
HEADQUARTERS 

UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM 

APO San Francisco 96307 

GENERAL ORDERS 3 October 1966 

NUMSER 5894 

AWARD OF THE OlSTINGUlSHED SERVICE CROSS 

TC 320. The Distinguished Service Cross is AWARDED to; 

STURDIVANT. JASPER D 0326494 SECOND LIEUTENANT INfANTRY United States Army, Co B. 1st Bn. 35th Inf, 3rd 

Qde, 25th Inf Oiv; APO 96355. 

Date Action: 3 July 1966 

Theater: Republic of Vietnam 

Reason: For extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations against an armed hostile force in the Republic 

of Vietnam. On 3 July 1966; Second bieutenant Sturdivant was leading a two squad patrol during a search and destroy 

mission near Thani:i Due. When his unit received intense hostile fire from a reinforced Viet C1)0J:l company, Second 

lieutenant Sturdivant and many of his men were seriously wounded, As the insurgent onslaught continued, a portion of 

his hasty defense was overrun and the remainder of his force was surrounded. Despite the severity of his wounds and 

repeated attacks by the fanatical Vietcong, Second bieutenant Sturdivant rallied his isolated force, radioed for 

reinforcements. and continued to direct and encourai:ie his comrades. ReaHzini:i that his force was bout to be overrun. 

Second lieutenant Sturdivant, with complete disregard for his safety, called artillery fire onto his own position in an effort 

to break the encirclement. He continued to operate the radio and fire his weapon until his ammunition was expended. 

Fully aware that he was critically wounded; Second lieutenant Sturdivant disassembled his weapon, placed the bolt under 

his body, and died. Second lieutenant Sturdivant's extraordinary heroism at the cost of his life was in keeping with the 

highest traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit; and the United States Army. 

Authority: By direction of the President. under the provisions of the Act of Congress. approved 25 July 196.3, and 

Oepartment of the Army message 782774; dated 19 September 1966. 
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Date act1ont 3 l'Ul7 196& 
Theatert Republic ot Vietnam 
Reuon: Por extra.ordinary heroism 1n connection with milltaey operations 

againat &n amed hostile force in the Republic ot Vietnam. On 
3 Jul¥ 1966, Second Lieutenant Sturdivant waa leading a. tvo 
aqlad patrol ciu:rtna & sea..rch and destroy mission near Thang Due. 
When bia unit received intense hostile r1re trcm a rein!'orced 
VJ.et Cong canp&ny, Second Lieutenant Sturdivant and ma.ny ot bis 
men were aeriou.a~ wounded.. A• the 1.ruaurgent onslaught cootin• 
ued., a portion ot hi• baat,y defense vu ovek'r\1.n a.ncl the remainder 
ot bia f'orce vaa aurrounded. Despite the severity ot his vounda 
am repeated a.ttack.e by the fanatical Viet Cong, Second Lieutenant 
Sturdivant rallied h11 isolated toree, radioed tor reinforcements, 
and continued to 41.rect and encourage his can.radea. Reali:d.ng 
that hie t'orce vaa about to be overrun 11 Second Lieutenant 
Sturdivant, v1th complete d1arep.rd tor hie safety, called artil­
le17 tire onto hia own po11t1on 1n an effort to br.k tho encir­
claent. He continued to operate the radio and tire hia weapon 
liDtil hU -.mition vu expended. 1'Ull1' aware tbat be waa 
critically wounded, Second Lieutenant Stur41-vant diau1eml>le4 
b1a weapon, placed the bolt under bl.a boc>q, and 41ed. Second 
LieuteD!Ult Sturdivant• a extraol'dina.r':J heroism &'t tbe cost ot h1a 
lite vu in keeping with the highest tr&d1t1ona ot th• •ilit&.r,y 
service and. reflects great credit upon himaelt, hU unit, and 
the 1Jn1 ted Sta tea A.ntry. 

Authori~t _.. 41.rection ot the Prea14ent, under the proviei<m11 ot tile 
Act of Congrea~, &))Proved 25 J~ 1963, &nd. t>ep&rtment of tbe 
Anq .eeaage 782T14, da.ted 1.9 Septesber 1966. 


