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s *the point had ]ust ters for the'inou, SULOabkYy”
. a draw. That’s when sure that the other casua1t1es had men
me——they had contact to help them, and continued to tend
k off running, and cheer up his patients throughout
gotten to. this ditch a grueling three-day march to safety.
led ‘get down! Zingo: Doc - Becomes Patient
1g rip through my hel- - When the patrol finally reached
; it was like last time, an. evacuation point, ‘Doc¢’ Scott
just:the same. The first stayed with the wounded on their
unced my head a little way to the hospital—this time as a
: patient himself.
I: The Blood : “They thought I was a bad case,”
I reached up and there he admits. “I felt real good out there
lood, so I stayed down the first day, but when I got to-the
‘tock. T was there for hospital, I just about passed out.”
»us—-unconsclous for a -The bond between a combat
1€, . medlc and the men he treats is a close -
e’ the set up ‘a pen- “one,éven in the relative  security of
that:: mght the . NVA‘ - a firebase. He is the man the consult
coms : (grenades) .. and. before going on sick <call; the. man
:said * there were. B40s ' who reminds them to take malaria =
nd smper ﬁre all mght' “pills. and hang mosquito netting, the '
: man who keeps an eye on field sanita-
111 dazed by a bad scalp "tion, the . man who gives refr%her :
-Scott went on working " classes in first aid. Their welfare is
ight, rescuing and treat- - hig direct concern—and they khow it.
ided by enemy fire. - . :"And sometimes a medic does noth-
t:+.morning, racuation ' ing “more than Slt and hsten sym_,
tied . to reach’the patrol.. pathetlcally . i
wooviEven | if youre feelmg ﬁne,”
*Dge’ Scott says,’ _“1t always hel
-.+have someone who’s willing to* ten
: ' i+to.all your- gripes.. Iguasa‘ot‘of'j¢jz’~
he said. “So took off »-the."time that's " one ' of the: ”.most,,_ ,
' = important . thmgs we do” : o
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THEY DON'T TOTE black bags
or deliver babies, but to the men
they treat in the field, the .combat
medic is the war’s equivalent to an
old-fashioned country doctor. &

- In theory, combat medics admin-
ister only first aid. Yet, in the jungle
they quickly learn to treat almost
anything from the common cold to
jungle rot:  and malana shrapnel
wounds and shock.

“They get really astute at diag-
nosing what they find—they become
the real doctors of the battalion,™
declares Captain Steven J. Soper of

Independence, Mo., a battalion sur-

‘geon with the Famous Fourth Divi-
sion’s 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry. -

“Work Means Life Or Death

aid - skills  often mean .the-
“between ‘life and death. - ¢
~...“The way we fight here,”;

"Soper notes, “I rarely see a cntlcallyv
‘injured man, The medic is the first to
~-see him, ‘and then- he’s  evacuated by
hehcopter directly. to the hospital.”. -~

Knowing. that . 'the lives; of his

‘meter.
dropped - ‘Chicoms . (grenades) . and.
i~ some - people -said * there were, B40s

i;hot at. us, and smper ﬁre all mght‘
“long ‘

‘fCaptam «

firefights within 10 days—and came
back both times with his steel hel-
met shattered by enemy rounds.

“On that last -mission,” ‘Doc’
Scott recalls, “the point had just
gone through a draw. That’s when
they yelled for me—they had contact
up front. I took off running. .

“Pd just gotten to this ditch
when they yelled ‘get down! Zingo:
I felt that thing rip through my hel-
met. I thought it was like last time,
because it felt just the same. The first
time it just bounced my head a little

bit. : :
Felt The Blood :
“This time I reached up and there

‘was a gob of blood, so I stayed down
_ behind that rock. I was there for
- ~about six. hours—-—unconscxous for a
: “Because- these “country:’doctors”:
»usually work far: from: . professional -
medical help or equipment, their first :°

,;dyifference, o

lot.of that time, -
© “Meanwhile" they set up a pen-
Then* that  night - the NVA

Though stlll dazed by a bad scalp

fwound, ‘Doc’ Scott went on working
. through the night, rescuing and treat- .

.ing men wounded by enemy fire.
~ friends - depend : on’:him, =&’ ?combat,.,\g_s;_sf
" _medic routmely pltches in wherever
“the fighting - is". .deadliest, -and keeps:‘*-“
. gomg ‘when ‘other men ‘can’ quit. "
Thus it -wasn’t . unusual . when_
‘1 Specmhst 4 'I’ed Scott -of Springfield,
‘Mo., a medic with the 1st. Battahon'

35th Infantry, took part in two']u‘ngle

‘The - next - morning, .. évacuation
hehoopters tried . to reach “the  patrol .,

‘to bring out the wounded.: ‘But dense .
- forest - blocked -all - ‘approaches. - The
-only way out was on foot.

“We' knew what kind .of; sti'tuatnon

'we were in,” he said. “So we took off .

‘humping. There were men T'wouldn’t
S ( i, ‘-‘-"‘,‘:q.;

have told to walk three steps. But
they were determined to get out of
there.”

, The wounded medic arranged lit-
ters for the most seriously hurt, made
sure that the other casualties had men
to help them, and continued to tend
and cheer up his patients throughout
a grueling three-day march to safety.

Doc -Becomes Patient

When the patrol finally reached
an. evacuafion point, ‘Doc¢® Scott
stayed with the wounded on their
way to the hospital—this time as a
patient himself.

“They thought I was a bad case,”
he admits. “I felt real good out there
.the first day, but when I got to the
hospital, I just about passed out.”

-The bond between a combat

medxc and the men he treats 1s a close

“one, éven in the relative, security of
. a firebase. He is the man they consult
before going on sick <call;.-the. man

“who .reminds them to take malaria
pills. and hang mosquito netting, the -

 man who keeps an eye on field sanita-

tion, the man who gives refresher -
- classes In first aid. Their welfare is

hls direct concern—and they know it.
~~~~~~ “And sometimes a medic does noth-

mg ‘more than sxt a.nd hsten sym-_

pathetlcally :
-“Even if youre feehng ﬁne,

“Doc’ Scott. says, “it always hel

+have someone who’s willing .to: ten

-to -all your- gripes. I guess a’ IOtF_‘Of"_ :

- the. time :that’s one. of the:

- important, things .we do.” i3
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