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AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

1. TC 320, The Distinguished Service (Cross is AWARDED posthumously o

GARCIA, GREGORIO M RA56296200 STAFF SERGEANT E6 United States Army

Company A,
APO "96355

2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, 3d Rrigade, 25th Infantry Division,

Date acticn: 31 July 1966

Theater:
Reasons

Republic of Vietnam

For extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations
against an armed hostile forcs in the Republic of Vietnam.
Staif Sergeant Garcia distlnguisaed simseli on 31 ouly L3¢6
vhile leading a reconnaissance and security element to his pla-
toon’s front during a search and destroy mission. While exe=
cuting their mission, Staff Sergeant Garcia's unit received in-
tense hostile fire from a Viet Cong company. To prevent the ine
surgents from executing a flanking maneuver to hils right, Steirl
Sergeant Garcia skillfully maneuvered his men to the left, Al-
though the Viet Cong fire became increasingly intense, he led
his men forward. As a result, he gave the rest of his platoon
avnn coreaiy bime and srace fo orgerizc caad maneuver,  Thicuglouvd
v movement forward, Staff Sergeant Garcia continually moved
from position to position, giving 1nstructions and encouragement
tc hisz comrades, As the platoon mansuver began to talke form, an
insurgent antitank grensde launcher began to deliver accurate
flvc t3 the immedizte front of Staff Sergeant Garcia’s unit.
HEALLZ LGE TOS Serlousdsds 26 LGe SLLUuablun; SUTALI seLgeant LUdlclia
i madiately organized and parsonally led his tesm toward the
hostile emplacement. While the remainder of his team provided

a base of cover, Staff Szrgeant Garcia, with complete disregard
Por his safety, singlehandedly chargsd the Viet Cong mosition,
Tavowlag hand grenades it accwacy, s Killea oge Viet Cong
and forced th2 insurgents to withdraw and abandon their antitank
weapon. As big platoon pressed the atltack, they again became
plnned down by i1ntensce hostile fire, 8Stafrl Sergsant Garcie oo
mediately led his team and employed fire and maneuver tactics,
Although he was seriously wounded, 3taff Sergeant Garcia contin-
wed to aggrazsively atbtack until he was mortally woundad,
Through hls courage and cutstanding leadership, he contributed
immeasurably to the success of the mission. Staff Sergeant
Gavcials evtroordinary heroism and devation to duty at the cost
2t his 1life were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit
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