
Col (Ret) Wallace S Tyson 

J January 1996 

Lt Col Stanley B Clemons 
Commanding Officer 
:nd Battalion. 3 5th Infantry 
25th Infantry Division (Light) 
Schofield Barracks. HI 96857 

Dear Lt Col. Clemons. 

First, I wish to express my appreciation for your lener concerning the 213 5th's Thanksgiving 
activities and the Regimental Room there in F Quad. History has always been a favorite subject of 
mine. and military museums and memento rooms should be a must for every banaJion-sized unit I 
always believed that Fort Monroe should be designated as the site for IM Army Museum, and had 
that been done during the days of CON ARC, the incumbent staff could have been one of the major 
exhibits. I was the one who sent Bob Ord the forty-eight star flag and the wooden crest so that they 
could be rerurned when the 2/35th was re-activated. The flag was replaced by the present version 
in 1965, and my CO, Lt. Col. George Scott, told me to figure out what to do with it - so I took it 
home. Sarne with the crest as the battalion was leaving for Vietnam in late December of that same . . 

Enclosed is an expanded version of an after action report that I wrote following a set-to in 
May. 1966. Bravo 2/35th and Alpha l/35th were paired in a two company Task Force. and I was 
fortunate enough to be the TF CO. Both units were awarded the Presidential Unit Citation. Yfv 
ongmaJ report was subrruned to USAR V, and with some additional infonnation made available t~ 
me ar a later date, I was able to flesh out some of the unknowns and make better sense of what was 
a pretty corifusmg s1tuat1on at the ume. Your Bravo Conunander rrught be able to use it to explain 
to h.ts troops how they got at least one of the PUC's they are probably wearing • or for whatever use 
you nught see tlt. 

While on active duty, I commanded the I/12th Cav on a second tour in Vietnam and the 3rd 
Bde, 1st WDiv in Germany. Of all my assignments, your job was the absolute best. There's nothing 
bener than being able to work with soldiers who walk in the mud for a living. 

"CACTI" 

¥01 
WALLACE~N"----
Col [nf 
CS Army (Retired) 

Info removed by VNCA 
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\1E\.-10RANDUY1 FOR .-\II Bravo Company .. C1cti .. Soldiers 

SCBJECT: P_residential Cnit Citation 

I.+\byl996 

This is the history of how your company earned an additional Presidential Unit Citation for it"s 
brave and gallant efforts on ~8-29 May 1966 in the republic of Vietnam. Pleiku Province. 

. 
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r{l J: ~/lkfi ~ 
Is~PH L. MATTISON 
CSM, USA 



PLEIKU PROVENC~, RE?UBLIC Gf V[ETNAM 

LANO!NG ZCNE 10 AL?HA 

TMe follcwing is a description of the tatt~e between Task Fcrce 
TYSGN, 3rd Brigace CSeparate), 25th [nfant~~ Division, ar.d the 55t~ 
North Vietnamese Army Regiment at Landing Zone 10 ALPHA, Pleiku 
P~avence, Republic af South Vietnam, 28 and 29 May 1S66. Map 
reference: YA 6536IV. Coordinates: 769376. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
BACXG~OUNO 

The 25th fnfantry Division began its departure from Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii in December, 1965, en route to the Republic af 
South Vietnam. Because of building pressure against the Central 
Highlands by North Vietnamese Army CNVA) Regulars moving out cf 
sanctuaLies we~t af the Cambodian bordeL, the 3rd BLigace of the 
25th Inf was deployed directly to ?leiku Province in the western 
portion of the Highlands. The Advanced Party arrived in Pleiku a~ 
26 Dec 1965, and the remainder cf the Brigade, under the command cf 
Colonel Everett A. Stoutner, completed the air movement of ~.ooo men 
and over 9,000 tans cf eguipm~nt in twentµ-Flv~ days. The 3t~ 
Brigade was composed cf the l~t BattallGn, l~th Infantry Cl/l~thJ; 
·1st and 2nd Battalion~. 3Sth Infantry Cl/35 and 2/3Sth); 2nd 
Battalion, 9th Artillery C2/Sth); 1st Battalion, 69th Ar~c~ 
Cl/69th); 3rd Provisional Support Battalion; C Troop, 3rd Squadrcn, 
~th Cavalry Regiment; and 0 Company, 6Sth Engineers. 

In conjunction with the overall plan cf deployment cf US fcrces 
into aLea~ where the North Vietnamese or Viet Cong farces were 
actively involved OL where intelligence source~ indicated enemy 
activity was increa~ing, the remainder cf the 25th fnf Div, under 
Major General Fred C. Weyand's Divisional control, was deployed tc 
~ilitary Region !hLee. Arriving in-county afteL the first cf the 
new year, they were pc~itioned at Cu Chi, twenty miles northwest of 
Saigon. 

Pleiku was the capital city of Pleiku Province and was located 
at the junction cf Highway5 l~ and 19. Hwy l~ was a narth/scwt~ 
artery that paralleled the Vietnamese/Cambodian border and connec~ec 
<cntwm, Pleiku and Ban Be Thaut with regicns farther south. Hwy l= 
was little mare than a dirt track frcm the Cambodian bcrcter eas~ ~= 
?:eiku, and macadam from that city to ~ui Nhcn, some seventy miles 
~arther east and on the coast cf the South China Sea. Pleiku servec 
rat cnly as a Provincial Center and Headquar~er~ fa~ Gen Vi~n ~~ 

and the ARVN CArmy, Republic of Vietnam) II Ccrp~. but also as a 
~aJcr supply poinc foL ARVN Regular and Regional Force~ in the a~ea. 
An air:ield Just outside the city, at Camp Holloway, prcvi=ea a 
=~~:~=al Lcgiscicai iinK fer che Special fcrces Teams that ~ere 
=csi~:crec ~n ~=~~:~~~d camps, at exte~cec :ntervals a~=~; :~s 



tcrder, for the purpose of providing early warning against enemy 
~ovement of personnel and supplies from the west. Prior to :he 
arrival of the 3rd 8de/2Sth Inf, the major US ground force in the 
region was the 1st Cavalry Division CAirmobile), based ?p.taroximately 
for~y miles east along Hwy 19 at An Khe. Even with the tactical 
advantage of unchallenged air mobility, the Central Highlands 
cresented an area of rugged mountains, deep valleys and dense 
Jungles that was greater than the Division could reaSDnably te 
expected to caver. Ta tie down the assets of the Cavalry by placing 
them an permanent "picket duty" along the Cambodian border:- would 
have negated much of the Division's tactical value as an air-mobile 
strike fore~ with the ability ta mass a portion, or all, of i:s 
combat strength anywhere in-country on ver:-y short notice. 

Phase I of the strategic objective of the Northern Liberaticn 
Front to seize the Highlands had been initiated the previous year. 
It purpose was to seize Hwy 19, thereby cutting the southern 
~epublic in half and severing g~cund c=mmunicaticns and the 
logistical link between the northern and southern portions of the 
country. In conjunction with the onset of the summer monsoon 
attacks from the west were planned against Pleiku and Kant~~ 
Provinces. 

The potential disaster for the Republic began on 19 Oct 15E3, 
with a three battalion a~tack/ambush against the South Vietnamese 
;;:iLriso11 at ?lei Me. The ai.:tacK wd~ bi::.iken thr-ough the combined 
efforts of the ARVN and the availability of massive tactical air 
su·pport. The fighting intensified during the e.arly days of November 
as the lst Cavalry was employed to execute air-mobile search anc 
destroy operations between Hwy 1~ and the border. For the firs~ 
time, the NVA were forced to deal with an enemy who was no longer 
road bound, but who was able to leap broad distances and take the 
fighting deep into previously inaccessible rear areas. The tracpe~s 
of the Cav earned their Combat Infantry Badges several times over in 
the fighting that followed into mid-November in the valley of the Ia 
Orang and the Chu Pang massif. The Cav hit the NVA on their cwn 
ground, mauled the 33rd and 66th Regiments and sent the remnants 
scurrying back to their sanctuaries across the Cambodian border. 

In late 1965, intelligence coming from Special Forces and ARVN 
sources indicated a heavy buildup of NVA strength to the west a~d 
~redicted a renewal of the major effort against Hwy 19 and i~s 
connections north, south and east during the first quarter of 1S6c. 
Cne repcrt estima~ed that as of first week of January, 1566, Plei~u 
City had a life ex~ectancy of two to three weeks. The 3rd Bde was 
~csi~ioned in the western Highlands ta help blcck the NVA attem~~. 
and from the onset, the unit was tagged as the "fire br igace" . 

, 
With the 2de base camp established outside of ?leiku City, t~e 

3rd began its acclimation to the climate, ter~ain and lccal e~emy 
uni~s. Operaticns were expanded as expertise and familiarity ;re~. 
and these incluced =ompany and reinforced battalion-sized search ar.c 
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destroy missions norch of Kcntum along the border with Laos, medical 
assistance visits ta isolated Montagnard villages in the back 
country, and road clearing and convoy security missions along bath 
Hwys l\f and l:!. One such security mission placed the...t/35th Inf 
high in the Mang Yang Pass above Hwy lg on Easter Sunday. The road 
into the pass still bare the evidence of the ambush and total 
destruction of French Mobile Force 100 in 195"±. The rusted hulks of 
French vehicles and the numerous clusters of French and Viecnamese 
graves along the approaches to the pass testified to the 
effectiveness of the Viet Minh tactics and fire power that destroyed 
them. A single stone obelisk, near route marker PK 15, scoad in 
mute testima~y ta the men who had preceded us along that same 
stretch of highway same twelve years earlier. In French and 
Vietnamese, the inscription read, "Here an June 2"±, 195'-t, soldiers 
of Fr:-ance and Viet Nam died far their countries." 

• • • • • • • 

10 MAY· 1966 

Intelligence received by Headquarters, First Field Farces, 
Vietnam CIFFV), Lt General Stanley "Swede" Larson, Commanding-;"' 
through the network of Special Farces Civilian Irregular Defense 
Group CCIDG) camps along the border of the Central Highlands gave 
warning that a multi-regimental ground farce was moving out of 
Cambodia into aither fleikw 6r Kantum ~ravinces. Ihis action was 
not unexpected in that it was in keeping with the aver-all strategic 
plan far the conquest of the Highlands and represented a resumption 
of the effort that had begun six months earlier. In ccnjunc~icn 
with the NVA advance, it was logical ta predict that the isola~ed 
Special Farces camps an or adjacent to their:- r:-oute of approach would 
be targeted for elimination in order far the effort ta be able to 
continue its mcvement east~a~d without having tc be ccncerned wi~h 
its rear areas. Earlier contact with the NVA in that area had 
identified the 33r-d, ·ssth and 320th NVA Regiments. At that time, 
they were assigned units of Brigadier General Chu Huy Man's 8-3 
Front. In addition, there wer:-e several other r:-egiments listed as 
either "canfir-med" or "possible", and the estimated strength massing 
behind the border was sha~n to be as high as seven regiments. [~ 
was reported·that the identified units had spent sufficient time in 
"sanctuary" to refit and recover from the defeat suffered at the 
hands of the 1st Cav in the Ia Orang the pr-evio~s Ncvemte~. 
Personnel replacement and resupply had been accomplished by use cf 
t~e t~ail network CHa Chi Minh Trail), ~assing through Cambcci:a ar.d 
Laos reaching back into North Vietnam. 

-~-



OPE~ATION PAUL REVE~E 

Cperation "Paul Revere" was set in motion by Lt Gen Larson, 
trFV, using forces available within the 3rd Bde, 25't11 Infar.t~y 
Division. The stated mission of the operation was for the Brigace 
to intercept the enemy farce along the border by inserting units to 
cover the pri~ary routes of entry into the highlands. By ccnduct:r.g 
s~=i~ir.~ =~2rations west of Pleiku, the 3rd Bde would disrupt the 
strategic plans of the Front and give early warning revealing both 
the location and size of the enemy thrust. The 3rd Bde was detached 
from the 25th Inf Div, designated "Separate", and command was passed 
to Brigadier General Glenn D. Walker, Assistant Division Commander, 
Maneuver, 25th Inf Div. The Bde moved southwest of Pleiku to search 
out a portion of the remote border area that measured almost eighty 
kilometers (forty-eight miles) in length by forty kilometers C2~ 
miles) in width. Brigade Forward CBde fwd) was established twenty­
five kilometers from Pleiku. The site was near Hwy 19 and took 
advantage of a location and an abandoned air strip that had been 
used by the 1st Air Cav the previous year. The base was named 
"Oasis". 

As the summer monsoon gained momentum, the area was subject2d 
ta heavy rainstorms that fell from just before noon to dusk every 
day. Shortly after dark, periods of clear skies would follow. Star 
3nd ~oonligh~ we~e av~i:~bLe "' :f and wh3n th8y could penetrate t~e 
double and triple canopy of overhead forest growth. By daylight, 
·the clouds would began ta rebuild, and any advantage gained during 
the respite would soon be lost to the next day's deluge. During 
May, 1S66, the rainfall in the Central Highlands totaled 22 inches. 
Gen Walker assigned his combat battalions sectors of the area west 
of the Bde base camp, and search and destroy operations wer: 
started. Each battalion. moved out from Oasis, and set uo a 
Battalion Forward CBn Fwd), with a Battery of lOSmm artili:ry 
attac~2d and positioned so as to provide support to the infan~~Y 
companies that would range westward ta the border. The lOSmm's fire 
sucoort range was approximately ten kilometers Csix miles), a~~ t~a: 
set the operational limits for the infantry. Prior ta moving his 
units into the mountains and valleys that lay to the west cf Ca3!3, 
Lt Cal Philip R. feir, commanding the 2135 Inf, and his Operations 
Officer, Major Glenn M. Reisling, Jr., overflew the battalion ar:a 
of operations CAO) and every potential landing zone CLZ) was plct::d 
and numbered for future reference. The 2/3Sth Bn rwd was 
established at an LZ designated as 11 ALPHA CYA 6536 rv, E5535S). 
Units an the ground at that location consisted cf the Headquar::~s 
and Command Gr=up, Reconnaissance Platoon, and an attached Batt=~~ 
of lOS's from the 2/9th Artillery Battalion. Captain Michael .,~ 
Tryon's Charlie Company provided the infantry security for :~e 
battalion tactical headquarte~s. In addition to the a~till=~~ 
dedicated to a specific infantry battalion, additional fire su~~cr: 
was available and "on call" ft"am batteries of 155mm and 8-~:""'.c:-i 
howitzers located at Bde Fwd and from 17Smm cannons positioned a: 
the S~ecial Forces camp at Due Co. 



26 MAY 1S6o 

The 2135~~ was conduc:ing operations in an area measuri~~ 
aooroximately :hi~:~ kilometers, north to south, lying.je"St west =: 
s~~cial Farces camos located at Due Co, to the south, and Plei 
ojereng, to the r.or:h. While Due Co enjoyed the advantages af:orded 
by its nearness to Hwy 19 and the fairly open terrain immediately := 
the south, Plei Ojereng was isolated and served as a- bl=ckir.g 
position in the mountainous terrain ta the north. Three east :c 
west valleys divided the terrain assigned to the battalion, each 
with its primary stream that served as part of the watershed t~a: 
fed westward into the Ia Nam Criver) and eventually farther scut~ 
into the Ia Orang. LTC Feir was faced with the tactical decision as 
to haw best ta employ the assets of his battalion to their maximum 
advantage in the rugged terrain within his AO. In order ta do this, 
he had to determine which of the three possible routes the enemy 
would mast likely chase as his primary axis if he were ta attempt 
------- -'----· .-L.. -\-.,~ ::l 1-:::c:= ..... i- JI':""' --~-, --~ ==~:-:"'! ... _~--~ .. ~. ~\....- ... - .. .---J..;lu~..;;. ......... --~·· ...... _ -' ----· ~ ~ .. -- - , -- - - - .i.J 1 c:: 1...UJO ::.pec~a1 

Forces camps were located adjacent ta the northern and southern 
approaches, but each was positioned ta the outside of the hi;h 
ridges that flanked the three valleys in question. All three 
approaches led into the Highlands, had ample water and their heavy 
overhead caver could easily serve to conceal a main route of advance 
far units up ta regimental size. However, the advantages of the :~o 
routes ta the outside we~e flawed because of their proximitu to t~e 
Special Far~es camps, ana

0

thei~ ~se would be subject ta disc~very ~Y 
the aggressive patrolling that was characteristic of the uni:s 
stationed within the camps. Because of that, LTC Feir determined 
that the NVA would probably select the middle valley because it held 
the advantage of remoteness, coupled with a degree of security 
provided by the flanking ridges and valleys lying to the north ar.d 
south. Further, if his mission included an attack against either cf 

C--,,,-:_,,T -r------ i::------ -----. -- --=~ ._w11t,.-..:l 1 
-~":::t -~-~~-W4 •W __ ,Ii...-· 

Commander greater flexibility with freedom of movement to the ncr~h 
or south as a later situation might dictate. 

• • • • • 

ENEMY SITUATION 
01 MAY - 25 MAY 1965 

Lt Cal La Ngoc Chau, Commander of the 66th NVA Regiment, mcve~ 
his unit across the Cambodian border into South Vietnam in ear~~ 
~ay, ~S65. The 65th NVA had three infantry battalicns ass:gnes: 
:he 7th, 8th and ~th. Each battalion contained approximately ~50 

Nate: C=mmencs on the ENEMY SITUATION are based en Kncwn 
in~elligence re~crts, an conclusions drawn from the actions taken t~ 
the 65th NVA Regiment before and during the battle at 10 AL?HA an~ 
on a survey of the ground and surrounding area following the NVM 
wit~drawal. ~:Cal C~au ccmmanded the Regiment in November, ~S65. 

s 



cf~~r:~r-c:: ;:l.l""ld ~o- ~nd becausc:i ,...._ -'"'o '"'c:i::.1;11 , '""'c::c::oc:: '"';'"' - . -

experienced in t~e ~a Oc-ang cam~aign, many of his line units were 
made up cf unt~.:.ec ar.d inexperienced personnel, f~esh out cf the Ko 
CMi Minh pipelire. rn addition, the c-egiment carri.ed.- an ant.:.­
aic-ccaft battec-y cf ~2.Smm, tripod mounted, heavy machine guns. The 
6cth NVA was ta attack the Special Farces camp at Plei DJereng, 
unite ~ith two ot~er regiments of the NVA 32Sth Div, also moving t= 
the east, and ex~loit any success against American and Scut~ 
Viet~amese farces that might be developed. Failing this, he was to 
move·back across the border to the sanctuary provided by Cambodia. 

The 66th NVA established a base camp about ten kilometers 
inside South Vietnam and 1000 meters ta the north of a swampy 
clearing that was later ta be designated by the 2/3Sth as LZ 10 
ALPHA. LTC CMau deployed security units of his regiment around that 
clearing and at other sites within the vicinity of his headquartec-s 
that might serve as landing zones for the American helicopters. At 
the clearing closest ta his Regimental Headquarters ClO ALPHA), he 
placed five of his tripod mounted 12.7mm anti-aircraft guns Just 
inside the tree line, and the crews dug firing pits into the swamcy 
ground and camouflaged the positions. The infantry units that ~ 
comprised the main body of his regiment, and other t::-caps net 
required in the headquarters area or occupied with defense of the 
possible LZ's, were dispersed and prepared far movement ta the easr. 
:::ilr;r.g tric st.:·e2.m and pa::-a.i !:el r-idges that formed the mid~le avenL.:::? 
a~ apprcach to ?lei Ojereng. 

• • • • • • • 

28 MAY 1=66 

On the mat"ning cf 28 May, as Executive Officer, 2/3Sth, I tock 
a convey cf four vehicles from Oasis ta the Sn Rear in Pleiku. The 
pur~ase of the convey was two fold - the first being to pick uo 
several supply items needed at Sn Fwd and by units working the tush 
farther west; and second, to round up 2/3Sth soldiers, who, fer 
whatever reason, had returned to the Sn rear and had not found 
transportation back to their units in the field. Upon arrival in 
Pleiku, r was informed by a member of the staff that Ccmpany ··g .. , 
2135th, commanded ~Y Captain James Maisano, had conduct2d a ccmba~ 
assault that morning and was in heavy contact at an LZ cesi~nated as 
10 ~L?HA. With the supplies and about forty soldiers in hand, :~e 
c=nvcy immediately ~eturned to Oasis. 

• • • • • 

1055 HOURS: 28 ~AY ~566 

At t~e time :he convey was leaving fer the Rear, 
be~an lts alrl~f: ft"om an Fwd at 11 ALPHA, bound 
clearing near the =ct"Cet" almost ten kllcks westward. 

:::-a•;o C::m~a~y 
f"cr a sma.:.: 

The uni:.'s 
missi=n ~as :a ==~t~c: a heiitcrne assau!:, check t~e immed.!.ate ar~a 
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··~· <. •, ' : ' . 



around LZ 10 ALPHA for signs of recent NVA ac:!vi:y an~ then sweec 
ave~lan~ w~ che floor of the valley to the ease a~d ~ack t= ~~ ?_~·. 
Each helibcrne assault was preceded by a preparac=ry tarrage f i~ec 
by the lOSmm Arey Battery supparcing the Sn. The c~~r~ ca fi:t~ 
round artiller~ prep was posicioned to descroy er disruoc any enemy 
around an LZ anc tc buy time fer the f irsc helibcrne li:t t= gee i~ 
and place its troops on the grcund, sec~re the LZ and provi~e 
security and support for subsequent lifts. However, the ~rep fer 10 
ALPHA was plotted in error using incorrect map cacrdinaces and was 
fired on a clearing same 3000 meters to ~he south. Thus, che 
assault at 10 ALPHA went in without artillery support. Althc~gh 
that in itself could have been critical, it accually served as an 
advantage for the troops from Bravo Campany. When Che helicoocers 
carrying Lt Sob ?ender's 1st Platoon landed in the chree to · r:ve 
inches of water that covered much of the LZ, the element of tccal 
surprise worked in Bravo's favor. The NVA soldiers who were 
supposed to be manning the five 12.7mm anti-airc~aft weapons t~ac 
had been positioned around the clearing were not in the watar- filled 
pits, but were back from the guns an higher and drier grcund. TMe 
heavy forest growth served to cushion the sound cf the apprcac~!ng 
helicopters, and the soldiers from the 1st Placcan capcured twc of 
the guns before their crews could react ta the assault lancing: 
Fire fights erupted around the other three positions, and they we~e 
c:uic~ly cver:-wr, Tr,e NVA tc.ak immediate acticn by ccmmi :::ing mel' :::: 
reinfo~ce thel1 unl~ fighting ta Lecapture their guns and re~a:n 
central of the LZ. The second lift, carrying Cpt Maisano and his 
Command Group, an 8lmm mortar section, and part of the 2~ Placecn 

I 

Lt Mike Glenn, came in under fire and joined the ac~icn. With fi~e 
fights breaking cut all along the unit's rescricted perimecer, C=:: 
Maisano called far fire support from the artillery. In so dai~g. 
the support mission ringed the LZ and precluded the rest cf ~is 
c~.,1.cany fr-cm ccm i ng in, and the tr-ail elements wer-e 
ta 11 AL?HA. Bravo C-) was an its awn to deai with 
the ground for the better part of two hours. 

• • • • • 

1 -c:=: Ul""ll IOC:. 
~c-- I •tt...ilo..,,.I ... _ • 

r-~t-, ·------· ·' 
t:ie sitcacicn ::n 

T~e fcrc~ applyirig pressuLe against t~e LZ Cr=ke c=ntac~ arc 
~i::~drew into the heavy fcresc ta che north. Ar::ill2ry and ::ac::i::a: 
ai~ supccrt were placed en held, and C~t iioisar.c calied fc~ :~e 
~emaini~g li~ts cf his unit ca jcin him. ~i~~in an hcur, ~~ave ~a~ 
ccmol2c2~ ics ins2r::icn, and =~e ;erime::er ~as sec~rec ac~ ex=ar.cec. 
:=:-::vc ("::lr"'Cir-=>d -- =n =-we ::._ac t'-e ar 0 =i was -::ii:=-'ve;,, -ui::::a-· 

-~ -- -- - . •. •' -- - ---~- -':1 ..., ---~ -· --

c~e ~VA ;riscners ~ad :::een ::ai<2n, and chac ~ive :2.7~m an::i-ai~==-=~: 
~ac~i~e i;wns had ~een cap~~~ed. !Mere was nc i~cer=r-e~er avai:a::::e 
::: 3ravc;; i"':cwever-, cr.e ?Sw c=ulc sr:eai< a :.:.::::.!.e .::;.i;!..:.sh, ::::....: :- 2 
wcuid say ncching as :a the size er cesignacicn cf t~e NVA ~=~== 
=~a: 3ravo had s:i~~ed we. :~e ~riscner ackncwie~;ed he ~as a 
~emte~ =f :~e c=~=any assi;ned c= ~efer.d c~e LZ, and scaced =~a: ~is 
C::mcar.y C::mmander had killed himself af:er fa~:ing == r-ecac:~r: ~is 

... 



guns. ~nit casual:ies up ta that paint ~ere I • --­- -~t I\,,,, anc :-:cne ,..., ;: .... 
wounded required immediate evacuation. 

An initial sweep of the immediate area aro;..r.d :he ~Z 
failed to reestablish contact with the enemy force. 7he soldiers cf 
2ravo Ccmpany started the day with a full basic lead of ammuni:ic~ 
Capproximately 300 rounds), enough fcod and water to last far thr=e 
cays, and 10 Claymore anti-personnel mines per s~uad. Sy :he :~~e 
the remainder of the company reached the LZ, the two ~lataons that 
had been in contact were running short of ammunition and had :o 8e 
resuppliec. before any further offensive action could be mounted. 
After his unsuc=essful attempt to determine just what size enemu 
farce his 1st Platoon had landed an, Cpt ~aisana notified LTC fei~ 
that fallowing a resupply for his 1st and 2nd Platcans, he would te 
ready ta move back to the east along the f laar of the valley as 
originally directed or to react to any subsequent change in orders. 
3ravo was instructed to wait for supply ships and to send out 
casualties, POW's and the 12.?mm's. The unit was then to continue 
on its original mission: search the immediate area far continued 
presence of the enemy. If there were indisations the NVA were 
headed back far the Cambodian border, to work the area over with the 
available artillery, and then move the unit eastward tc de:ermine i5-
there had been any activity along a trail that led beside the stream 
bed Gf the central valley toward the Sn base at 11 AL?HA. 

• • • • • 

1~00 HOURS: 28 MAY 1~66 

Fallowing the completion of the resupply and evacuation c: 
casualties, weapons and prisoners, Bravo's plai:ocns were sent out :~ 
a "cloverleaf" ta swee: ;...i...,.,, .,,_ 0

"" t-1""' +-1--o rrr-i..., C::l""'t 1 +-l-i "'~'"' '•'"'""- .c_.,,,, 

the platoon moving to the north advanced into the heavy ground c=ve~ 
out from the LZ, enemy activity began again with sporadic f irir.~ 
from single individuals and small groups disposed along a small east 
ta west si:ream, some 150 meters from the Bravo base. The volume cf 
fire continued ta build, and the flanks extended as more enemy 
Joined the fire fight. The platoons were recalled and tied together 
as ~~=sswre built against the northern sector of the hastily formec 
perimeter. The attack gained in its intensity, and Bravo was oinnet - . ·z ~·1 a--.,, . ·• ·-i...,e,... c - - .... ~m ... rz . -C :.~e L- • ..._ t=--ns1ve mai:1on, e11..i· ~ u ... r ....... _:ie _ er- !:acK 
:cward t~e east, was stopped. For the next hcur or so, :~e ~r:ss~r= 
etbet and ~lcwed as the NVA probed the perimeter, slcwi.;ig :c al~cs: 
~1: iii c~e sec:cr-, only :o suddenly break CL: ~i:~ ~=r.e~ed s:~=::~:~ 
a~ai.nst anci:het"'. 

:-~e ac-:.!.on at 
and :: was readi.ly 

. ....... 
:2co :-:CLRS: 28 iiAY . ----==c 

:~ ~L?H~ ~as mcni:cred a: 
a~parent that Bravo was 

--

::c:~ 3n 
i;itc a 

ar.c 3ce :- . .IJ,-4. 0 
• I.... - ' 

s::ua::ci'l :~a: 



c=uld not be resclved unless additional help was sen~ ~n. ~ve~ 
c1ien, if the NVA :=-el t: their lesses wei:-e wci:-th t:he ef:ci:-t:, t::-::ccs 
defending t:he LZ c=uld expec: a long and diffic~it: night:. :~e 
decision was made at Bee Fwd that Company "8" wculd t.~ in .c.:..ac 2 
and that reinfcrcements and resupply would be airlifted ~= the LZ. 
In that ct.her- ~/35th ccmpanies wei:-e net: immediately avai~able ~==­
the relief mission tecause cf their deolcyment either en the hi~~ 
grcund parallel t:::: the central valley or at the En rwd .base, and 
because it was believed the "react.ion" plat::::on of C/2/35th was of 
insufficient st:::-ength fer the task at hand, Gen Walker- cag~ed the 
l/35th fer a rifle c::::mpany. "Alpha" Company, C;:t: 'Leny 3iz2ntz 
ccmmanding, was ar=ered ta move to a pickup ~aint: and awai~ 
transportation to the west. 

• • • • • 

1615 HOURS: MAY 1566 

Immediately upcn returning to Oasis, I was told to report c:: 
Gen Walker in the C~eraticns Cent2r at Brigade Headquarters. I was 
briefed on the situation at 10 AL?HA and was told that: LTC reir hac 
requested that: I c=mmand the relief fcrce. Once en :he grcund :: 
the LZ, I was to take ccmmand af both units and their a~:achment:s 
and serve as the Task Fcrce CTr) Ccmmander. My mission was t 8 
1:cndt..c':. the defense ;Jt° t:lle L2, and as scan as the s i tua t:icn a 12. cwed, 
:~ resume cffersive operaticns. The elemencs cf the T? ~er-2 
Companies "8" I 2/35th, and "A" I l/35th, four- 107mm c~.2 inch) mci:--:ar­
SGUads and in tctal, would number eleven officers and 25c men. All 
infantrymen of Alpha Campany wei:-e issued double basic leads cf 
:mm~niticn, ar.d additicnal ammuni:ion was loaded far dist:~ituticn t:: 
3rava. The flight:s to pick up C::::t: Bizant:z's trcocs were intc~rt. 
Q I '~ ..J "-6 ~ I,.. C r. C. '- '::i 4 j ._ - • il d ...WC:.~ Q \,/ C. .6. - C. .L.,j J. a c: w ,- 'j I C i.:. a rJ • ~ ,, U ~ a .- ;( l. - :: -= ~ Cc. ~ ~ T 

torrcw an M-15 rifle from SFC Clarence Crawfcrd, Admin Sgt: cf :he 
213Sth, fill my canceen, and get ta the heliccpter- pad. 

• • • • • 

=a ...... r'\~J 1c:c:= 

rlyir.g as a hi:chhiker o;i =r.e cf the 
ar~ived at LZ lC ~L?~~ with the ~i~st lift 
i~ser:ian cf t~e lead eleme~t: cf the 
:c==mqlished as -=~e fi~e ~:;~: ected 

suppor:i:ig 
cf Al;:ra, 

::-e i nfcc::. ~g 
ar.d f :::u.iec 

~e~:~e~=~. :a: =~ ~~e ::==~ =~ ~~e l:f~ 
~~ i~i:ial vie~ =~ :~e sce~e as ~~ ;~~shi= 

;un shi::::s, 
:-:-e 

::s= -

;_i;~:. ~s ~e =r=cseted ~cwn :~2 :c~g axis cf :~e ~Z. :~2 cut~ca~~ 
~a=~:~e gunner s~~a~ec ~~e :::-ees ~ei=w. :~e ~il=: ~.:.= a :~c a: :~~ 
:a~ :rec: :~e ~z. anc as t~e :ast: =~=c= car~:.er :::=2c c::, ~aca a 
=~i=K =ass tac~ ~= :~e ::cc~ c: :~e c:eari~;. ~~s ==mme~= :c ~e 
.uas, ··:--:!.~ 

:.'"'.e sk!.ds, : saw Cc= .-:c:sarc ::ic=.:.::;--;i~<;; f~=m :he ec:;e ::.f :~e :~:es:::-­
:~e scuch s.:.~e ::.r =~e ~Z. :-~e ;~~shi= li:~e~ ct:, a~~ :~e ~=~~~ash 



8 f its r=tars =lew :~e olive green ~er.cha frcm t~e bcdy cf ~ne == 
3ravo's soldiers whc was lying amcng :he dead and wcurced a: :~e 
unit collection pcint. At that time, Cpt ~cisana's casua:::es 
:=talled three killed and cwency-c~a wounded, and. - all were 
evacuated in che deoarting ships of the remaining f~ights. --~ 
Bizantz rncved his pecple into position and as later arrivals =ecame 
available, t~e 7as~ farce perimeter was c=nsclidated and expance~. 

10 AL?HA was situated in a law marsh-like clearing, 
completely devoid of any growth aside from the law grasses 
particular ta the swamps of Southeast Asia. A few scattered :~ees 
stood in the western end, some thirty or so meters frcm the edge cf 
the surrounding forest. At the opposite end, the heavy growt~ 
funneled back from the clearing, and presented a limited view of a 
small portion of the area some forty meters outside the perimeter. 
The LZ measured not more than 170 meters long by 100 meters wi=e. 
with the long axis of its slightly oval shape running from northwest 
to southeast. Most of the area was covered with standing water frcm 
one ta five inches deep, with the only dry surface being a sli;h: 
rise at the southern end of the clearing. The flocr of the swamo 
was thick heavy clay that quickly gave way to rccky grcund ac ~~~ 
tree line where the elevation rose barely above the water line. :h~ 
surrounding forest growth was of tall trees with little undergrcwch 
close in to the clearing, but that thickened as the elevation rose 
and the si:J.:. 1 beca1,ie mare ~pµui:-tive. The entra1 .ce :.a tr.e tra~ l to 
the east that Bravo had been tasked to sweep was clearly visible ac 
the small end of the funnel as it left the clearing and disappeared 
immediately into the .green. At a greater distance to the southeast 
stood the dcminant high ground in the ai:-ea ~ a mountainous rise 
designated as "Chu Ba" an the 1:50000.tapagraphic map. 

-- __ -1 --- -
-=~- "-.-

'_: --'-1 ... ': i...t_ 
..;--··--~ . __ .._,. - ·- - ..._ 

._ •• ~ ... i.......i. 

Company. Ccmmunication with both line companies was no problem, and 
one of Bravo RTO's CRadio Telephone Operator) was pressed i~tc 
service as the Tf Communications Center and manned the PRC-ES. 
However, communication with Bn Fwd was a bit more complicated. In 
able ta transmit or receive effectively, the radio had to be mcvec 
fcom under the trees and out into the ooen area. SeveraL 
:ransm~ssians were made withou~ :ncidence, 2s~ecially curing the 
hours of darkness. On one attempt ta transmit the following day, a 
sniper, who had obviously noticed the prccedure, fired, missed, a~d 
ewe off the antenna where its base Joined the radio. Jay~i;ht 
==mmunica:icns ~ith Sn F~d dropped cf: shar~ly aEta~ that. 

~ac~ ~:=~= ccmoany cccucied a~cut hal: of t~e =e~ime:e~. 
~i:h ~~=ha ce~te~ed en ~crthwesta~n enc and Bravo on ~he scu:heast. 
:~e ~:anks ~e~e :ied :cgecher, and 3ravo's Clay~c~e mi~es an~ :~i= 
~la~es we~e sha~ed w!:h Al~ha and ~laced i~:o ~csi:i=n. ~n~e~ 
~e::e~ condi=!=ns, t~e IF c=uld have c=ve~ed a la~;er a~ea; hcwe~e~. 
==nsi=e~~~g ~~e heavy ==~es~ and ~~e cucl~l~g de~se unCe~;~=~t~, i­

~as necessary := compress the pe~!mecer :o ensure t~ac a c=hes!ve 
a:l-rcund defe~se be es~ablished. ~it~ the excsp~icn cf cr.e 
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~ia==cn, all infant~~ pcsicions were iGsice :~e :~ee line and atcve 
the wacer level cf the LZ. The =encer cf 3ravc's 2d P~acccn had -­
bend back ac~oss che ocen end cf the funnel in =~e scut~st enc ~f 
the pcsiticn. Thcugh partially exposed, their line was able cc make 
use cf a small ridge cf ground chat was masc!~ atcve wacer. !~ei~ 
positions were ccnstrucced using mud and clay as parapecs, forcified 
with lc~s and reek and anything else chac was available. ~ne 
individual positions cculd be classed as ii::le mere than prcne 
shel ter-s. 

The heavy mcrcars were mounted en :he rising ground in :he 
souchern portion of the open area. Both line units moved :hei~ 
organic 61's out to Jain with the 107's, because their's was che 
only location that would allow the overhead clearance necessary fer 
the mortars. Each mortar had fifty rounds of high explosive C~E) 
and a combined total of twenty-five flares. Empty ammunition boxes 
filled with rock and mud served as a makeshift parapet around :he 
tubes. Because cf their exposure, casualties within che mor:a~ 
seccions were more than equal to their counterparts along :~e 
perimeter. 

Lieutenant Brothers, Artillery Forward Observer (f0), 
atta~h~c to s~~va f-om.the 2/9th Arey, also served as t~~ I? 
H~ciller~ Liaison Officer: He registered defensive fires around the 
Tr with the lOSmm's frcm 11 ALPHA covering three sides of the LZ anG 
with the remaining pcr~ion to the northwesc covered by fire frcm tne 
two 175mm cannon positioned at Due Co, some fifteen miles to t~e 
south. 

After establishing contacc with Sn Fwd and giving a quick 
update on the situation, and knowing that darkness would came earl~ 
ir the iunclo.. my first priority was to walk the perimeter to ensure 
chat che troops were in the best defensive posicions available ar.d 
that they were taking full advantage of any material ac hand 
strengthen their line. I talked with individual soldiers and found 
that many did not have entrenching tools with them, and for these 
~ho did, the stony composition of the ground did not lend icself c= 
digging in. Again much would depend on using fallen lc~s and ~i:es 
cf lease stone ta supolement their fortifications. At ;~cund l~vel, 
:he visibility inco the undergrowth extended cue some f if=een 
:hirty meters, and fields cf fi~e were preDared t~ che ex:e~c 
~cssi~le. Sporadic firing by the enemy kept mcsc accivi~~ cu~ frc~ 
:he ~erimecer co a minimum. :he scanding c~ees ~ave an acce~ ""'"""'- ,.....- ----:::r,.....- · -n · n -'-ar .. ..,c p,.... 0 ,.....' ··de,.; •:...e NVA --- · · , I ._ _ :::: L.; ::-- : ~ ~ ~ ~ _____ l ...- : • lo.- • 1 '- ._ •• -Y ~ __ ~ ....: - ._ .. I • 1. . : _ _ m ;J _ a c : ~ ~ 
~achine ;uns well tac~ frcm ~~e peri~ecer a~c ori~~~~; i: ~r.ce~ 
~~~2. :~s~ea~, :~a=~:~ =~~ac:~~e ~~:2 =~2: ==~:~ ~a ~:=~~~= := 
=are was jy ir.divicuals who had worked t~eir way clcse =~c~~h :c :~e 
=efense ~= :i~e as sal=ier against soldis~. 

:...iest 
sr.cr:l~ af::~ ar~iving 
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~is swcccr= ~=r =~e 
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Sautheas~ Asia and explaining hew, after being in ccunc~~ and seei~g 
the people and their need, he felt that efforts to bolst2r the Seu~~ 
Vietnamese Government were justified and that our naticn was on t~e 
right path in its endeavors. In early May, Lt Glen·n~eceivec a 
letter frcm the P~esident thanking him and saying t~at his supocrt 
was greatly appreciated and that several cf his c=mmencs had =een 
related at one of the White House press conferences. Lieutenant 
Glenn was killed by a sniper that afternoon during the fire fight. 

• • • • • 

ENEMY SITUATION 
1100 - 1500 HOURS: 28 MAY 1566 

When the arcillery preparation started to fall arcund t~e 
clearing 30CO meters frcm the site selected far the Headquart2rs 
element of the 66th NVA, the Commander assumed an assault was in 
~rc~ress and t~at American trocps would soon be la~ti~~ at ~~a: 
location. Because mast of his strength was moving alcng the tra:: 
ta the ease, he started to deploy other troops available ta blcck 
American movement northward from that LZ. When the actual landi~~ 
cccurred only 1000 meters from his Headquarters, he was caught cff 
balance, and delayed frcm committing his forces in ~he immedia~e 
vici~i:y ~Q deal with the ~hreat. His earlier experience wi~ri t~e 
Cav in ~hs Ia Orang gave him much cause for cancarn. An ar~ille~~ 
pr~p usually presaged a helibarne assault, and the Cav had made i: 
painfully clear that the helicopter could land soldiers anywhe~e 
there was a large enough hale in the canopy. rn this case, he was 
looking at one, probably two, and possibly three or mare landings i~ 
his =ase area. The longer he waited ta act, the mere difficult i: 
became to recall and redirect his troops back through che fcr2s~ 
cnce they had been committed to the mere distant loca~icns. ~ 5 
such, the force immediately available to eliminate the American 
presence at 10 Al?HA was not sufficient to do the Jcb, and t~e 
necessary strength was not able ta reassemble until after t~e 
remainder of Bravo was safely on the ground. 

The 66th NVA was caught on the "ncrris of a :.i.!.emma". ::-e 
regiment's presence had been compromised. As long as the American 
uni~ sat ast~ide its rou~a back in~o Cambodia, i= no iange~ had :~e 
f"eedcm t= c=n~inue movement ca :he ease and pcssibl~ =ec=me =exes 
i~ by mere such uni:s being inse~ted an its flanks and ac~=ss i:s 
~=~:3 =~ ~a"=h. ?wr:~er, i: c~uld ~c: wi:~~raw i:s ~=r=es =a=~ 
ac~=ss :~e ~cr~er wi:hcut ancici~a:ing c~nsideratle :.::~icw::~ as 
~=~~ as :~e ~me~~=ar.s were al:=weC ~emai~ ar.C :x=ar.C ~~=~~ 
=:=cki~g ~asi:icn. Cn :~e et~er ~ar.d, a ~ew eppcr:~ni:~ ==r sLc=ess 
~as in c~e af:erir.~ in tha~ :~e ~me~i=an landing ~resen:ec :~e ===~ 
~i:h a mere luc~a~!ve :arge~ than c"e cf the S~ecial Fcr=es =am=s -
=~a: ~eir.g C=mcar.y ··3·· and ary ~ei~f=rcemencs =~a~ ~e~~ SLre == ~e 
se~: i~ == ass~st :~e s~~~=L~cec ~r.::. 

., 
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The course of action elected was :o recall t~e cutlyi~~ 
units, mcunt an attack against the side cf the Mmerican ~eri~eter 
closest to the Headquarters and drive the defenders from the coc~ 
clearing. 1ne advantages were twc fold. Or.ce the Ame'Ficans we;~ 
dislodged f~cm :he LZ and driven ta the scut~. and away ~"=m t~e 
56th ~egimental Headquarters and the logistical suo~or: stcckoi:e~ 
at that lccation, ccnt~ol, coordination and resupply wculd =eccme 
virtually impossible, and their defense would become f~agmented. 
Thus, using the returning assets of the 66th, the US fcrce could be 
surrounded and destroyed in detail. The second plus was by limi:ir.g 
the attack_ on the perimeter to one side, the chances cf NVA firing 
into their comrades on the apposite side cf the narrow clearing was 
eliminated. 

The NVA units moving ta the east were recalled. Cne 
company sized element was detached and was sent to exert pressure 
against the 2/3Sth fwd base at 11 ALPHA in crder ta disrupt :he 
artillery support coming from that position. Lang befcre the fi~st 
units returned and were able ta mount any sort of sustained effort 
against the defense at 10 ALPHA, the remainder of the Tr, with its 
resupply cf ammunition, was on the ground, and the early advantagr 
enjoyed by the 55th NVA had been last. 

• • • • • 

1=00 - 2~00 HOURS: 28 MAY i=sa 

The weather cooperated, and the IF enjoyed one of the rare 
twenty-four to thirty-six hour breaks in the monsoon season. ~s 
darkness fell, the companies sent out two-man Listening Pasts CL?'s) 
same 100 meters forward of each platoon far early warnino aoai~c::-- - -
the ~x~ec~ed ~ne~~ ~~===~ ~~a~ we~a su~e ca c=rne. By 1530, t~e 
mortars and artillery, from both 11 ALPHA and Due Co, ~=~= a=~~s~ec 
with concentrations registered just outside bursting radius frcm the 
infantry line. With the exception of sporadic sni~e::- fi~e and an 
occasional isolated burst of activity as the NVA probed around the 
perimeter, the early portion of the niaht -::::ic::c::=r-l ,,,;'-\...~,. ... -·:.:-·-----· _ 

. ____ -· _____ ;~~ ~uppor~ was called for on a regular basis Jwst 
to disc=urage any close-in buildup of NVA. Early an, the defenders. 
ocher than the mortarmen, were fortunate encugh to have a full mcc~ 
that f i:tered dcwn throu~h the double canopy and gave br=ke~ 
visibility forward cf same positions cue same t~ency me':ers 
better. For the next several hours, the men in the circle tighce~e~ 
thei~ grip en the LZ, and waited for che enemy to maKe n!s rex: 
move. 7he junGie ~as lacking the usual noises t~at sta::-: ~~st af~e~ 
=a"k ~hen ~~e :~seccs and lizards in that ~egicn try to c~t=c eac~ 
ether wi~h si;na:ir.g scuncs of greetings, warnir.gs or whatever. :~e 
message in t.'ia c ;:a::-t of -:.he war ld was, "J.Jhen c!":ere 's ncthi r.g c~c 
~!:ere, scme':h i ng 's cut there! " 7he lcng s i: ence was ::r=i<en =~ ar 
cc=asicnal shoe ::y cne of the infant::-ymen reac~ir.g ~o an ~rex;::a:r.e= 
sound coming frcm cut in t~e jungle. :f a~swered, ~~e res~c:.se 
wculc:! be mec with adcii~iarial rifle fire, ;:::unc::~a::ed by t~e "::~:..i:-:i<" 



- • 

and impacc cf an aucgaing ~Omm High Explosive CHE) rcund from one -~ 
the M-79 Gc-enade Launchers. Si tua ti an reoarts wer2 ne~a ti 1;e, c.~ ... 
the unit ccmmanders were enccuraged ta have their soldiers swao c~~ 

• • • • • • • 

0001 - 0132 HOURS: MAY 1~65 

-Just after midnight, several of the L?'s in positions forwa~d 
of the northern oartion of the perimeter reported hearing mcvement 
ta their front~ The majority of the activity was cancencrated 
forward of the sectors manned by Alpha's and Brava's 3rd ?latoans. 
The perimeter was returned ta full alert; however, it was daubt:~1 
that any af the US troops were taking advantage of an opportunity :a 
get any sleep at that time. As reports of the activity inc~easec, 
Vietnamese speaking voices could be clearly heard ccming from ~he 
direction af the suspected buildup. LTC Feir had been kept aware cf 
the status of the TF through hourly Sit Rep's, as had been ~~e 
battery af the 2/~th Arty through the effor~s of the Sactali=n 
Artillery Liaison Officer, Captain Richard Erbaucher. Tne units er_ 
the perimeter were instructed ta be prepared fer a renewed attack 
that would probably came shortly after the moon passed belaw the 
line of mountains southeast of our position. At 0115, a t~ip fla~2 
was ignitec for~ard of A{~ha's 2nd Pla~ccn, rcll2w2d ~lmc=~ 
:.mn11=?d.iately :Jy ar,LJther trip going off to Bravo' s f'ront. As souncs 
of -~ovement parallel to the LZ continued to build, the men in t~e 
LP's along the northern sector were instructed to ~e~urn to ~~e 
perimeter. Tne noise of men moving through the heavy undergrawch 
could be clearly heard by the men along the foxhole line, and ~: 
Brothers called for artillery flares over the forest tc the nor:h. 
The Battery responded with an immediate fire missicn. It was 
quickly discovered that the flares served to the NVA's advanca~e 
mare than our own because our backs were to the open area and we~e 
silhouetted against the light. The flares were shut down, and a 
helicopter flare ship that was offered for assistance was refused. 
The fire mission was changed to HE, and Lt Brothers adjusted the 
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activity ceased. 
ro~ a crief ~ericd, -"-c 

'-•. -

At 0132, Just as the moan starced to slide =ehind che mes: 
~r=miner.c peak of the Chu Ba, a voice called cue ~r=m ~~e ~ar~ness 
and demanded: "~me!" i. cans 1 ycu have two hours :o su:-:-e"cer c:- c .:.: . 
~ 1 :nc~- ~- -~c 0 ~ ~er-r.d vo;c 0 ~ 0_c_c~ncte~ =--m ~·--r --e ~·--- · ·-

-· -t_ -- \_.11 -· ~ - -- I - - ~ '--' ~ .la1-l• ~--1·~ ,_.. ·•:-l•C --· = 
.J.Ji-.:.'1. "C:~ar!..ie. '::JCU have ::.uo ~curs :a 1G.ss :ny ass:' ;:s; __ :.-:e ;:-::w.:..:-; 
accrehensicn aloni;- :he line ~as ~u1cK~Y ~e~.:..evec ::y ~he ~aLGh~=~ 
:~a~ ~rcke cut ac:-=ss ~he enti:-e ~erimecer. Fer ctvi.cus :-2asc~s, 
:he 6cth NVA mus~ have ccr.cl~ced that the T~ r.ac ~==~sec :~e :~c 
~curs :~ac had =een cffered. 
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Heavy enemy small arms and aut8matic weaccns ~i~e--=roke =u: 
directed primarily against the positions of the two ~rj ?latccns. 
~c that mcment, li~tle activity was noted forward of any Gf :~e 
c:her positions. ~s the incoming small arms fire reached i:s ~eaK, 
a group of fcrty or so NVA came yelling and charging out cf :~e 
darkness towarj defensive line. Lt Brothers had alerced :~e 
artillery, and as the attack started, so did the 2/9th's suoporti~g 
:1res. Th_e first of 1500 artillery rounds that would be fired in 
support throughout the remainder of the fight straddled the charging 
enemy and destroyed any advantage their numbers might have achieved 
had they survived to reach the perimeter in farce. The IF mortars 
added their weight ta the defense as the crews responded with equal 
measure. Soldiers fired from behind their barricaded positions ac 
scunds and muzzle flashes ta their front - occasionally an NVA wcul= 
be briefly silhouetted by an exploding artillery round, and he wculc 
immediately draw fire from all these who were quick encugh to scot 
him. After about thirty minutes, almost as quickly as it had begun, 
the NVA brake off the action and withdrew back into the carkness anc 
the security of the forest. The only sounds left were the moans c:­
their wounded as they tried ta work their way back though t~e 
~nder;rowth and away from the !i~e . .. ... 

The initial attack brake out directly across the perimece~ 
f~cm the IF C?, and as we waited for the events to sort themselves 
out, the C? group was alerted by a heavy crashing ccming through ~~e 
undergrowth heading directly for us. The tension was broken bu a 
voice loudly announcing that he was an, "L?, comin' in' L?, c:Jmln' 
in!". He not only "came in", he passed through the line, and his 
~=~=-~~~ c2~7ied ~i~ 1uell into tho =;en cen:2r cf the perimeter 
before he slowed down. 

The res~ite was short lived, and within a few minutes, t~e 
attack was renewed. The attacking farce fallowed a similar pat:ern 
:hrcughcut the ~est of the night. As each attack was teacen back, 
the NVA would break contact, and the firing would die dcwn. Several 
::~es during the creaks in the action, the sounds of ~en =heer:ng 
the distance could be heard, and their cheers would be answered t~ 
~~cse of the enemy who weLe regrcuping claseL co the ~er:me~er. ~s 
:he farther gr:Jups closed, their cheers wculd merge wi:h these 
=ur rrcnt, a single voice would crder them f=r~ard, anc ar.c:~e~ 
assault would be launched against the line. 

As c~e night progressed, ~he sccpe of :he a::ack =rcace~es 
~nclude the defensive secccrs cf the 2nd ?lat=cn, A:=ha, and :~e 

:st ?la:=an, 2ravo. 3y chis time, constant arciller~ suc;crc ~as 
teing requested, and bath the lC7mm and Elmm mcrtars re~cr:ed ~~e= 
~ere s:arting tc r~n low on HE rcunds. Several ti~es uni:s we~e 
~=minded chat as an NVA effort trake and their f irin~ di~inished, 
:he defenders had ta do the same in crcer t:J insure that the 



ammunition that was left would caLry until daylibhc and lase unc:: 
the Tr cculd be resupplied. 

• • • • • 

0330 HOURS: MAY 1566 

Alpha Leported one of the squads within its 3rd Platoon had ~un 
out of ammunition, and without coordinating with anyone, had 
withdrawn into the perimeter. Cpt Bizantz closed the gap with c~e 
fire of an M-60 machine gun. However, because there was continuing 
pressure along that portion of his line, he reported that it was 
possible that several NVA may have passed through the gap before it 
was closed and could be inside the defense. The ward was passed 
that everyone was immediately to get into a prone position, and che 
Bl's were told to hang a flare directly overhead. Instructions were 
given ta shoat anyone an his feet wnen the "lights" came en. Sy t~e 
light of the flare, it was determined that the position had not been 
~ene~r2ted, ~~d t~a fire teams were moved across from the apposice 
side of the perimeter to Lepair up the break. Alpha's errant squad 
was rounded up, resupplied and returned to the line. During t~e 
course of the battle, that remained the only incidence of that scr~. 

·• ..... 
0~15 HOURS: 29 MAY 1566 

The NVA broke contact and withdrew to the north of the LZ. Ac 
this time, it was estimated the If had been in contact wit~ an 
element of about battalion strength. The artillery canti~ued 
worK along the threatened portion of the line, and as the pressure 
fell away, rounds were shifted ta harassing fires ta the north ar.c 
northwesc. The lOS's had been served without interrupcian desci:e 
an abortive ground attack that was launched out of the darkr.ess 
agains~ Rn Fwd at 11 ALPHA. The infantrymen of Cpt Tryan's Charlie 
Campany defending the base had little difficulty dealing with the 
attac!<ing farce. 

The ~r=blem of ammunition resupoly along the line =ecame 
mc~e ac~te as t~e night progressed. ~mmunition was ~ecis~~itu~ec 
:~cm casualties ~ha had been removed tc unit colleccicn paints arc 
fccm the uncommit:ed qarticn cf the lir.e tc c~cse whc neeced ~: 
mcsc. 3n Fwd ~as nc=ified tha: if the ac~acks were ~er.e~ec a~c ==-=:-L2C == =2~~~ =~e ~ei;h~ cf =~cse exceriencec :~us ~ 2 r 
=a~li;~c the ammuni:ion sicuation wculc =e serious and :~a~ an ea~:: 
~=succl~ ~as c~i:i=al. aeca~se cf the heavy g~cur.d-:c-ai~ ~~~; 
ex=erier.cec by c~e ~elicco~ers earlier in che evening, ar. at~emc: := 
cesuccly in Che darkness was nae ccnsicered an immediate =~~i=~· 
s~r~risi~gly er.cugh, ·~ casualties remained li;ht thrcughcuc :~e 
ni~hc, c~c K:~ and nine W[A, ~rctably =ecause all cf the t~cccs 
alcng the line were pr=ne ar.d ~ad continued t= i~crcve :~e:~ 
=csi=~=ns ~Lr~rg ~ver~ caLse ~~ =~e ~c:~=n. Our~ng =~e ~i;M~. =~= 



NVA were forced to fire at muzzle flashes racher chan at individua~ 
soldiers. However, for that same reason, mast er the wounc~ 
~eceived during that period were serious head and shoul~er hits. -

Aside from an occasional shot from an enemy ~osltionec ·­
clcse to the perimeter, the NVA pressure ceased, and the atcack was 
jraken cff. Again, voices of personnel and sounds cf individuals 
dragging off their dead and wounded were easily heard as the~ 
withdrew from contact. The artillery was adjusted to sceed them en 
their way. With the break in the action, wounded were c8llected, 
available ammunition was again stretched out among the defenders, 
and to the extent practical, L?'s were reestablished. 

• • • • • 

0530 HOURS: 29 MAY 1565 

Just before daylight, Medevacs CDust Off) were requested pie~ 
up several of the more seriously wounded men. Bn Fwd indicated that 
a single ship was inbound and that the pilot and his c~ew har 
volunteered because the LZ was considered tea "hot" far- O"Cher shi:;s 
to be cr-der-ed in. His ship could take out five of the wounded, a~c 
on tre advice ::f their MF";d i cs, u11i t. r:omriandPr-s had to se l.ect 'JJhir:h 
men would go. This was extr-emely difficul~, because i: the mornin~ 

·did not bring an improvement ta the Tr situation and allow 
subsequent lifts to come in, they were deciding at that moment who 
might live and who might not. The bird could be heard as i~ 
aooroached the LZ from the east long before its r-unning lights 
appeared over the Chu Ba. The Medevac was about 1000 meters south 
of the LZ, and when told to swing north, the pilot called fer a 
flare to locate the clearing in the darkness. A green star cluster 
rose to meet him. The ship came in just above the tree tcps, drew 
g:.-ean :.:-ace~ fir-a f:-:;m se\l2:-a.!. N\JA ~ 1 1 -r-:~~2 ti. c ,JJea ~eris ~i"' --, .,... o ~,_,..a 

dropped down just as a second flare died away. The five wounded 
were placed an board, and drawing fire as it climced above th~ 
trees, the bird flew the soldiers directly to the Evac hospital in 
Cui Nhon. The word was relayed that all had survived. However, one 
of men not selected died before the next Medevac could get intc the 
LZ. 7~at air=~aft came in at 0715, and, much to our sur=rise, was 
able ~= lif~ cut wi~h seven of cur wcunde~ en toard. 

• • • • • 

C610 i-:CURS: 

As s=cn as :he~e was sufficient ~ayli;ht, ~he ==m=aries ~e~e 
cr~ered to send cut their platccns, one at a time anc search t~e 
a~ea i~~ediately to their f~onts. They were ta clear ar.~ sni~ers 
who were still in their sectcrs, b~i~g in any wcunded er ~eaccr.s 
that were discovered, check far anything cf intelli;ence value. anc 
;et a body count. Because cf the uncertainty ccncerning the size er 
=iswcsi:ic~.=~ :he enemy fc~ce, ~he ~latccns were ~=st~i=~=c f~=m 



.. .,. 

sweecing beyond 100 mecers from the perimeter. As each plac=cn 
moved out, the platoons an the perimeter expanded left and righc c= 
fill the gap until the sweep was ccmpleted. As Alpha's ~,;:.= Platoon 
Lt Light, was making its sweep, it reached the limicing distance a~ 
it approached a small st~eam in front of che ccmpany pcsiticn. 
Ac~oss che stream were a number of NVA bodies, wich weapcns ar.c 
packs scill in evidence, chat had been caught by one of t~e 
artillery fire missions, and the platoon moved ta check- them ouc. 
As they were crossing_ the scream, the NVA renewed their actack. The 
unit was hit in the franc and flank and was pinned down. C=~ 
Bizantz asked for permission ta try ta extract them, and as C~c 
Maisano spread his company ta cover the perimecer, moved his other 
two platoons forward. Fire missions were called to build an 
artillery box around the trapped unit and isolate them from their 
attackers. Cpt Bizantz lead the relief and was successful in 
reaching and bringing out all or n1s people, co lncluce n1s ceaa ar.d 
wounded. He was the last of his unit ta return ta the perimeter, 
and as he did so, he was described by his one of his soldiers as 
ccvering the withdrawal, firing an M-16 with cne hand and an A~-~7 
CNVA autcmatic weapon) with the other. The relief was successf~i. 
but at a cost of six killed and thirteen wounded, equivalenc t8 ~c~~ 
than sixty percent of the platoon's strength. Lt Light survived the 
fire fighc. Two weeks later, while in the l/~5ch's base camo at 
r~sis, he was killed wheri a .u·eapon wcis ac:t.=idenrally discharged. · 

~ 

As the two companies resumed thei~ positions, the NVA 
closed and renewed their efforts against the perimeter. Over the 
next four hours, the 66th NVA's attack slowly expanded to the f ianks 
so as ta involve mare and mare of the Tf. The attackers came in 
bunches - not in the human waves as the Chinese had in the Kcrean 
War - but in groups of from platoon to company size. They wculc 
charge cut of the forrest and undergrowth, yelling and sheeting, an~ 
move straight against the perimeter - without any obvious effort t= 
take advantage of the ground and cover. Because of thei' tct2~ 
disregard for their own safety, many of the enemy were cut down by 
the concentrated fires of the defenders, the mortars and artiller~. 

)-., ' that were ::llj .... :::iri"';~~; ~,_ 
-·· .. ---·"' --

~=supply :~e ~osition. 

• • • • • 

:::..i E:lY := r 7L.:A r r CN 
c:co - C7CC ~C~RS: 25 ~AY :s== 

~s :~e ~eca:led ~ni:s =f c~e EEt~ ~VA ~ec~r-e~ :~ei~ 
~=~:~encal ~ase area, t~e~ ar~ived afts~ ~i~~:;ht i~ =~c ~a~=~ 
i~c~ements - cne G~cup arc~~~ c:co and =~e c:~e~ s~=~=:~ ~ef=~= 
CECO. r~=m t~e ~elccming c~ee~s thac were heard =~=m ~i~e ~= ::~e. 
i: was ac~arenc :~at smaller elements c=ncinued == ar~ive i~ =~e 
at:ack staging area unci: ~ell int~ the ~c~ning. ~~=m ~~e size a~t 
ccmpasicicn cf :~e ac:acki~g g~cuos, i: acceared :~a: :~e ~v~ 

C=mmander c=mmi::ad his units t= the ac:i=n aGains~ =~e ~me~i=an 



position as they became available. Thus, instead cf waiting anc 
mounting an cvet"l.JJhe lm i ng ef f or-t, his strength tu as spent p lecemea l, 
and he failed to capitalize on his advantage of suoerior numbe~s. 
Once committed, individual units seemed to be acting lndependent:.·· 
and withcu~ the benefit of centralized direction and cont~ol. ~ 

• • • • • 

0830 HOURS: 19 MAY 1566 

Sixty percent of the perimeter became actively engaged in the 
defense, and because of constant heavy contact along the line, and 
the danger of ground-ta-air fire, the resupply ships were loaded and 
marshalled at 11 ALPHA pending a break in the action. After an hour 
of continuous effort, the NVA brake off and retired into the forest. 
As was the previous experience, there would be short breaks in the 
fighting against any one paint of the line, and at times, the entire 
attacking farce would withdraw for a period that might last from ten 
to up ta thirty minutes. As this pattern developed and ta take 
advantage of any opportunity the lulls might present, resupply ships 
and Medevac's were placed in orbit nearby. At 05~5. with the fi~s~ 
real break in the action, three ships flying at tree top level and 
"with their foot to the. firewall" came into the LZ. They off-loac!ed 
107mm ~~rt 81mm mort2~ qmm~niti~n. along wlth ~~all ar~~ ~nd r-oun~s 

for the M-79 Grenade L~unche~s. Aler-ted that the ships we~e 
·.inbound, wounded were moved from the collection paints closer- to the 
touch dawn areas .. TF wounded filled those ships ta capacity. A 
second effort was made to resupply at 1015, but the aircraft we~e 
driven off by heavy ground-to-air fire. Rather than abandon the 
mission completely, the helicopters made one mare pass over the 
clearing and the dace- gunners "kicked out" their loads at 20 fee-: 
and about 110 knots. That became the final resupply far t~e 
morning. Although several attempts were made, no more aircraft we~e 
able ta land at 10 ALPHA until late in the afternoon. 

When airc~aft would come up an the IF Cmd Net and LepaLt 
they were inbound, Lt Brothers would lift or shift supporting fiLes 
ccming from 11 ALPHA and Due Ca ta keep fLam hitting our awn people. 
During those respites, the IF picked up the firepower of the 
gunships that were escorting the supply air-craft, in addition to tr.e 
searching fires from the outboard door gunners, and used them ~­
~ake st~afing Luns parallel ta our positions. Pilots Leoar-:e~ 
engaging enemy tLoaps as close as ten meters forward of the fight:~~ 
positions. RTO's along the line, speaking diLectly ta the gunsr.:=: 
wer-e mere than once heac-d to say, "That was just r-ight. Could ycL.; 
move it in another ten feet an the next pass?" 7he shi~s 1..uct...:l.c ,:::=.ss 
on information concerning what they observed, Loll out, and c~=e 
they had clea~ed the aLea, the aLtillery and mcLtar:-s would commerce 
their- close support missions once again. 

7he mortars wec-e experiencing difficulty getting t~ei~ 
~ounds in close enough to the line to be effective, ~ecause even 

• Q 
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firing the minimum range placed most of the rcunds out i·nto th .. e 
fcr.-esr. and in a '':as~" c=~d.i.ticn. To c::~nt~r.- this, :~e =::-2:.:s =ui.!.: 
supports under the biped legs of the mortars, and wj..th minim~m 
charges, fired their rounds almost straight up so that they couic 
impac~ Just beyond the bursting radius of the shells. 

• • • • • 

0930 HOURS: 29 MAY 1966 

The only positions that had not became engaged in the expanding 
fire fight were those of Alpha's 1st and Bravo's 2nd Platoons, and 
both were directly across from the portion of the perimeter that 
experienced the heaviest NVA pressure. The TF Cmd Post was at the 
junction of these units. The action against the defense continued 
with varying degrees of intensity slowing to a halt against one 
sector and swelling to a peak against another only a dozen or so 
.... 

0 +- o.-c= '01'""' 1 • µ,...,,"""'1~'=" at no time .. was the entire pas i ti on i nvo l •Jed 
and the TF enjoyed the advantages of "interior lines" allowing both 
men and ammunition ta be moved to bolster more critical points. 
Although there was a small group of men near the C? that had bee~­
designated as the TF reserve, individuals and fire teams frcm the 
unccmmitted platoons served ta plug the gaps created by the losses 
teino t~kGn alonq the far sicte of the perimeter. 

·• 

General Walker had been keeping close touch with action on 
the ground and had been overhead several times on the evening of the 
28th and again since just before daylight an the 29th. He had been 
keeping abreast of the situation by monitoring transmissions bet~een 
the TF and Bn Fwd. On occasion, he came up on the TF net to request 
an update or to pass along some bit of information he felt useful, 
but basically, he left the fighting to those on the ground. He used 
his influence to insure that the troops continued to get all the 
support that was available in that part of Vietnam, and an one 
occasion, because of increased sniper activity against the exposed 
position of the radio during transmissions to Bn fwd, the General 
served as an airborne relay. 

• • • • • 

1130 HOURS: 29 MAY 1966 

The ac~ion at 10 ALPHA was the focal point for t~e mamenc ~' 
t~e enci~e rr Carps Tactical Zone, and as the day wore an, mare a~c 
~ore air=~aft appeared overhead and asked if they cculd provice 
assis~ance. Scme were Army, some were Air F~rce, and same were a 
:=tal mystery. Several of the tactical aircraft were responding:= 
specific support missions, while others were out cruising ==~ 
"tar;ets of oppor~unity" or wer-e returning from a prior mission wi:~ 
crcinance ar.d fuei s~ill available. All were appreciated t~ :~e 
:~=c~s an the gr-=unc. In thac targets out from ~he LZ were 1c: 
visi=le ~o memcers cf the 7r, several cf the pilots were asked := 
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direct their attention to the regrouping areas ta the nar~h of the 
LZ. Others were asked to concentrate on the areas ta the east from 
which the cheers of newly arriving NVA could be heard._. When the 
situation allowed, gunships were invited to make supporting "uns 
along the flanks of the perimeter, and take action against any 
targets they could identify. 

On one occasion, as a Huey gunship started its ~un, the 
pilot was advised of a machine gun that had been positioned in a 
tree at off the southeast end of the LZ, and he was advised :o break 
left as he completed his pass over that sector. His first oass was 
from east to west, firing his outboard Cright) door guns as· he f~ew 
the line. He did a tight turn, came around and made a return oass 
from west to east. As· the ship completed its second pass, it roiled 
out to the right and was immediately taken under fire by a stream of 
green tracers as it exited the LZ. The helicopter disappeared f~cm 
view and suddenly reappeared coming in from the north, low over the 
trees. A hugh jet of smoke and flame was boiling from the fuel 
tanks on the left side of the aircraft, and it was struggling to 
stay airborne long enough to reach the security of the LZ. The Huey 
bounced ta a landing about forty meters from the mortar posi:icns 
and both pilots and door gunners unloaded and cleared the aircraft 
almost before the water they had sprayed into the air an imoact h?C 
a chance to settle. The shic c~ntinued to bu~n for several· ~ir~t~s 
with macnine gun and rocket tounds ''cooking off'', causing sc~~ 
.~ancern in the section of the perimeter closest ta the wreck. The 
status of the crew was relayed ta their friends overhead, and fer 
the time being, they became "instant" infantrymen in Alpha's 2~d 
Platoon. 

• • • • • 

11~5 HOURS: 29 MAY 1566 

An NVA unit numbering around forty broke from the funnel 
leading into the tree line directly in front of Bravo's 2nd Platoon. 
That unit was positioned across the open southeastern end of the LZ 
and was back from the tree line same twenty-five or thirty meters. 
Fram the confusion in their ranks, it appeared that the NVA expected 
to close with Bravo at the edge of the trees, and failing ta mee~ 
the expected resistance, their momentum carried them out into the 
open. They were immediately taken under fire, and suddenly findir.g 
themselves exposed, began milling around. A mortar rou~d ;ired ty 
Ser~eant Evans' section of 8lmm's landed at their leading edge, anc 
the front ranks of the NVA turned and ran back into the othe~s. 
Some of them made it back into the woods, others broke left er 
"ight. Those t~at ~an to their right moved parallel ta the line, 
ar.d then for scme distance, stayed within easy visual range of t~e 
men in position. The majority of this group became casualties in 
short order. Of the cnes that mcved to their left, two automatic 
weapons ~earns were able to establish themselves in the trees abcut 
100 meters cut. Cn ac=asion, either of the guns would fire cown :~e 
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long axis of the perimeter, but because of intervening trees. t~ei~ 
fire did little mare tnan cl1p limes ana leaves and drop them en t~e 
trccps =elcw. Their fire downed at least one helicopter befere the~ 
were eliminated. That Huey lost mast of its hydraulic _.fluid, =~c 
made it back into the LZ without further damage and without i~Jury 
to the c~ew. As were t~eir predecessors, they were adced to the 
trcops an the line. 

• • • • • 

1200 HOURS: 29 MAY 1565 

The action concentrating against the IF continued to oc=u~y t~e 
center ring of the only "show in town''. Unidentified air-craft came 
up an the r-adio, inquired haw the situation was going, and askec i: 
they could be of assistance. 

Just after noon, a Farwar-d Air Controller CFAC), fiying a 
0-lA light observation Birddcg, checked into the net and asked i: we 
cculd use two A-1£ Si<yraider 's that were ··loaded far- bear" and 
looking far targets. He indicated the fixed wing aircraft wero ·~ 
carrying 20mm rackets and napalm. Lt Brothers shut dcwn the 
artillery, and the NVA machine guns that had been set up back in the 
trees ta our southeast were designated as the target. r.en at 
or:pns i tP. en1s of the r .. z threJJ.• sm:ike grenad:::s to ind i.ca t3 e:i l i !"".,:::> af 
flight, and a compass heaaing of 1~0 degrees from the center of the 
L2 - with an estimated distance to where the guns were located were 
passed ta the fAC. The planes made two racket runs and received 
return fire each time. The FAC called far the napalm, and as the 
firsc A-1£ made its pass, the aluminum tanks splashed flame ard 
smoke into the forest, an line but well beyond the target. 7~e 
t~ail aircraft became disoriented, made a 90 degree error in i:s 
flight path, and came in aver the LZ en a north ta south run. :~e 
IF C? ~roup was alerted ta the impending danger when one cf the 
nearby Bravo troops yelled, "Gad Almighty, look out!" The A-lE:, at 
tree top ~eight, released its napalm tanks as it passed aver the ~ar 
side of the perimeter, and as they fell, the tanks gave the 
ap~earar.ce of two hugh silver cigars slowly tumbling towar~s t~e 
Command Grcup. ft was as if the C? had been the designated tar;et. 
1ne right tank hit exactly five feet in front of the pasiticn, ar.d 
the blast, metal and flame went aver and fanned out beyond it. :~e 
left tank fell about five meters farther in, was deflec:ed ~u a 
lar;e t~ee, ar.d its napalm passed aver most of the men en the ;~=L~d 
anc car~ied owe beyond the perimeter. Of the eleven men arcur.d :~e 
C?, ni~e ~ere injured. L: 3r=thers received third de~~ee ~ur~s =~ 
his ~ack, and :st Sergeant :ex, 3rava, who ac t~e mcmenc cf :~~ac:, 
was wor~ing wi:h a soldier who had just been wounded, had e~:~ 
enough reac~icn time ta raise his hands ta cover his f~ce. i~ ~ci~e 

' . . 
of receiving severe burns en his hands and face, his eyes ~e~e ~c: 

ccmpar.y. ~one cf the 
~atai, =L: =ecause of 

seve~3l ~eeks, he ~etur~ed t= dut~ wi:~ :~e 

wounds frcm the fire or exploding tanks uere 
them, six men were eventual~y evacuated ~r=~ 



.. 

country. The two who were not burned had avoi~ed injury - =~e ~~ 
dashing out into the open so that the tanks passed aver and hi: 
behind him, and the other, by diving into a wa:er-filled foxhole. 
The PRC-25 that had been serving as the Tr net controi~taticn ~ 25 
destroyed, and the Artillery radio was pressed into immeciate 
service to notify the FAC and anyone else listening of the er~or ar.c 
to call off any subsequent runs. The pilot of the errant A-1~ cculc 
be heard aver the FAC's radio saying, "I will not dr"ap un~ess 
requested, I wi 11 not drop unless requested." It was abv iaus he had 
become aware of the mistake about the same time as those an :he 
ground. The target in question was still active, and the rAC was 
requested ta bring the aircraft around again, ta make a dry run := 
ensure they were back an target, and then to engage with whateve~ 
ordinance they had left. The NVA machine guns ceased to be a 
problem at that time. 

Just before the napalm incident, Bn Fwd had been contac:ed 
an the Admin net with a "Dust Off" request, and the Bn c:-'­

Lagistics Officer, Cpt Ted Drum, had been informed that the Tr hac 
ten KIA and thirty-eight WIA for evacuation. He was on his way t= 
inform LTC Feir of the request just as Cpt Bizantz, from his van:a~c 
point an the opposite side of the LZ, began reporting that the T~ :? 
had been hit by napalm, and that he couldn't see an~ movement wi:h~~ 
the Command Group. At th~t moment, Cpt Orum announced that 10 AL?HA 
hdd ten declci a Md tilir" ty·· e'i£Jl1t wounded, and it was assumed he was 
talking about casualties as the result of the napalm strike. The 3r. 

·cmd Group was stunned into silence. Almost immediately from t~e 
radio they were using to monitor:- TF tr:-ansmissicns, they heard, "F.;c: 
FAC! Cease fire! Cease fire! Tell that son of a bitch to abart:i ". 
It was obvicus that the Tr Cmd Gp was still functioning, and thin~s 
at Sn Fwd returned to the business at hand. 

• • • • • 

12~5 HOURS: 29 MAY 1565 

General Walker joined LTC Feir at 11 AL?HA in the earld 
afternoon to finalize the best cour:-se of action concerning the f igh: 
and the troops at 10 ALPHA. He was faced with the same decisicn 
that had created the IF on the 28th. That being, whether- to reca:: 
the ground force or to reinforce it with more troops and attemot: := 
regain the initiative. To do nothing was to invite the NVA := 
continue t:o gather- its units on either side of the border unt~~ 
~~m=ers were suf:icient to eventually ever run the· peri~e:er. 

Unless the NVA were forced back from the LZ, any attempt to ex:~ac: 
wculd be difficult at best, and the trail units in the ext:rac:i=n 
would be olaced in an almost imoossible situation.. Otherwise, :~e 
troops wo~ld have to abandon the LZ, and using the artillery anc 
gunships as escorts, attempt: to break out to the east. Neit~er 
cot:ion was ac=e~tab1~1 The Gene~al's decision was ta reinforce wi:~ 
the remainder of t~e l/3Sth Inf, under the command of the Sri;ace 
=-v~-· ..... ~. ·~ ~c:-=-: -""'"I- • - ,..._, ~-._ __ ._ •/: ---- --
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the decision. Hcwever, because of the logistics involved wi:h 
helibarne operations, it would be after 1~30 before the flights and 
escor~s would be assembled - armed and fueled - and the relief force 
lifted frcm its present: locat:icn and t:ransported to 10· ~LPHA. ..,e 
thrust: of the message from General Walker was: "The relief was in 
mction. LTC Kingst=n and t~e l/35t:h were an the way, and until they 
ar-r·ive, dig in a little deeper and hang on to what you've got:!" 

As the morning had progressed, the situation had not 
improved by any appreciable amount. However, the perimeter remained 
sound, and the men in the positions had stopped every thrust the NVA 
had made without any ever reaching the defensive line. Aside from a 
few moments that were close, the NVA effort did not appear ta be 
gaining strength. Of considerable concern was that the NVA seemed 
to have an endless supply of men ta send against the TF positions. 
As friendly casualties continued ta mount, with resulting gaps in 
the line, there was no way of replacing them other than by thir.nir.~ 
other areas ta serve the demand. I was not alone in my concern over 
this, and it became obvious that the question of our continued 
success was on the minds of many of us. Fallowing one of the hourly 
sit rep's from Alpha, the RIO hesitated and then asked if he could 
ask a question. "Major, are we really going ta get out of here?" I 
told him that no American unit that r knew of had surrendered in 
Vietnam, and we were not about ta be the first. Gen Walker had the • 
r~li2f f~~~q c~2~ki~g ~~, a~d ~e ~ould be still here ta g~eE~ th~ 
~/3Sth when they came in. There was long silence and he said, 
,, Thanks I r just wanted ta know. II 

• • • • • 

1300 HOURS: 29 MAY 1566 

A Bravo company medic came ta the C? area and told Cpt Maisano 
tl""-,at c::_gt-_ i:-_vans '"aS de Rd. T .... e C::gt IJJ; ... .., ...... .,,, rcmr"" ..... , ' Q, - ..... -~- ~ - --

- J.J - I! ..... I - -·. -· - - ·r-~· '':2 - _ .. 1111 1111,,,,,,,1., i...01. ;::JI 

had been hit in the legs - a bullet passing through one and almcst 
removing the kneecap from the other. Instead of allowing himself :c 
be removed to the relative safety of the company collection point, 
he c~ase ta stay with the mortars and keep his tubes in ac:icn. 
~~en an assistant gunner was killed, he reorganized the gun c~ew and 
tal~ed the leader and ammunition bearers through the la~ing ar.c 
firing procedures. Sergeant Evans stayed with the guns until, afce~ 
receiving at least one more wcund, he died from lass cf blccc arc 
shcck. 

Another of the individ~al actions that oc=ur~ed d~ri~g :~e 
fight involved a soldier that l had had previous dea~ings ~i:h a: 
Schofield 3ar~acxs while se~ving as ?resident of a Fitness =car=. 
~he soldier had lef~ c~e PX ~eer garden and, instead of ret~r~i~g := 
his barracks, hac deciced t= go c= the ?est ~ibrary, stand cut :re~: 
ar.d expose himself :c any ladies ~ha might be passing by. :~e f:~s: 

~e~scn ~- ~ass ~as ~~e ?=s~ :ucy Cff :cs~, and ~hen ~he sc:=:=~ 
failed t:: sa.!.:..;t:e, :-:e ·..uas ca.!. lee ::::i ··ai::entian". Dr::ppi:-ig h!.s :-ar::s 



:~cm his ~rant and coming to attention, h~s intentions were exooserl 
and I goc Che Job as President of his Board. Al though cbv i cus 1.', 
guilty, we decided that his behavior had been influenced by th~ 
~eer, and since he had no previous disciplinary problems, he was 
given another chance. "Fig leaf", as he became known in scme 
circles, was an the Bravo 3rd Placcon line a few mete~s ~~c~ a 
machine gun team. When an incoming grenade killed the gunner and 
badly wounded the assistant gunner, three NVA broke from ·cover and 
tried to capture the weapon. "Figleaf" saw them coming, ran frcm 
his position, fully exposing himself - but in an entirely different 
sense of the ward - to enemy fire and reached the machine gun just 
ahead of the NVA. He dropped into the firing position and drove off 
the attackers, killing two of them in the precess. 

Throughout the action, the NVA mortars were employed 
twice. On the first occasion, they fired nine rounds during the 
morning attack. The first round was heard to impacc hit well back 
in the forest, and since the Tr had no fire mission in progress at 
that moment, it was assumed that something had blown up out the~e. 

A second explosion occurred about ten minutes later, closer, but 
still "last". A third impacted about ten minutes after the second , ,._ .,. 
on line and within sight of the LZ. It was determined that an 
observer was probably in a tree 5omewhere in the vicinity and as 
ea~h r~urrl was fired, he ~oulrt send the correction bac~ to th2 t~te 
p~::;i i:i1J;1 :_:~ r-unne;r - thus the time lapse betwee11 rounds. C:::t. 
~=:==~= -~3 ~=:~ ~~~~ the next round would hit pretty close to his 
1st Platoon positions and for him ta move his people to the left and 
right of the anticipated impact point. The troops moved, the ~ound 
came in on schedule, hit just inside the perimeter and did nc 
damage. There was one final adjustment out into the center of t~e 
LZ, the tube fired four rounds "far effect", and after that, ~:-:e 
mortar ceased firing. 

• • • • • 

1~30 HOURS: 29 MAY 1~66 

8n Fwd passed the word that LTC Kingston and the relief for=2 
had completed marshalling and would be arriving at the LZ around 
1500. It had to be assumed that the NVA were also monitoring any 
transmissions between the TF and the outside world. At the time t~e 
information concerning the relief was received, the NVA effor~ was 
gaining momentum once again. They were well aware that their wincow 
for success was about to close! As had been the case thrcughaut ~~e 
attack, the pressure was concentrated against the 3rd ?latoons of 
~ ~ ~ r: =. 2. ~ = 3 ::- 2. '..' = . 

The danger of ground-ta-air fire against the incoming 
flights was c:-itical. and sur:n:'.lressir::m af that fire •ti~c:: --.. ,....;_-:-_~ := 
~he success of ~he relief. an Fwd was instructed to have the fli;ht 
Commander come up on the TF net and report when the firs~ in bcund 
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lift was five minutes cut. At that time, a number of the trcaps en 
the ground would be moved from the pcr~ian of the line lease 
committed ta the area of heaviest contac-:.. A "mad --:11inute" cf 
suppressive fires from the perimeter would be laid dawn in cancer~ 
with those of the escort ships in order to prevent the er.emy tc=m 
direc-=.ing his fire against the troop carrying helicopters while tr.ey 
were an short final and landing. rt was requested that·ance the 
soldiers exited the aircraft, they move ta the northern particn of 
the perimeter and take up positions there. Because of the "mad 
minute", the defenders would be dawn to their last rounds cf 
ammunition. Once the TF was committed ta the suppressive course cf 
action, the first lift had ta come in, regardless of fire, so as to 
keep the TF and its perimeter from becoming untenable. Cpts Bizar.~z 
and Maisano were briefed, ammunition was redistributed far a maximum 
effort, and the troops who were going ta move were designated ar.c 
oriented as ta their role in support of the relief. When the birds 
were four minutes out, men were moved across the perimeter. They 
teak up the fire, and the first troop lift came in withcut less. 
The dismounting soldiers of the l/3Sth moved into the line, passed 
out the extra ammunition they were carrying, and joined the fight. -~ 

LTC Kingston and Maj Fred Delisle, Battalion Operations Officer, 
arrived with the second lift, and the command of the TF was turns= 
over ac th~t tlm9. 

• • • • • 

ENEMY SITUATION 
1600 HOURS: 29 MAY 1566 

Any hope of success in overrunning and destroying the Amer:can 
defense was preempted when the remainder of the l/3Sth Joined t~e 
battle. Considering the lasses he had already sustained, t~e anl~ 
course of action still open to the NVA was to block with a delayi~g 
f~rce ~hile the remainder of his regiment retreated back inc= 
sanctuaries west af the Cambodian border. 

• • • • • 

With the additional strength an the grcund, the LZ was expancec 
cut~ard. The NVA reacted to the reinforcement with renewed ef~cr~s 
~~r anocher thirty or so minutes, but within an hour and a half, a:: 
that was ~eing received was occasional sniper fire. The sicuaci=~ 
went quiet fer the next hour or so, and the TF consolidated i~s 
enlar;ed holdings, saw to the evacuation cf the dead and wowr.cec, 
and ~oliced the bactlefield immediately to che franc. 

• • • • • 

~ 7CO :·me RS: MAY 1=66 

~t 17GO, there was a r.eavy mortar at~ack in which abcut .... 
-'"- . ;,,,.,ne cf -:~e ~:-ii:ia..!. 

- . - -· 
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directly in front of a supply ship that was just lifting cf~. ~~d 
the pilot reacted by banking sharply to his right. In s~ dcir.g, ::e 
caught his main rotor in a tree and crashed on the LZ: ~sice ~~=m 
minor injuries, all aboard survived and were extracted on a :a:er 
aircraft. Damage from the mortars was minimal in that most cf :~e 
t~ocps were no longer on the tree line, but were fifty to :cc me:e~s 
farther out into the forest on the new perimeter. The remainder Cf 
the night passed without incident, and the following morning, =~ave 

I Company and the 107mm mortars from the 2/3Sth were detached and ~e~e 

' :l:w: :a:k. t: :h: :r:g:d: :a:e. •: :e:i:·. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 
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SUMMARY 

Casualties for the Task Force amounted ta sixteen killed 
eight~-ei~ht ~=~~=2=, al~cst thi~t~-nine percent cf ;-~ :=:2: 
strength. For the 66th NVA Regiment, 21fl bodies were found in :~e 
forest around the original perimeter, and information was receivec 
that an 02 Jun, an NVA unit had passed through a Montagnard ==~~e~ 
village with walkin~ wounded and carrying over 100 litter cases. 
Keadq: !arters, r FFV did not shaw the 66th NVA on the list of e!"'1ern~ 
'...l: ,.i, t.-. ·· i 11 c...:.•.·;"°) ~rl:l" again ·~nt..i. l after- the f i ~-s:: ::;:"" : ::=c; . :... : :: : 2 s 
captured enemy equipment included: 

s 
1 
1 
If 
1 

12.7mm anti-aircraft machine guns 
SO cal heavy machine gun 
SG-~3 heavy machine gun w/extra barrel 
RFD light machine guns 
RP-1±6 light machine gun 
Automatic weapons 

-'.~,/,'\ 
·\. 

·.~ 
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1 
1 
2 

AK-1±7 assault weapons 
62mm mortar base plate and biped 
Field telephone 
ChiCom radios 

on :1onday, :-tay 30, ·c== ---- . 
. l. ateline 

\ 

The "Nashville Tennessean" reported 
Saigon CAP): 

·Y 

i 

\ 

"US infantrymen engaged a North Vietnamese far=e 
blccdy combat yesterday in the Central Kighla~ds ~ear 
Cambcdian border, a US spokesman reported. 

::-e 

\ 
The action, in which 78 North Vietnamese ~egu~a~s ~e~2 

reported killed in a day's fighting, was taking place west== 
Pleiku, 2~0 miles northeast of Saigon. It was' in this 

\ 

s·a····me general area that 10,000 North Vietnamese regulars ~ave 
b~en reported by authoritative sources in Saigon t~ ~e 
~6~ted for an attack from Cambodia's Chu Phong Mountains. 

:i;l''i'~~ -
~~ .. ·";: - 1 he Americans involved wei:-e 
·r~i'":~i\l~.~,!cry. Tt}~E!}r ... cc:~ual t!.es 
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troops from the US ~~~~·s 
in ~he.fightin~ .s!~ce ~c=~ 



Sat:ur-day wer-e 
macer-at:e. 

desc~:ted by Saigon br-ief ing off i:::er-s as 

. --
The clash tcp~ed the day's war- news, which fer weeks new 

has ~een seccndar-y to Scut:h Vietnam's political crisis. 

Infor-mants in Saigon said Saturday the Nor-~h Vietnamese 
tr-oops wer-e sitting an the Cambodian side of the bor=er­
waiting to s~ring into South Vietnam's Cent:r-al Highlands 
dur-ing the rainy season. 

Cambodia, a neutral, has 
Vietnamese troops or the Viet 
territcry and did so again today. 

denied 
Cong 

it is allowing Ncr:h 
guer-r-illas to use its 

The r-eport of the informants in Saigon, however-, seemed :o 
agr-ee with r-emacks ta newsmen in Washington rr-iday ~Y ~aJ Gen 
Stanley R. Lar-son, that up to six North Vietnamese L"egiments 
wer-e massed in Cambodia. His r-emarks drew a quick denial fr-cm 
the US Defense Department. It said there were ur.ccnfi~~e~ 
reports of North Vietnamese being in Cambodia but no ac:~al 
evidence of it. 

. 
ihe Saigon infar~ants saia tn2i~ infurrn~cian en :~e 

Ncr-th Viet:namese was based on intelligence r-epar-ts avaiLatle := 
militar-y commander-s in South Vietnam. 

Larson, who is now on leave in Washington, is i:~e 
commander- of US for-ces in the Central Highlands ar-ea. Af~er 
the ?enta~on contradicted his statement in Washing:=n, 
Larson told newsmen: "I stand corrected." 

The informants here said the troops in the Camtccian 
mountains wer-e from North Vietnam's 325th Division wn~c~ 
engaged the US 1st Air Cavalry Division last November i~ the ia 
Orang Valley in the Highlands. 

rr.e new f ighti~g in the Central Highlands was said to =e 
near one of the exit ~aints far the Ka C~i Minh T~a:~ ~n:=~ 
wines down i::ir-cLt;h Laos and, some say, Cambodia.·· 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Cepar-~~en~ cf the ~r~y Ge~eral Crder Na. 51, cat::c ~ Ses:=~==~ 
~. awarded ~he ?resicenc:al Unit Citation t= be~~ :~;a~:~~ 
ccm~anies that were in t:ie Task rarce "for extracodir.ar~ ~er=~=~· 
and "for c!ist:.inguishing CthemselvesJ by outstanding per-:'=r:-nar.c: --= 
duty a~ainst a numer~cally suoerior and heavily ar~ed ~c~:~ 
Viec~amese Army force ~n ?lei~u ?rcvince, Republic ~f Vie~~am, =~ =~ 
- 2~ May :.=66 ... 
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