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-+ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARIY
~ HEADQUARYERS, #TH INFANTRY DIVISION
(7 ‘ I ~ 4P0 San Francisco 96262

gUoH-cC | 28 January 1967
wBJECT Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

THRU: Commending General .
- I Field Force Vietnam . : :
ATTN: AVF-GC<ING ~ .:- - . ¢
ALPO San Francisco. 96350 ‘

C TO:. ' Commander
U.S. ifilitery Assa.stance Commend, Vietna.m
ATTN: J343 .
APO San‘Francisco 96222

" ~,1.- (1) I\ME AdD TIFE CF OPJ:RATION. OPEAATION PAUL REVERE IV - Search
‘ and Destroy. .

2. (U) DATES OF OPERATION' 181000 October 1966 to 312400 December 1966,
3, (U) LOGATION: PAUL Rn.VERE IV area of operation is shown et inclo-

! sure 1, (Reference- Map, Vn.etnam, Scale: 1/250 000; Series: JOG(G) 1501,
_ Sheets: ND 48-8, 48-12, 49-9)

; b - .- O a . . N *
( D be (U) CONTROL I{EADQUARTEPS: Headquarters, 4th Infantry Division,

’ ;. o 5. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: (Elmcipancemmanders end schior staff
; officers participeting in this operation were: :

&, Division Headquarters,

€G V¢ Gollins, Arthur S. Jr. 18 Oct - 31 Dec
ADG BG Walker, Glenn D, : "
CofS GOL "~ McDowell, Williem D. . n
4LCofS, Gl LTC Ferley, Roy W. " 18 0¢ct - 25 Nov
* hCofS, GY - I'C .Lounsbury, Roy E. 25 Nov - 31 Dec
ACofS, G2 LiC  Kitehen, Alberd 18 Oct - 31 Dec
ACofS, G3 1IG Duquemin, Gordon J. 18 Oct - 18 Nov
) ACofS, G3 .~ LIC Rosell, Thomas G. 18 Nov - 31 Dec

( | DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEARS
- - INTERVALS DECLASSIFTED
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS:

b.

Ce.

ACofg, G4 . LIC Kuckhan, Cerl O.
£CofS, G4 -LIC  Richards, William G.
ACofS, G5 LTC Braim, Paul F,

Special Staff, 4th Infantry Division.

AG LIC Robinson, Herbert A,
Div Surg LIC Dycaico, Armin G,
IG LIC Friedly, Howard W,
SJA LIC shugg, Willis E,

PM LIC Kulo, Edw : W,

Fin O LTC Hess, Frank J,

Chap LTC Hett, William R,
Chem O itd  Henderson, William
I0 1wd  Zenk, Daniel R.

Hq Comdt . #&d  Vollmer, Gene E,

HLCV J3-32)

18 Oct

14 Nov
18 Qct

18 Oct

2d Brigade Task Force, 4th Infantry Division,

(1) Task Force Headquerters.

co COL Miller, Judson F.

€0 (acting) LTC Duquemin, Gordon J.
X iC  Wilcox, George L.
S-1 MAJ  Neroni, Fredrick J.
S=2 MAJ  Hoeferkamp, Harold R,
S=3 Mad  Williesms, Grady . -
S=4 1:AJ  Horrison, William W.
S-5 CPT  Ieben, Walter W.

(2) 24 Battalion, 8th Infantry,

w LTC Lounsbury, Roy E.
co IIC  Duguemin, Gordon J.
€O (acting) MAJ  Brashears, Bobby E.
(3) 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry.

co ITC  Iay, James R

(4) 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry.

co JHRY Forley, Leonard, A.
(5) 1st Battaliori,"ﬁ,th Infantry.

co ITC  Proctor, Gilbert J,

2

(\'(”’}:\\F Vi N o o i=—, A,

18 Qct
22 Dec
18.Cct

18 Oct
18 Nov
22 Dec

18 Qct

12 QOct

- 13 Nov
- 31 Dee
- 31 Dec

- 31 Dec

- 22 Dec
~ 31 Dec
- 31 Dec

17 Nov
- 21 Dec
= 31 Dec

~ 31 Dec

- ’l\Dec

18 Oct - 31 bec
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Comba'h Operatlons After lxction Report  (RCS:

(6) Lth Battalion, 424 Artiliery.

" Co + - LTC Pparr, Bertram. T,

28 Januery 1967
MACV J3-32)

. 18

3d Brigede Task Force, 25th Infantry Division.

(1) Task Force Headquarters.

co COL Shannahan, Jamocs G.
X0 LTG- Miller, William H,
~ X0 LTC Grange, Clinton E.
T 8-l , Mad- -+ levergood, Robert F,
S-1 MiJ  Crosby, Ben G.
S=2 MiAJ  Russel, Richard R.
S=2 MAJ  Egelend, Edger
S.-3 ITC  Meyer, Jules R,
53 MAJ  Moore, James E. Jr.
‘S=4, Mad - Kirkpetrick, James S.
S=4, -+ MhJ  Joyce, John A,

(2) 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.
S -

co - +«LTC Proctor, Gllbort JTr.
: G0 +% LULTC Miller, Williem H.

(3) 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry.

- CO - .LIC  Kingston, Robert C.

(4) 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry.

60 . . LiC Frier, Philip

(5) = 24 -Battelion, 9th irtillery..

. €0 ! .LTC.  Holbrook, Bruce

€.

Division Artillery.

(1) Command ;.nd Stai‘f. |

. €O COL Cutrona, Joseph F.H.
X0 LIC Bezich,, Vincent W,
s-1 MAJ  Crawford, Cherles w

- 8-1 - MAd Peterson, Guy E.
S=2 MAJ  Johnson, William D,

CoONFIDEV AL

18
18
20
18
12
18

20

18
21
18

10

18

18

Oct - 31 Dec

Oct -~ 31 Dec
Oct - 19 Hov
dove= 31 Dec
Oct = 12 Hov
Nov =« 31 Dec

Oct - 20 Dec
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SUBJECT: GCombat Operations After Action Report (RCS: - MuCV J3=32)

f.

- S-2 . MAJ  Crawford, Charles W.-
S-3 LIC Yerkcs, Walter E.
S-3 . LTC ° Kuckhan, Karl O.

S-4, i4d  Cryar, Carl H.
S5 CPI - Morrow, Robert
FSCE ITC  Nettles, EIritt N,

(2) 5th Battalion, l6th Artillery.
co . ITC - Citrek, Michael O.

Support Command.

- (1) Commend and Steff.

co . COL  Boudman, Arthur

- X0 ITC Fellow, Deen C.
S-1 CPI Smith, Thomes R.
S=2 CPT ‘Moore, Donzld R.
S5=3 M\J  Scofield, Charles F.
S=4 : MAJ  Gerich, Robert i.
) CPT  Womble, Cerl C. Jr.

Ee

h,

i,

(2) 4th Medical Battalion,
Co ‘LTC - Peard, William D.
(3) 704th laintenance Bettalion,

CO ITC Xouchoukos, Paul Ce.

(4) 4th Supply and Transportetion Battalion.

co 1TC  Richards, Williem G.
co LTC Jacques, Poter J,

1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry.

co ITC Nutting, Wellace H.

1st Battelion,: 69th Armor,
co II¢  Clark, Clyde O.
4th Engineer Béttalion.

co ITC Shultz, Gerherdt W,
4
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SUBJECT: Combat Ope,ratlons Ai‘tcr Letion Report (:ZGS MACV J3..32)

J. 124th Signel Battalion, o
co - 170 Keefer, Loren R.' o - 18, 0ct - 31 Dee
k. 4th Iwiation Battalion, | o
x UO - LTC  McDowell, Wllliam R. p 18 Oct « 31 Dec
(C) TASK ORGANTZATION: T
a, Detached um’bs |
(1) 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division was placed under opera-
ﬁonal control of I Field Force Vietnam on 032400 December 1966 and continued
OPERATION ADAMS in the Tuy Hoa erea.

" () 3d Brigade s 4th Infantry Division remalned attached to 25th
Infantry Division,

‘ (3) Mo other majq;' units were detached from ‘divisiop.

b. Attached unita' " |
(1) 1=t Battal:.on, 69th Armor,
(2) Team 8, 41st Civil Affairs Compuny, .
(3) 37@5 Redio Research Compeny. A
(4-) ' 33&‘ I.nfan*;.ry Platoon (Scout Dog) .

c. Task Orgamzatlon for Combat: . ‘
(1) Control headqu...rters was Headquarters ’ I,tn Infentry Division,

(2) Task Fo rec organization for OPLR‘;TION P.xUL _REVERE IV as per
OPORD 12-66 effective 181000 October 1966

- . HEG . ' HHC
2/8 Inf 1/14 Inf ...
1/12 Inf - . 1/35 Inf
1/22 Inf (=) 2/35 Inf
B/4th Engr C/3/4 Cav (=)
5
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AVDDE-GC : 28 January 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

4/4i2 hrty D/65 Engr
c/6/14 Arty 2/9 Arty
1 SIT (Searchlight) B/29 arty  A/3/6 irty
A/1/30 Arty AJ6/14 krty (=) - ,
Det 237 Arty 1 SIT (Scarchlight) B/29 Arty
TF 1/10 Cav Div Trp DISCOM
HHT No Change No Change
A/1/69 Lrmor N
1/C/3/4 Cav Div Arty
B/1/10 Cav (-) | '
C/3/6 Arty HHB
D/5/16 Arty 5/16 Arty
PSYOP Tm 6/29 Arty
Scout Dog Tm - ' Plat B/29 srty (-)

»  (3) Task Force orgonization for OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV a.s
chenged by FRAGO 18-66 effective 302200 October 1966:

TE 2/4 TF_3/25

HHC HHC

2/8 Inf ~ 1/14 Inf

1/12 Inf 1/35 Inf

1/22 Inf : 2/35 Inf

442 Arty 2/9 4rty
B/5/16 Arty Se6/B/29 irty
D/5/16 Arty (=) A/1/30 Arty
Sec B/29 Arty ‘ Det/237 Lrty
B/4 Engr D/65 Engr

IF 1/69 Diy Trp

HHC ' * - HHT

¢/3/4 Cav (OPCON) .. 1/10 Cav -

¢/5/16 Arty i/3/6 Arty

Plat/D/5/16 Lrty
- it Btry/1/77 Lxrty
Div Arty

DISCOM
HHB
6/14 Lrty ‘No Change

Plat/B/29 Arty (-)

6
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{  SUBJECT: Combet Operations After Actien Report (R0S: MACV J3-32)

(4) Task Force organization as in peragraph 6¢{3) above was
modified by Chenge 1 to FRAGO 18-66 effeqtivo 071100 Hovember 1966,

IF 3/25 Riv Trp

DELETE: 4/1/30 Arty . DELETE: A/3/6 Lrty
ADD:  C/5/16 Lrty : Btry 1/77 Arty

Div Arty | |

<

CHANGE ;. 6/14 Arty to A/6/14 Arty.
ADD: C/3/18 Arty

(5) Task Force organization for OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV as
C chenged by FRAGO 27-66 effsctive 081200 November 1966. SR

TF_2/4 : IF 3/25
_ "No Chenge ‘ " No Chenge
TF_PRONG (ARVN) offective 080900 November 1965
- 3d MIXE Force Co, Pleiku | ‘
( : CIDG Co, Duc Co
CIDG Co, FPlei Djcreng

(6) Task Force organization for OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV as
changed by FRAGO 30-66 cffective 110850 Novcmber 1966, -

; TF_2/4 TF 3/25 IF_1/10
C : . HHG HHC = - "HHT
o 2/8 Inf 1/22 Inf B/1/10 Cav
1/12 Inf 1/35 Inf "D/1/10 Cav
! 1/14 Inf - 2§35 Inf **C/3/4 Cav
# TF PRONG - Af2/9 Arty : R
AL[&R ATty . . C/2/9 Arty DIV RESERVE
B/4/42 Arty C/4/h2 Lrty \ o
B/2/9 ATty ' 2/35 Inf

: - (7) Task Force orgenization for OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV as
changed by FRAGO 34-66 effective 240903 November 1966,

TF3/25

Assume OCi of 1/69 Armor effoctive 250600 November 1566,
Rolease 0Ci of 1/10 Cav effective 250600 November 1966,
Assune OCL of C/3/4 Cav cffcctive 250600 November 1966,

7
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: M.CV J3-32) ‘

- (8) Task Forcc organization for OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV as |
changed by FRAGO 38-66 effective 050655 December 1966, :

IF 2/4
Assume OCA 1/22 Inf effective 041200 Deccmber 1966,
IF 3/25 .

: <
Assume OCh 2/8 Inf effective 4 Deccmber 1966,

Release 0Ch& 1/69 Armor effective 051200 Deccmbor 1966,

(9) Task Force orgenization for OPERATION PiUL RAVERE IV as
changed by FRAGO 40-66 effcctive 110600 December 1966,

IF 3/25
Release G/3/4 Cev to 1/10 Cav during daylight hours,

(10) Task Force orgenization for OPEATION PAUL REVERE IV as
chianged by FRAGO 41-66 and FRAGO 42-66 effcctive 140800 Decomber 1966,

IF 2/4
HHC
1/22 Inf
1/12 Inf
Li42 krty (=)
TF_3/25 Div _Airty
HHC HHB
1/l Inf 6/14 hrty (~B&C Btrys)
2/35 Inf~ L£/6/1 Lrty
# CIDG Co, Duc Co c/5/16 Arty (OGi)
% CIDG Co, Plei Me D/5/16 Arty (OCi)
2/9 Arty (=) 5/16 Arty
1/10 Cav (=) B/5/16 Arty
C/1/69 Armor : c/6/14 irty (0Gi)
C/3/4 Cav :
¢/3/6 Arty (OCA 1/10 Cev)
DIV RESZIRVE
2/8 Inf (=)

8
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RGS: 1AV J33-32)

(11) Task force organization for OPERATION PAUL <EVERE IV

$ as changed by FRAGO 43-66 effective 23 Décember. 1966,

TF 2/4

HAC

2/8 Inf

1/12 Inf . ' :

1/22 Inf : _ - <
1/10 Cav - .

K] operated in coordination and conjunctlon with 4th Infentry Division,
## Daylight hours only. '

7. (C) SUBPORTING FORCES:
a, Non-Organic and non-atte ched sula'pozitlnp“ forces are listed below:
(1) USAID, Pleiku Prov1nce
(2) JUSFAO, Pleiku Province.
(3) GVH District Contact Teams,
] (4) 20th ARV Psywar Battalion,
- (5) Det, 245th fsyo’ps Co Fleiku.
.('l{:) : Det, 5th lAir Cotimando Squadron.
“(7) .5'2.d‘Comba':t A\fiation Battalion,
N (8) 524 Artillery Group,
9 " 7th USAF, |
| b ClVlc Actlon Support was planned ’ coordlnated and execu'bed with

USAID and JUSPAO, Pleiku Province, and with GVH District Contact lBaulS. A
breakdown of civic action cumilative totals are: .

(1) HEDGAP.
{e)’ Sick Call - 16,780 Patients, .

. (b) Dental - 27.

\ - CONFWBENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Combat Opcrations After hetion Report (RCS: 4CV J3-32)
(¢) MEDEV.C - 8
(2) Sanitation - 22 classes (3331 Atiendence).
(3) Distribution of Commoditics. ”
(a) Food - 58,269 1bs,
(b) Clothing - 4,180 lbs, <
(c) Blankets - 350
(d) Soap - 60 cascs
(4) Sclf Help Projccts,
(2) Spillweys -5
(b) Playgrounds - 1
(c) Wells - 1 (Capped)
(d) Water storage tonks = 1

Civic actions wore conducted in éonjunction with psychologicel opcrations,
The purposes of these civic actions were to prevent civil interference with

operations, protect civilians from friendly and enemy fircs, rclieve suffering

and oxtreme privetion, and render assistance to tie GVN in evaocuation of.”
refugces and foodstocks.

¢. Psyops support was planncd, coordinated, and exccuted with

- JUSPAO, Pleilw Province; 20th ARVN Psywar Bettalion; and detachments from
the 245th Psyops Company, Pleiku and 5th air Commundo 8quedron. Psyops
concenirated on VC/iVi forces, Themes emphasized were the ?Chlcu Hoi"
progrem, the futility of resistance, and the massive and growing power of
GVN/US, The small civil population was cncouragcd to refusc to assist the
VG/NVi, to persuade relatives and friends in VC unlts to defcect, and to
move on foot to GVN controlled arcas.

d. The followldg is a sumary of thc aviation support provided by
the 523 Combat Aviation Battalion:

(1) A4iir landed combat assault missions - 79

(2) Sortics - 51,086

10
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SUBJECT: Combat Opcrations After iction Report (RCS: MACY J2-32) ‘
| (3) Hours flown = 17,54% '_

(4) Troops lifted - €9, 323

_(5)} Tons of cargo 1ifocd - 12 751

(6) Mcdlcnl Evacuatlons - 413

8. Artlllery Support, - <

(1) Direct fire support to the mancuver clements was prov:Lded

. by tho attechment of tha 4th Battalion, 424 Artillery (105T) to the 2d Bri-

gadc, 4th Infantry Division and the 24 Battalion, 9th Artillery. (105T) to.

- the 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Imantry Division, Reinforeing and gencral

support fires werc provided by the Sth Battalion, 16th Artillery (-), ‘the
organic 155/8" unit of 4=: Infentry Division hrtillery, end units of the -
52d ‘Artillery Group under UCA of the 4th Infantry Division, USSF/CIDG wvcre
supportod by positioning i75/8" vetterics of tho 6th Bottalion, 14th Artil-
lery, onc of the 528 Lrtillery Group units thot wes OCA to the Division, -
adjacont to the cemps, Roed sécuriiy missions wore supported, when -possible,
by 105mm SP units which complimented tho ¢rmorced force normally assigncd

this typc of mission, Artillcry, both orrramc and OGL, wae oftcn formed

into mixed caliber battalion groups. '

(2) . Fire Support Bascs (’“SBs), containing s1nglo and nml:biple
battcrics, wore utilizod to surport the operation, with sceurity being
provided from Division cnd ARVN rcsources, Onc of tho koy principles in
solecting ESBs was that thoy be mutually support:Ln theroby pormitt:.ng
one fire baso to reinforec enother,

(3) The 175/8" FSB a'b Plei Djercng prevcd invhlubalc, as
from this position, long range fires of thc 175 worc able to fire along
the Cambodian border. Thesc fires were peramount in tho supprcssion of
cnemy anti-aircreft and mortar fircs and in hcevy herrassment ond inter-
diction programs along tho bordcr arcas,

(4) Artillery metro was utilized throughout PAUL RLVERE IV,
Due to the fact that only onec metrologicol secction was available for use
in the PAUL REVERE IV arca of opcration, -tho dceilsion wes made to place
the metro scction in the most eritical arca of tactical significancc and
where the bulk of the artillery was located. The section was located at
Plei Djcreng where it operated throuornouu the- ophrat.lon.

(5) Countcrmorter radars, 4N/.iPQ 4, worc uscd offcctlwly
throughout thc operation, It was epparcnt, from the beginning of the
opcration, that countcrmortar radars would have to be placed in the forwerd

11
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SUBJECT: Combet Operations after Action Roport- (RGS: MLCV J3~32) '

arcas to derivc maxirmm benefit from their capab:.lltles. Initially onc
organic countcrmorter radar scction was placcd in the forwerd command

post arca of thc 24 Brigade, 4th Infentry Division cnd 3d Brigodc Task
Forcc, 25th Infantry Division., Thesc two commsnd post arcas werc coe-
located at Yi865455, The other organic radar was utilizod in defensc of

the Division Base Camp, In October and November, two additionel radars
became available to the Division from the 52d Artillery Group rcsources
giving thoe division a total of four radars, Howcver, gencrator and mcchen—
ical problems of thc organic and OCA radars allowed the Division only thrce
opcretional radars at any onc time, With thrce redars aveilablc, onc ro-
mained in the Division Basc Camp:Defensc Sys‘bem, ono in the forward Brigadcs!
command post and, possibly for the first time in Victnam, onc was airlifted
into a forward f:.rc support base wherc it could give coverage %o the Cembodicn
boerder., On threc occasions these redars successfully located cne: ‘y ‘morter

positions rcsult:.ng in probable destructlon of these pos:Lt:Lons by artillory
fire, ' :

(6) Fourth ordcr survey was csteblished in the Plei ngrcnb
arca by a joint offort of tho survey teams of the 4th Infantry Division
- Artillery and 5th Bettalion, 16th Artillcry, The rcsults of this survcy

werc used by ar’cillory units in thc Plci DJL,I'CHD' arca, *

(7 ) Total artillery ammun:.ta.on cxpenditurcs and average
numbcr of t.ubos availablc for PAUL REVERE IV werc as follows:

4th Bati allon, 424 Artillory (105T) 45,757

2nd Battalion, 9th Artillery (105T) 42,882

" 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery (105 SP) . L 4,072 -

5th Bettalion, 16th Artillery (8" & 155 SP) 17,039
7th Battalion, 13th Artillery (105T) 2,637
1st. Battalion, 30th Artillery (Z85TF. : 1,007
3rd Battalion, 18th Artillcry (8" SP) - 601
o §175 SP) . C 481
6th Battalion, 14th Artillcry (8" SP) 74749
(175 SP) 4,600

GRAND TOTAL: 134,479

LSE GAMP
S;aaréhjightfi\ﬁssions 3 3027
Ammumtlon Expcndod - 105 686 '
L2 77
gl 26

12
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 SUBJECT: Combat -Operations After Lction -Roport (RCS: MACV J 3-32)

' AVCI'agO Ar‘t:n.ll«.ry availeble for PAUL REVERE IV

- 105 o . 47 Tubes
. 155 . o . .13 Tubes
Cogn . S . . 8 Tubgs
-175 A . 5 Tubcg
) . TOTAL: I 73 Tubos -

i EE R A:LrSupport

' L (l) Thc ut:.lization and cffcctlvcnoss of USLF Closc Air
‘Support (6AS) during: OFERATION. PAUL REVERE IV is bost showr by statistics
" rvoflocting the ground commandors usc of this support, The following table
C indicatcd thc CAS roquosted flown, and rosults of strlkcs during OPLRATION
P @AUL REVBRE IV° - .

TYFE J;IRCRAFT _ DAVIAGE ASSESSMENT

] Typs | Msns _‘Msns SortlcsiEL‘BW F4LC.F100: Na ‘uts Bunkors ‘Au ' Sce; Est |
! Mission roq [flown 2R ; ius | Jaw" cxleLx
FAC PP | 689 | 54611347 176 T4l 79;'1131. 4 48! 162 {19 13'2'; 68
FiC SR ’l R
Immod | 303 i 286 . 645 193! 26 97; 277 52 120 58 il 17 21 |
1 RO Ry S G .-: L ]
* TComat o | - - - . o 1 1 G ,5;' 4 R
T Proﬁf '567_‘ 300 576 i 46 299&. 231 ¢ f. & L L

Y 't‘Comba'b" N teon ‘ T R T S
| Proot 14_1 P93 176 - 126118 32, g - o 1

[USN T
e

I Immd i i £ : N SN FE e &
" [ l 1 11 ; - ; - ' 1 _._ R T
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, «(2) - Another typc of air fire support heevily utilized ‘during
* PAUL REVERE IV was thc B~52 bomber. strilkes, -A. total of 32 of thcse raids
. worc usod during the operetion, The: strikes varlod in sizc from six to a
" pexdimum of 18 airereft, Tho B~52 strikes initially began when division
units crosscd the Sc San River and oricntcd toward the north, with the Nem
. Sathay River os tho wostern boundry. As the uhits moved north B-52 strilrog
" werc progressively planned on cnemy locations cstablished by ground contacta
_ and currcnt intclllgcnco. In mid-chcmber onc brlo'adc we.s. mnvod wcs‘b across
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tho Nan Sathay River to attack cnemy units known to be ncar the border
arcas, Heavy contacts worc made. in this arce which provided definite
information on the location of the enen ny. The enphasis onP-52 strikes
then shifted to this arca. Cn the 20th, 23d, and 24th of T vvnoor, five
scparatc but ¢oordinatced strikes wont in the eouthwest part of this scctor
Wherc previous contects indicated thet cneiry troops in batialion or larger

size units were defending in strongly constiructed, dug-in positions., The

cffectiveness of the strikos can best be judged by the fact that after the
strikes the 4th Infantry Division units moved into the arca with little or
no opposition. The erca which had previously been a strong defiensive PO~
sition with bunkers, tunncls end foxholes was now practically d.vastated,
Innumcrablc burkers and, gun pos:Lt:Lons were completely destroycd, It was
obvious that cnomy personnel had been in the area during the stmxccs and
had undoubtedly suffered many cesualtics , 8lthough he had rcuoved the kill-
cd and wounded.” In onc area a cave was discovered with an \,sc._..r’auod 50
bodics buried inside, . Although not definitcly cstablished, these. encmy

_' dcad were probahly the rosu"t of one or more of the B-52 strikes,

(3) Durlng this samo perlod, intelligenee and ground contacts
in the northern portion of the area of opcration, :\.ndlca’cod That the cnemy

“was conducting delaying opcrations to cnable his units to withdrawv to the
"northwest, B~52 strikes were planned and oxccuted in this arca in the laot-
_ ter half of November to support the 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Infentry

Division as it pursued the NVA units. ' Information from POW 's. indicated °

_these strikcs were successful in inflicting casualties, f orc:mg constant
~ movement, and lowcring the morale of the cncmy forces. :

(4) The lest stagc of operations in these srcas occurrcd when
division units attcmpted to trap the withdrawing enemy by blocking likely
oxfiltration routes in ilic northwest sector of the arce of. opcrations, POW
rcports, VR sightings, and ground to air firc reccived, prcsurhod three
more tergets for B-52 strikes in that erca. No positive evidenge of the
succoss of these strikés was apparent after ground units ocntered the arcas,
however, there were indications that cnemy personnel hed previously been in
the strike arca,

(5) The B-52 strikecs proved to be an effcetive and surpré_s..
1ng1y responsive source of tremendous fire power to the 4th Dnfantry Divi-
sion., Combined with intelligence, close air support, artillery and ground
follow=-up, the strikes grcatly contributed to the suceess of OFERAIION PAUL
REVERE 1V, (Sce Inclosure 2 for overley depieting strikes)

8. (c) N”EL_L’ IGENCE:

8. BEnemy situation prior to commencement of FAUL REVEEE IV, Dur-
ing the early days of October, intelligence repor'ts and cnemy activily in-
dicated there were significent cnemy forces in the southern portion of Kontunm
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Province and ncar the Plci Djereng CIDG Camp, On 4 Cctobor, 40 CIDG re--
cruits deserted from the Ploi Djereng Camp., Beginning on 5 Cctober, Spe-
ciel Forces reports indicated th. presence of an iVA Regiment, possibly .
from the 1st NVA (Le Loi) Division, moving into the Kontum “Panhandle" .
On 14 October, & Flei Dacreng company-sized patrol made contact with an
estimated two NVA plajoons in the mountains southecast of their camp, Two
‘soparate incidents of ground-to-air firc were rcported northecast -of the:
camp on 16 October., In responsc to thcse indications, visuel reconnaise=
sdance fhgh-t.s wore incrcased, Sightings on 17 October revealed .many rafts
on the benks of the Se San River, Finally, on tho night of 18 Octobor: s
Plei Djereng recceived a mortar attack from east of tuc camp, The rounds,
‘belicved tbobe 60mm, all fell to the east of the camp. As additionsl rcporis
from usually: rcllablc sourccs tended to confirm the prescnece of ‘clements
of the lst NVA Division, it was cstimetod that elements of the 324, 33d, or
66th NVA Regiments were. committcd in the vicinity of Floi. D;u,rcn" end south-
crn Kontum Province. It becane apparent thet .the encmy was eithcr wnreparing
to launch a major attack against Plei Djoreng or wes using tihic arce as a. cor-
‘ridor into ‘central Kontum and: Ploilm Provinces. However, most of the-sourccs
of informetion normally rolicd upon to deteraine wmore accuruto.._y tic extent
of enemy activity; proved to be inadequato when applied to thic southorn
portion of Kontum Provines. Tho capabilitics of visual rcconnaissance and
imagery intorpretation were minimized by the dense vegetation. The sparse
civilian population precluded the cffective emplgyment of agents. Informa-
tion available. concerning the arca west of the Se San River wes only sufficicnt
to make the arce suspect as pertiofie major infiltration route leading oi-
ther. east into Kontum and Pleiku, or south into Cambodie snd the southorn-
provinces of South. Victnem., The extent to which the encmy had usecd the
aroa could not bo accurately. detcr'nlncd. - levertholess, sufficient cvidence
of increasn.ng cnemy activity did cxist to warrant the- committln:r of d:Lv1-
sion units into. 'bno area ‘bo conduct OFERATION PAUL REVERE IV

b. Enomy actlvity dur:.ng FPAUL ;mW:‘.RE .LV

(1) Actlvity durlng the poriod 18-27 October- - The initiel -
rcaction to the eénemy bu::.ldup and throat to Flei Djcreng was to initialc
B-52 strikes on suspccticd turgets. Elemcnts of the 4th Infentry Division
wérc then committed to assess and exploit theso strikes beth . cast and west
of the Sc Son River, The first cnouy contact occurrcd on 20 Oct tober vhen
“the 1st Bo.‘btahon, 14th Infantry enga zged & platoon size onomy. force  south-
‘cdst of Plei Djereng in the vicinity of YA920520. On 21 October, L Comapny,
24 Bat.‘t.alion, 35th Infantry cengoged en NVA unit of possible compeny size,
northwost of Plei Djcreng, in the vicinity of YA825610, This wes the first
contact west of the Se San River, On 23 October, A Gompan,,r, lst Bat'balion,
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1/th Infantry cncountered 21 KVA in the vieinity of YA928560, and a CIDG
unit under their opcrational control pursued 15 VC/VMC into .eaves locatcd
in the vieinity of YA862615, Captives token as a result of those actions
revealed thoy wore from the lst and 2d Battalions, 95B Regiment and that
there were two other WVA Regiments operating within the Arca of Opcrations
(40), Tho next scveral days were charactcrized by the northward progression
of friendly forces with only occasional contacts with enomy elements of
platoon size or smaller, Early on the morning of 27 October, A Company,
1st Battalion, 12th Infantry, received siell arms, automatic weapons and
17 rounds of estimatcd 60mm mortar firc from west and southwest of gheir
locatien-in the vicinity of YA725540.  This contact with en estimectcd com-
pony -size .onemy forcs lasted for morc than two hours., Contact was broken
when the enemy withdrew to the north and southwest, Prisoncrs tokenes
‘& result of this action identificd their unit as the 5th Battalion, 32d
Regiment, lst NVA Division. The discovery of abandoned unit positions,
supply caches, trail nctworks and tunnels, coupled with the.fact that cone
- tects with clcments of the 95B Regiment had occurred both cast, and west -
-of the Se San River, seemed to indicated an cneuy withdrawal to. the north-
west across the Sc San River., There were also indications that the infro-
duction of US Forees and thc B-52 8trikes had thwarted the enemyls plams
for en attack ogaifnst Plei Djoreng, forcingi:him to withdraw. . (Sce Inclo~
sure 3 for disposition of cnemy units as of 27 October,) o

| .~ (2) Activity during the period 28 Ottober - 18 Hovembors
‘The enemy-reactcd to the advance of fricndly forcos by withdrawing,;j;;;q_ 558

and 32d Regimocnts to the northwest, With increasing frequency, fricmddy
units continued to. discover well camouflaged, but gencrally undefordod,s
cncmy baso arecs and fortified positions of up te battalion size.: :dEmer
contacts were made with scaticred cneny foreces,’ bub enemy units larger
than platoons were scldom cngaged.  Exceptions occurred, howsver, that
bolicd the enemy!s intent to avoid contact. Early on the evening of 28
October C Comapny, 2d Bettalion, 35th Infantry was cngeged by an estimated
battelion sizc force in the vieinity of YA770594, Contact continucd for
five hours and resulted in 7 NVA soldiers KIA and'l captured. The prisoncr
stated thet his unit was the 2d Battalion, 95B Regiment, located in the vie-
inity of YA778567.  On 29 October, boginning at 0230 hours, two coupanics

of theo'2d Battalion, 8th Infantry rcceived heavy small erws znd automatic
weapons- fire from south and west of their positions in the wiecinity of
YA675515 and YA69051L, The encmy force, cstimatcd to be of battalion size,
continued the attack until approximately 0515 hours, and sporadic light -
contact continued throughout the remeindcr of the morhing, This actian '
resulted in 51 enemy KIA, With the exception of one estimated NVA platoon
encountored by 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry at YA830627 on the afternoon of
29 October, and onc cstimated .platoon eontected on the worning of 30 Oct-
ober at YA768608, only sporadic, light contacts werce mede through 30 October,
Onc P captured during this period in the viecinity of YA770594 identified
his unit as thc K2 Battalion, 95B Regiment, 1Oth Agricultural Sitc and
located the Regimental Headquertors in the vieinity of YA830630. Hec also
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located the K2 Battahon Hcadquar‘bcrs at. Y.n827602. Another &,ptlve takc.n at
Y4671516 stated thet his unit was the,1lst Battalion, 33d Roegiment, Ie Loi
Division with headquartcrs in the v:Lclm.ty of YA668526, Ho.also stated 'bhat
the 334 Regiment Headqua,rters was in the vicinity of KA672537 and & now:
divisional hospital was ot YA6/3541. On 31 October A Compeny, 2d &tto.hon,
,35th Infantry obscrved an estimated 50 NVA approximatcly 200 meters from theoir
" location at YA767621. A Company attacked, but the onemy.withdrew to the .

. northwest and -pursuit proved futile. The continucd .advenco of friendly-
forces to the north and west- met with relatively little opposition from
31 Octoboer to 4.November, Occasional light contects-andithe froquoht dis-
covery of abandoncd enomy positions continued., The enemy appearcd to be -
avoidiiig ‘decislue engagemont with. friondly forces, ‘The cnemy forecs hed
“been scverely domaged by heavy fire from air and x.rtillcry and by the rapid
.advance of friendly forces. Hec was apparontly attompting to lure fricndly
forees into.an arce wherosthe terrain would favor his ambush tactics end-

( 1imit the rapid US reinforcement capability. The location. of mfny abendonod
defehsive positions in. closc proxj.m:.ty to natural LZ's tended to substanti-
ate this probability.’ Slgmflcant .enexy contact was regained on 4 November
when &:rcconnaissence element of the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry onu“ged
an ¢stimcted 40 men HVA forec in the wvicinity of YA745565, Contact was:
broken when the encimy position was overrun. On § November ot W Yih700532,

3 A Company, ‘1st Battalion, 22d Infantry cstablished contect with an ustimatod

enemy compeny, :Contact.wes broken after approximatcly one hour when the

| enemy withdrew. . From 6 through 9 November only minor contucts werc made,
end friendly forces continued their advance to the north and the west toward
-the Nam Sathay River. - The relative calu was broken at 0530 hours on lO
November ‘when the 1st Battalion,-12th Imantry Command Post reccived an
¢stimted 15-20 rounds of .82mm mortar fire apparcntly from northwest of

.- their position in the vicinity of YA710532, All rounds. felk. outsmo their
© perimeter,  Iater ‘the same day Task Force PRONG engaged an eneny forec for

. & period’of seven and one-half hours in the viecinity of 14605515, approx-

( y imately three kilomcters from the Cambodien border. This cnery. forec was
s estmated to have included three compenies in contact at werious times, -

Onc ceptive idemtificd his unit as the H-1l5 AA Compeny,. Nong Truong 10, end

stated thet-it was assigned the mission of setting up ambush sites in the:

vicinity of landing zonce. Another captive teken by the lst Battalion,
12th . Infantry on 10 Novembor in the vieinity of YA683564, steted thet he -
was a member of the 4th Battalion, 32d Regimont, and thet its mission

was to delay the advance of US troops while the remainder of the Regiment

crossed the river. He indicated that 1am1ng zoncs in the vieinity of

'YA5852 werc heavily defonded with 12, 7um ih weapons. On the night of 10

November, A Compan;y, 1st Battalion, 22d Infentry received 20 mortar rounds

and heavy smell arms firc from northwest of their position at Ta677566,

The Battalion remained in. contact .with an ostimated compeny sizc foree for

approximatcly two hours, A PW captured on 11 November as & result of this

ection stated that ho was & member of the K6 Battclion, 95B Regiment loceted
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in the vicinny of YA702549., Early on 11 Novcnber Task Force PRONG con-
fronted an estimated two NVA compenics in an cngauomcnt thot contimued for

tcn hours in the vicinity of YA570550, Two of six HVA® soldicrs capbured
during . this contact stated thaot they were membors of the H-14 AA Cbmpeny,

Cong Truong 3 Regiment, Nong Troung 10, Order of battle rocordd. equated

this to the 88th Rogiment, 10th NVA Division, On the night of 11 \6‘?0mbcr
.C Company, lst Battalion, 1l4th Infantry engaged one NVA pleatoon at’ J1605515.
‘On 12 Novenber.at 1805 hours the command post and two companics of the 1st »
Battalion, 12th Infantry plus B Battery, 4th Batthlion, 424 4ir¥ilicry located
in the vicinity of Yi592568 began roceiving mortar fire from north and.west of
.théir position, At 1900 hours, the mortar firc lifted and & ground attack
from ‘the- north and west:was launched by en estimated two battalion size

enemy force. Intermitiont mortar fire resumed at: apprmamatc]y 1915 hours

and ground contact continued until approximately 0300 hours. Sporadn_q- sm]_]_
arns and automatic woapons fire from the north continucd until cpnrads
0400 hours, During this cngtgement, the cnewy firod an estimated 500600 .
60rm and 82mm mortar rounds. This is believed to be the hcoviest cnewmy . )
nortar attack recorded in the Vietnom War. Enouy poersonncl losscs aos g b
result of tho engagement wore 76 KIA and 2 CIA, Onc FW coptimod ‘on the :
morning following the attack steted thet he was assigned to the K8 Bat¥ml-

ion, 88th Rogiment and that his unit's mission wes to surround” US Porees
 aftcr an artillery or morter attacl and overrun their pos:.t10n8. He 19-
catcd the 88th Regimont Headquarters in the vicinity of Zi564552 awndd: <
Battalion Heodquarters in the vieinity of YA583535 and rovoaled ﬂmﬁt %
had Beer occupying tho arca just east of the border for about two months, )
Early on the morning of 13 Novenbor en cstimoted iVa plotoon, well dug
and armed with autonetic weapons, wes cncountercd by B Compony, lst Battnl-
ion, 12th Infantry in the vieinity of ¥A573553, 'lator the semc morning,
B Company, 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry ‘hed sporadic coritact with en unknown
size enemy foree at YA740635. Documents found at tho location indicated
+that the unit was prebebly an element of tho 95B Hegirment. On the sftcr-
hoon of 13 November at YA564510, A Compeny, lst Battelion, 14th Infentry -
wes in contact with an estimatced encry company and rOC\«lVOd o.poro:ama'tob )
five mortar rounds. At 1527 hours the seme afternoon 4 Compary. cngaged -
an estimeted two NVA comepnics at YA575009, Contact was broken et 1704 -
hours &nd resulted in 26 NVi KIL, Fron 14 through 16 Novcmber, orﬂ.y light
cnenmy contact was made and fricndly forces continucd their movement virtunlly
unopposcd. Shortly before noon on 17 Novenbor A Company, 24 Ba‘bbahen, 8th
Infantry and en ctteched CIDG unit made contect with an estimated company
size Unit in the vicinity of Y4600595, Apprommately onc hours later B Con-—

, '2d Battalion, 8th Infaniry engegud the same onemy foreg in the vi-

c:.mty of YA598601, Rcsulis of both contacts were negative, .On the aftcr—
poon of 17 Novembor.a patrol frem B Compeny, lst Ba’ctuhon, 35th Infentry
'captured one WVA soldicr carrying rico tlong a streom in the vieinity of
14665661, The captive stated that his unit wos the 5th Bettalion, 95th
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Regiment and that he was a member of a 10 man group responsible for- carry-
ing rice from a rice collection p01r1t in the vicinity-of YI1639625 to his ‘
battallon’s 1ocat10n in the V1c1n1ty of YA699679 '

. (3) Thv period 28 October to- 18 November represented the period
of ‘maximun contact. It.was marked by an increase in aunti-aireraft fire -
recéived by friendly aiwcraft and by. the large number of anti-aircraft and

.other fortified positions. de’oec‘oed, especially in the v1c1n:|.ty of potential

landing zones west ‘of the Nam Sathay River. 4s a result, friendly ﬁoll—'
borne operations were limited to the few existing, or hz,stﬂy ‘ereated land-
ing zones, The enemy, aware of these taetical lmtatlons, devised countore-
measures by Se,ut:mg up ambushes around landing zones and by depliying his
forces in a manner that would facilitate the rapid reinfsrcement:of an am-
bush with up to a. b‘attlmn size force, (See Tnclosure 8 for scv-evxatlc
sketchies of enemy tactlcs). Contacts with elements of the 88th and the

33d NVA Regiments; 3. incidents of anti-pircraft fire, POW reports, and the
discovery of ‘basé areas and fortified positions west of the Nam Sathay, -
confirmed the withdrawal of the 33d WVA Regiment west of the river and the
presencé: of the 88th NVA Regiment in the same arca, All indications point-
6d to their ieployment into prepared positions near “the Canbod;v.an border

in the vieinities of YAS856 and YA61L9, At least some elements of the 32d
and 958 (2d Battalipn, 958 Regiment and Sth Battalion, 32 Reblmen’t) moved
north and remeined east of the Nam Sathay River. Enemy plans to> attzck
Plei Djereng and to later destroy US reaction forces north and west of ‘the
Se San R:Lver were apparently disrupted by the preusurc of US Forces ‘and the
continuous air and artillery strikes aga inst his units, ',I‘he enemy suffered
heavy casuzlties’ during his engapgements with US Forces atd os 2 result of
artillery, close air $trikes, and B~52 activity, PW's lnuiC”t04 that' the
morale ¢f their units was cenerally low hecause of heavy ca sualties, short-
ages of fosd and medicine, and a high incidence of disezse. Withdrawal
and redeployment into positiéns ulong the Cambcdian border enabled the cen-
emy to bake advantage of ‘the proximity of the border t: mass his forces

and fire power against advancing US Forces., His logistical lines were not
extended thus he was in an advantagecus pesition to suppert large scale
attacks such as the attack on the lst Battaliop, 12th Infantry on the night
of 12 Novembere He was better able to obtain food, medicine and cther sup-
plies. Most importantly, he could rely upon the immunity of the Canbodian
sanctusyy in the event that the pressure. of US Forces became too. greabs, he
could also avoid high casualty tolls irom artillery aud B-:;2 strikes by -
merely w1thﬁrawing across the border. . (See Inclosure h for d:.soosﬁ:rn

of enemy umts as of 18 I\hvember.) <

().;) Act1v1tibs during the periad’ 19 - 26 November: On 19&3\7-_2
oy
and an attached CIDG element engazed an’ .stimateed two NVA Batt a_]_ir)ns, e

hﬂu “\
PW captured as a result of this contact indicated that he was frop the 6th
Ba ttal:.on, 33 Regiment, and tna‘ there - were two battallons of the 33d
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located near. his place of capture. On the night of 19 Novenbew, € Cone~
pany, lst Battalion, l4th Infantry and a CIDG element made contact with
an estimated NVA.battalion size unit in the vicinity of YA615515, Enemy
losses resulting from these contacts totalled 166 KIA, On 22 November
24 Battalion, 35th Infantry made contact with an estimated platoon size -
force'in bunkers and armed with machine guns in the vicinity of YA6C2L95,
These, and frequent mincr centacts, along with evidencerthat the area
bounded generally by coordinates YA5758, YA6058, YA604L9, and YAS5749
consisted of a ¢omplex of fortificetions prompted friendly forces to
call for a series of B-52 strikes between 19-27 November, .lthough
there was no accurate body count, there were several indications that
the enemy suffered heavily as result of these strikes, in accurate

body count could not be made for several reasons, First, for several
days after the strikes, friendly units were pulled out of the area in
the late afternoon to avoid being cut off from. their parcnt units after
darkness, This allowed the encmy the opportunity te evacuete his cas-
ualties, One agent report indicated that on one night during this pe-
riod 353 NVA bodies were buried in Cambodia. Secondly, the arca in
which the B-52 strikes cccurred was heavily bunkered, and it is prob-
able that a large number of enemy personnel were bur:Led in fortifice-
tions as they were destroyed by the bombing. Four captives interro-
gated subscquent to the B-52 strikes claimed thot losses sustained by
the 33d Regiment resulted in its deactivation and resssignment of its
personnel as replacements to other units., Yet there wos still no ev-
idence that the NVA units west of the Nem Sathay werc prepering to
withdraw into Cambodia, They appeared to be making a determined effort
to remain in Vietnam in the vicinity of the border, The Nam Sathey
River Valley has for years sorved as & major infiltration route, 1Its
importance may have dictated that the NVA remain in Vietnam and defend-
the area in spite of continuous bombardment by air and artillory,

(5) Despite the concentration of activity in the south-
western portion of the arca of operations, contacts with elements of
the 95B and 324 Regiments continued as friendly forces pushed north-
ward townrd the Plei Trop arca, east of the Nam Sathay. On 20 Novem-
ber, B Company, lst Battalion, 35th Infentry cncountered an estimated
reinforced NV.. platoon in approximately 18~20 bunkers in the vicinity
of YA6T74688, Several hours aftor the contact was initicted;, 4 Come
pany, 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry linked up with B Cor ;peny, and the
encny position was- overrun, tr. the morning of 22 Noverl.er in $he vi-
cinity of YA675699, i Company, lst Battalion, 35th Infattry rcceived
heavy mochine gun and other automatic weapons fire from an estimated:
NV4 platoon. later the same day i Company located and pursued an en-
ery squad in the vicinity of Y.i677702., The pursuit led to an cngnge-
nent with a dug in enemy platoon, These, and other daily contacts
with individuals and small elements east of the Nam Sathay River dur-
ing the period 21-25 November, netted several captives whose mormatlon
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tended to confirm that elements of the 95B and 32d Regments rem:.ned
east of the Nam Sathay River, A captive taken on 21 November. by lst .
Battalion, 35th Infantry in the vicinity of YA665661 identified-his unit
28 the 1st Battalion, 958 Reg:.ment The captive was on a ricé corr]:mg
nission and had not been with his unit for the last eight days. - How-
ever, he stated that on 12 Noverber the lst Battalion was located in -
the vicinity of YA674735. One KVA .soldier captured by A Company, 1lst
Ba.tta.lion, 35th Infantry on 24 November, in the-vicinity of Yu681,719

stated .thet. he was assigned to the 2d Battalion, 95B Regiment ‘He fure~. |

ther stated that in recent months the 2d Battalion had essumicd the nis-
sion of attacking La.ndn.ng zones and that the 1lst Battalion wos used as

a reserve unit: Both units “were moving to locate a new l'mdmg zone

in preparation for an attack, He gave as a pcssible location -of the

2d Battalion the v:.cinzty of coordinutcs Y/A8081, YA8281, Y.8233, and
YA8085; Another capt:.ve taken on 24 November bv B Company, lst Bate ,
ta.lion, '22d Infantry in the vicinlty of YA 6697LO clained to be a member
of the H~20 Engineer Company, 32d Regiment, which he located in the.
vicinity of YAT01716, He also said that the 32d Regiment Headquarter

had been located in the vieinity of ¥.669720 sincé about 3 Novenber,

On 25 November 4 Company, 1lst Battallon, 35th Infant?y capturcd one

NVA soldier in the vicinity of YAG84707, who identificd his unit as

the 2d Battdlion, 95B Regiment and located it in the vicinity of ¥
665697 as .of 22 November: Another prisoner taken by B Company, lst - -
Battalion, 35th Infantry, in the vicinity of Yi685699 on 25 Novembcr, -
stated that he was from the 2d Battalion, 32d Reginment which was lo~-
cated if the vicinity of YA68068Q on 23 November, On 25 Novcmber B

Campany, .1st Battalion, 22d Infantry captured one PW vicinity of Y. 659‘737

who sta.t.ed that he belonged to the H~20 Engineer Corpany, 32 Reg:.- ~

_ ment, and that five days carlier his ¢ompany had been located in the
° vicinity of YA685712, ‘Nurerous v1sual reconnaissance reports and

.. other: -teports from relizble sources, indicated a possible large unit -
! concentration in the vicinity of YA7071, YA7O74, YA7L71, and Yu?l).’?l;.. ,
-} The sighting of numerous anti-aircraft positions and other activity
indicatéd thot the area bounded by coordinctes YL6469, Y.6L85, Y.6885,
and Yt.6879 was being prepared for receipt of a large. enemy headquerters,
Frequent sightings of rafts, wood and log bridges and trail aectivity
along the Nam Sathay between Y.670781 and Yi727870" indicated e:':bons:.ve
enemy activity in that area. (See Inclosure 5 for dispo...l‘tlon of en~
cny units as of 26 Novermber.,) . - , , ,

. "(6) Actlvity during the per:.od 27 November - 15 Decenber.
Dur:mg this period, acu:w:Lty was congcntrated in the northcrn portion
of thé area of operaticns and to 'the -Bertheast (-long the flan Sathay
River, However, contacts were ‘infrequent’ oid"US units seldon cncoun=
tered a force larger than sq_uud size, Severzl significant incidents
occurred during the pericd. Several lorge base areas and hospital
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conmplexes were,dlscovered west of the Nam Sathoy River. /Also, the cap-
ture and interrogation of several NVA soldiers tended to confirm the
withdrawal of the 32d and 95B Regiments to the Cambodian border, On

27 November, in the vicinity of YA574537, A Company, 1st Battalion, 12th
Infantry, located and destroyed’100 huts and 100 foxholes estimated to
have been used one nonth before, The discovery of mumerous bottles and
vials in the area mdlcated that it was probobly a hospital site,  On
the afternoon of 27 Novémber, 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry captured

one NVA soldier near a recently uscd platoon position in the wvici 1tv'
of YA675679, The prisoner stoted that he had jojned the 5th Battal ion,
32d Regiment approxinately one month earlier when his battalion of the
33d Reginent was disbanded, He stated that the 5th Battalion attacked
a landing zone in the vicinlty of YA672680 on about 21 November and
then withdrew across the river in the vieinity of Y4657685. In an

arca of dense undergrowth in the vicinity of Y.659754, B Company, lst
Battalion, 22d ‘Infantry located a large number of encry troops late

on the afternoon of 27 Novenber. One NVA soldier'teken prisoner iden-
tified his unit as the 2d Battalion, 95B- chment, but he was unable

to provide its location, On 28 Novenmber, i Company, lst Battalion,
35th Infantry enzgaged an’ estinated conpany size enernty force in the
vicinity of Y.685708, One prisoner captured as a result of-this
contact claired his unit was the 2d Battalion, $5B Regiment, and that .
at the time of contact, he was ‘a member of a reconnalssa.nce ‘clement
with the mission of reconnoitering a la.nc.mg zone in the vicinity of
YA668663, He located the 2d Battalion in the vicinity of YA708727, -

On 28 November the fire support base of lst Battalion, 12th Infemtry, .
located in the vicinity of Yi610527, received approximately 25 rounds
of estinmeted 82m morter fire from the vieinity of YA597533. Also, the
Lth Infantry Division Forward Cormand Post located .south of Plei Djereng
received 2l rounds of 82mm mortar fire from the vicinity of YA86543%, -
In both incidents, all rcunds fell outside the perimcters, - On 29 No-
verber in the vieinity of Y.65¢755, B Company, lst Bottalion, 22d In-
fantry made contact with three NVA soldiers, toking one captive.  The
captive identified his unit as the 2d Batialion, 95B ch:unent and :
stated that four days carlier it was lccated near a streanm: in the vi~
cinity of YA692723. Its mission was to remain at that location and

act as a blocking force. On 30 Novenbver, C Compuny, st Bat talion,

35th Infantry made contact with an unknown size cnery force in the
vicinity of Y1~73.7706 Contact was immedictely broken as the eneny
withdrew to the north, Documcniis and eguipment found in the area in-~
dicated that the cnemy unit was an elcment of the 32d Reginent, pos-
sibly a battalion headquarters. On the night of 30 November, the 2d
Battalion; 8th Infantry fire support base, located at Yu610602, re-
ceived 20 rounds of 82m mortar fire from, northwest of their position, |
On 2 December in the vicinity of YA580540 . Company, 1lst Battalion .
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‘12th Infg.ntry, cncounter d an estink ted corpeny size force. L NV“

" Scrgeent, who bad been separated frem his unit, wes chpturcd in the |

seme arca on 4 December by B Compeny, 1lst Battalion, 224 Infentry, .
The Sergeant identified his unit as the 5th Bottalion, 88th Regiment,

" end gtatod that -the unit in contact.in that arce on 2 December was an

clement of tho 88th Rogiwent, He stated thet until approximotely one
nonth 5go, tho- 88th Regiment hed the nission of ambushing US holi- |
borne troops ot lending zones, but that heavy casucltics had caused
a_change in rdssion, - iccording to. the captive, -the Sth Bettalion hed
been ordered 1o assume the nission of locsting and aubushln;;, Speeict
Forces and CIDG- pctrols. To the north, on 22 December, i Conp.ny,
1st Battalion, 224 Infantry,. ‘located o 75 bed hospital in the viein-

ity of Yab46746. Sevorhl docunents found in the hospitel arca indi-

cated that it had been. used by the 324 Ragiment In the v1c1n:|.tJ oft.
YA735708, - C Compan:y, lat Battalion, 35th Infantry located a reinforced . -
conpany posit:.on -and,: a short time later, located ancthor posrnlon : )
consisting of 100 one to thrco man bunkers in the vicinity of Yu'737700,
This area had been occupied- approxinctely two or three ‘days ‘éarlicr,

On A,December an aorial observor frcm the 3d. Brigade Task Force, 25th .
Infantry Divisicn sighted four individuals in the vicinity of YA665767.-
Elcments cf the lst Battalion, 22d Infantry moved into the ares and
apprehonded one NV. soldier who identified his unit as the 16th. Come

_.mnications Company, 2d Battalion, The Bettalion mission was to ate
 tack lending zones and to cmbush US and 4iiVN patrols, ilthough the
‘prisoncr was unable to provide & regimentel desipgnetion, other infor-

maticn obtained indiczted thet the 2d Battalion wes probably subordi-, ..
nate tb the 958 Regiment, An NV deserter teken by the lst Battalion,.
224 Infcntry on the same day, in tho vicinity of YA66476%, sEatcd. 'L’mt
he was from the 24 Battalion, 95B Reginent, and that as cf 2 Dccembar, ‘
its location wes in the vicinity of ?Ls690766 The mission of thec 95B
Regiment was- 40 advanc\. in en easterly dircection to attack landing, zoncs
and conduct ambushes. -On arperimeter scarch of the command ‘post erca on
5 December, tho 3d Brigade Task Foree, 25th Infentry Division epprehended
one NVi. soldier in the vieinity of- - Yi865446, The prisoner presented a sofe
conduct pass and clained thot ho had deserted his unit, which he identificd
as the 21st Heavy Weapons Battalion, 952d Regimont, 304th Division, He
stated -that when-he deserted 10 deys cerlier his company was located in the
vicinity of ¥16936,. ilthough Order of Battlc files contained no reference
to o 9524 Regimontment, rescarcih indicoted ‘that the subject was ‘possibly. a
nember of a battelion designated X~-200 end lest located in the vieinity of
the Kontum, Ploiku, Cambodie bordor erca, However, on 6 Decctiber, docu-
ments found on a dcad NVi soldier in the vicinity of 656837 by the: 1st
Battalion, 22d Ini‘antry, indieated that the individuel mght have been as-
signed to e unit designated as the 19th irtillery Company, 6th Battalion,
952d Lrtillery Regiment, In the vicinity of Yi657840 on 6 Dccenmber, B
Company, 1st Bottelion, 12th Infantry, cepturcd one NVi soldicr who claimed
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that his unit was the 34 Ccmpany, 21lst Battalion, 5th Worksite, 304th Di-
vision, but stated that he had heerd that he belonged to the “42d Reginent.,
The captive located his company in the vicinity of &1663810 as of 6 Decem—
ber., Order of Battlc research indicatocd that Worksite 5 is also known as
the 66th Rogiment and that the 24th Regiment is also known as the 42d Regl-
ment, WNeither unit had been contacued during P4UL REVERE IV "and it is pos=-
sible that the unit to which the captlve belonged wos a'proviously un-
identified divisicnel support cleuent. - On thc night of 6 Decomber, the
fire support bese of the lst Battelion, 12th Infantry, locatced in the
vicinity of YA4656837, received five to #ix rounds of 82mm mortar fire,

On 9 December B Company, 1st-Be¥alien, l4ith Infantry capturoed two NV

soldicrs in the vieinity of YA762646, who claimed to have descrted their

unit, which they identifticd ‘a8 tho 3d Coupany, 4th Battalion, 958 Regi- |
ment, Both captives stated thet ‘when they doserted on 28° Nove*'ber, thoir
conpany was located in the vieinity of YA764670, but that: it was moving

to leng Tung ¥illage in tho vieinity of Ya8162, iccording to the c‘..pt:.ves y

the nission of their unit had boen to ambush suall friendly clements on

landing zonee and trails. The currefit unit nission was to establish:

Viet Cong <installations in the villages: of -Ian Tung, long M, and Lunp‘

? Mit and to set up anbushes west of Hill 772 in tho v:Lc:Lnity of Y8162,

Bot.h coptives donied knowledge of the current locetion and mission of

ther 4th Battalion elemonts, “In the vieinity of Y.&x635719 on 9 Deceuber,

B Company, . 18t Battallon, 224 Infontry, capturcd one badly weunded HVa a2
soldier who stated that hc was a member of the 24 Tramsportotion Battalion,
10th NVa Divislon, and. thet he had been, separa'bgd fren his unit 12 days
previously after a B-52 sirike. ~©n 10 Decomber-in the v:.c:.m.ty of YA626'719,

A Company, 1lst Battalion, 22& Infantry loceted a large villasx
to be regimental size and wery recomtly evacwated, The v:Lllu 7 im!;axaod
kitchens, latrines,. possible classrovoms, 50 by 30 feet slo eping " quse

H ters, and underground tronhches: used as cir raid-shelters, Diggings

_' estimotcd to be one day old were elso found in'the arca, On 11 De-

\  cember, 4 Company made contact with two NVA soldicre in a village lo-

.Y cated in the vicinity of Yi607714. Onc' NVA Licutcnant was: cgptm'ed )

- who claimed thet he wae essigned as-a platoon leadoer in the 34 Ceme-

3 pany, Ki Ba'btalion, -10th Regiment, 320th Divisicn, ‘Lecording tc the
- Kiewtonant, the reginental mlssion wag to ambush an Americen bettalion
that had 1anded in & landing zone in the vieinity of ¥L638777 on 8
Decenber, The prisoner clso said thet, es of 10 Deoember, the regi-
nmental headquarters was located in the vicinity of Ih610’?70, and that
its subordinate elements, thc 4th, 5th, and 6th Betteliéns,  were lo-
sated  in, the vicinity of Ya6074, YA6079, and Yi6082 respectively,
Lnelysis of all eveilsble order of bettle indieceted that tho 10th Reg-
iment wes probably the 32d WVA Ragiment, On 12 December, 1lst Bettal-
ion, 22d Infantry located & village of" 15 huts capable of ncus:mg a -
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battalion -in-the vicinity of YA606715. The 2d Battalion, 35th Ini‘antry
located a hospital ‘area in the vicinity of YA676767 on this date. On
14 December, in the vicinity of YA6L3801, B Company, lst Battalion,

12th Infantry located a complex of 25 huts and eight bunkers comprising
a 150 bed hospital with two surgical wards. Found in the complex were
various medical supplies and a system by which water was piped in through
bamboo poles. The area had last becn used approxa.mately two or three
months earlier. In the vicinity of Y4635772, on 15 Dccember, C Company,
1st Battalion, 22d Infantry located & village of 20 huts, a kitchen, a
latrine and a possible 10 to 12'bed hospital. Also found were 10 in-
csmplete, huts that appeared to have been bullt w:.th:.n the last 72 hours.
The large amount of military and personal equlpment left in the are
indicated that it had been hastlly evacuated within the previous 214
hours, During this entire period, the enemy’ avo:Lded significant con~ . .
tact throughout the area of operatiosns. There were several indica-
tions that the majority of eneny forces had withdrawn west toward the
Cambodian border. and possibly into Cambodia. Indications persisted .

that .the 333 Regiment had been cllsbanwd and the last contact w1th
elements of the 88th Regiment occurred JLS'b east of the border on 2
December. Agent reports indicated that a large enemy force was con-
centrated in Cambodia in the vicinity -f YA5550 to YAS560 and it was
considered possible that this concentration included ‘the major elements
of the 88th Regiment and possibly the 33d Regiment. In the nsrthern
portion of the area of operatl‘ons s the discovery of several large b'mse
and hospitel areas west of the Nam Sathay River, and also thc results

of prisoner interrogations, gave credence to indicotions that the bulk

of the 95B and 324 Regiments had withdrawn west toward the border.

However, interrogation reports, frequent sightings and minor contacts
with elements of both regiments indicated that the enemy units werc
divided into small groups, and that their exfiltration to the west
and northwest was not well crzanized. During this ‘period there wos a
marked increase in repcrts of Viet Ceong activity east of the forward
US combat clements, particularly alonz routés 509 and 15, Numcrous
mining incidents occurred on Route 509 between coordinates YA92U5 and
ZAO1L2 and on Route 19 between coordinates YA928280 and YA988296,
These incidents indicated a possiblc attempt to shift attention to
this area, thereby reliesving the pressure causcd by US forcos near
the border aréa. (See. Inclosure 6 for dis J"Sltl n oi cnc.mj units as
of 15 December.)

(7) Actun.’cy during the peried 16 - 31 December: This
period was one of only &-few minor contacts. These.contacts were probe
ably the result of US units surprising small enemy clements that had
become disoriented and detached from their parent units durlnu with=-
drawzl. Small scale mining and harrassing 1nc1denus continucd through-
sut the periods There was a mortar = tack ‘against the lst Zavtalicn,
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22d Infantry Command Post, located at YA656757, on 18 December. Twenty-
five to 30 rounds of 82mm mortars were fired from northwest of the come
mand post location, but all rounds fell outside the battalion perimeter,
Four NVA prisoners taken by B Company, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, lst
Air Cavalry Division (AM) on-22 December in the vicinity of YA953353
identified their parent unit as the 2d Company, Lth Battalion, $5B Reg-
iment, They said the remainder of the Lth Battalion was located in the
vicinity of YA690L70. The captives also stated that they were a part
of a 30 man element composed of NVA soldiers and VMC who had been oper-
ating in' the area for the past 15 days, The mission .of the group ihe
cluded laying mines, shooting helicopters, gathering rice, and spread-
ing propaganda, According to all ceptives, the 2d Company broke into
three groups 15 days earlier. One group was operating in thz arca of
Pleiku, while the third group was “peratlng to the west in the vicinity
of YA7836. This tended to confirm previous indications that the 95B
Regiment had not been 2ble to withdraw intact fram the Plei Djcreng

arca after US forces were introduced in.late Oectober. It was orobe
able that the 2d Company had been cut ~ff from the remainder of the

Lth Battalion and that it had besn operating independently since that
time, The cnemy continued to avolid contact for the remainder of De-
cember, It became apparent that the majority of the 324, 33d, 88th,

and 95B Regiments had withdrawn into Cambodia, leaving behind a few
small, scattered elements that bad been gut off from their parent units.
Small scale mining and harrassing incidents continued, but these were
attributed to the efforts of local VC/VMC, occasionaly operating in
concert with small groups of NVA troops whose withdrawal had been cut
off. (See Inclosure 7 for dispousition of enemy units at the conelu-
sion of PAUL REVERE IV.)

Ce Processmg and Intbrrog tlan of NVA captives,

(1) During PAUL R‘EVEP& IV a total of Ll NVA and 3k VC
prisoners were taken. In additicn there were 1l returnees. An aver-
age of 56 hours elapspd from the time of capture tc arrival at the
Division .PW Compound, The most I‘,.pld evacuation was eight hours,
while the longest dclay was 270 uours from time of capture to arrival
at the compounds Thirteen captives were evacuated through medical
channels, Of these, four died of wounds and/or ciseases such as ma-
laria and beriberi. Four captives were exploited while they were in
medical channels. During the operation, experience confirmed that
rapid ovacuetion is a necessity and that the value of infcrmation ob-
tained from a subject shortly aftcr his capture wes far more accurate
than information obtained several hours or days later. Further, cap-
tives evacuated quickly were generally more cooperative duri ng inter-
rogation than those whose evacuvativa was delayed,
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(2) Observations of NVA captives: Sevéral observations
were made during the course of interrogabting NVA soldiers captured

during PAUL REVERE IV, These observations contributed to the improve~

ment of interrogation techmiques and yrovided US units with a bctter
knowledge of the enemy forces in contact,.

(a) Generally, morale among the NVA soldiers was
poors This was attiributed to many conditicns; however, the primary
causes appearced to be an extremely hizh disease rate, the increasin
difficulty in procurring foed and supplies and a terrible fear of ‘the
B~52 bomberse. Most soldiers departed North Vietnam mentally and phys-
ically fit to vliberate" South Vietnam, but even the most stalwart be-
came uncertain of themselves after- their first contact with US forces.,
Genmerally, life in South Vietnam for the NVA soldiers became a struggle
for self=preservation. Malaria was the most common diszase, but poor
livine conditions and lack of sufficient medical supplies made the VA
poldier highly susceptiblé to many other diseases as well, The increas-
ing problem in obtaining adequate food supplies was apmarent in the
physical conm.tlon of ‘most NVA soldiers capturmd. '

(_b) No captive 1nterrogated ln.mltecl their answers
to ‘those required by the Geneva Prisconer of War Conventions. -Low mo=
rale was a contributing factor. However, more significant was an ap-
parcnt lack of training, Training in conduct as a prisoner may not
have been considered necessary bi:cause of the NVA practice of giving
enlisted men only that information neccssary to -accomplish their mission.

(¢) In spite of their willinsness to talk, all rew
sponses were not necessarily truthful and many forms of resistence to
interrogation were en¢ountered. The most frequently encountered, and
the most gifficult to discern, was the tendency of several. prisoners
to give false informatisn. This was often done in an attempt to make
a favorable impression upon the interrsgator and because of fear of
mistreatment for their inability to answer questicns, One Lieutenant
captured stated that he had lied earlier in his interrogation because .
he felt that he lacked the experience that US soldiers expected of an
NV. -officer. In some instances, however, subjects gave false infor-
mation regarding changes in organization, identification, strength and
personalties only to a few key personncl,

(d) Ceptives were generally lacking in education,
This, combined with the linguistic awkwardness of Vietnamése intere
preters, frequently rctarded interrogations and necessitated much
cross checking of both the subjects and the 1nter'preters.

(e) There was much evidence that training programs
in North Vietnam have been shortened., Several captives recently in-
ducted into the NVA stated that they had received only one month of
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basic infantry training, More recent inductees indicated they had ree
ceived no political training, This represented a sharp contrast when
compared to scldiers inducted in 1956 who received up to six months in-
fantry training and two to three mohths of political traininge.

(f) The average length of service ef .captives intgr-
rogated was 21 months, The shortest lenzth of service was four montns;
the longest, 79 months, Two NVA soldiers questioned had been reealied
to active service for the second times The youngest captive was 18 *
years cldy the oldest was L2 years olde The average age of NVL scldiers
captured vas 2L.

‘de Enemy Propaganda, The present collection of enemy propa-
ganda material at this headquarters consists of 15 items. Approximately
half of these items are captured documents which tend to show the enemy!s
psychological approach in certain areas, This lack of propaganda mater-
ial may be due to.the fact that the area of operations did not lend
itself to the use of this type program by the enemy. Also, the pressure
brought to bear by the tactical situation may have materiaddy affected
the enemy!'s ability to conduct propaganda operations.

| (1) The majority of the doouments obtained have €en rather

crude- hand drawn.or handwritten items, directe! 2t their own personnel,
The propaganda material targeted at Allied troms is-split into what
appears to be two primary categories; finished priating and field print-

ing, . The finished printed material appea)‘s to be done on large proe-
fessioral type machinery and oftem includes multiple colors amd pic-
tures. Several of the pictures used indicate that some of this print-

¢y ing may have been done out of ccuntry., The sccond category appears to

have bezn done on ‘field or portable type presses. The characteristics
of poor quality paper, low grade ink, and improper spellings tend to

y substantiate the use of field type presscs,

(2)  Propaganda targeted against the Allied troops has been
limited to two basic themes. The first is addressed tc the undesirrqrbil-
ity of the area of operations; heat, insects, ctc. The ssecnd theme is
a stzndard attack on the administration of the S and.GVN. I% concen=-
trates on individuals and allied governments as being "lackeys" of the
UsS. '

(3) The propagsnda targeted at the local or civilian pop-
wlace is quite limited, The themes are standard attacks on the GVU :

and attempt to exploit the difference in race and natiocnality as well
as class structure, :
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. (i) The propaganda material which 1s targeted at their
owm troops, VC/NVi, is the most revealing, Great emphasis appears to

' be placed on drawings and symbols, Slogans of oné or two words with
accompanying pictures appear most often¢ These items usually depict
great victories ovér the Americans, or attempt to ma.xunlze the indi-
viduals mllit.a.ry and pohtlcal training. .

(5) An analysis of all the ‘enemy. proparanda revealed six
interesting facts. "First, based on the evidence available it appe€ars no
new themes are being employed by tihe Communist forces; sccond, symbols
* and slogens continue to be a prime factor in material employed on their

own troopsy-third, adoption of some facets of the enemy's technique ‘
might aid our propaganda efforts. This would inclule an increased
use of graphic symbols, pictures, and slogans; fourth, the enemy has
poor facilities which 1imit his- capabllltlcs ; fifth, mostof their
' C standard finished materials are old in regards to themes, and sixth,
most of the enemy's propaganda was found in the rear arecas rather than
at the front. ’ ' - '

e, Tactics.

(1) During OPERATION PAUL REVERE IV, NVA units zencrally
attempted to avoid decisive engagement- and, when confronted by US

- forces, the NV normally broke .contact and withdrew as rapidly as -
| possible, Excéptions to this were enemy initiated contacts which
-were carcfully planned and executed at a time and piacé of the enemy!s
f choosing, although US forces may have forced some actitns by threaten- .
‘ing the enemy's tase areas. Enemy attacks normally occurr;d during
the hours of darkness and included at least a battalion size force
supported by mortars, The enemy made meximum use of high speed treils
; and his ability to move rapicly through the Jungle, thus minimizing US
( .. forces' supérior fire power and serial observation capability.

(2) Several indicatizns were usvally present when a ma=
jor ecntact was made. The terrain in the viecinity of the impcending
! ‘contact generally was gently sloping with streams located within 200
meters, High speed trails were mmally lcecated in the arez and there
was evidence of the enemy's presence, such as footprints and cut foli-
ages The arca was extremely quiet, containing little or no wildlife,
Frequently, the smell of damp clothing could be detected. Character-
istic of all enemy initiated ccontact. was his thorough reconnaissance
of the area’ and detailed plarmm- of his use of the terrain.

(3) Small enemy recox naissance elemgnts were employed to
follow US forces into overnight bivouac areas. These elements thorough~
ly reconnoitered the area, carefullv loca t:.ng all defensive positions
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and cutting wires to trip flarcs and cleoymere mines. The recennais—
sance completed, thc party then returned tc its porent wnit, narking
the return rcoute to friendly positicns as it withdrew. Telenhone wire
was frequently leid for this purpcse. The attacking encry forece, usu-
ally a battelion, weculd rcturn te the pesiticn following the marked
routei Enemy mortars werc emplaced as clcse as pessible to friend 1J
pesiticns, and every attem;t was nade to infiltrate perscmnel inside
friendly defensive concentraticns pricr to leunching the attock. T@C
ettacks were well plammed, centteolled and ccordinated, and rigid fire
discipline was maintained. Control was exercised by using pin point
flashlights that had the appearance of firceflies from a distance.
Enery trocps were on line and advancing in an crderly manncr when
first sighted by friendly listening pests. Enemy trocps did not fire
until ordered to dc so¢, and a2ll firing ceased immedictely when ordercds
Following an atiack, the cncmy withdrewrl was well organized ~né exc-
cuted. He ncrmally left reor elements behind to meintain centret snd
tc delay friendly pursuit, '

(4) During OPERATION PALUL REVIRE IV lending zenss werc
faverite targets of NVA battalicns and lorger size units. These units
ccncentrated on lccating potential landing .zenes, usucnlly arcas from
300 tc 1000 meters in diapcter. Once on LZ wes selected as a torget,
twe infantry ccnpanies prepared pos1§:1cns in a semi~-circular peottern
approximately cne hour's walk frem the 1Z. 'I'he third 1nfantrv com-
pany wes pesitioned approximately twe. hours distance fronm the 1Z, be-
hind the first twc companies, for reinfcrcement. The ¢apcn°. ccapsny
was usually located on g hill approximcotely. one and cne=half h wur's
distance frem the IZ. The battalicn headguirters was ‘nsunlly posi<
ticned on another hill zbcut three hcurs from the 1Z: . This deplaoy=-
nent was scmetimes (.ltc.rcd by lécating the batinlicn headqurricrs bex
tween the first twe cemponics ond the third company ond by position-
ing the weapens company between the battalicn command pest ond the
rear company. This formeticn afforded greeter flen"b.;llt; end pernmite
ted one battalirn tc cover mere than onc landing zcnes 12's werc ob-
served either from the lecation c¢f the wenpons cempany or by cbservers
staticned in clesc proximity tc the LZ's. When aircraft were obscrved
approaching the 1Z, the battalicn compmender wos netified nnd, upon: his
order, the attack ccmmenced. The twc attacking. 1nfan'“r,,r crnpanics
poved towerd the LZ along their prepsred tr 2ils. Memnwhile, unnrmed.
hehcvpters were allcwed to l'mc’ ond dlemcunt pers: nnel. When __.7nm
&L guns were avells\ble, they werc emnlcyed ogainst surprrt:mb gunships
fron well camcuflnged, bunkered pcsitirns, while 82mm mcrters were
then employed ageinst perscnnel in the 1Z. In situations where 12, Tom
LL gums were nct aveailable tc the eneryy, 2ll helicepters were =llowed
tc deport the IZ pricr te the crmmencement cof the ntizck. The twe ot-
tacking ccmpanies nermally deployed inte previcusly preprred positicns

CONFIDENTIAL




r

CO/\)FDCA)'DAL

AVDDH-GC 28 January 1967
SUBJECT: ~Combat Operations Ai‘ter Actn.on Report (RCS' MACV J3-32)

in a semi-circle around the LZ while the third company remained in re-
serve and was not committed in the assault unless:one of the two ate
tacking companies received. tdo.much pressure from US troopsi The agk
sault usually continued for 20.to 30 minutes after which the - enemy
withdrew along different routes from the side of the I opposite that
of the attack. This was dond in an effort to avoid US artillery fire.
* The NVA normally attempted to attack large landing Zones so that if
‘the attack failed, there would be adequate time to withdraw and de-

ploy into ambush sites along llkcly routes that frlendly forccs mlght
use 1n ex.ltlng the LZ. Lo ‘ o . <

‘ S (5)" Throughout PAUL REVERE v the ‘enemy employed SeV\.I‘al
variatlons of the ambush tactic, ranging from platoon to batialion size.

- Ambush sites were usually established along trails.’ In a battalion size

"ambush, two companics normally: blocked off a section of a trail while
the third company attacked on order of the bhattalion commander. GCom=
" pany ambushes wére frequently set qp on trails leading into narrow val-
leys “two: to thrée kilameters from 3 known 1Z, Friendly units exiting
“the 12’ were ‘taken under. fire by a 8quad or larger unit. Expecting US
troops to’ pursuo, the enemy wonld 'vpthdraw -and lead them into the pre-
-~pared ambush site. In another: vdrz,atlon, a company might remain in an
amtrsh' site for two or threc days waita.ng for a US unit to enter the
position. In this’ s:Ltug.tn.on, the éntire unit was allowed to ehter the
'position- before the’ ambush began. .One of the techniques used in es=
tabllshing an. ambush was to deploy ‘the three pletoons of a- campany ini
- a-half moon formation on the 8ide of a hill, Observers loceted in - |
trees on the lower slope of the hill were used to detect advancing =
friendly troops and to notiﬁ,' the company commander. Although'there
was a pre-planned signal to opén fire, the platoon nearest the ad=-
vancing element. usually opc.ned fire at a distance . of 30 to 40 ‘meters.
Ideally; the platoon in the center ‘of jthe half moon formaticn ramoined
dug in while the other two platoons moved in a semi-circle to the
flanks of the unit being ambushed.. In the event the unit being am-
busheéd was larger that the ambush force, the cnemy cither withdrow
to a prearranged assembly area epproximately 1000 meters froin the’
ambush site or ‘called battzlion headquerters for reinforcement, - In
the event that the ambush force was larger, it would pursue and ut-
tempt t.o capture or ki1l t,hc, withdrawing frle.ndly unit. ' ‘

(6) Normal]y NVA units moved dur:.ng the’ hours of dark-
ness from 1800-0600 hours, Ad.vmce reconnaissance parties preeeded
the unit ‘and ‘acted as advance guards, - The party frequently included
local Viet Cong who acted as.guides through their own.area. When
crossing ‘a main route, security clements,:frequently local Viet Cong,
were ploced 500-1000 meters to sach flank. - When trail watchers were

3
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not .already in position, security clements were also locoted at defiles,
saddles or ridge lines atd bther good vantage points. (See Inclosure :
8 for schemetic sketches of enemy tuctlcs) e

f, Bese areas and Bivouac areas. Within the area of opera<
tions of PAUL REVERE IV several NVA bivouac and base aorezs were loceted.
These areas evidenced careful planning in their preparation and indicated
that the NVA was thoroughly familiar :with the arcas sclecteds 'Base camps
were normally located adjacent to secondary trails 'from 50 to 100 rivters
off a high speed trail, The secondary trails normally ran through brush
choked. draws and parallecled streams, - The camps normally did not extend
more than 100 to 200 meters from -the . stream, although & few major com~
plexes were discovered on higher ground. ' NVA base areas were located
contiguous to areas of dense jungle &nd were situated so that they wer
not -visible from the air, Camps were planned so that each solfiier ha,d
an individual area consisting of two' trees from which to suspend his
hammock, and a bamboo pole secured betwcen the trees over which he drap-~
ed his poncho. At one end of the area was a bemboo' stand for individual
equlpment and at the other end was a prone shelter. Base area construct-
ion utilized many logs usually three to four inches in diamcter, but
there was never evidence that the logs had been cut in the irmediate
vicinity., Trees were rcmoved frof ‘the supround:mg Jungle and were cut

sx-  at ground level with a machete type todl.: Great care was’ exercised to
avoid disturbing the natural vegctation. ° The usual lpyout’ 1nc aded la-
trines and kitchens, and several areas mcludod a hospltal. ‘hey were
orgenized in an orderly manner and were well policed, reflecting = High
state of discipline among the resident troops, Base camps wére: well
defended and normally inciuded two types of bunkers. Iocated inside

¥  the perimeter wers protcective shelt.®s with overhead cover*@hick epough

" to provide protection from artillery and air fires, Firing bunkers
were located toward the outer edges of the peri'meter._ Spider holes

.Y accomodating small security forces were located in heuvy vegetation

* 20 to 30.meters.off trails ssrving as entrances and exits to the areéa. .

s Fields of fire were constructed so that detection was virtually lL’lpuSSlb.LC‘.\
Most base .camps . discovered did not contzin enough bunkers to pI‘ObCCt
all personnel in the area, but there was normally sufficient wood stock-
piled to have completed these bunkers had more time been available,
Early warning was provided by the small security force which was emplaced
at the entrance in such a way that an approaching enemy force would be
canalized.. After taking the approaching forée-under fire, the. socurlty
force began a delay:.ng action, while the main. bod_,r moved out rapidly to
another area over prev1ously selected, covered routes. Meanwhlle, the stay
behind elements broke contact with the attacking ‘force and disappeared into
the jungle (See Inclosure 9 flor schematics of NVA base arcas and fortified
positions), :

’_/h/’
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. g+ Treil netwerk in the arca of operations. The FAUL REVERE IV
area of opcratitn was laccd with ani cxtonsive trail notvork known to the
NV4/VC as tho "commo-liaison® route, ost trails locotcd wero well ostabe
lished and gave evidence of frcqucnt ‘use. Treils were normally about onc-
half meter wide, However, six Jargc -high speed trails of two meters in
width -and running gonorslly north and -south wore logated in the. aree of
operations. Aorial observetion of the “m,]orlty of the trail systcn was
scverely linited by tho double canopy Jungle characteristlc of the area,

_h.' Terraih ‘?.‘ o

(1) Rehef ond Drainago._ 'The area of opera.tlons was sit-

-uatx.d on & moderc.tcly ‘dissccted platoau except for the northwest quarter

where the terrain was rugged and mountainous, Several large hill nesscs
and a2 few isolated volcanic cones loomed above the plateau, The Chu Fong
(YV8899) and the Chu Goungot (YA7732) hill masscs wore located on the

" southwest’ edge. of the.area near the Cambodian border. Four othur large

" hill masses werc: located in the southern third of the region in the vi-
. cinity of Plei Mo, onc at ZV1283, thc Chu Don at 2ZV2394 cnd the Chu Go at
" Z42207. Relie‘f neer the hill masscs averaged 300 meters. Othcer thon the
'hill masses whorc.slopes werce greater' than 1/ porecnt, the platcau could

be divided into a northeastern half of folling .plcins with loeal :relief
less “than 150 mciicrs and slopes of 6 to 14 porcent, end-a southwestorn
half of relatlvcly level plains of mininal roliof and slopcs not grodtor

“.then five porcent. The mountainbus northwest querter of the crea, whore the

majority of eactivity occurred during the oporation, hod a maxirmu relief of
1200 meters and 2 north-south ahgnmnt The terrain was extrenecly rugged

-ond . contained many stcep-walled yelleys ond ravines, Principlo droinoge

was provided by the Ia Drang, SciSen &nd Nam Sathay Rivers. The Ia Drong
and its tributaries have an overe.ll nprtheast to southwest flow off the
higher northeastern part of the Flatogu. The Se San River flows north-
east to southwcst and the Nam Sathay Rivor flows from north to south,

Both drain tho mounteinous terrain in'the horthwostorn portion of the arca
of operations and their trlbutur:.es I‘ollow tho north-south alignnent of

’ the mounta:.ns.

(2) Vegetation: The arca consisted of open plains, open
forests, plains and donso forests. In‘the open plains, which occupy nost
of the oastérn half of the region, grass, -cultivated lond, and thim scrub
werc predominent, although thore werc & few forcsted ercas, Tho' south-
western quartor consisted.of open forest plains with closcly spaced trces
and- scattored cloer arcas; however,: the hill masscg were coverod by a densc
forcst containing ¢ thick undorgrowth, The rugged, mounteinous terrain
in-the northwestecrn portion of the awce was dovercd by o densc. broadlcaf
ever-green forest with double canopy jungle prevalhng throughout the
arca. The tallest trecs ranged from 20 to 25 moters in height and in a

v
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fow cases rceached to 45 mcters., Thc trees were S'Uralp‘ht comnonly butt—
regeed, 'unbranched to great hcights, and 1ntcrtw1ned wlth woody vincs.,
Undergrowth of everg"een shrubs, vincs, hcrbs bamboo cnd savannd was dense
and up t,o three mcters in hhn.ght

(3) Surface waterials: The predoru. k- 60il wes réd to
locally black silty clay, The silty eliy ranged #rem three to 30 mcters
thick ovor bedrock, Strcan bottoms were strewn:with rocks end gré&vel
and offered good trafflcablli’cy to fool troops, °

(4) Military -aspec‘bs of the terr'-un.

. (a) Obsorvatlon and F:Leldsoéf Fires: ObSurva‘hlon and
f{clds of fire werc good in the open ploins, but were severcly Feduced
in the open forest plains, In the vieinity of hill messes and ‘in the noun-
tainous terrein to the northwest, the dense vegetation greatly Mucpd
acrial obsecrvation capabilitles‘ Toerrain irregulsrities,. densePapest,
and undergrowth hindered ground obscrvation, The hiils and nountams
restricted fiplds of firc for flat tra;cc'tory weppons , and the ar,nse
undergrowth deflccted small erms fires Add;.‘b:.onally vege‘ba‘ba.(m and .
tcrraln irregularitics limited target acqun.s1t1c>n a.na adjustuent of fire
for- high angle fire weapons, . )

(b) Cover and Concoalmont: - Ov\,rhqad cover was genera]iy
poor because of the ebsence of naturel caves in tho areej hovever, cover
fron flat trajectory fire was good over wost of the: a;c,e ’

¢ numcrous valloys ahd the relativoly stecp strem wemb .
. tremely rugged terrain in the northwest prov:.dud e:'cc]i n’ cr fron

flat trajectory weapons, The dense vegetation :Ln “het area. a,;l.so reduced -

N the blast and shrapncl effoct of ‘exploding bombs “and shells,_v' m gave lin:x. qu
protcction from small erms fire, Concoalment was feir to pgor in the rcl-
atively open castcern half of the arce; howcver ‘the densc ve%getct:.snu@ro-
vided cxcellcnt ccnccalncnt in the northwes‘t pbrtlon of thc erca,

Le) Obstaclcs. The' atee;a slopes, 1rregulmﬁ é‘ar uces
and dense forests of the motinteinous terrain covering ruch of tibserea
prohibited vehicular movotient and hindercd foot novemprfb Ve
mcnt was restricted to the few roads in tho area oxecept in abh
and southeastern portions where tracked vehiclcs aperotc,d Wi
case, The major cbstacles were the Sc San gnd Nex Sathey. Ri £
formed barricrs to cas‘tu west trawel, ’
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: (d) Key Terrain Features: The-Chu Prong and Chu Kan
mounta.lns in the northwest portion of the area were two key features over-
looking’ Route 509, the.only surface link between Pleiku City and Plei -
DJereng, In southwestern Kontum Province the key terrain feature was the
area in the v1cinity of H:Lll 1282 whlch dominated the Ple:L Trap Va]_lev.

(e) Avenues of Approach- There were seVeral avehues
of approhch .'Lntod thie area, ' These were from the northwest -along Rcuvl:e 1
from the southwest along the mariy tribltariss of the Ia Drang River; from
the west along Route 5093 from the rorth down the cortidors between the

" mountain ranges. Excellent avenues of approa¢h into the northwestern part
.of  the area were the Nam Sathay River Valley and many trails’- 1ead1ng from

Cambodia :_nto Vietnam used as infiltration routes.,

i, Weather: The weather throughout the area of cpecrations was
good with only small amounts of precipitation in the form of afternocon
rainshowers. . Cloud cover was generally at two lovels: 10,000 fcet and

. .. 25,000 fect. | Moming fog formed:occasionally in the dcep vaLeys and’

along streumbeds s but burned off:rapidly aftcr sunrise, -Surface winds

" were light and variable ot night, prevailing from north/northwest at 10

to 15 knots during the day.. . On. several occasn.ons wz.nds in cxcess of 30
knots h:_ndercd acrial opcrativns. e

.9, (€) MIS SION. _ Comoncing 181000 October 1966 Lth Infantry Di-
vision conducts secarch: and destiov operations in PAUL REVIRE IV area of
operation, Within:this. broad mission statement there were several de-
duced missions. - ,eOne of these was. the securing, improving and building
of vital roads in the .AO, Another was the varied civil action programs

" necessary to insure complete econtroll’in the A0, -~MAlgo-the exploitation of

the B-52 bomber strikes was required, or desired, in orienting the direc-
tion o:f’ secrch and destroy operations, ’

10, (c) CONCEPT OF OP"‘R’&TION' The initial concept of operation wes
for the 4th Infantry Division, commencing at 1000 hours 18 October 1966,
to conduct surveillance along the Cambodian-border and conduct retonnais—
sance in strength in the areas east of the bordcr, When possible, divi~
sion units were: to-conduct spoiling attacks on VG/NVA forces. The initial
phase of PAUL REVERE IV involved crossing the Se San River to exploit Be52
bomber strikes and to gain contact with the cnemy, " Aftcr establishing
contact it was necessary to cormit units west of the Nam Sathay River in
an attempt to intercept -the énamy who was withdrawing to the west. When
contacts with the enomy developad, increascd artillery and: close'air sup-
port firos were utilized and 'several B-52 strikes were placet on”loca-
tions of known onemy .concentratiens, The use of heavy '*rtn.llm,rv, tacti-
cal air and the B-52 bomber str:.kes were 51gr11ficant factors in the
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success of the division, The rugged terrain and’ ext.ens:we, well dug-
in ‘enemy posibiohs would have gaused 2 great. dnercase Micegualtics:

if this tremendous fire stipport had not been ‘usefl, Resupuly Bf the
forward units made it very impertant to keep H:.@&my ropen to Plei
Djereng. Wheeled vehicles were used to transpofft - thig: '_ Hetoy vollume of
supplies to Plei Djereng which was the forward supoiy base for the bri-
godes, It was then nocessany:to use helicopters' to resupply the infan-
try units operating ih the dense jungle-to the north amd West of Plei-
Djeréng, By transporting suppiies as for forwarg ‘as possiike by rébd,
maaamum use was. made of the limlted au'mob:.le assets o:t‘ the' :divms:mm

J_'L. (c) MTIO s
_ g.' General,

o (l) OPEL TION PAUL RE\CERE IV was mit:.ated by “‘the #th Infan~
try Division effective 181000H October 1966; with the publicetion of
OPCRD‘12~66.. At this time the- Dlvisa_on assﬁmcd operational cdntrol of the
follow:m.g units' : .

3d Bra.gade T@.sk Force R 25th Infantry ﬁi‘\risaon
2d Brigade, 4th Infamtey Diviedon
A (=), B, and C Batteries, 6th; *Ba‘ttahon, th urtillery
A and G Batmvi 5, 34 Battallonyi@ty irtillery
A Battery, :1st-5 vt balion,  30h" Isrta.lle!s' ,
. . AN/MPX- Betachnedt; 287k Lrtillery.
"~ Platoon (-), -B. Batteey,’ﬂ%h A&tlu%y ‘(’Scarchlight)

2

: The lst Battallon, 69th Armor was. wb:mcm to L;th Irﬁ!entry
D:Lmlon cffective 18 October 1966, SRR

. (2) P.UL REVIRE IV can be vicwed as oec‘arrmo in four
~ tinme: pheses, (See Inclosure 10). " ok ,

(a) Phase one. woe fron leﬂect.ober t’ roEh 29 @e@ébﬁr.
‘Durlng this phase four battalions conducted search and MGy cpert: :
~ in the mointainous areag north-northwest "of -Plei; »Djera'ﬁ e tm: bn‘ta—
“talicns condutted security and patrniling opera'tions ;Ln the
Duc Co and Plel Dicreng. ‘

(b Phase tuwo began on 30 October and:l StdE mbdl
2 December, It was during this perdod that maximun effort :wes':
locate and destroy NVA unifs din the ‘A8, Five but’baliﬁns*'x:ﬁl&é % CIDG
Task Force were cormitted to search and .destroy. ?operatiers *ﬁét'bh and-
west of thé Se-San River te the Cambodim border, © hoooel
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X : (c) Phese “throe. of the oporat:.on bc on o 3 Deceme

‘ ‘ber and lastod until 15 Docombor. . This period was oharacte,rlzod by
light, sporadic contocts whilc division tnits nencuvercd by foot and
holicoptor to locate and destroy NVA. units exfiltrating towerd Cambodia,
The 1st Brigodey 101st Aifbérne Division was. doployed by IFFV . to the
north: of the Z,.th Division in a further attempt to block the wi‘t:hdrsu,m.nb
cnony forces. - . e . .

. ) (d) Phege. four ids o poriod &t soarch and dastroy
mssions in coordination vitHIARVE. unibe, These . oporar.ions started
' on 16 Docember and Alére conduatod north and west of Pléikue -
: T K Phaso one, of PA Q ,RBVERE IV }gegan when tho 1st. Ba‘toalion,
| 224 Infe.ntxy {mnus B Compaiy ' roturncd to the. oporo'bional control of
( - 2d Brigade and assuncd tho mission of highvey security along Highwey
" 509, The st Batto.lioh, 224 Ipi‘antry hed beéen undor the OPCON of the
.18t Brigade, 10lst Airborne.Division conducting Fice Harvest sceurity
missions in the:Tuy Hod aroca. Ig',Tho 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry was. ./
located at ZA081223 and 24 Ba telion, 8th Infantry as located at. YA.
925237, ‘The 28 Brigade was’ aﬁbf gned A now arcd of oporations in the
_northern portion df the PAUL REVERE IV arca and moved its tectical.
commend post to Ploi Dochi (¥AB62455) on 22 October, adjacont to the
. 3d Brigade Task Foroo, 25th Ini'é.ntry Division. B ,

_ S (1) On 18 chober the 3d Briga.de Task | Foroe, 251:11 In-
fantry Division commend post displaced from Gatecka (2:2034) to its
permenent base camp vicinity AR794525, Elements.of -the 24 Battalion, -

. 35th Infantry ¥émined at’ Gate‘hka. C Battery, 2d Battalion, 9th ip-

7 .tillery airlifted ‘to Ianding 30tiq "3G (1B65455), The 1st Battalion, .

. 35th Infantry with 4 Battery,,2d8 Battalion, 9th Artlllcry conducted

( . search and destroy operations in vicinities 241040 and 243050 vith

"} the command post located at ZA186499, The 1st Battalion, 14th In=
fantry operating vicinity YAB71455, heli-1ifted B Compeny across

' the Ta Grei River to vicinity YA904483., The lst Battalion, 69%h-.. _
Armor (=) ‘returned to Bd Brigo.de ‘Task Force, 25th Infantry Divigion
base comp. .

: {2) " The Divis:uon contmuod operation PAUL REVERE IV on
19 and 20 October, Light contect was. made by the lst Batfallon, Lith
Infantry oh the 19th “which rosultcd in two NVA soldicrs KIA vicim.ty -
m920520 and rumercus ifems of equipmen‘b captm-ed. .

" (3) 0n 21 Getobor tht 34 Brigedt Task Force, 25th In-
fentry Division closed into & new forward command pest at ¥4 866465.

S N S
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(u) Light contact was made by the 1lst &ttahon,
L4th Infontry in the vieirily Yi924521, Onc NVi soldier was KIA and
two AK-47 rifles and o:.ght 82mm mortar rounds were capturcd. .

(b) The 24 B«.ttallon, 35th In.fantry also establlshed
light contact vicinity YA825610 with an cstimmted tiro NV platoons. .
Results were one US soldier K14 and two enony radios capturod. At 1825
hours, ‘the 3@ Flatoon, A Compony, made contact with an ostimdtad 20 - 25
cnemy in the same vicinity, They observed two NVA soldiers who appesarocd
to be coming forward to- ‘surrender, Both hed their arms hold® ‘upward and
neithor was carrying a wcapon. ‘Lt this time ot.hcr cnery troaps began-
firing and tho two NVA soldicrs turned and fled, A vicidus Rire fight
ensued, It is.ostimoted thit the cnemy had two to four automatic woap-
ons -which fircd fronm. ‘the cast and west, This contact lmsted About anc
hour, The 3d platoon calléd in artllicry and mortar fire support, L1so
an AC-47 "SPOOKI" aircrai‘t was on thc scene and prov:Lded furh’her f:.rc
support. Four cnemy werc WIs ard ono US was KIA, The eneny’ ifofce was
belicved to be oither a; scourity or stay-behind clement, 4 gweep of

the battle arca revealcd a base ‘camp arca with 100 foxholes' astln.._ted L

to be two to throe days old., No blood pools, trails, or troghs were
found, all troces’ having been e¢ffectively repoved” by a hotvy r».:.n dur..-'
ing the nigh't ,

v oL

. o (4) On 22 October, the 24 Brigade closed into & forward com-
" pand post at Li862455, On 23 October 3d Brlgc.dc Task Forec, : 25th Infontry
ADivision ‘hed light contacts as follows- - - ‘

(u) ’I‘hc 2d Bu:b'b‘-lion, 35th Infcntry destroycd 2500

‘ pounds of rice and seveh huts in the vicinity L. 60615, Tho Recon Fla-

toon and « CIDG Compony from Plei Djereng: {IF M DOIHELL) nage ‘contcet
with cpproximately 15 cnciy in vicinity YA848640° whi c 4 in two
NVi sdldicrs KIA and onc captured. This action‘wee a mecting cngage-
ment with an eneny foree composed of NVA, VG &nd ’WC " The wetion wos
initiated by the CIDG ele*ﬂent The cneny olemcn":. rcm;rncd “the :E‘:ch and
fled into caves neaor the scenc of ‘the action. It wag” necessury to use ’
hand grenu.dﬂs and tear gas %o clear the cvaves.

(b) The 1st Bottalion, lith Infz ntry clso hod cone
tacts \,‘ule conduci:ng scarch and destroy operations at Yu928560 Y.
93355, and Yh931532, “Results were one BS KIa and 14 US WL, Enen'y
losses were 16 NVi- soldiers XI. and two captured, . “Six snall a:;:‘rv ey 350
rounds of smell arms crmunition, four 82mm mortar rounds, and fumerous
itcns of equipment were alsc captured. Eight huts. and one bunker werc
desttoyed. ‘

(c) nlso on 23 October, the lst Bottolion, 12th In-

far;try sir-cssculted into landing zoncs north of thc Sc Scn Rivoer vie
cinity Ya767517 and began scarch and destroy cperztions to the northwest,
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(5) On 24 October, Bd Brl;_, de Task Foree 25th Infantry
Division had light contact when the 1st Bottelion, ‘14ith Infe ntry lo-
c...ted an unknown sizc onemy forde: vitinity L.923564a Results of the
“oneuing engagement were five NVA soldiers. KLi and-the capturce of one
light nachino gun with scne amminition and five -pioces of wob goar,

. (a) The B4 Bhttalion, 8th Infantry aibe-assculted
) 'north of the Se San River vieinity Ya718472 to begin scc.rch and de-
stroy operations to the northwest, <

(b) The 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry (+) continued
search and destroy nissions in their assigned arca of operation, At
1436 hours, thc lst Platoon, 4 Company, engaged an estimnted NVi squad
vicinity Y.785598. The enemy returned the fire and fled north. In the

~meantime, the 2d and 3d: Pletoons of 4 Cempony, which were potrolling

to the north and-east, attemptcd to scal off the -enemy withdrawal routes
by moving to the sccne:of acticn; however, no further contact wos made,
~'I'here were no U casuult:.os and no known NVL casualtlcs. .

- (6) The 2d Brigo do had light contact on 25 Octobcr. The
1st Battalion, 12th Infontry, while conducting scorch cnd destroy op-
craticns, contocted three Viet Cong vieinity ¥.758538. Rosults were
-two VC KI4 and one ccptured. Also on 25 October a. platoon of C Troop,
3@ Squadron, 4th Cavalry, while enroutc to assecsssrcsulis of an air .
strike, hit threc mincs in the vicinity YA899409. US lusees were four
KL, elgh't, Wlh; two tanks damgcd, ond cnc «PC acstroycd. .

(7) -On 26 October, Ath Infarrbry Division ccnt:.nucd
~“OPERATION PiUL REVERE IV with ncgats.ve contact. . «

(8) The mcht of .27 October nerked thc. first significant
eneny attack cf OPL'RuTION PLUL  REVERE IV, . Company, lst Battalion,
12th Infontry was attacked vieinity Yi725540 ot 0005 hours. by on esti-
mated NV battalion, The eneny wtilized morters, small crms and cuto-
matic weopons. There was on cstimcted 25 to' 50 autometic and semi-
cutomatic weapons which fired 1000 to 1500 rounds during the two hour
bottle. Initicl fire consisted of bursts of 30 to 60 rounds per weap-
on followed by &-six to 10 second 1lull before firing stertcd again ot
a reduced rate. nppromm,tely 20 to 30 nmortar rounds were also re=-
ceived by the unit. ' The enemy attack was conducted aguinst- three sidos
of the compony's night defensive pcrimetor. The enény initic ted the
attack 20 to 50 metcrs fron the..friendly perincter. approxdnmately 75
percent of the & Corpany soldiers were engeged, The cnemy force cone
sisted of o battalion (200-300 men) from the 32d NVi Regiment, as
confirmed by 2 TPOW report. Artillery and air support were called
and the enemy broke contzet at 0200 hours, withdrawing to the northwest,
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Artillery and air strikes were continued to deny . avenues of withdrawal
throughout the remaining hours of darkness. Friendly losses from this
battle Wwere three WIA and one PRC 25 radio captured by the enemys, En-
emy losses were 21 KIA and three captured.

(a) At 0810 hours; B Company; 2d Battalion, 35th In-
fantry had light contact just north of their command post in the vicin-
ity of YA859597. Results of the action were:

1 US KIA ' o
1 US wWIA

6 NVA KIA

1 NVA WIA.

(b) Task Faorce MC DONNELL (Reconnaissance Piatoon 2d

Buttallon, 35 Infantry and one CIDG company) exchanged CIDG Cempanies,
the 273d for the 276th, The exchange was accomplished by helicopter.
On completion of the exchanges, ‘I‘ask Force MC DONNELL searcted east and
west in the north central sector of the area of operation (CU DOR hill)
without enemy cantact, , '

(9) The only significant contact. on 28 October was made
by the 2d Battaliom, 35th Infantry. The C Company position, consist-
ing of two rifle platoons and the company. command group in the vicinity
YA77059h, was attacked by two enemy companies (180 men) fram the NVA 2K
Battalion, 95B Regiment. 'Contact started at 1845 hours s @pproximately
one hour after C Company occupied the position. The ¥VA unit moved to
within 25 to 30 meters of the perimeter before initiating the attack.
The concentrated enemy fire lasted 25 to 30 minutes with 10 to 15 weap-
ons firing simultaneously. Approximately 15 to 20 hand grenades and 10
rifle grenades were eiployed against the perimeter. The initial fir-
ing and assault was made .against the ncrtheastern section -of the
perineter, with two or taree enemy flrmg autonatic fire from posi‘bj,:m'
almost due northe . .<ithin five minutés, however, a significant number
of the cnemy were on line and firing on the entire northeagst and cast-
ern portions of the friendly perii-neter, as well as .a portion of the
southeast side. Within 10 minutes, the defensive pe'z"ime"be'r Was re-
ceiving fire from every direction except southwest, Five minutes
later, fire was being received froi: all directions. At the time of
the initial flrlng, the 2d platoon was on the cast and the ls4 pla-
toon on the west. Approximately orie-third of the men were in tiw'-f'
positions digging, and the rest were seated beside their foxholes
eating the evening meal or involved in accomplishing miscellaneous
tasks, The daylight security outposts were just entering the peri-
meter and the night listening posts were .im the process of moving out
to their locations. A water party also was entering the perimeter
when the initial enemy burst was fired, The water party was returning
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from a nearby creek, having skirted thc east of the opeh area north of
the perimeter, - When bhey were approximately 50 meters from the peri-
meter, the last one of'two men noticed'a fleeting, shadowy movement to
their right rear; oh.the southwest side of the open drca. The water
party belicved the movement might have been the friendly LP going intc
position, The slightly hurried manner in which the water party then
continued to the perimeter may have caused one element of the NVA force
to open fire prematurely before ail their elements could move :mto po-
sition for a coordinated attack., Almost Sl’nlIltunOOU.SlY with the 1nt1t a1
burst of enemy automatic weapons firc, thc left machine gun. of the 2d
platoon ‘commenced firing., Within five seconds of the initial enumy
burst, outg')lng fire was three times as heavy as incoming firc, M79 .
grenadiers were firing heav:Lly using both HE and shot rounds. The
heaviest outgoing fire was in the 2d Platoon area where firins con-
( tinued for approm.mately 20 minutcse From approximately 18 0 to 1015
hours, the cnarry pade repeated heavy assaults against the: 24 platco
sector. Eucmy fire-consisted or:unu“ﬂy of short au‘bomatlc ‘bursts.
Spread over’'a distance of approximately 50 meters and with 10 to 15
men firing-at-a time, the enemy advanced, dropped back, ‘and then od-
vanced -againe At times, the enemy mcved to positions as close as five
t5 10 meters from the per :Lmeter.' During appromn.ately the 1ast five
minutes of intense enemy flre, the attacking elements eebmccx to form a
line and from the prone position or from behind tr: s¢s or irr “!Jdlurluuﬁ
in the graund, s:.mply poured heavy fire itito the pcr:.mct\.r. As the
charging attacks slowed down in the 2d platoon area, a number of small
rushes were made against the 1st plgt on sector, The first assault
was made astride the trail from the northwest against the MG position
in that sector. The énemy came within 10 to 15 meters of the peri-
meter before being forced to fall backs, About five minutes later, the
other MG position of Bhé 1st platoon was assaulteéd astride the trail
from the southeast. Again the enemy was repelled by fire, By this
time (approximately 20 minutes after tue initial, enemy burst) artil-
léry began to fall close to the chnemy o@ the east, the inteusity of
! the attacks in that area decreased-considerably until after 1015 hotrs *
when énomy activity dego nerated to a "lic on the ground, shoot, and
throw grenades" effort., The enemy had used fire and movement ef-
fectively, ’&lsn, he had used stealth to’ crawl to positions very
.close to the friendly perimeter. In thesc instances, men armed with
‘'shotguns proved to be extremely =ficctives At this juncture (ap-
proximately 1930 hours) after the action in the 2d platocn arca had
dimirished, a third enemy assault was made from the southwests The
brunt of this attack fell on the 1st platosn. As ia the case of the
others two assaults on the 1st plgtaan positions, the NVA threw a
large number of hand grenades followed by a rapid charge usiny as-
fT sault type fire. The adeptmess of tht 1lst platoon machine gunners
broke ' up th:Ls att.ack as 1ong bursts of fire were placed across the
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front of the friendly positions forc1ng the enemy tc withdraw. About
fifteen minutes later, a final assablt was made against the right flank
of the 1st platoon. - The attack, which again featured a hand grenade
prelude, was repulsed by machlne gup and small arms fire, - From this
time (1950 hours) until centact was, broken completely, the enemy fired
at the perimeter from approx:.mately 30 meters range, threw hand gre-
nades, and fired M79 type grenade launchers. A few minor attacks con-
sisting of only four to five men were made againsb the 2d platoon sec-
tor and were relatively easily rcpulsed. Actlon of this typc conginued
until approximately 2040 hours wheti: a red star cluster was fired to the
northcast of the perimcter. Upon firing the cluster, an NVA officer,
apparently disoriented, ran into the nurth corner of the perimeter, was
pull.d into.a hole and killed in hapd to hand combat, However, it was
apparent that the enemy was withdrairing and by 2100 hours fire into the
perimeter had ceased. During the entire action, the enemy used grenades
to the maximum. - The M79 type rounds he used proved to be thremely ef-
fective,. inflicting nine of the 13 friendly casualties., Many of the en-~
emy rounds had burst on the edge of the friendly positicns. There were
also a number of trec bursts, In any event, the enemy gunners seemed
to0 be well trained. At 2100 hours,. friendly casualties were two KIA
and 11 WIA. Two men had been hit in the first exchanges of fire, the
others accumulated as the fighting pr%ﬂess;d. As contact was con-
sidered to be broken, aerial evactaticn was requested for the mare.
seriously woundeds At 2213 hours, a USAF "HUSKY" medevac helicopter
arrived in the area to extract three semously wounded men by winch
through the heavy tree cancpye At apprq:amatcly 2237 hours, Just as
the three wounded had been loaded abomd the aircraft an encmy rocket
was fired from southeast of the perimeter. It struck the helicopter,
causing it to crash inside the perimetcrs The ship was burning as it
came down, The threc wounded men were killed, either by rocket or °
the crash itself, The pilot and co-pilat were both injured, howcver,
the men of C Company were able to chop ints the aircraft and get them
out before the fuel caught fire, One man was pinned inside the wreck-
age. Although numerous att empts were mjde to get him out by cutting
into the ship, the fuel ignited and the !ship was engulfed in flames be-
fore he could be saved, This incident ralsed the KIA total to five,
During the time that the helicopter was hovering overhead, the men on
the perimeter fired whenever they detectied movement or noises Secing
and hearing was extremely difficult because of the noise of the heli~
copter and the light c'enerated by its floodlights, - Thus, the osutgoing
suporessive fires, while not continuous, were c'~nsmcraolc, during the
entire period of time taken by the extraction effort. From the time
the medevac helicopter crashed until G630 hours the following mcruning,
there werc movements of individuals detected around the perimster;
however, no further attacks were made, The individuals movirig'abowb
were engaged to prevent them from policing the battlefield, and artil-
lery fire was brcught in continuously for the same purpsse. The sweeps
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of the area inor the morning found seven NVA soldlers KIi, One enemy

WIA was captureds. There were 11 small arms weapons found near the .
scene of action, At 0815 homrs, a second USAF WHUSKY" medevac, helicopter
returned to the area and evacuated the pilot, .co-pilot, and some of the
C Co:npa.ny wounided: That afternoon, men with, relatively minor wounds were
evacuated by H-1D helicopters after an LZ had been cut ih the clearing
tb the northeast, Total casualty flgurbs for thls action were US, 5 KIA,
8 WIkg NVA, 19 KIA, 1 PW, _

- (a) Also on 28 O¢tober thc, Recon Platocn, 1lst Batta
ion, 35th Infantry and a CIDG Company fram Plei Djereng Special F"*‘ccs B
Camp discovered an ammunition cachevicinity of YA 825625 containing 53
82rm mortar rounds.

. (b) lst Battalmn, Uth Infantry continued sperations
on 28 October along the Bo'lal River towards YA Krong with llght contacts
rcsultlno in seven NVA SCldleI‘B Kiie _

' : (c) 2d Brlbar.e main c')mmund P28t and trains moved on
28 October from Qasis (ZA11227S) and Jomed the tactical command post a‘b
Plei Dochi (IA862h55) e

. (10). Om 29 October uhc h’on Infantry Division cvntlnuc( cper-
ations in the PAUL REVERE IV. area with hsavy contact reported by the 2d
Bc.ttallon, 8th Infan‘bry, and llgh‘b contacts by other um.ts,

. (a) The contacts ‘made by the 2d Battal).on, 8th Infan-
try consisted Sf two ‘separate attacks against company perime _,x,ru. ‘B
Company was cttacked by an estimated battalion and C Company was attacked
by an ¢stimated company. In each cese the enemy concentrated h:Ls efforts
on a particular sector of thc compam.cs' perimeters in attocmpting to gain
a penetration,s . :

l. B Company undcrwent a ¢oordinated mortar and
ground attack vicinity TA69051L. “Initial small arms fire was. of hizh volume
followed by a sustained rate of 10 to 20 rounds per minute for the duration
of the attack. The enemy was estimated to have used 15 uutom‘.tlc yeapons

ad ition to small arms in each assault, There was approximately LOOO
t SOOO rounds flr 2d by the enemy during each azsault of two to five min-
utes, About 50 rounds of 82mm mortar were received at the start of the
attack on the north and west portien of the - perimeter. . Initial contoct’
by the enemy was cStablished with a listeniug post at a distance of 25
meters approximately 75 meters outside the perimeter in the Lth Plaotoon
sector, Further assaults were launched froxr 50 to 75 meters from the
perimeter. It was estimated that the enemy force was an NVA battalian of
the 33d NVA Rediment. One UH-1D helicopter was destroyed by enemy fire
as it was atteémpting to bring in ;mmumt;..,n durmg the last stage of the
engagement, ’ ’
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. . 2, C Company fought off a perbistent ground
attack vicinity YA67551T, The fight started at 0250 -hours and lasted
until 1030 hours, Initially the cnemy fired bursts of 30 to 60 rounds
followed by a 20 second lull, Then the firing would resume at a sus-
 tained rate for two to five minutes as the enemy assaulted the cqmpa.ny
position, There was a series of se¢ven enemy assaults on the ch*acmy's
night position. Initial contact was 25 meters from the listening® ‘post
located 75 maters outside the perimeter. Approximately 50 percent of
" the unit was engaged on each assault. According to a PW the enemy
force consisted of an estimated reinforced rifle company of the lst
Batt".llun, 33d NVA Regiment.

<

(b) The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry with a CIDG Come
pany had light sggradic contact throughout the 29th in the viciniity of
YA830627. At 290110 October, a USAF FAC reported sighting ground fire
to the west of C Company's 3d Platoon, The suspected cnemy tqrget was
taken under fire by a USAF AC 47 "SPOOKY" aircraft with unknown ‘results.
At 0715, the FAC reported receiving heavy caliber automatic groynd fire
fran esst of the C Cumpany perimeter. An air strike was brought in at
0723 hours but no results were observed, At 1130 hours, while & Com-
pany's 3d Platoon was moving to link up with its ,Jarent unit, the pla-
toon engaged twe to three NVA v1c1n1ty' YA765595. The brief encounter
rcsulted in two NVA soldiers KIA., There were no US casmltles. Yean-
while, A Company had started moving west toward C Company to l.;Z]fbc::e the
twe units in a better mutually supporting position, At 1220 hours, A
Company's point man captured one NVA scldier vicinity YA775595 :without
a shot being fired, At about 1330 hours, L Company began rccelx ing
sporadic encmy sniper fire vicinity YA773594. The company searched
out the area and at 1356 hours, rsported killing one NVA §517 lerae.

) (¢) In a separate action at 1250 hburs, Task. Force
MC DONHELL reported that one of the CIDG platoons had engaged an esti-

"7 mated squad size NVA force vicinity Yi830627 resulting in one NVA KIA,

Contact was broken at about 1320 hour.,. Artiliery fire and a USAF
fighter strike were called in to hatrass the flceing énemy force. At
about 1123 hours, contact was re—estgbhshed resulting in two more nTVA
soldiers KLx.

(d) From about 2225 tu 2235 hfmrs, on the 29th, the
2d Bctta.llon, 35th Infantry command post was the target of an enemy
martar attack. Au estimated 35 rounds of §2mm mortar fire landed along
the northern and southern flanks of the serimeter, moving from west to
cast, No one was injureds Countermortar fire was placed on the sus—
pected enemy mortar site with unknown results,

(e) Total losses for US forces for 29 Octuber were
10 KIA, 43 WIL, and one UH-1D hel:.col.t\,r destroycd. Enemy losses for
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29 October were 51 NVA soldiers XIA by body count three l\lt/n captured,
and 11 small armb, three crew served weapdns, 99 rounds morter ammuni-

tion, and 40 rounds of rocket launcher ammunition captured.

c. The second phase of PAUL REVERE IV started on 30 October
w1t.h the hth Infantry DlVlSlon continuing operations J.n the P\DL R‘r«’VLﬁB
IV area.

e (l). Operations on 30_ Cctober were highlighted'_ by the" air-
lift of 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry across the Se San Hiver to fill
the gap between 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry and lst Battalion, 12th In-
fantry, This made a total of five battalions committed in the mountain-
ous region to the north-northwest and west of Plei Djereng. At about
1030 hours on the 30th a UH-1D helicopter of the 155th Aviation Company,
52d Aviation Battalion, was shot down by an enemy autometic weapon lo-

‘cated vicinity YA831610., The aircraft crashed vicinity YA831608 killn_ng

the four crew members. Gun ships of the 52d Aviation Battalion fired in-
to the area from which the enemy fire was reported to’ have comé- and a
USAF air strike was put into the same area., Task Force MC DONNILL com-
menced a 2500 meter forced march to the hclicopter crash site and re-

. covered the bodies. The next day, Tesk Force MC DONNELL searched for the

enemy automatic weapon position without positive results. .

(a) At 301031 October, C Company, 2d Bettalion, 35th
Infantry engaged a small enemy force of undetermined size vicinity YA
768608 with negative results. .

(b) The lst Battalion, 69th Armor, moved. 'from't.he 3d
Brigade Task Force, 25th Infantry Division base camp to assume the mis-
sion of road security in the PAUL RIVERE IV area of operations.

(c) The'2d Bat‘c,allon, 5th Cavalry, lst Air Cavalry
Division (AM) closed into New Pleiku at 292315 October. They were un-
der the operational control of Ath Infantry Division, and moved on the
30th to the Oasms to assume the mission of the division reserve/reaction

“force.

(2) The 4th Infantry biﬁrision continued OPERAT ION FAUL
REVERE IV on 31 October with four battalions north and west of the Se

'San River, one battalion northeast of Plel Djereng, and one battalion

as division reserve. There was ne significant contact during the doy.
The 2d Brigade, lst Air Cavalry Division (4}) assumed responsibility
of the southern portion of the PAUL REVERE IV area of operatiocn on 31
October at 1830 hours, concurrently assuming operational control of 2d
Battalion, 5th Cavalry. '
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(a) The only action reported by lst Battalion, l4th
Infantry on 31 October was when one NVi soldier turned himself in with
a "Safe Conduct Pass".

| (b) 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry had four minor con-
tacts while conducting patrols and reported one NVA soldier KIa. At

1242 hours, viecinity YA766621, A Company's 2d Platoon observed an cs-
timated 50 NVA approximately 175 meters to its front. The 2d Platoon
: opened fire and assaulted on line. The enemy turned and fled north.

! With the support of gun ships and artillery, the 2d platoonn sttempted
~to seal off the enemy's route of withdrawal; however, contzct was not

regained as the enemy took full advantage of a previously prepared trail
network.,

. (3) The first two days of November involved the position-
ing of troops. On 1 November therz were four battalions north and west
of the Se San River with one battalion northeast of Plei Djereng and

one battalion (~) as division reserve. Light contact was experienced

.on 1 November in the northern portion of the division area of operations.
In the 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry area, A Company engaged a small NVA
force vicinity YA781619. The enemy broke contact almost immediately.

The brief encounter resulted in one NVA KI4i. The battalion recon pla-
toon found orne rocket launcher, one SKS, and several hund grenades.

There was no other enemy contact during the day.

(&) On 2 November there was no significant contact. The
1st Battalion, 22d Infantry was heli-lifted west of the Se San River to
YA704515, At this time the division had five battalions north and west

' of the Se San River with one battalion northeast of Flei Djereng as
division reserve. '

N (5) On 3 November search and dusuroy operations continued
"7 without significant contact.,

(a) The 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry moved its two for-

ward companles westward toward the Nam Sathay River in the vicinity of
YA668507.

(b) The lst Battalion, 35th Infantry was airlifted to
landing zone 502E located at YA782584 to establish & fire support base.

(6) Search and destroy operations continued on 4 November
with five battalions north and west of the Se San River and onz, battal-
icn as division reserve.
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.- (a) The 2d Battalion, 8th Infa.ntry reached the Nam
Sathay River. and established a. fire support base at Yl\61+8513.

(b) The 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry *noved two  com-
panles north to positions at Yh721+5'+5 and YA718547.

{c) The lst Battallon, 224 Infantry p051t10ncd two
.companles at YA700539 and- YA688528,

(d) The 1st Battallon, 35th Infantry airlifted ‘one
company m.th 4.2 inch mortars to YA770593, landing zone 502%, The Reeoon
Plstoon made contact with an estimated 40 NVA at YA745565. Results were
oneUS KIA and five US WIA with ememy losses of 12 NVA KIA, 30 packs
and miscellaneous documents captured, and approxmately thrcc, tonc of
. rice destroyed . . :

(e) The 2d Battal:.on s 35th Infantry had a l:Lght con—
tact w1th three WC at YA807625 wh:Lch resulted .in one VMC KI.. :

: (f) A tank from the lst Battalion, 69‘Lh Armor, wh:.le
on a route securlty mssmn, hit a mine at YA750222 causing a sllght dam~
age to the tank . _

(7) Operatlons continued on 5 Novembel with the. 2d Battal~
ion, 8th Infantry airlifting its fire support base to join the remainder
of the battalion at Yié48505, The division continued seareh and destroy
‘operations to the north with five battalions between the Nam Sathay and
Se San/Ya Krong Bo'lah Rivers. A Company, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry
made contact with an estimated two platoons of NVi at 0935 hours in the
vicinity of YA?OO‘}BA. The enemy initiated fife from prepared positions
 against advancing friendly troups. This was considered to be part of a

delaying action.. The volume of fire seemed to be five to seven auto-
matic weapons firing initial bursts of 30 to 60 rounds, expending a total
of about. 900 rounds followed by a 15 to. 20 minute lull, Fire was re-
" sumed by the enemy at -a sustained rate of eight to 10 rounds per minute.
When the firing started about 25 percerit of the friendly troops were
within 25 to 50 meters of the enemy pos:Ltlop. Results of this engage-
ment were three US KIA, eight US WI and . 51x KV& KIA. .

(8) The 4th Infa.nt.ry Division (-) continued to the north

" on 6 November in ‘the area genera]ly bounded by the Nam Sathay and Se San/
Ya Krong Bo!lah Rivers.. i and C Companies of 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry

were moved west of the Nam Sathay River. B Company, lot Battalicn, l4th

Infantry, which was the division reserve, was airlifted into the¢ area of

operation to secure a fire.support base at Yi765495.

3
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(9) Operations continved on 7 Wovember with sne signifi-
cant incidente. ‘At 1900 hours, A Company, 1lst Battalion, 224 Infantry
received 11 rounds of 82mm mo*"tar fire at YA692547. Four US personnel
were woundede

(10) Task Force PRONG, consisting of a MIKE Force and two
CIDG Companies was airlifted on 8 November to a landing zone secured by
A Company, 2d Battaliom, 8th Infantry at YA614528. Their mission was to
screen the west and southwest flank of the division, At this time, in
addition to Task Force PRONG, the division had five battalions in the
area bounded by the Nam Sathay and Se San/!a Krong Bollah Rivers oper-
ating to the north., One battalion (~) remained south of the Se San River
as division reserve. '

(11) There were minor contacts throughout the day on 9 Nov-
ember. Task Force PRONG had a total of five contacts with up-to an
estimated company size force, Results of their operation were friendly
losses of two CIDG KIA and three CIDG WIA, There were seven NVA KIA,

- four NVA captured with 12 days rations, cne box 12,7 ammunition, two
12,7mm machine guns, three iK-l7!s, and three grenades. Movements con-
ducted during the day consisted of the airlift of 1lst Battallon, 35th
Infantry firc support base to YA762625, and the 24 attallan, '35th
Infantry airlifted its fire ...uptjort btase to YAB853676.

(12) Heavy contact by Task Force PRONG west of 'bhe Nam
Sa.thay River on 10 November resulted in the deployment of the: division
reserve, lst Battalion, lith Infantry, as a reactiuvn force, Contact
by Task Force PRONG was initially made vicinity YA605515 at 1130 hours
and broken at 1200 hours, Contact was again established from 1410 to
1500 hours and from 1615 to 1905 hours, The enemy strength was sstimated
at three companies. Task Force PRONG was placed under operatlonal control
of 2d Brigade after Leing joined by A Company, 1lst Battalicn, 1lhth Infantry
at 2240 hourse. Results of the contact were friendly losses of one USSF
KIA, two USSF WIA, 2L CIDG KIA, Encmy losses were eight NVA soldiérs KIA
and two NVA PW's, : IR

"(a) The 2d Brigade assumed operational cont*ol of 1st
Battalion, 1lith Infantry at 1730 hours,

(b) The 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry corsaand post re=
ceived approxlmately 15 to 20 rounds of mortar fire at 0530 hours resulting
in one US WIA.

(e) A Company, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry reéeived
mortar and small arms fire at YA677566 from 1500 to 2015 hours resulting
in three US KIA and 20 US WIi,
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(13) On 11 November heavy contact was made by the MIKE force
of Task Forece PRONG, ' They became heavily engaged in the vicinity of
YA570550 with -an’ estimated two NVA companies. The contact started at’
0600 hours and was not completsely broken until 1600 hours. Because of
this heavy contact, the decision was made to commit the lst Battalionm,
12th Infantry (-) west of the Nam Sathay to the vicinity of YA593569,
while their B Company was airlifted to vicinity of YA575957 to link up
with the MIKE force. Air strikes and artillery landing zond preparations
were conducted and touchdown of 1nit1a1 assault elements was 1304 hours.
Shortly after ‘touchdown, C Company reporf.ed réceiving one round. oftmortar
fire and reported hearing automatic weapons fire from their west. Shortly
thereaftor, a report was received that two hellcopters had Been shtot down

approximately 1,000 meters to the west of 1Z (YA593569). A FAC in
“the area reported that he saw the location of the two downed helicopters
and was directed to place an air strike in the east and west sectors of
the downed helicopters. When the air strike commenced, the fighter pildts
reported receiving ground fire. As soon as the air strikes were completed,
both mortar and artillery fire was adjusted on the machine gun, After
the artillery and mortar fire was lifted, the ground commander reported
that machine gun fire was still coming from the same area. The FAC was
contacted and another air strike was called., Pilots of the second strike
also reported receiving ground fire. After this strike, the Airlift
Commander and Battalion Commander approached the arca of the downed"
helicopters in their command helicopter and received ground fire, As
their hel:.copter banked sharply to the left, a gun ship attacked the
machine gun, but it was hit: by enemy £ire and ‘went down in flanmes,
Another air strilée ‘was then called., This strike used CBU ordnance on
the position and knocked it out. During this action, elements of the
1st Battalion, l2th Infantry, continued to be lifted into tue fire sup-
- port base. - Meanwhile, the Brigade Commander directed the Battalion
Commander to contact the MIKE Force Command end verify the security of
their 1Z. The MIKE Force Command advised that threc resupply helicopters
. had been into their looation and had received no fire. B Company was
therefore lifted directly -into that LZ rether than the one previously
selected at YA575557. At 1615 hours, all elements of B Company had
closed with the MIKE Force. "4° Compeny, ‘was then lifted into the fire
support base and the operation was complaoted as of 173C hourse. Results
of the day's operation were friendly losses of omne USSF KIA, 20 MIKE
Force KIA, seven USSF WIA, and Lo MIKE Force WIA. Enemy losses were 30
NVA KIA and six NVA captured. T

‘ (a) In addi’olon thz following hc,licopter and crew
losses occurreds: ' .

P UH-lB from D Troop, 1st oquadron, 10th Cavalry

shot down in vicinity of YAS585562 resulting in four KIA and one destroyed
helicopter,
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2. UH-1B from 52d Aviation Battalion in support
of the Lith Infantry Division was shot down in vicinity YA585562 resulting
in four KIA and one destroyed telicopter,

3. UH-1D from Lth Aviation Batt talion was hit. by
iground fire in vmlm.ty of Y4586567 but landed at Plei Djereng with no
casualties, .

i, UH-1D from 52d Aviation Battzlion was shpt
“down in vicinity of YA595562 resulting in three KIA and one degtroynu
helicopter.

5. UH-1D hit by enemy fire while on the ground in
vicinity of YA60551k was able to take-off and land at Plei Djercng but
sufi‘ered two Us KL.. ,

6. UH-1D was destroyed as a result of an accident
at Plei DJcreng causing two U$ KTk,

(b) The division had the lst Battallon, lhth Infantry
and lst Battalion, 12th Infantry plus A and C Companies from 2d Battalion
. 8th Ianfantry along with Task Force PRONG west of the Nam'SatPLay River,

(¢) The 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Iufantry Division
assumed operational contrel of let Battalion, 22d Infantry at 1700 hours
and continued operatlons east of the Nam Sathay River.

(d) The 1lst Squadron, 10th Cavalry assumed the security
. mission of the brigades command posts at LZ 3G and the FSA at Plei Djereng
" between the hours of 1800 and 0600 hours daily. :

N (L) The Lth Infantry Division (~) contmuad OPER APIOI\J PAUL
7 REVERE IV on 12 November with six battalions.

(a) In the 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry arca there wes
light, 5poradlc contact during the day. A Company had the mission of
locating the helicopters downed on 11 November and recoverin, the bodies
and equipment. During their movement to the crash sites, l.L’hu contact
was made with four NVA soldiers resulting in-one enemy killed. Two of
the three helicopters were reachede. . Four survivors wersz found with the
remzins of "the other crew members, Survivors and remains wer: evacuated
by 1600 hours. A Company was then directed to proseed from the second
downed chopper site to the enemy anti-airéraft gun position (some 200
meters away) which had becn knocked out by an air strike the previous
day. At approx:.mately 1700 hours they reached the machine gun site and
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found a 12,7mm caliber weapon, .A'b,1805 hours the battalion fire support
base and command post (380 pérsonuel consisting of the battalion' command
group, two riflec companies, one drtillery battery, and the L,2 Inch Mortar
Platoon) received an extremely heavy mortar attack vicinity YAS92568, A
Campany was about 700 meters out frim the perimeter on the western side

at that time, but made it back within the perme‘b«.r. Mortar fire broke
Hff at 1900 hburs, . Ap,Jroxmately 500 to 700 rounds had been reccived,

“The unit had received a heavy ground attack from the north and west by

an estimated two NVA battalions (NVA 868th Regiment according to a POW
beport), Small arms fire had been exchanged with the enemy from 2B to 50
meters outside the perimeter, Probes were initiated against all sides of
the . pcerimeter enga‘fln» approxn.natelv 20 percent of the friendly units at

" any one time. The intensity of the attack died down at 2000 hours but

sporadic morter and small arms fire continued until 2340 hours. The first
mcdical evacuation helicopter arrived at the fire support base at ap rox-
mately 0730 hours,. Just as it lifted off, the fire support base again

\recelved mertar fire, This lasted for appraxmately five to ten minutes,.

The enemy mortar position was. located and neutralized by 81lmm mortar fire.
At approximately 0630 hours , the Battalion Cowmander directed a search of

. the area and at approximately 0900 hours, during the search, the fire sup~

port base again received mortar fire, This énemy mortar rms:u.’o:.:m was ‘also
located and neutralized by direct fire from a 105 homtzer. Artlllery
TLC Air, and gunships were utilized to the maximum during ‘this hct.lm.

" There were 77 close air support sorties, two SPOOKY missions: -and one flare

ship mission flown. Three secondapy explosions had bcen cbserved by the
FACs, Results from the action were five US KIA, Ll WIA (six scrmuu),

and 76° W4 confirmed KIA and two NVA captured. it is believed .that o much
hlvher body count would have résulted had a more thorough search becn made
of "the area, This was nct pOSalblp as the battaliocn was ex’cractc,d from the
LZ at 1500 hours on the day after the battle.

" (b) B Company with the MIKE Force of T"sk Force PRONG
conducted search-and destroy operations and found 32 WA bodies in vicinity
YAS71555 which was credited tc the MIKE Force contact on 11 November. In

dition one NVA was killed at 1\569551.

LR (¢) During the day of the’ 12th, the 2d Battf..l:.,n, 8th
Infantry a.:rllitcd its fire support basc to Y.AélOéOO. '

(a) & Company and the Recon rl‘.‘boon, 1st Battalion,

‘22d Ini‘o.n‘hry located an NVA bass area with »1ve \TVA bodies at YA67857

(15)" Oun 13 November the £51lowing contacts occurreds

(a) B C:Jmpany 1st Batuallon, 12th Infantry and the
MIKE Force of Task Force 1 RONG conducted search and destroy’ scperaticsns in
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vicinity of Yi5985L3, making contact with an estimated NVA plato,,n at
YAS573553 resulting in one NVA KIA.

(b) 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry continucd operations
in the A0, B Company had sporadic contact throughout the afterncon with
an unknown size enemy force vicinity YA7L0635 and Ya7L7638. The rdsults
were nine NVA soldiers KIA, two 3KS rifles, three RPG-2 rocket launchers,
11 RPG=2 rounds, ‘U9 grenades captured,

(c) Elements of A Company, lst Battalion, 1lhth Ini‘antry
contacted an estimated NVA company vicinity YAS6L510 at 1200 hours on the
13th. The cuemy was defending a prepared position and seemed determined to
hold the ground. The enemy commenced firing when the compauy point was
within 50 meters of their position. Only four to five men in the point
were initially engaged. This contact lasted L5 minutes and wes broken by
the enemy unit. The company then coftinued its mission, Contact was again
made at 1527 hours in the vicinity of YAS70509, this time with an estimated
two NVA companies. fgain the enemy jnitiated the atback, firing approx-

imately 200 weapons continuously for’ 60 to 90 minutes, expendln,f an estimated

10,000 rounds of ammunition. The company organized a hasty defensive perimeten

Th‘. attack commenced 50 meters from the perimeter, closing to withian 15
meters, The entire friendly element was under fire. C Company moved to
assist A Company and linked up at 1705 hours. Hesults of the overall act-

tion were 15 US KIA and 38:US WIi. Enemv losses were 35 NV4 KIA.

(16) On 1 November tnere Was no swnlflcant contact, Ta sk
Force PRONG was airliftcd to Plei Djersnge A MIKE Force from Pleiku and
a CIDG Company from Plei Me were airlifted into the area west of the Nam
Sathay River.

(17) Operations continued on 15 November with five vattalions
in the area bounded by the Cambodian horder and the Se San/Ya Krons: Bo!
Lah Rivers, and cne battalion operating southeast of the Se San Rivere

(a) There was moderate contact by the 2d Battzlion, Sth
Infantry when & Company encountered an unknown size enemy force at YA602596
and YA606596., This fire fight resulted in four US KIA and 11 US WIi., En-
emy losses were one NVA PW and one machine gun captured.

(b) C Company, lst Battalion, itk Infantry, while con-

“ducting search and destroy opﬁratims, locsted a regimental size NVA base

area cmsn,st:l.ng of 208 bunkers at YA600501 and YA606502.

(18) on 16 November there was no enemy contac’t, reported.
A 2nd B Companies, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry with a MIKE Force, moved
c.lo,ng separate axes to the vicinity wherc the third UH-1B was shot down

52




N L"'MZMWH .._I:'.'

e e e T Vg ——— T A g+ = e
. vl

LonvvidevTI4L

AVDDH=-GC . T 28 January 1967
( SUBJECT: . Combat Operations After Action Report-(RCS: MACY J3-32)

on 11 November at YA577568, Four US KIA from 52d Aﬁatlon Battalion
were found. Also, three NVA bodies and a cese of 60mm mortar a:mnunl-
tion were found under or near the hellcopter.

A (19) There was light contact on 17 November when the 2d
Battalion, 8th Infantry conducted saturation patrolling southwest of
their command post to YA602598. At 1120 hours a CIDG Commany and A
Company had contact with an'estimated NVA company size force at YA600595,
This resulted in two US WIA, and. one USSF WIA, Contact was brokert at
1125 hours, B Company made light contact with the same eneny force at
1230 hours at YA598601, resulting in four:US WIA, In the arca:of the
1st Battalion, J35th Infantry, B Company sighted 15 NVA at 1109 hours
at YA673671. The enemy fled to the southwest, At 1340 hours one NVA
“was captured at YA665661, C Company lost one US KIA and three US WIA
( from a- grenade booby trap at YA732690 '

. (20) There was no s.1gn1ficant contact on 18 Novexiber._
1lst Battalicn, 12th Infantry found 12 NVA bodies and 12 SKS rifles
at 1045 hours vicinity of YA591569 which were probably the result of
a 5 November B-52 strlke. ,

(a) 1st. Battallon, 35th Infantry airlifted the
battalion command group and 4.2 inch Mortar Platoon to landing zone

( 5lOZ at m66566h. .

"(b) B Company 1st Battal:.on, 22d Infantry dis-
covered a fortlfa.ed base area on the west side of the Nam Sathay at
YA650650, an air strike was called on- the area, Traces of blood

+  were found after the strike and also 300 pounds of .rice and a trail
‘ 1eading southwest,

( A (21) On 19 Novemver, B and C’ Conpanles, 1st Battalion,
. 14th Infantry, with a CIDG Company from Ple:. Me had he vy contact
’ with an estimated two NVA battalions,

(a) The contact started at 1205 hours L.t 'molosoo

and did not diminish until approximately 1640 hours that day. B .
Company, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, part of the division reserve,
was committed to the lst Battalion, 14th Infantry arca of operations.
The 1st Bgttalion; 14th Infantry planned to destroy the lerge 208
bunker complex discovered the prev1ous day. B Company was tc ma-
neuver on an axis parallel to the CIDG Company from YAG1L525 to 1Z
"Rio" located at YA605516 and then south to the bunker complex lo-
cated at YA604502. - In the vicinity of the bunker complex a LZ was
to be cut so that an engineer platoon (2d Platoon, D Company, 65th
Engineer Battalion) could be lifted in.to destroy the bunker complex.
B Company, lst Battalion, l4ith Infanurf, was to act both as a security
force for the cngineers and as reaction force for the swecp of C
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Company and the CIDG Company to the scuth and west of the b‘unkpr corplex,
They would then close back to LZ "Rio" for the night, G Company, located
at 1Z "Rio" at YA605516 planned to patrol south to the burker complex in
front of B Company and the CIDG Company. With one squad of engineers
that accompanied them, C Company was to start a LZ near the bunker complex,
After B Company and the CIDG Company closed into the bunker area, C Comen
pany was to patrol in conjunction with the CIDG to the south then to the
west and then to the north, back to 1Z "Rio".' They were tc go within
13Km of the Cambodian-Vietham border, keeping the CIDG on their rigpt
flank as they made a sweep clockwise around the bhunker complexes. The
CIDG Company planned to patrol on an axis parallel to B Compznyv from
YA614,525 to LZ "Rio" and the south to 5the bunker complex, From the bun-
ker complex they planned to patrol onfan axis parallel and on the right.
flank of C Company in their sweep of ﬁhe area around the bunker complex,
The Recon Platoon coordinated with t.hé CIDG Company and planned to work
with them, The movement went as planned during the morning of 19
November, C Company moved to the bunker complex with B Company and the
CIDG Company following on two axes, € Company reached a fairly open
area and broke for chow while B Compahy and the TIDG moved through

them toward the bunker area, The CIDG was on the west and B Company’
was on the east as they moved south +At 1207 hours B Company's right
flank began to receive small arms firée and grenades from the scuthwest.-
Shortly thereafter the point of the CIDG Company made contact with a.
well defended fortified enemy p031t10n employing numerous snipers, The
enemy attempted to infiltrate the friendly forces and also demcnstrated
a determined effort to hold their gosition, The enemy initiated the
action when the advance guard of 26 to 30 men were within 50 meters of
the fortified enemy pesition, Sinde the CIDG was moving in a file, their
point fell back to bring their cowpany on line, This put the Recon
Platoon, B Company and CIDG on line in that order, from cast to west,

The CIDG was to the right of the Recon Platoon, They begen to advance
under heavy small arms fire and were hit from the west, on the Recon
Platoon!s right or west flank, B Company was also receiving heavy

fire from the front; In all there were approximately 360 friendly
troops engaging what was later confirmed by o POW to be two-battals

ions of the NVAi 33d Regiment, 1E IOI Division.,: B Company moved to
assist the CIDG and became heavily engaged from the west, C Company
maneuvered to aid B Company and the CIDG, but also becane hcavily
engaged and pinned down at 1525 hours., One platoon from C Company

was left at YA606503 to clear and secure an IZ to extract wounded and
the CIDG pulled back te help secure it, At this time B Conpan‘,r no-
neuvered two platoons against the enemy and heavy contact was broken

at 1840 hours, - At this point the decision was made to pull buck to

the new 1Z, extract the friendly. WIA and bring artillery and air in

on the NVA positions. This decision was carried out during the rest

of ‘the afternoon and early évening under heavy harrassment from NVA
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- snipers fighting from trees and bunkers until 1843 hours., & total of

four airstrikes were called on the enemy positions. Anpro"nna.tt,ly 1800

rounds of 105mm and 100 rounds of 8 inch artillery fire were expended,

The 4.2 inch Mortar Platoon expended 300 rounds cn the enemy., = For the
"night B and C Companies with the CIDG Company and Recon Platcon closed
into a perimeter ‘around the LZ located at YA606503, It is intercsting
to note that on two occasions during the day!'s operatlon the batLauon
- primary frequency was jammed, - Results of this contact werc 19 US KIL
and 47 US-WIA, 3 CIDG WIA, and 2 USSF WIA. Enemy losses were, 166 NVA
© KIA,"1 NVA captured, 6 AK-lﬂ rifles, 2 5K rifles, 20 hand grenades, 5
; packs and, other miscellaneous it ems of equipment,

“(b) It'was:at thn,s stage of the Operatlo"l that a
series of B-52 bomber strikes were planned and requestec to supncrt the
units in the southwestérn portion of the A0, (See Intlosure 2 for cver-
lay depicting strikes), One strike wes requested for 20 November on the
large bunker complex, It was necessary to move units out of the ~rca
to r'1ee’c, m.n:x.mum sa.fetv requlrements. :

(22) There were only moderhte contacts on 20 Novemoer.

' : (a) The heavlest contact was made by B Company, lst
: Battallon, 35th Infantry, Theéy departed their battalion fire suppcrt
.~ base (YA668663) at 200851 Noverber, moving in a colum of plotoons,
© . "Order of march was 3d Platcon, company hea.dqu,;r‘tr s (uug:lentec. by 127
personnel from the Weapons Pl'wtoon without heavy vc'mpons) s 1st Platoon
and 2d Platoon. The compeny, ¢onsisting of 130 men, cortncted an es—
timated NVA reinforced platoon in dug=-in positions, at 1148 hours vicin-
ity YA67,688., The three point men were hit irmedintely, and the rcst of
the point squad returned the fire, The cneny initiated the nection when
friendly troops were within 15 to 45 mcters of his pesiticn. The conpany
comander requested cir and artillery support and irmediately began a
flanking maneuver tc the west with the lst.and.2d Platcons, with the
YWeapons Platcon maneuvering. to link up with the 3d Platcon's right
flank, Just as this manéuver began, the company began receiving spo-
radic firing from the west and. ncrthwest, -and enemy perscnnel were
seen infiltrating along the flank, - The 1lst Platoon reached a point
on line with the 3d. Platoon, where they cncountered a heavy volume of
fire, The amcunt 'of fire indicnted that 2 considerably larzer encrny
force wes present than first believed, The platoorn then went intc 2
position facing west-northwest, in order to protect the 3d Pldtoont!s
west flank, The 2d Flatoon, whlch ‘had followed theé lst Platoon in the
© flanking maneuver, nomentorily tost contact with its point squad. The
point squad was in visual contact with the 1st Platoon, and the trailing
squads were following the trock mzde: by.the. leading elements thre ugh
the dense undergrovrbh it this time, the trailing squads of the 2d
Platoon were fired upon by an enerny muchine gun :‘m a bunker and by
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scattered riflemen. Apparently the cne.my had occupied the bunker after
the 1st Pletodn cnd the point squad of the 24 Flatodn had passed. There
were no other enemy found in prepe red'pos:.t:.ons on this flank, nor were
any foxholes or other tunkers found in this. area after the battles The
bunker was rapidly knocked out by M79:fire and gconadefs, snd the 24
Flatoon regeincd contact with its point squad and went-into vosition on
the 1st IMlatoon's left flank., Enemy automatic weapons fire became in-
creasingly intense. The company commgnder ordered the platocns tc close
into a perimeter in the saddle area cof thp revine,: while supperting air
and ertillery were employed. This was rapidly =sccomplished, and ~t 1217
hours the air strikes began. The strikes were directed agzinst the
machine gune located to the ncrtheost and sgainst the locetiins of the
automatic weapcns fire on the west and northwest. Lir attacks, intor-
spersed with a.rtlllery, were ccnducted egpinst the enemy pesitircns until
about 1430 hcurs. At 1530 he urs,. B Ccmpe.py conducted sweeps crc und the:LT'

‘perimeter, encountering several snipers.  The plotecns rapidly cles

their essigned areas, ccllected their wounded and dead, and made thcu‘
way tc the planned landing zcne site ot YA672683. At this loceation o
perimeter was established and elements of 211 platcens were empleyed
clearing e sm2ll landing zne. Enemy ccntect hed been broken by 17C0
hcurs, and 4 Company linked up with B Compeny at 1859 hcurs. 4t 1518
heurs, three wounded perscnnel were evacuated focm the landing zcne. The
follewing morning the remainder of the weunded were evecusnted.  Estimotes
of enemy ammuriition expenditures were' .10CO rcunds henvy mechine gum, 1400
rcunds light machine gun, 3600 rcunds 4K 47, and 40-tc 50 hend grencdes.
The nature ¢f the fertified pesiticn and the actirn morked the engogoment
as an enemy délaying actirn. Results of the engogement were:

US: 5 KIL
17 wis

Enermy: 18 K14
3 LK-47 (captured)
1 SG 43 machine g crrrier (ca ptured).

(®) In another part of the 4O on this day, the 24
Battalicn, 8th Infentry had discovered e training arveca and training aids
for the 12.7mm anti-airersft maching gun at Y.607587.

(23) FAUL REVERE IV ccntinued cn 21 November with five bat-
talicns plus cne rifle compeny conducting scerch and destrcoy onerations
in the sree bcunded by the Coambodiasn beorder and the Se San/Y“ Kromg Bo' Lah
Rivers. One battalicn (-) remained es the divisicn reserve and cenducted
lccal search eng destrcy cperaticns scutheanst ¢f the Se Szn River. Thore
was light ccptact thrcughcut the srcee of cperaticns.
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SUBJECT: Conbat Operations After Acti‘o.n~ Report (RCS- g CV' J;—32)

. . (8) A and C.Compenies, 1lst Batte l:.on, 14th Infantry
and 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, with an cnginser toem arrived at the
northern ecdge 6f the 20 November B-52 strike.arce at 1215 hours. A
Company sighted five NVA soldiers vicinity Y4610497 at 1235 hours sand
killed two of them: B .Company, 2d Batte lion, 35th Infantry and the
cngineer team received smell arms fire from troes and bunkers in the .
vicinity of YA605493. The arca was scerched and 14 bodics were Found
in e grave. Also found ‘were one machlno gt and eie‘ht AK-47 rifles.

(b) The 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry found one VA bodv
end ona AK-47 rifle at YA6055990 They also kllled one NVA in the vicinity
of Ya605519. o ' '. '

: (c) There weg & light contact made by A Company, 1st”
Battalion, 35tk Infantry with an unknown size foreo at 1400 hours vis -
cinity YA677687, - Contact was broken by the enemy force et 1531 hours.
~ Résults of this action were one NVA KI4, one rifle, 244 rounds smoll arms
‘apmumition with 23 wegezines, and four grenades ‘capturced, At the same.
time B ‘Cémpany conducted. a-swsep of the 20 November contact in the vi- =
“einity of YA676682 end found en gdditional seven NVA KIs, C Conpany mado
contact with two NVA at YA666667 and killed onc lof them, b

* (d) A.UH-1B from D Troop, lst Squadron, 1Cth Cavalry
recc:.ved ground firé from tho vicinity of IA772728 The firc was Te-
turned’ resultin[, in a secondary explosion and one NVA KIA. R

" (24) There wes light contact in tho northcrn and southern
scctors of the area of operation on 22 Novomber.

' * . (a) B Company, 24 Battalipn, 35th Infantry nade contact
with an unknown size force while exploiting & 20 Novowber B-52 strike.
Contact was made in the vicinity of YA602495 at 0849 hours. Automatic
weapons. and small ermg fire were reccived from bunkcrs. Results of the
contact were one US WIA enhd five NVA KIi, !

e . (b) A Company, 1st Battahon, 35th Infcntry made cone
‘tact with en estimeted NVA platoon at 1025 hours in the vicinity IA675699
which resulted in one NVA KIA ond one machine gun. coptured. Contact wes
_regained et 1510 hours in the vicinity Ya677702,"' "but the encmy withdrew
to the north. At 1556 hours, in the vicinity of ¥4679701, contact was
agaih esteblished with en unkncwn sizc forve, hutomatic weapons and
smell arms fire were received:from dug in p051tions. ‘Results of ‘this
aotion were two US WIA amd thr:e WVa KIA

(25) On 23 Tovcmb\..l & CIDG Compeny from Ban Bloch w1th the
2d Bettalion, 8th Infantry was cxtracted and returned to their eomp,
Tho 1st Battalion, 35th Infantzy hod the only conteets of the dey, which
results in three NVi KIA,
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B COUETDENTIAL
AVDDH-GC L. o , 28 Janusry 1967
SUBJECT: Cowbat Opérations After Action Report (iCS: MACV J3a.32)

(26) Thefe wis no signifiéant contact on 24 November,

(a)  The 1st ButtahOn, 1ith Infgntry dn.scovered a cave
complex v:Lc:Ln:LJt.}7 Y4601501, while scarching a B-52 strike arca, There
were 50 NVA bodies found in the cave and 16 other bodies found in the
surroundmg aroa, .

: (b) The 1st Be;ttf{non', 35th Infentry loccted & bate
talion sized enemy base arca at YA689716 which ::.ppeared to have been haCd
mth:m the previous 24 hours,

(27) During the period 25 through 26 Novcmbcr, opcrations
continued with five battalions plus -one rifle company in the arca bounded
by the Cambodian border and the Se San/Ya Krong Bo! lah Rivers.. There
was no significant contact. Ono battalion (~-) remained as division rc-

. serve conducting local patrolling and security southcast of tho Se San
River. Task Force lst Squodron, 10th Cavalry continued thé route sccu~
rity nission of Highway 509 from Pleiku to ZA039431. This was accomplished
~by acrial sturveillance, aggressive day end night mounted and dismounted

- patrolling in the v1c1nity of the route s and by cstablishing mobile strong
points along the road. :

‘ (28) On 27 Noyember the st Battc.lion, lith Infentry wes
airlifted back to 3d Brigade Task Fbrce, 25th Infentry Division base
camp f or rest and refitting. There wes no sgignificant contact through-
out the 40 during the dey. A tenk from B Troop, ist Squadron, 10th

Cavalry struck a mino at ZA288229 while escorting a convoy to Plei Me,
‘There was slight damage to the tank,

o (29) Oﬁ 28 Nox;émber_tﬁere was only light contact reported
in the AO, o A :

(a) 1st Battalion, 12th Infan‘bry f:Lre support base,
v:.clnity YA610527, received approximately 25 rounds of 82mm morter fire
at 1445 hours. T‘qere were no- casualties. - Countermortar rader deter-
mined thet the fire was coming from IA597533 and five artillery bat-
teries pleced & total of 398 rounds of counter battery fire on the target,
The morter fire ceasod. : c .

(b) & Company, lst Battal:.on, 35th Infantry mcde cone
tact with an estimated NVA ‘compeny vicinity Y4685708 at 0920 hours,
Sporadic contact continued until 1300 hours, Results of this action .
were US losses of two KIA and one WIA, Enemy losses were 16 NVA KIA,
one AK-47 rifle, 20 grcmdes end 2000 rou.nds of small arms c.mmunitlon
captured. :
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SUBJECT : Combs,t Operations After Action Report (RCS: MLCV J3-32)

) (30) - Operctions continued in.the PaUL REVERE IV area of
operutions on 29-30 Novecmbcr with four battalions plus one rifle com-
pany conducting search and destroy operations in the arca bounded by
the Cambodion border and Se 8uh/Ya Krong Bo! Iah Rivers. One battzlion
(-) continucd the .mission as division reserve and onc battclion continucd
training and refitting in preparation for future Operat:.ons. There was
no sign:.fn.cant contact on 29 Novemb\.r. _

B (a) The 1st Battc.llon, 22d Infantry airlifted its
tecticel command post, C Company and 4o2 inch Mortar Platoon to landlng,
zone 519A located .at YA655'757. . ,

_ (b) One tank from C Troop, 3d Squadron, 4th Cava]_ry
was sightly .damaged by & uine at Ih957434.

(3_1) On 30 November there was no =signifioan£"'contact

(a) The st Battalion, 12th Infantry found six LWA
bOdlcS and mscellunoous equlpmcnt at. Ih609510 and YL597542. o

o . (b) The 2d Batteliof, 35th Infantry airliftcd its .
fire support base to landing zones 3G and 34 rcspectively.

) (¢) &t 1800 dours, approxlnmtely 20 rounds of éOmm
mortar flre landed 200-300 meters outside the 24 Battallon, oh Infentry
pcrlmeter ‘loeated in the vicinrby of Y.L.6106OO. A :

(d) The lst B&ttallon, 224 Infan‘bry airllf'bod 1'bs fire
support base 'to landing zono 5194 at 19656757.

o (e) Another tank from G Troop, 3d Squadron, 4th _'
Cavalry hit 2 mine at Yi934440, ccusing demase to the suspenslon '
system. o . : N »

(32) Thcre we.s no sigmficant contact onl DecL,mbor.

(a) One tenk from lst Battallon, 69th Armor, hit a .
mine at IA940433, cousirg démage to the suspension system.

“(b) ‘The CIDG Companics from Fhu Tuc end Ban Blech
torminnted search and dcutroy onor'atlons and were alrllftod to Plei
D;jereng. ' ~

(33) On 2 Decomber there was moderate conmot by lst
Battelion, 12th Infentry, A and B Compenics had the mission to conduct
search eand destroy oporat-l ons %o the west of the httalion f:.re support
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SUBJECT: Ccmbat Operatins hifter Leticn Repert (RCS: M.CV J3-32) :

base, and to effect a linkup vicinity Yi577545: ' The ()Leratlon cormenced
at 020730 December with the twd ccmpanies meving. cn suppcrting axes; A
Company secerching (n the seuthern axis and B €cmpeny scorching on the
northern axis. &4 Ccmpany was nCving in e wedge formaticn with the 3d
Flatoon on the pomt 1st and 24 Pletcens following each flank with the
Weapcns Pletcoen providing rear securl*‘v. 4t 0925 hcurs, the Ed Tlatoon
operating 75 meters forward of the ccmpany, having cressed a nerth-scuth
strean, ceme upon o ceap fire which contained hot ceals et Y. 5805404 Lg
the platcon leader was rendering his repcrt en the finding, his platoon
came wnder hervy velume of automatic fire from the nerth-northwest at

0932 hcurs. The platoen leader immediately had his platecn depley dn R

line and return fire. The com: Any cormander's estinmete was that the -
contact was with a cenpony size force. I_nlta.uly, ghort bursts of a'mll
arms end automatic weepons were received, but at 0955 héurs the crrpany
became pinned dcwn by heavy sm2ll arms fire.: Indirect fires vere imne-
diately crlled for, with two batteries of 105!'s and cne battery of 8
inch responding. The Battalien Cemmender end §3 were airborne in the
cormend and ccntrel heliccpter: to direct the-: cti(.n and o provide rr-_dio
relay. Ln airbcrne USLF forward air centroller wes in the torget crea
15 minutes after the contact began. S:multu.neously, with the czll for
artillery fires feor & Compzny, the Battalicn: Commander directed B Com-
peny tc divert its movement tc the scuthwest- and link-up with u Cor“n".ny.
The acticn crntinucd with A Crn=u:my still in-centhet and receiving
autonetic fire. L4n eir strike, was scheduled for 1100 heurs. B Com-
pany's movenent tc the scuthwest met with ne’ centoct until approxinetely
200 nmeters fronm L Comprny's p(sﬁzlcn. it that point, B Company en-
countered speradic firing., Lead elements of '3 Compeny effected link-up
w1th i Ccopeny's right flonk at 1100 hcurs. -4t the same time the first

air strike wes being plcccd apﬁrox..m'.te;y 1“0 meters forwaré of L Conmpony.

Upen cempleticn cf the = trike, i Compeny rercrted it was still re-
ceiving ground fire frcm the hill tc the nerth-northwest. 4 2nd B
Companics were directed tc mcve abreoast and, upen completicn of a

seccnd wir strike, to sweep neorth. Lt the same time, both cemuanics
were tc consolidate their weapons platcons in the vicinity 114.581 40

end prepere an extraction site for cesunlties, 4t 1200 heurs, 4 mad

B Cecnpanies ncved nerth, ccnducting e sweep of Hill 284, mecting cnly
light resistence in i Cempony's secter. No further contact was reperted
after 1230 hours. Support for this acticn included cver 2000 rounds
fired by twe 105 batteries, 411 reunds fired by the 8 inch baottery, ond
370 rcunc,s fired by 4.2 inch mecrters. The Lir Force flew o total of 10
sorties in support of the ground operations; four sortius in direct
support of the contcet and six sortics along suspected withdrszual routes
during the contact. 4 sweep of the area disclosed 14 NVL KT ond scven
1K-47 rifles. US losses were four KIL and 14 WIL. The medevoc was
started at 1235 hours and completed at 1430 houre. The bulld of the
friendly casualties occurred during the initizl volume of fijre delivered
by the enecmy.

+

60

- COMRFDEVTIAL




- WY LW

|wtrany
COEDEITIA
AVDDE-GC s - 28 Jemunry 1967
( SUBJECT: Combat.Operations Lfter Liction Reporty (RCS: M.CV J3-32)

\

. (&) The-2d Battalion, 8th Infantry hod. Zight contact
with three NVL inthe vicinity of. YA610676. Results were onc NVA KIh,
and one AK=-47 rifle ca.ptured. One Us soldier was woundede

(b) The 1st But‘tahon, 22d Infantry located a 5 bed
hospltal complex in the v1c1n1ty of YA646746 One NVi soldier was killed
in that locetion. 4 - v
) . (¢) The lst Battalion, 35th Infantry located a large
conmand ‘bunker’ with 100 additional bunkcrs in the areas -:rounc‘ YLT35708
and YA?}T?OO.

(d) US losses for the doy were seven KIA and 32 Wik,
, Enemy losses were 31 NV4 KIA, 14 smell zrms, four grensdes, 31 rounds
small erms esmmition, two magazines, one pack of medical lies
C captured. There were 135 bunkers, a 75 bed hosp: tel, one ﬁ%ﬁé‘éﬁe, and
three. huts destroyed.. A »

de On 3 December the third phase of the ‘opcration commenced.
Light, sporadic contacts were cherecteristic of the action during this™
phese. It was during this period thet acticn was oriented to the north'
of the 40 =s the dl\rlsicn ttempted tc conte ct 'md block the fleeing
NVA wnits.’ C L .

(l) No‘ significant contact dccurrsd on 3-Decerber.

r (a) The lst Battelion, 224 Infantry located mnd
destroyed two tounis' of Tice in the vicinity of YA6 )4756 . The oxea also
contained a 59 bunker complex and one ‘hut, 211 of which were destroycrl. '

s Three tcns of rice from the same v1cln1ty were €vr: cu“rttc.

; ( . : (b) L tank from the 1st ngtt‘xllcn, 69th lrmor, uwder
: N operational centrel of 2d Brigode, 1st Air Cavalry Divisicn (uM), struck

a mine at’ YA758232 causmg denage to the suspc.ns:.on system arid hull,-

. " (2) onm4 December, thcre_ wes light contnct in'the northirn
sector of the axrea of operativn's. -Results of ~etiocns on this dny were
one US KIA end six US WI.. Enomy lésses were two NVL KIL., twe NVA cop-
tured, one NVi -returnee, one individuel weapon with threc nagazines,
three NV4 uniforms, 60 rounds of smoll erms ammunition capturcd. “hlso,
one anti-tenk mine was destroyed. -

() The 2d Batta alicn, 8th Infantry wes -m:rllftcd
from pesitions weet of the Nam Sathoy River to vieinity ‘of landing zeone
3¢ neer the 2d~Brigede Command Post. This left three battnlions con-
ducting search and destrcy cperaticns in the aren beunded by the Cambodirn
border and the Se San/Ya Krong Bo! Lsh Rivers. -
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SUBJECT: Combat Opcreticns After iction Report (RCS: M.CT J3=32)

(b) Tesk Force 1lst Sqw_zdrcri; 10th Cavalry centinue
it8 missicn of securing Highway 509 in the 4O+ Recomnaissonce wos con-
ducted of the area north ané scuth of Hishway 509 from Z.075450 and

YL875461. Llso, hepikl reccnnaisschee of the Division srea of cperaticns
was ccntinued by D Troope '

(3). On 5 December there was nc significont contacet reperted.

(a) The lst Batftalion, 12th Infantry locnted o glas
toon size bunker cemplex ané 1500 pounds of rice in the vicinity of
YL 585554. The bunkers werc destroyed, !

(b) L CIDG Compeny from Plei Djereng was meved into
the ares of opcraticons to conduct scarch and destrey operrtions in the
vicinity of YL734546, :

(4) On 6 Decccber, the lst Brttaliom, 12th Infantry was
airlifted tc vicinity YA657838 to conduct secrch and destroy cperations
in the northern sectcr of the aree of oncratlun Thore was cnly light
contact during the doy's operctions. '

(2) HMortar fire was received ¢utside the perimeter cof
the 1st Battalicn, 12th Infentry (YA657638) at 1815 hcurs rnd ngein at
1915 hours. ALbcut 25 rcundsakre received and resulted in -ne US WIL.

() 4t 2010 keurs, C Company, lst Battelion, 224
Infentry rcceived epproximstely fowr mertsr rcunds cutside their peri-
meter, vicinity YA668827. The Recon Platoon fownd one 82mm mexrtar tube
¢~ and base plate vicinity «f YA€55741. '

. (5) On 7 Deccmber, the division ccntinued OPER.LTICH PiUL

.  REVERE IV with six battelions, one tank battalicn (-) and cne covalry

"7 squedron (-). Four battalions conducted search and destroy cpeorctions
in the northern sectcr of the ~rez of cperations. One beittalion contin-
ued the mission of division rcserve/reacticn forces One to t'ch 1lion
ceriducted local pc‘rro;llng and sceurity opcreaticms,. The tonk battolion
(-) and cevalry squadren (=) conducted rcute sccurity opernticns, There
was nc enemy contact Auring the day's cperations. The ist Brittalion,
35th Infentry discovered a 50 bunker coaplex ond feur NV. bedies vicin-
ity YL661649. The bunkers were destroyed.

(6) On 8 December the 1st Batizlion, 12th Infmniry, dis-

a

covered a field of 300 punji stakes. Four US scldicrs wers wiounded by

the punji stekes. The stakes were z:e_mcvve’-d_ and destroyeds lso o total
of 44 bunkers were found aond destroyed by the battalien during the day.
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SUBJECT: Combat Opersticns Lfter Lction Report (RCS: M4CV J3- 32)

: (a) The 1st Battalicn, 14th I_nfnn{;ry,, ccnducted an
eir-assault tc lending zone 5114 at YAT61625, clcsing ot 1225 hours,
The wnit 1cqa.ted 35 enemy bunkers in the vicinity of YLT752640.

) (b) The 24 Bc,t‘buhﬂn, Z5th Infn,ntxy, locu‘ted AT two-non
foxholes in the vicinity cf YL738833.

(¢) & villege chief reperted to ¢ Troop, 3d Squedren
4th &valry, thet 2 mine hid been lccated on Route 14B. The report was
investigated and two.mines were found in the rocd ot Yu904;86 ond Yj*9OA282.
They were destroyed in place.’

(7) 0n"9 Decembe r, only mi inor eneny contact occurred clu_lrg
the day's operaticns, No change was made in unit missicnse

(2) The lst’ ‘Battalion, 224 Infantry eng ged six VA in
the vicinity of Y4635719. Results of the contoct were twe NV. KI., cne NVL
captured. Llso,‘ misccllzmerus equlpncnt vasg c"pturcd cx. destraoycd.

* (b)) The 1st Battg.llcn, 14th Infe ntrv r«.pcrtoq the crpture
of two NVL\. soldlcrs with snell arms and 100 rownds of ammunition. They also

_destroyed cme. ‘hut and 800 pcunr’s of rlce in the. vieinity of YA76¢646

" (c) The 2d Battalicn, 35th- In t*'y loc tod a.ncl dcstroyed
six huts at YAT722789. -

(8) On 10 Deccmber uhc,re was -“nlj_ llg‘at céntaet thrcughcut
the LO which resulted in five NVA.scl diers’ I(L;, cne & ﬂt'une.d,' ~nd miscellone-
ols’ small 2rms, equipment, foed *nd 11vestock captured or destro vcd. The
1st Bettalicn, 35th Infmtry completed an 2irlift frem landdng zone 5104 to
the 3d Brigade Tesk Force, 25th Infontry Division base cc cnp for training

~ . and refitting. ..They also continued the nission. ._s,"p:r.rt of the division
ol reserve/rcactlcn foree.. - L

(9) Thcre was light contuct reperted on 11 ‘Decerber,

(2) The 1st B;ttallon, 254 Infentry made conbopt with
two NVA in the vicimityof Y4605713, resulting in one NVL ¥I. mnd cnc NVA
ceptured with two LK-47 rifles, eight magrzines, and 12 rounds of ammuniticn,
There wg,s als» a five pound sdcchel hﬂrge end eight CI’I\, 17 grcenoades c‘estrc,you.

oo (b)) The 1 t Bcttumn, 14th Infantry locnted rn cnery
base cmp vmmlty Y1;7?2643, with 33 bunkers, fcur foxholes, four: shovels,

two picks, 11 grenodes, three cne-querter pound sticks of TNT, one blasting
cap, one centeen, ond 700 rowmds of 7. 62 cmmunition.

COUFWED TIAL




T N e
CO/U F \ Dbi s TV
AVDDH-GC 28 Januory 1967
SUBJECT Covbat Opcrabmﬂs After Letion Report (ROS: MACV J3-32)

(c) The 24 Battelion, 35th Iafantry loca ted and
destoyed two huts and 500 pounds of ricc at, ¥4700803.

(d) The 24 Battullon, 8th Ini‘antry apprehendcd one
detainec : and Cclp'buer 1000 pounds of rice and threc pitks in the vieinity
Yi869409. In a sweep of the villego of Plei Enome (Y4877391), one dea
taince was apprehended,

, (¢) The village chief of Plei Ya Po reported to C
Troop 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry that & mine had been plgccd on Hlf"n.w&y
50913 at YA988400, The mine was located and ‘destroyed.

.(f) The CIDG Company from Plci D;lvrcnb was extracted
at 0800 hours to Plei Djcreng, .

(10) Thcre was light contact on 12 Deccmber,

(2) The lst Battalion, 22d Infentry engeg r-ed four TV
at 1i601712. Results werec one NVA KIA, two hiK~47 rifles capturcd, and
800 pounds of rice and two gronades dcstroycd A scarch of the arca rc-
vealed three NVi soldicrs! graves, estlmz_'bed to be sovc,ral days old,

(b) The 24 Batteliong 35th Infantry contacted five NVA
soldicrs at Y.673771, resulting in four AWA KIA cnd four smcll arus
captured,

(11) There was negative contact reported on 13 December. A
compilation of unit reports revealed two NVA bodics.were found, and also
one RB-40 rocket leuncher, two small arms,. two packs; 50 pounds of rice
captured, There were 12 futs s four bunkers, two grenades and a oncw-
quarter pound of TNT dcstroyed. ’

(12) There was no contact on 14 Deccmbsr, The lst Battzlion,
12th Infantry did lécete and destroy cn encny hospital complex at Y4643801,
It consisted of 25 huts, eight bunkers, and misccllancous medical equip-
nent, A sccurity swecp north of landing zone 3G by lst Squadron 1, 10th
Cavalry found one ton of rice at &839492.

(13) On 15 Decembor there were no significont contacts
reported,

(a) The 1st Battallon, 12th Infmtry encountered punji
stckes in an area around 20 bunkers located at Ya663837, Two US soldiers
were wounded by the punji stcokes,
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SUBJECT: ~bat Opcrnuons Aftor Action Report (RCS MiCV J3..3P§
~ “(b) The 1st Bottahon, 224 Infantry located an encry

. camp at ’ﬂs635772a They destroyed 20 huts, & kitchen area, latrine, five
- rounds RBa/0 rocket amlmm:.tn.on, end 250 rounds iK-47 empmunition. One
body was discovered in the comp arcas Anothcr body wos found at YA637776,
not far from tho canp,

(¢) * The. ls‘c. Squcdron, ,10th Gavalry destroy'cd ceight
huts a'k YA908497 and seven huts at 1’1&983499._ _

¢,  The fourth and final. ph'1 se of FLUL REVERE IV commoncegd on
16 December. -It featured highly successful coordinated US/ARVN operctions,

(1) There Wes- no enemy contact on 16 Dceceuber.

e (a) The 1st Batta.lion, 12th Infantry located ﬂnd de-
stroyed fi:vc bunkers at YAGLLSAE. -

ST (b) To.sk Force GMRET (secunty platoon and CIDG.
Company from Duc Co) conducted scarch and dostroy operations east of
Ple:L D;;ercng.

' (c) Tae 24 Battalion, 35th Infan’t,ry located and de=
'.strnyed 10 huts at YA719801 and -10 more hu‘bs et YA74.7829.

‘ (d) TWo LRVN angcr Battalions moved to Ple:L Djercng
and initioted scarch and destrgy operations in the arca south of the 34
Brigade Task Fcrce y 25th Infantry Dlnsﬂ.on. :

. {¢) .CIDG Tesk Force rE{O’\IG and IxRVN Task Force LUAT

' estabhshed blocL:an positions cast of the 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th
Infentry Divisicpn, Task Foree MRONG was located at ZA 060710 ond ;ask

Force L‘UAT at 2..\137510. : o

" (f) Task Force lst Squadron, loth Cavalry estabhshod

a scrcen vicinity of Highwoy 509 in congunCulon with the 3d Brigedc Task
-.Force, 25th Infuntry D:.vismn opﬂr ulon north of Highwy 509,

; (2) on 17 Decembor OPERLTION PAUL KEVERE IV continued w:L'bh
six 1nfantry battelions, onc tank bettolion (-) and one cavolry squadron
(-). Scorch and destroy operations worg condueted by four bottalions,
one of which.(2d Battelion, 35th Infantry) conducted an cir-cssault otst
of the Sec San/Ya Krong Bo' L:mh Rivers to pcs:.‘t:.ons 'ﬂt YA980654 and

915(7%. .

() Loct.l patrolllng end occuriby operctions werc
conductcd by 2@ Battelion, 8th Infentry,.
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(b) The lst. B..:btallon, 35th Infantry continued training
and refitting in preporation for future opérations and continued the
mission as division rescrve/reaction foree,

(¢) The 1lst Bzttalion, 69th irmor (-) and lst Squadron,
10th Cavelry (=) conducted route and convoy security operat:.ons. There
was no contact during the day's operations,

. (d) Task Force GARR'ET continued to se'trcn cast to the
nclnlty of YA905577. , <

) “(e) The Reccon Platoon, lst Battclion, 14th Infantry

. located and destoyed 14 huts ot YA932556, two huts, €00 pounds of vheot,
'300 feet of communication wire and mlscollaneous oquipment c-'b Y4;933563,
and two huts and 30 pounds of rice at YA932564,

(f) Task Force SPRAGUE (Recon Platoon end CIDG Couwpeny
f;-om Plei Me) air-assaulted from Plei Djereng to landing zone 512Y 'xt
Yi878631,

. (z) The 3d Brigede Tosk Force, 25th Inil ntry Division
“énd two ARVN Ranger Battolions continued a coordinatcd search to the east
with the purpose of forcing the NVi toward the blocking positions sct up
by Task Force MRONG and Task Forece LUAT at Zh060710 end 21187510
‘respectivelys

(3) There wos light contact on 18 December,

' (a) The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry nade contact with
six HVA at Yi906680, resulting in threce NVA KIA and the capture of two
small arms, 250 rounds smcll erms ammunition, six blesting caps, three
grenades, and miscellancous equipment, Approximately 10 minutes later
another contoct wos made with a group of ViiC suspocts at YA908691, Re-
sults were two VMG KIA, five VMC capburod cend 14 detainces.,

: (b) The lst Battalion, 22d Infantry fire support bese
recc]_v(,d 25 rounds of 82mm mortor fire from 1815 to 1825 hours at 1.656756,
 The fire came from the northwest, All the rounds impacted outside the
- perimeter and caused no casudlties, '

(4) On 19 Docember there was no oneny contact,
(2) Therc were two mining incidents on Highway 7. at

AR838393. and AR845398 rcsulting in damege to two five ton trucks and one
US WIA, from the 4th Engineer Bettalionm,
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 (b) The lst Battslisn, 224 Infentry (-) was airlifted
from their fire sdpt.\ortf base to the Divisicn Base Camp at Dragon Mountain,

(5) Oper‘,tuns continucd on 20 December with elements of
the 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry and 1st Bc.ttalmn, 22d Infantry completing
their airlift to the Division Base Campy at Dragom Mountain,

(a) A UH-1D from 52d Aviation Battalion iwmvolved in
unit personnel lifts, erashed at Y.663838 due to mechanical failures The
aircraft burned on impatt ahd was totally destroyed. ' There were three US
KIA and seven US WI. (one KIA and three WIA from 524 Aviation Babthlion)s

(b) The 2d Battal:a.on, 35th Infantry mede contact with
saven NVA at YA922678 resulting in threce NVA KIA.

(¢) The 1lst Batvalion, 69th Armor apprehonded one
detainec at AR955)435

(6) PAUL REVERE IV continued on 21 Deccmber with six infantry
battalions, ‘one tank battalion (=) and one cavalry squadron (=). Search
and destroy 'Jperntlons were conducted by two batt-lions and one battzlion
conducted locql security and patrolling operations. Training and refit
'oger"‘blons in preparation for fubure operations were conducted by thrde
battalions. - The tank battzlion (=) and cavalry squadron (=) conducted
route .and s_ecurity operations. There was negative contact durlng the day.

(7) There was minor ene*ry contact on 22 December.

(a) c Troop, Bd uqua.dron, hth Cavalry, a.sulsw“ingr in
the route security of Highway 509, apprehended six detainees at Plei La
Whoo (Y./‘.993L117) and elght detalnees at Plei Domong .(¥A985416).

. (b) Task Forcc LULT made contact with £sur VC at
ZA081538, The Ve bro e contact withds awing to the west with Ge""Ith‘
results, . _

(c) The 1lst Bd;tw.ion, th Infantry (-B Company) was
nxt-,racted to the 34 Brlgade Task arce, 25th Infantry Division base camp.

(8) on 23 December 1st BattJlon, 12th Infantry and 1lst
Battalion, 22d Infentry conducted tra ining and refit Jr,erau:.ons at urag,on
Mountain Base Camp. _
(2) The 24 Battalion, 8th Infantry continucd security

for the 2d Brizade complex and engi neer construction in the vicinity of
landing zones 3G and 3T.

67

CONHDENTIAL




contacts,

CorvFi10ENT, //?/i
AVDDH-GC 28 January 1967
SUBJiECT: Combat Operations After Action Repsrt (RCS: MACY J3-32)

(b) B Company, lst Battalion, Lith Infantry heli-
lifted t9 the 3d Brizade Task Force, 25th Infantry Division Base Camp
to participate in the battalion training and refit program.

~(c) The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry; airliftea to

the Brigade Base Camp.

(d) The CIDG Company from Plei Me was airlifted by
hehconter from YA959665 to Plei Djereng; then flown by CV-2 to their
camp at Plei Mc.

(e) The 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry located four
deta nees at YA993417 and an additional four detainees at YA9S8L02.

(f) The two ARVN Ranger Battalions, Task Forcs MRONG

“and Task Force LUAT departed from the area of operations and closed

into their respective base camps,

(9) During the period 24-25 December, the 24 Battalion,
8th Infantry conducted local patrolling and security operations and the
remaining five battalions. (~) counducted training and refit in proparation
for future cperaticns., The lst Battalion, 69th Armor (-) and 1lst Squadron,
10th Cavalry (=) concducited route security operaticns, The Division main-
tained a full alert posture with increased ambush sites and intensified
a2rial and ground reconnaissance patrols during the Christmos truce. -

_ (,lQ) Operations continued on 26 December with only light

(a) The Division posture consisted of 1lst Battaliod,
12th In_fen‘bry conducting training and refit operations and retaining the
mission of division I‘pseI'VG/I“C,"CtiOTl force.s The'1lst Battalion, 224
Infantry continued training and refit with one company desigunated as a
one hour nctice rescrve/reaction force. The 2d Batt alion, 8th Infantry
provided sccurity for the 2d Brigade command post complex and engineer

~corstruction at landing zones 3G and 3T,

- (b) The 1st Battalion, 1lhth Infantry was heli-lifted
into a new arca and initiated search and destroy operations in the vieinity
of their fire support base established at AR835635, and z2lso in the vi-
cinities of ARB19732 and ARG1L72L. They apprehended 17 YMCS who were
identified by local villagers at ARB05738,

(c) The 1st Battalion, 35th Ini‘antry assumed the mission

of providing security for Highway 19 from Pleiku east to BR250L83, and
assumed operational coutrol of B Compeny, lst Battalion, 69tk Armer,
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(d) The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry conducted tra 1n:.ng
and refit at their brigade base camn._ :

(e) The 1st- 'Squadron,’ 10th Cavalry (--) was released
from operational control of 2d Brigade and conducted a tactical march
‘to Phu Nhop to conduct extensive-air and ground reconnaissance in the
vicinities of AQB69993 and AR912086..

(f) The 1st Battaliony 69th Armor (-) moved their
Headquarters and A Companies to the 34 Brigade Task Force, 25th Intantry
Division Base Camp to conduct training and refit. A Compaay (=) remained
under operational control of 2d Brigade with one platoon under operational
control of 24 Brigade, lst Air Cavalry Division (4M). B Company remai ned
"under the opcrr,tlonal control of 30 Brlpade Task Force, ?Stu Ini‘an’ory
.Dl’n.s:.on. } : : .

) (11) on 27 December mc"cused day and nlg ht aif reconnaissance
was nqplemented. : . .

() The lst Batt.,livn, 1ht.h Infantry continued search
~and destroy operatlons int anJunct:Lan with two ARVN Ranger Battalions
and Task Force LUAT in an area of operations north of Pleikue A Company
and a RFAPF unit provided security for the fire support base. C Company
scarched ‘south to the vicinity of 4R811725 and B Company searchod the east
._side of the I= Kron R:Lve,, (2000 neters cadt).

: (b) The 1st Squc.dro' . 10th Cavalfy conductod qetalled
recomaissance of Highway 6C from Phu Nhon to Plei Me.. They alss recon-
‘noitered for a fording site across the Ia Pet'b River. O-n‘e detaince was
apprc,hen sd at YA885109. .

(12) on 28 December, the 1st Batt.‘ll on, Uth Infa n’dry con-
tinued scarch and destroy operaticns north of Pleiku in conjunction with
two AIUN Ranger Battalions and Task Fcrce LUAT. A village chief identi-

' fied seven VMCS at ARB9LG6O who were cpprehended. The Recon Platoon

received automatlc weapons fire ‘at AR90C3652, suffering one US WIA., 4
search was made of the area from where the flre was received bu nothing

" was found.

(13) There was one minor contact on 29 Decemher involving the
lst Squadron, 10th Cavalry. D Troop, vwhile conducting dismcunted’ oper-
ations with the Aero-Rifle Platoon, had 2 light contact at OLLO hours when
a listening post exchanged automatic weapons fire with an estimated five
enemy -;erso'nnel at: AR873957.: The enany imuediately brcke contact and an
extensive sweep of the area Uroducu, no further contact. Tberu_ was one
Us wm Jduring the act,mn reportf=d.
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(24) On 30 and 31 Deceiber there was no significam'; contacts
reported in the arca of operations.® Intelligence information and lacs of
significant contact indicated that the majority of the NVA units formerly
in the area had either been rendered ineffective or had exfiltrated west
into Cembodia. This lack of enemy ¢ ct:Lvrty and the New.Year fruce period
provided the logical termination point for OPERATION ‘PAUL LfE"E’%E IV thus
at 312400 Di-cember 1966, the operation came to a close.:

f. G:Lvig_,{&ctlon Prograun, PALUL REVERE, IvV. .

. (1), Doring PAUL REVERZ IV, civic action programs werc clusely
allied with the ccllecvion of intelligence and puyChJ].OE,..Ca.L operations,
Civic Action Programs were essentially: cnncerned with MEDCAP, refugec assist-
ance, public welfare projects, and assisting ia'the cstablishmeat of GVN
influence throughout the area of operation,. Through civic action efforts,
intelligence information was obtained which resulted in 35 VG suspects beiog
detained., In two instances s hatlet ghiefgrisked their 11VP’S 2o :mi‘ 5rm US
forces of the location cf mines,

(2) During the operation, over 700 Montagnards fled NVA or VG
control to the Refugee Collection Point at Plei Djercng. These refugecs
were provided with USAID supplies, which included canned foods, clothmn
rice, salt and soap transported by Division vehicles. In add 1tlon, truns-
pertation was provided to haul three tons of lumber for-use in buillin
refuzce housings Two division bulldozers ‘and opcrators worked in the ru’ugee
center at Thanh An repairing roads to villages, Refugees have responded
well to their new locetions, scatiered- among the hamlets of Plei Ghorr
(YA85L7), Plei: Deﬁr'.»-YAS?ShB) and Plei Doch *(YAB6L6), in accordance with the
Province Reset tle it Plan., Coustruction of homes was begun. 484 result
of thelr escape ff\bm NV&/VC control, refugees are receptive to the G’\T’*I, and
have been especlally ‘helpful in off crmr' 1ni‘ ornatlﬂn concerning Psyops and
its effectiveness, . L

_ (3) The Lth Infari‘bry Division ass:Lstua the GVN in establishing
its image in the remute areas. One mobbod of- ‘accomplishing this was by dis-
tributing GVN flags to hamlets. The GVN flag flying from its pole serves
2s & sizn to all that the hamlet is friendly dnd secure from VG, If there
are VC in the hamlet or if it is being harrassed by the VG, the flaz is not
flown and a reaction force can be sent tc the hamlet. Also, 20 hamlet signs
wtilizing GVN colors Werc erected aud L1 FAMOUS FRIERD (Roundup) Operations
were conducteds

(4) Psychological Operations. The psychological operabisus
program began with the initiation of cnemy eontacts Bach Brigade was given

the reSponmbll:Lt.y to plan and carry odt its own psyops program. S:ane the
initial gulclnnce was very general i@ nsture, the brigades .levceloped widely
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varying plens. At the start of the oporation, the only mecns employed to
dlssemnate psyops material wore alrborne loud3pe ker uircraft and leaflets,

: (2) Reul:.z:gng the imdequacy of this mode of operation,
ground 1mﬁsp9uker units were ragucstod” from II:ARVN Corps to support the
operation,  Arrangoments.to oblain these teems end the initial briefing and
orientatioity ‘“took about three weeks. “THE teamy- proved to be a vitel assoct
to the 0perb.t1ons of the forwerd. battg.llons.

: (b) . New means, such as the use of ground troops to dise
isemnate piyops litératyre, speciclly developed Yesflete and tepes to explolt
tactical ggins. and to psychologically prepare new areas of operations, in-
trodudtion of Psywer Gulturnl Téams, JUSPAQ newspapers, mogazines, posters,
and movies were introdtted into’ t.he Psyops Program,

' "k {e) In ndd:.t:.on, the Division Paydps Section assumed

roie of éoéﬁanoting center for all psyops efforts in the division and sur-
rounding aréﬁ,a. ‘A1l brigede requests were channaled through div:.s:.on,
coordinated with II ARVN Corps, then modified as mbeessary to insurc harmony
and effecti¥eness with all other efforts, In addition to the daily target-
ing by the brigades, Divigion G5.planned missions s tacticcl plans were
developed, . i‘hiﬁ added the ability to Msbftent the target area prior to
entering :.nto th_e combct phase. Thesce missions concentrated on civilian
Support of ‘the GVN, exploitation of recent. combat. victorics, hopelessness

of the VC cause,. ..nd the Chisu Hoi f;)'ogram.. ‘On"et least one occpsion, this
type-of operation wag directly responsn.ble for %he:return to GVN control

of 43 refugees. ~These civiliens:-had bpen held under VC control and cfter
hearing a loudspeakor broadcast, fled from thie VC t5 the GVN controlled
aren, Psyops, combined with c:w:Lc ections, zlso’ proved useful, -On at least
. %wo. occasions, reperts from locel villagers enebléd division pardonnel to
remove VC minog from roads in the area of -operations, Psyops totals for

the operation were 25,000,000 leaflets, 211 hours” loudspea.kor time ond
252.,000 newspapera and poaters. .

12, () ﬂ‘:ﬁ...J -
h._. Sumary of Eziemw Personnel. and Equipmnt losses,
(1) Porsonncl: -

~ (a) KA {BC) R - (-
AR (b) “Pils (NVA) .. 44
(¢) Detainces 138
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l, PW's (VC)
2. Civil Defend
3. Innocent Civilians
4.. Returnces
(2) WVeapons:
| TIPE
) AK—47
/S RED
SKS
o g 5,62 Corbine
‘ : MAS-36
L —S5G-43° -
Pistol, U.S., Cal .45
.__RPG-Z
"Pistol, St

- 7.92mm Mauser g
U.S. .30 Cal Carbine

2,62 LMG, -Soviet (RP-46)

/-ﬁomm Morter » Chicom'
. o 82mm Mortar
3 - - Bangelorc Torpedo

< S Y (3 Am:'nunit_ion': I,

7.62

12,7

RPG-2

.30 Cal .
81/82mm Mortar

{4) Explosives:

Hend Grenades
TNT

72

4th Inf Div

62
1

- o

S e e N N

- 44850
550

30
15

119
11b

28 Januery 1956

MACV J3-32)

34
43
47
.14
k .
TOTAL
" 3d Bde
- 25th Inf Div
42 104
6 7
27 43
, M
2 2
1 2
1
9 10
1 1
1
1 1
e 6
. 7 -
1
2

”’7‘

4,680 19,530 -
. 550
26 C27
—30.
22" 37
;57
98 217
4 3/4L lbs 5 3/4 1bs
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(5) Equipment:

éaﬁte‘ens '
Shovels .

- Clothing Sets
‘Packs -~
. Flashlichts

Gas Masks
Telephoncs
Web Gear
Mosquito Nets

. Ponchos

. Megézine, AK=47

" Magazine, SKS

Megazine, RPD-56
Binoculars® -~

- Radios..

| “ABtenma
,~‘_nComﬁQuWirgg', o
. " Compasg .

L Printlng Press w/6
.. ..boxcs ¢ of type

"’n.sccllaneous i

=7y 'Foodétuffs:
Rieco
3/4 Cev:
1/10 Cav:
Salt
‘(8)i'Structures Dostroyed.J
' |  ,k.Bunkcrs
o, Bute

1/10 Cav: "~
Tunnecls
Foxholes

- Boate/Rafbs L

. 73“

\ , L I - / Ilé”

C)

292
452

235

20

' %to‘n: .

ook &
(o))

l4.7 toq

b
DN
o

19 56
20 113

HONHRE
()

1l

24,7 ton

1 3/4 ton

4 ton

228° 520

1 . 701

8 .
1 2
. 85 320
. N o 2]__,

4 ton
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b, Summary of Friendly Personnel losses:

Dead (B) Inj (B) Dead (NB) Inj (NB)

4th Inf Div (=) 49 354 2 29
3d Bde 25th Inf Div. 61 86 —
TOTLLS: 110 540 T A
’ 0

c. Fire Support Results: -Z / 26 ¢

(1) The number of cnemy killed and wounded and othor results
obtalned by ertillery firc, is difficult to assess. In the majority of
contacts the success of the operation was based on the combined effeorts of
the artillery fires, air strikes and maneuvor elements. 0of the 32 B-52
strikes, 30 were axplolted by ground trorops.

(2) Therc is no doubt as to the success of the H&I progrons,
particulerly elong the Combodian bov'dcr, the efficiency of rcconnaissence

~ by fire, and other fire missions in destroying and demoralizing the cnemy

throughout the arca of operations. 4 particular effort by the artillery

is the rcpulse of an estimatod regimental size unit on 12 November, The
direct fire of B Bettery, 4th Battalion, 424 Lrtillery initiclly held the
cnemy at boy while n‘utua.lly supporting FSBs firod on the encmy and the 175mm
guns fired suppression fires agcinst mortars located along the border,

These fires, combined with air stwikes and ground fircs, rcsulted in a suc-
cessful defense of a key FSB and infantry- cP agalnst an enery force superior
in number to the defenders. :

13, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

[ S Supp]y .

(1) General: Loc;lstical support during OP:.uquuN PrUL
REVERE IV was provided by a coubination of the lst logistical Command and
Division Support Command act1vit1u§. The 1lst Log Commend initially cstab-
lished two Forward Supply Actlvluies (FSA) for the support of combat oper-
ation, One FSA was located in the vn.c:.n:.ty of Oagis (24120278) and the
other et 12 BG (YA865455)

(2) As the ection shifted to the west, the FSAL at Oasis was
closed and all support activities! wc ra relocated to Lz 3G oand Plei Djcreng.
The 1st Log Comd support was complemr,nted with support activities of the
Division. FSA support consisted of providing fest-moving, bulky supplics
to include Class I, III, end IIIA end Class V as well as barrier material,
(Class II & IV), Scrvices provided by the FSi included laundry, bath, and
graves rogistration, The Division Support Commcnd eugmented thc FSu capa- ' -
bilities by furnishing tactical units with medical support, back-up mainten~
ance facilities and o direct exchange facility for personal clothing, Class
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II and IV itons werc obtaincd from the Division Basc Comp by requisitioning
through established chennels. Logistical’ coordlnﬁtlon wes &.cconmplished
through the euployment of & Forward Control Group from Division Support
Conmand (DISCOH) consisting of representatives from DAO, DTO; and DSO,

Lir 10C was used for emcrgcncy resupply when w"a'l‘,hur condrbions madc the
roads unusablc.

b, leterizl and Scrvices.

1) Suppiy. The following qmntltles of S'llupllgs were issucd
“to units from supporting FSA 's~ S | |

TYFE SUPPLY e 'IH‘IITS& OF*ISSUE_’ - S_HORT TONg

5

Class I 48, 3oo 1,255
Class II &IV . o T332
» Class III & IIIA 1,652 500 (rrals) 5,297
DR . Class V- -~ M

TOTAL: 1% ,/;79 = i

In addltlon, 1t is estimctod that another 3,000 tons of suppln.us were
.. obtaeined from Base Camp sources and thc ASP ot Pleiku, This includes-
Class III and IIIA uwtilized by rcsupply convoys ..snd alrcraf‘b anda&less v
items resupplled dzﬁrectlv to artillury units. S N
C (2) ° Dircct cxchan c of clo‘bhlng in i‘orward m*oas-‘ ,as R
?AUI: REVER.E IV progressUd, the need for clothlng exchangé fae:a.l;ty beqa:mep .
"..moro appapent. The FSA'was unable to support -suchian @ztivity due to thi™
- ack of pofsonncl, The 4th SEI Battalion- cstablished & forvard diréct ok
- chenge . I'acility et tHe Plei Djercng FSA for the ‘exchenge of 1nds.v:ud,ual B
clothj,ng. "The facility opcned on 57 November und by 24 Decem‘oqr h(_d 2x
' changed the followmg qmntitles oﬁ clothingg _ . .

_.!,

;;-'Trouscrs, tropical L '-'"’ w0 1993

Shirt, tropiecl * T : AR24- -

" .. -Sogks, cushion sqle - _ 4% -
Unfler shirt, cotton . SRR . 294
- Dpawers, cotton Ca ’ 258
'Towcls SR S - .97

“(3) & tritical shortago -of Ce4 cxplosives could net be alle=
vieted due to an in-theatcr shoruaga of this Class V item, THT wes also
in short supply.

(4) Menagement of stockage levels at the FSA was not suf-
ficiently flexible. Toward the end of FaUL REVERE IV excessive stockage
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levels of ammunition were maintained in response to established Logistical
Command directives. To insure better coordination, Pleiku Sub-Ares Command
sent a liaison officer to the Division Headquerters to provide a direct
channel for coordination, However, management of stockege levels at the
FSA tould remain a problen if control of thesc levels by a headquarters
removed Prom the situation continues,

(5) Chain Sews: Due to the characteristics of the terrzin
in the AQ, extensive use was made of chain saws for clearing firing bascs
and hellcopter landing arcas, The original TO&E authorizations for chain
says proved inedequate to meet requirements, Redistribution of division
assets of chain sews, centralized maintenence, and issue of additional
saws' ehmrnatcd this significant problem area,

" (6) Aherial Delivery Containers and Slings: Supplics for the
forward tactice.l areas had to be moved by helicopters utilizing coxternal
slings.’ Shorta' ;es of nericl delivery cquipment (slings and nets) was eXpe-
rienced in several instances. The problem of obtaining en adeguate supply
of this type equipment wes not resolved by the end of the opero.tion.

g, Malntcnance-

: (l) c Compuny, 704th Maintenance Battalion provided direet
. suppert. mamtcnance services to the 2d Brigade Task Force by cuploying & -
. forward detachment with the 2d Brigede Trains, Contact teams were alspa'bch-
cd to forward locations to perform on site repairs es required. Headquar- -
~ ters and 4 Company, 704th Maintenance Battalion, provided back-up mejnten-
ance support, repair parts supply and contect teem augmentation os required,
Aircraft maointenance wes provided from Base Camp and by contact teahs sent
to forward areas.

(2) The forward meintenance support element initially involved
a total of 47 personnel, to include onc officer and one worrant officer,
Due to a gencral reduction in cquipment density in the forward arecs, the
detachment was reduced to 21 personncl commended by a warrant. officer,

(3) Toward the end of PiUL REVERE IV, a rest and refit period
of from seven to 10 days was scheduled for the tocticel units. During
this pericd, the 704th Maintenance Battalion assisted units by making tech-
nical 1nspcctions of equipment, concentreting on smnll erms and crew scrved
weapons,’, During the rest and refit period the following weapons were re-
palred.

smai,,a%?n‘s‘ - 619

Macline ging - ~ 74

Mortars 3‘9

Artillery pieces (105mm) ~12 .
76 e ;‘
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d, Medical,

(1) C Company, Lth Medical Battalion provided direct sup-
port to the 2d Brigade, Lth Infantry Division utilizing a light, highly
- mobile clearing station located at the Brigade forward trains area, with
the main c¢learing station located at Dragon Mountain Base Campe 3d Brigade
25th Infantry Division was supported by elements of the 25th Medical Bat-
talion, also located at the forwerd area,

(2) Casualties werc evacuated from the battle area t5 the
forward clearing station by mecans of air ambulance, Further evacuation
to Base Camp clearing station or surgical hospital was nsrmally accome
plished by ac*Jnlnlstratlve support aircraft. In many instances delermina-
ton te evacuate serlously wounded dircet to the 18th Surgical Hf).; wital at
Pleiku was made’ by unit medical personnel in: the battle area. Thlo proved
to be practical and was instrumental in expcdltln;_., the gvacuation of seri-
ously weunded personnel.

(3) Air Ambulanca service was furrlshed by onc hclicopter:
ambulance located in the forward area with back-up. air evacuation support
furnished by elements of the L98th Air Ambulance Company staticned near
Pleiku, Extraction of casualties from forward areas proved to be a major
pr-blem, The UH-1D helicopter, equipped with winch for hoisting cperat-
ions, has proven inadequate in the mountaindus area morthwest of Plei
Djereng, where the ®errain is covercd by a double and triple canopy jungle.
In order to mcke extractions, helicopters were required to hover over trees
which, in some cases, exceeded 150 foct in height at altitudes over 4500
feet above sca level, Adequate helicopter landing zones in these arcas
arc extremely ¥are. Pilots cperating helicopter ambulances found that on
a hot day the UH-1D helicopter, equipped with a winch and manned with full
crew, will not -hover above 150 fout trecse In many cases, thc. only solu-
tion was 4o request the use of USAF HL3 "Husky" helicopter, or to request
the 52¢ Lviation Battalion to perform the mission with a-CH L7 "Chinook",
The Air Force is not always able to divert their rescue helicopters from
their prlmery mission, The largc CH-h? helicopter, presents a lucrative
and highly vulherable target when used to extract casualties. Recently,
some UH-1D helicopter ambulances in the Pleiku area have beon equipped .
with new type engines which increased their capability.

(4) A summary of Medical service achivitics is given helows
(a) Total p'vbients scen : = 1664

(b) Pa.tlents (,vacum d to 18th Surglc"l HDS”‘lt'J.l 227

17
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(c) Patients evacuated to main clearing station: 813

(d) Patients returned to duty from forward clearing
station: ‘ ' 624
. Ab"ws fn.gures do not include casualties process cd by 3d
Brlg‘.dca 25th Infantry pivision medical facilities,

e, Tramsportation: .

(1) Land lines of communications within the PAUL REVERE IV
AO include Route 509 from Pleiku to Flei Djereng, Route 19 from Pleiku
to Duc Co, and Route 1LB. These roads are restricted to one-way traffic,
_except for the portion of Route 19 from Pleiku to Oasis. Necessary se-
curity was provided by tank and armored cavalry units organic to the
D1v1$1on and also by C Troop, 3d bqua'lrf‘n, Lth Cavalry legimente

(2) Traffic control was maintained by use of TCPs and
convoy control personnel, Clearance.by the Division Transportation
Office was required for moivement of a convoy.

(3) An average of 100 cargo vehicles per day usad the
route from the Pleiku area to Plei Djereng. Normally, convovs were
organized in march units of 25 vehicl.s, -

£ Conmunlcatmm .

(L) SOP Radio Relay was established from Division to the
Brigades, However, the need to have immediate access to the Forward
Supply Agency, Fleiku Sub Area Log Command at Plei Djereng resulted in
the establishment of a second Radis Kelay system to 2d Brizades A Radio
Relay system from 2d Brigade to the FSA was also established. It is
expected that in future operations these communicaticns requirements will
be satisfied by the USARV Area Signal Battalion (L43d Sie x:n) located in
Pleiku, The need to provide communications to a supporting unit caused
a reduction in flexibility of the Division Signal Battalion, During
operation PAUL REVERE IV, VHF communications were established from di-
vision to battalion level when battalions were on separate m.s:.lans.
As examples, communications were established to the lst Battalion, 69th
Armor and to the 1st Squddron, 10th Cavalry.

(2) The ANMRC-112 was tested on an operational bLasis from .
Dragon Mountain Base Camp to lst Squadron, 10th Cavalry located at 2:08L5
during the period 1 through 5 December, It has been determinced that the
AN/MRC-112 is emtremely expensive, from a frcquency utilization standw
peinty to Opcrate. The MRC-112 requires six FM frequencies to pass four
chonuels to veoice, while six channels <f voice can be passed on the VRC=12
series radios ubilizing the same number of frequencies.
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(3) Durlng the ai;era.twn the infantry ! attr_ll s often
operated beyond the range of the VRC-12 series radiss, To overcome
this distance problem the Yagi antenna was used successfully by both
the 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Infantry Division, the 2d Brisgade; lth

. Infantry Division, and the 2d Brigade, lst Air Cavalry Division (AM).

" Of particular interest was the 70km stot from lth Division Base Camp
to Hong Kong Mountain at An Khe., The system provided excellent ¢om-
'mum.catl ons dn rugged terrain by takmg advantage of the phen.)mf non of
obstacla gaine

R

‘ (b) Dust has been a seriocus problem in the operation -
area, n.spec:.ally susceptible to the cffects of dust were switchboards
and teletype equipmerit. Diars of vans had to be kept closed and the
ventilation system used in an effort to eliminate dust. Blower filters
had t¢ be cleaned as zften as’ tmcc in a 24 hour perlof’ in order to
(‘ maintein efficiency.

g, Other services, Sertices were furnished to units on a
continuing -ba.sis as indicated, ‘

. (1) Bath services were provided at both o«s]_s and Plel
' "'“'»D:Jerenp SUp’.’)OI“t arsas. Up tc LOO personnel availed themszlves of these
'facﬂltles ﬂal"*y. ' oo : _

] (2) Laundry *"a0111t1 es were initially provided at b:th
forward supwr’o areas, pventually an ausmented laundry section was:
established in the vicinity of LZ 3G. This facility gave individual .
laundry service twice cach week. o o

_ {3) Graves registration services in the ferward area were
_ furnlsher. by the F3i., Memorial scrvice in Base Camp was furuished by
| ( v the Graves Hegistration Secti:zn Lth S&T Battalion.

1., (C) SPECIAL WQuIPNEx\T AND TE HNIQUJ:,S

a, PAUL IEVERS IV was the Lth Infantry Division indcctrination
in the use of CIDG Companics, Personnel from U.S. Special Forces cx-
pressed a strong desire for their ClDG Companies to work -.iu::lependently
of US Forces and in separate areas of opérations. Special Forces
advisors recommended that the CIDG Companics be used on the flank,
out in fropt of -US.elements c¢r for rear area security. The Lth Infantry
Divibion agreed with this meéthod of employment and first utilized the

. CIDG when operations-began west of the Nem Sathay River. Task Force
PRONG was formed and cunducted a heli-essault into an area of operations
west of the Nam Sathay River to screen the west and southwest flank of

PR
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the 4th Infentry Divisioni Task Force PRONG cousisted of the 3d MIKE
Force from Pleiku, o CIDG Company from Due Co and a CIDG Company from
Plei Djcreng. Shortly aftcr being committed, the Tosk Foree encountercd
a large NVi force, The HVa force hed more. fire power, mdre and apperently
botter trained troops than the CIDG Gompum.es. Consc,quon‘bly, the 4th
Infantry Division committed threc battalions across the Nam Sathey River,
The CIDG Companies were now employed by hawing onc CIDG Company operate
with each battalion, The US battalion suppl:.od the extra firc power
plus men power tb assist in any contacts made by the CIDG Companicss
Gencrally, battalions used the CIDG as a flank clement or in the localc
of the fire support base, A WS company or Rcoon Platoon normally worked
with the CIDG Company. This method of cmployment gave the CIDG more
responsive fire power and proved to be the wost cffecetive method of using
this type force. Tho technique of employing CIDG with US forces is
proving to be a worthuhile method of conductlng joint operations against
NVA/VC units,

b. During the period 2 November through 31 December, +the 334
Infantry Platoon, Scout Dog, coumittcd its: 15 availoble scout dog teams
a total of 244 times in support of 167 separate combet missions. The
Scout Dog Tcems consisted of one scout dog:handler ond his dog. The
tecams consistently proved their ability. They alorted supported units
to the presenco of cnemy porsonnel, equipment and food caches which
would have otherwise beon undectectod, or ot best dotected too late for
proper recaction, Additionclly, the teams proved to be an excoellent moralc
booster, insplrlng the confidence of supported units by providing an
carly worning and detection capability.

(1) A rccepituletion of actiéns involving scout dog alerts

follows: '
DATE ACTION
3 Nov 66 ° 8cout dog alerted on a deserted platecen size

base camp area,

4 Nov 66 ~ Scout dog alerted to a concecled tunnel con-
taining bloody bandages.

6 Nov 66 - Scout dog zlerted on enemy, Point squad then
' rcconnoitered by fire killing one NVA and
wounding enother, Two field packs of rice
werc captured,.
7 Nov 66 Scout dog team discovered five encmy huts ond
niscellancous equiprent.
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20.Nov €6 °  Scout dog alerted on eneny 100 neters distance;
: - results were one V4 k:l.lled :m actlon and one
carbn.ne aptured. '

25 Nov 66 - Two scout dog teaus)’ working together, con-
_ : stantly alerted between 2300 and 2400 hours
- on a specified area of a company's defensive
periineter. - The - 1‘.‘«:13.01:::1.n*T rorning two claymore
- mines ‘were nissing in’ the area the dor's had -
,'-'alerted on. ’ E

30 Nov 66 ° Scout cl*o'-v tea.m discovered three combat. packs-
S snd- mscella.neous clothlng. ' »

3 Dec 66 A sé})ut dog team found one iK-47 rifle and
15,000 rounds of 12.7mm am:unition.

.7 Dec 66 Scout ddg t'éam discovered two tons of rice.
10 Dec 66 Scout dog alert enabled supported compzny to

surprise enemy and %ill two NVA soldiers and
capture one AK-47 and four bandoleers of
axmnum.tlon.

11 Dec 66  Scout dog team discovered one VC hiding and
2000 lbs of rice.

- (2) The area of operatlon for PAUL REViRE IV consisted
mostly of densely wooded terrain with thick underbrush, This type of
terrain is difficult for scout dog operations as it causes thé dogs to
tire rapidly; thus reducing their performance, 'To overcome this problem
when woriking in dense underbrush, Scout dog teams should” work in pairs.
The teams can then take turns woriing:at the pomt of the patrol while
one- team moves near the rear of the patrol ovir a cleared path. When

-“the use of scout dog teams was first introduced some, cammanders lacked
“confidence and patience with the: teans. This attitude later proved to

‘be-in error. Several instances were recorced of ignored alerts. causing -
units to ve surprised by an enemy or fa:leg to locate enemy- pOSl‘tlth.

-15. (C) COMANDER'S AI\:ALYSIS

a. During OPER-TION Pu‘UL "L..VERm v t.he eneny e.mployed major

. .eiements of two NV4 divisions sgainst the 4th Infantry Division.in one of

‘the most rugged areas in South Vietnam near his Cambodian sanctuary., The
terrain, consisting of uninhabited.: heav11y jungT ed mwountains and river
valleys, favored eneny operat:.ons, restricted the mobility of US i‘orces
ard to a degree reduced the effectlveness of our fire power. 5
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- b, At the beginning of OPZRATICN PAUL REVERE IV, the 3d Brigade,
25th Infantry Division had already experienced seversl months of heavy
comobat snd was in every sense of the word a battle tested organization.
However, OPZRATICN PAUL RuV.RE IV presented 4th Infantry Division troops
with the first heavy combut since their arrivzl in Vietnam. The success
of these elements in heavy engagements with large North Vietn-niese Army
forces established the validity of the pre~deployment training of these
forces. In analyzing the performance of these units, it is concludgd
that the accelerated progrem conducted by the Division at Fort. Lewis,
Washington was adecuste and that these units werc well prepared for com-
bat in Victnam. Additionally the performance of the young draftees, who
comprised a large percentage of the rifle strength, was of such high
order as to receive extremely favor:zble comment by commanders at all
levels, These soldiers are well motivated, of hi h intclligence, re-
sourceful, and in good physical condition.

¢. US firepower was a decisive factor in the defeat of the
enemy, and cesulted in heavy casualties for him and relatively light
friendly casualties, The employment of heavy mortqr and artillery fire
by US forcz: prciuced heavy enemy casuaclties and impeded his capability
to withdrew. reinforce or maneuver. Tactical air support was responsive
to reouireun.nve o f the zround commanders and in many iastances wes the
preferred i zuppori. ieans because of the effectivensss of these weapon
systems arivnst ¢nemy Limkers and fortifications under the jungle canopy.
The B-52 s~ e, emploed throughout the PAUL REVERE TV area of operations
‘inflicteq wzd.7y “oud 233 and in certain instarnces were vane major factor
in overcomn.nyg ingly fertified and defended positioms. In short, US
firepower was a ceo! *u clement in this operaticn znd unouestlonably
prevented hundreds oi friendly casualtles.

d, The area o1 operation consmtcd of heavily jungle¢d mountains :
and river valleys. There were. .very few cleared areas which could be used i
for helicopter assault operetions or for resupply and evacuation missions. ?
The clearing of suiteble landing zones presented majbr problems and par-
ticularly in resupply and evocuastion of friendly casualties and cenemy
prisoners of war., Clearing of areas suitable for the establishment of
infantry vattalion fire basus was a major task., Combat engincers eguipped
with chain saws and demolitions were effective in clearing the jungle but
several days were usually recuired to complete & single fire base. This
was primarily due to the thickness of the jungle and the size and hardness
of the trees.

¢. Malaria was the major casuslty producer during the operation.
Although it wes known that the area of operation was highly infested with -
falciparum besring moscuitoes, and strong conizznd emphasis was placed on j
all known antimsloiriz measures, the division suffered a large number of
ralaria cases. The malaria rate contlnued to incresse as the operation
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continued due to’ fatloue, increased exposure and dc—.creased res:.stance.
In addition, the proximity of US forces to larze numbers of malaria- .
ridden North Vietnemese Army soldiers for extended periods of tme is
believed to ha\re contri:,uted to the malaria rate. .

f. The Camoodl;.m. sanctuary a‘.fford‘ed me jor ta.ctical ard str.e,-r -
tegic berefits to the enenwy. The avsilability of the sanctuary enabled
the enemy to stockpile large cuantitics of supplies well forward with no
risk of destruction, to withdraw into the sanctuary when his forces“be-
came threatened, and to maintein significant forces in complete safety
which could be employed ~t will to reinforce units in contect or to con- .
duct ettacks against US forces. Operations c.gan.nst the ¢nemy in the ’
vicinity of the Lorder were difficult for US forces in that maneuver
room was limited anl it was difficult to interdict enemy routes of with-
drawal, relnforCen.cnt nd resupply without a border violstion.

16+ (C) mSS(,NS LuARN:D: Observ tions ~nd «nalysis of actions
occurring during PAUL RLVERE IV reveal sever-1l items worthy of con-
sideration to improve future operﬂtlons. :

2. Operatipna.l.
(1) Item: Employment of CIDG units with US units.
Discussion: During O"ER:‘TION 'PAUL REVERE IV s CIDG

companiys operated in conjunction with US forces on several occasions.
‘Three genc,rc.l methods of employment were emplnycd

¢ (a) In the first method seversl CIDG companies, oper-
: ut:mg together, were assigned a separate area of operations. These forées,
-+ lacking the firepower of US forces, did not have the staying power to suc-
( y cessfully engage large NVA forces. Oonsequently,.they suffered he‘avy‘cés-

uglties znd reaquired the rapid committment of US forces 'co prevcnt their -
y destruction. e Ll T
~~ (b) In the second method ‘-.'CIDG -c’:)mpmy, sttached to

a US mfavtry battalion, wzs assignéd a sector of the bettalion :rea of
operatlon in which to operate on its own. Sever~l problems arose in
using this technique. Comisunications were difficult, consecuently, con-
trol suffered. Fire support proved -difficult to employ unless & US for-

ward observer was cttached, thus straining battalion resources. CIDG
compcnies operating on thur own 1nck<,d the staylnr* power to successfully
engage North Vletnamese units.

: (c) In the third method, = task force was formed which
corsisted of 2.CIDG company ard a US reconnaissance or rifle platoon, with
the headcuarters company commander or the US recon/rifle platoon leador in
cormond, In this case, commrunications were up to standard, ~s was =rtillery
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fire .support and land navige 'tlon. By employment of this technicue; the

CIDG unit also received training: snd experience in US methods of operation.
The US battalion also gained another msneuver element, fully responsive to
conmand's orders, Under this arrangemert, CIDG units reacted satisfactorily
in contact with the enciy and generally displeyed good fire discipline,

When closely supervised nnd supporte,d periormnence in combzt was satis-
factory. :

Observntlon- Hhen CIDG unlts are 1nt,eorated mté‘ a.
task force with US forces, they can be used e.ﬂ‘ectlvely The CIDG unit
so employed 2lso receives significant tralnlngﬂtvalue from its participation
with US forces in this type operations.

, - (2) It.em- Enploymert of illiminating rounds os initisl
locstir g rcunds when smoke shells are not available. .

Discussion: As an added safety factor when firing close
support mi-sions. e sioke shell is normally utilized zs the first round -
(locasing ~ound) in "will adjust" missions. It has been found that when
suioke shells arv not available, illuminating rounds, with a 200 meter
height of “urst. ’grovide an acceptable substitutc, When high angle fire
must be ut:i’.izes, this desired height of burst msay be obtaincd by the
following w:hhwesl . Shr“l illumination is fired with drta teken from the
high angle #ii. .,t evles for shell HE. Since we have no tables for high
angle ilivaeivebtli.e, th2 problem is computation of a fuze setting. The
following wmethce was sed with good results: couvert the terminal velocity

“(from Table *, TST) +o meters per second (feeb i %048 = neters); divide

this figurs intc 1000, =dd the vertical interval between the battery and

the target (the quotlent here is a number of =econds), subtract ‘this figure

from time of flight i72nle F, TFT), and the result is the fuze etting'

which gives an approximc:te 200 meter height of burst.' ¥hen choices of

charges are aveilable, the higher charge should be selected because it

gives a greacter angle of fell ~nd, therefore, minimizes rarize deviation. 4
Observation: .- The above method provides a usable fuze.

setting for firing shell illumination, using. high angle fire. This

nmethod provides =n excellert substitute for shcll smoke (when smoke is

rot available). :

(3) Item: Use of Fuze VT e.gainsg :t-:nemy snipers.
- Discussion: In one area of operg.tmn, the supported
1nfgntry ran into sniper fire from enemy ticd in the tops of trees. Fuze
ocuick or delay was found to be ineffective since the burst would occur

below the snipers. On suggestion from the battery FDC, the forward
observer began using Fuze VT, high angle, with good effect.
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Observation:. In enemy contccts, where snlpers in trees
ere being encountered, the most effective method of atilizing supporting
artillery is with. Fuze VT, high angle., If carefully adjusted and moved
in front of, advancmg 1nfantry, ‘this is a. hlghly effe.ctlve means oi‘
counterlng smpers :m trees.

(4;) ,Itc;n; Arrmgement of batt.al:.on fa.re bases.

. Discussion: Over the entirc oerlod of OF: '.R.nTION RAUL
Ru'VERE IV, a variety of schemes hc.vq beeh employed conce.rm.ng the
errangement of the battalion fire bases, .

Observation: 4 rd erly“plan for. CP (fire base) arra.nge-
ment increases the ease ard rapld:.t ith which new CP's ‘may be established,
insures a uniform, functional pos:.tion, and 21llows cotmAtiders involved to
depJ.oy their units with dlspatch minimm guidence,: and minimum delay.,

e v . (5) Item: GCommand:and- control’ a.lrcraft

Discussion: The Comma2nd ~nd Con’srol hellcopter, UH-lD
assigned to the bhattzlions on a daily basis. are 1lift ships withgut consoles
ard with ground radios installed. Thus an AN/PRC-25 must be taken on the
ship by the commonder and S3, This arrangement uses a short antenna and
provides unsatisfactory communication, The use of the long antenna is

remely hazardous beczuse the natural tendency to- -place the radio in’
upright position moves the long. antenna into contact with the main rotor
blade either brecking the antenna,, damaging the rotor. blade, or both. 4
redemmended solutlon‘(untll sufficient consoles become available) is to
mount exterior anterias on the C & C UH-1D's, with inside connectors. for
the unit AN/PRC-25 antennas., This scheme would allow the unit to furnish
the radio but would g:we increased effectiveness because of the improved
antenna arrangement .

‘ . Observ'*tlon- Untll sufficient consoles can be :Lnstalled
certa:m UH~1D's should be chlgn‘*tect C.& C ships and two exterior antennas”
for the al /PRC-25 should be mstaJ.ed on- ‘these selected shlps.

-‘—....

(6) Item- I'lnch ec\upped hcllcopters.

: Discussion: 1he thick jungle canopy and lack of clecred
sreas in the area of operatlons made preparation of LZ's extremely difficult.
Evacuation of casualties was a major, time consuming problem.. The winch
ecuipped UH-1D lacked the power to be aole to hover at thesc altltudes.

. Observation: A more power“ul m.nch equipped helicopter
is reou:.red for the extraction of casualtles in areas of th:.ck Jungle canopy .
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(7) Item: Utilization of rifle strength, |

Discussion: °A large. percentaga of unit rifle strength
is requlred for stotic defense-type missions. One riflc company normally
secures each battzlion fire base and cnother comp ;ny is usually required
to secure 2 brlgade forward base, Thus a min:unum oi‘ four of the nine
rifle companies in a three batbaliori brzéade 'wrﬁe* tied to defensive positions,

Ooservl tlon' The addltlon of one rifle company to each
battahon would increase the batt< lion's offens:.ve capability by 2t least
one-third,

(‘*‘») Item: Countermortar nEasuUres,

Dlscussmn- The NVA made extensive use of mortars
egainst our forces. The construction of positions with overhead cover
become hacitual nidd significantly reduced casualties from enemy mortar
fire. Covntermortar radars and countermortar fire limited the effective-
ness of encuy moitars, "

_Observation: Construction of overhead cover should be
S0P in al’ ::j.*:,v .ions when possible, Countermort.ar rodar employed in
forward arc-.s li:e provén that it is a valuable aid in placing rapid and
effective councermuortar f:\.res. '

(9° Ttem: High terrain between brigade and battalion

* created a probiam for dirsct communication on voi:e radio nets.

' Discussion: The antenna, RC--292, often would not pro-
vide a SatlstCtOI‘J means of communications for the AN/VRC-46 series of
radios. Use of the YAGI directional antenna, designed for the VHF ter-
minal set AN/MRC-112, met the requiremeht to establish VHF/FN .voice
commmicstions between stations 35 kilometers apart (even though much
higher terrain lay directly in the Signal path). .A minor adaptation

of the coaxial cable connector, U6—255, made the YAGI antenna and its
cable compatlble with the .l /m-bb seru.s of r\,dlos.‘ One diszadvontoge
of the YAGI antennz is that only ‘frecuencies above 51.9 can ‘be used.
This requires placenent of = AI\;/V‘%C-A‘) radio in automatic retransmit
position order to retrunsmit the higher frecuency (vsed with the YAGI)
to ‘a frecuency of a lower kilocycle order used on brigade and battalion
comrand néts. Frecuencies of the low kilocycle order must be used on
comaand and artillery nets to communicate with aircraft using the old
series of radios (iN/.RC-44).

Cbservstion: - The YaGI antenna, designed for the VHF
terminal set AN/ARC-112 will meet requirements for VHF/FM voice communi-
cations between stations in excess of 35 kilometers separation even
though high terrain lies directly in the signal path.
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b. IDg:!.StiCS_ and Eégxipment..
i (1) Item’ ReSupply Operatlons.

D:n.scussxom ALl resupply from the brlgade ba.se forward
was: effected by, hehwpter. Resupply Yof all ‘clagpes was adequate through-
out, the. operation even to the e sbent of feeding hot A 'rations on a regular
basis: to- TBany units, Tritial ally, résupply aircraft. woere allocatcd on a pre-
planned sortie basis. However, this system proved to be too inflexible to
meet, the recuircments of the rifle bettalion. Subsequently, two UH-1D
ht.llcoptt.rs were made available each day to each rifle battalion for re-
supply and comriand and control purposes., This system of aircraft allocation
proved to be most satisfactory, All resupply was acctmplished by these
aircraft except for artillery ammunition resupply which was accomplished
by C“I lﬂfs on a preplanned sortie bas:Ls.

‘ £ '
‘ o Observation: Two UH-lD's plus rcoulred artillery
resupply by CH provldc adequate resupply means for a rifle battalion
in even the heav1 sst comba ,

(2) ;itan: Free fall water containers..

‘Discussion: On numerous occasions during this operation,
water and supplics had to be airdropped to individual units. The free fall

" water contziner, three gailon capacity, is the best means available for air

dropping water. Uthen z unit is in an inaccessible locction, the only re-

-~ -supply it receives is that dropped from aircraft. The metal watcr can can-

not ‘be dropped safely from zn aircraft, Also,they become heavily damaged.
¥ ‘The :free fall water containers have been successfully used but sufficient
©° . containers are. not available to fill the need.

.. Qbservatiop: -The free. fall water container should be
issued to units operating in RVN, The recommended: stock._ge level at bate
tallon is 500 containers for a 90 day operatlon, B

(3) Item: uzumun.Ltlon Supply, '105mm Howitzer.,

Dn.scuss:Lon' "It has been noted that more time is recuired
to prepare 105mm rounds for firing when they are sh‘ippc.d as individuzl
rounds in metal cannisters than when :they are-shipped in wooden boxcs. --
This is s:.gm.flcant in that it takes several hours longer to prepare 1,000
rounds of 105um ammunition shlpped in metal canm.st.c.rs than' when the same
number is shlpped in '..oode.n boxes., :

~» Qbservation: 4 return to the use of wooden shipping
boxes or a modified metal container for 105mm ammunition would be desirable.
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SUBJLCT Comb?t Operations After \ctlon Report (RCS: ™ LACV J3-32)

(4) Item: The need exists for an issued N79 ammunition
carrying vest. o ‘

Discussion: The M79 grenadiers- nornw.lly carry 50 (+)
4LOmm rounds., The basic load of 18 rounds is insufficicnt, GCrenadiers
have devised an assortment of methods for carrying extra.rounds. Some
units have adopted a vest made from jungle fatigues with sewn M79 gre-
nade bandoleers. This vest has pouches for 24 to 30 rounds; additienal

rounds are carried in a cloymore. bag. By using the grenade bc_.ndoleers
as pouches, rapid reloading is t_ffectcd

' Observation: - A standard 179 armunition vest, strong
and llght wen.ght, should Be deV1sed and issued to l~.79 grenadle.rs.

M-16 rifle, . Sh

Discussion: A 30‘'round megazine for the M-16 rifle
will increuse the capabw lity of the individual.rifleman to maintiin- sue-
tained firz. Additionally, such a magazine would enable riflemen to
deliver a o.cwter volw:i: of automatic fire which is recquired in meeting-
eng-géments 1 .aick jungle terrain, A limited number of such magazines
were‘obtai~ s 2nd. found to be highly satisfactory by p»rsonpel who used
them in cnuhal ucrwtwons

Oosm ‘tlon- The 20 round mc.gw:l.ncs should ‘be’ rep],aced
by 30 round magezines, |

S

g P, .'««»' LE e “'w*-»-. .

- ey - . T W e e e s .

(6) Item: Hcavy dut}y chain suws and llvht-welght bulldozers.

T e

\ Discussion: The c.rea of 0perat10ns was overgrown with

0 hardwood trees, principally t.zhog~ny and Tec,.k Clearifif of" such timber

for the construction of landirg zones and fire- DaBLS Wog accomplished by
demolitions and chain saws, The light weight chain saws issued to infantry
units proved incepable of cutting Teak and Mahogany without mechanical
faiYore, - Availability of ~ light-weight bulldozer, transportable by CH l+7 R
would have greatly expedited the clezring of 1Z's and fire bases.’

Observation: A heavy-duty chain saw capable of cutting"
hardwood and a ‘light-weight bulldozer are reguired by infantry units in
such areas of operations,

- e N

(7) Item: AN/PRC 6 radio,

Discussion: The AN/PRC 6 radio was useless in combat
. operations in the jungle. A light-weight short range radio is required
for communications between the platoon leader and the rifle squad.
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' Observation: 4 suitable radio should be developed and
issued for communication between. the platoon leader and his squad leaders.

¢, Civil iffairs and Psychologiczl Operat.lons.
(1) Item: Scheduled leaflet dmpsf are not always on target.

Discussion: - The pilots should be given their miés:.on
area, the type leaflet to be dropped, frequencies and call signs of the
supported ground unit, and be instructed to contact the ground unit prior
to dropping leaflets. The ground maneuvér. un1t can guide PSYWAR aircraft
to the correct area. " ' o

Observation: By contacting the ground unit before dropping
leaflets, maximum flexibility and response to the tactlcal 31tuat10n can be
lneorporated into the PSYWAR program.

(2) Itxe.m Vlllage erowd control.,,. .

Discussion: Control of the crowds in villages located
in close proximity to urban areas is a major problem in conducting civil
affairs operations.” These people tend to be more aggressive and seek
handouts instead of waiting until civil affzirs commodities can be
distributed as scheduled., Loudspeakers and crowd control barriers

ti.e., engineer tape) have proven successful in this respect.

Observestion: A well thought out plan for each village
operatlon is-a must,

(3) Item Coordination for use of local labor.

Discussion: Any type of village civil affairs project
which involves the use of village labor must be wholeheartedly endorsed
by the village chief. If the chief is net presént et the'time of the .
proposal of the project to the village, the task w111 not be accomphshed.
The village chief is the key individual,

‘ Qbservation: Insure coordination of civil affairs °
progects with the village chief prior to instituting any program in-

volving local labor.

(h) Item: Coni:\rol of glfts and handouts.
Discussions When conducting v:Lllags. civil affairs
operations it is necessary to control handouts and gifts. If the civil

affairs teams or units involved are too generous, the village will develope
an att:.tude of "sit .around ‘and wait until handouts are distributed",
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Observatn.one Accomplish all_work projects in a village

‘ before dlstribut:mg gifts.

(5) . gemi .i’ Control-,oi_'. sp,or;t.aneoué ,giving'.‘

D:Lscussn.on. - Uncontrolled: spontaneous gifts by units

"and’ :md:widuals to villages or villagers disrupt thercivil affairs plen

for an area a.nd ha,ve -an- adverse effect on. progress. o

. Observatlon. m glfts e.nd donations must be controlled
a.nd coordinated throqgh ClVll affairs. personnel. : .

(6) Item Att.achment. of Civil M‘falrs peraonnel for v:.llage

D'isonsbion_: ' Units"engag’ed_ in .t‘a:cfbical operations in-
volving villages should have civil affairs personnel attached. Entering
and searching a village in which civil affairs operations have been or
are being conducted should be coordlno.ted through Civil Affairs personnel.

e Qbservatiom The effectlveness of both combat, -operations
and c1v11 a.ffalrs operations can be enhanced when coordination is effected
with Civil affalrs personnel who have worked in v:.llages being cleared. by
combat forﬂes. : I . 4

(7) Item~ Civ11 affalrs pro:jects completlons.

p_l_scussmn- The pol::.cy of completlng one self-help -
project before initiating another helps motivate the village concerned
as well as the adjoining v1ll=.ges in supportmg the civil affa:Lrs self-
help operatlons. )
Observatlon' Comp‘letfe one séfif;ﬁé‘lp civil afi_‘airs -pr,o-
ject before sturtlng another. . S TS SN :

(8) Item° Use of ARVN personnel in ClVll ai‘fa:.rs operatlons.

Discuss:Lon' The use of ARVN personnel in civil affairs
operations has proven to be: very successful in br:.ng:.ng the Mentagnards
and GVN closer together, ) ) .

.Observation: Whenever possible, utilize:aveilabte ARVN
personnel to augnent Us c1v1l affalrs personnel when condnc’bing operations.

16, (c) RECOMLENDATIONS.

o a. Thet a fourth r:.i’le company be- added t.o every m.i‘le battahon.

b. The t. mtens.we research be oonducted to develop improved antl-
malaria drugs,




AVFA<QC-OT (206 Jan 67) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS MACJ 3-32) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, I PIELD FOCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 20 MAR 1957

TO: Commander, Umited States Military Auhtams Com:amd Vietnam, ATTN:
MACJ 343, aPo 96222

1. (U) Concur with the contemts of the Combat O erstions After
Action Report - PALL REVERE IV of hth Infantry Division with the folw
lowing comments.

2+ (C) Rererence paragraph 13f (1): The subject of which aency
provides support to mect requirements such as that described is s44ll
under study at USARV.

3. (C, Reference paragreph 16c {1,;: Leaflet cdrops are made based
on the target area, windspeec, and altitude o1 the aircraft. Therefore,
a ground obgerver woild not be of any value to the pllot. lHowever, there
is a requirement for all organizations 10 submit a daily psychological .
operations situation report, as indicated in I 7FORCEV (C) message o-U8E20,
subject: Psychological Situation Report (U), atg 1901L7Z August 1966,
In sddition, completion of g mission sheet which should be provided to
the St or 9th Air Commanco Squadron would minimige the problem of coordi-
nation.

ke (C) Reterence pu-agraph 17 - Recommendations.

8. Reierence paragraph 17a: A preliminary study has Leen con-
ducted and the position of this headquarters is thet resocuarces rejuired
to farm a fourth rifle company mﬁ. ve pre¥ided from resources outside
of I FFORC'V.

b. Reference paragraph 1l7b: Fxtensive research to develop ime
proved anti-melaria drugs hae bees comducted continuously, for at least
a three year period, throughout the United Ststes. 4 special research
tean from Walter Reed General Hospital is presentl; condueting regearch
in-country. These research activities have been widely publicized in
various news medis, to include USARV medical bulletins.

c. Reference paragraph 1l7¢s The requirement for a he:vy-duty
chain sew Las bern evidenced on n merous occasions, however, thess
saws should be issued .0 engineor units rather than infantry units.
This woula in no way detract from the availablility of this item to sup-
port infantry unite in landing sons cleerance.

d. R ference paragraph 17d: The AN/PRT«l4 and the AY/PRi-9

have been ceveloped to meet this requirement, These items are scheduled
for delivery in-country beginning in April 1967,

~ ‘DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INFERVA'S
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CONFIDENT 1HL

28 January 1967

¢. That a heavy duty chain saw be procured for issue to in-
fantry units in Vietnem. ’

d, That a light-weight short range radio be provided i‘or com=

~ munications between infantry platoon leaders and squad leaders.

e. That the 20 round ¥-16 magazine be replaced by the 30 round

magazine,

f. That a suitable ammunition vest be developcd and issuedkto

rifle grencdiers.

FCR THE COMM/ANDER:

CG, 4th Avn Bn
CC, 4th Engr Bn
CC, 124th Sig Bn
Co, DISCOM
ACofS; Gl
ACHfS, Gh

4CofS, G5

g e el
i

A

r 4
.

. / o ,’;;i’ .
"%/Mff K mp o n
NICHOLAS. R. COLUCIA
Captain, AGC

Asst Adjutant General

20 Incl

b as

DISTRIBUTIOM .
1 - ACSF)X - DA
1 - OCkH - DA
-1 - CINCUS:HRPAC
1 =~ USARY
4 - I FEORCEV

-1 - C0, 24 Bde, 4th Inf Div
'1 - €O, 3 Bde, 4th Inf Div
‘1 - €O, st Air Cav Div (Ak)
1 - CO, 2d Bde, 25th Tnf Div
1 - CO, ist Bde, 10lst .ibn Div
1 ~ €O, lst Scdn, 10th Cav
1 ~ CO, lst Bn, 6Sth Armor
1 - CO, 52d Avn Bn
;1 - C0, 524 Arty Gp
‘1 - 00, Div Arty

7:3P (A10), 4th Inf Div
- G, 29th il Hist Det
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SUBJICTs Ceombat Operations After Action Report (RCS MACJ 3-32) (U).

¢s Reference parsgraph 17e: There is no overriding requirement
for & 30 round magasine. It is desirable to have one 30 rounc magazine
ac ten 20 round magesines per wespon, as stated in I FFORCEV (C) message
A-0329, subject: Wespens Information (U), dtg 251L07Z January 1967,
ROTAL,

f. Reference peragraph 17f: The organization should sabmit
a request in hcocordance with guidance providec in A ['irective - Proce-
dureps for Expediting Non-Standard, Urgent Requirements for Equipment
(BENSURE ), dated 3 January 1966,

FOR THE COMMAXDEH 1

10 Ingls

Asst AG

P Y . < J U |




