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DEPMARIMENT OF THE AR
EBADQUARTRES, 20 BATTALION JOEEH I1XPANTRY
APO San Ywancisce 9

7 Jaly 1970
SUBJEOYs Cewmbed Aftey Action Repoxt(U/

Commending Qffiosr
W%Mﬁv

Py 8% |
APO Ban Pranwisco $6262

1{Q\Bame of Gpexation: FUTEAN PARAGON,
2.C|Detes o Ohexediens 91 May « 28 Jume,

3,(C\locationt The gmeral location of the opexation was 24 kiloasters
of CAMP RADCLIFF, RVE, wvest of the S0NG BA RIVER VALLEY,

- =2 ‘

4,C) Conrtwo) Headquarberst
a. 24 Brigade, 4%h Infantyy Division looated at CAMP RADCLIFY,
Be b Inf Forvard Commmnd Post located a$ IS {21 May « 31 May);
wmww-um).ummmwamg
5.@mwu
POBITION NAMB DATE
00 3¢ WILLIAME L, HARRISON, JR, 21 Moy » 28 Jun
w X0 WA VILLIAX J, BARDRMNNGH 2 Ny = 28 Jun
M 8y 112 ROERR® P, BOBKING 21 Moy « 88 Jmn
™ B2 OF? KIFX V, LARSEN 21 Koy = 28 Jum
?H'g ML) EVEREZT R. THOMAS 21 ¥ay « 28 Jun
BN 83 AR 132 PHILIP R, HUBS 21 ay » 11 Jan
R.E OP? BUNS, D, MAGER 21 May - 28 Jun
Yl BN 8¥P FIR IDR 412 NICHARL D, RACKANN MMay ~ 8Jun
B 8F? PIY 1DR 112 RICEARD A, WEPHERRLL - 8 Jm - 28 Jwn
A CO CF? JRREY S. CLARK 2 Yoy « 28 Jwn
W B QO ¢PT BERT L. JAGODR 24 Nay » 28 Jun
c 6o {10 BALFM W, JAMKS 21 May = 28 Jwn
P00 mmvms.@wm 27 Yoy » 2 Jun
P
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D €0 . ALT MWARSHAL W, ERIORBON 2 Jun « 26 Jun
» 00 QFt BLIO G 21 Moy - 26 Jan
HROCH 3R IDR UL THOUS M, "WAJER 21 Moy » 28 Jun
bnmmm 212 WILLIS M, MUSKA 0 Moy - 26 Jun
=42 ANEY CO C¥F PAUL SENADD 21 May « 28 Jun
Afind2 ARBY 1O CP? GORDAN CAMERONSTUART 2 Nay - 28 Jun

6./O2ask Opgmnimstions

A Co 235 Inf
n:%g(mmzwsm.zsam) REOGN PIR 2+3% Inf

-.(c)&m Poxoens

s Suppewking artillexy o imclude 2 mmmmrw.
MMMMWW [4=42 Aty in divech suppers of

B Gunshlp support was provided em & nissiom request basis 2% B
mmm.muwnmm. v "

Suppe: vas svailable on & ewplaaned snd/ey lumediste
WMW' m.mmw. Nomewess poe~plsrmed regquests
e sibeiSbod Wy and five wize flown in supperd of this battaiion.

ENOGPL/BOORPICH missicons wers availadle m & pwewplacned besis
wnk” 4%h Inf Div. Fumerous 8 ORPION nissicns were
flowm Lfey th! am, howaver, nooe 1sd %o sny signifisant findings

wwmsu.

84 (C/Intel1sgences

s Towmming mmummwwﬂdumummu
of vaoy moun wmmmhrmmhm
valleys and gantle ) There a9 many seeondsxy stresss beth intewe
;Asmuzm& Potario mmmmtadmumsm
muumw’:;muum AX W.m

WNMWWMMMWWM
avens and oulkivated fislds were quits prominent,

B Veathews During the period we sxpervisnesd the effects from e
soutlmest monmomm, Afternecn vain showsrs wixe prévalant and evening
Wmmmtamm s vexe timss vbhen, due
%0 the lov cloud ¥, 1% becane inpessidle %o fly in the AD; The tempe
mww during the mmjority of the cpevmtien,

¢e Eoamy Situations The area 12«15 kilometers nowthwest of AN KHE was
axpected to jroduce elamenta of the C2 Sappey Ce, Although severel contacts




ware made, there was no real evidence that the unit was actrally operating
in the area during our texure there., We did, however, manage o find
several small caches of food stuffs.

Further to the north, 20 kilometers, we expected to f£ind members of the
GIA LAY Provincial Unit. There were nmumgreus ontacts where the VC/HVA
appeared ‘to have very stealthfully obeerved cur movements and then cape
italised on ocur mistakes. The enemy D rce appeared to be native, possibly
V¥C, whe knev the trails and areas very thoroughly. Although several
caches, to include one centaining 23 tons of rice, and one oentaining

47 82xm mowtax rounds complete with fuses, were found, there wexre never
indientiona that move than a few enemy wers in the ares. Numerous bunkers
and hootches in a deteriorated condition were found, to indicate use in

the paste 7The area was also infested with pufjii stakes, most of which
were olde

Ivd o v v iw &

94C/Missicns 2+35 Inf conducted aggressive search and destxoy operatimns
in AQ BUICK with QGBJ DUMBO and high gwound vie 1Z WARRIOR as two initial
objectives to destroy elements of C2 Co, 401st Bapper Hn,

On 30 May, 2«35 Inf conducted aggwesive search and destyoy operations

in AD PORSCHE to destroy members of the GIA LAI Provineial Unit.

n 18 Jun, 2«55 Inf moved into AQ SCHLITZ to locate & destxoy 34 NVA Div
R and reay service elsments, locate® end desiwoy enemy supply bgses, and
interdiot enemy infiltration mnd supply routes,

10“(6} Concept of Operationss The cpexetion was conducted in four phasess

ae Fhese I3 B Ce conducted a CA into L& WARRIOR, and seoured LZ for
construckion of FSBy 4,0,D Co's and Bom Flé conducted CA's inte 1Z2's
CUB, YANKEE, BREWER, gnd SENATOR, respectively, (AMNEX A)

bs Frase II: A,C,D Cols and Hon Plt conducted agzxesive search ard
cé,es’u‘oy c.)mmtions in AQ'g SIIK, LINEN, COI'TON and RAYON, respectively.
ANNEX A

¢, FPhase III: On 30 May, C Co conducted a CA and moved overland to
O0BJ DASH and sscured it for construction of FSB LANCE on 31 May, A,B,D
Co'sy Bon Plt and TAC CP conducted CA's into A0 PORSCHE and ocontinued
search and destroy operations in that AQ, (ANNEX B)

de Fhase IV: on 18 Jun, A Co conducted a Ci into L2 WELCE and secured
it for the subsequent construction of FoBj B,0 Co and Hon Flt conducted
CA's into new AO's and centinued search and destroy opexetions. (ANNEX C)

114C)xecutions On 2% May 70, 2+35 Inf began OPERATION PUIHAM PARAGON by
establishing the battalion CP at FSB WARRIOR (BR323558)

as A Company:s Omn 21 May 70, at 1425H, A Co completed a CA from

CAMP RADCLIFT into LZ vio ER273578 and began search and destroy operations
in their assigned A0, A Co had no contacts and made no significant finds
while ng in A0 SilK. Ou 311035H Hay 70, 4 Co completed a CA from

P% vie BR66614 to LZ vic BR285694, Upon reaching the L%, 2/A sent a
swaep to the north and located 1 hootch, viec BR286692, containing 47 82mm
rounds. On O41625H Jun 70, vic BR281687, 2/A found a village consisting
of 11 hootches and 8 bunkers. Also found were 11 graves, The graves wers
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the bodies wixe oo badly decomposad %0 determine the cause of
o

dug up b ol

deathe The praves were estimated be & mo o 1 your eld, On O51250H
Jun 70, vieo MR2947 1/4 found 1 hootch cantaining 2«3 Sons of wiew,

placed in the hootoh within the lass ¥ days, The rice was evacuated to
52, 24 IDE, On 18 Jun 70, at 13035H, A Ca oompleted & CA fyom P vie

HR262T92 b0 & WMLLH secure it for the conatraotien of the F5B,
aumgmmm, AMS&TW@#M‘IWM
from SE, IR280792s helicopter took 2 o ¥ hits dn it%s Tusl Ymnks

ganships expended on the BEDL,

% 3 Companys On 24 Jay 70, B Go(=) moved overland from FSB WAERIGR inte
theiy ambush A0'as, 1/B contimuad the mecurity misaion vk CAMP wcx.m.
B Co conducted sxtemsive search snd dasteoy operatioms,
o any algnificent findings while in A0 BUICK, mmz‘awm
B Co(~) ocniuched a CA fvom FE vie INEJSSS6Y 4o 1S 729,
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o € H mmmwm,ecamum;aammmm
%o 1Z vio BR297581 and departed into their A0 to degin seareh and destyoy
operations, C Co hed no oontscis and made no signifiecant finds during
their eperationas in AQ LINEN, Onscnwsnw?a 0 Co completed a CA
fvom P2 vie ERS02590 to LS vig ER278695 and moved overland to vie ER279746
wﬁhmolmﬁ*xgﬂmmfwﬂmcmﬂmﬁmarm_&mx. o 7 Jum 70,

[,




€ Co moved overland fyom ¥SB LANCE inte their AD to begin search and
destray operstions. On 081014H Jun 70, vie BR278764, C Co COP and 2/C were
moving NE when the point element was taken under fire by M=16 and AK=47
fire fyrom 75 meterz to the HW, OSmall arms were returned and artillesy
employede A sweep of the area revealed foot prints of 3«5 individuals
leading te the N, On 091158H Jun 70, vic BR2TTTTS, 2/C received 2025
rournds of small arms fire from SEL BR279777. Seall arms were »eturned
and 6tmm blocking fire smployed as ths enemy fled to the N. A sweep
revealed negative findings, On 121030H Jun 70, vic BR295776, while 3/C was
preparing to depart theiy night looation, 1 individual engaged them from
50 metexs to the NE, Small ayme fire was retu¥ned and artillery employed,
Howgver, a sweep revealed negative findirgs,, Results of the contact weze
4 friendly KIA, 1 fyiendly WIA and unkhown enemy casuslties, On 19093&H
Jun 70, 1/C OP obsexrved 1 enewy 30 meters to the 5 and engaged him with
small arms fire, The individual £led %o the south and 1/ pursued
immediately, but had negative findings. On 24 Jua 70, C Co conducted

a FE/AL to CAMP RADCLIFF to assume the mission of Gelf Course security
and training.

de D Companys On 211624H May 70, D Co completed & CA from CAMP RADCLIFYF
to 12 vie HR277545 and began search and destyey opswaticus. On 231400H
May 70, vie BR287539, while 2/0 was moving to the east, the point element
was engaged by 34 euemy 30 meters to their fyont. 2/D returned small arms
fire and employed artillery as the ensuy fled to the NE, Results were 1
friendly WIA, As the dustoff was liftingwoff with the WIA it received
greundetosaly fire from SEL BR290545. 3/D meved in pursuit of the enemy,
howsver, they had negative findings. On 1 Jun 70, D Co closed out FSB
WARRIOR and CA'd to LZ vie BR245703 and resumed search and destroy operations.
on 17 Jun 70, D Co conducted an airlift te CAMP RADCLIPF %o begin the missiom
of Golf Courss security under the contwol of IDCC,. n 24 Jun 70, D Ce
came back under the operational contrel of 2«35 Inf and conducted a CA to
12 vio BR4476896 to resume search and destroy operations in A0 SCHLITZ,
On 261435H Jun 70, vie BR443879, 2/D located & small village consisting of
12 hootohes and 12 bunkers.

@, Recon Platoon: On 21 May 70, Ren Flt conducted a CA from CALP
HADCLIFF to LZ SEHATOR to begin RIF oparations. Oan 25101CH May 70, vie
BE301560, Ron Plt OP observed 1 ememy 35 meters %o the east, The ensumy
wvas engaged with small arms and returned AK«47 fire before fleeing to the
east, Ben Plt pursued the enemy while employing artillery blocking five,
however, they had negative findings. Resulis of the contact were 3 friendly
WIAts due to friendly Me79 shrapnel. Enemy casualties were unknown, On
291226H May 70, vie BR291548, Ben P1t OP was ayproached by 1 enemy. When
the eneny wes1100 neters to the north he engaged Ben with small arms fire
and fled to the NE, The0P returned fire, however, the contact resulted
in 1 friendly WIA with unknown eneuwy casualties, VWhen the dustoflf caue
in to pick up the WIA, it received groundefé=air fire from SEL BR294548.
Aytillery was employed, however a sweaep revealed negative findings. Om 31
May 70, Ren Plt conducted & CA from P2 vic BR¥OT547 to LZ vie BR287754
to contime RIF operationd in the new battalion A0, On 1861600H Jun 70,
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vic BR353756, Hon P1t foupd a village consisting of 20 hootches and 8
bunkems, estimated to have been last used on 6 Jun, A}l hootches and
unkers were destroyed. On 19 Jun 70, Ron Plt conducted 8 CA from PZ
vie ER353758 to L& vie BR503900 in AO SCHLITZ o conkinue RIF operations.
A% 12060 Ron Plt received small arms fire fxom an estimated 4 enemy while
awalting the CA, Snall arms fire was returmed and artillery employed,
howevex, & swesp revealed nsgative findings. Resulte of the contact
wvere 1 friendly WIA and unknown enemy casuvalties. On 260935H Jun 70,
viec ER535945, Bem Plt received approximately 25 rounds of AK~47 five
fron Y00 metere to the MW, Small arme wers Yetumed and enemy fled to the
NE, Bon sent 3 swgep in pursuit and employed artillery as bloeking five,
The sweep mwtumed with negative findings, On 27 Jum, Ron Flt was exe
tracted $o FEB WEICH te befin stand-down in preperation for Reconds
School to begin 1 Jul 70.

12.(C)Resultss Operation PUTNAM PARAGON yielded the following resultss

23 x ocntacts 13 x long bowa
207 x hootches 5 x arosgbows
157 x bunkers 75 x AK=47 rds
6610 x 1lbs rice 33 x SK8 »ds
47 x 82m rds 13 x graves
90 x ohaxges foxr 82mm nds 8 x rolls commo wire
30 x prismrs fop 82mm xds 1 x field talephone
9 x fuses foxr 82m xds 1 x claymore (US)
64 x fignhting positions nundzrous nisc equipment

1340 )Administrative Matters:

8 Supplys Battalion trains was located ailt” CAEP BADCLIFF, and g
forward resupply point for emsyspency Class I and V was maintained at the
forward flre base,

be Maintenance: Limited organisational maintenance was performed

at the trains area, and items requiring repair bayond battalion capability
vare transfered to C Co, 704%h Maint,

ce Treatment of Casualties: DIrtialion aid stations were located at
both the teins and forward fire baee. Due to triple canepy jungle in
the area of operation, a majority of the casuslties had to be extracted
with the jungle pemetratey of the "Dustoff™ heliceopters. All casualties
were evacuated to 17th Field Hospital at CAMP RADCLIFF.

de Transportations The avallability of alroraft for resupply and
oparaticns was not a problem; however, bad flying weather very frequently
caused delgys

¢» Commmicationst The only commmunications preblems occurring during
this opevetion was due to terrain and weather, This problem was allevizted
by relaying between units,

\*Mir;:;'u,-v - "“l ?: ! ';“% e i i
e GONE L



lm«)#

i = P T A |
N ". . . b 3 i“*% i“

14.(0)8pecial Bquipment and Technijues: The PFS=4 Radar set was employed
wvith grest sucoess oa FSiL WARAIOR and FSB LANCE, Alse, the CEC/463
Multiplex radie jwevided continuous 4echannsl communicsetions with EDE and
the rear ares in CAMP RADCLIFF,

15 Commnders Aualysies

ae Inemys Throughout the opsration the mumerons contacts were charece
terised by sniper fire, groundeto-air five and harrassing groupd five in
praxinity $o resupply landing zoness Fresh trails or wellepscked infile
tration tweils ware vivbtually noneexistant, yet the enemy appeared to
wnove freely through the AQ; thus, concluding that we were oppesed by
indigenous Mentagnard and Vietnamese VC,

be Tactics Buployeds To neet the challenge of a knowledgeable and
ocunning enszy, the companies employed & greater variety of shayebe,
ambushes, mire ¢arly warning devices and an inoreased number of OP,
To reduce the influx af helicopters into the area, units walksd into thcix
A0's rather than cenduct combat assaulds, On one oocseion, B Ce{«) condgoted
& £ingl extraction while 1st platoen moved overland $o the PZ %o estadlish
a stayebehind azbush, D Co tralled behind A Go to detemming if the enemy
vas searching abandoned night locations. Tyip flares end smeke grenades
were placed aleng trails which could be observed frem FSB LANCE %o piok
up any movement and defensive artillexy targets were pre-planmed on each
trip vixe location,

FOR THE CGMMANDERS
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