HEADQUARTTRS, 3D FRIGADR ‘ ‘
; 25th Infantry Division
e : APC U.3. Forces 96225

25 tnril 1966

Combat Operations ifter Action Report

&

1. Name/Type: Operatiojﬁé;NCOIN; Search and destrov,

2. Dates of Operstion: 9#1200F March to O71300Y April 1966.
3. Location: PIZIKU Provincei RVN,

L. Control Headouarters: ~1st,Air Cavelrv Division.

5. 'Reporting Officer:

. a. Colonel Everette A, Stoutner, Comm~nding Officer, 3d
Brigade.
. . b. Lieutenant Colonel Gilbert Proctor, Commendine Cfficer,
1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, ‘
c. Lieutenant Colonel FEdwasrd F, C2llanan, Commending Cfficer,
1st Battalion, 35th Infantry.

v

d. Llcutcnant Colonel Robert dey, Cormending Of ficer, 52d
Aviation Battalion.

e. Lieutenant Colonel Saul A, Jackson, Commandineg Officer,
2d Battalion, 9th Artillery.

f. Captain ¥ill E., Duffer, Commanding Officer, C Troop, 3d
Squadron, 4th Cavalry. :

”

g. Captain Richard R. Russell, Commanding Officer, Compenv B,
lst Battelion, 69th Armor,

h., Captain James H, Kv1cala, Commandlnp 0fficer, Feadouarters
end Headquarters Company, 3d Brigade.

6. Task Orgenization:
a. Headquartérs, 3d Brigsde, 25th Infantry'Divisidn.
b. 1st Battalion, 1l4th Infantryv,
c. lst Battelion, 35th Infantry.
d. 2d Battelion, 9th Artillerv.
e. C‘beop, 3d Scuadron, Lth Cavelry.
f. B Company; 1st Battqlion, 69th trmor.

g. Hee dcucrtbrs srd Ve»dousrters Compenw, 3d Brigede (-).
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Suppacting Foreesy .. - .. g

: v .oas 24 Mr D1v151on' ‘Elements of the 2d Air Diviessy
By -‘ total.of 27 sorties with the followlng bomb damage assessment'

h U structures-destroyed; 10 demgedy-
killed by air. ALY tactical air
besis, -
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Air Cavalry Divisien. xir cever had to be released bv divisi
it could respond to the immecdiste reouests from the brigzde.

-

b, 524 Avietion Battalion: Three 2ir-mobile companies were
used in direct support of the brigade. Cenersllv, troov 1ift ond resupplv
recuirements were met with @ minimum delay in time. Fowever, on one
occasisn, due to maintenence requirements ~nd other commitments, onlv
15 helicopters were oveilzble to surport en opcretion. The mission wrs
still sccomplished.

8. Intellircnce:
)
a., Anticivated Inemv Strength: Tnemv information prior to
Cperatien IT"CTIMN was ncbulous.

b. The only sirnificent contect wes mece vieinit~ YA72L08L,,
Debricfings indiceted en cstimated reinforced commenv to e battzlion
size element wes dug in cleng a line aprroxime+elv 7,000 meters =nd
oriented north to south.

c. Me 7C units were identified.
d. Terrcin: Not eppliceble.
e. C./Psy Var: S-5 report.

f. Ne lizison with /2W7; 2z third countryr clement was emprloved
during the overction.

9. l'ission: Screcn alons bordor from YA7909 south to V42004 with
pricrity of effort in the Ia Drang Diver Valley; prevent cnerv from withe
drawing or reinforcing, and conduct reconnsissence in force south of eric
line 04 (see overlev 1), =nd provide sceurity for select~d crourd lines
of cormunicetion. ILocations cre depicted on overlsw 1 and’/or 2; specific
miscions waere as follows:

&. Conduct search and dcstroy operation in sector with priority
of effort in aree 576, :

k. Conduct search ~nd destroy operation in sector with nrioritw
of effert in &area 575. :

c¢. Providc convoy securit™ on ground lines of cormunicstion
from PIETIU to LE TI'*FP and, @#s reculred, to DUC CC. Sccure log fecil-
ities vicinitwv OASIS during hours of derkness.

d. Provide convow security on ground line of communication
from PLEILKU to PLTI 7.

10. Concept of QOperstion: ™ 1lst Rettelion, l4th Infrntrv conduct
heliborne assault into L7 Il commencinr (11200 April 1966, screen horder
from YA7909 south to YA200L4, position forces so as to nrevent enem™ with-
drawing or reinforcing, and conduct search and destrov operetion jn sec-
tor with priority of effort in arce 576, lst Eattalion, 35th Infentrv
conduct heliborne assault into L2 21 commcncins 0115CC *pril 1946, con-
duct search tnd destroyr operdtion in sector with prioritv of effort in
arca 5§75, 2d Pattelion, 9th .rtillery provide fire support ¢n lst Tot~
telion, 1l4th Infantry and lst Rattalion, ?5th Infantr— {rom L7 11 and
21 respectively., B Compeny, 1st Eattalion, 69th /rmor provide convow
sceurity on grownd lines of communiceation from PIFIYU to ILE TV and
DUC CO, as required; upon relicf from convor mission move to vicinitwy
of YA805080 to reinforee lst Pattalion, 1l4th Infantry. C Troop, 3d
Scuadron, 4th Cavalry provide convor security for eround line of com-
manicetion from FIEIKU to PLTI ME.
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. 11. Division FI. 0O 6090~2 wes received 010001 April 1966. 1st

Battelion, l4th Infentry, minus one cormany, supported by 4 Rettery,

2d Bettalien, 9th Artillery conducted heli’ orne zssault into L7 11
comnencing 011230 ipril 1966, The first 1ift at 1245 consisting of

102 men touched down at LZ 11 with negetive enemv contact. ‘t anproxi-
metely 1305, B Co peny, lst Bettalion, lhth Infentry received automstic
weapon fire from ¢ position 600 meters northwest of 1.7 11, The enemv
pcsition was tezken under fire witk smell erms ¢nd mort:r. At eprnroxi-
métely 1345 contect was broken. At 152C, lst Tattalion, 1lhth Infentrv
hed closed IZ 11 end begen sweeping the area from which the sutom~tic
weapon fire wis rreviously received. 1st Pattalion, 35th Infentrv
commenced helilift into IZ 21 at 1530 and 2%t 1540 the first 1ift touched down
at LZ 21 with negative enemy contact. At 1600, 1st Bettalion, 14th
Infantry received indirect weapons fire from vicinity Cambodian border.
Artillery fire ond sir strikes were placed on the suspect terrset zroz,
C Rettery, 2d Pattelion, 9th ‘rtillery was heliflifted into I7 ?1 in
- DS of 1lst Eattalion, 35th Infentry.

On 2 April 1956, B Comprny, lst Rattelion, 69th ‘rmor and *
Comoany, lst Rattelion, 1li4th Infentry moved from DUC CC to viciritw
Y4805080 to reinforce the 1st Pattelion, 1ith Tnfentry nosition.

Cn 3 April 19663 lst Pattelion, 25th TInfantrv condvected commant
size se2rch .nd destroy operetion from L7 21 to vicinity YAOLL127 with
light enemy contect. Plstoon size ezgle flishts irto vicirity Y202206¢
were conducted; an ambush was estehlished viciritv Y20L46036. 1st Pot- -
talisn, 14th Infantry oscupied bloclking vpositions as follows: A Commenv,
lst Battalion, 14th Infeniry end P Corpiny, lst Pettalion, 69th ‘rror
vicinity Y88332L7, 1lst Rettaliony lhth Infantry (-) end t Prtterv, 2d
Bettalion, 9th ‘rtillery vicinity YAR07082, and C Compenv, lst Fattelion,
1tk Infantry vicinity YATCLO7S,

On 3 &spril 1966, 1lst Nsttelion, 1lhth Infantry continued nlatoon
and compeny size sesrch end destrov operztions in aree 576 with lisbt
enemy contect. lst P2ttelion, 35th Infantry continved nletoon end com—
veny size search ¢nd destroy operstions in erea 575 vith li~ht enery
contact.,

On 4 foril 1964, lst Battalion, lhth Infentry with R Commeny, lst
Pattelion, 69th &rmor ettached, conducted sesrch snc destroy operctions
in sector TFUNCI to prevent enemy withdrawel or reinforcerent, lst Bot-
telicn, 35%h Infentry conducted helilift into sector JUDY and conducted
searsh &nd destroy operations with negative enemy contsct,

On 5 end 6 April 1966, lst Bettelion, l4th Infentrv reirnforced and
let Bettelion, 35th Infantry continued seerch and destrov operaztions in
‘'seetors FU CF end JUDY, respectiveily, with lirht enemy contect.

On Q713CCH ‘pril 1964, 3d Prigede Tesk Foree (-), 25th Infantry
Pivision, terminsted its participation in Operestion LICNLY. 1st Hat-
“telien, l4th Infentry and 1st Pattelion, 35th Infentiy were extracted
from csectors PUICE and JUTY to vicinity brigade base of operation (DU~
CC) and subseruently trensverted to vrigade base camp znd Yew Tleiku
dirfield by helicopter end CV2 aircraft. C Troop, 3d Sourdron, Lib
Cavelry, B Corpeny, lst Pettelion, 69th ‘rmor, and other wheel vehicles
moved vie Hirhwevs 19 end 1L to brigade base camp, with sll elements
closing spvroximately 071810 April 1966 with negstive enem™ contact.
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12, Results:
a. Personnel: KIA YI2 0 YIA KB Tee es
(1) Fra: 1 22 4 ‘
(2) En: 15 N 1 ¢ 8 )/,, g . 9
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b, Eoulpment losses:
(1) Frd: 1 M43A3 damaged.

(2) En: 50 rounds SA smmo, 2 grencdes, misc medical
supplies; 20 sturctures and 7 bunkers destroyed, 2 structures =nd §
automatic weapon positions dameged.

13. Administrative latters:

a. Supply: Accomplished primerily by 2irlift and wss con-
sidered adequate, Combat loads, smmunition znd wearorns corried bv
assault troops had no adverse effect on the mission.

b. Maintenance: Adeaouate.

¢. Treatment of casualties, eveeustion and hospitalization:
Ixcellent.

d. Transportation: Considered adeocuste; however, edditional
aircraft would have expedited the extraction of troops »nd suoplies from
BiN ERIZNG to DUC CO on 31 Merch 1966, Due to the aveilabilitv of air-
craft the extraction wes not comrleted until 2 ‘pril 1966,

e, Communications: Considesed adecuate; however;. initialls
at DUC CO there was no VHF line to Headruarters, lst 'ir Cswalrv Division,
thereby limiting communicetions to FM radio.

f. Yedical eveluation: Tixcellent,
14. Special Ecuipment and Technirues: YNone.,

15, Commanders inelysis: The experience gained hv the emvplovment
of armor in securing lines of coémmunications and operating in suppoirt
of infantry search and destroy operations will bhe invaluesble for future
similar operatiors.

FOR THE CORMIZANDER:

. A
/"é’(“”,{’ ,42 ‘ZW -
2 Incl ?;aa,EILERY C. KRUEG
1 - Overlay 1 ’ Mz jor, Infantry
2 - Qverlay 2 Adjutant




