
, 

.DEPARTMENT OF mE ARMY 
HEADOOAR'rERS, 2D BATTALIQN: 35TH INFANTRY 

APO San Francisco 96262 

1 August: 197P 

SUBJECT:: Combat Aften Action• Report (t.AJ 

Corjnanding O:frficu-
l:st Brigad&,. 4th Inf Div 
A T'IDJ::; S 3 
APO San Francisco 9o~62 

]~~)rrame· of OpeiTaiiion:: WAYNE SPAN 

2.~)Dates df Openation:: 1r Jul - 27 Jul 

) .. ~}Location of Operation:: The operation was loca.ted 4.0 kilometers NE o:f 
CAMP RADCLIFF, RVN", in the SONG KIM SON RiVfl'Jr Valley., 

4.(c!)comrnand Headquarters:: 

a. 1st. BriBa.de,. 4th Inf Div located at LZ UPLIFT. 

b. 2cl Ratta.lion 35th Infantry ::lrorward command post located at LZ ABBEY .. 

j.{t}Ke-y Personnel:: 

FGSXTIONJ 

EN CO 
BJii XO 
BN Sl 
BN S! 
BN S2 
Jlli S3 
BN S3 AIR 
BN S4 
BN S5 
BN SPT PLT LDR 
A CO 
B CO 
c co 
lJ co 
ll co 
}!; co 
RECON PLT LDR 

LTC WILLI:J.1S L. HARRISON:, JR .. 
MAJ WILLIAM J .. HARDE.'NBURGH 
lLT CLYDE R •. WHITE 
lLT KIT M .. H. JOHNSTON, III 
CPT GILBERT L. JACOBS 
CPT JERRY S. CLARK 
CPT PHILIP REARDEN 
CPT BURL D .. MAGEE 
IlLT PATRICH E., CASSETY 
lLT RICHARD A .. WETHERELL 
CPT MELVIN BANKS 
CPT JACK R. VANDERPOOL 
ILT RALPH W. JAMES 
lLT MARSHAL ~~.. ERICKSON 
lL'l' CLYDE R .. WHITE 
CPT lliRK W •. LARSEN 
lLT GEOHGl!i W •. LANIER 

PERIOD 

l'Tr Ju1 - 27 Jul 
17 Ju1 - 27 Jui 
17 Ju1 - 22 Jul 
22 Ju1 - 27 Ju1 
17 Jul - 27 Jul 
17 Jul - 27 Jul 
1'(:" Jul - 27 Jul 
l 7 Jul - 27 Ju 1 
19 Jul - 27 Jul 
17 Jul - 27 Jul 
17 Ju1 - 27 Ju1 
1'( Jul - 27 Jul 
I'{ J.ul - 27 Ju.L 
17 Jul - 22 Jul 
22 Ju.L - 27 Jul 
1 T Ju1 - 27 Jul 

N 

' ... 
\ 

c 
I'( J-ul - ~1 .Jul ~ 
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4.2 MORTAR PLT LDR 
A/ ~42 ARTY CO 
A/4-42 ARTY LO 

6 ... 1(: . .)rr ask Onga:n i z a:tti...on: 

A/C.. 35 Int" 
Il/2-35 Inf 
C/2-35 Inf 
D/2-35 Ln:tr 

]-.~)Supporting Fences:: 

, 

lLT WILLIS M .. MUSKA 
CPT PAUL STEWART 
l:ILT MICHAEL J •. PITTIGLH) 

BN COO. 

l.'( Jul. - 27 Jul 
17 Jul - 27 Jul 
1.7 Jul - 27 Jul 

RCN. PLT/2-35 In:tr 
4.2 MOR~ PLT/2-35 Inf 
A/4-42 Al!ty (DS) 

a.. Supporting aririlleny fire.s to includ.eo TIC, a.nd Defensive Targets were. 
pnovi ded by A/4-42 Arty in di rec.t wpport: o1 2-35 In:tr. 

b- Gu.nahip supporit was pnovided on a mission request, basis by ls~ BDE, 
4th In:ff Div .. 

c. Ta..c:tica.l Air support: wa.s provided on a pre-planned a.nd/ or immediate 
mission reques~. basis through lsi1 BDE, 4th Inf' Div .. 

d:.. SNOOPY1SCORPION~ missi:ons were pnovided on a pre-planned basis through 
S2,, l.sit BDE,. 4th In:f Div.. Numerous SNOOPY/SCORPION' missions were flow in su 
supporl of this baitt.alion, howevel!'·, none led. ttD any significant findings by 
gnound troops. 

B.~c lntelligenve:: 

a. Terrain: Ste.ep hiilills ranging in heigh-t f:zrom 100 t:o 200 meters .. 
These hills a.re cove:n6td with dense vegetation consisting of triple canopy. 
In the: valley are: flai1 open areas cove:recfr. with high grass and patches of 
small trees and undeJtbrush. Only a f.e.w LZ ''a exist; in tlie hilly areas a.nd 
the· dense. vegetation make: euitting LZ' s difficult. A jungle. penetrator for 
mediva.es is required mosit of the time. The.r& are few trails in the area. and 
none· showed signs of recent use. 

b:.. Weather:· The weath&:u wa.s hot and sunny. Most of the t:ii.me the visibili 
was unlimited and presented no pnoblems far re.upply, CA"s and extracting. 
Tempe.xa.ture:s remained between 105° and Soe the majority of t)e. time 
precipitat±.on was infrequent and gene.nal!Y- light.. 

c., Enemy Situation: Prior to the initiation of the mission, intelligence 
indicated the pr6tBence- o:fl the 9 3rd In:U Bn, 2d VC Regil:, and the 300th 
Arrby lBir in the rlrea.. However, except flll':r 1 incidence of enemy sniper fire 
negative contact wa.s ma.d.e with the en&my.. The. area showed n~gative signs 
of recent use a.n<i fe:w hootclle:s and, bunke:zrs woe :found. 
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9.(C.h!ission: 2-35 In£ c·ommences operation WAYNE SPAN in assigned AO to locate 
and dest7oy enemy forces, supplies and installptions in NE BA22~. 

IO~)Concept of Operations: Operation WAYNE SPAN wa.s initiated on 17 Jul 
when A(-), B, c, D Co 1's and Rcn Plt conducted CA's into multiple LZ's; 1/.P. 
secured a.nd bel!a.n construction of FSB ABBEY. 

11. ~\Execution: 

a... A Company:· On 171204H Jul 7P, 1 I A completed a CA. from LZ TWO ID:TS to 
liZ ABBEY and began the mission of security and construction of the fire ba.e •. 
A Co(-) CA'd in LZ's in their a.ssigned A<ll and began on-line sweep operations .. 
On 261554H Jul TO, a 4-mall a.mbush team was airlifted· to LZ CHALLE:tmE to set 
up a stay-behintf ambush a.t that location.. On 27lt103H Jul ·ro, v±i.c BR635bl5, 
the 4-man a•bush observed 3 individuals 700 meters to the SE walki~towards 
tham.. T:he sniper on the tea.m engaged the enemy with two rounds of M-14 !'ire •. 
No fire was returned.. When next observed, the individllals w~e 25 mei;ers a.Wa.J' 
A cla.ymore riine was blown a.nd a.rtille::ry 6il!lployecl, however, 8 sweep of the 
a.r4a revealed. negative findings .. 

b.. B Company:- On 17 Jul, B Co conducted CA' s intC!> mul t.iple LZ' s and began 
on-line: sweep ope11ations in their assignetf A<D.. On 231045H Jul 70, vic BR 
75077~, 3/B found 40 bunkens and 2 caves, all over 1 yea~ old with negative 
recent use-·. B Co had no contacts and no further :t'ind.inga ciUring this operation 

e. C Companyf On :n Jul, JJ Co conducted. GA •·s into multiple LZ' s a.nd began 
on-line sweep opara11i.ons in their assJ.gned A<ll. C Co had no contacts with the 
enemy alld ma.de no significant findings throughout the opera.t.ion. 

d. .0 Company: Qn 17 Jul, D Co conducted CA' s in'liw multiple LZ' s and began 
on-line sweep opera.tior s in their assigned A<D. D Co had no contacts with the 
enemy a.nd made no significant findings during the operation. 

e. Recon Platoon:· On 17 Jul, Hen Pl t CA •·a. int.o the in AO allai began the 
mission of rear blocking force fo7 the sweeping companies. On l;tl'f27li Jul 
'{0, vic BJl.'f5T7471, Rcn Plt was in their niglVt location when eme ener.1y initiated 
small arms fire from 30 meters t.o the sw.. Rcn returned small arms fire a.nd 
artillery was employed, however, a sweep revealed negative findings .. Results 
of the contact were 1 friendly KIA .. 

12.(c)Results:· Operation WAYNE SPAN yielded 2-35 Inf the following results: 

2 :x: contacts 
43 x bunkers 

4 :x: caves 

13..(C}A&ninistrattion and Logistics:· 

a. Resupply:· Battalion trains were located at LZ UPLIFT with a forward 
resupply point for emergency Class I and V located at FSB ABBEY. 

b. Medical Services:- Aid stations were located both at the forward fire 
ba.we and at the rear area at CAMP RADCLIFF. Casualties wer~ lJVacuated to 
17th Field Hospital at CAMP RADCLIFF. ;Down.naded At JYr r,, ., I. 
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c. Maintenan«•= Mainteaanet areas war• established at the fonwari trains 

area and e-quipment requiring repairs beyond :an eapability were evacuated to 
C Co 704th Maint.. 

dJ. <:ommuniaat:iions:: No e-ommunications p:noblem• we• •xp•:nien<Nti during this 
openation. 

14.(t.Os.peeial Equipment -.ndl 'lle-ehnique_s~~ :m>ne .. 

15--lt)c.ommanders Analy&is:: In this type- of openat±ton,. it is sometimes 
dd:fffieul1t to ke:e.y the: :fflanks, of eaah unit tieci in with adjoiningunits. 
This is aa\lsecf by ter:train and' speed! Gf movement.. During (J)pena1t:iion WAYNE 
SPAN: the speecf was held sue:h that the elements b~ no problem staying-
on lin• and kee-ping thein na.nka tied-in. 

W·ILLIAMS: L. HARRISOlt 
LTC , llb:fiant.:ny 
Commanding 
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