Information on helicopter 68-15837 Page 1 of 6

Helicopter 68-15837

Information on US, Army helicopter CH-47C tail number 68-15837

The Army purchased this helicopter 1168

Total flight hours at this point: 00000158

Date: 06/15/69

Unit: 179 ASHC

This was a Combat incident. This helicopter was REPAIRED IN THEATER

This was a Logistics Support mission for Resupply

While on Landing Zone this helicopter was on Take-Off at 0050 feet and 010 knots.
South Vietnam

Helicopter took I hits from:

Small Arms/Automatic Weapons; Gun launched non-explosive ballistic projectiles less
than 20 mm in

size. (71.62MM)

The helicopter was hit in the Right Side

Systems damaged were: FUEL SYS

The helicopter made a Forced Landing. Aircraft took off, fully flight capable.
Unknown as to mission impact.

Aircraft inspected and found to be in flyable condition

Original source(s) and document(s) from which the incident was created or updated:
Survivability/Vulnerability Information Analysis Center Helicopter database. Also:
JSIDR (Joint

Services incident Damage Report.)

Information on U.S. Army helicopter CH-47C tail number 68-15837

The Army purchased this helicopter 11 68

Total flight hours at this point: 00000747

Date: 05/13/70

Incident number: 700513251 ACD Accident case number: 700513251 Total loss or
fatality Accident

Unit; 180 ASHC

This was a Accident incident.

The station for this helicopter was Phu Hiep in South Vietnam

UTM grid coordinates: YA 881 455

Number Killed in accident 4 .injured 25 Passengers 28

costing 1859161

Original source(s) and document(s) from which the incident was created or updated:
Defense

Intelligence Agency Helicopter Loss database. Army Aviation Safety Center database.
Also: OPERA

(Operations Report.)

Loss to inventory

Crew Members:

AC 02 JO MURPHY

P W2 LJ BELL

CE E5 S LEGRAND

G E4 M SPRINGER

Passengers:
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ILT BAZINETTI CHARLES A, NOT A; E3 RV PRYCE, PAX,. G; SGT RAMOS PAUL
LAJADA JR, AR, OG, KIA; E4 G SMITH, PAX, D; ES LE BASS, PAX, D; E5S MW BASIL,
PAX, G; E5 GR MCABEE, OGY, D; ES T SISSOMS, OGY, D; E4 J] COX, PAX,D; E4 A
BYRD, PAX, D; E6 JJ LASASSE, OGY, D; E3 SD DEAN, PAX D; E4 OBRIEN, OGY, D; E4
D RANDALL, OGY, D; E3 SW BANTNER, PAX G; E4 OJ WiLLIAMS, PAX, D; E4 R
MOSLEY, PAX, D; E4 A WRIGHT, PAX, D; E3 P CHESTER, PAX, D; SSG COX GARY
LEE, AR, 00, KIA; E4 M WRIGHT, PAX, D; 02 DG EVITTS, PAX, G; E3 DM OLSON, PAX,
D; E3 DG ARMLIO, OGY, D; E3 W MARTIN, PAX, D; E3 C MOSS, PAX, D; ILT HUBNER
DAVID ERVIN, AR, OG, KIA; E3 ] MCKEY, OGY, D;

Accident Summary:

THE NUMBER 6815837 WAS DIRECT COMBAT SUPPORT OF A/2/35 AND B/2/35
INFANTRY, 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION. TOTAL FLIGHT TIME FOR THE DAY AT THE
TIME OF THE ACCIDENT WAS APPROXIMATELY 41/2 HOURS. REFUELING HAD
TAKEN PLACE FORTY FIVE MINUTES EARLIER AT 1210 HOURS. AFTER PICKING UP
THIRTY ONE TROOPS AT A PZ 20MM WEST OF POLIE DJERANG, THE AIRCRAFT
PROCEEDED TO POLIE DIETANG WHERE AN APPROACH WAS INITIATED TO THE
EASTERN PORTION OF THE AIRFIELD KNOWN AS THE HOOK PAD. RADIO
CONTACT WAS ESTABLISHED WITH NIGHT JUMPER 10, AND INSTRUCTIONS WERE
RECEIVED TO LAND TO THE LAND TO THE NORTH ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE
AREA. A NORMAL APPROACH WAS INITIATED BY THE PILOT ILT JAMES O
MURPHY, AND THE APPROACH WAS TERMINATED AT A5 FT HOVER. A TURN OF
FOURTY FIVE DEGREES TO THE LEFT WAS INITIATED AND THE PILOT
ATTEMPTED TO SET THE AIRCRAFT ON THE GROUND. EXTREMELY HEAVY DUST
ENVELOPED THE AIRCRAFT AND THE RIGHT AFT LANDING GEAR STRUCK THE
GROUND. THE AIRCRAFT BOUNCED AND STARTED MOVING TOWARD THE RIGHT,
SIDEWAYS IN A NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION. THE PILOT TRIED TO APPLY
POWER FOR A VERTICAL LIFT OFF, BUT DUE TO THE HEAVY DUST, LOST SIGHT
OF THE GROUND. THE AIRCRAFT MOVED 35 METERS TO THE RIGHT, WITH A
RIGHT SIDE LOW ATTITUDE. THE FORWARD RIGHT GEAR STRUCK THE 5 DEGREE
UPSLOPE, AND THE AIRCRAFT ROLLED TO THE RIGHT ANOTHER 15 METERS AND
CAME TO REST ON A 2 1/2 TON TRUCK, IN AN INVERTED POSITION, FACING TO
THE SOUTH. THE IMPACT WITH THE TRUCK FATALLY WOUNDED FOUR

PERSONS IN THE BED OF THE TRUCK, AND INJURED FIVE OTHERS. THE FLIGHT
ENGINEER AND LEFT DOOR GUNNER ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT SUSTAINED
MINOR INJURIES, WHILE THE RIGHT DOOR GUNNER RECEIVED MODERATE
BURNS AS A RESULT OF THE POST CRASH FIRE. THIS FIRE WAS CAUSED BY FUEL
LEAKAGE, AND WAS EXTINGUISHED BY ONE OF THE PASSENGERS ON BOARD.
FROM TESTIMONY RECEIVED AND LOCATION OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN
THE ACCIDENT WHO RECEIVED BURNS, THE FIRE OCCURRED ON THE RIGHT SIDE
OF THE AIRCRAFT, AT THE RIGHT DOOR GUNNERS POSITION AND AFT WHEN THE
AIRCRAFT WAS RESTING ON THE TRUCK. NEITHER THE PILOT OR CO-PILOT WERE
INJURED. \

This record was last updated on 09/20/98

The following is crew member information for this incident:
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Name: ILT Charles A. Bazzinotti

Status: Killed in Action from an incident on 05/13/70.

Age at death: 23.2

Date of Birth: 03/13/47

Home City: Dorchester, MA

Service: IN branch of the reserve component of the U.S. Army.
Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: IN branch of the U.S. Army.

The Wall location: 10W-031

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-1 5837

SSN: 031361773

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 1542 = 15 Infantry Unit Commander

Compliment cause: weapons

Started Tour: 11/17/69

“Official” listing: ground casualty

Length of service: *

Location: Pleiku Province II Corps.

Reason: vehicle lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes

married male U.S. citizen

Race: Caucasian

Religion:Roman Catholic

The following information secondary, but may help in. explaining this incident.
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: active duty
Army Military class: officer

This record was last updated on 07/30/95

Name: SSG Gary Lee Cox

Status: Killed In Action from an incident on 05/13/70.
Age at death: 24.8

Date of Birth: 08/12/45

Home City: Rosenberg, TX

Service: regular component of the U.S. Army.

Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: U.S. Army.

The Wall location 10W-031

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-15837

SSN: 460743332

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 12B40 = Combat Engineer

Major attributing cause: aircraft connected not at sea
Compliment cause: weapons

Vehicle involved: helicopter

Position in vehicle: crew member

Started Tour: 03/15/70
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“Official” listing: helicopter air casualty - non-aircrew .

Length of service: *

Location: Pleiku Province II Corps.

Reason: aircraft lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes

married male U.S. citizen

Race: Caucasian

Religion: Methodist (Evangelical United Brethren)

The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident.
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: active duty
Army Military class: enlisted personnel

This record was last updated on 07/30/95

Name: ILT David Ervin Hubner

Status: Killed In Action from an incident on 05/13/70.
Age at death: 23.3

Date of Birth: 01/13/47

Home City: Ferndale, CA

Service: EN branch of the reserve component of the U.S. Army.
Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: EN branch of the U.S. Army.

The Wall location: 10W-033

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-15837

SSN: 567648302

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 1331 = 1.3 Combat Engineer Unit Commander
Major contributing cause: aircraft connected not at sea
Compliment cause: weapons

Vehicle involved: helicopter

Position in vehicle: crew member

Started Tour: 01/29170.

“Official” listing: helicopter air casualty - non-aircrew
Length of service: *

Location: Pleiku Province /I Corps.

Reason: aircraft lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes
married male U.S. citizen

Race: Caucasian

Religion: Lutheran (Missouri Synod)

The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident.
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: active duty
Army Military class: officer

This record was last updated on 07/30/95

Name: SGT Paul Lajada Ramos, Jr. (posthumously promoted)
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Status: Killed in Action from an incident on 05/13/70.
Age at death: 20.4

Date of Birth: 01/05/50

Home City: Ft Bragg, NC

Service: regular component of the U.S. Army.

Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: U.S. Army.

The Wall location: 10W-036

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-1583 7

SSN: 216527247

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 11B20 = Infantryman

Major attributing cause: aircraft connected not at sea
Compliment cause: weapons

Vehicle involved: helicopter

Position in vehicle: crew member

Started Tour: 06/05169

“Official” listing: helicopter air casualty - non-aircrew
Length of service: *

Location: Pleiku Province II Corps.

Reason: aircraft lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes
single male U.S. citizen

Race: Malayan

Religion: Roman Catholic

The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident.

Page 5 of 6

Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: active duty

Army Military class: enlisted personnel
This record was last updated on 07/30/95

The following is Goldbook information on US Army helicopter CH-47C tail number 68-15837
It is provided here as an ESTIMATE of the history of this helicopter and is not intended to be the

final authority.

This helicopter was purchased by the US Army in 1168.
Please provide any additional information on this helicopter to the VHPA.

(Following was the general history of the aircraft’s flight hour history by month)
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In the Words of Juan Pena
Bravo Co. 2/35™ 1969-70
June 2001

Jim:

I do recall the crash of the Chinook. It happened in March of 1970; I don't recall the exact
date. We had just come back from 2 weeks of sweeps in Cambodia. The Fourth Infantry
Division and various other units were sent into Cambodia to interdict the NVA supply and
troop routes and we humped over a very wide area, but we had few contacts; I guess they
were expecting us and moved out when we moved in.

When we came back from Cambodia, we had units being moved into the staging area so we
could be sent back to our base camps to go back into our usual patrol AO's. My friend
Ramos from the Philippines had gotten on the truck as had about 30 other troops. I don't
know what the shithook was doing, but it kept coming toward the truck, and we tried to
wave it off.

1 guess the pilot didn't see the truck or the troops, because he kept coming about five feet
off the ground. He ran right into the truck and toppled over it, killing a lot of the troops in
the truck. The shithook was spilling fuel, so I organized some of the grunts to throw dirt
over the fuel with their entrenching tools so it wouldn't catch fire, I had others start
helping people off the truck and I had two ambulances come over to haul the wounded off.

Lt. Mosey recommended me for the Soldiers Medal, and it was given to me along with my
bronze star and other medals when we held the final formation of the Fourth Infantry
Division at An Khe; I was the most highly decorated soldier in the Fourth Infantry Division
in that final formation, and I came home with the colors on November 2, 1970. Because 1
was so short, I ETS'd after 2 weeks at Fort Lewis, Washington.

Atentamente,
Juan




In the Words of Tom Mahon
Bravo Co. 2/35™ 1969-70
June 2001

Hey George; (Heidt)
Wow, Some great Info. on the crash. Thank you.

I was in 3 Plt. Bravo Co. 2/35 Inf. 4th. Inf. Div. Paul Ramos and myself were good buddies
and later we were both Squad leaders, we each had half of the Pit. My squad was the first
one out that day.

We landed and ran for the truck's. We all got in one and then Paul landed and got his guy's
in the other one. They had just got in and Paul was doing a head count, as we watched the
Shit hook drift te the right, I grabbed the radio to call to the chopper but there was so
much noise and then the dust kicked up and I think the Pilot heard me and gave it the gas,
so when it drifted in to the truck it was pushing full power. The wheel caught the truck,
and I was calling to Paul on the radio. Paul had the radio in his hand and bang it was over.

Parts of the rotor blade and truck went flying and it settled on top the truck. My self and
three others ran to the crash. It was only 25 yards from us, we started pulling guy's out and
fuel was leaking and the fire was going pretty good then. We got ( so I was told after ) 27
guy's out of the wreckage. I did not care about that then, I only wanted to help Paul. That
is for the most part the story as I remember it.

The Info. will help me put my feelings to rest. Also will help us as a unit
to re-cover those lost min. that happened so fast. Thanks again.

"Brother in Arms'" Tom
PS. what unit were you with, and where are you from?




Jim and Jim: 13 May 70

I am sending this with the other file on the chopper; this
is from a different perspective. This tells the story and the
map that I drew that day, it also tells of how a few men helped
save over 30 lives.

This Wright up is on me but you can see the names of the other
guy’s who never received the award they deserve. Maybe we
can help them get it. This has bothered me for many years.

On the third page of my awardees you will see.

Juan Pena

Sammy Seagle

Joe Ckark

Robert Forsyth
Kenneth Butterfield
Edward Mosey

These brave men should be recognize, they have not! This was
barrier in the Archives in Suitland, MD

Later, regards; Tom

ﬂ/%/wv@é/mm % (o0 mAay of




V | B . 4
q 4 ™ 4 T1 o
- . e
- ’ E e ah e -
n 20/ 8 - ~
o ku_nn 7ALL 557 2In T . i
zX - 4-4-4-4 - - -
“w 44 43— - 4.
[0 I i
€ ot I % - Ay
T AT, - A
ol AXEA Y R e aan, -H
1| u
|
S ) T
o b A
1 ] Fio.Vi
- 3 7 z N 5
- ¥ 41T/ ¥
b1 3 -~ - 1}
- = L
A N
=
. Lk . apet 44+
e w, 1Y v3 m\ fw&r - A et it
ma | P 4 EREr ‘M 7
J—.d_ o ke ol s 3 - —4
:u . ~ = »
m 2
M«V.. B f A y &, V.7 3 . 4
Ja #T A ! b A1 AR .
Mo . {7 \ < ! .. = - 11
- =
rV 1 po ’4 > 3 [ 1 1]
>3 11—+ i p L4 M - -
22 Pa *_ (A7 B o - -
2z - 7 7 By AT o a] ==
SN = g 7170 -
w o o
M . 1
3 ALt/
- 4
A p 4
- I%Jl ]
Py S W S { L4
o ary 7Y A GGLELCLL
3 i or.E 4 EZirMe:
o
bt
I
0
: - - - 4 4
e} -
a +
) . .
4
m
Al K T -
/SN -
L el L 1]
L 4- 4.
14
PR SRS T S - N, g
-
1
¢ L
b i
-
v -
-
5




‘RER0DUCA, llulbﬂl'. M“,V"’t: ey e s

DEFPARTMLNT OF THE ARMY
HEADGUARTERS ATH INFANTRY DIVISICN
AFC San Francisco 96262

GENERAL ORDERS 2/, mgust 1970
NUMEER 4382 ‘

£AWsRD OF THE SOLDIER'S MEDAL

TC 439. The following AWARD is announced:

MAHON, THCHAS F  191-36-1625 SPECIALIST FOUR United States Army, Co B, 2d Bn, 351-
Inf, 4th Inf Div, APO 96262

Awarded: Soldier's Medal

Date action: 13 kay 1970

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Authority: By direction of the Pre51dent, under the provisions of the 4ct of

Conwress, approved 2 July 1926.

Resson: For heroiem not involving actual conflict with an armed enemy in the
Republic of Vietnam. Spscielist Four Mshon distinguished himself while
serving with Compey B, 2d Bsttalion, 35th Infantry, 4th Infentry Divislis:
On 13 liey 1970, a CH-47 helicopter crashed at New Plei Djerang, landing
squarely on top of a truck loaded with troops. Occupents of both the
helicopter and truck were trapped in the wrecksge, many unable to mcve
beceusc of injuries sustained in the crash. Despite the possibility of
explosion caused by the leakege of fuel, Specieclist Mshon rushed to *tho
scene enC begen pulling victims of the crash to safety, edmisistering

~ nedicel eid wherc needed most. OSpecialist Four lichon's porscnel brovery

sclfless cetions end oxcmplery devotion to duty ere in keeping with the
highest treditions of the militery service end reflect great credit upon
himself, his unit end the United Stetes Army.

FCR THE CQMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: HERQLD D. YOW

Colonel, GS
ﬂ Chief of Steff
Gl
bQNALD G, J 1
CPL, 4GC

Lsst &G

DISTRIBUTICN:
6 AVDDH-4GD
2 AVDDH-ASD
2 LVDDH-IO0
2 Indiv conc
1 Indiv's 201
10 S-1, 2d BEn, 35th Inf
1 CG, USLRV, [ITN: LVHLG-DB, LPO 96375
2 US4 Pers Sve Support Center
&TTN: IGFE-F, Fort Benjemin
Haerrison, Indiena 46249




"REPRODUCED AT THE NATIUNAL Anumives
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- (Submit in three copieg)

. TLCOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION ¥OR VALOR OR IEBALT

TERU:

Commanding Officer
24 Brigade, 4th Inf
APO ST 96262

T0:

COMMANDING GENERAL
4th Inf. Div,

APO SF 96262

FROM:

COMMANDING OF+'ICER
24 Bn 35th Inf,

APO SF 96355

fl, NAME: (Last, First, nl) 2. GSAN 3, GRDE 4. BRTE (MOS) |
MAGON, Thomas F. 191-36=1625 SP4 11B20
5. AGE 6. Category I-Y 7, MONTIS IN VN: 8. Posmbn%&
(Nearest year) Personal (Nearest Month) YES NO
o1 __YESxxx NO 11 ' B
9, ORGANIZATION AT TLuE OF ACTIONS 10, ACTION OF FiNAL APPROVILIG ‘
' AUTEORITY:
y . AFPROVAL °___DISAPPROVAL
Cos B, 24 Bn, 35th Inf T UPGRAIE DOWNGRADE
11, 'Awm IKDIVIDUAL RECOMMENDAD FOR:
(). osC ( ACM#Y
¢ ) 58 ( ( )_] LM ( )_SERVICE FOREIGH AWARD
: OFC . ,
( § _SM ( ( ) AM ( )__ACHIEVEMENT
BSHVII -
()M ( ). Ph (  )_OAK LEAF CLUSTER
12, DATES OF SpRVICE~ERIT: 13, DEROS: 14, CURRENT ORGANIZATION:
DaTES OF ACTIONVALOR: .
13 Hay 70 24 Aug 70 Coe By 24 BEn, 35th Inf
15, PREVIOUS AWARDS (PH LND HIGHER)
DECORATION DATE OF 4CTION OR SERVICE AUTHORITY
None

16, QLGS HECOMMECDED FOR AN LwaRD FOR THE SuIIE LCTION (Name and Award)

P4, Juan A, SIi
SEAGLE, Sammy Je SN
CLARK, Joe R, SIi
FORSYTH, Robert C. Sk ¢
BULTERFIELD, Kenneth J. Sii

7, N.MES OF EYEWITNESSES:
Edward F. lMosey, 1LT, (Also recofmmnder)

RELE »EU

11 Allﬁ

.W

- e e e

USiiV Form 157-R (Revised 22 Dec 66) Previous Bditions of tRis | form are obsoletz,
AWAR--

v Ny
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18, NARRATIVE DudCRIFTION: (For all awards describe in detail what
individval 4id to warrant decoration, For vglor awards describe
in detail the mission, terrain and weather, enemy conditions and
friendly casuvalties, Use plain bond paper for continuation sheet.)

JO3 TITLm:

In compliance with 4th Infantry Division Regulation 672-1, all cata
contained in this recommendation haz been checked and werified wicth
EMts 201 file, This recommendation is not in coniravention wiitn AR
600-31,

On 13 liay 1970, a CH=47 Chinook helicopter was engaged in ‘transporting troops
fron LZ Conquest, Republic of Cambodi,, to New Plei Djerang and hovered in
preparation to set down., Weather conditions were extremely dry causing
a great volume of dust to be raised by the churning blades of the aircrafte.
suddenly the helicopter began to shift laterally dirctly toward,a group of
trucks parked just off the pad. As the aircraft tilted, its blades struck
the ground and it was enly a fraction of a second until all who were
standing on the pad knew the ship would crash, When the dust cleared, the
helicopter was seen to have landed on its side, squarely on top of a truck
which was waiting to transport troops to another area of the camp,

Injured soldiers were strewn in the dust around the wreckage which was by
novw spewing JP4 fuel from its ruptured tanks. Cries for help came from those
soldiers pinned in and under the truck as well as those who were passengers
aboard the ill-fated helicopter, SP4 Mahon was among those few men who
rushed to the scene despite immediate danger of fire and explosion aboard the
helicopter which was by now partially in flames, With complete disregfard
for his own safety, he helped pull the dead and injured from the weeckage
and aided in administering their wounds and carrying them to mediwac
helico-ters and ambulances,

19, LNCLOJURES: 20, INOIVIAUAL INITIATING RECOMAERTD..TT s
NAME, GRADZ & POSITION SIGRATU.IE & DATE
1 Incl EDWARD F. LOSEY & >
Proposed Citation LT, Infantry { (l(//ﬁ ¢« /]{ 7 D

RN
121, AnCORMLND.TIH F THRU COMMAND: . 4 . ‘. B

RECOMIEND: (4 ) APPROVAL () DISAP.ROVAL (° ) OTZLR °

NATS, GRADE, & POSITIUN: SIGRATURS & DATE

Commending

WILLIAIS L, HARRISON JR.| _
LTC, Infantry %MM %%edcx/

[ N [
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| DISPOSITION [FU[%MJ

(AR 340-15)

REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYM3OL SUBJECT

AVDDH-AGD Recommendation for Award

TO W f . FROM AG Awards Branch
2 1G

c/s
ADC-M
HE

AG
(IN TURN - ONLY TO THOSE MiRXED)

1. A recommendation for award for the following individual has been received.

DATEI2 August 70 CMTI :
CPT Lassiter/ecjw’ 2314 i

NAME: MAHON, Thomas F.

GRADE: SP4

UNIT: Co B 2/35

DEROS: 24 Aug 70

AYARD: SM PERIOD OF SERVICE: 13 May 70

AUy W T

2. Below is a record of action taken by the initiator, subordinate commanders,.::.

~ and the Awards Board. Recuest your recommendation/decision be entered in tie

appropriate block.

RECOIMERDAT IO0H/DEC ISTON

438

INITIALS DATE

Initiator Soldiers Medal
Bn Cmdr Soldiers Medal
Bde /PEinPirdicotn Soldiers Medal
1 SM /

Cofs

@f/‘;{ /6/4.;170! b

[0 KoV

ADC-M ?22 N

() Rug" Lo

Commanding General m

| {
3, AG Remarks: GROUP AWARD: 6 O 6] ‘

4

b4
Chief, Awards Branch

CEONEROIPTPINES NP NRITE €01 “ITNEBENN Tagierteter gy Ut %,

DA . FORM 24Q5_1 REPLACES DD FORM 96 (STENCIL), EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICH WiLL

FEB. &2 BE ISSUED AND USED UNTIL 1 FEC. 63 UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED.
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4008
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D 3TTC

MR IY .
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Y
L4 .
f
]
ROPOSEZZ CIT .TIO
TCR ONTOANTISH NOT TUVOIVTIT ST UAL STURLICT OITE AN LuIDo T TN LD RIPRURLIC
OT T My SPWOTCLIST FOUR TUCHMNE P, OCUEST CISTINCIUIGIEL PLUSIZE LY VILORCLS
CUICVS OO LR AT Agyn, T DT BLIT LI, TERUSLIC OF TIZTND L, L SHeu7
CUINOCE TRLICCRTTR T TO SEITT LUTERCLILY, SIRTITLY TC.0 X0 4 3ALUR COF TRUCHS
*3OTITDOMIRCRART TILTSD, ITC BL°Dm3 STRICH 7Y% Z20C0C 1D 1T N3 LUl L FLCTICN
T TTCIND UNTIL ALL UTTC TERT CN OUHT PO KNEV THE 3tIP O LULS CRASH. TiE Thile
SOPTER WA3 ST TO IWT L NDED CU IS SiDE, 3.°3° SF o TRGCK WIICE
S0 TAITIFG 70 TRAMIFCORT TUOOPS 7C NOTETL EDL OF MR TP, INJURYD SOLIZTES
WERE STREVY IN UMM DUST ROUND THD TEITHUGE,TUUCE N5 LY U SPITLIS JP4 FULL
TR ITS RUPTIURID TANES, CRITS FOR TLLP 0D FROITHCZE 3CLIOZRS SIUEGD IR LD
CHDTR T=% TRUCK i3 "7TLL "3 THCST =0 Z33 FLE3TNISER3 ARC = iR SSLICCPIR
SPECI LIST 70U~ MAHONE WAS ALCYNG TEOSZ 724 [EN “HC IUSIZD T0 TH% SCLINE. wiilh
~
COTPLITI™ DISRTS 2D TOR WI3 OWN <:0ITY, #3 Il ULL T'E 250 J0 INJURED FROM
THZ WRTCH ' SZ MDD IDED I ADIINISTIRING THEIR WOUNDS3. ZCI:LIST IMAHCN'S HIRCIC
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Helicopter 68-15837

Information on U.S. Army helicopter CH-47C tail number 68-15837

The Army purchased this helicopter 1168

Total flight hours at this point: 00000158

Date: 06/15/69

Unit: 179 ASHC

This was a Combat incident. This helicopter was REPAIRED IN THEATER

This was a Logistics Support mission for Resupply

While on Landing Zone this helicopter was on Take-Off at 0050 feet and 010 knots.

South Vietnam

Helicopter took 1 hits from:

Small Arms/Automatic Weapons; Gun launched non-explosive ballistic projectiles less than 20 mm in
size. (7.62MM)

The helicopter was hit in the Right Side

Systems damaged were: FUEL SYS

The helicopter made a Forced Landing. Aircraft took off, fully flight capable.

Unknown as to mission impact.

Aircraft inspected and found to be in flyable condition

Original source(s) and document(s) from which the incident was created or updated:
Survivability/Vulnerability Information Analysis Center Helicopter database. Also: JSIDR (Joint
Services Incident Damage Report. )
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Information on U.S. Army helicopter CH-47C tail number 68-15837

The Army purchased this helicopter 1168

Total Tlight hours at this point: 00000747

Date: 05/13/70

Incident number: 700513251ACD Accident case number: 700513251 Total loss or fatality Accident
Unit: 180 ASHC

This was a Accident incident.

The station for this helicopter was Phu Hiep in South Vietnam

UTM grid coordinates: YA881455

Number kilied in accidem = 4 . . Injured = 25 . . Passcngers = 28

costing 1859161

Original source(s) and document(s) from which the incident was created or updated: Defense
Intclligence Agency Helicopter Loss database. Army Aviation Safety Center database. Also: OPERA
(Operations Report. )

Loss to Inventory

Crew Members:

AC 02 JO MURPHY
P W2 LI BELL

CE E5 SLEGRAND

G E4 M SPRINGER

Passengers:
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1 1LT BAZINETTI CHARLES A, NOT, A; E3 RV PRYCE, PAX, G; SGT RAMOS PAUL
LAJADA JR, AR, OG, KIA; E4 G SMITH, PAX, D; ES LE BASS, PAX, D; ES MW BASIL, PAX,
G; E5 GR MCABEE, OGY, D; E5 T SISSOMS, OGY, D; E4 JJ COX, PAX, D; E4 ABYRD, PAX,
D; E6 JJ LASASSE, OGY, D; E3 SD DEAN, PAX, D; E4 OBRIEN, OGY, D; E4 D RANDALL,
OGY, D; E3 SW BANTNER, PAX, G; E4 O] WILLIAMS, PAX, D; E4 R MOSLEY, PAX, D; E4 A
WRIGHT, PAX, D; E3 P CHESTER, PAX, D; SSG COX GARY LEE, AR, OG, KIA; E4 M
WRIGHT, PAX, D; 02 DG EVITTS, PAX, G; E3 DM OLSON, PAX, D; E3 DG ARMIJO, OGY,
D; E3 W MARTIN, PAX, D; E3 C MOSS, PAX, D; 1LT HUBNER DAVID ERVIN, AR, OG, KIA;
E3 I MCKEY, OGY, D;

Accident Summary:

{1 THE NUMBER 6815837 WAS DIRECT COMBAT SUPPORT OF A/2/35 AND B/2/35
INFANTRY, 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION. TOTAL FLIGHT TIME FOR THE DAY AT THE
TIME OF THE ACCIDENT WAS APPROXIMATELY 4 1/2 HOURS. REFUELING HAD TAKEN
PLACE FORTY FIVE MINUTES EARLIER AT 1210 HOURS. AFTER PICKING UP THIRTY
ONE TROOPS AT A PZ 20MM WEST OF POLIE DJERANG, THE AIRCRAFT PROCEEDED
TO POLIE DIETANG WHERE AN APPROACH WAS INITATED TO THE EASTERN PORTION
OF THE AIRFIELD KNOWN AS THE HOOK PAD. RADIO CONTACT WAS ESTABLISHED
WITH NIGHT JUMPER 10, AND INSTRUCTIONS WERE RECEIVED TO LAND TO THE
LAND TO THE NORTH ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE AREA. A NORMAL APPROACH WAS
INITAITED BY THE PILOT ILT JAMES O MURPHY, AND THE APPROACH WAS
_ TERMINATED AT A ISFT HOVER. A TURN OF FOURTY FIVE DEGREES TO THE LEFT
WAS INITIATED AND THE PILOT ATTEMPTED TO SET THE AIRCRAFT ON THE
GROUND. EXTREMELY HEAVY DUST ENVELOPED THE AIRCRAFT AND THE RIGHT
AFT LANDING GEAR STRUCK THE GROUND. THE AIRCRAFT BOUNCED AND STARTED
MOVING TOWARD THE RIGHT, SIDEWAYS IN A NORTHWESTERLY DIRECTION. THE
PILOT TRIED TO APPLY POWER FOR A VERTICAL LIFT OFF, BUT DUE TO THE HEAVY
DUST, LOST SIGHT OF THE GROUND. THE AIRCRAFT MOVED 35 METERS TO THE
RIGHT, WITH A RIGHT SIDE LOW ATTITUDE. THE FORWARD RIGHT GEAR STRUCK
THE 5 DEGREE UPSLOPE, AND THE AIRCRAFT ROLLED TO THE RIGHT ANOTHER 15
METERS AND CAME TO REST ON A 2 1/2 TON TRUCK, IN AN INVERTED POSITION,
FACING TO THE SOUTH. THE IMPACT WITH THE TRUCK FATALLY WOUNDED FOUR
PERSONS IN THE BED OF THE TRUCK, AND INJURED FIVE OTHERS. THE FLIGHT
ENGINEER AND LEFT DOOR GUNNER ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT SUSTAINED MINOR
INJURIES, WHILE THE RIGHT DOOR GUNNER RECEIVED MODERATE BURNS AS A
RESULT OF THE POST CRASH FIRE. THIS FIRE WAS CAUSED BY FUEL LEAKAGE, AND
WAS EXTINGUISHED BY ONE OF THE PASSENGERS ON BOARD. FROM TESTIMONY
RECEIVED AND LOCATION OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE ACCIDENT WHO
RECEIVED BURNS, THE FIR EOCCURRED ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE AIRCRAFT, AT
THE RIGHT DOOR GUNNERS POSITION AND AFT WHEN THE AIRCRAFT WAS RESTING
ON THE TRUCK. NEITHER THE PILOT OR CO-PILOT WERE INJURED \\

This record was last updated on 09/20/98

The following is crew member information for this incident:

R S i R T




Information on helicopter 68-15837 Page 3 of 6

Name: 1LT Charles A. Bazzinotti

Status: Killed In Action from an incident on 05/13/70.

Age at death: 23.2

Date of Birth: 03/13/47

Home City: Dorchester, MA

Service: IN branch of the reserve component of the U.S. Army.
Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: IN branch of the U.S. Army.

The Wall location: 10W-031

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-15837

SSN: 031361773

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 1542 = 15 Infantry Unit Commander

Compliment cause: weapons

Started Tour; 11/17/69

"Official” listing: ground casualty

Length of service: *

Location: Pleiku Province II Corps.

Reason: vehicle lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes

married male U.S. citizen

Race: Caucasian

Relgion: Roman Catholic

The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident.
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel; active duty
Army Military class: officer

This record was last updated on 07/30/95

Ly

Name: SSG Gary Lee Cox
Status: Killed In Action from an incident on 05/13/70.
Age at death: 24.8

Date of Birth: 08/12/45

Home City: Rosenberg, TX

Service: regular component of the U.S. Army.

Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: U.S. Army.

The Wall location: 10W-031

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-15837

SSN: 460743332

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 12B40 = Combat Engineer

Major attributing cause: aircraft connected not at sea
Compliment cause: weapons

Vehicle involved: helicopter

Position in vehicle: crew member

Started Tour: 03/15/70
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"Official" listing: helicopter air casualty - non-aircrew

Length of service: *

Location: Pleiku Province II Corps.

Reason: aircraft lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes

married male U.S. citizen

Race: Caucasian

Relgion: Methodist (Evangelical United Brethren)

The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident.
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: active duty
Army Military class: enlisted personnel

This record was last updated on 07/30/95

Name: 1LT David Ervin Hubner

Status: Killed In Action from an incident on 05/13/70.
Age at death: 23.3

Date of Birth: 01/13/47

Home City: Ferndale, CA

Service: EN branch of the reserve component of the U.S. Army.
Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: EN branch of the U.S. Army.

The Wall location: 10W-033

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-15837

SSN: 567648302

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 1331 = 13 Combat Engineer Unit Commander
Major attributing cause: aircraft connected not at sea
Complimerit cause: weapons

Vehicle involved: helicopter

Position in vehicle: crew member

Started Tour: 01/29/70

"Official" listing: helicopter air casualty - non-aircrew
Length of service: *

Location: Pletku Province 11 Corps.

Reason: aircraft lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes
married male U.S. citizen

Race: Caucasian

Relgion: Lutheran (Missouri Synod)

The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident.
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: active duty
Army Military class: officer

This record was last updated on 07/30/95

s T,

rNamé: SGT Paul Lajada Ramos, Jr. (posthumously p‘;dmoted)
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Status: Killed In Action from an incident on 05/13/70.
Age at death: 20.4

Date of Birth: C1/05/50

Home City; Ft Bragg, NC

Service: regular component of the U.S. Army.

Unit: 4 INF DIV

Major organization: 4th Infantry Division

Service: U.S. Army.

The Wall location: 10W-036

Aircraft: CH-47C tail number 68-15837

SSN: 216527247

Country: South Vietnam

MOS: 11B20 = Infantryman

Major attributing cause: aircraft connected not at sea
Compliment cause: weapons

Vehicle involved: helicopter

Position in vehicle: crew member

Started Tour: 06/05/69

"Official" listing; helicopter air casualty - non-aircrew
Length of service: *

Location: Pleiku Province II Corps.

Reason: aircraft lost or crashed

Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes
single male U.S. citizen

Race: Malayan

Relgion: Roman Catholic

The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident.
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: active duty
Army Military class: enlisted personnel

This record was last updated on 07/30/95
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The following is Goldbook information on US Army helicopter CH-47C tail number 68-15837

It is provided here as an ESTIMATE of the history of this helicopter and is not intended to be the final
authority.

This helicopter was purchased by the US Army in 1168.

Please provide any additional information on this helicopter to the VHPA.

DATE FLT HRS uIlc UNIT AREA POST COUNTRY
6812 1 1 WOMAAA DIR FOR MAINT IST ARMY NEW CUMBERLAND AVCOM
6901 0 1 WOMAAA DIR FOR MAINT 1ST ARMY NEW CUMBERLAND AVCOM
6902 0 1 WOMAAA DIR FOR MAINT 15T ARMY NEW CUMBERLAND AVCOM
6903 0 1 WOMAAA DIR FOR MAINT 1ST ARMY NEW CUMBERLAND AVCOM

6904 28 29 WCSKAA 179 AVN CoO VIETNAM RVN
6905 62 91 WCSKAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN
6906 67 158 WCSKAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN
6907 33 191 WCS5KAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN
6908 39 230 WCSKAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN
6909 59 289 WCS5KAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN
6910 64 353 WCS5KAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN
6911 99 452 WCS5KAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN

6812 77 529 WCS5KAA 179 AVN CO VIETNAM RVN
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inemy Caught In Ambush U

Ivymen Trap NVA, Kill
29 In Two-day Action

CAMP RADCLIFE - In a two day action 20 miles north of Camp Radcliff, soldiers
from the 4th Division's 2nd Brigade trapped a North Vietnamese Army company sized
anit. killing 29 enemy soldicers and detaining three. )
. Compiny B, Ist Battalion, 22nd Infantry was engaged in o search and clear operation

Lo -xl 70

along the Dak Krong Bung River at the time of the first contact. Eight encmy soldiers
- were killed within the fisst hour, and the Regulars quickly formed a rough triangle,

trapping the
throughout the day, bringing the total of enemy d 2
snemy within the encirclement probed the friendly positions through the night, trying to
find an escape route. and five more were Kitled. Artillery and punships also worked the

interior af the triangle throughout the day and night.

eneiny on the Bice of a ragged mountain. Sporadic contacts continued
cad to 19 by nightfall. The remaining

Fhe next day, in more scattered contacts, five more NVA were
Killed. bringing the total of enemy dead to 29 at the end of the
wecond day of fighting, Three detainees were also taken, one during
the first hours of fighting, and two more during the second day.

Captain  Gilbert  Tijesina  of

Yuma, Ariz,, Company B's

commander. deseriber Jhe initial action. “Intial contact was made
by the 3rd Platoon when their scout dog alerted. The lead squad
feader moved: his men on line after they saw six NVA. They killed
one, and the other five turned amwd ran to the north, up the side of

the mountain ™

Captain  Tierina  continued,
“Ihe cnemy headed  in the
peaeral direction of the  nd
Platoon, so | ocoited them and
changed their direction slightly
to intereept  the NVAL They
found what they thought was o
siquad at the 1op of a knoll, they
atiecked the knoll and found
out  that it was more like o
phitoon sized clement up there.
But they took the hill.”

The 2nd Phatoon  becane
heavily . eopaped  as the enemy

tricd to hide in the huge rock
formations along the mountain .
face. Caplain Tijerina in the
meantime  positioned  his Ist
Platoon to cut off enemy escape
dowsn the river, and the Ist and
2nd Platoans of Company A, ist
Battslion, 22nd  Infantry were
combat msaulted into blocking
positions ta the north,

Specialist 4 Joseph Badger of
Brooklyn, N.Y,, a member of
Campany  B's  2ng_ Platoon,
described the action Wt -the top

of the Wil “The point had juse

put (o the top of the hill when
we saw some enemy and opened
fire. 1t was prefty good, because
we had worked on the same
mountain just over a mounth ago,

{(Continued on Page 8)

Continued From Page 1
and we knew where to po, We
drove the enemy into some
rocks and conldn’t got them out,
but we just kept fuing. Fhey are
trapped in there amd couldn’t
run.”

*We were rumning fow on
ammo,” he continued, "“and the
st Platoon brought resupply to
us sl the way from the hottom
of the mountsin in just over an
henersand it usually takes at least
thiee hours to  make that
climb.-they were really
humping.”

A vompany medic, Speaiahist
4 James McFlroy of North Hittle
Rock, Ark., who hroupht water
to the ctbattied 2nd Platoon by
helicopter, further desonbed the
wwene 'l was just oue biy rock
pile, and we had them in there”
He explained, "1 was with the
CP (cominand post) group when
it all started. The O wanted to
drive them (the cenemy) up
toward the 2nd Platoon, He did,
and we had them inside a box.”

Battery  C,  4th  BRattalion,
42nd Adtillery was called an to
close the gups between  the

groum}  clements, and  rained
high explosive fire to effectively
cut off enemy escape.

The Regular’'s Kit  Carsen
Scout was catled to the mass of
rocks where the 2nd Platoon had
several  enemy  trapped,  and
talked one of the enemy into
giving himsell wp. The young
NVA soldier told 2nd Brigade
wictipence personnel that he
hiad been in South Vietnum for
less than a month, ad that
when  the initial contact was
made, all of his element dropped
thewr  sucksacks and  some  of
them dropped their weapons and
ran, bul they ran into more US
soldiers and couldn’t find a way
out

Sporadic  vantact  continted
thronghout  the Bay as  the
enemy searched for an escape
ronte, but found none, After
dark, the NVA continued to
prohe the [riendly positions, and
five wmore were killed by

claymoie mines when they sct
oft tnip fages in (wo separate
RYJCRTR

Gunships from the 7th
Squdron, 17th Cavalry expended
their munitions into the center
of the area three different times
during the day, and srtillery
from the 4th Battalion, 42nd
Attillery . kept up a steady
hombardment through the day
and night.

‘The next day, Company B,
Ind Battalion, 3Sth Infantry was
comhat assaulted into the area
tao ad in the search for the
remarning  coemy.  Scattered
contacls resulted in five more
enemyv dead and two detained.
Enemy cquipment ¢aptured at
the end of the second day's
tighting included 12 AK47 rifles
and 97 yucksacks filled with
cquipment and personal gear,
Fifteen hundred rounds of
ARAT  ammunition was  also
captured in action,




Jim and kg Anderson

From: <GMAitch@aol.com>
To: <nosredna@cnw.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 05, 2001 8:23 PM

Attach: TMP11.ZIP
Subject: Re: 13May 70

Jim,

Sorry | scanned these out of order, page 3 is JPG 15, been really busy today
with some other Vietnam stuff. | would assume you know Ben Y., as an officer
in the 35th Inf Association. Unfortunately, for reasons unbeknownst to me, he
tried to make me look like an asshole in the 4th IDs guestbook back on Apr 12
and 13th. | have received many emails in support of my position and hold
nothing against my brothers in the 2/35th.

George Heidt




