
p!~flS::H'fQN, GEORGE C 05315074' CAPTAIN INFANTRY United States Army 
~~~J p, lt* Bn, 35th W, 3d Bde, 4th Inf Div APO 96Z6Z 
1\WtJsJri; PJ•ti~1uiahed Service Cro11 Da.te action: 15 April 1968 Theater: 

Yietatm: 
CITATION 

C°"p.kin Qe0 .rge C. D'Avi1ncm. 05315074, distinguished hbnaelf in combat 
Qperafioiu againat an arDled hoatile force on or about 1400 hours, 15 April 
J968, weet ol Kontwn City, Republic of Vietnam.. Captain D'Avignon, 
Comp&ny Com:anander, Company D, lat Battalion, 35th Infantry, waa with 
his unit while engaged in combat operation• with an estimated North Viet­
n&me1e reinforced company. 

E•rly on the a.fteraoon of 15 April, CaptainD'Avignon was directed to maneuver 
P-i• comp"ytotke aid of Charlie Company which waa then engaged in extremely 
he•TY c:o~tact approximately one thousand meter• north of the battalion fire base. 
~~pt&ha D'Avignon immediately alerted his three rifle platoon• for movement to 
~km•. A1 the three platoon• and Captain D'Avignon neared the contact area, 
t~T r~s:tiv,4 inten1e hoatile fire from their flank•, front. rear and plunging fire 
fn~m tlN-JHH'lt l~ated in the tree•. The enem.y had at their dispo1al am.all arma, 
tfff9ffif~f; Wt!•ftOA•• light machine guns, rockets, a.nd mortar•. all of which they 
W~fl tHPFhl~I effectively. Captain 0 1 Avignon maneuvered hh third platoon 
flH'1t'tf4 •Jt4 comm.anded his first and second platoons to 1et ap a de!eJUive line 
tf1 ~~! r~~r O( -Shztrlic (":c:mlp> .. r kav!Df au openiD-! tn tht: ... ~nter. Thl~ la.~11::: 
provf:lq to pe tlie only escape route for the badly hit company and in•ured their 
1tfe r~n· to the perimeter taking the least number of casualties possible. At 
U,rl4 ~e, Captain D'Avignon moved forward with his third platoon, charging the 
PMJqf pttfi*l.Oll•. While advancing, Captain D'Avignon was hit in the thighs by 
1'1Nff4t frcn:q ~ enemy machine gun position. Still in complete control of hirnaelf 
iml. hff CQptp441y, CaptainD'Avignon continued moving forward, leading a devastating 
i~~~ Q~ ~e ~nemy positions. As he WtiLS moving forward, an enemy sniper fired 
f!°9 fP.!m~h wlµch struck Captain D'Avignon in the back and exited through his 
•toRMS:h, ~-.1.ldq a m&••ive open cavity in his lower abdomen. Although seriously 
wo~~(l, ha continued leading his men. As Captain D'Avignon advanced, he 
re4~:Jied an· enemy machine gun position that was putting out a devastating a.mount 
9f fi'~ ~4 1.;•u1ing several elements of his company to be pinned down. After 
J'Ct-C~h~g UJ_., i:nachi!le gun po1ition, Captain D'Avignon fired four rounds from hia 
pmllp •hqtgnn, killing the four members of the machine gun crew and destroying 
tb~ we~pon. While returning to the second platoon location, Captain D'Avignon 
tPQtte<J several seriously wounded members of his unit. Ru1hing to their a.id, he 
immediately started giving first aid until medic• could be sum.moned. As Captain 
D'Avignon was tending to one wounded man, another enemy sniper shot rang out 
atriking Captain D 1Avignon in the right shoulder. By this time, CaptainD'Avignon 
liacJ lost 10 much blood that he was unable to get to his unit. Aa the medic a came, , . . .. . 

he redirected them to other wounded men. He made sure that all of the wounded 
fl'~ ~een ~kt!ln to safety a,11d .then_}lll_~~~~ the ·medics to~ trea(an.d evac~~e.·Jb.{m~%t 
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Al.thou~h seriously wounded and in great pain, Captain D'Avignon refused 
to ~iy~ 4pf :maintaining con::i.mand of his unit until he was sure that all the 
WP.H-m::J~q h~d 'Qeen evacuated. As a result of Captain D'Avignon's fearless 
~nq f}rpf~~s;ional actions, countless lives were saved and the morale and 
fi&h.t:i.ng ~!f~ctiveness of his unit were boosted. Despite suffering four killed 
~nd sixteen wounded, Company D remained a solid, effective fighting force, 
inflicting severe casualties upon the enemy. Captain D 1Avignon's personal 
P.ravf:!:ry, devotion to duty, and endurance are in keeping with the highest 
t:radition::1 of the military servide and reflect great er edit upon himself, our 
e:ffqrts in Vietnam, and the United States Army. 
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