Col (Ret) Wallace S Tyson

3 January 1996

Lt Col Stanlev B Clemons
Commanding Officer

2nd Bartalion, 35th Infantry
25th Infantry Division (Light)
Schofield Barracks. HI 96857

Dear Lt Col. Clemons,

First, T wish to express my appreciation for your letter concerning the 2/35th's Thanksgiving
activities and the Regimental Room there in F Quad. History has always been a favorite subject of
mine, and military museums and memento rooms should be a must for every bartalion-sized unit |
always believed that Fort Monroe should be designated as the site for the Army Museum, and had
that been done during the days of CONARC, the incumbent staff could have been one of the major
extubits. I was the one who sent Bob Ord the forty-eight star flag and the wooden crest so that they
could be returned when the 2/35th was re-activated. The flag was replaced by the present version
in 1965, and my CO, Lt. Col. George Scott, told me to figure out what to do with it - so [ took it
home. Same with the crest as the battalion was leaving for Vietnam in late December of that same

year

Enclosed is an expanded version of an after action report that [ wrote following a set-to in
May, 1966. Bravo 2/35th and Alpha 1/35th were paired in a two company Task Force, and | was
tortunate enough to be the TF CO. Both units were awarded the Presidential Unut Citation. My
onginal report was submutted to USARY, and with some additional information made available to
me at a [ater date, I was able to tlesh out some of the unknowns and make better sense of what was
a pretty confusing situanon at the ume. Your Bravo Commander mught be able to use it to explain
to tus troops how they got at least one of the PUC's they are probably weanng - or for whatever use

you might see fit.

While on active duty, I commanded the 1/12th Cav on a second tour in Vietnam and the 3rd

Bde, 1st Inf Div in Germany. Of all my assignments, your job was the absolute best. There's nothing
better than being able to work with soldiers who walk in the mud for a living.

"CACTI"
'—\
~_J
WALLACE S“TYSON
Col T Inf
USAmy (Retired)

Info removed by VNCA
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
2D BATTALION. 35TH INFANTRY
25TH INFANTRY DIVISION (LIGHT)
SCHOFIELD BARRACKS. HAWAIL 96857

APVG-TZB-CO (1) 14 May 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR All Bravo Company “Cacti™ Soldiers

SUBJECT: Presidential Unit Citation

This is the history of how vour company earned an additional Presidential Unit Citation for it's
brave and gallant efforts on 28-29 May 1966 in the republic of Vietnam. Pleiku Province.

, V)
? Z ; V/l&h’\
OSEPH L. MATTISON

CSM, USA




PLIZIKU PROVENCE, REPUBLIC CF VIETNAM
LANOING 2CNE 10 ALPHA

The follcwing is a description of the tattle between Task Ferce
TYSCN, 3rd Brigace (Separate), cSth [nfantry Divisicn, ard cthe S5t&n
North Vietnamese Army Regiment at Landing Zone 10 ALPHA, Plesiku
Pravence, Republic of South Vietnam, cB arnd 28 May 1S&8. Map
reference: YA 863S38IV. Coordinates: 788376.

BACKXGROUND

The 2Sth Infantry Oivision began its departure from Schofield
Barracks, Hawail in Oecember, 1S65, en rcute to the Republic of
Scuth Vietnam. Because of bullding pressure against the Central
Highlands by Ngorth Vietnamese Acmy (NVA) Regulars moving out of
sanctuaries west of the Cambodian berder, the 3rd Brigade of the
eSth Inf was deplcyed directly to Pleiku Province in the western
portion of the Highlands. The Advanced Party arrived in Pleikuy af
c6 Dec 1S65S, and the remainder of the Brigade, under the cammand cf
Colonel Everett A. Stoutner, completed the air movement af 4,000 men
and oaver 3,000 tgns of eguipment {n tuwentu-Five days. Tha 3r-Z
Brigade was compgsed of tha 1st Battalicn, 1l4th Infantry C(1l/14th);
‘st arnd 2nd Battallcns, 3Sth Infantry (1/35 and &2/3Sth); é&rd
Battalion, 8th Artillery (2/Sth); lst Battalion, B63Sth Acncr
(1/88th); 3rd Provisional Support Battalion; C Troop, 3rd Squadren,

“th Cavalry Regiment; and 0 Company, BSth Engineers.

In conjuncticn with the overall plan of deployment of US ferces
into aresas uwhere tha North Viatnamese or Viet Cong Fforces were
actively involved or where intelligence scurces indicated enemy
activity was increasing, tha remainder of the 25th I[Inf 0Oiv, unrder
fMajor General Fred C. Weyand'’'s Oivisiconal control, was deployed tco

Ailitary Regicon Thres. Arriving in-county after the Fficrst of the
new year, they wers positiocned at Cu Chi, tuwenty miles northusest of
Saigen.

Pleiku was tha capital city of Pleiku Provincea and was located

at the Junction of Highways 14 and 18. Hwy 1% was a rnorth/scuth
artery that paralleled the Vietnameses/Cambodian baorder and cornectac
Kgntum, Pleiku and Ban Be Thout with regicns farther south. Huy 1S
was little more thanm a dirt track frcm the Cambcdian border eastc -z
fleixu, and macadam frcm that city to Qui Nhon, scme seventy miles
Fartrer east and gn the coast of the South China Sea. Pleiku servec
7ot cnly as a Praovinecial Center and Keadquartere far Cen Yiknm L=z
and the ARVN (Army, Republic of Vietram) Il Ccrps, but alsg as a
majer supply point for ARVN Regular and Regional Farces in the area.
An  airfield just ocutside the city, at Camp Holloway, provided a
cricical legiscical i{ink fcr the Special rfcrces Teams that uere

ccsiticred in fFortifiad camps, at extended intervals alczcrmg che
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purpose of providing early warning againsc enemy
movement of personnel and supplies from the west. Prior tc  =re
arcival of the 3rd Bdes2Sth Inf, the major US ground farce in the
region was the lst Cavalry Oivision (Airmobile), based aparoximately
forey miles east along Hwy 1S act An Khe. Even with the tactical
advantage of wunchallenged air mobility, the Central Highlands
cresented an area of rcugged mountains, deep valleys and dense
jungles that was greater than the [Jivision could reasgnably ke
expected to cover. Ta tie down the assets of the Cavalry by placing
them on permanent “picket duty"” along the Cambodian border would
have negated much of the DOivision’'s tactical value as an airmobiie
strike force with the ability to mass a portion, or all, of i=

ccmbat strength anywhere in-country on very short naotice.

tcrder, far the

the strategic objective of the Northern Liberaticn
Front to seize the Highlands had been initiated the previous year.
[t purpcse was to seize Hwy 13, thereby cutting the southern
Republic in half ard severing ground ccmmunicaticns and  che
lecgistical link between the northern and southern portions cf che
country. In conjunction with the onset of the summer monsgen,
attacks from the west were planned against Pleiku and Kantum

rovinces. -

Phase I aof

The potential disaster for the Republic began on 13 Qct 1Sg3,
with a three battalion attack/ambush against the Scuth vietnamesa
sarrison at Plei ne. The actacxk wdas bruken through the combined
efforts of the ARVN and the availability of massive tactical air
support. The fighting intensified during the early days of November
as the lst C(Cavalry was employed to execute airmobile search anc
destroy operations between Hwy 1% and the border. For the firsc
time, the NVA were forced to deal with an enemy who was no longer
road bound, but who was able to leap broad distances and take the
fighting deep into previcusly inaccessible rear areas. The trccpers
of the Cav earned their Combat Infantry Badges several times over in
the fighting that followed into mid-November in the valley of the [a
Crang and the Chu Pong massif. The Cav hit the NVA on their cun
ground, mauled the 33rd and 68th Regiments and sent the remnancs
scurrying back to their sanctuaries across the (Cambodian border.

In late 1865, intelligence coming from Special Forces and ARUN
scurces indicated a heavy buildup of NVA strength to the west zard
credicted a renewal of the major effort against Hwy 1S and i-s
cocnnecticns north, south and east during the first gquarter of 1<8s.
Crme repcrt estimacted that as of first week of January, 1SE88, Fleiku
City had a life expectancy of two to threse weeks. The Zrd Bde uwas
ccsiticned in the western Highlands to help blcck the NVA at:tamcz,
eand from the cnsest, the unit was tagged as the "fire brigade".

4

With the Bde tase camp established cutside of Pleiku City, :t-e
3rd began {ts acclimation to the climate, terrain and lccal eremy
unics., Operaticns were expanded as expertise and familiarity grasuw,
and these inclucded ccmpany and reinfcrced battalion-siz=d sesarch arc

: 2

>
“v‘\
-~



destroy missions north of Kcntum along the border with Lacs, medical
assistance visits to isclated montagnard villages {n the back
country, and road clearing and convoy securlity missions aleng both
Huys 1% and 13. (Qne such security mission placed the &/3Sth Inf
high in the Mang Yang Pass above Hwy 1S8 an Easter Sunday. The rcad
into the pass still bore the evidence of the ambush anrd total
destruct-ion of french Mobile Ferce 100 in 185%. The rusted hulks of
French vehicles and the numerous clusters of French and Viecnamese
graves along the approaches to the pass testified to the
effectiveness of the Viet Minh tactics and fire power that desstroyed
them. A single stone abelisk, near route marker PX 1S, stood in
mute testimony to the men whao had preceded wus along that same
stretch of highway some twelve years earlier. [n French and
Vietnamese, the inscription read, "Here an June 4%, 138S4, soldiers
of France and Viet Nam died for their countries.”

% M ®* W = = =

10 fAY 1866

Intelligence received by Headquarters, First Fleld Forces,
Vietnam (IFFV), Lt General Stanley “Swede" Larscn, Commanding?”
through the netwark of Special Forces Civilian I[rregular Jefense
Group (CIDG) camps along the border of the Central Highlands gave
warning that a multi-regimental ground force was maoving out cf
Cambaodia into =zither Fleiku adr Kentum Provinces. Ihis actian was
not unexpected in that it was in keeping with the averall strategic
plan for the congquest of the Highlands and representsd a resumpticn
of the effort that had begun six maonths earlier. In conjunccoicn
with the NVA advance, it was logical to predict that the isolated
Special Farces camps on aor adjacent to their route of approach would
be targeted Ffor elimination in aorder for the effort to be able to
centinue its mcovemert eastward without having tc be ccrncerned wich
its rear areas. Earlier contact with the NVA in that area had
identified the 33rd, 66th and 320th NVA Regiments. At that time,
they were assigned units of Brigadier Ceneral Chu Kuy HMan's B-3
Frant. In addition, there were several other regiments listed as
either “confirmed” or "possible”, and the estimated strength massing
behind the border was shown to be as high as seven resgiments. Ic
was reported-that the identified units had spent sufficient time in
"sanctuary” tao refit and recover from the defeat suffered at the
hands of the lst Cav in the Ia Orang the previcus Ncvemker.
Persannel replacement and resupply had been accomplished by use of
the trail network (Hao Chi Minh Trail), gassing through Cambcdia ard

Lacs reaching back intoc North vietnam.

(1)
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GPERATICN PAUL REVERE

cn "Paul Revere" was set in motion by Lt Gen Larsan,
fcrces available within the 3rd B3de, 2%th Infarc- y
Oivision. The stated mission of the operaticn was for the Brigacde
to intercept the enemy force along the border by inserting units o
cover the primary rcutes of entry into the highlands. By ccnducting
ing cgeraticns west of Pleiku, the 3rd Bde would disrupt the
strategic plans of the Front and give early warning revealing bath
the location and size of the enemy thrust. The 3rd Bde was detached
from cthe S5Sth Inf Oiv, designated "Separate”, and command was passed
to Brigadier Ceneral Glenn 0. Walker, Assistant Oivision Ccocmmander,
Maneuver, cSth Inf Oiv. The Bde moved southwest of Pleiku to search
out a portion of the remote border area that measured almost eighty
kilometers (forty-eight miles) in length by forty kilometers (2
miles) in width. Brigade Foruward (Bde Fuwd) was established tuency-
Five kilometers from Pleiku. The site was near Hwy 13 and tcok
advantage of a lccation and an -abandoned air strip that had been
used by the 1ist Air Cav the previcus year. The base was named

"Oasis"

Gperat
[FFV, usin
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As the summer monscon
to heavy rainstorms that fell from Just before noon to dusk every

day. Shortly after dark, pericds of clear skies would follow. Star
and moonligh* were av~ilzhie if and when they could penetrate the

double and triple canopy of overhead forest growth, By daylight,
‘the clouds would began to rebuild, and any advantage gained during
the respite would soon be lost to the next day's deluge. During

the rainfall in the Central Highlands totaled 22 inches.
combat battalions sectors of the area west
of the Bde base camp, and search and destroy cperations ‘wers
started. Each battalion moved cut from Oasis, and set up =
Battalion Forward (Bn rfwd), with a Battery of 105Smm artillecy

attachad and positicned so as to provide support to the infantoy
ccmpanies that would range westward to the border. The 10Smm's Fire
i -l -

support range was aporoximately ten kilaometers (six miles), znd <rz:
set the operational limits for the infantry. Prior to moving his
units into the mountains and valleys that lay to the west cf Casis,
Lt Col Philip R. Feir, commanding the 2/35 Inf, and his Operaticns
Qfficer, Major Glenn M. Reisling, Jr., overflew the battalion ars=a
of operations (AQ) and every potential landing zcne (LZ2) was plcto=d
and numbered Ffor future reference. The <Z/35th Bn Fuwd uwas

established at an LZ designated as 11 ALPHA (YA €336 [V, ESsZE83).
Units on the ground

at that location consisted cf the Heacquar-ars
and Ccmmand Grcup, Reconnaissance Platoon,

and an attached Batzi=-y
of 105's from the 2/39th Artillery Battalion. Captain Michael
Trycn's Charlie Company provided the

May, 1866,
GCen Walker assigrned his

T

infantry security for

battalion tactical headquarters. In addition to the artjili
dedicated tgo a specific infantry battalion, additional fire surg;
was available and "on call" from batteries of 1S3mm and &-
howltzers lccated at 8de Fud and from 175Smm  canncns positicre

the Scecial Forces camp at Duc Co.

: 4
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gained momentum, the area was subjectad
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cs MAY 1Sko

The 2/3Sth was conductlng operaticns In  an area measuring
approximately thiccy Kilcmeters, north tc south, lying. jest wes:t =7
=s camps located at Quc Co, ta the saouth, arnd Ple:

Special forc
While Ouc Co enjoyed the advantages afforded

Ojereng, to the naor:h.
by its nearness to Hwy 12 and the fairly cpen terrain immediately =

the scuth, Flei Djereng was isoclated and served as a- blccking
position in the mounctainous terrain to the north. Three east :zc
west valleys divided ¢the terrain assigned to the battalion, each
with its primary stream that served as part of the watershed Shaz
fed westward intc the [a Nam (river) and eventually farther scuth
into the [a Orang. LTC Feir was faced with the tactical decisian as
to how best to employ the assets of his battalion to their maximum
advantage In the rugged terrain within his AQ. In order to do this,
he had to determine which of the three pcssible rcoutes the enemy
would most likely chose as his primary axis if he were to attempt

o b o e R 3/"‘:&-‘—'(— - -y~ m~E e meem bl - T = . i
< —“e SRl LilNT. LS w3 Specilal

o Dy = - L R ! L

Forces camps were lccated adjacent to the narthern and sauthern
apprcaches, but each was positioned to the outside of the high
ridges that flanked the three valleys in question. ALl three_
approaches led into the Highlands, had ample water and their heavy
cverhead cover could easily serve to conceal a main route of advancse
for units up to regimental size. However, the advantages of the :tuo
rcutes to the cutside were flawed because of their proximitu tg :tne
Zpecial Forces camps, and their use would be subject tao discovery -y
.the aggressive patraolling that was characteristic of the uni:cs
stationed within the camps. Because of that, LIC Feir determined
that the NVA would probably select the middle valley because it held
the advantage of remcteness, coupled with a degree of security
provided by the Fflanking ridges and valleys lying to the north ard
south. Further, if his missicn included an attack against either cf

bk — 3 1 - -— b b Lod g - . .
2 Sgzcizl Forcoss ocamp 2 cantar ccute would allcw  the NVA

..... PRSI o QQMPJ, (SR ey
Commander greater flexibility with freedom of movement to the ncr-

or south as a lacter situaticon might dictate.

o~
ns g —

ENEMY SITUATION
01 nAaYy - 25 MNAY 1SEB

Lt Col La Ngoc Chau, Commander of the g8th NVA Regiment, mcues
Nis unit across the Cambodian border inte Scuth Vietnam in early
rfay, iSE8. The c3th NVA had three infantry battalicns assignac:
the 7th, 8th and Sth. Each battalion ccontained approximately %S9

Ccmments on the ENERMY SITUATICON are based cn  kncwn
intaelligence regcrts, on conclusions drawn £frcm the acticns taken Ly
the €3th NVA Regiment before and during the battle at 10 ALPHA anc
on a survey of the ground and surrounding area following the ANVA

withdrawal. Lt Cal Chau ccmmanded the Reglment in Novemper, 1S6S.

Naote:



Affimere and -~e- ard because ~F ==o Rsay  lrccoa  wie —i-
the ia Orang campaign, many of Nis line units were

exgerienced in

macde up cf untrisd and inexperienced pecsanrel, fresh cut cof the He

Chi mMinh pipelin [n additian, the rcegiment carrcieg- an ant:i-

aircraft battery cf i2.Smm, tripcd mgunted, heavy machine guns. The
camo at Plei Ojereng,

E6th NVA was =tc attack the Special Farces
unite with two other regiments of the NVA Z2Sth 0iv, alsc moving t=

the east, ard explglt any success against American and Scuth
Vietnamese forces that might be develcped. Failing this, he was tc
mave -hack across the torder to the sanctuacry provided by Cambodia.

The 63th NVA established a base camp about ten kilometers
inside South Vietrnam and 1000 meters ta the north of a suwampy
clearing that was later to be designated by the 2/3Sth as LZ 10
ALFHA. LTC Chau deplcyed security units cf his regiment around that
clearing and at ather sites within the vicinity of his headquarters
that might serve as landing zones for the American helicopters. At
the clearing closest to his Regimental Headguarters (10 ALPHA), he
placed five of his tripod mounted 12.7mm anti-aircraft guns Jjust
inside the tree line, and the crews dug firing pits intao the swamoy
grocund and camcuflaged the paositions, The infantry units that
ccmprised the main body of his regiment, and cother treceops nceo
required in the headquarters area or occupied with defense aof tre
possible LZ2's, were dispersed and prepared for movement to the east
alorg the stream and parailel ridges that formed the middle avenc>

of agpprcach to Plei Ojereng.

” & % o % 9 e
cB8 MAY LlSEB

Cn the morning cf 28 May, as Executive Officer, 2/3Sth, I tock
ccnvoy of four vehicles from Oasis to the Bn Rear in Pleiku. The
purgcse of the convoy was twa fold - the first being to pick up
several supply items needed at Bn Fuwd and by units warking the bush
farther west; and second, to round up 2/35th soldiers, wha, fcr
whatever reason, had returred to the Bn rear and bhad rnot found
transportation back to their wunits in the field. Upcn arrival in
Pleiku, [ was informed by a member of the staff that Ccmpany 3",
€/3Sth, commanded by Captain James Moisano, had conductad a combat
assault that mcorning and was in heavy ccntact at anm L2 desigrnated as
10 ALPHA., with the supplies and about fcrty scldiers in  hand, cz-e

Ccnvecy immediately returred to Oasis.

=Y
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10SS HOURS: 28 MAY LS68

ne convcy was leaving fcr the Rear, Zravo Ccmrary
Fro 8n Fwud at 11 ALPHA, bound fcr a sma..
ten klicks westward. he unic's

the immediate ar=a

AT che time

cegan {ts alr!l!lf
Clearing near tre crder almast
missicn was T3 zzrduczt a heilkerne assaulz, check
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recent NVA actlvlty anc then sueeg

= - e
(RN

around L2 10 ALPHA for signs of

cverland ug the fleoor of the valley to the east ard Zack i 2
Fach helibcrre assault was preceded by a preparactcry tarrage fFirsd
by the 10Smm Arcy Battery supporting the Bn. The <thirzy to i Y
rourd artillery prep was pcesiciconed to destroy Cr discrupt any enemy
arcund an LZ and tc buy time fcr the first helikcrne lifs to gec in
and place its trcegs o©n the ;ccund, secure the L2 and orcovice
security and sugport for subsequent lifts. Hcowever, the gprep for 10
error using incorrect map cccrdinactes and was

-~ .
-
- =
—l—
- -

ALPHA was plotted in
fired on a clearing some 3000 meters to the scuth. Thus, che
assault at 10 ALPHA went iIn without artillery support. Althecugh

have heen critical, 1t aczually served as an
frcm Bravao Company. When the helicopters

Platogn landed in the thrse tao five

inches of water that covered much of the LZ, the element af taoo
surprise worked in Brava's favor. The NVA soldiers who ue
supposad to be manning the Ffive 12.7mm anti-aircraft weaccns th
had been positiaoned arcund the clearing were nct in the watar Fill!
pits, but were back from the guns an higher and drier grcurd. T“e
heavy forest growth served to cushicn the sound of the apprcachin
helicopters, and the soldiers from the lst Placcon cagtured tmc =)
the guns befgrz their crews could react to the assault landing:
fights erupted around the ather three positions, and they wers

that in itself could
advantage for the trcaops
carrying Lt Bob Ponder's lst

Dot @ -

Fire
cuickly cvercun. Tha NVA tcok immediatz acticn by cocmmitzing mer =2
reinfarce their wunic fighting to recapture thelr guns and rega:in

centrol of the LZ. The second lift, carrying Cpot Moisanc and his
Ccmmand Group, an Elmm mortar section, and part of the 24 Platcen,
Lt Mike Glenn, came in under fire and jocined ¢the acticn. Wizh fi-=
fights creakxng cut all alcomg the unit’'s restrictad perimecesr, Coc
Moisano called for fire sugport frem the arctillery. In so doing,
che suppcrt mission ringed the LZ and preciuded the rest c¢f his
ccagany frcm ccming in, and the trail elements wers fcrced tg r=tucn
ta 11 ALPHA., Brava (=) was on its cwn tag deal with the situaticn of
the ground for the better part of two hours.

m

CURS: 22 may 1g9g

against th L2 zrcke czntacz  ard

The fcrce acplying pressure
wizthdreaw lﬂtS the heavy fcrest to the narth. Arztillery and caczizal
a7 suppcrt werae placed cn hceld, and Cot mMoisarc callsd for ==
Temalining lifts of his urmit to Jecin him. Within an hour, Zrzvce =zc
ccholetsd its insarzicn, and the zerimez=2r was S8cLrsc ard ax-arcec.
Zrzve rzzorzad Iz Sn Fwd fthat the arssz was rzlztlively guisz, il
TWC NVA gsriscners hRad Zeen Iskan, ard that Tive LZ.77m anti-aim=-z -
machirme guns nhacd tceen captirzsd. Trhere was nc lnta2rzsrestsr availzola
iz Zravc; ncwever, cre rCTW cculcd sgeak a lltile Zrmglish, =u- -2
would say ncthing as c©2 the sizes cr designaticn cf the NVA  Sor-g
tthat Srave nad sticrzd uc Trme priscner ackncuwiedged e was  a
memcer cf The ccmcany assigred T Zefernd the LZ, and stated that ~is

iied himsell after Ea-i;ﬁ T2 Te2c3pTurz =i

ccmeary CTocmmander Rad ki
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that pcint were 1:ght and ncre

0
ry
1
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0

Unit casualties up to

cuns.
immediate esvacuaticn.

wcuncded required

-

0
m 3 ry g

An  initial
reestablish contact with the enemy
8ravo Company started the day with a Ffull basic lcad of ammunicz:
(approximatcely =00 rounds), encugh fcod and watar to last for chr
days, and 10 Claymcre anti-persaonnel mines zer sguad. 38y the ¢
the remainder of the company reached the LZ, the two platccons =h
nad been in ccntact were running short of ammunition and had =3
resupplied before any further orfensive action cculd ke mcounced.
After his unsuccessful attempt to determine JusT what size enemu
fcrce his lst Platoon had landed on, Cpt Moisano notified LIC Fei-
that following a resupply for his 1st and énd Platcons, he would te
ready to move back to the east along the flocr of the valley as
criginally directed or to react to any subsequent change in orders.
2ravo was instructed to wait Ffor supply ships and to send cuc
casualties, POW's and the 12.7mm’s. The unit was then to continue
cn its criginal mission: search the immediace ar=a faor cantinced
presence of the ernemy. [f there were indicaticns <the NVA uwers
headed back for the Cambodian border, to wcrk the area gver with =he

available artillery, e

sweep of the immediata ar=a aroyrd  the
failed tc fcrce.  The saldiers

r
)

e 33 a0
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and then move the unit eastuward tc detarmire i°

there had Bbeen any activity alcgng a trail that led beside the strean
bed =f the central valley toward the Bn base at 11 ALFHKA.

-
.

.- ®% ® = =

1400 HOURS: £8 mMAY 1lcSEs

the completicon of the resupply ard evacuation ¢
Bravo's platoccons wers sent out

tm tha nerch amiith oamA L ee-

b% B 1}

following
casualties, weapcns and prisaners,

a "cloverleaf" to swesr “%= =-=2
the platocaon moving to the north advanced into the heavy ground cover

cut from the LZ, enemy activity began again with sccradic Ffipin

from single individuals and small groups disposed alcng a small easc
to west stream, some 150 meters from the Bravo base. The volume cf
Fire ccntinued ¢to build, and the flanks extended as more enemy
Joined the fire fight. The platoons were recalled and tisd tcgether
as grassure bullt against the narthern sector of the hastily Faornec
cerimeter. The attack gained in lts intensity, and Bravo was pinnec
e ke LZ2. Aill offensive motion, either cut frcom the L2 or =ack
tCward the east, was stopped. For the next NCur Cr sc, the grassurs

> g
n

ezced and Slcued as the NVA grcocted the perimetsr, slcwing Tz aimcss
ni. in cne secIco, only To suddenly break cut  with Tansuwed strength
against ancther. )
- - - -« -
12CC HCURS Z39 mAY LZEE
Tre actlicn at 1l ALPHA was menictcresd at Zcth 3n and Zde Tud'e,
arc 1t was r=zadily accarent that dravo was inNtc @ situaticn =Rac
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cculd not te resclved unless acdltlcnal help was sent Ln. Tver
then, if the NVA felt their lcsses wers werth <the effzrt, frcecs
defending <the LZ cculd expect a long and difficult nighc. Tre
decisicn was mace at Bcde Fwd that Company “B" wculd hglid in clzes
and that reinfcrcements and resupply would be airlifted zz che LZ.
In that cther 2/3S:Zh ccmpanies were net  immediatesly zvailabhle fz-
the rceliaf mission cecause cf cohelr deployment eicher cn the hign
grcund parallel tc the central wvalley cor at the En Fud .base, and
because it was believed the ‘“resaction” platcon of C/2/3Sth was cf
insufficient strerngth for the task at hand, Gen Walker tagged che
1/Z8th fcor a rifle ccmpany. "“aAlpha” Company, Czt  Tery Sizancz

was orcer=ad to wmove to a pickup peint arnd  awai-

cmmanding,
transpartaticn to the wesc.

- ® * = =

LE1S HCURS: 28 MAY 1SES

Immediacsly upcn returning to Oasis, [ was told co repcrc oo

Sen Walker in the CGperaticns Centzr at crigade Headguarcars. [ was
briefed on the situation at 10 ALPHA and was told that LTIZ Feir hac
[ ccmmand the r=zlief Ffecrcae. Once cn  the ground at

r2gquestaed that
ccmmand of Both units and their acsachmencs

the L2, [ was to take
and serve as the Task Fcrce (IF)  Ccocmmander. My mission was to
L2, and as scan as the situaticn allcuwed,

renduwct the defensa aof the L&,
Ta resume coffersive  gperaticns., The elements cf the TF uers

Ccmpanies “B", &/3Sth, and "A", 1/3Sth, four 107mm (4.2 inch) mcr-ar
scuads and in tctal, wculd number eleven officers and 252 men. ALl
infantrymen of Alpha Company were issued double basizc lcads cf
ammuniticn, ard additicnal ammunicicon was loaded far dist-ibuticn to
3rava. The flights to pick wup Caot Bizantz's troccos  wers inkcurd,
Al Juse SNlogel wedld wes avaessall@ (O e L0 pica UE 8 rxu-Zz recLco,

Scrrcw an M-18 rifle from SrC Clarence Crawfcrd, Admin Sgt of zhe
c/3Sth, Fill my canct=zen, and get tg the heliccpter pad.

LT HCIUSS: 22 vav 1c2Eg

Flying &s a nitzchhiker gon cre cf the sugccorting sun shizs, |
arcived st LZ 18 &LFHA with the Tirst lift cf Alzra, 1/3Sk=., Tre
-"s2rtign cf the lead element cf the relinfcrcicg  zzmoary wes
2CZcmplisked 2as  tre Fic fight ecrced ard flzwed arzund  oh=
:er§m¢:ar I sat cn the flccr conothe l2ft side of crhe Hisy o og=z
Sw oLnlzizl visw = Trhe sceEre &s Tty guensinlio zarsll T2 lrccurc
Fligns 2s we zZrzczecded dcwn Ine lZrg axis =t °2 cCuticar:s
T@cChinme gunner sgragec the Irsss felcfw The ol -2 & 1=C at ztrs
Tar e2rd cf ke LZ, and as the .ast ToIcs carTi -2 I, mac2 oz
SUlZK Zass ftacx oz e flzcor zf othe clsaring. -S ZIZmment Tz Te
s8s, "Hit cunning, Zecause [ don't Zlanm Td sTtIo!t As D osumped fraom
the skids, [ saw Cct Tcisarce mctizning from the edge =f tRe sr=es a-
he scuth side cf tre L2 .-e gurnsihiz Lifted cff, arn2 e Zcwrwash



frcm the tcdy cf ane

of ics rzoters Slew the olive green gercho ~=
Zravc's saldiers wnhnc was lying amcng <the deac and wcunrcded at t-e
unit collectcicn ccinc. At that time, Cpt Mcisano’'s casualzis=ss
~=~ntalled three killed and ctwenty-two wcunced, and, - aii yers=
evacuated in the cdeparting ships of the remaining rlighcs. I-t
Sizantz mcved nis cecple into positicn and as later arrivals zecanme
available, the Task fcorce perimeter was consclidated and exganced.

10 ALPHA was situatad in a low marsh-like clearing,
completely devaoid of any growth aside from the low grassess
carticular. to the swamps of Scutheast Asia. A fsw scacttered crees
stcod in the western end, some thirty Ccr so meters fooem the edge cf
the surrtounding feresc. At the oppasite end, the heavy grouwth
fFunneled back from the clearing, and presented a limited visw aof =
small portion cof the area scme faorty meters cutside the perimecer.
The LZ measured nct maore than 170 meters long by 100 meters wize,
with the long axis of its slightly oval shape running from norchuesct
Most of the area was covered with standing water f-cm

to southeast.
with the only dry surface being a slighc

one to Ffive inches deep,

riss at the southern end of the clearing. The flocr of the swamo

was thick heavy clay that quickly gave way to rccky ground ac zhe
the watzr line. Tre

trze line wher= the elevaticon rose barely akbove
surrounding forest growth was of tall trees with little undergrcwth
close in to the clearing, but that thickened as the elevation rcss
and the sa.l hecase more Suppurtive, The entraice o the trall ta
the =ast that Brave had been tasked to suweep was clearly visible zc
‘the small end of the funnel as it left the clearing and disappearec
immediately into the .green. At a greater distance to the southeass
stood the dcmimant high ground in the area -~ a mountainous rise
designated as “Chu Ba" on the 1:50000 topographic map.

o = Cm d mdm Yo ket PR - -
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Cocmpany. CCmmunlbatlon with both line companies was no prcbhlem, ancd
cne aof B8ravo RIO's (Radio Telephone Operator) was pressed inco
‘service as the TIF Communications Center and manned the PRC-ZS.
However, communication with Bn Fwd was a bit more complicated. I[n
able to transmit or receive effectively, the radio had tao be mcvecd
from under the 4rees and out intao the open aresa. Several
transmissions were made without Incidence, esgecially during the

On cre attempt to transmit the fcllcwing day, a

- —— - 1

hcurs of darkness.
sniper, who hacd obviously noticed the prccedure, fired, missed, arc
cut cff the antsnna whers 1its base Joined the radic. Saylizht
—zmmunicacicns with 8n fuwd drcopeoed cff sharply aftar thac.

ne zerimetar,

gach ©ifl2 ccmpany cccucied accut helf of oh
4iIh Alzha cerntered cn neorchuwescsrn end and Zravo on :he scuzhessct.
“re flanks wer= tl2d ctcgecther, and Zravo's Claymcre mines and z-i-
fiares were shared with Algpa and placad  into ¢cs;_-un. _rcer
cetier conditicns, the TF cculd have covered a larger area; hcuwever,
ccnsicering the heavy fcrest and the cutlyling dense undergrowth, it
was necsssary IC ccompress the gperimetsr T2 ensure that a cches:ive
a.l-rcund dcefense bpe establisned. with the excepticn of cre

)
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dlatcen, all infantoy cgesiticns were insice The ioee
the water level cof the LZ. The center cf 2ravc's 24 Platccen had o=
Ne scutheast snd ¢f

the ccen end cf the funrnel Iin <

Send +h“ack across
line was able tz maks

Thcugh partially exposed, their

the pcsiticn.
use cf a small ridge cf grcund that was mostly atcve wacar. Their
positicns were ccnstructed using mud and clay &s parapets, forcoified
with lcgs and rcck and anything else tThat was available. The

individual cositions cculd be classed as liztle mcre than scrcre

sheltars.
The heavy mcrtars were mounted cn ThNe rising ground in the
sguthern pcecrtion of the aopen area. Both lire units mcved cheir
organic 81's cut <to Jein with <the 107's, tecause their's was the
only location that wculd allow the overhead clearance necessary for
mortar had fifty ccunds cf high =xglc51VE 4 )

Dr\

Yt ot X

the mortars. fach
and a combined total of twenty-five flares. &tmpty ammunition

filled with rock and mud served as a makeshift parapet atcund
tubes. Because cf theilr expcosure, casualtiss within che mor
secticns were more than equal to their ccunterparts alcng

cerimecer.

rmw oy (D [1] O
f‘ m

)

5\

i
a

Lisutenant Brothers, Artiller Fcrward Chserver ¢

attrazheg to Bravmn fr-om.ths 2/St Arty, also served zs &n
Artillery Liaison QOfficer.” He registered defensive fires arcurd
- If with the 10Smm's from 11 ALPHA covering thrse sides of the L2
with the remaining pcrticon to the northwest covered by fire from
17Smm cannon positioned at Duc Co, some fifteen miles :=o
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scuth.

After establishing contact with Bn Fuwd and giving a gquick
ucdata on the situation, and knowing that darkness waould come early
im the 1uncl=, my first urlcrltg was to walk the perimetsr 4o ensurs
that the troops were LIn the best defensive positions available arc
that they were taking full advantage of any material at hand =:=

trengthen their line. [ talked with Iindividual sagldiers and found
that many did not have entrenching tools with them, and far :ﬁcsa

whno did, the stony composition of the ground did nmot  lermd icsalf to
digging in. Again much would depend an using fallen icgs and zilss
cf lccose stone tc supplement their fortificaticns. At ground isvel,
“he visibility into the undergrowth extz2nded cut scme fifzzan ==
thirty meters, and fields of Fire were presared 22 the =2xtsnc
:cssibia. Cocradwc fir Lﬁg by the enemy kepot mCcstT activizy cut Srznm
n Serimet=2r to a minimum. The sctanding Ttreses gave an acdcecl
meszsurz2 of grotecticn In chat  they preciuded the NVA frzm a2lzcing
machine guns well ECack frcm  the gerimec2r and Sringinmg Lz uncer
Tire, .nstead, ih@ Tnlyg sffsccive Tlfes ThRET zZolll = Zozogho Iz
Zarz was oy individuals who nhad wecrked the2lic way close srcugh 2o zke
Zefense tz fire as soldier against soldis=sr.

Shcrzly after  arriving inm-ccuntoy, Znd LS Michazl Ilann,
yest Pgint Class of 1885, wrgote a letier o 97251dent Lyrcéon Jchrescn
2xXoressing Nis sucgers E:r zhe cocmmiznenct of  Amecizan fzrzes -



Sgutheast Asia and explaining hcw, after being in ccuntry and seein
the pecple and their need, he felt that efforts ta kolstar the Scurh
Vietmamese Gecvernment were Jjustified and that cur naticn _was an tre
right path in its endeavars. In early nMay, Lt Glern regceivecd a
letter frem the Prasident thanking him and saying that his suprer:
was greatly apcreciacted and that several cf his ccmments had zeen
related at ane of the UWhite Hcuse press confersnces. Lieutenanc
Glenn was killed by a sniper that afterrnocn during the fire fight.

- = = - -

ENERY SITUATIGN
1100 - 1S00 HOURS: S8 MAY 1368

arvillery preparation started ¢toc fall arcund ¢t
clearing 30CC meters frcm the site selected faor the Headguar:ts
element af the Egth NVA, the Commander assumed an assault was
pregrass and that  American trocos  weould scon be larding a2 &
loacatign. Because mast of his strength was maving alcng che tra
to the east, he startaed to deplicy cther troops availaktis tag nic
American mcovement ncrthward fram  thac LZ. When the ac:zual landin
cccurred aonly 1C0C meters from his Headquarters, he was caught c
talance, and delayed frcm committing his forces in the immedia
vicinity o deal with the threat. His earlier experiencz with ¢
Cav in the [a ODOrang gave him much cause for concern. An aritilier
prep usually presaged a heliborre assault, and the Cav had made i

the helicopter could land soldiers anyuwher

painfully clear that
there was a large encugh hole 1In the canopy. I[In this case, he uws
locking at ome, prcbhably two, and possibly three or more landings

his Zase ar=a. The longer ne waited to act, the mcre difficuls &
became tg recall and redirect his troops back thrcugh the Forss
gnce they had been committed to the mere distant locacicrs. )
such, the force immediately available to eliminats the Americar
presance at 10 ALPHA was not sufficient to do the Jch, and ==
necessary strength was not able to rceassemble until after &5

remainder of Bravao was safely on the grounrd.

When the
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The £8th NVA was caught cn the "hcrns of a dilemma”. T-=
regiment’s presence had been comgromised. As leng as  the American
unit sat astride its route back inta Cambodia, iz me  izrmger had t-e

freedecm to continue mavement t©2 the east and pessibly  zeczme Soxer

in By mcre such unicts being inserctad an its flarks and acrcsss izs
TIuIt=s 2f maoz! furcther, Lo cculd nct withdraw Lts Tzrocszs zacc
acTiss the tcrder without anticlizating considerzple 2i77iculzy  =s
-2Pg  as the Americars wer2 alicwed Iz ramain and =xzard  tFai-
Slzcking posizicrn. Cn the cther Rard, a8 new cpocrTunity for siccess
wa&8s n the cfferirg in that the american larding zresentsd -2 =3:--
wiih a mecr= lucrative target than cre cf the Sgecial Ferzes camzs -
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mcunt an actack against the side cf The American cerimece
clogsest <to the Headguarters and drive the defenders from the cpe:
clearing. The advantages were twc fold. 0Jnce The Amé:‘caﬁs wer
dislcdged c the LZ and driven to the <scuth, and away Srom -
S8th Regimental Headguarters and the logistical suobcor:t  stock
at that l!ccatian, ccntrol, coordination and ra2supely  wcul
their defermse would kecome FfFtra
the US fcrece coul

virtually impossible, and
Thus, using the returning assets of the &&th,

The second plus was by limiting
chances cf NVA Ciri

surrounded and destroyed in detail.
the perimeter to cne side, the iring

The course of action elected was T2 recall cthe Cutlyinrg

units,

the attack an
into their comrades on the gpposite side cf the narrow clearing was
gliminated.

The NVA units moving to the east were recalled. Cre

sized element was detached and was Sent o exsrt pressurs

company
against the 2/35th Fwd base at 11 ALPHA in ocrder to disrupt zhe
artillery support ceming from that positicn. Lorng befcre the ficsc

mount any scrt of sustained erfgors

units recturned and were ahle tao
against the defense at 10 ALFHA, the remaincer of the IF, with itcs

resupply cf ammunition, was on the ground, and the early advantagrn
enjoysed by the Scth NVA had been lost.

.- @ W w =
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1800 - c400 HOURS: &8 MAY lESEs

The weather cooprerated, and the TIF enjoyed one of the rars
twenty-four to thirty-six hour breaks in the mcnsoon ssason. As
darkness fell, the companies sent cut two-man Listaning Paosts (LP's)]

some 10C meters forward of each platoon for early warning againe-
thal were sure o ccome, 8y 1S30, cthe

- -
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mortars and artlllerg, From both 11 ALPHA and Cuec Co, werz adjustcac
with concentrations registered Just outside bursting radius frcm the
infantry line. With the exception of spcradic snizgsr Sire and an
cccasional isolated burst of activity as the NVA prohed atound the

perimeter, the early paortion of the night ==ss=ad gishene ~0 -
was called for cn 2 r=2gular uaSlS Juszt

¢

Sl e em=~Seg SUO@ICCT
ta disc urage any close-in buildup of NVA., Early on, the defencers,
ather than the mortarmen, were fcortunate encugh to have a2 full meen
that Ffiltsred dcuwn thraugh the double cancpy and gave srsoken
visibility ferward cf some paositions cut some twenty meters o=
bettzar. For the nmext several hours, the men In the circls tightsrecd
their grip cn the L2, and waited fgor <che snemy <o make his rexs
mogve. tThe Jungle was lacking the usual mcises that start ‘ust af-ar
2ark when trhe insects and lizards inm  thac -=25izn Try TS cutdc sach
cther with signaling scunds of grezetings, warnings c©r whaisver, The
message in tThat gart of the world was, "When There’s ncihinmg cuc
there, scmethirg’'s cut thers!” The lcng silsnce  was Srckan Sy ar
cccasicnal shot Zy cne of the infanmtoymen ©s2aciing T3 an urexslaineds
scund ccming Scom ocut in the Jungle. 1¥ arsuweresd, tte rasgcrss

sunctuated by tRe "mAunmir

wculd be met with addictignal rifle fire,

Ve
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and impact cf an gutgoing 4Cmm High Explasive (HE) rcocund from ane z:

the M-72 Grenade Launchers. Situation reports wers negative, z.o
the unit ccmmanders were enccuraged to have their so~dler5 swap cf?

SNCTT gericds Ccr resc.

- ®% w =% w% @ =

C001 - 0132 HOURS: <cS MNAY LSEs

-Just after midnight, several aof the LP’'s in positions forward
of the northern porticon of the perimeter creported hearing mcvement
ta their front. The majority of the activity was concentratcad

manned by Alpha’'s and Bravao's 3Zrd Platoons.

Forward of the sectocrs
to full alert; however, it was daub%rl

The perimetsr was returned
that any of the US troops were taking advantage of an cpportunity =a

get any sleep at that time. As reparts of the activity increaseq,
Vietnamese speaking wvoices could be clearly heard ccming frcom che
diracticn of the suspected buildup. LIC Feir had been kept aware cf
the status of the TF through hourly Sit Rep's, as had bkeen = e
battery aof the 2/%th Arty thrcugh the efforcts of the Sactalizn

Artillery Liaison QOfficer,
the perimeter were instructed to

that would probably ccme shartly
mountains scutheast of cur positicn

be prepared fcr a renewed attack

after the moon passed below tre
At 0115, a trip flars

line of
was ignitec fcorward of Alpha’'s &nd latcen, fcolilcwad almesc
immediately Ly argther trip going of £ to Bravo s fraont. AS scunds

cf ‘mavement parallel to the LZ continued to build, the men in tre
LP's along the northern sector were instructed to ceturn to s-e
perimeter. The noise of men maoving through the neavy undergrowch

could be clearly heard by the men along the foxhole line, and L=
Brothers called for artillery flares gver the farest to the ngroh.
The Battery responded with an immediate Ffire missicn. [t was
quickly discovered that the flares served to the NVA's advantags
more than our own because our backs were to the apen area and wers=
silhouetted against the light. The flares were shut down, and a
helicopter flare ship that was offered for assistance was resfusad.

Ihe Fire mission was changed to HE, and Lt Brothers adjusted &the
scuncs aof acvemanc. for & Gcrief gericd, ke

- \-nukll-lts i ot

activity ceased.

as the moon started tg slide sehind cthe me
a voice called cut from ke Zarkne

~— o

nave twa hours <o s rTencder ST di=z.

At QlZ2, Just
crcminent peak of the Chu EBa,

st
ss
.

Captain Richard Erbaucher. The units cr

ard demanded: "Amercicans, ycu
42l7cst 2t crce, a seccrd veice resconded cfcocm el CNGg tre 2.zZrg ..-=
4izh., "Charlis. ycu Nave two DCUCS <O K1SS Wy a8S8s: | A.. <A =rsus =3
dCcrerensicn aiong on lire was cuick.y te..8ved Zy The .Laulghtar
that  orcke cut acrcss the e2ntice cerimetar., For ctvicus r=2ascre.
ihe g8th NVA must have corcluded that the TP had r=fised the -wc
SCUrs chat had zeen cffered.
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small arms and automatic weagcns Fi
i the positions of the twoc 3cd
AT that mcment, little activity was noted forward cof

cther positians. As the incoming small arms fire reached i:=s
a group of fcrty cr so NVA came yelling and charging out cf
darkness toward defensive line. Lt Brothers had alérced
arcillery, and as the attack started, so did the 2/S8th's suppor::

Tires. The first of 1500 artillery rounds that would be fFired

support throughout the remainder of the fight straddled the chargin
enemy and destroyed any advantage their numbers might have achievecd
had they survived to reach the perimeter in farce. The IF mortars
added their weight toc the defense as the crews resconded with equal
measure. Soldiers fired from behind their barricaded positicns ac
scunds and muzzle flashes to their frant - cccasionally an NvVA wculz
be briefly silhcuetted by an exploding artillery rcund, and he wculd
immediately draw fire from all thcse who were guick encugh to scec
him. After about thirty minutes, almost as quickly as it had begun,
the NVA broke off the action and withdrew back into the darkness anc
the security of the forest. The cnly scunds laft were the mgans o=
their wounded as they tried to work their way ©back though thre

wndergrowth and away trom the line.
-
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The initial attack broke out directly acrocss the perimeter

frem the TF CP, and as we waited for the events to scrt themsalves
cut, the CP group was alerted by a8 heavy crashing coming through :che
undergrowth heading directly for us. The tensicon was broken bu a
voice loudly announcing that he was an, "LP, comin’ in! L2, comin’
int"., He not only “came in", he passed through the 1line, and his

zarTizsd Fim well into the zZgen center cf cthe perimecer

TCTentum
before he slowed dcun.

=

The respite was short lived, and within a feu minutss, ¢
The attacking force follcwed a similar pat:zern
thra night. As each attack uwas :teatean back,
the NVA would break contact, and the firing would die dcwn. Several
times cduring the treaks in the action, the scunds of nen chsering in

attack was reneued.
throughcut the rest ¢f the

the distance could be heard, and their cheers would Ze answersd rFu
thcse of the enemy who were regrcouping claser ts the cerimeter. as
the farther groups closed, their cheers wculd merge wizh those --=

would crder them fcruward, anc ancorer

cur front, a8 single voice

b -

assault wculd ke launched against the line.

As the night prcgressed, the sccee cf
-

ilat
ar

2 irclude the defensive sectors of the 2nd ccnr, , \ -
st Flatcon, Zrcava. By this time, constant tillery sugzert was
ceing reguestecd, arnd Soth cthe i1C7mm and Elmm mcriacs rca2cercad S~eu
were startinmg tz cun lcw cn HE ccounds. Several times unizs ms:;
T2minced that as an NVA effcrt troke and  thelr firing diminisked
the defenders had to cdo the same in crder &2 insure that the '

m



ammunition that was left would carry until daylight and lasc unc:i:

the IF cculd be resupplied.

- ®% =% = =

0330 HCOURS: ES nAY 1ces

Alpha reported one of the squads within its Zrd Plataodn had -un
cut of ammuniticn, and without coordinating with anycne, had
withdrawn into the gerimeter. Cpt Bizantz closed the gap with the
fire of an M-€0 machine gun. However, because there was continuing
pressure along that portion of his line, he reported that i+ was
possible that several NVA may have passed through the gap befcre it
was closed and coculd be

inside the defense. The word was passed
that everyone was immediately to get

intoc a prore pasitiaon, and the
8l's were told to hang a flare directly aoverhead. Instructiaons were
given to shoat anyane on his fest when the "lights" came cn. By t-e
light of the flare, it was determined that the pcsition had naot been
rengtrated, and two firs

teams were maved across from  the coposice
side of the perimetsr to repair

up the break. Alpha's erranc squad
was rcunded up, cesupplied and ceturned ta the linme. (Quring the
courses of the battle, that remained the only incidence of that scr-.

.
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0%1S HOURS: 28 nAavY 1866

The NVA broke contact and withdrew to the north of the LZ. ac
this time, it was estimated the TF had been in contact with ar
element of about battalion strength. The artillery continued z=
wcrk algng the cthre=atened portion of the linme, and as the pressurs
fell away, rcunds were shifted tg harassing fires to the nerth arcs
norchuest. The 10S's had been served withcut interruption desci-=
an abocrtive ground attack that was launched cut of the darkress
against 8n Fuwd at 11 ALPHA. The infantrymen of Cpt Tryan's Charlie
Company defending the base had little difficulty dealing with =ke

attacking fcrce.

The crcblem of ammunition resupply aleng the line =eczme
2 acute as the night praogressed. Ammuniticn was redist-isyucad
fTm casualtlies who had been remcved tc unit collecticn poincs arc
from the uncommitzad particn cof the Lire tc  these whc needaed -

N fwd was nctifled that 1f the attacks wers rarewyec

mcstc =z

SIZTIirued o cZa2cTy the welight of thess  2xcerisnced t-us far =
Caglignt the ammunizicn situaticn wculcd Ze serigus and That an ezrq .
“e@surgly was cocitzical. BecaLse cf the heavy ground-tc-ais Ti-a
exzeriercac oy the reliccpoisrs e2arlier in the evening, an atizmps ==
T2succly i the darkness was naot cconsidered an immediate = ﬁi:ﬁ.
Surcrisingly ercugh, TF cascaltiss remained light throughcout  =-e
night, <zwc XIA and nine WIA, g2rctably tecause all cf tke trzcos
aicng the lin were prcne  ard had ccontinued S imcrove tRei-
cCsiticrns Zurirg 2very zZause .0 the  2czicn., Curirmg zhe nignhz, ~-=
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NVA were {orced to fire at muzzle flashes rather than at individua.
saldiers. However, for that same reascon, most cf bhe wouncs
~eceived during that pericd were serious head and shcul@sT hics.

Aside from an cccasicnal shot frem an enemy zcsicicned -
clcse to the perimeter, the NVA pressure ceased, and the atiack was
arcken cff. Again, volces of personnel and scunds cf (ndividualis
dragging off their dead and wounded were easily heard as they
withdrew from contact. The artillery was adjustad o sgeed them cn
their way. Wicth the break in <the action, uwcunded were ccllected,
available ammunition

was again stretched cut among the derenders,
and ta the extent practical, LP's were reestablished.

" ®» % = »

CS30 HOURS: 23 MAY lEeo

Just before daylight, Medevacs (Dust Off) were requested cick
up several of the more seriously wounded men. Bn Fwd indicated tha:
a single ship was inbound and that the plilct and his crew har
volunteered because the LZ was considered tco "hot" for other shins
To be crdered in. His ship could take cut five of the wcunded, anc
on the advice of their Medics, unit ~commanders had to selsct which
men wculd go. This was exgremelg difficulc, because 1f the morning
‘did not bring an improvement to the TF situation and allcuw
subsequent lifts to come in, they were deciding at that mcment who
might live and who might not. The bird could be heard as it
approached the LZ from the east 1long before its running lights
appeared over the Chu Ba. The Medevac was about 1000 meters south
aof the L2, and when told to swing north, the pilot called Ffcor =
to lccate the clearing in the darkness. A green star cluscar

Flare

rose to meet him. The ship came in Just above the tree tcocps, dresw

grzen trecar firs from savarzl NYA ansamatic w2acaors er ~~ira and
second flare died away. The five wounded

dropped down just as a
were placed on beoard, and
the bird flew the soldiers directly

drawing fira as it climbed zapove =
to the Evac haspital in

trees,
Gui Nhon. The word was relayed that all had survived. HKcuever, cre
of men not selected died before the next Medevac could get inmts che
2. Trat aircraft came in at 071%, and, much tO cur surscrise, was
abi=2 zz 1iff cut with seven aof cur wcunded cn Zgard

CB810 HCURS: 2% mAaY L:Zgo
As sccn as  there was sufficisnt daullizght, The ccmzarizs  sers
crierad to send cut their olatzccns, orne a8t @ Time and sszarcch the
rs

arsa immediacely to their fronts. They weres tc clear any sni:z
who were still in their sectecrs, bring in any weocunded cr wearcnrs
that were discavered, check for anything cf inteiligerce vaive and
get a bcdy count. Because cf the uncertainty ccncerning cthe size cr

£ clatccns were C2strizted foom

£ <he =2zremy fcorcce, the

a4 Pt
S.StCsiTlzon, o



sweeping beycond 1C0 meters from the perimeter. As each olaccen
moved out, the platoons an the gerimeter expanded left and right =g
fill the gap until the sweep was ccmpletad. As Alpha's Zpd Plateen,
Lt Light, was making its sweep, 1t re2ached the limiting distancs as
it apprcached a small stream in fraont of the ccmpany cesiticn.
Acrtaoss the stream were a number of NVA  bediss, with wuwesaccns are
packs still in evidence, cthat had bBkesn caught by ore of th

artillery fire missions, and the platoen moved to check them cuct.
As they were crossing the stream, the NVA renewed their attack. The
unit was hit in the front and flank and was pinned daouwn. Cz=
Bizantz asked for permission to try to extract them, and as Cat
Moisang spread his company ta ccver the perimeter, maved his ather
two platoans forward. Fire missians were called to build an
artillery box around the trapped wunit and isclate them frem their
attackers. Cot Bizantz lead the relief and was successful in
reaching and bBringing cut all orf ni1s pegpie, to i1ncluce nis aead ard
wounded. HKe was the last of his unit to return to the perimeter,
and as he did sao, he was described by his oaone cf his scldiers zs
ccvering the withdrawal, firing an M-168 with cre hand ard an AK-=7
(NVA autcmatic weapcn) with the cther. The relief was suczessful,
but at a ccst of six killed and thirteen waunded, equivalent ta mcr-
than sixty percent of the platcon’'s strength. L& Light survived che
Fire fFight. Twa weeks lacer, while in the 1/ZSth’s base camp ac
Czsis, he was killed when a .weapon was aciidenrally discharged.

- As the two ccmpanies rcresumed their positions, the NvA
closed and renewed their efforts against the perimeter. Qver the
next four hours, the 668th NVA's attack slowly expanded to the fianks
so as to involve mare and more of the TF. The attackers came in
bunches - noct in the human waves as the Chinese had in the Xcrean
War - but in groups of Ffrom platcon to company sizs=. They wculd
charge cut of the forrest and undergrowth, yelling and shccting, and
straight against the perimeter - without any cbvious effort =c
of the grcund and cover. Because of their retzi
many of the enemy uwere cut down by
the mortars and artillery,

move
tzke advantage
disregard for their own safety,
the concentrated fires of the defenders,

ard R ska Hdeme mimrnare A7 helicaontscs that wersg  atcasmeries --
e~ Bl
T2suEpply The position.
- -* <* - -
INENY SITUATICN
CiCC - C7CC HCURE: c& r~mAaY .cz2=
As che c=cailed cunizs zf the Eggth NVA r2tur-ed =z cReli-
Ts2gimental tase area, trey arcived aftsr aiZrnigznt I zug e .-
-"Crzments - cre gorcup arcurc CilC0 amd the ctifher sihortly zefzrs
CzCo. rcecm the welccming cheers that weres heard frcm Zime T2 tiae
{2 was acgarsnt :that smaller eiaments ccntinued TC  arcive in ==
atlack staging ar=za until well ints tThe merning. From ke size arce
ccmpcsitizn cf ke attacking grcuos, it acggeared ctkaz -Re NUA
Ccmmander cocmmizzad his units T©S the acticn agsinst t-e Amerisan



gositicn as they became avallabie. Inus, lnstead cf waiting ancd
mounting an cverwhelming effort, his strength was spent plecemeal,
and he failed to capitalize on his advantage cf superier numbers.
Once committed, individual units seemed to be acting 1ﬁﬁependentL;
and withcut the benefit of centralized directicrn and control.,

- - @ = -

0B3C HOURS: 18 MAY 1SEa

perimeter became actively engaged in the
constant heavy contact along the line, and
the danger of ground-to-air fire, the resupply ships were loaded and
marshalled at 11 ALPHA pending a break in the action. After an hour
of continuous effort, the NVA breoke off and retired inta the Faresc.
As was the previous experience, there would be shart breaks in  cthe
fighting against any cne paint of the line, and at times, the entire
attacking force would withdraw for a period that might last fram zen
to up to thirty minutes. As this pattern develcped and to take
advantage of any opportunity the lulls might present, resupply ships
and Medevac’'s were placed in arbit nearby. At CS4HS, with the fire-
real break in the action, three ships flying at tree top level and
“with their feoot to the firewall"” came into the LZ. They cff-lgacded

107mm and 3lmm mortacr Aansunitinn, along with small arms  and rourrfs

fer the M-78 Grenade Lcunchers. Alerted that the ships wers

“.inbound, wounded were moved from the collecticn points closer to tre
touch down areas. | TF wounded fFilled those ships to capacity. A
second effort was made to resupply at 1015, but the aircraft wers
driven of f by heavy ground-to-air fire. Rather than abandon the
mission completely, the helicopters made one more pass over the
clearing and the door gunners "kicked out" their loads at 20 Fee-
and about 110 knots. That became the final resupply Ffor the
morning. Although several attempts were made, noc more aircraft were
able to land at 10 ALPHA until late in the afternoon.

Sixty percent of the
cdefense, and hecause of

When aircraft would come up on the Ir Cmd Net and repor-
they were inbound, Lt Brothers would lift or shift supporting fires
ccming from 11 ALPHA and Duc Co to keep fraom hitting our own pecplse.
Ouring those respites, ¢the TF picked up the firepower of the
gunships that were escaorting the supply aircraft, in additicn 2o tre
searching fires from the gutboard door gunners, and wused them zz
make strafing rcuns parallel to our positions. Pilots reporsoaz
engaging enemy trocops as close as ten meters fgorward of the fighting
cositions. RT0's alang the line, speaking directly to the gunshics
were mcre than once heard to say, “That was just right. Could ycu
move it in ancther ten feet aon the next pass?’ The shics would -ass
on information concerning what they cbserved, roll cut, and crce
they had clearsd the area, the artillery and mcrtars would commenrcs

their close surport missions once again.

experiencing difficulty getting <czhei-

The mortars uwere
to be effective, Ltecause sven

rounds in clcse enough to the line

i3



fFiring the minimum range placed most of the rcunds out inta the
Fha ~Aea HEL .

- 1t mdm 1 e d P =} - T ~e H
lgsc” ccnditicn. i€ counter this, the crewus bLuil-s

rcresct and Ln &
legs of the mortars, and with minimum

supcorts under the biped
charges, fired their rounds almost straight up sa thdt they cculc

impacc Jjust beycnd the bursting radius of the shells.

- ® % e =

0S30 HKOURS: 28 nAY 1866

The gnly positions that had naot become engaged in the expanding
fFight were thase of Alpha's 1lst and Bravo's 2nd Platoons, and
both were directly across from the portion of the perimeter that
experienced the heaviest NVA pressure. The TIF Cmd Post was at the
Junctiorn of these units. The action against the defense continued
with wvarying degrees of intensity - slowing to a halt against are
sector and swelling to a peak against another only a dozen or so
metece a.an Hmameuar at no time was the entire position involved.

and the TF enjoyed the advantages of "interior lines" allowing taoth
men and ammunition to be moved to balster more critical points.
Although there was a
designated as the TIF reserve, individuals and fire teams frcm the

unccmmitted platcons served ta plug the gaps created by the losses

Eeing taken along the far side cof the perimeter.

Fire

: General Walker had been keeping close touch with action an
the ground and had been overhead several times on the evening of the
€8th and again since Jjust befare daylight an the 23th. He had been
keeping abreast of the situation by monitoring transmissions betueen
the TF and Bn Fwd. On occasion, he came up on the TF net to request
an update or to pass along some bit of infaormation he felt userful,
tut basically, he left the fighting to those on the ground. He used
his influence to insure that the troops continued tao get all the
suppert  that was available in that part of Vietrnam, and on ane
occasion, because of increased sniper activity against the exposed
pcsition af the radio during transmissions to Bn Fuwd, the General

served as an airborne relay.

”- & @ &« =

1130 HOURS: 28 mAY 1S6a
at 10 ALPHA was the focal point for the moment iA
Zane, and as the day wore gcn, mere arc
more ajrcraft appeared overhead and asked if  they cculd provide
assistarce. Scme were Army, scme were Alr rarce, and same yers
tctal mystery. Several of the tactical aircraft were responding
specific support missions, while octhers were out cruising <
“targets of opgporcunity” or were returning from a prior mission wi
! available. All were agpreciated zy

ercimance ard fuel still
targets out frem the L2 uwerz nc

tT2ces on the grcund, In that
or several cf the pilcts were asked

visitle %o memkers cf the TF,

The actian
the enctire [ Ccrps Tactical

b LS TS IV
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small group of men near the CP that had bheer-
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direct thelr attention <cto the regroupling areas to the north of the
L2. Others were asked to concentrat2 on the areas to the east From
which the cheers of newly arrivirg NVA could be heard._ when the
situation allcwed, gunships were invited tao make supporting rcuns
along the flanks of the perimeter, and take action against any

targets they cculd identify.

as a Huey gunmship started 1its cun, =he
that had been positiorned in a
and he was advised =g break
His first pass was

On one cccasiaon,
pilot was advised of a machine gun
tree at off the southeast end of the L2,
he completed his pass over that sectar.

left as
frem east to west, firing his outboard (right) dcor guns as he fleay
the line. He did a tight turn, came arcund and made a return pass

from west to east. As the ship completed its second pass, it rolled
out to the right and was immediately taken under fire by a stream aof
green tracers as it exited the LZ. The helicopter disappeared frem
view and suddenly reappeared coming in from the north, low over the
trees., A  hugh jet of smoke and flame was boiling from the fuel
tanks on the left side of the aircraft, and it was struggling tc
stay airberne long encugh to reach the security of the LZ. The Huey
bounced to a landing about forty meters from the mortar cesicicns
and both pilaots and door gunners unloaded and cleared the aircraft
almost before the water they had sprayed into the air on impact hac
& chance to cettle. The shirc contirnued to butn for several mirutss
with machine gun and rocket rtounds “cocking off", causing scme
.concern in the section of the perimeter closest to the wreck. The
status of the crew was relayed to their frilends overhead, and For
the time being, they became "instant” infantrymen in Alpha’s znd

Fflatoaon.

" % ® = =

1145 HOURS: 23 MAY 1S68

An  NVA unit numbering around forty broke from the Ffunnel
leading intc the tree line directly in front of Bravo's 2nd Platoon.
That unit was positioned across the open scutheastern end of the LZ
and was back from the tree line scme twenty-five ar thirty merters.
From the confusion in their ranks, it appeared that the NVA expected
to close with Brava at the edge of the trees, and failing <o mee:
the expected resistance, their momentum carcied them out into the
apen. They were immediately taken under fire, and suddenly findirg
-hemselves exposed, began milling arcund. A mortar round Ffirad by
Sergeant Evans' section of 8lmm’'s landed at their leading edge, and
the front ranks of the NVA turmed and ran back 1into the agthers.

Scme of them made it back into the wcods, others broke lef- e
rtight. Thaose that ran to  their right meoved garallzal to the line,
ard then for scme distance, stayed within easy visual range of k=
men in pasition. The majority of this group became casualtiss in
short order. Cf the cnes that mcved to their left, two autcmatic
weapcns t=2ams were able to establish themselves in the trees abcut
1CC meters cut. Cn oczasion, either of the guns would fire dowun che

2l



long axis of the perimetsr, but because af intervening tre

Fire did little more than cilip limpos ana leaves anrd drop them c
Their fire downed at least agne helicaopter beEcLe

J

trccps celcw. m
wers eliminacad. That Huey lost mast of its hydraulic “rluid, :u;
made it kack into the LZ wlthout further damage and without in ury

As uwere their predecessors, they uweres acdded to t-e

tC  the crew.
trcops on the line.

- &% w% = =

12CC HOURS: 28 mMAY LlSka

The action concentrating against the TF continued to accucy the
center ring of the only "shcw in town”. Unidentified aircraft came
up on the radio, inquired how the situation was gclng, and asked if

they cculd be cof assistance.

a Forward Air Controller (FAC)Y, fiying a

0-1A light agbservaticn Birddcg, checked intg the net and askeH ifF uwe

cculd use two A-1lE Skyraider's that were "loaded for bear” zand
He indicated the fixed wing aircraft were

Just after naoan,

looking for targets.
carrying &ECmm rockets and napalm. Lt Braothers shut dcun the
artillery, and the NVA machine guns that had teen set up back in the
trees tao o©ur scoutheast were designated as the target. men ac

.2 threw smoke grenad=2s to indicat=z 5 lire af
fFlight, and a compass heaaing aof l 0 degrees from the center of the
LZ - with an estimated distance to where the guns were located wers
passed to the FAC. The planes made two rocket runms and received
recurn fire each time. The FAC called for the napalm, and as the
first A-1E made its pass, the aluminum tanks splashed Fflame ard
smoke into the forest, on line but well beyond the targec.

gronsite erds of the

oy
]

trail aircraft became disoriented, made a S0 degree errar in ics
flight path, and came in aover the LZ an a north to south run. The
TF CP group was alerted toc the impending danger when gne cof ct-e
nearby Bravo troops yelled, "God Almighty, look out!" The A-1E, atc
tree top height, released its napalm tanks as it passed aver the Sar
side of the perimeter, and as they Ffell, the tanks gave tre

hugh silver cigars slcwly tumbling tcuwards tre

apegearzarnca of two
[t was as if the CP had been the designated targec

Command Grcup.
ihe right tank hit exactly five feet in front of the gositicn, ard

the blast, metal and flame went aver and fFanned ocut beyond i:. TRe
left tarmk fell about Ffive meters Ffarther in, was deflected y 3
iarge tre=s, ard its napalm cassed aver most of the men cn the ;r:Cnc
anc carci=d cut teyond the gperimeter. Gf the eleven mer arcurd =-=
C?, nire were injured. Lt Srzcthers received third degree tucrs =n
his tack, and 1st Sergeant Zcx, 3rave, who at the moment ofFf imzacs,
was werking with a soldier who had Just teen wounded, had cnlg
encugh reacticn time to raise his hands to ccver his facs. In scitiz
of receiving severe turns cn his hands and Face, his eyes were -c-
infured, ard wizhin ssveral uesks, Fe returned Ttz duty  wizh ke
CCmpany . Nene cf the wcunds frem the fire or exploding ctanks were
fatai, =Lt cecause of them, six men were eventually evacratss “-=nq
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country. 1he twec who were not burned had aveolicded injury - zcne U
dashing cut into the open so that the tanks passed over and hj-
behind him, and the other, by diving into & water-Filled foxhcle.
The PRC-2S that had been serving as the IF net control “Staticn was
destroyed, and <the Artillery radic was pressed into immediacs
service tc nctify the FAC and anycne else listening cf the errcr arc
to call off any subsequent runs. The pilot of the errant A-1Z cculs
be heard cver the FAC’'s radioc saying, "I will not drop uniess
[ will not drop unless requested.” [t was cbvicus he hac

requested,

become aware of the mistake about the same time as thecse an the

ground. The target in question was still active, and the FAC uas
around again, to make a dry run =2

requested to bring the aircraft

were back on target, and then to engage with whatsver

ensure they
grdinance they had left. The NVA machine guns ceased to he =
problem at that time.

Just before the napalm incident, Bn Fwd had been cantac-zc
cn the Admin net with a "Dust QFf" request, and the Bn &-=,
Logistics Officer, Cpt Ted Orum, had been informed that the TIF had
ten KIA and thirty-eight WIA for evacuation. He was an his way tc
inform LIC Feir of the request just as Cpt Bizantz, from his vanctago

began reporting that the TF CF

point on the opposite side of the LZ,
had been hit by napalm, and that he cculdn’t see any movement wishin

the Command Group. At that moment, Cpt Orum announced that 10 ALSHA
had tan degd and talroy-gignt wounded, and it was assumed he was

. talking about casualties as the result of the napalm strike. The zn
Cmd Group was stunned into silence. Almost immediately fFrom c-e
they heard, AC:
! "

radio they were using to monitor IF transmissicns, ‘F
Tell that son of a bitch to abcr:

FAC! Cease fire! Cease fire!
functicning, and ;nLngs

[t was ocbvicus that the TF Cmd Gp was still
at Bn Fwd returned to the businmess at hand.

s W ® % =

1245 HOURS: 23 MAY 1SEo

Cemeral Walker Joined LIC Feir at 11 ALPHA in the sarly
aftesrnoon to finalize the best course of action concerning the £ Gghz
and the troops at 10 ALPHA. He was faced with the same decisicn
that had created the TIF on the 28th. That being, whether to reca:.

the ground force or ta reinforce it with more trocops and attempt :=
regain the initiative.

To do nothing was to invite the NVA ==
continue to gather i{ts units on either side of the border unti:
~umzZers were sufficient ta

eventually Ccver rcun tThe perinezar.
Unless the NVA were forced back from the

LZ, any attempt tg ex=-rac-
wculd be difficult at best, and the trail units in the extractizn
would be placed in an almost impossible situation. Otherwise, zhe
trcoos wcould have to zbandon the L2, and using the artillery anc
gunships as escaorts, attempt to break ocut to the east. Neircher

H?:l -

cption was acceptakles The Gene”al's decisiaon was tg rzinforce yi
the remainder cf the 1/38th Inf, under the cummand of the Brigace

Symm el g PSS e - mFal St W mmm =
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the decision. Hcwever, GCecause of the logistics involved wi=n
helitorne operaticons, it wculd be after 1430 before the Flights and
- armed and fueled - and the relief forcs

escarts would te assembled
lifted Frcm its present locacien and transparted to 10- “BLFHA. The
thrust of the message from General Walker was: “The relief was in

mcticn. LTIC Kinmgstcn ard the 1/ZSth were an the way, and uncil they
arrive, dig in a little deeper and hang on to what you've goo!

As the wmcrning had prcgressed, the situation had nct
improved by any appreciable amount. However, the perimeter remainred
scund, and the men in the positions had stopped every thrust the Nva
had made without any ever reaching the defensive line. Aside from a
few moments that were clase, the NVA effort did not appear ta ke
gaining strength. Gf considerable caoncern was that the NVA seemed
to have an endless supply of men to send against the TF positiors.
As friendly casualties continued to mount, with resulting gaps 1in
the lire, there was no way of replacing them other than by thinning
other areas to serve the demand. [ was not alone in my concern cuer
this, and it became ogbvious that the question of our continued

success was on the minds aof many of us. Following one of the haurly
RTC hesitated and then asked if he ccould

sit rep’'s from Alpha, the

asxk a gquestion. "Major, are we really going to get cut aof here?" |

told him that no American wunit that [ knew of had surcendered in

Vietnam, and we wers nat abgut to be the first. (Gen Walker had the
ard we would be still here to gres. the

ralizf Fovee cranking yp,

1/35th when they came in.
"Thanks, [ Jjust wanted to krcw."”

There was long silence and he said,

- @ &% =% =

1300 HOURS: @238 MAY 1SB6

cmpany medic came to the CP area and told Cpt Moisang

LA A TR T Ty
wich tk=2 Cemparny Slmm mcoiars,

A Bravo
that Sgt Evans was dezad. The Sgrt,
had been hit in the legs - a bullet passing through ore and almcs:

remaving the kneecap from the aqther. [nstead of allowing himself =c
be removed to the relative safety of the company collection coint,
ne chose to stay with the mortars and keep his tubes in actien.
“men an assistant gunner was Kkllled, he reorganized the gun crew and
talked the lcader and ammuniticn bearers through the layging arc
firing procedures. Sergeant Evans stayed with the guns until, afcer
2ceiving at least one mcore wcund, he died from loss cf Qlcee arc

ncck.

l')l

S

Another of the individual actigns that cccurrced cduring -
had had previous dea.ilings with a
Presicdent of a Fitness Scar=.

(10

Tight involved a scldier that I

Schofield 2arcacks while serving as

- -

-"e scldier had lef: the PX teer garden and, instead of returning ==
nis barracks, had deciced tc go o the Fost Library, stand cut frzmc
ard exgcse himseif Tz any ladies who might be passing Zy. The Sfi-sc
terscn Tz gpass wmas che Pcst CZuty Cfficer, and when the sclidia-

ecd to "at:tention”. OLOrcpping his ~arcs

failed tz salice, =e was ca:ile

(Y]
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frem his front and ccming to attenticn, his Intentlons were exposed,

and [ got the Jcb as President of his Board. Althcugh cbvxcusxw
guilty, we decided that his behavicr had been influenced ¢ty the
Seer, and since he had no frevious disciplinary problieRs, he uwas
given another chance. “Figleaf", as he became known in scme
was on the Bravo 3rd Platcon line a few meters fccm g

circles,

machine gun team. UWhen an incoming grenade killed the gunner and
badly wounded the assistant gunner, thres NVA broke from "“cover and
tried to capture the weapcn. “Figleaf" saw them coming, ran from

fully exposing himself - but in an entirely different
sense of the word - to enemy fire and reached the machine gun Just
ahead of the NVA. He dropped into the firing position and drove off
the attackers, killing two of them in the prccess.

his position,

Throughout the action, the NVA mortars were emplcyed
On the Ffirst occasion, they fired nine rounds during the
merning attack. The first round was heard to impact hit well back
in the forest, and since the TF had no fire mission in prcgress at
that moment, it was assumed that socmething had blown up cut therse.
A second explosion occurred about ten minutes later, closer, but
still "lost”. A third impacted about te=n minutes aEter the second,.
on line and within sight of the LZ. [t was determimed that an
cbserver was probably in 3 tree somewhere 1in the vicinity and as
each round was fired, he wculd send the correction hack o the
"asitiun :g runner —~ thds the time lapse between rourds. Czt

L2 CozZL the next rcound wculd hit pretty cicse to his

LR ey et b e e

'lst Platcon positions and for him to move his people to the left and

right of the anticipated impact point. The troops moved, the round
came in on schedule, hit just inside the perimeter and did nc

damage. There was one final adjustment out into the center of t=e
L2, the tube fired four rounds "for effect”, and after that, t=e

mortar ceased firing.

twice.
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1430 HOURS: 239 rAY 1S66

passed the word that LTIC Kingston and the relief forca
had completed marshalling and would be arriving at the L2 around
1500. It had to be assumed that the NVA were alsc monitcring any
transmissions between the TF armd the outside warld. At the tcime t=e
infarmaticn concerning the ralief was rcescz2ived, the NVA eFffgrt was
gaining momentum once again. They were well aware that their wincow
fFor success was about to clcse! As had been the case thrcughout che
attack, the pressure was cgoncentrated against the 3rd Platocns 2F

Al*h: :ﬁf‘ :"axvrﬁ

En Fuwd

The danger of ground-to-air fire against the incoming
Flights was critical. and sunnoression af that fire was ~= i1 --
the success of the rzlief. B8n Fwd was instructed to have the rFlilight
Commander ccme up on the TF net and recert when the first in bcurd

S
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At that time, a number of the trcaps cn

the ground waould be maoved from the pcrtion of the line leasc
committed ta the area of heaviest contacet. A  "mad “minute"” cf
suppressive fires frcm the perimeter would be laid down in cancerc
with those of the escaort shics in corder to prsvent the eremy St
directing his fire against the troop carrying helicopters while they
were cn short final and landing. [t was requested that-once the
soldiers exited the aircraft, they move to the northern porticn cf
the perimeter and take up positiaons thers. Because of the "mad

would be down to their last rounds cf

minute”, the defenders
ammunition. Once the TF was committed to the suppressive course cf
Firsc 1lift had to come in, regardless of fire, sg as to

acticn, the

keep the TF and its perimeter from beccming untenable. Cpts Bizanrcz

and Moisanc were briefed, ammunition was redistributed for a maximum
going to maove were designated and

effart, and the troops wha were
griented as to their role in suppc;t_of the relief. When the birds
were four minutes out, men were maved across the perimecer. They

tcak wup the fire, and the first troop lift came in withcut lcss.
The dismgunting soldiers of the 1/35th maved into the line, passad
Out the extra ammunition they were carrying, and joined the fight.
LIC Kingston and May fred DOelisle, Battalion GOperatiaons Officer,
arrived with the second 1lift, and the ccmmand of the TIF was turned

aver at that time.. .

1ift was Five minutes cut.

-
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ENEMY SITUATICN
1600 HOURS: &8 nAY 1Ses5

Any hope of success in cvertunning and destroying the American
defense was preempted when the remainder of the 1/3Sth Joined the
battle. Considering the losses he had already sustained, ne oniy
course of action still open to the NVA was to block with a delaying
force while the remainder of his regiment retreated bpack intz

sanctuaries west of the Cambodian bgrder.

With the additignal strength on the grcund, the LZ was expandec
Cutward. The NVA reacted to the reinforcement with renewed effcer-s
SCr angther thirty or so minutes, but within an hour and a half, ail
tNat was teing received was cccasicnal sniper fire. The situatizn
went quiet fcr the next hour or so, and the TIF consoglidated ==
enlarged hroldings, saw to the evacuaticn cf the dead and wources
anc coliced the battlefield immediately to trhe front.

Ed
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17C0 HCLRS: &8 MAY iCEs

AT 1700, there was a heavy mortar attack in which abcut Fifsy
Tluncs lmgpagtad wizhin The LZ. Cnme cof Ttre initial rcounds larzae
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dicectly in
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- § front of a supply snhip that was just LIfting cff. arg
. the pilot reacted by banking sharply to his right. In sc dcing, ne
. § caught nis main rctor in a tree and crashed on the L2/ ’;Side Semnm
5 minor injuries, all aboard survived and were extracted an a la-er
" § aircraft. Damage from the mgrtars was minimal in  that most cf -ne
. § trceps were na longer con the tree line, but were fifty to 1CC mecer
! Farther out into the forest on the new perimeter. The remaincer =7
g the night passed without incident, and the following mcrning, 2rave
{

Company and the 107mm mortars from the 2/35th were detached and wers
flown back te the Brigade base at (Oasis.
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SUMMARY

Casualties for the Task Force amounted to sixteen killed ang
gignty-elght wcundsg, z2lmest thirty-ninme percent cof iss  ==-3:
strength. For the 86th NVA Regiment, 241 bodies were found in zme
forest around the ocriginal perimeter, and information was received
that on 02 Jun, an NVA unit had passed through a Montagnard bocfer
village with walking wounded and carrying over 100 lit:zer cas=s,
Headgirarters, IffV did not show the EBth NVA on the list af snemu
uats 71 cownery” again eyntlil after the ficss ¢l 1So/. Liczzc
captured enemy equipment included:

; S 12.7mm anti-aircraft machine guns
i 1 S0 cal heavy machine gun

: 1 SG-43 heavy machine gun w/extra barrel

£ 4 RPO light machine guns

i 1 RP-48 light machine gun

28 Automatic weapons

o 22 AK-47 assault weapaons

k2 1 EZ2mm mortar base plate and bipod
£ 1 Field telephone

s 2 ChiCom radios

i ihe "Nashville Tennessean" reported on fonday, May 30, .cs=:2.

A ateline Saigon (AP):

engaged a North Vietnamese for-oe -

"Us inmfantrymen -
Highlands rmear =-=e

blccdy combat yesterday in the Central
Cambcdian berder, a US spokesman reported.
!,_ The action, inm which 78 North Vietnamese regulars wue-=
'“grﬁ ‘ Fepqrted kiiled in a day’'s fighting, was takipg piace west =7
ki Pleiku, 240 miles nartheas:t of Saigon. [t was Iin this

been reported by authoritative sources in  Saigon ta  =s

\ same general area that 10,000 North Vietnamese regulars have
vosted for an attack from Cambodia's Chu Phong Mcuntains.

Americans involved wwere troops from the US aArmy's

The
‘Their  caswuaities in cthe fighting since nczn

=7



Saturday were descriked by Saigen briefing offizcers as

mgocderaces.

The clash tcpred the day's war news, which for  weesks ncw
has zeen seccndary ta Scucth Vietnam's political crisis,

-—

Infcrmants {n Saigon sald Saturday the North Vietnamese
troops were sitting cn the Cambodian side aof the bherder
waiting to sgrimg intoc Scuth Vietnam’'s Central Highlands

during the rainy seasan.

Cambodia, a neutral, has denied it is allowing Ncroz!
Vietnamese trocgcs ocr the Viet Cong guerrillas ta use i-s

territery arnd did so again today.

The repart of the infarmants in Saigon, however, sszemed =c
agree with remarks ta newsmen in Washington fFriday oy Maj Gen
Stanley R. Larsaon, that wup to six North Vietrnamese regiments
were massed in Cambodia. His remarks drew a quick denial frem
the US [QJefense Cepartment. [t said there wers urconfic=es
reports of North Vietnamese being in Cambcdia but nag acceal

evidence cf it.

1he Saigen informants saia thoic  infurmacicon  en e
Ncrtch Vietnamese was based on intelligence reparts availar c
military ccmmanders in Scuth Vietnam.

Larson, who is now on leave in Washingtcn, is che
commander of US forces in the Central Highlands ar=sa. Af:=r
the Pentageon contradicted his statement in UWashingzzn,
Larson told newsmen: "I stand corrected.” '

The informants here said the troops in &h Camtccdian
mountains were from North Vietnam's 38Sth QOivision which
engaged the US lst Air Cavalry DOivision last November in the ia

Jdrang Valley in the Highiands.

The new fighting in the Central Highlands was saicd :3 =&

near ane gf the exit goints for the Ho Chi Minh Trail yhpi-z=
winds dcwn thrcugh Laos ard, scme say, Cambodia.”

- -« - - - - - - - - » o - - - -» - - - - - - -

Cezcartment cf the Army Cereral Crder No. S1, datzf Z7 Serm-=z=m-ar
iSEE, awarded =:the Fresidencial uUnit Citaticon <z  oSceon intantoy
ccmranies that were in the Task rorce "for extracpdirary Fercisa
and "fcr discinguishing {(themselves] by cutstanding pecccrmarcs ==
dutu againmst a numerically supericr and heavily armed Ncrz-
Vietnamese Army force in Pleixu Province, Republic of vistnam, o~ ==

- 28 tay .SE8."
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