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INTRODUCTICN

SYNOPSIS

"The strip was under six inches of water. In the gm
plts around the field the flood was more than a foot deep.

And the guns were there, five of them, five 12,7'n, set to
clean the skies of just such birds as these,

"Bravo had flown into the perfact deadfall - perfact,
except for the absencs of peopla, The NVA crews had quit
their guns to got out of the wet. Bravo's people hopped to
the puns and went into the perimeter around the air strip.

"That night the company was hit hard by a battalion of
Horth Vietnamese, the same battallon that had been caught
flat=~footad by the arrival of Bravo in impossible weather and
was now making a desperate bid to recover its guns., The fight
ragad through the night of 2§Mey and with the ald of the other
battalion of the 35th flowm from Omsis ended as a smash victory
for TF VWalker, It was not easy; the influx of 35th casunlties
taxed the capeoity of the base hospital at Qui Nhon." (31267)

lLanding Zons Ten Alfa (not "Alpha®) had not "once been
a Us8, alafstrip” (31267); it was a jungle clearing about/70
metars wide and 300 meters long,

The water was about 16 inches deep, and in the gum pits
about four faet deasp.

Bravo Company, 24 Bn, 35th Inf had to fight for thosa
guns, killing %0 VA and capturing three within mimites of

£
P

landing,
The blg fight took place during the night of 28=-29May 1966
and during the dey 29Mby. It was fought by TASK FORCE TYSON,
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OPERATTION PAUL REVERS I

Operation Paul Mevere I started 10 lhmy 1966, “he 3d
Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division, commanded by Brigadler
General Glemn Walker, oporating independently out of its base
camp at Pleilu, established & florvard basa at OASIS aboubt 25
Idlometars east of the Spacial Forces Camp at LUC CO, TF WALKER
had the nmiagsion of sersening the Central Highlands for the
Meseslx to seven NVA rogimsnte stacked up across the bowrder
in Cambodiasee® (33260) On 28 May tha Brigade was deployed
with the lst Bn, 35th Inf far to the south of GIU PONG MOUNTAIN;
1st Bn, l4th Inf gensrally north of CHU PONG, in the IA DRANG
VALLEYs and 2d Bn, 35th Inf in Area of Operation Mumber 11,
south of PLEI DJERENG Special Foress Camp, (The entire area -
of operation for Operation Paul Revers was subdivided into
emaller, mumbered areag, 6,g. Area of Opsration (A0) Mumber 10,
A0 11, AO 12, ete., landing zonss within each numbered AO wers
designated with an alphabetiocal suffix to the A0 mmber, hence
LZ 10A was the first landing zone used in A0 10, LZ 10B the

second, etc.)
SEIZURE OF 1Z 10A ' .

On 28 May B Company, 2d& Bn, 35th Inf under Captain Jares
Maisero was directed to make an alrmobille assaull into 1Z 10A
and patrol back emstward toward the battalion's base in A0 11;
Bacause of the h#nvy morning ground fog which is common to the
Central mgtqanﬂs at that time of year, the landing did not
take place gﬁtﬂ nearly 1100hrs. Through error, the artillery
pmpamtiox;} plamned in support of the larding was fired on
the wrong 1é.nd3.ng zone. This may have been the most fortunate



mictalm of the war as far as Brave Conmpa:ty was concoinsd,
It isc believed that the majorily of IVA foress around LZ 104,
irmediately upon the start of the artillery preparation at the
vrong L2, deployad in that direction to engage the American
forees vho would land there following the artillerys. Al any
rate, the VA defending 10 ALFA were not prepared to receive
B Compery ond, with the ald of tactlical air strikes were
quickly routed, although et the cost of ons platoon leadsr
killed end about ten men woundad,

Gensral Walksr, immadiately realizing the significance
of the captured enti=-airoraft weapons, ordered the shift of
1st Bn, 35th Inf into AO 10,



HARRATION
5 FORMATION OF TF TYSON

A Company, 2zt Pn, 35th Inf, commanded by Captein Anthory
Bipantz, vas the battalion reserve/reaction forcs at the timo
and was nade immadiately available for moverent into L' 104,
erriving cbout 160Chrs, By this time most of the aetion in
the vicinity had ended, although about ons kilometer to ths
sast en armed helicopter wvas downsd by groumnd fire. Thoe crew
was extracted by a sister ship end the eircraft bumt on
impact so the hastily plammed rescus mission of A Co wuas
called off,

The few remaining hours of daylight were spent In organ=-
izing the defense of the 12, A Company was placed under |
operational control of 2d Bn, 35th Inf, Major Vallace Tyaon,
the 24, 35th's emsoutive officer cams into the L2 to asmme
command of the twe companies and with him hrought a heavy
mortar section from each battalion end the remsinder of B Co,
o=35, Captain Maisano had left his weapons platocn behind
because of his original mission, As dusk foll the 28th,

Task Force TYSON was organized as follows:
TASK FORCE CONTROL =
Major Tyson with ove redio telephone opevator
COMPOSITE HEAVY MORTAR PLATOON commanded by 1LT
Clovis O, LaFond, heavy mortar platoon leader, lst Bn 35th Inf,
with two 4.2 mortars (ons from each battaliom),

A Company, lst Bn, 35th Inf, with three rifle platoons
and one weapons pla?qogz wvith two 8lrm, mortars. "Foxhole"
strength was ebout 150 men,

N Maranowes A Dea BV Vel B AV AV . 2N 8 _a .



and one veapons platooun 1:1%11 two Slim mortarse The compoxyls

)

forfwolo strongth was sbout llD mon aftor the day's dead and
wounded had baen evacuated,

4

The pecitlon wes crpanfzaed with £ Co defending tho south

0

el of the L7, 4 Co -~ the nert 1018, wd oll of U mortars
lscated on the only plece ol dr7ry ;*Jaeom:v.bls( flrn grewmd Ln
tho 12, o suell ciranler area in o middle of B Cols coclow,
Bach company reteinad contrel of ito oum ergorde erters ond
hje Tyoon contrelled the YelLuch mortorc,

e to the high water table throuphouh the arce and the
Imoe deep ustor in and arswd West of the L7, 1t wne vlrteally
imyeoeible for the trvops o dig ine Auy hole Lumedislely
£112ad with wter, Instoad thoy uead the avallableo Jayrlipht
to consctmiet arude bromatiorks of {allen loge, rockn, omrzmition
hWomee £11led with sorth, and whelevor othar vatsrlaln they could
£ind, They cloo spent time emmlacing MIBAL (Clajome) anti=
nargormwl minae, trip flarcs, ond cleared Melda of five fogp
their wveapons, The defonoive lirne followed generally aleng
tho odm of the L% and was located 15 to 20 feot into the
forest surrounding the LZ,

Just, priar to dusk artillery and rortar dafonsive cone
contrations were adjuetad eround tha nerimeter. The concen=
trations on the east side of the parirmeter ware fired by
A Bettery, 2d Bn, 9th Artillory (105ma Howltzer) which was
located at the 24 In 55th Inf base in A0 11, As theyr wore
firing at almost maximm ronge (ebout 12000 moters) to »each
our perimetar, the concentrations on the westomm side rere
fired by 175mm mms located et IUC 00 (about 18000 moters
to the south), Due to the thick vopetation and range dioe

ety 2nakanag al?l 2hie Ak 3 1T nems el S T 2.y v -



rather than obeerratlon and an o reoult rone of the concontrations
vere nrabably any clesey then 250 msterg to the poyimetsry,

njor Troon comploted chosline the perimptor ot daxir,
iving each comporrr commender ordors to mointein a 50% alart
pratna mtdl 01300es and a 100% alert pintvs £mnm 013Chre to
13%0hrs and again 0% alart until davm, The moon rone carly
5 tha 28th and stayeﬁd b;ﬂ eht until about 2700hra vhen the
clouds obscured it. m*ﬁlfzohmm the 29th the listening
Tost locatad about 50 motaers in front of the 2d Platoon of
A company roported hearing nolsas of movement to thoir front,
Everyons in the Task Force was slortoed and mortars were firved
into the arca. A fow mimites later they roported seeinsy movement
to thelr right front, ootimating it to be a compeny size unit,
Followving instructions each of the four mon on the listening “
post opened full automatic firve with their M6 rifles end
dropped back to the perimster, Almogt irmedlately the 1WA
initiated aseault £ire on the 3d Platoon's position along the
east side of the perimetar,

HIGHT DUFLNSE

The dofense of 12 TEN ALFA had bepume 'hy the NVA atiacked
that night and all through the next day is open to question,
Moybe, as S.L.A. Yarshall supggests, they wanted to recover
thoir valusble machine mms (all of which were in now condition).
Perhaps they MOugi\'*they could overrvn the small American forea
in the 1LZ, oz finally, perhaps they were covering the withdrawal
of a larger forca, Vhatover thelr reason, the HVA pressed
thelr attack with a fenaticliem thet awed, but never ovorcams,

the d>Pondara.



e A1 fndeorts lictoning post caused the IWa to piro—
moturely wolpgnor thels ctsaci vhile they wore still 70 to 80
metsirn Leom e porbictere the 3d {latoon?o listening post

' 4

gag dizocetly fn lae peth of the cunely soug tae Landiately

toon loador on thie L pave orderc to

[ 4]

el Jotne  Yhe fin
vithcmu to tho porirelore Tie 3 llotoon rnecpwnile had
Jovgnistioted vxeellont [leo ciceiplino, holdlng thelr fire oc

Thio ineffoelive LVA Lize pwoplt cver tholr loadme & dinyuctoristie

a7 44a

O € {5

vy

ighah 2t odpht and a1l the woxt Joy vas taet the 1IVA
heavy voehine pms, whlels thay nomeclly wac with devastating
affoetlivencan, oftan flred Liig: — gorciinee esoven Lo clpht

o, ")

feet above o proinle Thw evicor foveln caplitelized on
k

thie the nomt (ay, moving Troguertly wnder the anczyls "pracing®
PLes ot o low crouchs

Thiwa of the four wmen oa ths B¢ Platocn licteulng post
returmed eufely to ho poevimetors The 2nicmy aegcull Loraation
covntirnied fomrard and corme 1late vinuv of the non of the 34
Platoon, On order thoy opanced fire eud uickly lroke vp W
onem~ assault, After the 1nltial Plring slaclod of?, Li. C'Commer,
the Zd Flatoon lasder who was gottlng hla boptisn of fire,
sccompanied ' the flre team leader from the LD, crawled fore
ward of the psrimeter in an attenpt to fird the =daslng mon,
Thoy found him, seriously weundad, and dragzed him back inaside
the perimeter. Their sofe rotum sgeened to simal ancther
eneny assault, this ono bettor orgppizad thnn tha loot, Tha
enery leadera could be heavd, harenguing tuoir soldisrs, forecing
them to attack. This agsault was preceded by about o 20 round
mortay barrage waich impacted behind the 3d Fletoon, at the

edg: off the L4, cnuslng no casualties, This time the encry

-
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th UVA wove apsin foreced to with

to Imockh out the IVA mortorc. Dattorr A, 2=2 Arty hod ctarted
fivine boattery volley fire cg coon oe the attach storted, ade

Juoling bacl: and Porth In the area in Yront of the 24 Platocu,

They wero to fire over €90 roundc in cuoport of TF TUSCI tha
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1t = an atful lot of worlk for five artillcry i

¥,

0rtillorr support ig even more impreselive vwhon one considers
hat the batiory position ecame under eonll arms and wortar
ttach at the same timg the attecl ves lovnched on TED ALTA,
o of the comoncers were wounded nannlanr their pims in
dofonne of a wnit 12 Iilonctors augr,
About 035Chre the ocnemy attacled ermain, and wves apain

driven offy Dy thio timn portar acmamitisn wos ruwning low
cnd tho mortors had te eglow doun thelr znte of fire, TFriondly

cagunlties wore miroculously lows, Only ebout four had besn
wounded, ond ons of these was the man from the listening poste
The onory agein reorganized, and about 0LOChrs lavmchad his final
ond aluost suceasesful attaciz of the nisht, Alter thse Lirefight
had raged ior sevaral rmimutos, egein at 2 hand gronade throw-
lag rongs, Lte OVComnar informed the company that he had received
unzd from hig %{.&iﬁ’ Llank that the LVA had penetrated U
perincter o 'Llu company ‘s coerdinating point uith Brave Company.
Leading o fire tean, he moved along the perirzcter to thnot point

oxn? linked up uwlth a pateol coming the ctiher wvey fron I Co,
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gtor and melx sure no eneny troops had infiltrated the porimster,
1t, O'Conner's group lcilled several VA right at the gep in

the linss, The NVA evidently hu.dxtc Imown vhere they weres

at any rats they had failed to exploit their advantage. The

gap had baeen created by squad leaders in both companies reposi~
tioning thelr men without coordinating,

By 04%0hrs all firing except for the artillery had duindled
to sporadic exchangss of a fevw rounds, OClim mortar high
explosive armmition was danperously low, A Company heving only
24 rounds left, end B Company - 12 rounds, This was carsfully
hoarded in preparation for the enemy's next attack, The abtack
never come, Instead the early morning fog formed; this coupled
with the tactical situation decided against bringing in the
madical evacuation and resupply helicopters until after first
lighte The remainder of the night pessed quietly. The 3d
Platoon of A Company, who had almost exclusively bom&ﬂm
brunt of the nights fighting, had one Iilled and four woundeds
Bravo Company had two men seriously wounded and tuo slightly
voundeds

DAY IEFENSE

As deym broks the fog started to 1if't in the area, however,
the MEDEVAC helicopter al Brigads Base remainsd grounded by
fog at that locationa The 3d Platoon was directed to move
formrard on line to sweep the battlefiald of the previous night,
This they did, finding mumsrous dead NVA soldiers, weapons
and equipment, After Lt, O'Commer had moved forward about
200 meters, ho asked for asslstance in conducting tho sweep,
Lte Light, commanding the lst Platoon on the wast side of the



perimeter, was directed to bring half of his platoon across the
LZ to agsist the 5d Platoone The tiro units linked up and con-
timed to sweep castuard.

After thoy had moved forward another 200 meters, Lt, O'Comsr
roported finding a stack of 20 enemy bodies along pide an
inteymittent stream, AL this time the IEDEVAC ship arrived
and the wounded ware loaded aboard, Just as the loading was
completed, firing startad east of the perimeter m‘avo
Conpany's cectors Lt. O'Conner was ordered to imediately
pull back to the perimeter with Lt. Light. The order was
aeclnoyledged and they started to move backs The enemy fire In
B Coumpany rcoctor increased but was not yet of major proportion,
Suddenly an intonse firefight broks out in the arca in front
of A Company, end radio contact with Lt. O'Conmer was lost,

Lt, Kelsey, commanding the 2d Platoon, was ordered to bring
the major part of his platoon to the 3d Flatoon's sector. At
this tims O'Commer's location was not knowm precisely, so
Kelsey was told to move east in an attempt to £ind him, Almost
immediataly Kelsey and his men engapged in a firefight with
sbout 50 WVA who were advencing toward Bravo Company's position,
Simltansously Lt, Light erawvled to the compeany comuander
end told him that 0'Comner and ebout 15 men were pinned dowm
by a largs enomy force. Light too had been pinned dovn end
wounded in the head, but by crawling for about $00 metors had
managed to get back to the porimeter,

Kelsey was ordared to break off engpgement and mowe north
to assist 0'Conner, Guided by Lt. light, Kelsey's platoon
quickly overvhelmed the enenmy force; killing about 20 in the
procaess, O'Conner’s group had been hit hard with seven men being
killed initially, and eight or ten others pimmed dowm by a heavy



magaine gun only 20 feet auay.

Kelsey's mon covered the evacuation of the dead end wounded,
end enery matcorial {which included a CIICOM AM rmdio, one heavy
barrel machine gpun on vheels, two light machine pums and mmerous
AA7 ASSAULT GUNS), Wo tims wae talen to search the ensry dead
as the gituation in Brave Company's ccctor wae rapidly deterlorat-
ing and it was imperative to re-eostablish the perimeter, The
enery’e main assault bogan just about the time Kelssy pgot to
the perireter. Kelsey'e men stopped vhere they wers, roughly
at a right angle to the parimstor and started firing at the
flank of the attacling ensmy. They n%aimd thls position
the rest of tha day delivering flanldng,; enfilade fire agninst
the VA, As the encry took cover from Bravo Company's fire to
their front by crouching behind anthills and trees, Kelsey's
men lept pleldng then off from the side,

The assault on the southeacst side of the perimeter, in
Bravo Company's sactor,had not been affected by tlie engegerents
of O'Comner end Kelssy, end the enemy rapidly closed to within
hand grensde ranga, The mortars, which were located in the open
about 35 meters behind the perimeter wore out of actlion almonst
immodiataly as the fire of the NVA cut down the c¢rews anytime
they mammad their guns, Unable to man their tubes, the mortarmen
became riflemen, some crawling forward on their stomachs to rein-
foreo the line, others firing from their ovm pooitions.

The enemy ettack soon spilled over into Alfa Company's
sector and practically the vhole eastside of the perimeter was
under atlacks As soon as ths Initial firing had started the
artillary had again beon called and arain started its bottery
vollaey fire, moving north and south in front of the perimeter

in 50 and 100yd. increments., A team of armed heliconters came



on ctation about 0800hrz and added their support to the defonders,
coordinnting their firing passss uith the artillery, Also at
this timo a Porward Alr Controller arrived at the L2 in an O1E
and bagan circling, aweiting tho arrival of tactical air support
aircraft. Two AlEs carrying rockets, napaln and 20m cannon
arrived about 0900hrs, The FAC gulded thenm through the low
lying clouds on a “"dry" pass over the 1LZ, They climbed out,
circled, and lmmediately ceme bzcl on a straffing iumn vhich
wes vory effecotive cousing an lmmediate slowdown in the rate
of enexy fire, The FAC informed us that they would drop napalm
on their next passe. A fow mimmtes peccad and then one of the
Skyraidore brole oub of the clouds and headed for the LZ fron
the aexact opposlte direction from which he had come before, and
released two napalm tanks directly over the mortar peeition, 7
These tanks impacted directly into the Task Force cormand past
putting it temporarily out of action. Of apprdfimately 15 men
in and around the OP, none vm killed end 0“13.1y two were seriously
w B Co'e lst Sgt and Senior medic, S/ix othera were
slightly burned, The lnee deep water in the LZ had served
to miffle the detonation of the napalm and also offersd pro=
taction to the men in the CP gro}zjrp. Sevaral had ncrely sub=
mergad in their water fi,lledﬁt. trenches as the napalnm shruck;
othera, though hit by the buming fuel, quickly rolled in the
water extingulshing the flemes and suffered only minoy burns.
The TAC was informed of the accident and was abla ‘o divert
the second fighter before it dropped its napalme The cause of
the acoident was later detemined to ba a combination of factors
encompaspging marginal visibility and pilot orror,
By 100Chrs the enemy had lawnchod four full scale attacks

mnenlanad dla rvardtmadaw acn’ Pima cradkddae $a il bl an Al sveAwm s



rangs before being repulssd. 4s happensd the previous night,
agach attaclk vas preaceded by loud shouting and screaning. &b
ona time the VA sct up an S8lmm mortar in direct view o A
Couparry's CP group, who were actually on the perimeicre Two
men wore assigned responsibility for the weapon and spent the
next tio hours killing sach VA uvho ebttempled to go near the
mortar. Oy this tluwe friendly casualtles had bsoun o mount
and small ayms ammamnition vas rumning low. The noxth and wesh
side of the povimeier, already low in nuabers,had seat all bub
a bayo minlmm of thelr smmumition acrosa the L2 {0 A Conpaiy
heudquartsys fiom whare it was distributcd dowm the line, An
extra mechine gun from A Gompu&s 1st Pletoon vas also broughth
acroas to stroengthen ths defenpes A resupply helicopter had
been standing by awaiting a luil in the Lighting which mverr
cama, {inally when Informed that the situntion uas critical,
the pilot voluatesred to go in with the zeeupp]y.r .f’.ccz;.:zp!mied
by two gunshlips to give suppicosive fire, the rosupply was nade
mul g fow of the more seriously wounded were evacuated, The
resupply was expensive howevar, Ons of the gpumships was hib
by ground fire and had 4o clrele back and crash land in the

LZ. The crew escaped the buming helicoplar seconds before it
blew up, ‘hile all this was going on the enemy launched another
apsault, This too wag beaten back as the fresh ammmnition

supply helped to incroese the friendly rate of fire,
REINFORCEMENT

By 1100hrs it appearad the enemy had given up trylng to
overrmum the perimeter, He had not withdrawn from the battlefield

however, a3 any carsless movement along the line etiracted enemy



the rest of the lst Bn, 35th Inf, which had been standing by

at the aifetrip at DUC CO. The first 1ift arrived about haoﬁ
bringing in the Battalion 00, lisutenant Colonel Robert Kingston,
the 8-35, Major Frederick C, Delisla, and O Company commanded

by Captain Alvino Cortez, 4As each lift of aircroft made its
epproach intc the 1Z the entire sast side of the perimeter
opemed up with full automatic fire, paying particular attention
to the trvwes from which the helicopter crewman had reported
rocoiving fire, This tactic was evidently suceessful as no
further aireraft wore downsd by small arms fire.

The bulld-up contimuad ra@ly with little enery opposition
until ebout 1400hrs vhen the 12 was hit with a mortar attack,

aﬁ*w;ellcop‘tara were unloading at the time and immediately
took offe Ona of the helicopters flew directly over ona of the
exploding mortar rownds and settled directly back into the
12, The otheoxr threa escaped. Bafore the last ensmy round had
detonated, tho mortars in the 1Z began firing counter battery
fire, A radio telephons operator on the east sids of the
parimetor had hesard the enemy mortar fire and quickly adjusted
A Company's mortars into the area,

Following this incident the rewaining resupply was dons
Yon the £ly" with individual aircraft touching down for only
a few seconds at a time,

AL 1300hrs B Co, laot Bn, 55th Inf commanded by Captain
Timothy Je Crotty had been 1ifted into LZ 10B, about 2.5kilometers
northwest of LZ 10A, Thelr lending wes unopposed and the company
patrolled southeast, joining m'mnon in 12 10A about 1600hrs,
As they moved into their sector of the parimeter, the enery
launched his last and moct damaging mortar attack, Thia attack



BE 1

of approxdroiely 18 ts 20 rounds was%t directsd against the
LZ, but amaingt the perima’car; which?dua to the increased forces
in the 12, vas no% located about 50 metere into the uooo’,:j.ine
frow the sdge of the L2, The mortars impactad%}wcﬂy on
the battered 5d Platoon of A Company ceausing 15 casuelties,
cnly six of vhich were serlous enougn to varrant imediate
evacuitions

Thus ended the Battle of 10ALFA which "... drew the
strategic gaze increasingly toward the poasi%itiee of
the troubled zone short of the Cambodian border," (3:243)

SUMMARY

iha next few days were spent in burying the enemy dead,
policing the battlefield and searching for thae encmy, 4An A
abandoned eneny reglmentel sizse base camp complete with prisonsr
of war compound was found ons kiloweter southeast cf the LZ, |
Although no significant enemy contacl was mads, thies enawy
poldiers wore capturcds, Two of theom had besen seriously wounded
and abandoned by thelr comrades, the third was just lost and hed
set up his sleeping hsmmock within 300 meters of the LZe He
was captured during ons of the repular morming "sweeps" of the
perimatar,
The Battle for 12 1OALFA was a eignificant victory for
TF VALKER, TFriendly losses ware:
16 XIA
90 WIA (12 of vhom remeinsd present for duty)
2 UH1 helicopters destroyad
4 UH1 helicopters damaged



GVA losses wores

P
250 ('f') KIA L i’ ‘ )’ :
: o n P
8 Captured ‘ . e
5 12, om AA MO8 | o g L ;

n

#50cel haavy s L P

o3Ceal ikt s ‘, .v"".’f e
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35 AKNT Assault Rifles AR !« o
Pl

25 Gaxbines ‘. < ' ! {

1 CIEICCH AM iadio A s

1 82m wortar bipod and baseplete P
Also capbured vwers large quaniities of i+ nll arme smamition,

grenades and equipnents



MIALYSIS AND CRITICIS!

ne Batitle for L4 10ALFA was unusual in that WA forcan
attackad o vubstanilol U.8, force without meldng tholr uswel elabe-
orats battlaficld properctlions end rehoarsals, The cneuys!
actiosns vers more renminiscant of the CIUICOM toctice of the Kovean
var lnan tiue ssad~guordlln tactlize he norwally suploye in this
area, Also wwemal wes the length of the enprpgoment, 16 hours,
vorsup the avoings of cbout 35 hours, (1:1) The ware und
vherofores of the enevyls seasons Dor the attack will ‘Mably
romain focover a4 rattor of speculalion. |

The 1WA tactlco, hoth ab nlghl and dosing the doy, mumined
conuisvelrtt ia their nflexibility. Sach assault esre over the
same ground snd from the sanwe dlioctisn as tha provious onae
Thig cost him dearly during the daylight phass of tho a’c,tack-
as the dufenders were able to "drvaw dowa" on the west side of
the perimeter to meluforce the sast side, This wau a calonlated
risk on tie port of the compawy and task foreca commaandars which
met with succoess A shmgle%itad atiack from the waest would
have put a severe strain on ths defensive lins and probebly
required a major roshuffling of Pforces within the perimstar,

Tha firing batdery in support of IF TYSON was located
to the eost almost 12 kileometers awey which is the approxiocte
maximm renge of the 1C0% howitzer. 4s the ensny wap atitsclkdng
from the east the defonsive perimeter was directly on the pmne
tarpet lins along which the greatest dispersion of fire could
be expectods Thls discouraged the adjustment of flre close to
the perimeter until the situation tecems so critical es to
warrant the acceptance of friendly casualiies from our owm
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supperting fire, In this nertic:ilar instanece o cosualiies
resulted altliough the artillery wae aljustad to uithin 100
meters of the defoncive lina, Terhapo the mnge dlspercisn
choracteriotics of 105 roundn fired ot waxirsm rongs have been
overamphenized in trelnming,
The velwe of Yictenluy ponts clooc 44 the perimster
in heavily vegetated terrein has boen the subjoet of nuch

dieencoion. Thors ovuonad

&

to this pructice scy thut such close
in lipctering pocts de not give sdequate waraing, and, in the
evert of enery attacl, prevent tho defonders from effectively
firing tmidl the mewmbers of the LP roturs o the povimetoyr,
They argie that P2 sheuld be ueed; but at ranges grester then
300 wetere, and do nolt nnke wy provision for the LPe retum
to the perizeter, The standard oporsting procedure (SCP) "
in & Corpary cnd B Company was thel fire tecam size LPe would
be pociticnzd forrard of aach platoon at a digtenc: from which
thoy could be detected £rom the perimeter when roving about
during dorlizsht hours. Thic distanco usually vorked out to
betiaan 30 and 90 meteras. The purpose of the BOP vas to e¢f-
factively double the distance from tha porimetser et which

a large eneny foree could be datectad, The priwary mloslon
of the LP was early waming snd socondarily, within its
capabilitics, dsley through the adiustment of indirect fire
weapons and small amos fira, The fire tean londer on the LP
had the awthoriir to withdraw the LP vwhon he accomplizhed hig
prixeyy mission of early warning. In this particular engagement
the 24 Flatoon's LP perfosnmed its misslon and returnsd safely
to the perimoter, while ho u;:ig.d atoonts LP was tomporarily
plmmed dovm by the enemy, In retrospect, the 34 Platoon's LP

choanld nrohahly hara hean ardasad $a withdwerr oo annw aa



24 flotoon’s L hod moported deticting the euswy's nrescneda
Howsv,r, ot wue il 16 appoared sl the eueny threat wvap
P AN s PP . 2N b .y s Ly e A AR o . 5
cordiy Trow the norlh 2nd nol the eril; and additionnl seourily
1
fron olley ;'hm%zg Toreer woull ba mmined hy looving tho LP
L poiidwiile

DLbblulicld soovaiws or Moweops™ wre 80P in Viet Fom

whorever the tactical gilluctivia pomalles,  Since the cuneys

i ¥

aad brolen cuibtacs ab 0~r;0n.rs, e 5d Platoon's suecor Dorvard

of the Liuwes vould appoar ustlficd end oo they wusre denloyed

4

ton oy

o
v

.—l.

Ly ou line Jomnat were baooicolly vell disponed Lo tolm

gaps of ol acliviyy to tholr Pround.  Hoooover, vhon flrin
sharted on taely right PLanl and they wero ordaraed to rotum

to Wi poslwleor, they buached up ;mn‘.jduc to tholyr closonens

=

to U porimcter and haste io pvlaim,folled to insure prapor
Plaak sesurdlys The pudnful reculis of this lepse in security
are obvisds,

The actlons of the 24 Flefoon in maneuvaring to mllave
the 24 Platvoon mowbays whe vorz plnned dowm eai'.sa alasalc
oxaople la swall wilt laadexrship. Li. Ielsey led his platoon
undor flre, eugagod a larger ensry force in a fiwmfipht, then,
under orders, dlsengaged and moneuversd in smﬁ'ax%mction
to meliave 5d Plstoon and cover ita withdrewel 4o ths parirater -
a parvfact display »f memcuver control end flre discisline,

The Dattle of 12 104 té% ax excellont oxanpls of a hestlly

organized parlicter defense in cecondery rain farest,
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ls IVA tactlics are rigid and once committed to a plen of
attack they will not vary it,.

2¢ Close in listeninrp posts are invaluable in providing
early warning and disrupting emsry attacks,

3¢ Any wnit skould maintaln all around security at all
times, even when moving over ground which had recently been
crocsaed and 48 loceted within a mmdred meters of friendly
positions,

L, Good £ire discipline is assen‘@ﬂl to the success of
a prolonged perimeter defense,

5¢ NVA forces froquently §mploy their mortars at very close
ranges, Counter mortar fires should be plenncd at these ranges
g5 well ag furthur ocut, Small ayme fire from the defensivs

live will somotimss pllence thess mortars.



KEY PERSONNEL

CO TF TYSON

MAJ Wallace S, Tyson

(Executive Officer, 2d Bn, 35th Inf)

COMPOSITE HEAVY MORTAR PLATOON LEADER

1LT Clovis 0, LaFond

(Hvy Mtr Plat Ldr, lst Bn, 35th Inf)

B Oompany, 24 Bn, 35th Inf (Cacti)

co

1st 8GT

1st Plat Ldr
2d Plat Ldr
3d Flat Ldr
WPNS Plat Ldr

Arty FO

A Company, 1lst Bn, 35th Inf

co

lst SGT

1st Plat LDR
2d Plat Ldr
3d Plat Ldr
WENS Plat Ldr

Arty FO

(Cacti)

CPT James R, Maisano (WIA)

18G Harry C. Miller (WIA)
2LT Robert Ponder
2LT Robert Palmer
2LT Michael Glynn . (KIA)

2LT Raymond Pollard

2LT Jamss Brothers

CPT Anthony E. Bisantz
1SG Talino Galson

oLT Everette Light (WIA)
21T James Kelsey
2LT Larry O!Comner (WIA)

2LT Jamse Coleman

OLT Robert Williams (WIA)
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