
Cacti Gree ve 
By lLT Jamt-s :\J. Cooke 

DCC PHO - .Just another 
clay in Vietnam. 

.Just another patrol. 
A hot day of walking and 

looking along the section of 
beat·h north of hPre known as 
the Gaza Strip. a desolate area 
of abandoned hamHs bleaching 
under the glaring sun. 

For the iniantrymrn of Com­
pany C. bt ilattalion, 35th In­
fantry, it was a familiar scene. 
The\· hurl w&lked this beach. 
srru":;·~ling throw!h tht lot:bt· 
sand and .'na;·i:'. < :!;t·;nsd\'t'' on 
the_.. thor!,y h~Zi~t-row:' H1~ny 
I j ! .1(!~, 

Tlw1 <- ·;:. · · ::-n,n~:· oi the;:: 
'.~:ho ::~1 1 i. ·~·=· ti~·r ~ !n . .\µ:·i! 

when the Viet Cong ruled the 
area as male\'Olcnt despots. l:n­
til fr;· Di\·ision's 3rd Brigade 
arrived, the law was VC law 
as it had been for 20 years. 

l\1any men died here. On:r 
there. one remembers. six \'C 
with automatic weapons at· 
tempted to ambush an hy Di\'i· 
sion platoon. They died right 
there. unsuccessful. 

It has beer. a Ion~ da,·, but 
now th\' sun is aln1ost · !iOtH:. 
Time to rno\·t; to the nb:ht · loca· 
tion. Tahc oif •;our b1=iots an(i 
lie down-~110 mo:·c l1H2l!'rS. 

'f ht cornp:.ny ~om1112nd.:·r. 
Fir.>! Lie itt·narit Holmer Knrnt 
1 Hcp.:·wcl!, \'a.). notlcl·:; a rir;, 
i>in. :\0t r1ti.1<.·!: •if ,: hid;n; p\r,,··:· 

ay 
fur Charlie, but th.:n it pays to 
bt' curious sometime>. 

It docs this timt:'. A grenade 
an:s out of the bin, glancing off 
lLT Kraut';; helmet. llkn scat· 
ter. lL T Kraut switches his rifle 
from the· safe position and 
.-;tarts into the bin. The enemy 
has ot!a·r thoughts. He'~ gt>lling 
out. 

Tlw ~fl fires on..:c. twice .. , 
!1\·c timts. Startk·d, lLT Kraut 
rnbes hi:; :-Ol16. :\ dt::;;:crntc, 
qull'l.: bur~t. 

Ont- \'C l:ilicci in <:ciir:n. :\o 
frit:ndl:; CB3Ualti.::.,, 

~"\cit a b::~ d::J~:. ,L1:-: ~ rvLliine 
pu:-rJ!. 

"'ivu sn0utl! ;;::!YC ~h:i:Ii h1:r(· !n 
.-\ JJ~· i1. 


