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INTRODUCTION 

SYNOPSIS 

"The strip wa.s under Sixt inches of' water. In tha gun 

pits around the field the flood was more than a foot deep. 

/U'ld the gt.ms were there, five of them, five 12.7•a, sat to 

clean the skies of ~ust au.ch birds as t.hase. 

"Bravo had flol'm into the parfaot deadf'all - perfect, 

except for the absence of people. The NVA crews had quit 

their guns to get out of the wet. Bravo 1 s people hopped to 

the guns and went into the perimeter around the air strip~ 

"That night the compaey was hit hard by a battalion of 

Horth Vietnamese, the same battalion that had bean caught 

flat-footed by the arrival of Bravo in impossible weather and 

was now ma.king a desperate bid to recover its guns. The fight 

raged through the nipjlt of 2$/iJy' and with the aid of the other 

battalion of the ;55th flot-m t'rom Oasis ended as a. smash victol'3' 

for TF Walker. It was not easyJ the influx of ;s5th casualties 

t.rulad the capacity of the base hospital at Qui Nhon." (?51267) 

Landing Zone Ten Alta (not. 0 Alpha") had not "once been 

a u.s. aif;itrip" (;1267); lt was a jungle clearing aboutl70 

mat.are wide and ;oo mt.ere long. 

The water was about 16 inches deep, end in the gtm pits 

about four feet deep. 

Bravo Compal73', 2d Bn, ;5th Int' had to fight for those 

guns, killing ~ ~-:vA and capturing three within ndnutea of 

landing. 
' ' /'' 

The big fight took place during the night of 28-29May 1966 

and during the day 29May. It wae fought by TASK FORCE 'I".lSOU. 

~ 



OPE 11A'l'I mr PAUL !Tu:V8 m I 

Operation Paul Rlvc:re I startod 10 ;.ny 1966. "?ha ;)d 

Brigade of tha 25th I:nfant..r.r Dfarteion, co11Dnandad b;t Brit;.n.dier 

General Glo:a."'l. Valker, opomting indopen.dently out of ita base 

cronp at Plaiku, est.abllalwd a fortmrtl busa at OASIS about 25 

ldlometara east of the Speoial li'orcoe Camp a.t DUO co. TJ.i' WALKER 

had the miaeion of ac:reeni11g tha Central Higil.ands for tha 

11 eeesix to seven lNA rsgimants stacksd up across the bordar 

in Cambodia ••• " (.;:260) On. 28 I~ tha Brigade was deployed 

with the 1st. Bn, 35th Inf far to tha south of CHU PONG MOUNTAII~'J 

lat Bn, 14th Inf generally north of CHU FONG, in tha IA DRAHG 

VALLEYJ and 2d Bn, ,55th Int in Area of Operation Number 11, 

soutJt of PLEI WEREIIG Special Forces Camp9 ('Th.a entire area 

of operation for Operation Paul Ravare was subdivided into 

smaller, m.mtbered areas, e•g• Area of Operation (AO) Number 10, 

AO 11, AO 121 eto• Lending zonae within each numbered AO were 

designated with e.n alphabetical suffix to the AO mull.bar, hence 

LZ lOA l-raa th.a first landing zone used 1n AO 10, LZ lOB the 

second, etc•) 

SEIZURE! OF LZ lOA 
I : -

On 28 Mo3' B Oompalzy', 2d Bn1 35th Inf' under Captain Janes 

Maisa.nD wan directed t.o maka an air.nobile a.sea.ult into LZ lOA 

and patrol back e$.8twa.rd toward the batta.lion1a baea in AD 11• 

Be cauae ot the haav;v :morning ground fog which is common to the 
' '' 

Central H1~eJ1,de1 at that tim of year, the landing did not 

take place until naarly llOOhrs• Thl"Ou~ error, the artille17 

preparation: planned, in support:. of the fa1'!ding was fired on 

the \·1rong landing zone. Thie may have been the moat. fortunate 



niota.l::a or the ua1~ as far aa Bravo Compa:..v uas conco rn3d. 

It io believed that the majoriv oi' NVA forces around LZ lOA, 

innodiately upon the start of tho artiller.r preparation at the 

urong LZ, deployed in that direction to enguge the .Amari.can 

forces 'lho would land there following the e.rtillorJ• At e:n::r 

rat.a, the NVA def'a11d.ing 10 ALFA we:re 11ot prepared to receive 

B Compal'W and, with 'the a.id of tactical air strikaQ 1;ere 
I 

quickly routed, al though at the coat of ona platoon leader 

ld.lled and about ten men wounded• 

General \'lallmr, immediately realizing the significance 

of the oa.ptured anti-aircraft waa.pone 1 ordered the ahift of 

let. Bn, ;5th Inf into AO lOe 



HARRATION 

TIIE FORHA'l'IOi'l OF 'l'li' TISOlif 

A Company, J. c~ Dn, 35th Inf, connanded by captc.in Anthoey 

Biaontz, t-ma the battalion reaarve/roaotion force at tho timo 

and was made ilm::ladia.tely available for movemnt into L'. lOA, 

arriving about 160Dhrs• By this time moat of the action in 

the vicinity had ended, althougti about one ldlometer to the 

ea.at an a.nred helicopter uaa downed by grovnd fire. Tha crew 

wo.e extracted by a sister ship e.nd the aircraft bumt on 

impact eo the hastily planned reecue mission of A Co was 

called off• 

The :f.'tnr rama1n1ng hours of dA.yli~1t wore spent in organ­

izing t.he defense ot the LZ• A Oom.paey uns placed 11.llder 

operational control of 2d Bn, ;5th In:t. Major Wallace '!'Jeon, 

the 2d, ;5th 1 s amcutive officer came into tJ.a LZ t.o s.afll.lIDG 

command of' the ·btto companies and with him brou@'lt a hem.-y 

mrtar section from each battalion and the remainder of B eo, 

~5• captain l-hisam had laft his weapons platoon behind 

because of hie original mtsa!on• J.s dusk fell the 28th• 

Task ForcB TYSOll was organized as followat 

TASK FORCE OONTML -

Major Tyson with one re.dio telephone opa1-a.toi­

COMl:OSITE HEAVY !-l>RrAR PJJATOON co-rnmancled by lLT 

Clovis o;. LaFond, heavy mortar platoon leader, let. Bn ;i5th Inf, 

with wo 4•2 :mortars {one from ee.ch bat.talion)~ 

A Oompaey, lat Bn, ~;th Int, w1 th three rli'le platoons 

and one weapons platoon with t.l-ro 81.mm. mort.a.ra. "Fomolen 
! ' : 

strength was about 150 ma~ 

n f"I.~,.,....... 4"")~ 1)..,. 2c:.a.,_ """-'° .. ..a ..... ,_ .L'- - - __..a• - -~ • - _. 



) ·--: 

fc::holo ot.ro:nctoll wos a.bout 110 ::no::.i art..01• tl10 <l.ny 1 s <loa.c:l uud 

l.::eo:to:l 011 the Cn-1.~" piece o:;."' J.r::·, :."OC1.COt1i::CblY' i'll""ci Gl"Ctrrcl in 

t:10 LZ, '' S1Jr:'.ll c!rc1~lu:::- a:"Ca int:~;.; :·::i.C.Jls cif B Co's ooctol'• 

,.,,,,,.nn.......,r•1 !!i .. mn t-tp ·<"l,....._..,.., l"'l1c1 Cl·.~~-~-.!) f'-1_"1·~'.J O.r> .rt' '.'c...., l~·O ... 
;_ 1U - '-' - ~"''"'-' - ·- . ~ f J.~ _:. .I. l..\..L '- "" ' - • - ..... • • - u - ,/.. J. ·• - V • 

tho 9d [Y of the LZ roi.d was lo co..tod 15 to :n i'ee~ into t.lie 

fnreot surrounding tha LZ. 

treti!llla on tha ea.st aide of tho parim't-er were fired b!r 

A Bo.t;tary-1 2d Bnt 9th Arl.111el91J (105nJn, HOlrl.tzer) trhich naa 

located at the 2d I3n :55th Inf bas() ~.n P.O 11• As t.he~,. ·uore 

firing at a.lmoat. ~ ronz_e (~bou't 12000 mt.era) to reaah 

our perl.mtar,. the concent...10S.tions on the '·roatorn side 1:era 

fired by l75tin g1Dl.S located e.t. ruo 00 (nbout 18000 :rooters 

to tho aout.h)~ Due to the thick vegetation and range dis• 



mthci· J.:hn.:.1 obccrvat.ir.:>:n nm1 an a ronult n::mc cf tho c0ncontl"O.tions 

'Ji'( the !28tl1 and otayed br:i.,G1t 1m.til nbmrt. 2~00hrn uhc."1 t..he 
~c·.;.' 

cloudo obocurad it. ~ Ol3Jhre ,.J)ft" the 29t11 the L!ot.onL"'l.rr 

Poat located a.bout 50 motare i.n front. of the 2d Plat.oon of 

A c::>mpacy reported h-:Jarinrr noieas of movar.ient. t,o thoir front. 

Ever.'rom in the Task Foroo wa.o rihrtod and mort-are wore fil'l'ld 

i11t.o ths nroa. A fe111 minutes la.tor they report.ad eeeinr.: t:il)vamant 

to thoir right front, oatirna.tinr it. to be a coml_}e.ey aiza unit. 

Follouine instructions each of the f'our man on the liatening 

post openod full automatic fire with their Hl.6 r!f'lea ond 

drnpped back to tho perimDt.ar~ Al.moat i.rmoodiately tha NVA 

initiatod aeaault fire on the 3d Plntoon•a position along the 

ea.st eida of tha perimeter. 

The dafen.so of LZ TEU ALFA had begun. rnw the NVA a.ttamd 

that n1f:11t and all througj:l the next day is open to quest.ion. 

Maybe, aa s.L.A. Marshall suggests, they lranted to recover 

their valuable nachine @'.'mS (all of \mi.ch ware 1n now condition)• 

Fernape tl-w.1 thou~-fthey could ovarnm the small Amar.Lean force 

in the LZ, or finally, pemapn thay were covering the \rl.thdrawal 

of a. larger force• Whatever their reason, the UVA preeaad 

their attack t·rith a f2natio1sm the:t. awed, but. :navor overca.m, 

t.110 _ ~:;fond.a re. 



foct 

ene~ aeaa.ult. Aft.er the in.tUal f1ri.."'lg slacl;od of-11 Lt. c•eonnar, 

the 3d f1atoon l~e.dor 11ho was ~tting hlo bv.p·t:tcl!I. of fire, 

a.ccomp3.niad i r the fire t-eam les.da1· f'?'Otl t.'13 tr f cr.:nrfod for­

ward of tho pe ritll!te:r :tn an a.tt.e~'lp-t, to fir.J t!ie ~oc:ll1g r~ .. "l~ 

They found him, aorloualy wc·undod, a....:.d. drag.gad him back falSide 

e•'leTIW assault, thio one bet.tar orgu:n!!?isd t.:'lt\."t tho lo.at. Th3 

enetV landers could be heard, ha.:renguing f'..tnir ~olciiers, i'o~cing 

them to a.tta~ Thie assault wa.e preceded h:"' ab'JUt e. 20 round 

mortar be.rrage which :lnpaotad bel'iJ..vid t..lio 3d Pla.toon, at. tlw 

eJu; of' the LZ, en.using no casualties. Thia tbla tho cncrv 



tl10.t tl~c ba..tto :cy position ca:o.:; under s:.::ccll C. l"'DS n.nd mor-i:.ar 

c ttnc!:: at tho c::u::o ti l"~l the o.ttuc!: l:o..c lo.u:nchcd on 'l's~·; Jl.LFA. 

D..t-i.d thc:; mor'l:o.rs ho.cl to olou dom1 thoi:r ruto of' firo. f.'rbndly 

CD.cunlties uore miro.culously lou. 011J.y about four hu<l been 

uou11tlc<l, ru1d one of thasa m:u1 tha man from tha listen.inc poat. 

Tllc cncr:cr a.[O.in roort.u..."'lized, and about. 01.:00hrs launched hio final 

::m.tl a.lurnt ouccassful a:t;recl: of tho i1i6lt. A:.l."'tor the fire:f'i@lt 

i.1r; l'O.Z'.[.3, Lt. o10om10r ini'ormad the company th.at he had received 

·u;)rJ i'l'uw hio \01t flunk that the llVA had pc11etro.tcd the 

"" pcr-.!..1r.;t:J1~ c:t tho coapan;y•s coordilmtinr; point uith Bravo Compa.iw. 



eter and mke sure no ener.:Jy troops had infiltrated tha porimater. 

Lt. 01 Co:ruwr• s group ld.lled several INA rig.11.t at tho ga.p in 

the lime. The !WA evidently ho.ch\ l:nO\m uhare they were; 

at D..Y'JY rate they had failed to eA.-ploit their a.dvnntag.e. Th.a 

gap had been created biJ squad lea.dare in both companies reposi-

tioning their men ui thout coordinating. 

By Oli?Ohrs all firing e:tcept for the nrlille?'IJ had duindled 

to sporadic exchanfff3B of a. few rounds. 81.IJm mortar hi[jl 

e:cploaive ru:mnuni tion traa dangerously low, A Compa.n;v having only 

24 rounde left.1 and B Company - 12 rounda. 'Ihia uae ourofully 

hoo.1"Cled in preparat.ion for the enenr11e next attack. Tha attack 

never com. Instead th.a early morning fog formed; this coupled 

with the tactical situation decided against bringing in the 

medical evacuation and resupply helicopters until a.ftor first 

light. Tho remainder of the night passed quietly. The ;5d 

Platoon of' A OomPa?W, who had almost exolueively bomrf,the 

b:rmit of t.ha n1&ita fi~t.ing, had one ldlled and four wounded. 

Bravo Oompaey had tt'10 man seriously wotmded and tuo slightly' 

DAY IEFENSE 

As dalm broke tha fog start.ad to lift 1n the area, however• 

the HEDEVAO helicopter at Brigade Base :ramainad grounded by 

fog e.t that location• The ;5d Platoon was directed to move 

forua.rd on line to sweep the battlefield of th"l p?"evious night;. 

Thie they did, finding nume?Oue dee.d NVA ooldiers1 weapons 

and equipment~ Attar Lt. 0•0onnar had moved forward about. 

200 metel"B, ha aaxad for a.eeistance in conducting the sweep. 

Lt. Light 1 commanding the lat Platoon on the l'mst side of the 



pe~~t:n•, uaa directed to brin~ half' of' hia platoon across the 

LZ to asoiot tii..a 5d Platoon. The tuo unita linked up and con­

tinued to mreep eaa1:Mai-d4t 

After thoy had moved forward another 200 meters, Lt. o• Comar 

reported fL'l'lding a stack of' 20 anar:w bodiea n.lonr(Pide an 

intermittent streara. At this ti.ma the I:EDEVAC ohip arrived 

and the wounded vare loaded a.board. Just aa the loading uae 

completed, firing atartad east. of the porlrnater in\"8.vo 

Oonpney•a cect.ore Lt. 0 1 Connor uas ordered to immadiately 

pull back to the perimeter ui th Lt. Light. Tho order waa 

acl::nm'l'ledgJd an.d they started to move back. The enenw: fire in 

B Conpan;:r ooctor increaaed but uaa not yet of major proportion• 

Suddenly an intanse firefi&lt broka out in the area in :f'ront 

of A Oomprow, and radio contact. with Lt. 0 1Connar uaa lost. 

Lt. l\alsey1 eonmmding the 2d Platoon, uas ordered to bring 

the major part of hia platoon to the ;d Platoon's sector. At 

this tim 0 1 Comwr•e location we.a not kn.own pracisaly, ao 

Kelsey wao told to move eaat in an attempt to find him~ Almost. 

immediately Kelsey and his 11'.an engaged in o. firefight. '·rith 

about 50 HI/A who ware advancing toward Bravo Company's position~ 

Simultaneously Lt. Light crawled to the compa:n;v commander 

end told him that o•eomer and about 15 men were pinned down 

by a large enanvr force• Light. too had been pinned dmm. end 

wotmded 1n tho head, but by crawling for about. *00 mt.era had 

managed to get back to the perimter• 

l{Bleey was ordered t.o break off engagement and move north 

to assist o•eo~r• Guided by" tt• Ligb.t1 Kelsey's platoon 

qu1ck:4" overwhe~d the emmy force; killing about 20 in the 

prooeaa• o' Oonmr1s group had been hit hard with seven men being 

killed initially• and e1~t or ten others pinned dmm by a heavy 



mc~1ine go...m only 20 feet aua.y. 

Kelney 1 o men covo113d the evacuation of the dead o .. nd wotmded, 

and erierr.r mntcrlal (which included a cmom1 /J.! radio' o:ne heavy 

barrol nachino gun on \·Jheela, tuo li[ht mc..tiine guns and mxmarous 

Af!..47 ASSAULT GlJHS) • Uo ti.ma waa taken to search the enanv dead 

as the oituation in Bravo Oompa.ny 1a cmctor we.a rapidly detariora.t-

ing and it was imperative to re-eeta.blioh tho perimeter~ Tha 

eneny's main assault bogan just about tho t::l:mo I'..elcoy eat to 

the porir:ietor. l{elaey1o men stopped uhere they uoro, rot~ghly 

at a :right OllGle to the pa:rimat3r and start.ad firing a.t the 

flank of the attacking enanw. They +nad thia position 

the reot of thCl day delivering i'la11ldng, enfilade f'i:re a.gninat 

the NVA. Aa the enetW took oover from Bravo Company• o fire to 

their front by crouching behind anthills and treea, Kelsey•o 

man kapt picl:ing them off from the aide. 

The aseault on the aouthea.at eido of the perimeter, in 

Bravo Company's sactol)ha.d not been affected 'b!J the engagements 

of o•eonno:r and Kalaey.t end tha enemy rapidly closed to within 

hand grenade range• The mortars, which were located in the open 

about ;55 mtera behind 'the perimeter were out of action almost 

itmll:>diatal:y as the tire of the NVA cut down tha crews an;rt.1ma 

they manned tho1:r guns. Unable to man their tubos, the :morta.:nren 

becruna rifla~n, soma crawling foruard on their stomachs to :rein­

force the line, othe:rs firing from their mm posit.ions• 

'111e ensnw attack soon apillad over into Al.fa Comparw-•a 

sector and practically- the whole eaataide of the perinlat.er \1S.S 

under attack. Ae aoon ao the initial f'ir-t_ng he.d start.ad the 

a.rtillel.'Y had again baen cnlled and again started 1 ts battery 

voll~J fire, !llOVing north and aou·th in front of tha perimtar 

i.."l 50 and lOOyd. increments. A team of armed helicont.era came 



_1} I 

on otn.tion a.bout 0800hrn and added their support to the dcf'ondcra, 

coortl;~:w.ting their f'ir...ng passes uith the aj,-tillel'"'J• Aleo at. 

this ti.mo a Foi1 ward Air Co11troller arrived a.t the LZ ilt 011 OlE 

a.."l.d baga.'1 circling, a~mi ting tho arrival of' tact.icc.l air auppoi'"i;, 

aircra.£t. •.ruo Al.Es carl"'.{L"'lg rockets, napalu and 20mn crumon 

o.rrivod about 0900hro. The FAO guidod then throut:h the low 

flying clouda on a 11 dr.r 11 paac ovor tha LZ. Thay climbed out., 

circ1Gd 1 m1d it.mJ.ediately catle be.cl: on u sb'lli'fi.ug nm. uhich 

-v;aa vorJ ef1~cotive ce.using an innedia.to slowdown in the re.ta 

of enar.w fire. T'.ae FAO infol""'..i.ldd us that they would drop napalm 

on thair next. pass. A f 3W tlimlt-es pace,)d and then ono of the 

Sl~raidorc brol:a out of the clouda and heo.ded for the LZ fror.t 

tha e::"..aat opposite direction from uhich. he hnd come before, and 

released two napalm tanlr..a directly over th.a mortar position. 

'lhe sG tanks impacted directly into tho Task For ca coa:mid po at 

putting it. temporarily out of action. of app+tely 15 men 

in and around the OP, nona t:ro ld.llod and only two were eer~.ouely 
n~~ 7 

"1&$1 ma D Co'o 1st Sgt and C-enior medic. Six othera uero 

slightly bur.nBd. Tho knee deep '7ater in the LZ had aerved 

to Dllffle the detonation of the napalm and a.lao offered pro­

tection to the nm 1n the OP group. Several had merely sub-· 
~1;f 

mar~d in their water filled y. trenches as tha napalm struck; 

others, though hit by the burning fuel 1 quickly- rolled 11'1 the 

water a;ct.inguishlng tha :f'lamss and suffered only mino-r bumsi. 

The FAC was ill:f'ormed of the accident and 't'la.B a.bla to divart. 

th.a eeoond fighter before it dropped its napa.llll. Tha eauee of 

the a.coidant wo.a later determiwd to be a eombination of factors 

encompaaaing :marginal visibilii:q and pilot error. 

By 100011.rs the enaJJW had lam1chod four full scale attacks 



ra~1$G bof'O:i."C being :ropulned. Ao happened the p1~vious ni@lt, 

each uti:.ack uas preoedeJ lrJ loud ohouting and ac1-otmi.."1.g. td:, 

0110 time the INA sot up a:n. a:~11 mortar i.11 <li;cect vie\; o.:C A 

Compru~~t a OP group, 1mo uo1-o actually on the pcr:l.motcr. 'I'tio 

men Ho1-e assign.ad l\.lspon.sibility- for the ucupon and upcnt -the 

next t~;o hom""S killing 3ach lNA trho e.ttcLlptad to [O ma.r t.J.ia 

mortar. 0'J' this tima f1·iondl;v casualties h1d bor::-1.m. to wun.t 

and ar:W.11 ai"mS rum:n.m1:tion ua.s :running lou. 'l.'lw rwJ.-t.1.1 and woat 

aida of the po:d~·.etu:r, already low in nmJ:;orsJl10.d sent. a.11 but 

heudquarte rs f l'OID. wh.9 re it wa.o distJ.·ibutc: tl <.lom1 tho liM • lu1 

exti:'a me.china @m from A Compa.f\a lbt Plc.toon ua.:; also brou.~rl:. 
a.croaa tu ot:i."Ongi:hen th.a defai'l.Dt.}. A reaupply lu:licopt.cr ha.J. 

been atandi:.'lg by a.waiting a lull in tha i'i@iting uh:i.ch nave1· 

came, rinally whe11 1n:f'o1"t00d that the sii.Aw.tion ua.s critical, 
I 

the pilot voluntea :i:ed to go in with tho re ouppl.y. Acco:.J.prulied 

by tuo gunships to giw supp1·r;saive f'ire, the rosupply was :r.iad.o 

anJ a f :m of the more seriously woundsd we:'3 evacuated. 'rho 

resupply was expensive however. One o:f' tha gunships was hit 

by grotmd f'i:re and had to circle back ond crae..11 lW1d in the 

LZ. The crelr escaped the burning helicopter seconds before iii 

blew up- tlhile all thi~ was goili.g on the e?lalJW lalmched another 

aaaault. Thie too wa.a beaten back aa tho freab. a.:mmunition 

FEIUFOROEl-iE!NT 

B<J llOOhra it appeaNd th.a euanw had given up tryi.ng to 

overrun "'he perinlate:r~ He had not. withdra.\m from tha battlefield 

howi3var, a::i 3l1.Y' ca:relese movement. along the lil'W attrar.r'"ved enoJ!W 



the rGst of t.ha 1st Bn1 35tJ1 Inf, which had been standing by 

at the ai~strip at DUO co. The first lift arrived about noon 
bringing in tha Battalion co, Lieutenant. Colon.al Robert. Kingston, 

the a-;, Major Fradel"ick c. DeLisla t and 0 Colllpal\V camma.11.dad 

by Captain Alvino Cortez. Aa each li:f't of aircraft made its 

approach into the LZ the entire east aide of t.he perimeter 

opeEd up with full automatic fire, peying particular at~ntion 

to tha t.raea from ~:hiah tha helicopt.er crewman h(1d report.ad 

receiving fire. 'lbis ta.otic was evidently successful aa no 

:f'urt.her aircraft ware dotmad by small arms fire. 

The build-up continu8d ra'tlzy 'trl.th little ena:rrw opposition 

until a.bout 14o0hrs when the LZ uaa hit ui th a ntartar attack~ 
\ ~ uK 

""'- helicoptara were unloading at the timB and ~diatel.y 

took off. Ona of the helicopters f'law directly over ona of the 

exploding mortar roundo and settled directly back into the 

LZ. The other three eocaped~ Before the last enemy- round had 

detonated, tha mortars in the LZ began firing counter battery 

fire~ A radio talephona operator on t.he ea.at sida of tha 

parlmetar had hea.rd the en&ll\'f :mortar fire and qttickl.7 a.d~uetad 

A Com.paey•s mortars into the area• 

Following this 1nciclant the remaining resupply l-tas done 

"on the fly" with individual aiJ>Cra.ft touching down for onl.3' 

a fait seconds at a ttwJ. 

At l;oohrs B Co, lat Bn, ;5th Inf co?JU!lBnded by captain 

Timotily J • Crotty had been lifted into LZ lOB1 about. 2.5k\lometers 

northwest of LZ lOA;. Their lending ws unopposed and 'tJ18 co~ 

pa.trolled southeast, ~oird.ng tJlllllfitattalion in LZ lOA about 1600b.ra. 

As they moved into th.air sect.or of tha per:tmeter, the eneey 

lo.unched his last and moot dar.w.ging mortar attack. T'tiia attack 



of uppro:~.tely 18 to 20 i-ounda l'J'as ~ di1-ectad ugs.insi:. the 

LZ, but arrainat tJ1e perlmat.ei:-,L'. whicl1)clua to the incrcaaed forces 
~ r. 

in the LZ, uae not. locutad about 50 meta19D into the uooq)i11a 

f'r01A the edge of' the LZ. '!'he :mo:rt.a:re impact.ed\ti-ectly on 

the battered 3d Platoon of A Company caueinl! l~ camm.ltioo, 

only six of' t-:hich were serious e110Ugil to uai-1"!1.nt i.'ll:.lediata 

Tht'.B ended tha Bat.tla of lOALF • .\ \'lhich "• •. drew tho 

Rtrat.egic gaze increasingly toward tha poeai"'ities of' 

the troubled zons short of the Ca.mbodian border•" (3:268) 

SlJl,f£.J:ARY 

'lhi:t next few days ware spent in burying the enenw dead, 

policing the battlefield ari.d searching :I:ol· tho enemy~ An 

aLand'Jned ener;w regiroontal size baas c<.!ID.p con.plate uith p:r'lnonsr 

of war compound \-ms fmmd ona ld.loxoote1· oouthoast cf the LZ. 

Althout11 no aignifioan"t# enerzw- oontact was mad.a, tluee enaey 

soldiers were captu.rod. Two of them had been Gerioucly wounded 

and abandoned by tha1r com.rndea 1 the ~"Urd was juat lo at and had 

set up hie sleeping halllnook within ;oo mat.a:rs of the tz. Ho 

was captured during ona of 1:he regular morning "s·.reapa" of the 

perimeter• 

The Ba"t#tle for LZ lOALFA was a. significant victory- fo1• 

TF WALI<ER. Friendly losses were a 

16 IcrA 

90 WI.A (12 of ,;hom remained present. for tlu:tv) 

2 UHl he licoptara deatl"Oyud 

4 UHl helicopters damaged 
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J}TA!.rnIS .~;m CRITICIS!.~ 

1':.ie Bo.U-lc i'o:r LZ 10.ii.k"A uas 1.m.u::r . ..i.al in t.ho:l:. 1rv.A forceo 

war Lluu1 the s.:;.m:t-gW)rilln. tac·ticc he nvr.:.t'llly suployo ln th1.9 

area. AJ oa u:.1um:al wus -U:.o le.aglh of tha enl1'.go:mant., 16 hours, 

vuruua U10 av0rng.~ of c.bout ).~· hourn~ (l :1) ~'ho w."yc: u:n.d 

t·rherofo:t>es oi' tlll• 01'.liJrJY' a i·ar..oons i'or tho ::~t.tack uill ~o.bly 

l"Clllilin f'o~'GVOl' a. !~-.o.ttJr ol' G,POCtlluti~ 

sGDD grounJ s.nJ :f':-.'"OLl tllo Sfil]J dil'Jotion a.o tJ10 proviouo om. 

Thia cost him Joarl:1 during tho <lnyllght phase of t.£1() attnck 

as the dllfendora ware ahla to nara.•1 do1·r.a" ?n tha \toot. side of 

r1ek on tile J.)urt of· the oompatl;I/ ond tnsk f'orC£J co::rt:'lf\ndors uhich 

mat, i:1itl1 i:.uccaes~ A s1ngla~t.-0d a-t.taek from the l·mst would 

have pi..-t a. eeve:re et.rain on tha dei'enaive Una and probably 

required e. major i·,;i.ahu:f'fling of fo:i:ces within t..'1-ie perimst.er. 

The firing bat.tacy in support of TF TYSO:N was loeat.ed 

to the evet. almost 12 ld.lometers o.wey which is the appro:di.:.io.te 

me.Jdruum l'all£.'e of the 105 howitzer. Aa the en.Blr'.J" wao attacldng 

from the ea.st the defer.aivo perl.-meter Hae di:rectl;,r on the ~ 

tar~t. line alo:a~ which the gt"eatest dispersion of fire could 

be eA-pected. Thia discouraged the adjua'b:llent of fire close to 

the pe1'":1..moter w'l.ill tho si~ue:tion bocana ao critical an t-0 

warrant the o.ccepta.nco o:t' friendly cneualtios f'ron our olm 

19 



in he!).vi1y vc:;otated te:rr". 5.n n::t£J been t~1a cmbjcct. of much 

evor-t of ener~t attac1::, p:::cv01:.t. t!:o doi'ondcrs f'rom effectivel3r 

to tr..e pnr...r:1.0for~ The ctal1.da1•d oporating proceclv.:ro (SCPj 

in }. OoL"pan;y nr.il n Com:p3.tl.y wa.L the.t :f'b-e +,ca:rn. aiza LPe would 

be pocitiowtl fo1-:rard o:f' anch plnt.oou. nt e, diet.one:; from ;1hich 

th,a1.r could be deteot.ad fro:t:1 tho pcrlrce1:oer °t'fl~cn 1'."lovine: ebot1t 

dutl11g dri:rli;Jrt hottl"El. Thio diatn.nco mmally vo:rknd out to 

betm~en X' ar...d 50 meters. The purposo of t.he SOP was to ef-

f'ac:t.1.vely double tho distance f1"0m tho porimete:.:o a.t lihich 

a 1.a.ri;c enetJy forea could be detected, 'Iha primary- miosion 

of th.a LP 'ms early wam..4..ng and rm con.Un..rily, ui thin i ta 

cap,c,bilitio::: • ch.ifo.y tnrough tJ1a ed~stmcnt of irnH.:rect. f'lre 

weapons and mna.1'. aj!."JS f'1re~ Th.a :f'iro taar.i londel'" on the LP 

had fue autho:.::H:-."' t.a '·rith.draw the LP Whan ho aooomplished hia 

prin?..i7 cloaion of ea?ly we.ming. In this particular angagamant 

t.1.c 2d F1c~.1"oon 1 '3 LP p~n.i'o~cl i to mission and retur.necl safely 

3!iF to the po:;.•iJnot,el•, uhile -'~:<l 'U.U,· . n's LP tro.o tamporarll.Y' 

pi:nn'-'d dmm 1TJ the enorrw~ In retrospect, the ;Jd Platoon'e LP 



conili.lr :('::_- . .):._, t:.1e i'J..J ;· U1 t.~1·1 l1J '.:. t:1e Cl'.;, :~, ru~d cld Ji tiv!1.'1.1 oo 01Jri:;:y 

f1'G.d 0t~u;;;· .:.~'t.~.:.•.':\;1e :i".'0~·0-11~ .:o .. ~Ll- 1)a _:;-:i::10(l lJy l..:c,v.!.nr; t~io LP 

in 

15 
tl:te ;~1 r1atoo11 f'l0rr.1.Ja1•a u~·i;; ;rar-.:i ;.:1.:-::~o<l J01m 4fB:S a. cln.snlc 

uri.dor fire 1 enga(.~d a. lar2Pr ener.w f'orce i..."l a firo:f'iej.1t, than• 

undor Ol"iez-o, dlsanga.gad and r:nneuvared in anotha~ct.ion 
t-0 l'3li-ave 5d Ple.toon and cover lts 'tlithch'liwe.1 to ths po:ri.r.::3'ter -

a pGl".f3ct. uiaplc«;r .)f' mel'.lj;n .. -rver control t•.nc1 f"ire dlac1?1].j.:ei 

rn113 tattlo oi· I.Z lOA ~ n:c e~;:collcr.t o:-m:.1l?le of a hast:l.11° 



1. !!VA tactics are rigid and once committed to a plan of 

attack they will not Var/ it~ 

2. Close in liat<:lnir..g posts are invaluable in providing 

early 1rarning ancl disrupting erwnw attacks~ 

;5. J.:ny milt ahould mo.int-all!. all ar01m.d security at all 

times, oven when lllO"lfing over ground uhic..11 had re c.;ntly- been 

c;."'Ocsod and ia loceited within a. hmdred metero of fi':tend.ly 

positiona. 

4. Good fh'O diDciplina is aesen~ to tho succaas of 

a prolOJlb'0d parlmet.er defense~ 

5. NVA forces f'raqttontly employ their mortars at very close 

rangaa. Counter mortar fires should ba planned at the!le ranges 

as well aa :f'urthur out~ Small arn!B fire from the defenaiva 

1L11e 'trill soroatim1s ailenoe theao mortars~ 



KEY PERSONNEL 

CO TF TYSON MAJ Wallace S~ Tyson 
(Executive Officer, 2d Bn, )5th Inf) 

C01iPOSITE HEAVY MORTAR PLATOON LEADER lLT Clovis O~ LaFond 
(Hvy Mtr Plat Ldr, 1st Bn, ?5th Inf) 

B Company, 2d Bn, 25th Inf (Cacti) 

co 

lat SGT 

lat Plat Ldr 

2d Plat Ldr 

)d Plat Ldr 

WPNS Plat Ldr 

Arty FO 

A Company! lat Bn, 35th'In:f' (Cacti) 

co 

lat SGT 

CPI' James ~ Maisano 

lSG Harry c~ Miller 

2LT Robert Ponder 

2LT Ro be rt Pa.llllar 

2LT Michael Glynn 

2LT ~yEOnd Pollard 

2LT Jama s Bro the rs 

OPT Anthoey E~ Biaantz 

lSG Talino Gaison 

(WIA) 

(WIA) 

(KIA) 

lat Plat LDR 2LT Everette Light (WIA) 

2d Plat Ldr 

;a Plat Ldr 

WPNS Plat Ldr 

Arty FO 

2LT J a.me a Kelsey 

2LT Larry 01Conner (WIA) 

2LT James Coleman 

2LT Robert. Williama (WIA) 

'• 
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