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SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 July 1967

TO: Lammanding Officer B L
3d Bde TF 28th Inf Div -
APO 96355

Section 1: Organization Activities
1« Name of operation: Baker

2. Dates of operation: 010001 May 1967 - 312400 July 1967 y

3. Location: Duc Pho District, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam; |
Mo Duc District, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam,

L. Command and control headquarters:  2d Battalion 35th Infantry
5. Reporting Officers:
a.. Commanders

UNIT COMMANDER | - PERIOD

‘24 Bn 35th Inf ~ LTC CLINTON E. GRANGER, JR 1 May = 14 Jun 67
2d Bn 35th Inf LTC NORMAN L. TILLER, SR 14 Jun - 31 Jul 67
HHC 2d Bn 35th Inf CPT JESSE L. HORN, JR 1 May - 29 Jun 67
'HHC 2d'Bnl35th Inf CPT S.L.C. BARCENA 29 Jun - 31 Jul 67
Co h 2d Bn 35th Inf  CPT S.L.C. BARCENA 1 May - 25 Jun 67
Co A 2d Bn 35th Inf CPT LARRY W. HICKS 29 Jun- 31 Jul 67
Co B 2d Bn 35th Inf CPT RALPH B. WAIKER 1 May - 28 May 67
Co B 2d Bn 35th Inf CPT JAMES L. LINDSEY 29 May - 31 Jul 67

Co C 2d Bn 35th Inf CPT JAMES W. LANNING 1 May - 31 Jul 67

Reconnaissance Platoon - _ s
2d Bn 35th Inf tLT HOMER KROUT II 1 May - 31 Jul 67




by Staff

Executive Officer
Executive Officer
51
S2
52

: 2
S3
Sk
Arty Ino
Arty Lno

Arty INO

MAJ ROBERT F. CAER

MAJ TRA W. BLACK

1LT JAMES T. HENNESSEY JR
1LT CURTIS CHASE

1LT RICHARD J. WHITE JR
CPT MICHAEL FLICK

MAJ BEN G. CROSBY

CPT JAMES A. HARRIS

'CPT RONALD NORRIS

CPT VINCENTE DEJESUS

1LT CHRISTOPHER Q. HERRICK

. 6,

Task.

Organization ¥

1 May - 7 May 1967
2/35th Inf
C/3-L Cav (-)

. Sqd/D/65th Engr

.8 May - 26 May 1967
2/35th Inf
C/3~4 Cav (-)
 C/2-3l, Arm (-)
_ Sqd/D/éSth Engr

28 May 30 May 1967
2/35th Inf
C/3~4 Cav (-)
C/2-34 Arm (=)
¢/1-35 Inf
Sqd/D/65th Engr

30 May ~ 3 June 1967
2/35th Inf
C/3-4 Cav (-)
C/2-34 Arm (-)
Sqd/D/65th Engr

perluda of bours only.

L June - 26 June 1967
2/35th Inf
C/3-4 Cav (-)
A/1 14 Inf
d/D/65th Engr
72—3h Arm (=)

1 MéYa~52A Jun 67
2L, Jun - 31 Jul 67

1 May - 31 Jul 67

1 May - 5 May 67
5 May -~ 1 Jul 67
1 Jul - 31 Jul 67
1 May - 31 Jul 67
1 May - 31 Jul 67
1 May - 4 May 67
L May - 24 Jun 67

2, Jun - 31 Jul 67

26 Juns.--29,June.1967,

2/35 Inf
t=14 Inf
/34 Cav (=)
~ Sqd/D/65th Engr

30 June - 31 July 1967

2/35 Inf -
A/1-14 Inf
C/3-4 Cav (-)
C/2~3l, Arm (-)
Sqd/D/65th Engr

* B/1-9 Cav (airmobile) was placed OPCON 2-35 frequently for




7 7. Supporting Forces (artillery)

The 2~35th Inf received artillery support from 24 Bn 9th Arty and
' . 2d.Bn 11th ~rty in the following manner:

. 2. iired preparations for airmobile assaults,

b, Fired H&I fires as requested by CO, 2d Bn 35th Inf.

¢, Attempted to cannlize enery into ambush sites Ly fire,

d, Assisted unit cormanders in land navigation.

e, [I'ired counter mortar and blocking fires.

f. Fired will-adjust missions.for units in contact.

g+ Fired nightly defensive concentrations around unit locations,

h, Fired time on target and quick fire targets on suspected or
knovm enemy locations,

8. .irtillery coordination in suppoft of the battalion,

‘ a, A1l artillery fired in the battaolion ..C was toordinated by the
artillery liaison section attached to the 2-35th Inf from 2=9 Arty.
b, Coordination for elearance of firecs from units outside the
battalion A0 was coordinated by the artillery liaison section,
¢. artillery preparations of landing zones for combat asszults
were prepared, adjusted, and coordinated by the artillery liaison officer.

'9¢ ZInemy Capab:.lit ies

de mring the period of 1 lay 67 to 31 July 67 the 2nd VC Regiment
was capable of employing &ll of its clements in the 235 0. 7 - -

b. The 2nd VC legiment's heavy wespons comveny possesses 82mm
and 60m mortars and is capable of launching a nortar attack on friendly
troop locations.

c. The sup: nort elaments of tho 2nd VC legiment are capable of
utilizing captured U... bombs znd ertillery rounds as booby traps and
employing them zlong Highway i1, frequently used foot vaths und track
trails. These sapper elements are also capable of destroying biidges
along Highway .1,

do The enemy is capoble of empliying up to & battalion size.foree
to conduct active anti: sweep operations zgainst U.S. forces. They can
enploy mines and booby traps in likely areas of secarch &end are capible of
using B=40 rocket launchers and 57 recoiless rifle fire against U.C. troops
and armor,

10 Enemy Vulnerabilities

a; The 2nd VC Regiment remains vulnerable to artillery and air .
strikes and is not likely to mass troops in a small area.

bs The 2nd VC Regiment lacks sufficient supplies and men to conduct
a major offensiwe action,

ce The 2nd VC Regiment has to rely on the rice and food stuffs
grown in the Mo Duc and Duc Pho area for their main food source.




11 Observations:

a. During the latter part of May 1967, the enemy initiated his
reparted summer offensive, On 27 May 67, elements of the 60th VC Battalion,
1st. VC Regiment came in contact with 2-35 Inf, As a result of this contact
the enemy suffered heavy losses in men and equipment and withdrew to the
NUI LON mountain area. This major defeat curtailed the enemy's summer
offensive, :

b, During the latter part of June and July, the enemy infiltrated
into the DUC PHO peninsula area. The main force consisted of elements of the
97th Bn, 2d VC Regiment and supporting units, Their mission was to conduct
anti-sweep aperations against US forces, During the latter part of July,

; the enemy lost numerous personnel and weapons. The enemy is still present

i in force on the DUC PHO peninsula, However, interrogation of prisoners

? reveals that the morale of enemy units is low due to lack of food, ammun-
ition, and medical supplies. This condition has been exploited by PSYOPS.

| The enemy has suffered losses due to artillery and air strikes.

: . ¢, The recent infiltration of 97th Bn units into the DUC PHO

; Peninsula indicates that the enemy may be attempting resupply by sea;.
also it appears that he will make every effort to maintain control of this:
rice producing area,

12 Majof contacts

DATE EN KIA (BC) - PW_ WPNS CIA QTHERS
1My 67 32 1 13 - 1 PRC 10
o (CIA)
12 May 67: 2-~35 FSB Mortar Attack (35-40 rds 82mm mortar)
20 May 67 79 3 2
2 May 67 . 21 | | 8
29 May 67 29 3 13
1 oun 67 24 | 7 o
21 Jun 67 57 o 7 |
1 Jul 67 33 - i
19 Jul 67 18 L "o
26 Jul 67 37 | 20. 12

13 Conclusions

a. The enemy will not maintain contact but will split up into
small groups upon initial. contact., These small groups will hide in bunkers,
caves, tunnels or spider holes along trenches and hedgerows or attempt to
flee the contact area.




b. The enemy will normally plant mines on or near roads and trails.

c. The enemy will employ booby traps or mines in likely rest
areas and in paths through hedgerows,

d. Wheén destroying mihes, boohy ttaps, or dhd tounds; the
minimum. amount of personnel should be used so as to avoid the p0851b111ty of

several casudlties resulting from curious on-lookers,

e. Spider holes, tunnels, and caves are extremely well camouflmgnu.
Search technlques must emphasize slow, mﬁthodlcal and painstaking invest~
1gatlon of all likely areas,

f. When US forces enter a hamlet, the enemy will normally wait until
they are approximately 20-25 meters away and then engage. :

- &+ VC local and main force units will hide during the day in bunkers,
caves, tunnels and spider holes, These units will move at night.

h. In the 2-35 Inf AO, the enemy will infiltrate from the NUI
LON mountains to the lowlands through hamlets along his route,

i. The enemy was being resupplied by sea prior to the arrival of
the 3=-25 Inf, Through surveillance of the coastal portion of the A0 as well
as search and destroy operations in the villages, we have denied the enemy
access to resupply Ly sea.

' J. A thorough search of a hamlet must be conducted to insure all
possible hidden rice caches are discovered because the enemy and his
supporters will bury, camouflage and hide food caches,

' k. Extensiwve mter-connerting trench systems are located along
the DUC PHO Peninsula and are uscd as lines of communication for the encmy.
‘ 1, Immediate interrogation of POW and VCS frequently

provided information of immediate tactical value,

m, In the past few weeks numerous NVA Cadre have been captured

n. Villagers supporting the VC are normally relatives of the VC.

.0, Units of the battalion still do not have sufficient interpreter
capability., There should be one interpreter per platoon.

14 Statistics during reporting period

EN KIA  WPNS_CIA POW's VCS US KIA  US WIA
883 276 281 22,6 55 ‘ 257
WEAPONS BREAKDOWN (CIA)

SKS: 45 M=t Carbine: 50
“AK-47: 20 , Soviet/Chicom MG: 9

SMG: 30 ' ' Thompson SMG: 8

M-1 Rifle: 34 M=-14 Rifle: 2

Us MG: 4 M=79: 7

BAR: 17 .9 mm Pistol: 1

P38 Pistol: 2 . 60mm Mortar: 1

M-16 Rifle: 3 57RR: 3

o445 Cal Pistol: 6 B-40: 4

"Mauser Rifle: 2. . Chicom Carbine: 15

M-2 Carbine: 6 "MAS 36: 7




15 Operations Section

1t May = 7 May 1967

During the reporting perlod there was no significant contact
as the 2-35th Inf continued to conduct S&D operations in the battalion AO.
On 4 May 1967, the 2-35th Inf displaced the Battalion CP from LZ Montezuma to
Lz LIZ, vic BS754431, closing at 1130H,

8. - 1223L9H May 196
The battalioh continued to conduct S&D operations in AO Baker

with no significant contact., The units suffered some casualties due to
enemy booby traps and mines, -

1223500 = 13 May 1967

See inclosed’ after action rebort.

14, May ~ 18 May 1967

On 15 May 1967, Team Penn (C/3-4 Cav & Recon/2-35) located a
small textile plant vic BS796445. During the two day search, 38 weaving
machines and 1000 meters of white and black cloth were discovered, Efforts
to evacuate this material and equipment were hampered b long range
enemy small arms fire, On 17 May 1967, the last of the equipment and
refugees from the area were evacuated to Duc Pho district headquarters,

19 May 1967

At 1450H, C/2-35, while searching a cave and bunker complex vicinity
BS766539, made contact with a Viet Cong local force platoon, C/2-34
Armor with one platoon of A/1=14 was instructed by the Battalion Commander to-
attack the enemy from the southeast while C/2-35 attacked from the northwest,
The enemy was pursued into an open rice paddy where he was destroyed ’
Thirteen enemy were killed.

19 May - 20 May 1967

a, While in the process of securing an LZ, vic 775457, at 1915h5H
May 1967, in preparation for a combat assualt in support of C/2-35, in
contact to the north, A/2-35 began receiving enemy automatic and small arms
fire from theee or four enemy positions to their south. The 00, A/2-35,
.decided, with the concurrence of the Battalion Commander, to attack these
enemy positions and to develope the situation, The initial enemy fire
wounded one soldier seriously. Moving to the south A/2-35 overran the enemy
positions, killing two enemy. By 1610H, the enemy had disengaged and had
retreated to the southwest, A sweep of the contact area produced an F.M,
Radio, medical supplies and several NVA uniforms, They continued the
search and then, upon receipt of information of enemy movement to the
southwest, began a sweep in that direction,




~

: b, At 1735H, A/2—35 again receieved some small arms fire from the
souths Realizing that his company mig! . be led into an enemy ambush, CPT
Barcena, CO, A/2-35, requested and receivad an air observation team from
B/1-9 Cav (airmobile) to screen his flanks and front. Continuing to move
to the south, A/2-35 was fired on at 1830H, from the south, The observation
team located the enemy and directed the company along a concealed route
to the enemy position, This position was destroyed and two enemy were killed,
One Thompson sub-machinegun was captured. At 1910H Company A closed for
the night, vic BS774455. At 1915H, one VC sniper fired at and wounded one
of the company's riflemen. The VC was killed and his weapon captured. The
company dug-in and listening: posts were put out. The wounded soldier was '
evacuated,
| c. At 200025H, the CO, A/2-35, reported that his LP's to the north-
west and southwest had engaged:a total of eight enemy, The LP's threw .
grenades, detonated their claymores and fired their weapons. Two enemy
with grenades were killed; the other six fled. The LP's shifted their
1ocatlons and waited, A sweep was conducted by one of the platoons but they
“only discovered three blood trails and the two enemy killed, Blood trails
indicated three of the enemy were seriously wounded.
d, At O147H, CPT Barcena reported his perimeter under attack by
an estlmated enemy company. Using existing trench lines that encompassed .
ent;re area, the enemy was able to move undetected to within:a few meters
: el The enemy, thinking the LP's were there, threw
: X\ 0 -the peaitions, . Thiq,brlef warning enabled
| e prt%wmi mm%'e bgﬁk €6 thbi.gw
thiﬂ Lime artillery defensive gongentrations wepe being' fired. Wpgpjlesthe
heavy ¥elume of QutsQins fire, the enemy pressed forward'in-a- vigorous
ground attack, Usipg "hugging" tagtics to aveid the heavy ar:tlllery
congentrations, the enemy threw larga pumbers Qf hand grenades in the
perimeter, It was these hand grenacdes that inflicted most of the casualities.
Flareships and gunships were requestad, The Battadion Comnsnder regucsted
an armed AC-47 and AC<47 flareship, By 0222H the enemy had ceased the coord-
inated ground attack and was engaging A/2-35 on only the northern flank.
DUSTOFF, aeromedicel evacuation, was alerted to stand by to evacuate the
wounded once the area was secured,
e, At O247H, CPT Barcena requested a resupply of ammunition, L%V
Granger, rea11z1ng that a resupplv helicopter would, in all probability, be
shot down in the attempt, decided to commit C/3-4 Cav (~); not only to
carry the much needed aammunition, but also to block the southern escape
route, Under the light from the 107mm illuminating rounds, C/3-4 Cav (=)
departed LZ LIZ. At 0355H, the armed AC-47 "Dragonship" -arrived on station
and rained accurate fire on the enemy. The aircraft commander of the AC-47
also guided the APC's zlong the best route of advance toward the besieged

. company, At O418H, Co A reported ten WIA and requested medevac for them, -

By O427H, DUSTOFF was overhead and going into the LZ. Receiving enemy AW
firé, thHe Heélicopter had to pull oUf, UHible to xtroet any of the WiAls,
He flew to LZ LIZ to check his helicopter for damage and to await the
time when he could again attempt the extraction.
f.’ C/3-L Cav closed A/2-35's perimeter without incident «at OL51B
Just prior to the closing, the enemy fired rifle grenades and small arms
sporadically throughout the perimeter, Contact was broken on the arrival of

.




7A



the C/3-4 Cav, Additidnal resupply was requested and the resultant resupply
helicopter and DUSTOFF extracted the twelve WIA!'s and two KIA's, See
sketch # 1,

, g, Between 0630 and 1210H, there was no enemy contact. A/2-35
and C/3-4 Cav conducted an extensive search and sweep of the night area of
contact, locating ten enemy killed and three weapons, In addition, one
hamlet guerilla was captured, Upon interrogat:on, it was discovered that he

was wounded during the initial probe at OO25H. He observed two others in
his group killed, At 0900H, A/2-35 located a VC bunker complex 100 meters
west of their night location, An engineer squad from D Company, 65th Eng,
Battalion, was airlifted witX explosives to the LZ and was carried by an
APC to that location, Elements from both C/3-4 Cav and A/2-35 provided
security while the engineers worked on the destruction of the VC camp and
its bunker complex, See sketch # 2 .

h, At 1221H, this work party came under attack by the enemy, _
Firing RPG-2's, the enemy hit one of the APC's, killing the track commander
and driver. The APC was destroyed. In reinforcing the engineer work party
A/2=35 (=) and C/3=4 Cav (-) met heavy enemy resistance but aggressively
fought through it driving them to the southwest, At 1341, C/2-35 was alerted
to move to a pick-up site where they would be extracted for a combat
assanlt southwest of the contact area, The battalion reconnaissance .
platoon was alerted to move from LZ LIZ to vic BS768463. At 1410 an airstrike
helped to break up enemy cancentration., By 1448, Recon 2-35 Inf was in
position and,by 1500, C/2-35 (~) had conducted their CA .into an LZ vie
BS768443. While the elemints were being moved into position, a FAC
spotted twenty armed enemy moving toward the destroyed APC. ' While the .
Battalion Commander adjusted the direct fire of the 106RR fire from LZ LIZ,
CPT Barcena sent a ground element toward the enemy position and APC.
- When the troops arrived at the deserted APC they killed two more enemy,
one of them inside the track. .

i, C/2«35 (~) moved from the landing zone to the east linking
with A/2-35, By 1540H, C Company was in contact with a well entrenched
- enemy southwest - of A Company. During a stiff village fight that lasted
more than an hour C Compeny killed twenty-six armed enemy, Meanwhile,
A Company and C troop 3-4 Cav had turned to the east and were pushing through
the southern edge of Vinh Hien (3) toward Highway #1. After C Company
had ‘evacuated their wounded and dead, they moved into the northern part.
of Vinh Hien (3), paralleling A Company's route of movement, Just inside
the hamlet, C Company encountered another entrenched enemy element,
' Helicopter rockets and small unit tactics esventually overcame the remaining
VC force, and C Company reached the eastern edge of the hamlet at 1950
hours. A Company and C Company esteblished a combined perimeter in the
paddy area east of the hamlet, See sketch # 2, .-
: : je C/3=L4 Cav had begun & sweep back toward the blocking position
of the recon platoon. at 2015H, Recon/2-35 and C/3-4 (-) closed LZ LIZ
to provide FSB security. There were no further incidents that night. An
armed AC-47 "Dragon Ship" reported on station at 2015 and his fires were
directed by CPT Lanning. Artillery was fired into the hamlet throughout the
night to deny the enemy access to the remnants of the battle area,

k. At 210620H, the two companies began a systematic search of the
hamlet and other areas of contact, In addition, before the village was
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destroyed each and every bunker, spider hole, and hut, was meth-
odically searched for signs of the enemy. By the time the hamlet
had been razed, all enemy material. had been evacuated or destroyed
One ton of explosives was used to.destroy the complex,

‘1. Results:
1. T'tiendly Losses

a. KIA 5
b. WIA : 2L
2. Bhemy lLossss -~ Personnel
a, KIA 89
b, CIA 3

c. Detained (suspects)---12

- 3. Enémy losses

a, WEAPONS=—mm—mmmm—m 17
b, Mixed ammunition-10,000 rds.
c. Rice 1,000 1bs,

21 May - 23 May 1967

2=35 Inf continued to operate in AO Baker with C/3-L
Cav and C/2-34 Armor OPCON 2-35 Inf., There was no significant
contact with the enemy.

24 May 1967

¢/2-35 Inf, continuing to conduct search operations
vic BS765533, was im almost constant contact throughout the day.
It appeared that the enemy was trying to prevent the company from
making any more then a cursory search of the small hill mass in
the area., Fifteen enemy were killed and eight weapons were capbur-
ot aduring the day. ,

25 May - 26 May 1967

In an attempt to exploit the enemy's interest in the
hill mass vic BS765533, C/2-35 moved their base camp to the top of
the hill to be in a position to conduct an aggressive search,
During the next six days, C/2-35 destroyed over thirty small
tunnels, thirty five bunkers, and about five hundred meters of
trench work. They killed twenty eight enemy, captured three Viet
Cong, evacuated fifty pounds of documents, and captured seven-
teen weapons,




27 May ~ 30 May 1967

a., At 271200H, the battalion CP was notified by the
52, 3d Brigade Task Force, of a suspected enemy CP located in
Tan Phong Hamlet, Duc Pho District, Quang Ngai Province (BS735435).
Since the organic forces of the battalion were committed some
distance from the area of interest, the battalion commander, LTC
Granger, requested and received permission to insert the Blue Team,
Troop B, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, (Airmobile). The Blue Team
(an infantry platoon) was inserted by combat assault east of the
target into an LZ vic BS739435 at 1225H, Team Penn (C/3-4 Cav (-)
and the Reconnaissance Platoon 2-35 Inf) located about ten kilo-
meters north of LZ LIZ was given the mission of reserve reaction
force (RRF) for the Blue Team to their south, '

bs At 1300H, vic BS738439, the Blues reported observing
thirty well armed and equipped enemy with camouflaged uniforms,
The Blues engaged the enemy platoon, killed three and called for
‘additional troop support to block what appeared to be a withdrawing
eremy, Team Penn, reacting to the call, immediately moved south to
block, Gunships from the weapons platoon B/1-9 Cav (Red Team)
were dispatched to provide additional fire support. Artillery
blocking fires were adjusted to the west of the contact to prcvent
enemy withdrawal in that direction. ' See sketch #3.

c. At 1340H, B/2-35 was released from OPCON B/1=9 Cav
and returned to the 2-35 Inf. They were alerted to move by air to
support the growing fight, At 14L00H, the Blues had secured an LZ.
vic BST474LT2 and the 1ift ships carrying 1B/2-35 were enroute, At
1402, the first helicopter carrying 1B landed amidst very heavy
enemy fire, The other five helicopters were forced to circle
out of the area of contact, One ship was hit and the pilot wounded,
Despite his wounds, the pilot was successful in landing his aircraft
out of the battle area, 800 meters west of LZ LIZ, Recon (=) and .
two APC's from C/3-L4 Cav were dispatched from LIZ to provide security
for the ship., :

10




#3

104



(2]
w
|
~
(1)

/0B



d, By 1415H, the Blues, heavily engaged and suffering not only
battle casualties but also heat injuries, had requested an emergency resupply
of ammunition and water. At 1430H, a 174th Aviation Company UH-1D was loaded
and over the area of contact at an LZ secured by the Blue Team. As the heli-
copter was making its short final it was hit by a heavy burst of enemy automatic
weapons fire and subsequently crashed 200 meters south of the IZ. A sguad from
the Blues successfully extracted the wourded crew from the burning craft before
it exploded.,

' e. At 1554H, Company B (-) was airlifted to the vicinity of the
downed bird where it linked up with the remaining elements of Recon and C/3-4
Cav. This force then deployed northwest to the hamlet where the Blues were
heavily engaged and surrounded.

f, By 1607H, Team Penn had arrived from the north and was
receiving fire from the enemy. Dismounting the battalion reconnaissance platoon,
the C/3-l4 Cav moved about one thousand meters west and attacked from the north-
west. Recon assaulted the enemy from the northeast. See sketch #3. The enemy,
now engaged on three sides, found itself surrounded, They still persisted in
their violent attack on the Blue Team and despite accurate gunship fire were
able  to inflict a few more casualties. As the pressure grew more intense, the
enemy slackened their rate of fire and began to evade. The Recon platoon broke
through the enemy lines and linked with the Blues. See sketch #4. Almost
simultaneously, the APCS, inflicting heavy enemy losses, broke through to the
northwest. Captain Penn, CO, C/3-l Cav, decided to withdraw the WIAs from the
contact area to a secure 1Z where the wounded could be evacuated. As his element
with the WIAs in the APCs moved through the perimeter, Captain Penn's tracks
became surrounded, The enemy undoubtedly thought they could stop the armor with
their small arms but they paid a huge price in lives before the error was dis-
covered. The armored cavalry succeeded in securing an IZ and at 1620H, the first
DUSTOFF was completed, " |

' g. At 1631H, B/2-35 (-) linked with the friendly elements in
the contact area (Tan Phong). After reorganization of the force, B Company
deployed to the north for a careful, detailed search for the enemy., Finding
the enemy was not difficult as they continued to resist with heavy volumes of
small arms and automatic weapons fire, However, the enemy began using the many
spider holes and caves that infested Tan Phong in an effort to escape the
closing force. As the units approached the northern end of the hamlet, an air-
strike was called in by LTC Granger on an enemy hamlet 500 meters north of Tan
Phong. C/3-L Cav was directed to move to the northwest in an attempt to move
around the enemy and block his withdrawal, In the meantime, Recon began re- :
ceiving moderate fire to the south, indicating the enemy had left a force behind,
The Reconnaissance Platoon turned back through Tan Phong while B/2-35 (-) con-
tinued to the hamlet!s northern fringe, By this time the large enemy force
(estimated company (+) had scattered and the units were receiving only light
resistance, See sketch #5. :
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h. By 1900H, all elements closed together in a perimeter vic
BS730437 to be resupplied and to extract the Blue Team, 2B was to be lifted
in to reinforce the team. At 1918H, 2B attempted a touchdown but agdin only
one bird was able to land in the face of enemy AW fire. It was decided that
it was too risky to try the exchange, Gunships, flareships, and an armed
AC-47 reported on station, See sketch #6,

i. At 2100H, A/2-35 was airlifted from the beach to 1Z Liz
where they assumed responsibility for FSB security. All elements dug.
in for the night.

jo At 280315H, the force in Tan Phong came under a light enemy
mortar attack. Captain Penn, €O, C/3-4 Cav, the only casualty, was mortally
wounded, Countermortar fires from L2 Liz and artillery fires by 24 Bn 9th Arty
were placed effectively throughout the area. There was no further contact that
night, In view of the enemy strength it was decided to commit further troops
into the area in the morning, - : ‘

k. At 280938H May 1967, C/1-35 (~) was placed OPCON 2-35 Inf and
conducted a heliborne assault vic BS727477. Their assigned mission was to sweep
south along the base of the hill mass on the western border of the coastal plain,
a likely avenue of enemy withdrawal. Recon/2-35 conducted & heliborne assault
at 1055H west of C/1-35 (~) vie BS715465 and was assigned to sweep the ridge
lines and draws in the hill masses to the northwest of Tan Phong, A/2-35 de-
parted IZ Liz on a sweep to the west not only to aid B/2-35 in the search of
the battlefield, but also to establish contact. C/3~L Cav was assigned blocking
positions southeast of Recon, The Blue Team was extracted and replaced by 2B
at 0916H, See sketch #7. :

1, The simultaneous sweeps of the Tan Phong area on the 28th
produced several small contacts, However, fire support by the gunships of the
174th Aviation Company and B/1-9 Cav (airmobile) accounted for the vast majority
of the enemy dead. A prisoner and a Hoi Chanh indentified the enemy unit as the
60th Bn 1st VC Regiment, Undoubtedly, the majority of the battalion was in the
area, ‘As the 2-35 Inf elements pursued the enemy, they forced him to break
into the clearings and rice paddies. The rockets and "Mini" gun fire of the
armed "Hueys" killed or wounded all observed enemy. The units on the ground
forced the enemy into hiding to avoid the increasing onslaught., Efforts to
capture prisoners failed as the enemy repeatedly fought to their death. By the
end of the day, 87 enemy lay dead on the battlefield, killed for the most part
by the gunships. A/2~35 and C/3-4 Cav swept back to 1Z Liz where they provided
FSB security., B/2-35, C/1~35 (~), and Recon/2-35 were resupplied and assigned
the mission of saturation ambush patrols for the night, Recqn/2-35 was placed
OPCON B/2-35, : :

m, By 2215H, all elements were in position, B/2-35 with OPCON
of Recon occupied four ambush sites at the mouth of the Song Tra Cau Valley:
Recon located vie BS713424; 2B located vic BS712425; B (-) located vie BS713433;
and 3B located vic BS715438., C/1-35 had three ambushes north of Highway 515
positioned along the road, See sketch #7. S
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n., At 2902L0H May 1967, the ambush of Company B (-), located
vicinity BS713433, came under an intense enemy ground and mortar attack.. See
sketch #8, Using camouflage and stealbh,at least one enemy company surrounded
the ambush position undetected, The enemy initiated the attack with accurate
mortar fire, Efforts to counter the mortar fire with their own 60mm mortar

and the 4.2 mortar platoon from 1Z Liz proved useless, The enemy was using

at least two mortars which could not be located, As the mortars were raining
their deadly fire, the enemy began a concentrated ground attack. Captain

Ralph Walker, CO, Company B, although mortally wounded by the initial mortar
attack, rallied his men into a perimeter and requested artillery fire support.
His courage and determination provided the catalyst for the initial defense of
the position and undoubtedly prevented the unit from being overrun. Captain
Walker died forty minutes later, When the unit moved from its linear ambush into
a perimeter it inadvertemtly closed around an enemy position., The two enemy were
swiftly killed, At O300H, Medevac was requested to come to 1Z Liz where it would
remain on alert until the contact area was secure., At the same time the aircraft
comnander of the armed AC-~47 "Dragon Ship" reported that he would be in the area
of contact at 0320H. Armed HU-~1Cs were on station with a helicopter flare ship
and began firing under the guidance of the 2d platoon leader, who had assumed
command, The enemy continued to fire his mortars although the volume was not

as heavy, Efforts to locate these mortars proved fruitless., It was later
discovered that the enemy had used a mud hut as a firing pit. A hole two feet

in diameter was cut in the roof through which he fired his rounds. This tactic
prevented observation of the muzzle flash and because of the muffled noise, made
it virtually impossible to determine with accuracy how far away the mortars were.
Meanwihile, the gunships concentrated their fire on ten enemy in a rice paddy.

As the enemy attack intensified, the men from B Company threw white :
phosphorus grenades to mark the proximity of an enemy automatic weapons position,
This enabled the armed helicopters from both the 174th Aviation Company and
B/1-9 Cav (airmobile) to engage the enemy accurately. At 0325H it was decided

to move the rest of B -Company and the Reconnaissance Platoon to reinforce the
besieged platoon., At O0346H, LTC Granger, over the contact area in his command
and control helicopter, decided.to commit C/2-35 (~) in a reinforcing action
from the east, All elements, as they moved toward the point of contact, made
light contact which resulted in several more enemy dead. At O4O5H a fedevac
helicopter carrying the company executive officer successfully made it into the
perimeter and evacuated three wounded. On its arrival 1LT Russel Chapman assumed
command, The departure of the medevac signaled a renewed enemy attack., At
O4L10H 1LT Chapman was wounded in the ‘head, but courageously continued to command,
Akt O4L11H, Recon and 1B attempting to break through the attack from the southwest
came under intense automatic weapons fire, Maneuvering against the position,

the reconnaissance platoon overran it and captured the M1919A6 machine gun.

This was the last strong effort made by the enemy to block the relief force. At

O43L4H, the enemy tried for the last time to break through the unit's staunch

perimeter., He assaulted in mass from the east under a murderous barrage of enemy

- mortar fire,  Some of the enemy broke through the lines and into the perimeter

but that was where they died. Orders were issued that no one would leave their -

- foxholes so that if anyone was seen moving in the perimeter he would be enemy,

The tactic worked, At OLA6H, the contact had lightened considerably. medevac
was agaln requested and the helicopter landed in the 1Z amidst suppressive fire
from the perimeter, By 0550 all contact had been broken by the enemy, the cas=—

ualties had been evacuated and a resupply of ammunition had been effected., At
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0617H, C/3~4 Cav, with ome platoon of A/2-35, and A/2-35 (-) departed

IZ Liz on two separate axes to the west to sweep the flanks of the con-
tact area to reestablish contact w1th the enemy. At 0627H, C/1-35 closed
with B/2-35. See sketch #9.

o. At 0854H, B/1-9 Cav was placed OPCON 2~35 Inf. The
Blue Team conducted a combat assault viec BS694423 and moved east along
the Song Tra Cau Valley into prepared.blocking positions of C/1-35 and
C/3-4 Cav at the mouth of the valley floor. A/2-35 swept south and
southwest of the point of contact detaining large numbers of military
age males who were hiding in a Buddhist temple. They also discovered
five tons of stored rice in the same temple. The remaining elements

made light contact while flushing the Viet Cong from bunkers, caves and
tunnels,

P. At 1030H, Company B was extracted by helicopter and
taken to 1Z Montezuma where they met their new CO, Captain Lindsey. At
1800H, A/2-35, C/3-4 Cav, and Recon/2-35 closed to 1Z Liz, C/1-35 closed
to a night location about 800 meters west-southwest of 1Z Liz,

q. At 300930H May 1967, C/1-35 crossed the Song Tra
Cau River, the southern AO line, and was returned to the control of

r. Results of the three day contact were as follows:
(1) Friendly casualties:
3 KIA

27 WIA
1 DOW

(2) Enemy losses, personnel:

116 KIA
8 CIA
119 Detained

(3) Enemy losses, weapons:
Crew served: 7
57 recoiless rifl€.ceecececneal
60mm mortar w/sight..eceesesesl
. B-ho rocket launchero L RN NN l1

RPD Im..o-a”o.l‘l......ln'...lB
ca-ll 30 IMG‘..C.C...."..".‘.’
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Individual: 34

Carbine, M“1’ .30 Cal...-...;...-.B
Carblne, M"Z, .30 Cal.............z
7 62 SKSooonoo-o-ouooca‘-.o-ooooo10
AK-h7o-oo-voanconccooaool‘onvo.-ooé

BAR"O'..'.‘..Q...I'I..‘l..’......B

M—79, homm GLQOOD.OQQ....O..0.0.'.B
SMG, Type UNKNOWNaeerersasoccsncsel
PiStOl, 9mm.............-.........1
7.62, Soviet Carbine,

MOSin Nagant......................1
7.62'SMG, PPSH-A1.o.o.-nootoocooa-1
7062, M-1h“‘ﬁatoocacooooonnoaonoa1

31 May 1967

At 301215H May, a 3d Brigade Task Force Long Range Reconnais-
sance Team was placed OPCON 2-35th Inf and inserted by the Battalion S2
into an area, vic BS718443, secured by the Battalion's reconnaissance
platoon, The Long Range Reconnaissance Team clandestinely slipped into
the hedgerows as the battalion reconnaissance platoon wove a path in the
area, After regrouping, the team members moved to the hill mass border-
ing the Duc Pho coastal plains and at 1448H reported they were located-
vic BS718453, and that they would remain in the area until dark before
moving., At 2030H, the team radioed the tactical operations center that
they would be moving shortly to the north. That was the last communication
received, At 310715H, a helicopter with the S2 aboard attempted to re- - -
gain communication with the Long Range Reconnaissance Team, This proved
fruitless. A/2-35 made a combat assault at 0911H vic BS718473 to locate
the missing team and started a sweep down the ridges and draws leading
to the Long Range Reconnaissance Team's last reported position, Team:
Krout, consisting of C/3-4 Cav and Recon/2-35, conducted a land move from
1Z Liz to a location vic BS716468., Recon platoon then moved north up
the slopes toward the last reported location of the Long Range Recon—
naissance Team, At 1048H, Recon/2-35, vic B8718453, located a grave
containing two bodies from the Long Range Reconnaissance Team, All
their equipment and their two weapons-were missing. A thorough search
of the area did not produce either the other missing men, or their
equipment, However, three enemy were killed and one captured, The
prisoner could not provide any information concerning the missing men,
Results: two friendly killed in action, three friendly missing in
action, one PRC-25 radio and 5 weapons captured by the enemy. Enemy
losses totalled 3 KIA and one CIA. On 1 June 1967, the search was
ﬂilcentﬂnnld. '
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1_June 1967

At 1600H, an observation helicopter from B/ 1-9 Cav observed fifteen
armed enemy in a rice paddy vic BS761564. Team Strunck which consisted of:
C/2-34 Armor, 2C/3-l Caw and 14/2-35 Inf was dispatched and following the
directions of the observation helicopter pilot moved into the enemy location,
Armed HU-1C's were requested and employed with the Armor and Infantry, the
enemy, although reinforced, was still no match for the swift team., Twenty
four enemy were killed and seven weapons were captured without the loss of
a single U.S. casualty,

2 June 1967

 A/1-14th Inf was placed OPCON to the 2/35th Inf at 041035H, having
moved from their parent base at Chu Lai to their new base on LZ Dragon, vic
BS725535, Battery B, 2d Battalion, 11th Artillery, GS, Task Force Oregon,
Was positioned at LZ Dragon to provide artillery support for what had been
a gap. in the northern portion of the battalion area of operations.

5 June 1967

At 1505H, while securing an engineer work party, the third platoon
of A/2-35, suffered three friendly KIA's when the security team detonated
a 250 1b. bomb rigged as a bobby trap on a bridge, vic BS7784L44. A Navy
diving team was requested and sent to dive for the missing equipment;
however, one M-60 machine gun was not.found. A/2-35th continued to provide
security for the engineer work parties assigned to repair national route # 1,

6 _June - 8 June 1967

There was no significant dontact during the period, Recon 2/35 Inf
conducted a county fair operation in the village of Vinh Xuan, BS748437. The
village was adopted by the 2-35th and 100 civilians were treated by the
Battalion medical team, :

9 June -~ 14 June 1967

There was no significant contact during this period. On 141100H,
a change of command ceremony was held at LZ LIZ with LTC Norman L, Tiller
accepting the Battalion colors from LTC Clinton E, Granger.

15 June 1967

The 2-35 Inf was assigned to provide convoy sedurity for a round .
trip resupply convoy from Chu Lai to Duc Pho. Units were placed at critical
points along route # 1 and A/1-14 was placed on RRF with 1lift helicopters
on strip alert. The convoy left Chu Lai at 0730H and arrived at Duc Pho at
14,00H, Departing Duc Pho at 1500H, the convoy moved back north, stopping
at Quang Ngai at 1900H. 2-35 Inf was released from the assigned mission
at this time, At 1854H, c/3-4 Cav, returning with Recon 2-35 Inf from the
days operation, had one APC detonate a pressure released two hundred and
fifty pound bomb buried three hundred meters from LZ LIZ. Eleven soldiers
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were killed and one APC totally destroyed.

16 June - 20 June 1967

During the repbrting period, the Battalion continued to conduct
search and destroy operations in the assigned AO, Sporadic contact with
Viet Cong local forces during the five day period yielded fifteen enemy killed.

21_June 22 June 1967

Acting on intelligence information received from the US Advisory

Team, Mo Due district headquarters, the 2-35 Inf conducted three combat
assualts in an effort to encircle a suspected Viet Cong main force company.
At 210845H, Recon 2-35 Inf conducted a combat assualt into an LZ vic
BS5752608, At 0915H, 4/1-14 combat assaulted an LZ vic BS735605. A/2~35
conducted a combat assualt at 0915Hvic BS736616, When the Recon 1lift landed,
the VC panicked and started fleeing the area. The majority met their death
when they ran into the open rice paddies where the armed HU-1C's were
circling. The gunships accounted for at least thirty enemy dead. When
A/1=14 and A4/2-35 landed, they swiftly moved in on the enemy to close the
pincer, The units, by then, did not find the enemy so readily bent on
running into the open. They hid in the tunnels and bunkers. The gunships,
providing visual reconnaissance, spotted eight to ten enemy with weapons
at vic BS745585. They took them under fire. The enemy took refuge in
bunkers and tunnels in the immediate area. With the gunships providing
suppressive fire, A/1-14 swept to the area of contact, Once in the area,
4/1-1} started a detailed search of all bunkers and tunnels., A grenade thrown
into a tunnel entrance produced one enemy KIA. This particular tunnel
entrance turned out to be the beginning of an extensive network of rooms and
passageways. Two days were spent in the search of the tunnel. The results
were six enemy KIA and five weapons captured. At the end of the second

- day, engineers were brought in and the complex was destroyed. Tear Gas and

-

hand grenades were used extensively along with PSYOPS teams. Recon 2-35
and A/2-35 were extracted the first day while A/1-14 remained in ambush.
Buring the two day operation fifty-seven enemy were killed. '

23 June - 26 June 1967

There was no significant enemy contact during the reporting period,
At 261600H, C/2-3A Armor was released OPCON 2/35 Inf and returned by sea

to control 6f tne 3d Brigade Task Force.

27 = 30 June 1967

There was no significant'contact during this period.

1 July - 3 July 1967

At 0300 under cover of darkness C/2-35 moved by foot from LZ LIZ
commencing a three day ambush vic 7942. Moving within a two thousand meter
area and with no helicopter resupply the element killed 32 with no’
American casualties. 4/2-35 conducted combat assault 30945H vic BS799477
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and searched to the east with negative results,

4 July - 9 July 1967

4/1-14 and B/2-35 conducted three dey ambushes in same pattern as
C/2;i5 at locations vic 750555 and vic 805473 respcttevely with simider.
results.

At O40715H Recon 2-35 working with the Mo Duc Special Intelligence
Team set up a day ambush at BS705542. They immediately observed and engaged
eight enemy killing four and woundingtwo. Pursuing the remaining enemy,
Recon was engaged from a village to their front and enemy to their rear,
Immediately gunships were directed against the enemy forcing them to break
contact. Three weapons were CIA. ' :

During this period A/1-14 and B/2-35 conducted twenty-four hour
stand downs at Montezuma and each unit had one platoon receive three days
of training. :

10 July = 11 July 1967

At 101424H vic BS80LL27 A/2-35 captured one NVA with a BAR. After
intensive interrogation, he led them to a bamboo grove and pointed out a
cleverly concealed hole With a wooden trap door. Digging with entrenching
tools disclosed a tunnel and two VC who fought as well as they could in the
cramped quarters with little success, Using the same method of digging,
A/2=35 uncovered three more holes and two more VC, arms, and equipment
with no Triendly loss of life.

12 _July = 31 July 1967

Alerted to the structure and nature of concealment of enemy bunkers
and tunnels, the 2-35 began literally to dig up the entire AO. Reaching a
small search area and working in search and security teams each squad would
dig up all likely areas, Trap doors were found and removed, often exposing
an enemy who either had to surrender or fire a few futile rounds from his
cramped fighting position., Interpreters present at the search site provided
units with an ability to exploit POWS whose information led them to further
caves, The enemy, unable to effectively retaliate, was subjeeted to a
decimation of his ranks with few frie:dly casualties as the following totals
during this period illustrate: '

Enemy | S

KM ..........260 KIA-ocoovboo¢9
POW-(......OI.A’Z WIAIOOCl'...hz
'WPNS.........D108

A8 the reporting period ended this method of operations held
promise of continuing profitable results. -
" On 19 July C/2-35 and 4/2-35 conducted medcap of 4in Tho - 1, Moving
“to the village on separate routes they sealed off the village and conducted
a thorough search and gave medical assistance,
On 23 July C72~35 set up night ambushes with 1C/2-35 and 2C/2-35
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- ¢aptured,

vic BS814453 with successful results: two enemy were killed and two

On 25 July A/1-14 located at BS731610 had two enemy attempt to
infiltrate the perimeter. Keeping everyone in their holes the unit engaged
anything that moved killing one NVA and seizing his AK-A7. The following day
A/1-1h, conducting search and destroy in the vicinity of BS730605, located

an entire enemy platoon concealed in an aqueduct. A Company engaged them by
fire, surrounded the area, and with a PSYOPS team called for the unit to
surrender, Nine members surrendered, three were killed and six weapons were

captured, With this action the 3rd platqon of the 31st Company of the AOth
Sapper Battallon ceased to exist.”

16 Personnel
A, General;

1.The Battallon administrative headquarters was relocated to 1Z Montezuma

"in late april. During the reporting period all edministrative functions were

performed at the forward Brigade Base, LZ Montezumz.

- 2. The requirement to maintain a rear detachment at the 4th Div base camp

in Pleiku was responsible for the initial difficulty in strength account-
ability, personnel in and out processing, and submission of personnel
actions,

3. .The locution of persomnnel records in Pleiku made them almost ine~

accessible to the battalion personnel services NCO and Company ordely rooms.,
L4, No significant personnel problems were encountered during the reportlng
perlod.

B, Unit Strengths:

1. As of 15 May 1967, the strength of the units of the 2d Bn 35th Inf wes
aw follows:

UNIT AUTH ASSIGNED & ATCHD
orr Wwo o EM of Wo B
mw,ZdBnB%hImf 17 2 272 15 2 249
Company A 6 0 173 5 0 152
Compeny B 6 0 173 5 0 163
Company C 6 o) 173 5 o 156
35 2 79N 30 2 720

~2. 4s of 15 June 1967, the strength of thé units of the 2d Bn 35th Inf

were as follows:
)

UNIT AUTH  ASSIGNED & ATCHD
oft W o E off WO N
HHC, 2d Bn 35th Inf 17 2 22 15 1 2,5
Company A 6 o 1713 L 0 163
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Company B 6 0 173 L 0 163
Company C 6 o 1 L9 1
35 2 791 28 1 761

1. As of 10 July 1967, the strengths of the units of the 2d Bn 35th
Inf were as follows:

ASSIGNED & ATCHD

UNIT AUTH

| off WO M off WO  Ef
HHC, 2d Bn 35th Inf 17 2 272 % 0 261
Company A 6 0 173 7 0 157
Company B, 6 0 173 5 0 179
Company C 6 0 173 50 18,

L, The 2d Bn 35th Inf strength fluctuated daily during the reporting
period. The following are periodic strength figures:

o VAT |
ASSIGNED & ATTACHED PRESENT FOR DUTY
off wo - EM . off WO

6 May 31 2 77 29 1 682

11 May 30 2 727 30 1 701

16 May 31 2 714 30 1 687

21 May - 30 - 2 763 29 1 714

26 May . 30 1 736 27 1 700

31 May 27 1 730 ' 26 1 698

JUNE . :
ASSIGNED & ATTACHED PRESENT FOR_DUTY
- Off wo - IM off WO EM
6 June 27 1 57 - 27 1 731
11 June 28 1 768 ' 26 1 738
16 June 29 2 760 27 2 710
21 June 33 2 766 32 2 738
26 June . 33 2 749 31 2 72
29 June 33 1 746 31 1 704
JULY _ .
ASSIGNED & ATTACHED PRESENT -FOR DUTY
off wo M - aff KO EM
6 July 33 0 766 32 0 732
11 July 34 0 784 ' 33 0 740
16 Juy 33 0 782 310 734
21 July 29 1 773 28 1 732
26 July 29 1 773 28 1 738
30 July 28 1 760 26 1 721
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C, Rest and recuperation:

1. During the reporting period, personnel of this unit were offered

rest and recuperation at nine different locations.

2. Ths total numbereof allosations for the reporting period was 173,
Tokyp. continues to be the most popular R & R site, The R & R allocations
and utilization were as follows: :

MAY JNE JULY

PLACE ALLOCATED UTJEﬁIJZ_E_Q ALLOCATED UTILIZED  ALLOCATED UTILIZED
Hawaii 9 9 11 11 1 11
Tokyo 7 e ' 10 16% 13 15%
Bangkok 8 g 10 10 13 13
Hong Kong 5 6 . 8 113 11 10+
Taipei 8 83¢ 11 11 12 12
Kuala Lumpar 2 2 2 2 I L
Fenang R 1 ' 2 2 2 2
Manila 2 2 2 2 2 2
Singapore 2 2 2 " 2 -3 2+

Lk L6 58 - 67 . 7 72

%* Utilized allocations that were turned back by other units.

+ Traded zllocations for this R&R center for ones to the most popular
R&R center.

D, Promotions:

1. Fromotion allocations for .first in-country promotions continue to be
many times more than utilized. '

~ 2. Promotion allocations for second and third in-country promotion continue
to be less than the reguested number.

3. The promotion zllocation and utilization for the revorting period were
as follows:

MaY | ALLOCATIONS
First in-country B, (65)  E5(103) E6 (9)

Second or third in-country E4 (0) ° E5(0) E6 (0)
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May

First
éecond

June
First
Second

June
First
Second

July
First :
Second

July
First
Second

FPROMOTED
EL (65) E5 (11) E6 (1)
E4 (0) E5 (0) E6 (0)

ALLOCATIONS

B, (87) E5 (127) E6 (24)
By (13) E5 (4) 86 (1)
PROMOTED
E, (87) E5 (6) E6 (0)
E4 (13) E5 (4) E6 (1)
ALIQCATIONS
B4 (18) B5 (118) E6 (2)
E4 (0) E5 (7) E6 (1)
PROOTED
E4 (18) 55 (0) E6 (1)
B, (0) E5 (7) B6 (1)

4. Three personnel within the battalion have been promoted to E7 during .

the reporting period.

E., Casualties:

During the reporting period, the battalion suffered the following casualties:

KIA
May 17
Jun . 12
Jul - 10

39

DoW WIA
1 75
0 67
% 38

180

22

MIA

0
0
Q
0




F. Replacements:
The following units received replacements during the reporting period:

Unit Month E3 B, 5] E6 57 E8
HHC May 22 2 1 1 0 1
Jun 23 3 0 0 0 0
Jul 11 7 A 0 0 0
A Co May 29 0 0 0 0 0
Jun 11 0 0 1 0 0
Jul 9 1 0 1 2 0
B Co May 28 5 1 0 0 0
Jun 34 0 0 2 0 0
Jul 36 4 1 2 . 0 0
C Co May 43 1 0 0 0 0
Jun 7 0 0 1 0 0
Jul 9 0 0 0 0 0
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‘SECTION 2: COMMANDER!'S OBSERVATiONS AND RECOMMo.DATIONS
Part I, Observations (Lessons Learned)
1. COPERATIONS.
a. Item: OPCON or attachment of maneuver units.

Discugsion: Assigning a maneuver battalion operational control of
another battalion's rifle company is an effective means of shifting combat
power on the fluid battiefield; however, if the OPCON assignment-is on a
semi~pormanent basis the company in question should become attached for
sever:.. reasons, First, logistically, the receiving battalion will be re-
quire: Lo support the company 2 all ways. Second, administratively, the
receiving battalion will handle the necessary paperwork that follows any
norme. combat operation. Finaily, the unit commander and his officers

will 2 rated, for efficiency roports, by the receiving battalion.  In this
specilic case, A/1m‘h is OPCOY :-35 INF and has been so on a semi-permanent
basis, requiring £/1-14 to kee: his company rear in Chu Lai while operating
in t:: Mo Dud are', a coi 3ider:-hle distance away. All paperwork concerning
awards, decorations, punishmer:s, reports of survey, combat losses, re-
qulsl*"onslfor,repmlr parts ari serial numbered items of supply has to
process through his bat!alion iw~adquarters. Naturally, day to day supplies
are iscued by this batt:‘ion &'l whenever possible, this battalion provides
direc’ exthange for accuintable items, All such exchanges passing through
Chu Lai are delayed by “i:e distance and lack of an adequate communications
system, '

Observaticn: Whenever units are to be parcelled out over extended
perinds of "ime or extended distances, the unit should be attached, not
place:d OPCC‘, .

v

-]

Itam: Search technicuz,

Disrussicn:  The slogrn "Find 'Em - Fix 'Em - Fight !'Em and Finish

Em" in tron as tlo day it was "irst promulgated; however, many units fail

. to put the sequencs in proper ¢.der. So often this is true of our ARVN'

neighzors, they fix and fight cnly to learn they have nothing to finish., The
ummatched success of this battalion lies primarily with finding the enemy
first through the use of the d=liberate search technique before we attempt to
fix or fighit., All operaiions -~ e based on the most current intelligence,
admit edly causing freqL nt chsinges in plans, but more often than not, yield-
ing i:..:gible results, The ons true indicator of success is the actual number
of en-uy killed or captaﬂcd and the mumber of enemy weapons seized. Since 10
July, this battalion has killed 260 enemy, captured 47 POWs and seized 108
weapons while suffering only 9 soldiers KIA. Our high body count and high
weapons-to~kill ratio has resulted mostly from locating the eénemy in his

hiding places. Once he is located in this hiding place the job is relatively
simple because the enemy has fixed himself by choosing a small tunnel with no -
route of escape, The enemy in this area has depended primarily on his advanced
technigues of camouflage for protection. Once these passive measures fail, the
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enemy has no choice but to be killed or captured,

Defense of a small holey

normally 18" by 18" against an American rifle squad is a difficult if not-

impossible task.

This battalion has capitalized on the natural curiesity of

the American and our soldiers poke and probe every nook and cranny of the

hedgerows around a village.
place for the enemy is beneath

as shown in the enclosed sketch and photographs.,

We have learned that the most common hiding

a bamboo thicket with a concealed trap door
As one can see, unless one

actually places his hand on the bamboo stalks and pulls, the trap door will

remain undetected for it is not normally discernible by eye.

Some trap doors

can be discovered merely by locking, but most are located by probing with

hands and bayonets,
the scarching unit, normally a
team cuid a security team.
while the less curious provide
out tha
hands

and arms, The amount of

almost directly proporticnal to

been located by the bleeiing L.
the search dwind’ad to ..
the scarchers and the race is .
Once the hole is located, secu.

asm for

reductlon of the area besins +
the c\ﬂparatlvely iarge meric
Then the hole is opened normall

Nat:

day as the bamboo thor:m

To make most effective use of the manpower available,

rifle squad, must sub~divide into a search

irally, the curious should go to the searchers

the security, but these must be rotated through-
s are extremely difficult on the searcher's
cnthusiasm generated by the platoon leaders is
the number of holes located. Many a hole has

d of a lieutenant or captain when the enthusi-
low ebb, Such leadership by example rekindles
1 again to see who can locate the next hole,

<ty is placed around the area and a systematic
“+h first clearing away enough bamboo to allow

.1 soldier to operate within the confined space.
!y by shooting through the door with a M-16 rifle.

This is a strong deterrent to those enemy who would toss out a grenade on the

unsuspecting soldlier st:uding nearby.

Once the trap door is opened, various

American and Vietnamese «xpressions are shouted into the tunnel exhorting the

enemy to cone out or be killed,
‘fight, saving us tie effort neth

the tunnel for weapons and

documentse

- Frequently the enemy will give up without a
only of killing him, but of having to dig out
When all else fails and the hard core

VC stsys within the confines of his self-created tomb, a few strategically

places
leavi~; only the messy task of
of this operation iies in the
his L‘;der. This method has ps
slow ¢
steps necessary in defeating +

Observation:
to or within inhabited areas.

an inTantry company should not
shouic

‘cliberate seazrch on the ¢

hand gremades nornally rsduce both the VC and the tunnel to rubble,

digging out the remains, The key to success =

saarch technique of the individual soldier and

1d off handsomely. We first "Find 'Em" by a
all unit level before we take any of the other
he enemy.

D=liberate detailed search missions'should be employed
as a primarr means of locating

7C and NVA elements livirg in close proximity
As a general rule the area of search assigned
exceed a maximum of two square kilometers, It

be realized that this search technique applies tc guerrilla type opera-.

tions during which enemy forces do not concentrate,

List of Enclosures:

1. Sketch of tunnel,

2. FPlotograph of tunnel with trap door installed.

3.
L.

Photograph of tunnel
‘Close up of tunnel with trap door removed.

with trap door removed.
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Close up of trap door.

Photograph of typical tunnel area in bamboo thicket.

Close up of typical tunnel area in bamboo thicket.

Photograph showing typical tunnel with entrance in bamboo thicket.
. Photograph showing normal tunnel construction.

L
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c. Item: Tunnel destruction.

Discussion: Destruction of tunnels and spider holes can be expedited
by the construction of prefabricated charges at the rear area. The charges are-
delivered by helicopter ready to use. Two blocks of C-4 (5 lbs) Has proved
adequate to completely destroy normal spider holes. A 30 second delay fuze is
sufficient to allow personnel to escape the effects of the blast. When the
hole is larger than most, two of the prefab charges are used. In addition to.
the prefab charges used for smsll tunnels and spider holes, two tunnel kits are
maintained at the battalion trains consisting of flashlights, rope, gas masks,
CS gas, armored vests and a grappling hook. These are prepackaged and ready to
be picked up by helicopter on a moments notice. These two items can be dellver-
ed by the C&C when no other heiicopters are available.

Observation: A 5 pound prefabricated charge is a great time saver for
the line unit in destroying spider holes, Having the equipment for reduction of
a tunnel complex, such ac a tunnel kit, will also save valuable time for the
infantry unit.

d. Item: Intelligence gathering.

Dlscu5310ﬂ ‘Due to the difficulties in translation and the nature of
the Vietnamese peoole, all infermation obtained through other than U.S. sources
must be scrutinized in utmost detail. Frequently, reports which come to this
battalion have stated that so and so knows where a VC platoon or squad is and
is willing to lead U.S. troops back there., On several of these occasions when
U.S. troops were committed to the task of exploiting this new found intelligence,
the informant would, upon arrival at the scene, state that he was not sure ex-
actly where this platoon or squad was but rather he heard somecne else say it
was in this general area. All Informants and agents must be questioned to
determine if the information was as a result of his personal observation or
someone else’ observatlon.

Observation: Intelligence collecting agencies must be absolutely
certain that the informant has personally observed what he is reporting before
any evaluation of the information is made, Hearsay information is of little
or no value,

e. Item: Immediate exploitation of information.
Discussion: Prisoners of war have tactical information that is of
immediate value to the capturing unit. On several occasions, this battalion

was able to capitalize on information obtained from POWs before the POW was -
evacuated from the capturing unit. Due to the nature of this conflict, a POW
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should be thoroughly interrogated at the capturing unit before he is evacuated
if for no other reason than the POW becomes misorientated by the helicopter.
ride to the rear. At the time of capture, the POW can lead U.S. troops to
other enemy locations, At a later time, the POW may not be able to lead U.S.
troops to enemy units merely because he gets so confused by the rapid moves of
a helicopter,

Observation: A MI team should be kept "on standby" at the brigade
level to be lifted to the place of capture for immediate exploitation of any
tactical information. Upon completion of this initial interrogation, the POW
and the MI team should be returned to the rear for further questioning.

f. Item: 106RR,

Discussion: One of the finest weapons to be added to the infantry
arsenal recently is the 106RR "beehive round." The round has a simple but
effective fuze allowing the firer to select muzzle action or a bursting point
as far distant as 3200 meters. A test was conducted at a range of approximate-
ly 300 meters using 25 ammunition boxes spaced over a linear distance of 50
feet and placed in depth 25 feet, Not a single box escaped the strike of at
least one flaschette, Several boxes were hit as many as ten times. Certainly
this round will be extremely effective against groups of personnel at various
ranges, In addition to the anti-personnel round, the standard 106 HEP round
has a casualty producing effect when employed in that role, Due to the accuracy
of the weapons system and high rate of fire, we have successfully employed the
106RR in many roles around IZ Liz area; the flat coastal plain interrupted by
small hill masses offers numerous opportunities for effective employment of the
106mm RR both offensively and defensively.

Observation: The 106RR should be maintained at battalion level for
use as an offensive and defensive weapon against personnel,

g. Item: Use of detonation cord in bunker destruction.

Discussion: Destruction of bunkers is often a slow and tedious job
requiring large amounts of explosives, Frequently a great deal of time is
wasted by destroying one bunker then proceeding with the next., A time saver
is "det cord" as it can be layed between bunkers for hundreds of feet allowing *
the unit to destroy several bunkers simultaneously. Normal demolition proce-
dures are used with the line of "det cord" forming the ring main or main line
of the charge. The individual bunker charges are placed on the various branches.
The charge is double primed and detonates almost 1nstantaneously due to the
high detonation velocity of "det cord."

Observation: The employment of large amounts of detonation cord in
bunker destruction is justified by the time it saves 1n placement of individual
charges.

h, Item: Target morking with the:C&C ship.,

mp——

Discussion: One of the most important uses of "Charlie - Charlie" is
as a target marker. Due to the location of the C&  over most contact areas, it
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is frequently the first one to spot enemy movement into or out of an area.

At present, there are two courses of action open to the C&C staff. One, to
verbally direct the ground element or gunships to the target or, second, mark
the target with smoke. As verbal directions are difficult to give and often
confused, it is by far best to fark with smoke. Dropping smoke from a C&C

at altitudes of over 1000 feet is at best a hit and miss propositionj therefore,
the best solution is to "go low level" and mark. Needless to say, the slower
Delta model used for C&C ships is more vulnerable to ground fire than the gun-
ships so the aviation personnel object to these low level target marking runs.
An obvious solution would be to mark from high level. This can be accomplished
if a set of white phosphorous marking rockets, such as used by forward air
controllers; were installed on each C&C. The HU1Ds have the capability of ac-
cepting installation of these rockets as well as the electrlcal circuitry nec-
essary for the pilot to fire them.

Observatlon: A need exists for a method of target marking from the
C& and the white phosphorous rocket will f£ill that need. Installation of
these rockets could probably be accomplished at 1Z Montezuma.

i. Item: XM~-148

Discussion: The combination >f the M=16 and the XM-148 grenade
launcher has proved completely unsatisfactory. The addition of the 4Omm
grenade launcher to the rifle resulted in a decrease in both rifle and grenade
fire power and accuracy. The sight of the grenade launcher attachment is near-
ly impossible to use but even worse is the cocking lever and trigger, They
rarely, if ever, function easily and smoothly. Loading of the weapon is most
inconvenient, in addition to being clumsy. The overall fire power of the rifle
squad has been reduced by issue of the XM=148, The weapon is most difficult
-to maneuver in the thick vines of the jungle and bamboo clumps. The many
protrusions are constantly catching in the thorns and vines making it impossible
for the soldier to use either the M=16 or the 4LOmm grenade launcher,’

Observation: The XM-148 weapons system is a failure and grenadiers
should be rearmed with the M-79.

j.. Item: Aircraft availability. .
4

Discussion: The reaction capability of our supporting helicopters
has been outstanding., On several occasions, the 174th Aviation Company has
scrambled 6 = 8 HUIDs in a few minutes to support an exp101tat10n of newly
gained intelligence. However, when the helicopter requirement is greater than
the 174th can muster, the response is necessarily less. On 25 July we gained
a significant bit of intelligence that required the immediate commitment of two
rifle companies. At 1430 hours we alerted the brigade S3 Air for the require-
ment of a simultaneous 1lift of these rifle companies., Total personnel in the
1ift would be 204 which would require 34 HU1D helicopters. At 1630 hours,
CO, 174th notified the battalion that he had 17 ships available and recommended
that we go on that basis, which we did, A/1-14 was lifted at 1642 and touched
down at 1649, A/2-35 was lifted at 1700 and touched down at 1709. . Only 17.1lift
ships were used, The time required to marshall 17 1ift ships was two hours. In
spite of the time required, the operation was a success,
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Observation: The rapid marshalling of helicopters in the direet
support, - company -is-easily"~ agcompl}shcd but once the lift requirements exceed
that of the DS company, the response timgs become too great for immediate
tactlcal commltment s

S g ey

! k, Items Timing of aerlal resupply Operatibns**«:

Dis ussi Following nprmal behav1or patterns, units will develop* .
patterns bT acizvggy in resupply operations which will have an impact on tactie
cal operatiggs.‘ The practice of accepting’ resupply at a night defensive perime
eter location plnp01nts the actual locatlon to the .enemy, denies the frlendly
unit the adxantage ‘of surprise in establlshlng the dgfense, ‘and increases the
vulnerabjlity of helicopters by establlshlng flxed patterns of actlvity Wthh
are predlctable to the enemy, : _ o

Observation Resuggly of tactical units, other than those fixed to a
specific Iocafion By a tactical requirement, should be accompllshed on"an ir-
regular’ basis, varying the patterns in g Fandom’ manner, - Unlbs should d;splace,
éven if iny a_shert distgnce, after accepting resupply.

' },' Item: Use of 60mm mortars 1n rifle gompanles,

: Dlscu351on' When mancuver;ng on foot, and espec1ally over d;§f1cult
terrain where resupply may be anly by airdrop, the rifle companles frequently
have a requlrement for a light organic mortar, capable of being man-¢arried.
The 60mm mortar has proved very successful as.a man=carried. wgapon, supplement-
ing the M7?9 - XM 148 LOmm copability., The mortar, bipod, baseplate, ‘and sight.
can be carried by a team of three men., Ammnition can be carried, one_round
per individual, by all personnel in a rifle platoon, This proved successful
uging ¢aptyred fOmm mortars, with the task of carrying the ammunition being
gggﬁ Q& hi@ugg . ;fle p&apogpq% ?he ;pggy ayailability of an organic

&{ nEhe P t ' ag 0" b8 Vepy- datipabli whep the gompany was
;ggp :Lgs Beparated from GLher elementn of he hatkalion by & ponaideyenls
€8y

Qbservation: The rifle battalion headquartepg company should contain
two three-man 60mm mortar teams, to be used as attachments to rifle companies
operating on terrain, or under tactical conditions which preclude the introduc-
tion of the 81mm mortar when desired.by the commander,

m. Item: Ground air signal strobe light.

wanrmm-Phsewssiont A battery powered high-intensity strobe light, which
emits a brilliant flash of light at approximately one-second intervals is pro-
vided in aircraft crew emergency items for signaling. The light is visible
even during daylight, and is clearly visible at night over distances up to L -5
kilometers, The light is provided with a shield, so that it may be employed as
a highly directional signaling device, The entire device is about the size of a
first aid packet. When used at night, the strobe light provides a lightyeight,
compact meens of 1ndant1fy1ng Ianding gongs orvdrop zones to ircraft,

i
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Observation: Each tactical unit which may be required to operate
separately, zsqnad,’LRRP, special detachment) should be equipped with one
ground to air emergency strobe light for signaling. Resupplies of batteries
should be maintained in the supply system,

n. lItem: Airlift of packs and unit equipment.

Discussion: To decrease the load carried by the individual soldler,
it is frequently practical to collect all individual packs, specialized equlp-
ment (starlight scopes, trip flares, intrusion detection devices), unit equip-
ment (mortars and ammunition; recoilee. rifles and ammunition) at first light,
returning them to the unit near the night defensive location prior to estab-
lishment of the defense, This enhances the ground mobility of the individual,
lessens heat fatigue, and maintains a better overall combat posture., Adoption
of the technique also permits the introduction of more and heavier weapons near
& planned defensive position, as well as specialized items such as starlight
scopes and intrusion detection devices that would otherwise be at the marginal
weight limit for the soldier to carry. To expedite liftlng of equipment,
storage during the day, and return at night, a cargo .net may be utilized for
each platoon, The packs and equipment being placed, in the net at the beginning
of a tactical move, lifted to a secure area during the day, and returned 1ntact
at or near the defensive p031tlon at the close of the march,

E Observation: Cargo nets should be authorlzed for use in extraction
: and return of a maneuver platcon's squipment when the tactical situation peiwdts.

o, Item: Ammnnition resupply packets,

Discussion: After a firefight, the requirements of small arms am-
munition, grenades, and similar Class V items may be reasonably predicted based
on time in contact and the size of the force employed. A '"package" of all
normal types of Class V items suitable for a platoon can be established, and
several of these "packages" stocked at the battalion trains area., When a fire-
fight develops, an immediate ammunition resupply can be made available. The
"package" can be rigged for sling load, and carried under a UH-1D aircraft for
-low=level drop or touch-and-go dellvery, thus reducing the time the alrcraft
may be exposed to ground fire,

Observation: "Packages" of selected Class V resupply items should
be prepared for sling load aircraft, and maintained at battalion tralns area
to provide an immediate Class V resupply capabllity.

p. Item: Depth for commitment of blocking forces.

Discussgion: Experience in actions conducted in the Due Pho area
indicate that the enemy can achieve a very high speed of withdrawal when he
believes he is faced with a vastly superior force. Efforts to position a '
blocking force will hinge on the time that the force is introduced in relation-.
ship to the time when the enemy recognizes the requirement for a withdrawal.

Ag a general rule, when the axlg of withdrawal can be accurately predicted, the
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blocking force should be introduced between 1500 - 2500 meters of the point
of contact. Introduction at a point closer to the point of contact may
permit some enemy to escape, and may limit the use of supporting fires
between the attacking and the blocking force.

.. Observation: Blocking forces should be introduced as far (up to
2500 meterss from the point of contact as it may be practical to predict
the enemy withdrawal routes.

Q. Iitem: Use of air and armored cavalry.

Discussion: The combination of the aerial surveillance and
target acquisition capability of helicopters with the ground mobility,
armor protection, and heavy fire power of armored cavalry has proved to
be a combination which maximizes the advantages of both, In pursuit opera-
tions the two elements are particularly effective.

Observation: As a matter of SOP, air cavalry should be married
with armored cavalry whenever enemy contact develops.

r. JItem: Stitching on jungle fatigues.

‘Discussion: Some models of jungle fatigues have the seams sewn
on the ‘inside, to give the exterior a more finished appearance. This
leaves a progectlng hump of material on the inside. When the individual
soldier perspires, the uniform tends to cling to him, and the interior
seams rub sore spots on the skin in contact.

Observation: Seams on tropical fatigues should be sewn on the
outside, leaving a smooth interior,

s. Item: Interpreter requirements.

Discugsion: In tactical operations in populated areas interpreters
are essential to proper conduct of search and destroy, search and clear,
and village search operations. Interpreters are required with each separate
unit that may encounter indigneous personnel, or whlch may have ARVN, RF,
or PF forces attached.

Observation: Interpreters should be assigned to each maneuver
‘plateon. ‘
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. lItem: Disposable containers,

-Discussion: Normal resupply of water is accomplished for companies
having aerial resupply through the use of metal 5 gallon cans, Hot rations
are fed using mermite cans, In both cases the empty containers must later be
extracted by hellcopter, in some cases the extraction may be delayed by weather
or non-availability of aircraft, thus delaying the movement of that portion
of the tactical unit-required to secure the landlng zone s

s 'Ogggrvatigg A disposable water container and a disposable food con-
tainer should be supplied to preclude the necessity for lifting out empty food
and water containers. :

| 1 8 Item: Conmmicationa capabilitn.ea in command and control helicopters.

. Disgugs;ggt During combat opera.tions a requirement exlsts for per-
_'sdnnel in the airborne command group to monitor and transmit traffic on the
battalion command net, the battalion air ground net, the brigade command net,
and the artillery fire direction net. Occasional requirements for a capability

~ to monitor and transmit on other nets will exist. The battalion commander.

~ needs to be able to selectively monitor all or each separate net. Additionally,

& requirement exists for the battalion commander to talk to the aircraft pilot,

- ‘and to the artillery liaison officer. On many occasions it will also be nec~-

~ essary to be able to talk to other members of the airborme command group, Cur-
rent communications capabilities. available permit one man to monitor one radio,
and unless employing the aircraft intercom, the passengers can commnicate only
by shouting at each other,

Observation: Radio-intercom systems should be installed in the
command and control helicopters.

v. lItem: 4.2 inch mortar booster charge.

Discussion: About 1 July 1967 the new M329A1 4.2 inch mertar round
was issued in various lot numbers. It was soon discovered that at ranges
under 1400 meters the dud rate exceeded 30%. At ranges over 1400 meters, the
dud rate was normal, With a little experimentation, the dud rate of the M329A1
round at ranges under 1400 meters was reduced to normal, This experimentation
" consisted of replacing the booster charge (shotgun shell) on the new round with
the booster charge from some old ammunition. Naturally this po:mts out that
the new shotgun shell apparently burns at a slower rate resultmg in insufficient
- setback to arm the round at short ranges.

Observation: The new M329A1 ammunition should only be fired at ranges
which exceed 1400 meters saving the old M329 ammunition for the shorter ranges.
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2., LOGISTICS.
a, Jltem: Breakfast.

Discussion: Feeding a breakfast meal to the front line troops con-
tributes immensely to their health, morale and combat effectiveness. This
can be accomplished with the TOE mess equipment on hand if all elements of
each company are at one location which is, of course, dependent on the
tactical situation, If the platoons are at separate locations, this opera-
tion is complicated because the battalion is authorized only thirty three
mermite containers., Breakfast is transported by helicopter to the units at
0545 and then the empty mermite containers are picked up prior to the unitts
departure for their operations.

Observation: Supplying the forward elements with hot breakfast
1nereaaes their combat effectiveness and morale and can be accomplished
if each company is in one location in the morning, Additional mermite
containers would allow this to be accomplished under any circumstance,

b, Item: Ice.

Discussion: Providing the individual soldier in the field with a
quantity of ice on a daily basis is a tremendous morale factor. The battal-
ion receives an average of eighteen hundred pounds of ice daily., The bat-
talion then stores the ice as well as possible and makes every effort to
send it forward only after the elements close at their night location, Un-
fortunately; the storage facilities of the battalion!s trains area are in- ,
adequate to keep the ice until it leaves the area. Also, no storage facilities
are available for the ice in transit to the field., Therefore, each individual
receives less thah half of his authorized three pounds per day. .

_ Observation: Daily resupply of ice to the individual in the forward
area is a tremendous morale factor. Every effort is made to get the ice to
the field, but this effort is hampered by a lack of proper storage facilities.

ce Item: Battaiio‘h ASP.

, Discussion: During thie reporting period the battalion has operated

in the area of Duc Pho. During this period all resupply of munitions and
demolitions had to be brought eight kilometers over a road from the nearby
beach. This road was mined and had to be manually swept each morning: These
factors caused uhacceptable delays processing both normal and emergency requests
for ammunition and explosives. A simple solution to the problem is to build

a bunker for ammunition and explosives. This would be stocked with enough
ammunition and demolitions to supply the battalion's needs for twenty four

hours and enough to fill resupply requests resulting from small contacts.

.Observation: Delays in resupply of ammunition and explosives can

be eliminated through the construction and stocking of a battalion ammo
bunker near the resupply pad at the trains area.
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d. Item: Combat losses and deadlined items.

Discussion: The 725th Maintenance Battalion has established a float
to enable them to DX such items as radios which have been deadlined and tuthed
in for repair, This system is excellent and has minimized the length of time
the front line soldier is without the equipment, However, there is no such
float system for combat loss items, The resulting situation is typified by
this example from Charlie Company which turned in a PRC 25 radio as combat
loss in late March 1967 and still Las. not received a replacement at the
end of this reporting period. This has unacceptably lowered the communications
ability of this unit.

Observation: That the plan employed by the 725th Maintenance Battal-
ion to temporarily replace items of essential equipment that are on deadline
is highly successful., It could be profitably used to temporarily replace
items of combat loss,

e, ltem: Const;uction of bunkers,

Discussion: During the reporting period the upgrading of bunkers
has been of primary interest to this unit because of the approaching monsoon
season, It is imperative that these bunkers be completed before the monsoon
season because it will greatly affect the tactical operations of this unit
and troop comfort and welfare. o

Observation: The effort to improve the bunkers in the battalion's

permanent firebase and trains area has been hampered due to lack of sufficient
building materials, :
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Part 11, Recommendations

a, That attachment be the normal method of allocation of resources
whenever the assignment is to be over extended distances or periods of time.

b, That training in search techniques be incorporated in the replacement
training school at brigade level.

c. That a five pound charge of explosive be prefabricated with a 30 second
time fuze for use in spider hole destruction.

d. That a more detailed study of each bit of information be made before
it is forwarded to the infantry battalion as intelligence requiring action,

e, That an IPW team be made available upon request from the 1nfantry bat~
talion to be deployed to conduct in the field interrogation of POWs.,

f. That the 106RR be retained at the infantry battalion,

g. That large amounts of detonation cord be obtained for use in bunker
destruction.

h. That a study be conducted to determine the feasibility of installing
marking rockets on command and control helicopters.

i, That the issue of the XM~148 be discontinued and that the grenadiers
be rearmed with the M-79.

j. That contingsney planning be based on realistic reaction times for
helicopter support.

k. That resupply of units be conducted at various times throughout the day.

1. That two 60mm mortars be obtained for issue to each infantry battalion
to be further attached to rifle companies as the tactical situation permits.

m, That 50 air emergency strobe lights be obtained for each infantry
battalion for use in signaling,

n. That sufficient extra cargo nets be procured to allow each rifle
platoon to keep one permanently for use in lifting its packs and equipment. -

0, That a study be conducted to determine what type and in what amounts
ammunition packages can be prepared at the forward ASP for immediate delivery
to a rifle company. '

P That>blocking forces be committed generally 2500 meters from the point
of contact along the most likely route of enemy withdrawal,
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q. That an air csvalny troop be madc¢ avallable to the 3d Brigade
Task Force to pe employed in connection with operational requirements in the
Duc Pho - Mo Duc area.

r. That seams of the jungle fatigues be stitched on the outside to
prevent rubbing of the soldier's skin.,

S That additional interpretérs be obtained to permit semi-permanent
assigmment of one to each maneuver platoon.

EN
,

That a study be conducted to develop a disposable food and liquid
conta.nsr suitable for field use.

2. That a radio-intercom console be installed in each command and control
helicopter,

7. That the 1 M329A1 107mm ortar round be reevaluated to determine the
causes of the high dud rate exp-rienced at ranges less than 1400 meters,

2, ILOGISTICS.

¢. That the battalion be issued twenty additional mermite containers
to enahle hot breakfast to be served to thHe front line troops even when
plateins are operating separately.

be That an additional storage facility be provided the battalion
capable of mtoring one thousand pounds of ice and a container be-developed
to store small quantities of ice during transport to the forward area,

n. Tha* a battalion ammunition dump be constructed near the trains
resupply pad and stocked with emough munitions and explosives to meet small
emergency requests and one day's normal supply.

d. Thot u s4udy S8 sonducted to determins the feasibility of replacing
combat loss items from the established maimtensnce float,

1 Incl / NORMAN L. TILLEK, SR.
Combat Operations After ITC, Infantry
Action Rerort for Mortar Commanding

Attack on 1Z Liz, 12 Mar 67
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DEPARTMENT OF THE' ARMY
He-dquarters, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry
APO Sgn Francisco 96355

AVDC_C_CTB ' 13 May 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report for Mortar Atteck on 12
liz, 12 May 1967

TO: Commanding Officer
3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96355

1, 'Na.me of Operation: Mortar Attack on IZ Iiz (Operation MATHEUR).
; .

2, Date of Operation: 1223hOH ~ 130900H May 1967

v

3, Iocation: Duc Pho District, Quang Ngai Province, RVN.

Le Task Organization:

Co A C/3-l Cavalry
‘ Recon/2-35 Infantry
Co C (—)
1 Plat RF/PF ’ Bn Control
‘ HHC
Tm Strunk Hv Mort
C/2-3L Armor (~) 106 RR Section

2/C/2-35 Infantry C/2-9 Mry,(DS)
5¢ (?anmand and Control Headquarters, _ .
a, Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 35th Infanf,ry.
b, Company A;, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, .
ce Reconnaissance Platoon, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry,
d, Troop C; 3d Battalion, Ath Cavalry, _ .
e. Battery c; 2d Battalion, 9th ‘rtillary.
6. Suppoxfting Forces, 7
a, 2d Battalion, 9th Artillary,
b, USAF |
ce 174th Aviation Company -

7. Intelligence; Current INISUM,




8, Execution:

a, At 122345H May 1967, the 2d Bn, 35th Inf Fire Support Base
(FSB) located at 1Z LIZ,  vic BS 755431 received 35-40 enemy mortar rounds
from five positions east, northwest, southwest, and west of I1Z 1IZ, The-
initial enemy rounds landed in the saddle of 1Z liz where C Btry, 24 Bn,
9th Arty was located, Two enemy rounds landed in one of the howitzer
positions, hitting the howitzer and the communications bunker. The crew was
injured and the howitzer damaged, The round which hit the ammo bunker caused
large secondary explosions which further damagéd one other howitzer and
totally destroyed the howitzer in the position,

b, Approximately four other enemy mortar rounds fell inside the
perimeter in the vicinity of the artillery position where it appeared that
the main attack was directed, Efforts to shift the mortar fire to the 106RR
position to the north of the artillery position proved futile and accounted
for the remainder of the mortar fire, There appeared to be little effort
made to the south of the artillery where the Battalion CP and an additional
106RR position was located, ‘

¢, Counter mortar fires were initiated as soon as the first
rounds landed and were increased as muzzle flashes were observed in the
five different areas, Indirect fires:from the 81lmm and 4.2 mortar sections
at 1Z Liz were employed; in sddition, C/2-9 Arty and the 106 RR Séctions
of the 2-35 Inf provided direct fire on the enemy mortar positions. The 50
+Cal-MG's of C/3-L4 Cav flanking the nrtillery position raked the enemy mortar
positions,: While artillery fire from the 2d Bn 9th Arty was directed by the
battalion artillery liaison officer, By 130CO1H May 1967, armed helicopters
from the 174th Aviation Company were on station and firing at the obse.ved
tube flashes, They received automatic weapons fire from several positions
to the northwest and west of 1Z liz, These were effectively engaged at 130001H
May, the armed AC-47 arrived on station, Spooky was also fired on by the )
enemy which only served to locate the enemy positions (BS750410 and BS735436),

d, At 130200H, Company A(-) departed 1Z liz in order to reestablish
contact with the enemy., At 130245H, Co A (-), under the canopy” of light
provided by the USAF flareship, detained one NVA, vic BS734427, who was -
attempting to change from his wmiform into civilian clothing, At 130545H,
vic BS740434, Co A (~) observed three individuals leaving a hut, Pursuing’
the three, Co A (~) captured one who wore black pajamas beneath white psjtnas,
In a further search of the area, the two platoons located two 60mm mortar
‘positions which had been recently used and-which cont-ined NV:\ type sandle
prints, The company (~) returned to 12 LIZ, det~ining four other VCS enroute.

e, At 0830H, C/3-L Cav, while making a sweep east of 1Z LIZ,
located three 8lmm mortar positions surrounded by eight one man foxholes,
(One enemy lay dead in the position, a victfm of cownter mortar fire,

9. Results:

a, Enemy loses:

\ o (1) KIAoooooo.Qooo 0000f3

‘(2) WL\..............‘.'.IZ




(3) VC/PW.euieenseseee?
(L) VOSivsuerrerereonch
TotalSeecseessessll

bs Friendly losses

(1) Personnel:

WIA DOW
(8) A/2-35 Inf L 0
(b) Recon/2-35 Inf 1 0
(c¢) C/3-4 Cav 1 1
(d) C/2-9 irty B o
Totals 10 1

.

(2) Equipment losses
(a) 105mm Howitzer (@estroyed)e o o o o o o o« «

(b) 105m Howitzer (damaged). * o & ¢ o o o

1
-1
(C) M-16 Rifle (drestroyed)... I '.-‘-...-" L

1

(d) MOMG (destroyed)......o...-o

- 10, Summary and nalysis:

The 2-35th Inf FSB at 1Z liz received 35-40, 82mm mortar rounds
from approximately five positions, The attack was short, lasting about 10~
12 minutes and was extremely accurate, Only when the enemy tiied to shift
fire to new targets did the rounds fail to hit the perimeter,

The two suspects detained by 4/2-35 after thé ~ttack were interr-
ogated and determined to be one Viet Cong and one NV, Information learned
revealed that elements of the 219th Main Force VC Unit, combined with at
least one NVA platoon (uhit unknown) came fram the west to attack a US Base
(1z Iiz), The MVA platoon carried two mortars (caliber unknown), The force
later coherced twelve indigents to carry dead and wounded from the battle
area, One of the prisoners detained by 4/2-35 reported he carried two
enemy de~d and two enemy wounded to the west (location unknown) from where
they were later moved south,

Since there was no other contact in the area of operation on that
evening it can be concluded that the above force was the one which attacked
LZ 1iz with mortars, It is highly probable that the high volum of fire and
quick reaction to the attack aborted a ground attack by the enemy, .




_3,4

11, Iessons learned
ae Item: Weapons Sight for crew served weapons (starlight Scope)

be During the attack the 106 RR sections were used very effectively
against the enemy mortar positions; however, they could have been much more -
effectively used had they been able to employ the starlight scopes for crew
served weapons, Due to the positioning of the 106 RR they were ablé to '
adjust "Burst on target" to bring effective fire against the enemy, Of
course they could not fire until after the enemy had fired and then it was
extremely difficult to determine exactly where the mortars were lotated,
The tube flashes are a dead giveaway but they last only an instant, Had the
106 BRR had the starlight scope weapons sight, t.hey may have been able to
locate the enemy positions prior to the enemy's initial round but even more
important is the fact that mortar flashes séen through a starlight scope -
are easily identifiable and readily located, Once the enemy fires one round,
the starlight scopes could be used to bring extremely effective fire
directly into the enemy mortar position perhaps enabling the 106 RR to
obtain a first round hit, Even if the 106 RR does not obtain a first round
hit with the starlight scope, the first round will be close enough to upset
the mortar or sights and at least cause the crew to take cover thus prevent.
ing accurate mortar fire,

ce Recommend that starlight scopes be m~de 1mmed1ately available
to employ on 106 RR as night firing devices, :

/8/ Clinton E. Granger
CLINTON E. GR"'NGER
LTC, Infantry
Commanding
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BEN G. CROSBY
MAJ, Infantry




