be a likely area for use by; enemy forces, hence Company B was di­
rected to prepare for a heliborne assault into LZ lOA on 28 May 1966. 

· On the morning of 28 May 1966, Comj>any B, commanded by Cnpt,ain James R. 
Maisano, conducted the heliborne Msault- into LZ lOA. Following the assault, 
the mission assigned was to conduct a srarch and destro.y operation along an 
assigned axis to the east alon the valley floor, establish a comp~ny ~~ush 
at dusk, and return to the battalion base, IA873369, on 29 May 1966. 

At 1100, the first lif't of nine Htl-lD helicopters placed 63 men (1st pla­
toon, compc>.ny HQ, and part of the 2d platoon) into the LZ without incident. 
As the 1st platoon secured the NW portion of the LZ, suddenly they began to 
receive henvy enemy small arms fire from an estimated reinforced squad. After 
the initial contact, which resulted in ·tour US cnsualties, the LZ appeared 
secure; however, as DUSTOFF medevac aircrt:>.ft attempted to land extremely heavy 
ground fire was received from the NW. The DUSTOFF aircraft was driven off with 
several hits. The estimate of ene~ strength was raised to P.. reinforced pla­
toon. Following the DUSTOFF incident, the volume of fire declined, Although 
occasional sniper and AW fire continued to be triggered by movement of friendly 
troops. 

Following the initial. DUSTOFF attempt, 52d Avn Bn gunships (BUCCANEER 6) 
made repeated p.'lsses firing both machineguns nnd rockets into the woodlines 
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running north and south. Particularly heavy !ire was delivered against a 
machine gun which wAs firing

1
across the flank o£ the 1st· platoon frpm the 

SW and could not ~e reached by friendly small arms fire. The gunsh\ps, 
however, did noi supi:Jress ertemt fire to the degl:-ee ·r~quired·~ Friendly 
positidrl!J were llial4ked t./ith ~moke and two AlE ai):-cr~ s~rafed and dropped 
naJjalm oh f.h~, tn.1c1:11ne gunjJQ$it:iori~ Still t~e tnachihe gun c~ritinued in 
aci:!oH. Ahothe%4 flight (F4d jet m.r~ra+t). appear~d o~,tHe sdepe and shortly 
thereafter neutr~~ized the enemy position with 509 pound bodb~l 1he AlE's 
~~ge, were effectively suppressing enetq i'~re to ~he ndrtp, . · 
: .~ .. Inm-.a,1.at.eJ...y following the air strike, the 1st platodn nianeuV¢red a squad 
~Q i!tle .: f!outhwe~tern portion of the LZ and made contact with twp NVA. On con­
tact, both f:led into the woods to the west. A large number of prldks and 
equipment plus one 12. 7mm anti-aircraft weapon were found. The latter was 
ret \lined to the company CP. The squad continued a clockwise s¥eep of the en­
~it~ · LZ. A second anti-aircraft gun was found virtually destr<;>yed by the air­
!~~~f<!!t Discovery of guns #3, 4 and 5 followed in quick succe~sion as the 
IS;rfe~p::·lt.§:~,, ~.ow.pleted • 
. ·: . .At appro~t.~ly 1430, the re!1k1.inder of Com!':lnY B Wci.S lif~ed into the LZ. 
With tho exception of sc;>rne automatic weapons fire at the air.cra'.ft, ··this li!t 
was· carried out without major incident. On the ground, the 1st pla~oon put 
down a base of fire to the north. Enemy fire ceased as the aircraft· departed. 
The perimeter was then reorganized and captured enemy equipment and ~ear were 
consolidated at the company CP. 

Company B then began a sweep to the north to clear the area and obtain a 
body count. The initial count totaled ten. Sweep elements then mo~ out 
some 150 meters and returned; however, upon return, sniper fire agaip came 
from a bunker position at the north end of the LZ. Because the sweep ele­
ments of the 1st and 2d platoons were mixed, a consolidated squad attacked 
the bunker with gtoenades. Two NVA were KIA and two were captured. Both PC1N's 
were returned to the brigade CP. Because of this action, another sweep was 
generated. This sweep likewise received sniper fire from the NW. Snipers 
accounted for two friendly WIA. The 3d platoon maneuvered against the snipers, 
later determined to number two, and suffered one KIA and seven rliA, including 
the platoon leader who later in the day died of wounds. The snipers, both 
excellent marksmen, were firing one semiautomatic and one automatic weapon 
from positions concealed behind trees. Both were killed by ~79 and M-60 MG 
fire. 

At approximately 1630, the seriously wounded were lifted out by the 
brigade CG's helicopter. Prior to this, two DUSTOFF ships had been driven 
off by enemy fire. One of these .had received several hits. Additional 
wounded subsequently were lifted out without incident by two 52d Avn Bn gun­
ships. 'The enemy was believed to have withdrawn. Resupply was requ~sted. 
InforiMtion was then received that Company A, 1st Bn, 35th Inf, woul~ be 
lifted into the LZ as a reinforcing element and would be placed under ~PCON 
of the 2/35 Inf. The 2/35 Inf Executive Officer (Major Wallace S Tyson) was 
lifted into the LZ to cor.una.nd the two company task force and to accomplish 
the mission of holding the LZ on the night of 28 Ma.y 1966. Company A, 1/35 
Inf, corrananded by CP.ptain Anthony Bisantz, was lii'ted in at 1700. To assist 
in the landing, B 2/35 Inf put down a base of fire. No enemy fire was ob­
served. The perimeter promptly was reorganized with A 1/35 Inf taking the 
western sector and B 2/35th Inf the eastern sector. Positions were prepared. 
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At approximately 1800, the Compcny A, i/35 Inf, 81rnm mortar section was 

i.ifted into the LZ along with one 4,2i1mortar from the 2/35 Inf iO?mm Cannon 
Platoon. Total mortars available thus consisted of two 8lmm of B 2/35 Inf, 
two 81 mm of A 1/35 Inf, one 107mm of HQ 2/35 Inf and one 107mm of HQ 1/35 
Inf, All were loc2.ted on an "island" (the LZ W.<'l.S essentially a swanp) in 
the northeastern sector of the LZ. By 2000, all DEFCONS had been fired and 
ammunition and ration resupply had arrived. LPs were put out and all was 
quiet. 

At OliO, 29 May 1966, the task force was attacked along a 400 meter 
front confined to the north side of the LZ. The main attack appeared to be 
in a ~4j tCl t-.:::-: direction with n secondary attack driving NE to SW. The attack, 
which e;;pe.'C.r,.1'1 to come in waves, lasted until 0300 ~ wrts followed there­
after by sporadic fire until 04301t During the attack:, DEFCONS were fired by 
all aved.:abJ..:3 indi:rect fi:a.•e weapons. Organic 8lmm mortars fired almost all 
of their ammunition (200 rds), some as close as 25 meters to friendly posi~ 
tions. This mortar fire was extremely effective and is thought to have pre­
vented a p~;::;~i.h:Le breakthrough. Frien~y task force, cc.;sualties were one KIA 
and ni.:."J.e ~JE. · 

At 07'YJ, 29 M..<ty 1966; the task foflce conducted local sweeps fifty meters 
out, one plat.•:on <>.t ti. t:L;:ei In the ,:i.mhiediate areaj some 30-40 NvA ·bOdies . 
were found. Later A l/35 Int eonducted a mo~e extertsive ~a~p ~Hile D 2/35 
InfJ how at reduced strength secur~tl the perimetet, 

UpOn return of th~ &Aeep (apptoximately 0830), sniper fire again became 
frequentJ ih fact, B 2/35 In! ~Uffered its greatest number of casualties 
from Bni~r attacksi Mtieh of the sniper fire was directed at the mortar posi­
t:ibttSJ s.lthm.1.g_~ it is felt that the primnry reason for the enem;v•s return was 
to fire on in;:omi..'rlg aircraft. These snipers also usedi automatic weapons. 
From 0830 to 1200, sniper fire was so intense th~t p~r~onnel on the northern 
and eastern portions of the LZ effectively were pinnecr down. Armed heli­
copters were called to suppress the fire (causing 8~ fire on sniper posi­
tions to cease). Again because of the close proximi~y of friendly positions 
plus the heavy foliage density, the gunships were ineffective. An airborne 
FAC was contacted.. He spotted an automatic weapon position at the enst end 
of 'the LZ. FJ.'iendly l.i,.i.es were marked with smoke a.J1d two AlE •s made two 
successful r;~;1s. '!'he th~;..!'d run consisted of an nccidental napalm attack on 
the CP of B 2/35 'nf. Results of this unfortunate incident were six WIA, all -
of whom later had to be evacuated. Two successful napalm runs follot-red, 
after which the FAC aircraft again hosed down the periphery of the LZ with 
heavy bombing a.."J.d cannonading. 

At approximately 1400 29 May 1966, C l/35 Inf arrived.by helicopter. 
The·companies on the ground assisted by moving the northern edge of the LZ 
and .laying down a 'base of fire to the N and NE. B 2/35 Inf and A 1/.35 Inf 
then secured the northern portion of the LZ and C l/35 secured the southern 
portion. This reinforcement caused the snipers to withdraw. At 1800, 1/.35 
lnf (-) closed and command in the LZ passed to CO, 1/3 5 Inf. 

In the interim, resupply was effected. At 1600, sweeps began again. 
The goal. was to push the perimeter out 150 meters in order to provide more 
adequate LZ security. Again snipers were encountered, with B 2/35 Inf taking 
the remainder of its casualties~ During the perimeter expansion and the re­
sUpply activity, enemy 82mm mortar fire was received in Md around the LZ. 
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Light casualties resulted (WIA only); hO\orever, gne of the resupply ships 
was damaged. Organic mortars returned fire 360 arounc4 the LZ with con­
stant shooting and tr~versing. This proved successful in quieting enemy 
mortar fire. ·, , 

By 2000 29 May 1966, the n~r. perimeter was organized and dug in. 
Thereafter, all remained quiet with'the exception of occesional probes. 

Throughout the 2 days of the Battle of lOA, the rest of the 2/35 Inf 
(-) had light to he~vy contact. The Battalion Connn<md Post was attacked 
by mortars and an unknown size NVA force but after 25 minutes on fighting, 
contact was broken by the enemy. The Reconnaissance Platoon, 2/35 Inf, 
while moving into the village of Plei Bai (YA 822388) received snipsr fire 
from the woods surrounding the village after a villager, recogl'lizing a cap­
tured NVA, pointed to the woods to indicate more NVA in the area. To avoid 
being encircled LT Brennen, the Recon platoon leader, ;led his men out of the 
village. He hll.d previously left one squad about 400 ~eters from the village 
~o provide security for the search element: This squqd averted ~ P,OSsible 
qi~~ater by routing an ambush which hnd been uhleasheq on the withdrawing 
s~arcb e~~m,ent, At this time, the search element start~ tecei~ng incoming 
mortar fi:r.e !rom several positions to the no'rth Bl)(.i n~rt,heP.st. A link up 
between the two elements was effecteli t1nd artillery erld :md:rtnr fire were 
oalled in to the ambush' site. _!}unships. and figrt~llr Utt~rd.tt ftom the USAF 
were requested with the gunships on statich tirst. The gunships raked the 
area until their ammunition .\tt\! expended and then two of the ships came in · 
to extract th~ P~ anti one friendly WIA. By this time~ the FAC and USAF 
planes were on target and they were successful in destroying one mortar 
position and nuetralizing four oth~rs. By 1830 additiqnal aircraft were on 
station nnd destroyed sixteen huts and eight spider ho~es. The FAC reported 
sighting five NVA KIA. At 1836, the recon plntoon broKe contact, because 
of impending darkness, effected n link-up with element$! of Company C and 
C Company 3/4 Cav who were on the way to reinforce. j : 

During the period 17-19 June 1966, Company A, 2/35·1 Inf, conducting 
search and destroy, blocking, and ambush operations, haq mnjor contact on 
two different occnsions; both involved friendly ambushes~ and in both in­
cidents, the NVA appenred to anticipate the ambush and a.ppro~.ched cautious­
ly. 

At 1800 17 June 1966, the battalion reconnaissance platoon end elements . 
of the 1st and 3d platoon of Company A, were .set at various ambush sites 
within 400 meters of each other. At 1845. the flank man of the 1st squad, 1st 
platoon, observed 30-40 NVA approaching the squads position. The first man 
in the column was wearing a poncho and the three men following him were wear­
ing ARVN type tiger suits. The squ<\d initiated the ambush and immediately 
the NVA deployed to encircle the ambush. The remaining elenents of the US 
Forces in the area quickly deployed to the aid of the 1st squad. The recon 
platoon moved into attack in two directions; one squad mbved into a block­
ing position to the north and the other sqund manuevered westward to hit the 
rear of the NVA force. This action drove the NVA force into the blocking 
force which caused the NVA to split up into small groups which fled to the 
northeast and southe~~t. A sweep of the area resulted in the discover,y of 
nine NVA KIA. Friendly casualties (one KIA and five WIA) were evacuated. 
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On 18 June 1966, a ten mFn acbush was establi~hed by 2d platoon, 
Company A, at YA 810142. The ambush w~s placed near a point at which 
a trail crossed at stream nnd ~rhich was the sight of previous light 
contact. A waterfall we>.s located just south of the crossing site. 

At 1615, two NVA approached the ambush=from the south west and it 
was decided to let them pass. The two men went to: the stream, drew w~ter, 
and started to retrace their steps. Both NVA were KIA when it was de-
cided to spring the ambush. Almost immediately after the firing started, 
heaV,1 enemy fire was received from the southwest and the ambush became 
piim~ ~own. The ambush element manuevered,into position and heavy fire 
~as plac~ at, thlit- ef1etny• A ~all for reinforcement;s. was received by the 
P.~a:tbon leader add lie colll:o~teq 28 perSdnnel to move .to ~he point of con­
tMt t. LT Ray, the pilito~n 1eMer; upoh arfi ving ,at the, point of contact, 
sp~t his force into two groUfji:s'J .o~e to the south and one to the northeast. 
~h~~tieavy volume of fire produced ft'oin. thi~,group aceounted for 5:NVA KIA 
anq caused the ene.lcy' to break contact. Returnirig td reorganize at the point 
~r· contact, LT Ray 1s platoon n.gain came under intfil'l~e d.~e; In the short 
fire fight that ensued, the platoon leader was woupdd in both legs·; He 
directed that he and the other seriously wounded ~rsoMel be e~acuated to 
the nearest LZ. Enroute to tne LZ, the patrol wa~ plagued by ii'tte~~t~nt 
sniper fire. After evacuating the wounded, the p~atoon under the lead~~~ 
ship of the platoon sergeant, effected a link-up With the 3d platoon, Com­
pany A, closing into a night location at 2300. A search by the two platoons 
the following morning revealed nine NVA KIA with an indication that more KIA 
were removed despite the heavy H & I firing by th~ artillery. 

On 20 June 1966, Company A, while conducting·: n sea:rch and destroy opera­
tion in the area of the previous day's contact, ~e contact with and killed 
two NVA. Later in the afternoon, an OP of Company A sighted seven NVA and 
took them under fire. Two NVA were KIA. The 2/3~ Inf Recon Platoon in the 
area of the OP discovered another eleven NVA and ~ngaged them, killing eight. 

At 1435, Company A (-) again m,'lde contact at coordinates YA 786126 with 
an estiniated thirty to forty NVA in prepared posit-ions. Company A's initial 
fire power plus the input of consider~ble artillety, while undoubtedly 
damaging to the NVA, was insufficient to cnuse them to vacate their positions. 
Thick vegetation and accurate enemy fire prevente~ a good flanking motion by 
the company. In addition, two friendly casualtiep, believed to be KIA, could 
not be extracted because of the accurate fire plaped around the two bodies. 
At 1805, with darkness approaching, Company A wa,~direoted to break contact 
under cover of an airstrike and set up a defensi ~ perimeter to the east at 
LZ 27E. The next morning the company moved back to the. point of contact, 
recovered the two MIA, who had been buried by the NVA, and discovered fifteen 
NVA KIA. 

On 30 July 1966, Companies B and C executed a heliborne assault, Company 
C into LZ 2SA. and Company B into ZA 046125. The battalion 107mm. cannon pla­
toon was moved from LZ 36I to the battalion CP at LZ 36J. Elements of the 
battalion reconnaissance platoon and Company A made contact with small NVA 
elements at YA 969056 and YA 959068. Two NVA were killed and an estimated 
three NVA wounded. There were no fri.endly casualties. 

On 31 July 1966 Companies A and C continued to search for trails in zone 
and establish ambushes thereon. Company A (-) returned to the ta.~:ea. of' the 
29-30 Jul 66 contact, arriving at YA 968074 at approximately 1100. Noting a 
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a suspicious thicket ahead, C~pt McDonohgh halted his force (consisting of 
the 1st and 3d platoons) and di:t"ected Lt Steltman, platoon leader of the 
lead (1st) platoon either to adjust indirect fire on the thicket or to dis­
patch a s1nall recotmai~sance party. Lt Steltman chose the. latter. A re­
inforced squad was sent out • The squad in turn put out a point man. In 
perhaps ten minutes, the point man detected three NVA and took th~ under 
fire; Ofle lf/9 .round til~ .ti:red. Following the 1-f/9 i'ol1tld., .a NVA MGbegan fir­
ing, Lt Sieltmab begart_moving the remainder of tpe ist pl4todn forward to 
assist the squad in dOtl~~ct~ In the ml:!antimeJ the .forward. squad detected 
another five NVA moving SW1 A Hot fire fight detteloped' CiiPt McDonough moved 
forward to contact Lt SteHtnall and ttJ develop a.ti estimate of the situation •. 
Since the heaviest fire at this tilne was coming £rom the we'st, Capt McDonough 
maneuvered the 3d platoon, comm..'l.rlded by .tt Tt§.ga'.lds1 in .that dit'ectidri, The 
vegetation in the area near the trail was :r~i~ti vtily openj howe~:f4J west of 
the trail the vegetation featured tall bamboo and dirfieul~thicket,. This 
terrain condition prevailed all the way west to ths tA DRAm Ri vef<a ~he 3d 
platoon came under fire in this thicket. An artillery smoke e.djuetffietit round 
landed practically on top of an enemy MG position area. Ve~ ~u!~kiy the 
;,.moke diffused through the thicket and reduced visibility almost· to tltto· 
~QS;ier these visibility conditions~ the enemy in that area broke contac • In 
1;fl~~IE~~time, Lt Steltman continued to maneuver_ to the east of the 3d platoon. 
~f:P,~~~t the actions just described, artillery; . Slmm and· 4,211 JPOrtar fire 
}l'e.f,e. brought into the area in quantity. This indirect fire initia.lly was 
P.t~~ed':loi'lg. to the NNE and thereafter was moved SSW int~ the scene of action. 
Zone type flre was employed. \'Jhen at length the indirept fire was lifted, 
Capt McDonough's force swept and searched the area. One NVA KIA'was found, 
also four extremely heavy blood trails. Enemy holes were found in the banks 
of the strea.ni. (Bn connna.&"lders comment: Of interest isi the fact that CompanY 
:A'was engaged across a frontage of at least 200 metersol Capt McDonough per­
sonally identifi~d the presence· of three l«:t 's. The men of the 1st platoon 
claim to have seen twenty enemy, an unusually high number physically to sight 
and thus leading one to the conclusion that two or three t~s that number 
quite possibly managed to escape detection; plus there rem4ins that portion 
of·the ene~ force engaged by the 3d platoon). ~ 

Following the search, the 3d platoon was ordered to cqnduct a counter­
clockwise sweep of the scene of action. Meanwhile, the ls~ platoon collected .· 
the friendly casualties (1 KIA, 6 WL\) and dispatched an element to recon­
noiter for a medevac LZ. By the time the 3d platoon had c9_mpleted its sweep, 
the 1st platoon LZ reconnaissance group also had returned. ; The 1st platoon 
then secured the area while the 3d platoon (-) repaired to the LZ and im­
proved it as necessary. The 1st squad, 3d platoon, meanwhile was sent a 
short distance north along the trail as an additional security measure ••••• 
time: 1240. Personnel of the 1st platoon and several members of the com­
pany command group carried the casualties to the LZ. DUSTOFF aircraft 
negotiated the improved LZ and completed the medevac. 

The 3d platoon moved out to the NNE prior to the completion of the med­
evac. By 14301 the 1st platoon had caught up to the 3d platoon and Captain 
McDonough consolidated his forces at YA 97200775. Enemy sniper fire began. 
The 3d platoon replied with MGs and M79s. Lt Knutson, the artillery FO, 
called in artillery and 4.211 mortar fire. The adjustment and FFE consumed 
twenty to 25 minutes, Meanwhile, to the east at YA 9770781 a FAC had spotted 
two hooches apparently made of cut lumber. Later he assisted in the adjust­
ment of artillery fire on these hooches. Indirect fire was placed into a 
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. thicket north of YA 97200775 and associated with the intermittent stream 
there. As the artillery an~ :4.211 mortar fire was lifted from this thicket 
and shifted to the N and E, Capt McDonough moved with the 3d platoon a-
cross the stream and thicket~ The platoon emerged from the thicket into an 
open area north of the stre~. A trail junction was noted in the open area. 
The 3d platoon was sent down;the trail heading east toward the hooches. Lt 
Steltman brought forward his 1st platoon. He was instructed to investigate 
the trail to the north. Just as Lt Steltman was about to put his platoon 
in motion, the 3d platoon beg?n receiving AW (2) and sniper fire from the 
north. ·For a moment, the 3d platoon and the company command group were 
pinned down. The snipers se~med to be in trees; however, none could be de­
tected. ~he 3d platoon quickly generated a base of fire and began maneuver­
ing in the face of accurate ~nemy sniper fire. This phase lasted perhaps 
fifteen minutes. ·Numerous shell holes provided convenient cover. An enemy 
strong point appeared to be associated with a large rock outcropping NE of the 
trail junction. Capt McDono~gh quickly began maneuvering the 1st platoon a­
round to the east of the 3d platoon and into a thicket. \['he 1st platoon 
moved slowly and w:j.th caution. Gradually sniper fire from the .NE diminished. 
Meanwhile, the artiller.Y, which p~eviously had been shifte~ to the N and E, 
was quickly brought back to the SW:.. Artillery- fragments t.bre at the treetops 
over C~ptain McDonough 1~ pos~tioh tpizty meters il'l rear··ot the forward ele­
ments. Unde:r cover of ~he artillery fire, the wounded were withdrawn. Al­
t~ough the sniper fire ~shed 1 fi· t~e fa.ce o.t f~en~ly,a~i~er,y f±re; it 
dJ.d not. compl:tely cea~e~ 1 ~o add, '\iiPnal men were ¥Oui1ded 1rt tHe process of 
extractJ.ng frJ.endl~ casu~ti~s• ~ st Sergeant Perez too~ charge of the 
wounded. CF..ptdn McDonough .¥-spcit&hed. a rccotmaissance f,arty to sea.rbh for 
a medevac LZ. 7:'he wounciod w~re moved to a safe area and the 1st and 3d pla­
toons follO\'ted to make rooth +or. an air strike en station. Capt l.fcDonough, 
Lt Knutson, and a MG team frq~m the 1st platoon remained at the scene of ac­
tion ~0 as~ist in t~~~C!¢~~;ttc~. 9.~ ~he ~ st~e •. Muchi·O~Ce wa~. dropped, 
however, a:u-cra.t:t .,:Ue+ .. +e~l '~$c~d. crltiea1 ·before the 500 ,ll~unde~~ , ~ould 
be released. M~ewh.Ue, ~Jle ;;w~~~tl 'o/ere 90~e9- to a LE·· se~r~ hpn<}.~~d. 
meters ,to ~he~:~e~-;; .:'rhti . , .~~Uit~\i. :l.mP#veV!ent~ ~·A power 1:1~ ~as l!jMered 
in~ The tM tiiiic~ ~as.~~ ~<la.. atlejitkb1e ~d l'Hendly ci6.sba1t:l~!s (~ I{:tA arid 
9 WIA) ~e~e ev!buat'd b~ Hb~~Pha~ arohrid i145. 

bnce the air strike was ~ompleted, Capt, McDonough started action to 
get artillery fire back into the area; however, a psywar ship appeared over 
the scene of action and requested permission to get into the act. Per­
mission was granted. Company A set out to retum to its base at LZ 36J. 
Following the psywar spiel, another airstrike was brought into the area. 

· This final air effort, which started at approximately 1815, completed the 
action. H&I fires were programmed into the scene of action in order to 
deny the enemy an easy battlefield police situation. (Bn crndrs comment: 
This second contact demonstrates again the deadly effectiveness of snipers. 
Captain McDonough performed precisely as instructed, i.e., used available 
support weaponry and maneuvered slowly and with great care. The late hour 
prevented a search of the scene of action to evaluate the effectiveness of 
the air and artillery efforts). 

1 3 



... .. .. 

NVA Losses during OPERATION PAUL REVERE I were as followsr 

PERSONNEL 

KIA BC. . . . • • ~ ' . • ~ • • • • • • • ~ • .216 
KIA (poss) • • . • J • • . • • . • • ' • • • .276 
WIA BC~ • • • • • . ' • • • . . • . • I ' . ' • 57 
WL\ (poss), • • • ' J • • • • • • • ~ • ' • .337 
CIA, • • .. • • ; • • i • • • • • ' ' • . • .. 23 
CIA (suspects) • • • " . • • • . • " • . • • . • 58 

12•7 AA Machine Quns ....... • • • •••••• 5 
Heavy Machine Guns ••• , • • .. • • • • • • • , .2 
Light Machine Guns. • • • • , , .. • • • • • • • • 6 
AK-47 Assault Rifles ... ., ••• ,. • • • • •• • 3.1 
SKS Rifles ........ " " " ............ 5 
Pistols. • • ,. • • • • " ,. • • • , • • ,. • • • .2 
Anti-tank Weapon. ,. • • • • • ,. .. • • • • • • • .1 

AMMUNITION 

821ll!l. Mortar-. • • • • • • , • • • 
Assorted Small Arms Ammunit+on. • 

MISCELlANEOUS EQUIPMENT 

• • 
• • 

• •• ·• • 55rds 
.QUantity not recorded~ 

Radios. • • ·• • • • • • ., .• • • • • ,. .. • -. • • -.2ea 
Telephones. • ·• • • • • • • • .. • • • ,. • • • • .• 2ea 
Packs. • • •••••••• ~ • ,. ••••••• lOOea 
Documents and Medical Suppli~s ••••• Quantity not recorded • 
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OPERATION PAUL REVERE II 

1 August 66 - 25 August 66 

August 1, 1966 found the 2/35 Intantry entering phase II of OPERATION 
PAUL REVERE. On this date Compan:r C conducted a helibome aaaault in to 
LZ29X without enemy contact. Compan;r A, 2/35 INF was rested and reorganizeci 
after he&'¥7 contact on 31 Ju1y 1966. 2/35 INI' · (-) continued seuch ~d des­
tro;r, ambush, and blocking positions in AO. 

On August 2, 1966, Compan;r A was given the mission of returning to the 
31 July 66 scene of action. Rather than approach from the southwest, Captain 
McDonough was directed to move due east of LZJ6J (YA973053) until he crossed 
a north-south trail that previouel;r had been detected b;r airborne visual re­
connaissance. Once astride this trail, Captain McDonough was to proceed north 
following and mapping the trail and its major offshoots, it Bey". In this fash­
ion he was to proceed north of the OS east~west grid line, turn west, and come 
into the 31 Jul;r 66 scene of action from the northwest. The area of contact 
would then be thc.rcughl;r searched. Inherent in the assigned task was a con­
current search and destro:r mission. 

At 0755 on 2 Aug 66, a composite. force consisting of the 3d Platoon, 
Compan;r A, and the attached battalion reconnaissance platoon, departed LZ 
J6J (YA97305J). The force was commanded by Captain James M. McDonough, CO, 
Company A. The reconnaissance platoon was given the mission ot providing 
the point. Since there were no trails running east from LZJ6J ~ Lt Brennan, 
the reconnaissance platoon leader~ -selected ·-a. route to the SSE. 'l'h}:s. route 
was selected because it ~voided a hill idss and som~-~t.r-~hick vegetation. 

At 0931 a north-south trail was· di&¢O"tet'ed and the. pbint el-el'lt of the 
reconnaissance platoon sighted one ~A a\ tA9880'2' This ~A soldier was 
engaged with t-ea\iltll \ibkrto~a A\ 0934, ~fu.ee N'w'A were engaged at coordinates 
YA988053. One of the three was KIA. As a precautionary measure, Capt 
McDonough instructed his art;r FO, Lt Knutson, to call fire on the area to the 
north of the previously mentioned coordinates. At 0945, the artille:ey fire 
eompleted, Company A moved northward. The trail formed a junction. Many 
toot prints indicated that a platoon or more had recently used the branch 
heading to the northeast, therefore Capt McDonough instructed Lt Brennan to 
follow that branch but to exercise extreme caution. After moving approximate~ 
400 meters, the trail turned again to the north. Two NVA were spotted in a 
tree line. Artillery fire again was called in. When completed, Company A 
swept through the area without positive results. At 1035, tw NVA were ob­
served at YA991061 and were engaged with a M-79 grenade launcher. One NVA 
soldier was killed and the other pursued for a short distance to no avail. 

Movement was continued to the north guiding on the trail. At 1125, two 
NVA were sighted and taken under fire at YA992067. Both were killed. Just 
north of this skirmish, an abandoned Montagnard village containing twenty huts 
was discovered. A detailed search indicated that the huts had been used tor 
sleeping within the past few days. At the southern edge ot the village, the 
trail turned west. Footprints still were visible. Signs showed movement in 
bOth directions and indicated ve:ey recent use. 

Captain McDonough instructed his 3d platoon leader, Lt Tragakis, to re­
main behind with his platoon and destro:r the village. The compan;r command 
group and reconnaissance platoon would continue to follow the trail. Lt 
Tragakis was further instructed that he would rejoin Capt McDonough upon ·the 
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completion of the village destruction mission. After approximately 200 meters, 
the trail again turned north. Evidence of recent use by a large group per­
sisted. 

At 1200, the point squad observed two NVA at coordinates YA991071. Both 
were engaged by the point and both were killed. Concurrent with this action, 
fifty or more NVA were observed running on the flank. The enemy appeared to 
have been caught totally off guard. The reconnaissance platoon immediately en­
gaged the NVA force. _Both reconnaissance platoon flank security elem~nts ob­
served NVA to their flanks firing: automatic weapons. Clearly the NVA were 
reacting rapidly and were moving to surround the friendly forces. 

Capt McDonough ordered the Jd platoon to the scene of action. Lt Tragakis 
had heard the firing and already-had started to move. The left flank element 
of the reconnaissance platoon wa~ pinned down by automatid weapons fire. In 
an attempt to maneuver against the ene!I\Y' machinegun position1 Sgt Munoz, SP4 
Gardner, and SP4 Trueluck were killed almost immedidtely• SP4 Ledebur, the 
fourth member of the maneuver gr<;\up, was wo\mded in both legs. 

Pvt Sanderson, the reconnai~ance platoon medid 1 quickly ran to the aid 
of SP4 Ledebur. In the process, P.vt Sanderson was wounded three times, SP4 
Ledebur was killed as the result of an additional head ~und4 A base of fire 
was provided for Pvt Sanderson and he was able to return to the platoon posi-
tion. : 

A three man enemy machinegun,team was observed moving into position on 
the high ground to the north, SSv Dean, the acting reconnaissance platoon 
sergeant, took the team under fir' and killed all three. 

As the 3d platoon maneuvered'to assist the reconnaissance platoon, they 
were engaged by a small force; however, they were able to break through and 
closed in with the reconnaissance platoon at approximately 1300. By this time, 
the NVA had maneuvered two sephrate elements to each flank. 

Captain McDonough reporte~ hi~ situation to battalion headquarters. His 
estimate was that he had enter~d .. f;.' base area and that he was in contact with 
an en~ force of at least batta~on size. As his brief report terminated, 
his estimate was confinned as a m6rtar round was heard as it fired from the 
tube. This first mortar roundi hit to the left flank. Both flank elements 
were heavily engaged at this time. Three more mortar rounds were fired and 
traced a path across the area from west to east. The second of the three 
rounds hit on the trail between Lt Brennan and Captain McDonough. Captain 
McDonough was wounded by fragments. Moments later a machinegun firing in 
his direction hit him in the chest. Capt McDonough died within seconds. 

1st Sgt Perez moved quickly and spontaneously to the aid of Captain Mc­
Donough only to be killed instantly by a third mortar round. This group of 
three mortar rounds caused more than twenty casualties, including Lt Brennan 
and SSG Dean. 

Lt Brennan immediately took command, made a quick estimate of the sit­
uation, and determined that he had too many wounded to attempt to break con­
tact. He then instructed Lt Tragakis to strengthen the perimeter using all 
available personnel, including the wounded who could still function. At this 
time, the US Force was completely encircled. Because o! the thick terrain, 
Lt Brennan could not readily dete~e his exact location. 

The artillery FO, Lt Knutson, called for smoke rounds; however, during 
the adjustment a FAC appeared on the scene with two A1Es on station. By this 
t~e, the perimeter was firmly established and the dead and wounded had been 
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gathered into a central location. Enemy fire still was so intense that dig­
ging of positions was hazardous (had to be done from the prone position) and 
clearing of a LZ to extract the wounded was impossible. 

The perimeter was marked with mook~ and the A 1Es dropped "mini-bombs" all 
around the perimeter. Prior to ~hill ali signs indicated that the ene~ had 
regrouped for a large scale coordinated attack against the perimeter. Yelling, 
screaming, and whistle blowing was b~etdt Some ot the NVA were heard to yell 
in English 11 1st Cav11 and "Lt Bt'EtMan,lf (It j,.s beUet~d that Lt Brennan's name 
was picked up from 'WOunded pt:t'ionnel .,'ko called fol- him on several occasions). 

Before the A1Es made their ·bomb rtin1 enemy tttiops were observed rising 
to the standing position, a clear irtdi~ation of ~etldirtg attack. At this 
instant, a second mortar attack''o.f tweive rounds .tell alohg. the trail. An 
undetermined number of casualties were caused by these rounds. 

The bomb run by the A 1Es broke up the mortar attaek and in a.~ probability 
aborted a mass attack by the eneicy' at this time. On completion of the A 1E 
ordance 1 two gun ships arrived on the scene. Smoke was used to. tna%'k the friend­
ly positions, after which the gun ships worked over the east and west flanks. 
. Upon completion of the gun ship activft:,t) A \te tretie agaih <"~ station' . They 
laced the area to the south, Utlti1 the ae4chd ai~ strike) ehemt fi~e was· still 
being received; however, upon completion of the air strike to the_ south, en~ 
fire ceased. It was thought that the enell\Y' had broken contact. Preparation 
of a LZ was started at this time. Jt.s the LZ preparation heared completion, 
en9ll\Y' automatic weapons again opened fire. Three more mertar rounds fell. Worlc 
was discontinued on the LZ and personnel were directed to return to their de­
fensive positions. 

A machine gun team from the reconnaissance platoon observed thirty NVA in 
the draw to the left flank. As the group came into range, it was taken under 
·fire and ten NVA were KIA. The remaining twenty q,P.ckly clispersed. One Soviet 
IMG ( 7· .. 62) 1 one IMG ( 7. 62), six AK 4 7' s 1 and three SKS' s were captured in this 
action. 

Work again was resumed on the LZ. During this period, sporadic firing 
continued. Upon completion of the LZ, a DUSTOFF aircraft attempted to come in 
to extract wounded. The DUSTOFF aircraft was fired upon, therefore Lt Brennan 
instructed the pilot to leave the area. 

Because of the large expenditure of ammunition and the need for materials 
to improve the small LZ, a resupp:cy mission was attempted at 1700. As the re• 
supply aircraft came into the area, Lt Brennan popped smoke; however, the pilot 
indentified the wrong color. It is presumed that the NVA were using smoke to 
lure the aircraft into their area. The resupp:cy aircraft flew over the LZ and 
attempted to push the supp:cy items out. This effort was a total failure in 
that all items landed outside the perimeter and either were broken open and 
scattered or were damaged as a result of hitting the ground~ This attempt to 
resupp:cy apparently caused a flurry of activity by the enemy. A fire fight 
which la~ted for 45 minutes developed. 

As soon as the fire fight slowed down, teams were sent out in an attempt 
to recover the supplies. The only items the recovery teams retrieved were a 
few blocks of C4, one broken chain saw, and-one case of smoke grenades. 

Because of the relative quiet that prevailed at this time, Lt Brennan led 
a six man group outside the perimeter· in an attempt to-recover the reconnais­
sance platoon flank security group which had been killed earlier. The attempt 
failed because the NVA had tho bodies .·covered with a MG; however, the NVA like­
wise were prevented access to the bodies and equipment as Lt Brennan placed one 
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. ot h1li mat!hirle. gUHJ it1 .poS!tidt1 to roil a.rit WA attemptS6 In the meantinle, 
work oh th~ petimet~~ ~etehsive ~o~itiohsJ oh protective holes for the woUnd-

edJ ~~o~;~h!tt;r eittt~~~ ~p~ift~~~ tr.· t b~pt' s.:Lfi ¥&b:h~~sh.' s f~~c~ was in 
contact ~th a larg& ehemy uhiti b~ttai ok hea ~u~t~~s beg~~effo~s to pon­
stitute a relief force. Compahie~ Bah dj bb h.dti~iot~d ~~~the no~h in 
blocking positions, were directed to assemble hrtd ~~ep~~e t~ ~e 11rted by heli­
copter to LZ36J. Both units assembled in good ordEir, ~ontit:di~ed movement, and 
closed into IZ36J, Company B·· at 1603 and Company C at 1602. Compahf C 1 cdm­
manded by Captain Robert L. Ord III, was directed to move overland to effect 
relief. Captain Charles A. Murray, newly designated commander of Company A, 
accompanied the relief force. Company C departed LZ36J at 1615. At 1830, lead 
elements made link-up without major incident. On arrival at the scene of action, 
Captain Ord made a hasty estimate of the situation and decided to defend the 
perinleter with personnel of Company C only. Personnel ·or Company A and the 
reconnaissance platoon who still were functioning were given the mission of 
establishing an inner perimeter, protecting and pe~aring positions for the 
wounded. ·As personnel from Company C moved into the pei-imeter, automatic weap­
ons fire was received from the north. When fire was returned, eneey fire would 
cease, then pick up again when friendly fire stopped. 

At 1900, Captain Ord learned of the fact that there were four casualties 
from the reconnaissance platoon outside the perimeter. Lt Davis, Platoon Leader, 
1st Platoon, Company C, was directed to send out a four man team, plus a guide 
from the reconnaissance platoon, to attempt recovery of the bodies before night­
fall. Unknown to Captain Ord, Lt Davis took out the group himself. Only ten 
meterw out, sniper fire wounded the point man, Pfc Petit. Sniper fire was so . 
intense that repeated attempts to rescue Pfc Petit were driven back. The re- · 
covery group returned to the perimeter under covering fire, which was later 
discovered to have killed the sniper. There were now five casualties outside· 
the perimeter. Captain Ord decided it was not· worth sacrificing more men in 
recovery attempts. Later, a medic, Pfc Doolin, crawled out and brought back 
Pfc Petit, who died later that night. 

At 1945, because of the improved condition of the LZ (A seven man engineer 
squad had been attached to Company c. From arrival1 this squad worked on the 
LZ and had improved it to the point that it easily could accept one aircraft) 
and the strengthened perimeter, Captain Ord attempted to get DUSTOFF into the . 
area to extract the more seriously wounded. As the DUSTOFF aircraft came on 
short final and almost to a hover, an eneiey" light machinegun ~egan firing. It 
was later learned that the pilot and door gunner had been wounded. The a.ircrart 
immediately withdrew as Company C troops put down a heavy base of fire to cover 
the departure. By this time, darkness as well as enemy activity precluded fur­
ther attempts by DUSTOFF aircraft. 

At 2000, four mortar rounds fell within the perimeter. It is believed the 
distribution was one round of 60mm. and three of 82mm. This mortar attack caused 
the following casualties in Company c •..... from the one 60mm round, two WIA; 
from the three 82mm. rounds, two KIA (including Lt Davis) and sixteen WIA. These 
rounds landed on the perimeter positions. Lt Davis was killed in the process of 
checking his portion of the line. The battalion reconnaissance pla~oon and the 
3d P.~t<?9~~~:POXI1fl~-~-~l::~f!l:!'~d no casua~ties since they were occupting positions 
~p. 'em. ~~t ~~~~~~~- @-~: praVl.OUSly mentJ.oned. The relatively hea~ number . of '•., 
casualties. ;!~\Y-t.~~- f~m t~s ~rtar attack i~ explained by the fB.Ft that the 
~~.-Of Cozn.Baw: C were establJ.shJ.ng the new perJ.meter and had not yet had ade­
q~t,,a.;11~~~:~o finish .~~r .. P9Sitions. Concurrently with the start of the mortar 
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attack,. enemy smalL arms were fired into the perimeter from :the N and NE. Again 
enemy fire immediately ceased when a lal'ge bolume of fire was returned. Artil­
lecy fire was adjusted into the area in which tho enemy mortar was believed to 
be positioned. As the artillery rounds landed, a secondary explosion was heard. 
Work began again on improving positions. At 2130, an alarm was given that mor­
tar rounds again were incoming. Personnel dived for their positions, however, 
the rounds landed outside the northeastern. corner of the perimeter. There were 
no casualties from this mortar attack. Countermortar artillery fire again was 
brdught in, after Which work resumed on the defensive positions. 

· ··· At 2145, two NVA approached the perimeter from the north-northeast~ It ap­
peared. that t.hey did not realize they were approe.ching the perimeter. The lead 
incliVidU!1 carried a light machinegun on his shoulder and an AK 47 in his hand. 
'the s~~tul ~. did not have a weapon. SSG Pasowicz, a squad leader of the 1st 
~latodhJ ~ompany C, pennitted the t'Wtl NVA to get within tw meters of his posi­
t:i.C?nJ .theh h,al.ted· them in Englis~. ~egardless of whether th~y w:ders~ood En:-: 
gii~b; t~ NVA halted, answered 1n V1etnamese, and SSG PasoW1cz ~ed1ately re­
plied With ail autoUJ$.t~c burst o:r fifteen rounds !rom his M16. The remaining 
i'out' tounds were expencfecf on .the second NVA who turned, took a step, and fell. 
The second body \ltas not !dUnd at daylight. 

At appro~teiy 2220, the eneri\v began saunt\ing whistles, bugles, and 
screaming in ~telligible. fa!hitlt'h d_a,P.till Ctrd.1 atmeluding that a major as­
eault was imninent, called J.n repeated artillery·FFE on the area from which tte 
greatest volume of screaming seemed to be coming. These repeated artillery d b­
bings caused the 1"wa.r dance" to cease. Apparently the artillery was on targe • 
Captain Ord estimated that preparations for a ~jor assault again had been dis­
rupted. Thereafter, Captain Ord devoted attention to the task of bringing in 
continuous artillery and mortar fire plus the fire support ordnance provided by 
USAF. The artillery FO attached to Company c, Lt Zschoche, adjusted DEFCONS 
around the perimeter. Extensive H&I fires were planned and placed throughout 
the area for the entire night. Lt Knutson, the artillery FO who had been ac­
companying Captain MCUonough's force, although wounded earlier in the action, 
assisted in the fire planning and adjusted the fires of another artillery bat­
tery. 

·At 2400, one US4F AC 47 (Puff the Magic Dragon) fired its entire load 
around the perimeter, followed at 0200, by an•airstrike of two A1Es dropping 
napalm, CBUs, .and finally strafing with 20mm '~ons. This latter airstrike 
was conducted under very adverse weather cond~tions. The ceiling was extremely. 
low and the pilots were further hampered by f~equent rain showers. A single 
flaehlight was used initially to identify the $riendly perimeter to the FAC. 
Air support strikes were extremely well execut~'d. All pilots involved. display-
ed magnificent skill, courage, and perseverance. \ 

During the remainder of the night, the perimeter received sporadic auto- \. 
matic weapons fire and t-wo relatively light probes. At daylight, sweeps were 
pushed out 25, 50 and finally 75 meters. The bodies of the four men from the 
reconnaissance platoon were found undisturbed. \ Tho NVA KIA body count in the 
imnediate area was completed. During the sweep~, contact was made on two oc­
casions, each with one NVA. The first contact WaS made from a distance o:r 75 
meters. The NVA was not armed. He carried only 'a pack or case. It is assumed 
that he was a medic or else simply was policing tl'l~ battlefield. He was not hit 
by friendly fire and he su~cessi'ully evaded capture. The second ccintaot was 
made in precisely the same manner, again without positive results. 
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Early morning weather conditions on 3 Aug 66 precluded aerial medevac, 
· however, at approximately 1200 DUSTOFF moved into the LZ, landed~ and loaded 

two WIA. While loading the third WIA, firing broke out to the south• Two 
positions on the perimeter engaged a six man'NVA force. The DUSTOFF ship im­
mediately withdrew, receiving severai hits on lift-off. 

Meanwhile, Company C, 1st Bn, 7th Cav, 1st Air Cav Di v, which ha.d begun 
moving shortly after first light, was pushing toward the scene of action from 
the south. At 1230, link up was made With Ca~tain Ord' s elements. The zoemain,;.. 
der of the 1st Bn, 7t~ Cav, followed. : 
· At 1335, .detailed 8Weeps of the area were completed and the entire 1/7 Cav 
had ci~setl, IDo~ant dj i/7 Ca~J kilied t~ a~sd NVA during th~ ~eep• The . 
entire area was secured and DUSTOFF and resuppit airctaft wete able to get into 
the area without incident. ; 

The first aircraft to arrive brought in a· volunteer physician (D~. Rebel') 
from the brigade clearing company. He immediately administered needed aid to 
the seriously wounded. His selfless and courageous act brought quality medical 
attention to several of the seriously wounded and undoubtedly was instrumental 
in saving the life of one if not several individuals. 

Upon completion of thP. evacuation of the ~ounded1 the remnants of Company 
A and the battalion reco:n:- F:;.::.sance platoon were J.ifted to I.Z36J. Company C then 
conducted· a more extensiv-:: ;;;·,Teep to the northeast, discovered a battalion size 
base camp, and counted an additional fourteen dead NVA. Company C returned to 
I.Z36J at 1700, having had no contact along the r~turn route. 

Following an eighteen d~ period of little ~ light contact in the battal­
ion AO, the 3d Platoon, ~.-:,.•:p<'..ny c, moving west along a trace south of, but-. paral­
lel to Highway 19, m•1.:k , .. ~·~:~act. with an esti.Jr~~.t'.~a NVA platoon at YA740227. The 
enemy force, locate·1

. :::G:.·i~''· of the highway, rr.a:~·.:· .. ·.~r:.4ed an element south across 
the road east cf th·:. ::-·::,.,_:: of the 3d platoon. '.:':,:L: llk'Uleuver force in turn was 
taken under fire by Oo:q>~.r.:J C (-) which was fcJ.lo-;.;:l...~.,g at some distance behind 
the 3d platoon. The en~n;;:- force quickly with-irew to the north of the road. 
After artillery and mortar fire had been called tn, the company, 'Which had con­
solidated on the south side of the highway, att~pted to move, by fire and ma­
neuver., across the road. However., heavy and acc'I;U'ate sniper fire thwarted at­
tempts. Attempts to silence this fire by airstrikes of napalm, 500 pound bombs, 
and 20mm cannon, failed. :Lt was decided to brlJ:lg a. tank/infantry team (B 1/69 
Arm (-) !'lus the 1st 'PlA;':.-,)n, Company A) from t~e 2/35 INF. At 1715, the attack_ 
by this team began, wi·~iJ t.be infantry platoon dismounting about fifty meters 
north of Highway 19 and. :>wept west while the t~s continued to move and fire 
into the enemy positions. After the initial as4ault by the tank/infantry team, 
an air srtike was again called in. Following t~is last air strike, the infantry 
conducted a thorough sweep of the area and founcll. seven NVA KIA. Company C suf­
fered on KIA and two WI.:\ :~1:::-ing the encounter. 

Se;:>.~::::i: end destroy rr::; . .3sions were conducted by elements of 2/35 INF during 
the final ::<:.js of OPERATION PAUL REVERE II. The only significant contact in 
these few days occurred on 21 August 66. wneh 1st ;Platoon, Company A, establish­
ed an ambush at YA748226. A force of forty NVA ~pproached the ambush from the 
west southwest and passed between the rear security and the ambush. 1Lt Stelt­
man, the platoon leader, turned the ambush around and waited. When the major 
portion o~ the force, walking in double column along the front of the ambush, 
entered t.:.::e killing zone, Lt Steltman triggered the ambush. The resultant fire­
fight lnsted five minutes and resulted in seven NVA KIA and nine NVA WIA. The 
platoon suffered one WIA. Because of poor communications, Lt Steltman vacated 
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.the ambush site and rettll-neci to the company CP. Heavy H&I fires were piaeed 
in the area of C!ohta~t. to hinder eherey battlefield police. The next mornihg, 
ComPany A conducted a first lfght ·search of the area and found that all bodies 
had been removed. aldod trails led to the s~uth• 

OPERATION PAUL REVERE II was as successful as PAUL REVERE I. 2/'J5 INF 
continued to infli~t hea~ dasUalties on the North Vietnamese Units in the AO. 

Enerq lo~ses fol' PAUL REVERE II were: 
'' 
PER§ONNEL 

KIA (BC) - - - - - - - - - :....- ~-·-- --- - -- - - -127 
KIA (Est)- - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - -133 
WIA~ - - - - -· - ·-. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 
WIA (Est)---·------------------ -140 

Total- - - - - -409 

21 



i 

I 

/ 

OPERATION PAUL REVERE III 

26 August 1966 - 17 October 1966 
' 

OPERATION PAUL REVERE III commencQd with the 2/35 Inf (-) helicopter 
lift from LZ 27K to LZ 27Y after the new location had been secured by Task 
Force Lake, which consisted of 1st pla~oon, C/3/4 Cav, and 1st and 3d pla-
toons, Company C, 2/35 Int. , 

At 1020, 27 August 1966, the poin~ man of the 1st plato~n, Company B, 
saw an estimated twenty to twenty five NVA milling about on the south side 
of hill 289, YA 817143. The NVA, noticing the point man, fil'ed at him, at 
the same .. t:iJne. the point fired back. NQ friendly casualties were taken, but 
the point:. beli~~ed he had ~t ro\lr NVA~' , ~~?~ ff~e was called in. At 
1035J,ene~ f~r~ ~~as~~· te~otar~l~ ali~~~ Brauer;, ~he ~t platoon leader,. 
re~rtsd he thougHt that the ~rt~~~',ith~t ~tt~m~tibi ~o.!break bontact or 
try:Lng to flank to the south. !1le company commander d~l:d.ti~a to md\l"e tHe J.d 
platoon to YA 825135 to establish a bl~cldng position across the trail anti. 
stream bed in that area. At 105~, the~lst platoon moved into the area to 
conduct a search only to be met by hea~ and accurate enemy sniper fire. 
Pulling back, the 1st platoon called ip an air strike and adjusted artillery 
fire into the area. A platoon of B 1/~9 Armor was put OCA 2/35 Inf and 
moved to the point of contact from the~north. After trying again to move 
through the area, the platoon w~ met ~Y heavy enemy fire. A second air 
strike was initiated on the enem;t position, followed by artillery and mortar 
fire. Si.multaneously the tanks arrived and began firing into the area. Con­
tact was broken by the enemy at nightfall and a sweep of the area produced 
two NVA KIA and two weapons CIA. l No f\lrlher contact was reported. 

During the period 28 August;l966 to 10 October 1966, the battalion had 
no signi.ficant contact. The 2/3~ Int 1as airlifted to LZ 30D after being 
relieved in place at LZ 270., onil2 SeP.tember 1966. On 3 October 1966, the 
battalion perform9d maintenance and tr&tning at the brigade rear CP area and 
served as I Field Force V reserve reaction force until 9 October 1966. 

On 10 October 1966, the battalion, reinforced by 1/A/l/69 Armor and 
3/C/3/4 Cav, moved by motor to &$signed sectors of Highway 19 and prepared to 
assume responsibility for securing the highway in zone effective 0700 
11 October 1966, and, in addition, projide convoy escorts in sector. The 
battalion performed this mission until~relieved in place by 1/10 Cav, 4th Inf 
Div, 1200 15 October 1966. In ofder te assist the i/10 Cav, which had been 
given little time to prepare for: the .ssion, the 2/35 recon platoon and a 
movement control station provided by t~e 2/35 In! TOC controlled and escorted 
convoys throughout the d~light hours kf 15 October 1966. The following ele­
ments were given escort during the penlod 0100 11 October 1966 to 1200 15 
October 1966. ·' 

DATE #CONVOlS #VEHIGtES #CONVOYS. #VEHICUS . TOI'AL TOI'AL 
~OCT} WEST WEST EAST FAST CONVOYS VEHICLES 

11 6 252 4 303 10 555 
12 4 553 4 255 8 808 
13 5 ~~ 3 174 8 467 
14 5 4 119 9 289 
15 .Ji ..m ..l _ill J.. ~ 

TOT~ 24 1439 18 '986 42 2425 · .. ;,: : . ~ 22 ; ~ 
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Upon being relieved by the 1/10 Otl.v, the 2/35 Inf (-) moved by motor 
to ZA 160575 and prepared to conduct 'search and destroy operations north­
west of PLEIKU in coordination with tHe 220th and 230th RF Companies. 
Company B moved by motor to the brigade forward CP, CATECKA, to act as a 
security force there. 

On the 16th ~q.l7th of October, the battal\on successfully closed 
OPERATION PAUL RE~kE Iii by ~Qnducting searph ~ ciVic action programs 
in the Village ot PlEI KLUNE (ZA 195587), PU:l y.m I (ZA 160564), and PLEI 
YEN II (ZA 165~78). The search of PLEI YEN I! resblted in the capture of 
an eleven man VMC squ3.d previously detected by the search force from the 
22oth RF Company. 

Enemy Losses during PAUL REVER III 

PERSONNEL 

KIA (BC) •••••• • ••••• ; i ~· •...•••..• 5 
KIA (EST) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 5 
WIA (F.ST) • • • , . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 6 
CIA • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • .13 
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PAUL REVERE IV 

18 October 1966 - 26 Dec~mbcr 1966 

Operation PAUL REVERE IV commenced '1-Tith an airmobile assault into 
LZ 503A, YA 862598, by B/2/35. 2/35 Int (-) then moved into LZ 503A ~th 
no enemy contact. As soon as the LZ wa.¥ secure, three maneuver elements, 
Task Force McDonnell. (consisting ot·theibattalion reconnaissance platoon 
and the 276th CIDG Company), A/2/35, anii C/2/35, left the· LZ to natroi. to 
their respective locations: Task Force f-!cDonnell, YA 871628; A/2/35; YA 
843597; c/2/35, YA 859576. 

On 21 October 1967, the 3d P1atoo~, Company A, !hade contact '1-rith an 
estimated 20-25 NVA in an enemy base c$IP, YA 825610. The 3d 'Platoon ob­
served two NVA who appeared to be comi~ fonrard to surrender • ·Both ha.d 
arms held u:prrard and neither was oarr,iriF a. weapon. The platoon~ remain­
ing. cautious as the two NVA approache~, :was :Lnlnediateiy taken under fire by 
at least four automatic weapons. The victous firefight which 1~sted for an 
hour resulted in in a friendly KIA and four enemy WIA. Lt lugo, the pla­
toon leader, called in indirect fire su-pport and directed in the firPs or 
an AC-47 aircraft (spooky). A search or the area, after contact "''AS broken 
by the enemy, revealed a base camp' featuring 100 foxholes, a light anti-air­
craft position with the weapon still enta.ct, and numerous caches Qf sW~.U 
arms ammunition. Heavy rains durtilg the ni¢1t "t-rashed out M,V trA-ces of the 
withdrawing enemy. ; 

On the afternoon of 23 October 1966, TF McDonnell en£~ed a 15 man 
enemy force composed of VC, VMC, and NVA. · Arter ki"!Jing one VMC, the TF 
chased the enemy into a cave compl~x, ~~ by the use of tear gas and hand 
grenades, killed another of the etlemy ~d capturec1 one NVA. • 

Early in the morning of 27 Oc~ober: 1966, the 1st platoon of Conroany B, 
·was moving north on a. tr~...il just north of the 2/35 Inf CP. The'noint saw 
two NVA enter the trail P.t YA 859597. · Both nnrties opened fire. · The·two 
NVA went down firing. Having withdrnwn south Q.round a bend in th~ trail to 
reload, the point again moved north andi found one NVA KIA.. The point then 
detected movement and was pinned down bf fire from an AK.-47. A squad of 1/B 
was placed on line and moved north after first hurling grenades. Upon re­
ceiving fire, the squad was halted and ~rta.r fire was called in on the 
enemy positio.p as an additional squad qbme on line. At this time (0830), 
the company cdmmander joined l/B with l/B. All squads of 1/B were placed on 

' line. The platoon swept north across q. field with head high brush to YA 
860600 and established a base at that location. At the same time, 3/B found 
and searched a newly made trail leading to the 2/35 CP Perimeter. The 

jSearch was conducted to the east and north (Il858595-YAS62595-YAS62600) and 

/
·was completed by 0930. At this point, the company commander and 3/B re-

' turned to the battalion CP leaving a four man ambush/security party from 
f 3/B with the NVA KIA. 1/B was directed to sweep the area around its base 

·· for a radius of 500 meters, then patrol north to the hill labeled CU DAR 
j (YA 860615). · 

ft . 1/B platoon leader (lLT Hornak) dispatched one patrol west to YA 857601 
1 f and another north to YA 859602. The' former patrol received small arms tire 

/ ' from a draw at YA 859602. LT Hornak promptly issued orders to consolidate 
" / his force as a preliminary to placing artillery fire in the draw. In the 
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.meantime, the westernmost patrol began to receive heavy volume ot tire 
from the northwest and the north from an enemy force estimated to be a re­
inforced squad or a platooh. Fire continued from YA 859602. Fire on the 
western patrol ceased, then began more heavily than before, then ceased 
once again. 

The 1/B point man (PFC Rushing) saw two to tour NVA to his front 
(north) at YA 861601. He moved fifty meters north from the platoon base 
to investigate the sighting. At this time, LT Hornak decided to withdraw 
the platoon 100 meters to the south in order to place artillery saturation 
tire from YA 858602 to YA 861.602. LT Hornak LT Hornak went forward to re­
trieve PFC Rushing. Having joined up, the pair was returning to the pla­
toon base, covering one another and moving alternately by bounds, when a 
NVA at YA 605600 shot both of them with an AK-47. PFC Rushing was killed 
and LT Hornak was wounded in the groin. · The latter crawled the remainder 
ot the way to the platoon base. Ene~ fire was then received from three 
NVA at YA 858602, four NVA at YA 860601, and four NVA at YA 861601. In 
addition, an ene~ sniper was located at lA 861599. Two other snipers, fir-

. ing occasional shots into the CP area witaout results, were locnted ·south­
west of the platoon CP. Platoon members ~bserved two casualties inflicted 
on the enemy force at YA 861601. One ·NVA received a shotgun blast in the 
face and another NVA 's arm was shot off by a I.MZ. CPT McQuillen prepared to 
reinfQrce. 

Co B (-) departed the 2/35 CP at 1130.- Perimeter security was main- · 
tained by 2/3/d65- Engr, 3./3/~S. Fllgt, 8J1d headquarters perst:elJ all under 
the command of the battalion bommu&ications officerj CPT Gr s6 to ~ 
picked up ~he security party left •ith the NVA body at tA 950$07 and lihked 
up with 1/B at approximately 1155• . 

The company commander placed. '3/B on iine on the left (west) at YA859600, 
facit\g north. A squad .trom 2/B was designated to evacuate the wounded pla­
toon leader. At this juncture, an 8lnm mortar round fired by the Company B 
81mm MOrtar Section burst in the trees and inflicted slight wounds on two 
men from 1/B and one man from 3/B. The same round also killed the NVA at 
YA 860560. The carrying party then evacuated all four wounded. 

·At this point in time, Company Bwas deployed with 1/B and 3/B on line 
facing north at Yl.. 860600 and YA 859600, respectively. 2/B (-) was in re­
serve fifty meters to the rear. 3/B was on the edge of a steep slope which 
descended fifty teet into a thick brushcovered draw. The company lay ~own 
a heavy base of fire and 1/B attempted to move forward. Heavy enemy auto... 
matic small arms fire pinned 1/B down and the company commander reinforced 
with a. squad from 2/B. Company B again put up a heavy volume of fire, in­
cluding extensive use of K79 shot shell cartridges (M79 HE ammunition was 
ineffective as the rounds failed to explode because of the short range to 
the target). 3/B (Reinforced) then crawled forward fifty meters to a ledge 
on the edge of the draw (UA 861601). Enemy fire had ceased just prior to · 
their arrival at the ledge. The platoon had proceeded l'pproxi..mately ten . · · 
meters down the le~e when, nt 1315, the company comm~nder was Wormed th11.t 
fighter aircrart. would be available in ten minutes. 1/B withdrew to the 
ledge and the FAC (COMPOSE 05) placed the air strike with extreme accuracy 
on the two locations most likely to be used by the NVA forces as ambuSh 
sites. Napalm was used at YA 861602 while bombs and 20mm strafing were 
placed between YA 8586Q3 and IA 860803. A poncho and hammock were later 
found at the former location, and a canteen and other miscellaneous gear at 
the latter location. The canteen apparently had been blown off a NVA har­
ness and hurled into the air.· (The canteen had made and settled into a 
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relatively deep self -inflicted inde:ntation in the ground) • 
CompP..ny B (-) searched the area vicinity !A 856605, then t-eturr. 

the CP on ~n azimuth of 122 degree:s. 1/B (-) remained at the scene t 
action, one squad returning to the CP with the body of PFC Rushing ana. 
the captured enemy equipment. 

At 1845 on 28 October 1966 the perimeter of Company C (-), consisti 
of the headquarters nnd the 1st and 2d platoons, was attacked by two com­
panies of North Vietnamese Army tr'lops. The initial firing and assault 
was made against the northeastern ~ection of the perimeter with two or 
three ene~ firih~ automatic fire ~rom positions almost due .north (Tab A). 
Within five minutes, however, a significant number of the eMe~ wery on 
line firing on the entire northeas~ and e~st portions of the ft-iendly peri• 
meter as well as a portion of the ioutheast side. Withing ten minute~,, the 
d~fensive ~erimeter was receiving tire of some kind from every direct~oh 
eXcept southwest. Five minutes lat,'er, fire WC'.S being received from all 
directional . '' . ' . 

. ' .Th.e, .dbhosition of friendliY f~rces at the time of the initial firing 
~lMeCl the ~ ~ia.tooh ·c:irt the east and the 1st platoon on the west. One 
th~ of the men were in their posi~ions digging, another third seated 
beside their foxholes eating the ev~ning meal, and the final third were 
accomplishing miscellaneous tasks. The local security daylight outposts 
were entering the perimeter arip the night LPs were in the process of moving 
out for their respective locations. A water party also was entering the · 
perimeter and was about to warp the coliiiiEUXier of the possibility on enemy 
in the area when the initial epemy burst was fired. The water party was 
returning from a nearby creek,thavipg skirted the east of the open area 
north of the perimeter (Tab Ah Whj3n approximately fifty meters from the 
perimeter, the last one or two. men noticed a fleeting, shadowy movement to 
their right rear on the southw~st side of the open area. (When asked why 
they hadn't provided warning by fir~ their weapons, the individuals re­
plied that they believed the moveme¢ might have been the .friendly LP go­
ing into positiono In any event, if, is felt that their slightly hurried 
manner in which the water pa.rty continued to the perimeter caused one ele­
ment of tha NVA fo=ce to open fire prematurely before all elements could 
move into position for a coordinatea attack). 

Almost sinnllt;:meously with th~ initial burst of enemy automatic weapons 
fire, the left machineg.m of the 2cf platoon commenced firing. Within five 
seconds of the im."t.ial enemy burst~ outgoing fire was three times as heavy 
as incoming fire. J:1!79 grenadiers "fere firing heavily' using both HE and shot 
rounds. The heaviest outgoing fir~ was in the 2d. platoon area where firing 
continued for approximately twentyiminutes. Because of the ferocity of the 
enemy attack, the deafening roar of both friendly and enemy wea.pos, and the . ·. 
difficulty of movement because of \he heavy incoming fireJ it took that 
long to slow down the rc.te of fire:; During this period, the 1st platoon 
wa.s receiving and returRtng fireJ howeverJ no infantry assaults were made 
on their positions~ ThEir fire, therefore, was slow and well controlled. 

From approxL~tely 1850 to 1915, the enemy made repeated he~vy assaults 
a gainst the 2d platoon sector (Tab B). Enemf fire consisted primarily of 
short automatic bursts. Spread over a distance of approximately' fifty 
meters and with ten to fi!'teen men firing at a time, the enemy advanced, 
dropped back, and then advance~ again. At times, the ene~ moved to posi­
tions as close as five to ten ~eters from friendly postions. During approx­
imately the last five minutes ~f intense enemy fire, the attacking elements 
seemed to form a line and, fro~ the prone position or from behind trees or 
irregularities in the ground, .imply poured heavy fire into the pe~imeter, 
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As the charging attacks slowed down in the 2d platoon area, a rtumber 
of small rushes were mad·e against the 1st platoon sector (Tab C). The 
first assault was made astride the trail from the northwest against the 
MG position in that sector. The enemy crume withing ten or fifteen meters 
of the perimeter before being forced to fall back. About five minutes 
later, the other MG position of the 1st platoon was assaulted astride the 
trail from the southeast. Again the enemy was repelled by fire. 

By this time (approximately twenty minutes after the initial enemy 
burst) artillery fire began to come in close e:c.ough· t.o be effective. ·A 
contributing factor in the del~ was that the artillery FO's radio failed 
to function initially and several minutes were wasted in the process of 
finding another radio and re-establishing contact with the firing bC1.ttery. 
Once the artillery began to burst close to the enemy on th~ east, the feroc­
ity of the enemy attacks in that area decreased considerably until after 
1915 when en~ activity degenerated to a "lie on the ground, shoot, and 
throw grenades" effort. 

The enemy had used fire and movement effectively. Al~o, he had use of 
.stealth in some cases to crawl to ~~sitions very close to ~he friendly per­
imeter. In these instances, men armed with shotguns prove~ to be extremely 
effective. . 

At this juncture (approximately 1930) after the actiort in the 2d pla­
toon area had diminished, a third assault was made from the southwest. The 
brunt of this attack fell on the 1st platoon. ~s in the c~se of the other 
two assaults on ~he l~t platoon positions, the NVA threw a~large number of 
hand grenades followed by a rapid charge'using assault type fire. The 
adeptness of the lst platoon machine gt111ftet*8 bft1ke up this: at tack as long 
bursts of fire were placed across the front of the friendly positions forc­
ing the enemy again to withdraw. About fifteen munutes la~er, a final 
assault was made against the right flank of the 1st platooq. The attack 
which again featured a hand grenades prelude, was repulsed ';by machinegun 
and small arms fire. :". 

From this time (1950) until contact was broken complet'¢ly, the enemy 
fired at the perimeter from approximately thirty. meters ran~e1 threw hand 
grenades, and fired !!79 grenade launchers. A few minor attacks consisting 
of only four to five men were made against the 2d platoon se¥tor and were 
relatively easily repulsed. Action of this type continue~~til approxi­
mately 2045 when a red star cluster was .fired to the nort~~pt of the peri­
meter. Upon firing the cluster, one NVA officer, appare~·:misoriented, 
ran into the north corner of the perimeter, was pulled into ~ hole ·and 
killed in hand to hand combat. However, it was apparent that the enemy 
was withdrawing and by 2100 fire into the perimeter essentiap.y had ceased. 

During the entire action, the enemy used grenades to th~ maximwn. The 
!!79 rounds he also used proved to be extremely effective, Wlicting nine 
of the thirteen friendly casualties. Many of the enemy roun!ls burst on the 
edge of the friendly positions. There were also a number of~tree bursts, 
planned possibly in an attempt to get increased fragmentatidb effects or 

·.~ln. an attempt, to his the command group in the center of the perimeter. In 
any event, the gunners seemed to be well trained. 

At 2100, friendly casualties stood at two KIA and ten WIA. Two men 
had been hit in the first exchanges of fire, the others accumulated as the 
fighting progressed. Since contact was considered to be broken, aerial 
medevac was requested for the fore seriously wounded. At 2213, a USAF 
"HUSKY" medevac helicopter arri VQcl ~fl th@ Q!'O& ~9 ~~r~Qid 'thr~@ l'"~;quff~:Y 
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wounded men by winch through the heavy tree canopy. At approximately 
2237, just as the three wounded had been loaded aboard the aircraft, a 
rocket was fired from southeast of the perimeter causing the helicopter 
to crash inside the perimeter. The ship was burning as it came down. 
The ~ree wounded men were killed either by the rocket or the crash it­
self. The pilot and copilot were both injured, however,_ the men of Com­
pany C were able to chop into the aircraft and get them·out before the 
fuel caught fire. The mechanic was pinned inside the wreckage. Although 
numerous attempts were made to get him out by cutting into the ship, . 
finally the fuel ignited and the ship was engulfed in flames before he 
could be saved. This incident raised the Army KIA total to five. 

During the time that the helicopter was hovering overhead, the men 
on the perimeter fired whenever they detected movement or noise. On the 
other hand, seeing and hearing was extremely difficult because of the noise 
of the helicopter and the light generated by its floodlights. Thus, the 
outgoing suppressive fires, while not continuous were considerable during 
the entire period of time taken by the extraction effort. 

From the time the medevac helicopter crashed until 0630 the following 
morning wen swe6p1'l were sent out, there were movements of inq:ividuals de­
tected around the !·~':1·itr.eter; however, no further attacks were· made. The 
1ndi viduals movi.."![~ ...-.:.-.. .-:-!:, were engaged to prevent them from po;ticing the 
battlefield and a':l~:~·~.::..•.;::-y fire was brought in continuously tor the same 
purpose. . 

The sweeps of .... ~e area in the morning found sever; NVA KIA. One eneley' 
WIA was captured. '!'here were also one RPD, two SKS, three pistols, and 
six AK 47s found near the scene of action.~ At 0815, a second USAF "HUSKY" 
medevac helicopter· returned to the area and evacuated the pilot, copilot, 
and some of the Co:rr.pany C wounded. That a.fternoon, men with relatively 
minor wounds were avacuated by UH-lD helicopters after an LZ had been cut 
in the clearing to the northeast. 

During the pe~iod 31 October 1966 to 17 December 1966, there was no 
significant conta~t with the eneJey. It was apparent that the enemy forces 
were doing all po~.:-:ible to avoid large contact with elements of the 2/35 Inf. 

During this P':~::-i.od, the 2/35 In.f counded eleven NVA KIA, and 8 weapons 
CIA. 

On 18 December 1966, 1st platoon, Company A, received orders to con­
duct a seDrch and destroy operation through an area south of the company 
be:.~€! (Yl'.. 914679). 

At. 1045, the 1st platoon was heading south when the point element 
heard t2.!..!cing to their front.. LT Chase, the platoon leader, halted his 
plater.'! a.nd set up all-around security, after which he joined the point 
eleme~t to conduct a peroonal reconnaissance. 

TJ-·-~ 1st platoc-n -.n,_-, located on high ground on one side of a stream. 
The S1l.;):~c·::.ed enemy ~-:·:.;.~~ion '\oras on. the high ground on the opposite side 
of U:: ~·3!'ue streal!.~ ;:.~ Lr Chase and his reconnaissance element prepared 
to r.o .. ~·; .! do-,m ":.he :r,·;_~.l ta .. ...-ard the stream bed and the suspected enemy loca­
t~ .. :··::., t·,,: f?'~.-~~ T·:}:"":rs for his platoon to wait for his signal to commence 
t~. ·.:-. ..._.·· .. + .. ~:'-.':".f'a:-.~ 

:~ •··Jn cc·n:_::,:!.:::tion of his reconnais sance, LT Chase signalled the attack 
(rrc··' t:.urely) by falling down a thirty toot embankment into the stream bed. 
Wit.:t::•:lt glasses or helmet, lost in the fall, LT Chase courageously .fired 
his weapon at enezey snipers who also had spotted the platoon leaders attack 
signal. 

28 



The platoon deployed on line and commenced firing against heavy 
small arms firing as they maneuvered down the embankment, LT Chase 
borrowed his RT0·1.s glasses and continued the attack to the other side 
ot the stream. In sweeping the enemy invested a:rea1 the platoon found 
three NVA bodies, Assorted weapons and small arms ammunition were also 
found. Blood saturated the area. No eye glasses were found. 

Enemy losses during OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV were as follows: 

PERSONNEL 

KIA • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ' ~ • • .46 
WIA. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • e: • .13 
CIA. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ... • ·• • •. ~ ~ ~ • .13 

WEAPONS 

AK-4 7 • , • • • • , • • • • • • • • • , , • • • • • " • 3 
SKS. ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • ~ • - • •. , · 5. 
MAS 36 • ••••••• • •••••••••• • •••• · 1 
RPG 2 (RL) • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1· 

AMMUNITION 

B40 m. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2ea 
Grenades . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .llea 
SA. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • ' • il ' • • • .Assorted 
AK-47 • ... • • • • • .. • • • • • • ~ ' ~ ~ • • • •· 250rds 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Pigs. • , ••••.••••••••• 41 ~ ~ •••••• 50ea 
Chickens • • • • • .- • • • • • • • • • •. • ~- ~ • • • • 2ea 
Rice. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .lOOOlbs 
Packs • • • • • .. • • • • • • • , • • • • •. • • • • • • · 4ea . 
Medical equip. •. •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .Assorted 
Cotton. • • • • .- • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • lbushel 
Earley. • • • • • • • .- • • • •. • ,.. • • • • • • • • .82lbs 
i'r'heat • • • • • • • • • •. • • •· ..• -. .- • • • • • • • 200lbs 
Boats • • • • • • • • .•. .- .- •. •... • •' •. .- .. • • • • • .• ·3ea 

· .. :·:. 
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ROtrl'E SECUlUTY lfiSSIONS 

During the periods in which the 2/35 In! wcs not participating in major 
combat operationsJ the battalion provided roed security for Highway 19 East 
and Highway 19 West• The sector of responsibility of the 2/35 In! varied 
!rom time to time but in most cases encompassed that portion of Highway 19 
from Pleiku tlest to the Cambodian Border., t~..nd from Pleiku East to the Mang 
Giang Pass. 

The security of Highway 19 is of the utmost tactical importance 'to the 
war effort in the Republic of Vietnam for it provides a means for quick re­
deployment of units to most areas in the Central Highlands. In addition 
Highway 19 is the main east~est supply route for the 3d Bde Task Force., the 
4th Int Div., the 1st Air Cav Div., RVN units., and other units of MACV., such 
as the Special Forces camp at Due Co. 

Furthermore., the indigenous people of the Republic of Vietnam depend 
upon Highway 19 as a trAnSportation system for passengers and commodities• 
Lack of physical security would not only hamper the countries economic groWth, 
but would also stem the war effort. 

Thus., the 2/35 Int not only accomplished their tactical mission of se­
curing the road for military purposes., but also contributed materielly to 
the economic growth of the Rep11blic of Vietnam. 

30 



·.·· ··J 

' 

SUPPORTINJ EI..EMENTS 

During the calendar year 1966, the 2/'35 INF was supported in ground oper­
ations by 2d Battalion 9th Artillery, 7th US Air Force, 1/69th Armor, C/'3/4 
Cavalr,y, and 52d Aviation Battalion. 

The 2d Bn 9th Arty during 1966 fired LZ preparations for Airmobile As­
saults, tired nightly defensive concentrations around unit locations, attempt­
ed to channelize enemy into ambush sites by fire, assisted unit commanders in 
land navigation, integrated 105 HOW direct fire into 2/'35 INF CP perimeter se­
curity, fired extensive H&I fire on suspected enemy locations and infiltration 
routes, provided accurate and effective fire support when units were in contact, 
worked close~ with 2/'35 INF Arty LO in providing coordinated fire support, and 
provided blocking fires to prevent eneli\Y' w.f.thdrawals. 

The 7th US Air Force supported the 2/'35 INF by providing Forward .A.ir Con­
trol (FAC) coverage over 2/'35 INF areas of operation, assisting unit commanders 
in land navigation, alerting unit commanders of possible enemy ambush locations, 
informing commanders of en~ activities and fortifications, conducting immedi­
ate air request strikes in support of p-ound units in contact (These strikes 
were most effective and ver,y accurate.), conducting air request strikes on sus­
pected or known en~ locations (Not only did these strikes destroy en~ forti­
fications and men, but also ef.fecti ve:cy- blocked the eneutr from routes of ap­
proach and withdrawal which prevented a:rry resupply of men or equipment). 

The 1st Battalion, 69th Armor provided valuable assistance on road security 
missions assigned to the 2/'35 INF, assisted in ground surveillance and recon­
naissance of 2/'35 INF areas of operation (although traf'fieability restrictions 
caused by lack of suitable stream crossings hampered tank operations in some 
areas), and assisted in securing perimeter positions during hours of darkness. 

C Troop, 3d SqUadron, 4th Cavalr.Y provided troop transpOrt on occasion and 
served as an extremely usefUl mobile reserve/reaction force, assisted in secur­
ing perimeter positions during hours of darlmess, supplemented company defensive 
perimeters when it became necessary to move elements of a company to reinforce 
at another location, and provided an additional command and control headquarters 
which on several occasions executed search and destroy missions in 2/'35 INF 
areas of operation. 

52d Aviation Battalion provided troop lift and resupply for the 2/'35 INF 
during the entire· year, provided gunship support to elements of 2/35 m engag­
ed with the eneJey", assisted in the evacuation of wounded on occasion when DUST­

.OFF was not inmediate~ available, provided aircraft .for extraction of POW's 
and provided the means for getting timely intelligence information to higher 
headquarters, and provided cammand.··.and control ships for the Battalion Commander. 

The elements which supported the Cacti Blue contributed immeasurable to the 
effective execution of the battalion mission. Their attitude and professional­
ism reflected great credit on the supporting branches of the U.s. Anrry. 
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As in all wars, we must suffer losses. The men of the Cacti Blue 
who gave their lives in order that an oppressed and terrorized country 
mizht break the bonds o:f communism will be remembered always. Their 
gallant_ and courageous deeds on the fields of battle reflect great credit 
on themselves, their unit and their country. Because of themJ what was 
a ~park of hop~ is now a flame of :freedom. The men of the Cacti Blue 
sa.lrJ.t~ these intrepid men. 
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