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Cacti Blue's ROie:·; 
Big In Mountains 

By SP4 Michael Tousey 
OASIS - In a month-long battle, the 2nd Battalion, 

35th Infantry, drove a NV A regiment from the Chu Prong 
mountains on the east side of Highway 14 about 23 kilo­
meters north of Pleiku. 

Intelligence reports indicated that the enemy re­
giment moved into the area in an effort to interdict vital 

.Highway 14 which links the Famous Fighting Fourth 
Division headquarters and Pleiku with forward units in 
the Kontum area. The area was also being used to stage 
rocket and mortar attacks on the Pleiku area. 

The operation began on March 1 with Bravo and 
Delta Companies moving into the mountains. The Chu 
Prong mountains, about 5,000 
feet high and many with slopes 
approaching 45 degrees, were 
covered with double and triple 
can op y vegetation and thick 
stands of bamboo. This was per­
fect terr.ain for defensive opera­
tions by an entrenched enemy 
familiar with the area. 

Contact was first made 011 

March 2 by Delta Company. In 
the following weeks two or three 
firefights in one day by differ­
ent elements of the battalion 
was not an unusual occurrence. 

On the 7th, Alpha and Bravo 
Compames combined to defeat 
an unkllown size enemy force 
which left 11 enemy bodies. In 
two separate fights, Delta and a 
Recon Pbtoon each accounted 
for one NV A kill. The Recon 
Platoon then ended the first 
week of the battle by finding an 
ammunition cache containing 
----·---------

ulle·fs In 
Trap, Not 
For Lo·ng 

POLE! KLENG - Rdurning 
from a platoon-sized operation, 
the 4th Platoon from the 1st Bri­
gade's Company B, 1st Battal­
ion, 8th lnfalltry, spotted three 
enemy attempting to spring a 
trap from a bomb crater. 

Spet:ialist .i David Hutd1ins of 
San Rafal'!, Calif., the pointman. 
al~rtL·d thL· ~,J~1to<>n ,.,;.,.._ · 

<-I '" •,.. • 

300,000 AK47 rounds, almost e­
nough ammo to supply two bat­
talions with a basic load. 

The Recon PJ9toon was again 
instrumental in an action which 
brought the battle to an end on 
the 29th. Ten NVA bodies were 
found after the fight. 

The impressive statistics for 
the month are indicative of the 
2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry's 
aggressiveness in the Chu Prong 
mountains. The Cacti Blue ac­
counted for 65 enemy bodies. 

The battalion captured 25 
AK47 rifles. Also recovered were 
111 60mm and 19 82mm mortar 
rounds with 126 ignition car- (Conti 
tridges for 60mm mortars and his M79 
164 fuses for mortars. "I got 

In addition to the destruction price of 
of a battalion command ·post cialist El 
and battalion-size aid station, ·told to m 
the month saw the Cacti Blue the ridge 
destroy eight tunnel and cave stream. 
complexes and numerous bunk- NVA had 
ers, foxholes and fighting posi- round. He 
tions. few feet, 

But most important, the NVA As Spe · 
regiment's sanctuary and base to. puU­
of operations were damaged ~·:·,•more NV 
a:1c.l complete use of the area cover and 
was denied to the enemy. The cate his 
attt:mpt tu cut Highway 14 rounds kn 
never materialized and pressure enemy sol 
was lessellt:d in the Pleiku area. Again he 
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Cacti Blue Takes A Break 
OASIS - Company barbecues and a visit from movie starlets. 

highlighted a stand-down for the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry at 
the Oasis. 

A carnival atmosphere prevailed throughout the three-days­
of the Cadi Blue stand-down. Each com]Jany had a barbecue, the 
IJ!ost popular feature of which w;,s charcoal broiled steaks. 

"The best part of all, though," according to Specialist 4 James 
Pickerill, of Lyons, Kan., a member of the Delta Company Mor­
tar Platoon "was the chance to forget war for a few days. No 
patrols, 110 'guard duty. We just acted like it was peace time.'.' 

Although tllL' primary purpose of the stand-down was to provide 
the Cacti Blue with a ·well-earned break after ten months m the . 
field, the days also afforded au opportunity tu solve numerous 
administrative difficulties. 

The Divi,ion Composite Personnel Team handled finance and 
personnel records problems. Problems with equipment were taken 
to Maintenance Contact Teams. To the chagrin of some, all shot 
records were Lrought up to date. . . 

A mobile PX visited the battalion area and was immediately 
busy selling cameras, film, radius, and tape ~ecorders. 

The new cameras and film were put tu unmediate use when 
the batLaliun \I as visited b) Sluron Hillyer, . Suzann .Brent'. and 
Sharon fllullikin, three very Leautiful and friendly girls WJth a 
touring USO sliuw. . 

Other ac.:tivities crowded the calendar for the three days the 
Cacti Blue spent at the Oasis. Volleyball and f.ootball were popular. 
but writiug letters home filled most of the tune. Many took. full 
advantage of the privilege tu sleep at any time of ~he day or mg.ht. 

At thL· conclusion of lhl' stand-down, the Cacti Blue executive 
officer, J\lajor Dennis 1'11. lJuggan of Honolulu, pronounced the 
operation a success. 
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5"1tge Drops 
Lone Enemy 

H:GHLANDEll HEIGHTS 
St:..1f Sergeant Eliezer Ayala of 
New Brunswick, N.J., a platoon 
ser,'.eant with Bravo Company, 
2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry, was 
credited with killing one NVA 
nl'ar Landing Zone (LZ) Penny, 
It'll milt's south of Euntum City. 

l.t'a ving the con1pany per­
iu1c.er to locate a11 ul.Jservation 
pus' (OP) fur his platoon, Ser­
ge<>11t Ayala spotted the NVA 
and fired at him The NVA went 
dO\;!I. 

'foe !kill was eullfirmed later 
in tiie lby l.Jy an OP team from 
:\Iii.a Cump;rny, 2nd Battalion, 
:J:JtJ. fof:.ntry which spotted two 
,\ \ ,;, carry in.~ a bully on a stret­
cnn improvised out of a ):uncho. 

.. l.illius (Specialist '1 Jack F. 
Cu .. 1..s uf Suuth Barre, Vt.) and 
l Ld just gotten into position. 
,\pp uximately kn minutes later 
\1 e J,'"anl rnovewent," said Pri­
v;itt· l'irst Class Doug Boughton 
ul SLuley, ;\'.Y. "Th~n \le saw 
t11u .''iV,\ L'arrying a third on a 
stn·td.er. 

.. S;,cci;di:.;t Cullins, who saw 
theL1 first, u1Jened U]J and they 
dror·i·l'd the strctchl'r and took 
o:i u1.c of them ran so fast he 
lust ,.:s Lo Chi ,\lmh sarnl:.ds." 
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