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e UNGLASSIFIED 15 rupust, 1966

SUBJECT:  Operztional Report for Qusrterly Period Ending 31 July 19656
{RC3 CSFOR-65) (Y}

T See Digtribution

Section 1

Significent Drgantization fetivities

{3 1, {4} Censral: Duving the reporting peried 1 May through 31 July
1756, the 34 Brigade Task Foree, 25tk Infantry Divisien terminated Opera-
tiom z&ﬁ@%ﬁlﬁAﬂdg partieipnbed im and ﬁeﬂwlﬂﬂBEG Oneration PAUL RVFRE I.
Operstion LONGFELIOW was terminated 1 Vayg The reriod 2 May through 9 Vay
uag used o plam vl nwepere for Onersilon PML PEVERE I whiech commenced
10 ¥ay and serminatad 31 July 1966,

a, LCY} The ares ﬁec%gthed for Opercotion PMUL REVEE T woe
anrpexicotely 90,000 meters long ond 57,000 reters wide. Sreeific boun-
daries of the 'O were the Cambodian bordaﬂ in the west, Houte 1k on the
sast, the eansfi=west rrid line ¥'-IA 50 in the north, snd the enst-west

rreldiine TV-UT-AD A0 in the south,

bo w0} The sssignec missiorn was to waintain surveillance of
the Cateddiom border ond a east thereof, conduel owbushes and hloek
renetrations i rad arer of oneration, | orimry cres of ine
terest woa dealsnted a3 the srea Torming a trisngle generally from the

Ya Lop Rivav nod 4he Combodian bvorder {YAS327) 4o Plei Ve U.5. Speeirl
Forees Coep [4A3605Y and Due Co Uo8. Snecisl Forens Camp (YABL2L) &o the
Carbedian border EYassest,

inigiasl tnsk foree troow strength fid not nermid
1t would vrovide ecomnlete 3urve11]ﬂne@ of the
2 area of oneratlion, let slone ensbie
angl destroy onerativns in resr »yreas
asyoben of "leantroging® or Yeheckop=
boarding ok sreaa of operstion to anotber vitvout =
set prtiern. Ini gribTy satiilion kusk Torees wewve use’ in
search and dostroy aporations fo clear sress iv arovdodiy of the Irdignde
gg 3{ p ! A % g f Q} DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTE
. 1 DECLA3S!TIEI AWTER 12 7%
pon

east ol

shion LOVGFELLOV was submitie Re ineiasmra 4
ous Operaiiongl Rep ?t of Lessens Learned, ﬁa% P Z
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SURSRCTs  Operstionnl Report for ”unrierjv Period Frding 31 July 1966
{RCS CSPGR=A5) (1)

ations to srsurse thad aress easty of the Cawbodion
orge onemy ﬁonsentribionsg These task foreces were

Tl nositlon orientad on the ( Cambodiar herder, Infantry ’
batbalion tzs? f reas were Poruwd with a direst soppert srtiliery battery,
an

an n;iunwr gouad snd arror suprort whers ifraffienbility perritted.
nohout the oporeblon, the brigade task forse has been supverted by

an aviution habialien eonss iating of twa to four alrmoblle comoanies in

gznaral svrrort mission with vPiO?L%y of effoxt tc the brigade task

+

\

Fs .
d. 57 Tegause of

lavrge area o
Ti..n,.k.()"lq o gyshen of myreriesn’

¢ cwerntion assigned in the
10,000 meter squares wos
:

»se of identifieation {Taed 19,

1y designatin
adophed Tor command svd eoriyrol vurposes ngd
Thiz syaslen hss proven effect:
YTordlne zones in nurerieally de

&
pal
P

- when wesd in conjunciion with estaloping
sigroted 0, It h1 vrovided a ready refer-
craas throughout the assipgred arez of responsi-

aﬂ;ﬁxgaﬁiaaﬁﬁgn of the 34 Drigade Task Foree during
the eommanders, uetes of cuwmind, and units portiei.
e v

3
2 ®
ﬁ-.

1es, 3d Drigade Pesk Foree, 25¢h Infantry Division
dier General (lemn . Walker

th Infantyy ‘
Colonsl Gilbert Trector,Jurier

3%%h Infanlyry
iiex?unzn% Calones 2 Eduard ¥, Callanan, 10 Hay = 135 June
Lientenant Colonsi Robert C. Xinpston, 16 June - 31 July

24 Fattaliong 35Lh Infantry
Lientenant Colowsl Philio Feir

2¢ Battoliony, 9th A

1lery

Lieatenant Colonel Sayd 4. Jackson, 1(\RHY = G July
Lientenant Colonel Bruce liolbrosk, 10 July = 31 July

3d Support Battaiion (Frowisional)
¥ajor Herber: C. Bwans, 10 May = 21 duly

Major fndrew Ho [liomsand, 22 July = %1 duly

Cot Tpary B, l1st Boabi
Cavbain Riehard
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AVDC=C=OP 15 tugust 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Repert for Quarterly Period Fnding 31 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

C Troop, 3d Squadron, Lth Cavalry
Captain Will E, Duffer, 10 May - 22 July
Capvain William S. Graf, 23 July - 31 July

Cempany D, 65th Engineer Battalion
Captain James VDZ Brown, 10 May - 30 June
Captain Clarence H, Stetzinger, 1 July - 31 July

524 Aviation Battalien {GS)

A Troop, 1/9 Cavalry, lst Adr Cavalry Division (0OC?)
10 Hay = 11 June

Battery A, 1/30 frtillery {Pich)

6th Battalion, L4tk Artillery (=) {One btry 175m» and one btry
8 inch howitzer) {Ateh)

38 Battalion, let Cavslry Repiment, CRTD (OCA)
2 June - 31 July

Projlect Delta (DS)
2% Hay - 18 June

2d Frigade, 1st Air Cavalry Pivision (0CA), 2 June - 9 June
{Gompany #, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 24 May - 2% ¥ay)
{2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 29 Vay - 9 June)
(2@ Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 2 June - 10 June)

2¢ Battalion, 7th Cavalry, lst iir Cavalry Division (0CM
20 July - 31 July

Corpany C, lst Battalion, 69th frmor
OCA to 1st Bripade, lst fir Cavalry Division from 10 July
to 29 July for Opsration HENRY CIAY.,

£.0)8ecurity for the brigade base cawmp was provided by one infan.
try platoon, cne 4.2 inch moriar and three 8lmm mortars from each organic
infantry battslion. The 2d Battallem, 9th Artillerv provided threes 105mm
howitzerz. One infantry battalion also provided a rifle company as the
brigads reserve/reacition foree in the vieinity of the brigade forward base
of operation, This procedure was modified 10 June when IFFV directed that
ong infantry babialion ramain in the brigade base camp at Plailk as the
IFFY reserve/reaction foree. This released the rifle platoon, 4.2 inch
mortar and the Simm rortars of the infantry battalisns for use in the Piegld,
IFFV requiremsnt for one infentry battalion tc ramaln in the brigade rear
base was 1ifted 12 July and the hrigade base security revertsd to the
initial plan (Operation IRON HAND).

grhlandt b
3 of 18
COAAADLENT,
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AVDC=C-OP 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Fnding 31 July 1966
{RCS CSFOR-65) {U)

2.{C)Personnel ]
afUGeneral: The brigade strength increased substantizlly dwring
this period. The remainder of the 1st Battalion, 69th Armor joined the
task foree 19 ¥ay 1966,
b.{CIUnit strengihs

(1) As of 31 July 1966 the strengths of units of the task
foree wers az followss

UNIT AUTH NICH ASG PLUS ATCH myY

OvF WO EM OFF WO E: OFF Wo ®E OFF MO BV
HHC, 3d Bde 21, 6 95 12 2 199 47 7 390 I3 6 36
Co D, 65th Engr Bn 6 0O 226 0 O 0 4 0 198 L, 0 179
3d Spt Ba {Prov) 7 0 127 7 0 i35 7 0 135 6 0] 133
Co D, 725th Mein L 1 95 0 0 0 4 2 2y 86
Co B, 25%h Med Bn g O & 2 © 3 11 o0 78 10 © 7%
¢ Tep, 3/4 Cav 5 0o 17 0 0 0 L 0 205 3 0 178
1/35 Inf 37 2 990 0 0 0 37 2 87 33 2 738
2/35 Inf 37 2 79 0 0 6 37 2 879 3% 1 708
1/1L Inf 37 _2 790 0 0 0 32 2 932 25 2 31
2/9 hriy 37 k50 0 0 0 33 3 463 32 2 A3
1/65 Armor 30 ,.;L 5% ¢ o0 .0 .31 3 600 3 3 558

292 19 4149 23 2 337 247 21 LR06 225 18 4307

(2) The task force strength fluctuated daily during this
pericd. The folilowing are pericdie strength Pigures:

HAY
ASSIGEED PRESENT FOR DUTY
DATE QP WO B gF MO m
5 May 221 20 4130 213 19 3961
12 May 208 18 3886 211 20 3957
19 Hay 231 21 43%2 216 is L0686
26 May 261 24, 5136 21,7 23 5850

31 Hay 257 21 5050 237 i7 4595
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SUBJECT: Operationsl Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

JUNE
ASSIGHED PRESENT FOR NDUTY
DIE OF W M OFF W B
2 June 260 21 5160 244 16 4730
9 June 263 21 5143 248 18 4748
16 June 258 21 5035 238 17 L588
23 June 259 21 5006 20 17 4510
30 June 254 21 4912 231 17 L406
JULY
ASSIGN@“ PRESENT FOR DUTY
DIE O o M OFF W B
7 July 2L8 22 4828 230 19 41,05
14 July 2L7 22 4803 226 18 LLLY
2) July 250 22 4823 239 18 1377
28 July 2LE 21 4801 232 18 4314
31 July 247 21 4709 229 18 4310

(3) Replacements received:

Y

E=G6 E=88 E=7 E~6 E=5 E=f E-3
HHC, 3d Bde O 0 1 0 5 L 3
171, 0 i 1 1 3 1 137
l/”35 0 a 8] 2 I 1o 144,
2/35 0 0 0 0 2 8 11
69th 0 0 ) 0 2 1 12
65th 0 0 1 0 1 1 12
Spt. Bn ) o 0 0 1 2 L
2/9 e 0 3 o, L. 1 12
TOTALS 0 1 A 3 19 L1 469
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AVDC=C=0OP 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Opsrational Report for (uarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
{RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

JUNE

E<Q E=8 E-7 E-6 E-5 E<4 E=3
HHC, 3d Bde O 0 0 i 3 1 3
1/14 0 0 o} 1 0 0 0
1/35 ) 0 0 0 1 1 L
2/35 0 0 0 0 1 1 7
69th 0 0 0 2 0 L 2
65th 0 0 0 0 0 2 1
SptBn 0 0 0 0 3 3 3
2/9 0 0 0 o i 1 &
TOTALS 0 0 0 L 9 13 27

JULY

E<9 E=f8 E7 E-6 E=5 E-4 E=3
HHC, 3¢ Bde O 0 0 1 0 2 7
171, 0 0 1 0 0 1 1
1/35 0 0 0 3 7 2 9
2/35 0 1 0 2 1 0 0
69th 0 0 0 1 5 L 21
65th 0 0 0 0 2 0 3
Spt Bn 0 0 0 0 I 2 L
2/9 0 0 0 2, 2. L 22
TOTALS 0 1 1 9 2L 15 66

(L) The number of casualties for May, June and July were:

KIA  WIA M WIA DIED OF WOUMDS
66 320 2 9

(5) Number of emerpency leaves:

MAY JUNE JuLY
HHC, 3d Bde 2 A 1
144 5 2 5
/35 A L 5
2/35 2 L 5
69th 2 2 6
65th 3 e 2
: Spt Bn 0 0 1
s 2/9 3. N A
g TOTALS 21 16 26
2=
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AVDC-C-0P 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

(6) Number of persommel returned for separation:

MAY JUNE JULY
HHC, 3d Rde 2 2 5
1/14 2 11 )
1/35 1 22 24
2/35 9 17 6
69th 10 13 18
65th 10 3 7
Spt Bn 18 20 10
2/9 a2 4 —
TOTALS 99 92 8l

{(7) Accounting for personnel in hospitals remains a problem
area, but it is improving signifieantly.

{(a) A liaison NCO was sent to both the 85th Evacuation
Hospital at Qui Nhon and the 8th Field Hospital at Nha Trang to provide
daily information regarding the brigade’s assigned personnel in those hos-
pitals.

(b) Considerable emphasis was placed on purifying the
brigade strength records by requesting orders on personnel who have been
hospitalized and evacuated out of the country.

(8) To date we have still not received replacements for
certain highly skilled personnel who have departed the command for sepa-
ratien.

¢} Morale in the 3d Brigade Task Foree continues to be excel-
lent. Mail service and post exchange servies have improved considerably.
The use of a new APOC number has resulted in a shorter delivery time from
the point of oririn to the addressee, Religious servieces have been ade-
quate for all faiths.

(1) Mail:

{a) TMumber of bsgs received: 4261,
{b) Humber of bags dispatched: 2244,
{e) To%al stamp value sold: $17,438,20,

{a) Total value of meney orders sold ineluding
fees  $14,457,922011.




AVDC-C-OP 15 fugust 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 3) July 1966
{RCS COFOR=65) (U)
(e} Dates mail was not received:

1, May: O
2, June: 24th

3. July: 13th, 15th, 18th, 2ist; and 20th,
(2) R and R allocations:

{a) The allocated spaces for R and R are adequste for
the needs of the brigade task force except for alloestions to Wawali.

(b} The monthly allocations were as follows:

¥y JONE Juy
HHC, 3d Bde 1 1 29
/1 34 45 59
1/35 39 ;8 81
2/35 &7 38 59
69th 17 33 5G
65th 1, 10 12
Spt Bn 15 1 18
279 23 23 3
TOTALS 200 230 319

(3) Promotion allocations:

My
E=9 E-8 E=7 E-b E=5 E-f

HHC, 3d Bde 0 0 0 0 3 10
174, 0 0 0 0 S 8
1/35 0 1 2 o 6 7
2/35 ) 1 i 4] 2 0
69t 0 0 0 0 2 3
654h 0 0 0 o 0 0
Spt Bn 0 0 0 0 2 3
2/9 S ¢ 0 0 5 0
TOTAIS 0 2 3 0 29 31

gz 8 of 45
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AVDC=C=0P 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Perisd Bnding 11 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

JUNE

E-9 E=8 B--7 E=6 =5 E-4
HHC, 3d Bde 0 0 5 1 a 17
1/14, 0 3 6 3 12 18
1/35 1 1 5 0 2 18
2735 0 1 7 0 0 10
69th 0 0 2 ) 8 26
65th 0 0 3 0 5 6
Spt BEn 0 0 3 2 2 5
2/9 0 0 2 1 0 0
TOTALS 1 5 33 13 37 100

JULY

E-9  E-8 E=7 E-b E-5 Bl
HHC, 3d Bde o} 0 1 6 22 34
1/14 0 0 1 A 9 20
1/35 0 1l 1 I 9 b7
2/35 0 0 3 10 10 20
69th 0 0 3 9 L0 20
65th 0 0 1 2 8 12
Spt Bn 0 0 1l 5 3 2
2/9 0 0 1 3 10 10
TOTALS 0 1 12 43 111 154

(4) Awards and decorations:
{a) During this period the brigade was given authority

to award the bronze star medal, army commendation medal, air medal and
purple heart medal,

{v) The award of bronze star, army cormendation, air
s ravnle heart madnls hus bean hewpered by the monavaiiability of the
4odals and certificuates.
(5} Resnlistmeni:
{a) The brigade reenlistment rrogram is underpgoing a
complete revamping in hopes of increasing the nuwber of persornel who
reenlist.

{b) Reenlistments for the pericd:

9 of 45
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AVDC=C=OP 15 Auguest 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Peried Ending 31 July 1966
{RCS CSFOR=65) (1)

1. RA enlistments {career): 21

2. RA reenlistments (1lst term): 6

3. AUS reenlistments: O
d{U)Miscellaneous:

(1) During this period the brigade assumed resposniblity
for booking transportation out of Tan Son Nhut, RVN, for those being
rotated or separated,

(2) Receiving assigmment instructions for personnel sche-
duled to rotate is presently a major problem ares., Every effort is being
made to insure that persomnel are properly reported for reassigmment.

(3) Correspondence is frequently delayed because it is
being erroneously addressed to the CG, 25th Infantry Division, Cu Chi.
In many cases this makes suspense dates impossible to meet.

(4) Requisitions on some blank forms have taken an unwer-
ranted amount of time to fill, There are presently no pay vouchers in
this brigade.

(¢) 34C)INTELLIGENCE OPFRATION™S.

a2, (U) General: The intelligence funciion inveolves the corre-
lation of several sources to produce indicators of possible enemy activities
or courses of action. The sources taken as entities are not in themselves
productive, When analyzed in concert, however, these sources can give sound
indieations of possible locations, dispositions, and movement patterns-of
enemy forces., It must be emphasized that in the highlands enviromment, it
is virtuelly impossible to find the enemy by intelligence resources alone
in terms of six digit coordinates, but it is possible to determine the mosi
fruitful areas for operations which may produce eontact to a relatively
reliable degree. The basic sources of information are anglyzed below.

b{0)Aerial Visual Surveillance: Aferizl visual surveillance has
proven to be both a collector of indicators of enemy activity and an impor-
tant economy of force element to complement ground patrolling: /n serial
reconnaissance plan is established based on areas of interest; and flown
in eonsonance with operational plans. The optimum is to utilize the same
cbserver in the same area of interest over a five to seven day {or longer)
period. By deing this, the observer becomes thoroughly familiar with the
terrain and ean readily recognize changes whien in turn become indiecators,
The observer must be briefed and debriefed by the 52 2ir, and the results
of his observations posted to maps for each flight flown.
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AVDC=C~0P 15 August 1966

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

e¢. (C} Radio Research Unit Reports: Radio Research Unit
reports areecongideredihard® intelligence at the time collected., Con-
siderations must be given to the faet that this type target is transi-
tory and any direct action against these targets must be immediate if
they are to be considered objectives in themselves. If a lack of re-
sources precludes immedia%e attack, these sightings can still be effee-
tively correlated to other indicators in determining vossible disposition
and locations of enemy forees, This, of course; is the tactical value
of the reports; the strategie value of information gathered by this arency
is not analyzed at the brigade level.

d. (C) Airborne Electronic Surveillanee: The two ma jor
facets of this source are SL/’R and IR, Of the two, the IR provides the
most meaningful indiecators. During the dry season (partieularly when
the natives are in the burn phase of the "slash and burn" agrarian
technique) IR is almost neutraiized, but for the most part this system
provides sound, reliable ccllateral., The program for utilization of IR
must be planned in consonance with operational contingencies, and for
nmeaningful results should cover the same areas for three to six days to
determine patterus that may be emerging,

efU)FW interrogation Results: Very little information worihy-
of irmediate tactical exploitation has been obtained from PWs, However,
this source is the core of the OB collection program, In addition to -
0B information, PW reports are invaluable for determining enemy routes,
equipment, health, morale and esprit, strengths, and possible future
plans. Certainly, the reliability of the information is directly related
to the reliability of the PW as a source. However, as more ™'s are inter-~

rogated, the results can be welighed against previous experience and reli-
able conclusions ean be drawn,

£.(U)Agent and Informer Reports: Agents and informers have not
proven very reliable in themselves. However, vhen treated objectively and
in corsonance with other information they can be used as collateral, and
the probability of the report being aecurate can be analyzed.
gU)3tatistics on eneny losses: Inclosure #£2,
(C) 4LLCIOPERATIONSS .

afl)General: The 3d Brigade Task Force deployed from Pleiku to
its area of operation 10 May 1966, The brigade forward base of operations
was initially located at 0ASIS (ZA1027). The task organization at that
time was: 2d Battalion 35th Infantry, Company B ls% Battalion 69th Armor,
A Troop kst Squadron 9th favelry, and the brigade headguariers. Due to
adverse weather ccnditions, other brigade elements were nct able to be
introducsd into their assigned zreas of operation.

b, {()Peried 11 May « 2i May 1966,
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AVDC=C=OP 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Emding 31 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

(1) General: During this period of operation PAUL REVERE I,
the brigade’s efforts were oriented toward searching rear arecas to ensure
that they were free of large enemy coneentrations. Operations were con-
ducted generally on a north aznd south line advancing westward toward the -
Cambodian border. The lst Battalion, l4th Infantry was assigned- A0 29,
the lat Battalion, 35th Infantry was assigned A0 46, and C Troop, 374
Cavalry with one company of the 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry was assigned
50 38, The 23 Battalion; 35th Infantry minus and Company B, 1/69 Armor
were in reserve at the brigade forward base of overation. During day-
light hours they conducted search and destroy operatiens in the surrounding
areas. A Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry conducted extensive surveillance
migsions in the southern porticn of the brigade area of overation. 2d
Battalion, 9th Artillery was used in diredt support of the Infantry batta-
lions., Artillery GS and/or reinforcing 2d Battalion 9th Artillery was
positioned at Due Co and Plei Me with two tubes of 175mm and 8 inch at
each location. 155mm howitzers were employed at Due Co.

(2) This operational posture was maintained through 24 May
with light contact and insignificent enemy activity. ZElements advanced
toward the west until 24 May when the 1st Battalion, l4th Infantry was em-
ployed in AQ 27, the 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry was employed in 10 52
and 53, C Troop, 3/4 Cavalry was employed in *Q 37 and A Troop, lst Squad-
ron, 9th Cavalry continued to provide surveillance and reconnaissance of
the Cambodian berder,

(3) During this period the brigade accounted for 7 VC and
2 NVA killed in action. Discoverles of caches and enemy structures were
insignifieant.

¢{C) Period 25 May — 9 June 1966,

(1) General: During this period of operation PAUL RV™RE I,
the 3d Brigade Task Force had its most significant eneounter with Worth
Vietnamese Armny forces. FElements of the brigade task forece had heavy cone
tact with two North Vietneamese Army regiments and was reinforced by the 2¢
Brigade, lst fir Cavalry Division in an attempt to cut off the esgane of
North Vietnamese Army units into Cambodia.

{2) Late on the afternoon of 24 May, the brigade was noti-
fied that 250 CIDG (Civilian Irregular Defense Group) from Plei DNjereng
were under attack by an estimated two batialions of EVA in the vieinity
of YA760470, The 2d Battalion, 25th Infaniry condueted an air assault
25 May into AQ 3 where sesarch and destroy operations were condueted with-
out enemy contact. Operations were shifted scuth to AO 11 27 May, The
2d Battelion, 35th Infantry base eamp at YN865366 (AC 11) was probed by
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AVDC=C--QP 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR-65) (V)

an estimated NVA Company 280515 May. The same morning Company R,
2d Battalion., 35th Infantry conducted a heliborne assault into 20 10.

(3) Company B; 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry came under intense
sttack when initial elements landed in landing zones 107 281055 ¥ay. The
company Was sble to secure the landing zone and the remainder of the unit
closed at 1430 hours and joined the aetion. Company A, lst Battalion, 35¢h «
Infantry was also directed into landing zone 104 Jate in the afternoon of
28 May and both companies were placed under command of the executive officer

of the 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry. The gnsuing fire fight lasted approxi-
mately forty hours,

(4) Prisoners, documents and captured equipment substantiated
the faect that both enemy contacts were regimental in size; the 33d NVA Regi-
ment in A0 11 and the 66th NVA Regiment in 20 10. CG, IFFV, provided addi-
tional forces to prevent the exfiltration.of the enemy toward the Cambodian
border. The 2d Battaiion, 5th Cavalry, lat Brigade, lst Afr Cavalry Divi-
sion closed the 3d Brigade Task Force forward base area 30 May and conducted
& combat gessult into AO 2 31 May. The 2d& Brigade, 1lst Air Cavalry Diviasion
with the 24 Battalion, 12 Cavalry closed inte Due Co U.S. Speecial Forces
Camp 1 June., The 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry tonducted a combat assault into
A0 18 2 Juns, The 3d Brigade Task Force was desipnated T2SK FCRCE WALKER

and assumed operational control authority of the 24 Br1gade§ 1st Adir Cavalwy
Division 1 June 1966,

(5) 'The balanee of lst Battalion, 35th Infantry closed into
AO 10 from AOQ 45 30 May and the 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry continued to
pursue the enemy in A0 11, Both infantry battalions eonducted intense
saturation patrolling operations throughout their arnas with negative con-
tact, but gained positive evidenca of the losses the enemy suffored. The 24
Battalion, 5th Cavalry continued search and destroy operations in A0-2
moving into A0 1, 9, and 10 with negative results. The 24 Battalion,
12th Cavalry conducted search and destroy operations in A0 18 and con~
ducted a combat assault into A0 12, 4 and 10 with negative results.,
Closing the ring around th2 NVA units was hampered by the lack of suit-
able landing zones in the northwest portion of the hLask force area of

operation. It soon became apparent that NVA units had been sucecsful in
their flight %o Cambodia.

(6} Enenmy losses during this pericd were heavy as was his
loss of eguipment. Two hundred and seventy—eight MNVA troops weres killed
in action., Five 12,7mn anti-gircraft weapons, thirty-six machine guns,
forty-siz rifles, four radios, one hundred and thirty hend grenadss and
various other equipment were captured in A0 10 alone,
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{7) The lst Battalion, 14th Infantry with Company B, lst
Battalion, 69th Armor continued its surveillance,ambushing and blocking
mission along the Cambodian border in 20 27 and 36 throughout the perioed.
During the heavy contact in the north, there were numerous light rrobing
attacks in these areas. An infantry battalion has been positioned in
A0 27 and 36 {vieinity of the Chu Pong Mountain complex and the Ia Drang
River) continously since 21 May,

{(8) The 1lst Battalion, 69th Armor minus became vart of
the 3d Brigade Task Foree closing Pleiku from Cu Chi 19 Koy, The batta-
lion became operational and Joined operation PAUL REVERE I 1 June., A
Troop, lst Battalion, 9th Cavalry Division supported tactiecal operations
in A0 10 and 11 as well as continuing its surveillance mission in the
southern part of the PAUL REVERE I area of operation,

(9) € Troop, 3d Squadron, Lth Cavalry was withdrawn from
AO 37 25 May due to heavy rainfall that reduced its traffieability. It
returned to the brigade forward base of overations at OASIS as a reserve/
reaction force. C Troop became OCA of the 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry
in A0 11 30 May., It returned to the brigade base ecamp 8 June as the
reserve/reaction force for surface employment.

(10) The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry relieved the lst
Battalion, 14th Infantry in AO 27 and 36 7 June, The 14th Infantry closed
into the brigade forward base of operations at OASIS., The 2d Brigade, lst
Mr Cavalry Division condueted a search and elear operation to the north
of OASIS with the 1lst Battalion 35th Infantry, the lst Battalion 1l4th -
Infantry and the lst Battalion, 69th Armor, 8 June. The lst Battalion,
69th Armor was positioned along Highway 19 to block enemy units being
pushed south by the infantry battalions. This operation consisted of
the 1st Battalion 1l4th Infantry in A0 5, the 1lst Battalion 35th Infantry
and the 2d Battalion 12th Cavalry in AO 4. All advanced to the south on
line., This operation was concluded 10 June with minor enemy contact.

(11) The 2d Brigade, lst Air Cavalry with the 2d Battalion,
5th Cavalry was released from CGi TASK PORCE WALFYR 9 June 1966, The 2d
Battalion, 12th Cavelry was relessed 10 June 19656,

d.{)Period 10 June - 22 June,

(1) General: During this peried the 3d Rrigade Task Force
continued its mission of surveillance, ambushing and blocking. Significant
contact oecurred in AO 27 and 36 north of the Chu Pong Mountain and in
the Ia Drang River Valley,.
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(2) The 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry returned to the brigade
base camp 10 June and assumed the mission of the IFFV reserve/reaction force.
The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry maintained its surveillance, ambush and
blocking positions along the Cambodian border in A0 27 and 36.° The lst
Battalion, l4ith Infantry conducted a combat assault into AC 28, 29 and 37
on & "back-tracking®*mission to search these areas for enemy-activity. Com-
pany B, lst Battalion, lith Infantry with the 3cout Platoon, 69th Armor
under their OCA, moved from the brigade forward base of oreratlon at OASIS-
to A0 28, The lst Battalion, 69th Armor minus located Company B at Due Co,
Company C at Plei Me and Company A and the battalion headquarters at the
brigade forward base of operations, C Troop, 3/4 Cavalry remained at the
brigade base camp. A Troop, lst Battalion, 9th Cavalry, 1lst Air Cavalry
Division was released from OCA 3d Brigade Tesk Foree 10 June and returned
to its parent organizatiorn.

(3} The lst Battalion, lhkth Infantry contimued search and
desiroy operations in AC 28, 29, and 37 through 15 June with insignificant
enemy contact, Several enemy structures were located and destroyed. The
1st Battalion, 14th Infaniry conducted a combat assault into A0 52 16 June
to continue search and destroy operations. Each infantry company left
stay back ambush patrols in A0 29 and all patrols had contaet the following
day with VMC entering the "wvacated" 20,

{4) The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry with Company B, lst
Battalion, 69th Armor, under their OCA, continued the survelllance, smbush and
blocking mission in A0 27 and 36 with daily minor nva contaet tnrough
18 June. The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry had moderate contact with one
platoon of the NVA 19 June. Company A, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry had
visual sightings of small NVA forces commeneing 200745 June. Supporting
artillery and mortars were utilized throughout the morning hours, At
1500 hours, the reconnaissance platoon pursued four personnel of the NVA
across an opén area and were pimmed down by automatic weapons and small
arms fire. It appeared that the recomnaissance platoon had been drawn
into extensively prepared positions approximately 700 meters from the
Cambodian border. Rlements of Companies A and B and C Troopg 3d Squad-
ron, L4th Cavalry were utilized to extricate the recomnaissance platoon.
Estimates of enemy strength during this action vary from a reinforced
rifie company to a battalion., The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry continued -
to have observations of small pgroups of the NVA 21 June., The 2d Battallon,
35th Infantry was replaced in AC 27 and 36 by the lst Battalion, 35th
Infantry 22 June, returned to the brigade base camp as IFFV reserve ‘re-
action force.

{(5) The lst Battalion, lith Infantry continued seargh and
destroy operations in AQ 52 with negative enemy contact. Numerous ecnemy
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positions and caches (80 rounds of 75m reccilie ss ammmition) were dise
covered, The 3d Brigade Task Force forward base of operation displaced
from 0ASIS to WAIKIKI north of Plei Me U.S. Special Porces Camp (ZA1811)
21 June,

(6) The 1lst Battalion, 69th Armor continued to provide
security for the brigade forward base of operation. Company C joined
the 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry as IFFV reserve/reaction foree at the
brigade base camp, € Troop, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry continued opera-
tions in A0 27 OCA of 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry.

e4C)Period 23 June - 2 July.

(1) General: During this period surveillance of the
Cembodian border continued with one infantry battalion remaining in the
Chu Pong Hountain - Ia Drang River Valley area, and another infantry
battalion conducting search and destroy cverations in the southern por-
tion of the brigade area of operation. Once again elements of the Forth
Vietnamese Army came across the border and engaged elements of the bri-
gade. One contact was significant in that the enemy force was estimated
to be at least a battalion.

{(2) The 1lst Battalion, lith Infantry conducted search and
clear operations in A0 53 and subsequently covered AO 54, 62, and 72,
This battalion had insignificant enemy contaet throughout the periods
however, it did locate several enemy cachea and contacted an KVA ecarrying
party with 4500 rounds of 7.62mm small arms ammunition,

(3) The 1lst Battalion, 3%th Infantry continued its sereening
and surveillanee mission along the Cambodian border with C Troop, 3d Squad-
ron, Lth Cavalry under their OCA, Three tracked vehieles struck mines
which inflicted minor damage to the vehicles, but no personnel casualties
23 June, During the morning 24 June, the Reecnnaissance Platoon, lst
Battalion, 35th Infentry observed three to five NVA soldiers and called
in mortar fire with unknown results, At 1030 hours, the Reconnaissanes
Platoon patrolling to the west received small arms and automatic weapons
fire, Air strikes and armed helicopters were called in. The forward air
controller reported 15 NVA soldiers killed, The remaining enemy withdrew
to the west. The Reconnaissance Platoon pursued the enemy and was pinned
down by intense small arms and automatic weapons fire., There were snipers
in ¢rees. The NVA had retreated to well-prepared, fortified positions,

At 1225 hours one platoon of Company R was gent to help extricate the Recon-
naissance Platbecon and another infantry platoon from Company A conducted a2

combat assauli into the area at 1425 hours, Elements of C Troop, 3d Scuad~
ron, 4th Cavalry and Company C were dispatched north to sid Company & minus
and the Recomnaissance Platoon, They came undsr fire from the west at 1430
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hours and at 1625 hours were under heavy attack. The NVA used small arms,
auntoratic weapons, 82mm mortar and anti-tank roekets. A vehicle frem C
Troop, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry was hit by a B=40 rocket (this was the first
instance of this weapon being employed against armor during Operation FAUL
REVERE I), Elements of the Recormaissance Platoon and Company A (=) were
extracted and the enemy broke contaet at 1850 hours. It was estimated

that the lst Battaliong 35th Infantry had been engaged with an NVA batta-

lion. Enemy losses were 73 killed, one hundred possible killed, and one
hundred and fifty wounded.

(4) Continous econtact with elements of the NVA oscurred
daily during this veriod. Sightings were made, usually at long range,
and artillery and mortar fires were employed. FElements of C Troop, 34
Squadron, 4th Cavalry captured one enemy soldier 26 June,

(5) During this period the lst Battalion, 69th Armor pro-
vided a mobile reserve/reaction force at the brigade forward base of
operations and was used extensively for convoy escort and road opening
operations. Company C remained with the 2d Battalien, 35th Infantry as
the IFFV reserve/reaction force at the brigade base camp.

£.L)Period 3 July = 11 July.

(1) General: Surveillance was continued on the Cambodian
berder by the 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry and search and destroy opera-
tions were conducted by the 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry. The 3d Battalion,

1st Cavalry Regiment, Capital ROK Infantry Division jJoined the 3d Brigade
Task Force 9 July.

(2) The 1lst Battalion, 14th Infantry was extracted from
A0 72 by hellcoptiers to the brigade forward base of operations and irans--
ported by motor convoy to the brigade base camp 3 July., The 24 Battalion,
35th Infantry was transported to the brigade forward base at WAIKIKI by
motor convoy and conducted a combat assault into A0 28 and 36. There was
reason to believe that some elements of the NVA had infiltrated through
the survelllanee positions established by the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry
whieh created some danger to the battalion’s rear arean,

(3) 2 platoecn of Company B, lst Battalion, 35th Infantry
was ordered to conduct a patrol in an area 3000=5000 meters from the
Cambodian border on the morning of 3 July. The platcon leader split
his platoon into twc patrols, one patrol in the south under his command
and the other patrol in the north commanded by the platecon sergeant.
Initiel contact wes made at 1225 hours by the patrol in the south and the
eneay was pursued to the west. The enemy wes suceeseful in encirecling
the patrol with s foree possessing superlor firepower. The platoon leader

17 of.45




T

i)

&7 w0 R
9

; “ lpoyiny :

- QISSV I

ASSIFIED

AVDC=C=0P 15 August 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Purtod Ending 91 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65) (U}

radioed for assistance from the natrol in the north. Before the platoon
sergeant with his patrol could link-up with encircled element in the south,
he became eneirecled by the enemy. With one infantry platoon and a platoon
of C Troop, 3/L Cavalry, the Commander; Company B, went to the assistance
of the trapped patrols., The relief force moved 8000 meters rapidly in APC.
Link-up was established with the platoon sergeant®s patrol which had-been
sble to break out of the eneirclement. The relief force moved south,
observed NVA troops to the east and came under small arms fire from that
direction. The relief foree turned and engaged the enemy and came under
immediate heavy contact from the south and west. The company commander
turned his forces to the south and was able to disrupt the enemy attack.
However, the contact was so close that artillery and mortar fire inflicted
casualties on the relief force. Casualties included the company cormander.
Machinegun fire from the APC stopped the attack from the west., The relief
foree linked-up with the remanents of the platoon leader’s patrol and sub-
sequently withdrew to the north so air strikes and artillery fires could
be fired during this action and during the night. The enemy used small
arms, automatic weapons, 82mm mortars, anti-aircraft weapons, and anti-
tank weapons {two APC were struck by 75mm recoilless rifles, but not put
out of action). Enemy losses were thirty nine killed and an estimated

one hundred and fifty wounded. The enemy force was estimated to be at
least a battalion,

(L) Light contact eontinued daily throughout the remainder
of this veriod. On 7 July the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry while operating
in A0 27 and 35, engaged un estimated 40-60 NMVA wvieinity YA823097 which
resulied in five NVA KIA. Later the same day they flushed a NVA force of
approximately 100 equipped with small arms, machineguns, recoilless rifles
and mortars vieinity YA800095. The NVA .was hit by all available air and
artillery,but they managed to extract their dead and wounded.,

(5) On 5 July the brigade forward base of overation moved
from WAIKIKI to CATECKA (Z220634L). On 7 July a joint US=?RVN operation
was conducted to seareh and clear the immediate area around CATECK? Tea
Plantation. Company A and B 1lst Battalion, lith Infantry partiecipated,
174 Viet Cong Suspects wers detained., The 3d Battalion, lst Cavaliry
Regiment, moved to AO 27 where it assumed a surveillanee, ambush and
blocking mission along the Cambodian border, 9 July.

g{C)Period 12 July - 23 July.

(1) GCeneral: This periocd was characterized by a lack of
significant contact with the enemy. Surveillance was continued along the
Cambodian border by the ist Battalion, l4th Infantry in A0 35 and A0 27
and by the 34 Battalion, 1lst Cavalry Regiment, CRID, in 20 27. Search
and destroy operations were eonducted by the lst and 24 Bettalions, 35th
Infantyy in A0 10, 20, 21, 29, 52 and 61,
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(2) The 1st Battalion, l4th Infamtry discovered seven 60mm
and eight 8imm mortar rounds 14 July. These were found to be "booby trap.
ped" - ¥umerous punji pits were discovered in the area.

{3} C Troop, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry was placed under OCA
of the lst Battalion, 14th Infantry 12 July and continued operations in
A0 27 and 35 until 18 July when it moved to the brigade base camp.

ho(QPeriod 24 July - 31 July.

(1) General: This period saw increased enemy activity
throughout the PAUL REVERE 1 area of operation. Contacts became more
frequent and intelligence indicated a substantial build-up of North
Vietnamese Army strength.

{(2) The 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry and 3d Battalion,
1st Cavalry Regiment CRID continued the survelllance mission slong the
Cambodian border, The 1lst Battalion, l4th Infantry engaged ten NV# 27
July, killing three, On 28 July 10=15 NVA were engaged and seven of ther
were killed,

(3) The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry conducted search and
destroy operations in A0 61 until 28 July when the battalion moved into
20 36 and 37 where frequent contacts were made. Ten NVA were engaged
29 July, One wag killed and two were eaptured. One of the captives vro=-
vided considerable information about the MVA bhuild=up in the area of
orerations, Company A made contact with 20 NVA vicinity 74963075 311120

July. At 1445 hours Company A engaged an estimated NV company reinforced
vicinity YA970077.

(L) The 1st Battalion, 35th Infantery conducted seareh and
destroy operations in A0 29. One company was under OCA lst Battalion,
69th Armor at CATECKA with o reserve/reaction mission and assisted in the
security of the brigade base of operations, The 1lst Battalion, 35th
Infantry minus moved to 0ASIS (Z2108277) 26 July and conducted zearch and

and destroy operagtlons in A0 21 and 22 throughout the remainder of the
period.

{5) The 2d Battalion, 7th Cavalry, lst Air Cavalry Divisien
came under OCA 3d Bripgade, 25th Infantry Division 301630 July 1966. On
31 July Company A and B conducted combat assault into landing zone Delta
in A0 21 (2A0L7262), Company C and D sseured the base camp area for 2d
Brigade, Lth Infantry Division vieinity *R805365,

(6) As the reporting period closed it besame inereasingly
evident that major NVA forces were operating in the PAUL REVERE Y area of
operation. They were taking advaniage of the monscon weather to infiltrate
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far inside the Vietnsmese/Cambodian border. These Forces were discovered
and fixed because of the aggressive ground patrolling conducted by the men
of the brigade, Every effort was made to locate the NVA units and to deny
them the ability to mass and meet the brigade task force at a time and
plage of their choosing or to be suceessful in subsequent actions.

(¢) 5.0 LocIsTINS®

a.0)Ceneral: Suprort for combat operations has been more
than adequate, and nc major problems have developed.

b«U)Suprly:

(1) Supply of the brigade task forece elements is zecom-
plished through a corbination of unit and supply point distribution.
Bulk Class I, IV and V supplies were normally woved to Pleiku Support
Unit (Prov) by urea surface transportation and further distributed to
the brigade by transportation organie to the 3d Support Battalion {Prov).
Bulk Class IIT arrives at the Pleiku Support Unit {Prov) by area surface
transport, and subsa2quently is transported to the brigade. In mo.%
instances, distribution of Class IT items; tc include repair parts ond
expendable supplies has been by sunrly point from either Pleiku or fui
I‘,'hono

(2) Support of combat operations has been accomplished
utilizing two methoda. The first rethod involved movement of supplies
from forward supply polnte of the lst Logistiesl Command to the brigade
forwsrd base of operations vhere a forward supply element was maintained
by the 1lst Logistical Cormmand. The second method was initiated when the
brigadz forward base of opsration was relocated rloser to the forward
supnly points of the lst Logistieal Command. Under this econecept all bulk
shipment was transrorted Tiom the lst Logistical Cormand?s forward supply
points to the %d Support Battalion (Prov) located at the brigade forward
‘base of operations. Further distribution to using units was accomplished
by the 3d Support Battalion (Prov) loesied at the brigade forward base of
operations., Class II supplies, to include repair narts; in most instances
have been provided from the brigade base camp.

¢.{U)Transportation:

(1) The medium truck squed cargo section has been utilized
primarily for line haul operations between Pleiku and “ul NMhon.

{(2) With the excevtion of ration hauls from 1st Logistieal
Command, Pleiku Support frea, the light truek scuad has been utilized as
task forece troop haul vehicles. These wehicles have also been utilized
during combat operations to support movement of ths infantry battalions.
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d.{C)Maintenances

(1) Continued use of the new family of radios over extended
periods of time has created serious problems. The shortares of signal re-
palr parts and components precludes the attainment of an aecceviable opera-
tionzl status., Laek of trained personnel in signal repair has necessitated
evacuating inoperative radios from 3d Support Battalion {Prov) to the Mui
Nhon Support Cowrand in an attempt to reduce waintenance backlog and to
expedite repair. Lisis»n visits to IFFV, 7ul Mhon Support Command snd
Saigon uere made to allevialte the problem.

{2) Due to the shortsge of repzir parts engineer items,
pirticulaerly generators, continued to ereate additional maintenance prob-
lems. Many uvnits utilized TOE generators to supply all electrieal vower.
The installation of a 100 KW generator in the brigade base camp has alle-
viated this problem to an extent; a second 100 KW generator has arrived
and is being installed. This will signifieantly reduece the need for using
TOE generators as a primary power source.

(3) The repair of fire control instruments continued to be
a serious problem. %8 in the case of signal items, the primary difficulty
was non=availability of repair parts. Excessive time in support-mainte-
nance has been experienced by all units. Liaison visits to IFFY, Oui Yhon
Support Command, and Saigon have besn Initlated to alleviate this problem,

e.{C)Equipment:
(1) During the last quarter of FY 66, sufficient ¥-16 rifles
were received to replace the remaining M=14. /s of this dste approximately

90% of the cormbat troops are armed with the ¥=16; it is antieipated that
the remaining 10% will be replaced by the end of the first quarter of FY 67,

(2} During the period Starlight Seopes were received by the
brigade and issued to using units.

£{)Construction:

(1) Base camp development continued with semi-permanent
meas halls, troop billets, and offices being ereeted.

{(2) Plamning for a central water supply svystem was eom=
pleted, Construction is slated to commenee during FY 67,

{3) Construetion of the MS™ lesding into base e¢zmp from
the north has bsen completed. Work on the IS within bass esmp ~nd from

the south is now in vrogress. Dwainape faeilities have besn instslled
throughout the brigade arez.
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gdl)stztisties for the period 10 May trrough 31 July.

(1) Fuel:

)
(b)
{e)
(a)

Vogas: 179,952 gallons
Diesel: 176,590 gallons
Eng oil: 2,256 gallons

JP=4: 215,000%gallons

{2) Ammunition:

(a)
(v)
(e)

Lomm: 6,763 rds
8lrm: 16,036 rds
90mms 756 rds
LooMs 8,287 rds
105mm: 33,373 rds
106rm: 30 rds

155mme: 5,728 rds

{3) Rations:

(a)
(b)
(e)

(C) 6.{C)AVIATIONS

a{0)Ceneral:

& rations: 340,130 meals
B rations: 337,440 meals

C rations: 186,492 meals

Total 861,062

The brigade aviation section arrived in country

5 Jonuary 1966 organized at full strength under TCE 7-42E, The seetion
consisted of six {6) aviators {one comissioned officer and five warrant
officers) and eight enlisted men, The section was eauinped with six

OH-23G helicopters. The bripade was augmented with one Ub-A Beaver and
one OH=23G for the artillery battalion. The beaver and OH-=23G both came

¥ JP=l4 total is for period 6 through 31 July 66 only.
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with pllot and crew chief, The aviation section was reduced in strength
by two OH=23G and two pilots 1 April 1966, This was in accordance with
the Di directed fRCSA reorganization.

b.{)Tactical Employment: /11 aireraft arrived in RYM equipved
with the M=2 machine gun system. After three and one half months of testing,
modification and further testing, the V=2 system proved unsatisfactory.
Prim=ry cause factors were:

(1) Heliun charzes were not available for reeyeling the
system. Irmmediate action during Jamming had to be effected manmalliy.

(2) Repeated jarming in the ammunition chute was experi-
enced, These deficiencies precluded use of the OH=23G with M=2 system as
a scout aircratt.

c{C)Cormand and control: The most common use of the OH-23C is-
as command and control ships for battalion cormanders. *s of 31 July 66,
13,0 hours of the total time of 2466 hourz flown were in this role, The
major problem encountered has been the incompatibility of the ARC-44 FM
radio with the new family of FM radios, Modifiecation of the aircraft
radios proved only moderately satisfactory. Commanders normally carry
one or two PRC/25 with them during missions and communicate in this
mnanner,

d{)Cargo: A considerable amount of eargo has been transported
by the OH=23G, The loads consisted primarily of small amounts of ammuni~
tion, rations .nd water which would not justify the use of 2 utility air-
craft. The major problem has been in securine the load. * partial solution
to this problem was the lotal fabrieation of “saddle bags” whieh were
attached to the transmission mounts. These bars can earry 75 pounds of
cargo each and were found invaluable in stowlng passengers? web equip-
ment and other small items whieh normally elutter the cockpit. They are
large enought to carry a full five gallon water can or case of "C" rations.

ef{C)Liaison: Next to command and control, the movement of indivi-
duals for the purpose of liaison with other units was the most common air-
eraft utilization, Delivery of orders, overlays, staff visits and transport
of lisison officers were daily missions. The OH=230 is ideally suited for
these missions,

f. ) ircraft performance: The OH=23G first saw service in the
RVY with the brigede, A few comments on its performance seem appropriate.
An OH=13S was used by the aviation section during operations LONGFELLOW
and PAUL REVERE I. 2n aeccurate comparison of the two was made. The OH=
23Gts 305 horsepower was found to be sufficient in all aress of operation
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regarding the elimate and loads., With two passengers and pilot, full
fuel, midday temperature and 2 4,250 foot pad at Dak To field site,
translational 1ift was never required to effect 2 safe toke off. From
this same site the OH=135 eculd not 11ft one passenger, Formal ecruise
speed was found to be 75 knots with two passengers for the 0H=23G., The
OH=133 ecruised at 65 knots with one passenger. The 57 gallon fuel eapa—
city of the OH=13S pave 1t a slightly longer in~flight time than the 46
gallon capacity of the OH=23G, From the standpoint of power, passenger
capacity and top speed, it is felt that the OH-223G is the best aireraft
of its type now availinble for the LOU mission in Vieitnam,

gdO)¥aintenance: 1 large number of OH-23G parts were brought
with the aviation ssetion upon deployment to the RVN. These varts f£illed
in while a parts demand was being established in country (initially, there-
was a complete lack of supply parts in RVN), J/side from the lack of parts,
no significant maintenance problems were encountered. With the exeception
of veriodic inspections, all maintenance was performed in the field. Peri-
odie inspections were performed at Holloway AAF.

(U) 7{U)CTVIC rCTION® °

aJl)Generals Although concentrating mainly on short range/high
impact projects, the eivie a2ction program has made significant eontri--
butions to the economic and social development of the local population,
thereby improving the CVN/FM'F imege.

bo{D¥ajor emphesis has been placed on irmproving the health and
sanitation eonditions of the various villages in the bripgade "0, During
the reporting period, brigade eivic aetion personnel have improved cone
ditions in over 50 viliares with soap and medical treatment, The mediea’
teams have ireated more than 3,800 people with manv of the more serious
patients belng evacuated to the provinee hospital,

c.{urerous other projects have been condueted. For instanee,
spiliway construection, blast furnance imorovement, sewing machines for
classes; toocls for charcoal vroduction, distribution of focd and clothing
to refugees, and relocating fanilies, Ground teams have presented movies
and musicals to mwany villages with obvious success, esveciallv in remote
highland areas,

d{U)I% is felt that more Vietnamese partieipation ir eivic action
projects would improve the GVN image in the eyes of the local ropulation,

(C) 8.(C) PSYCHOLOGIGAL "ARF!RE (U),
aflf)General: PSYWAR activities have been direeted a2t NVA A

units, VO/VFC Cadre, and ontagnard/Vietnamess noncowbatanis. Poth air
and pround PRYHAR activities have been employed.
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b{C)The U-10 PSYW/R aircraft has been effective over targets
determined from current intelligence. The most suecessful employment
has been immediately after ground contaet 18 broken; its use over known
enamy aveas has also been quite suceessful. Lack of aireraft avail-
ability at the required time has been a major 6bstacls.

¢-({l)Tepe recordings have been made by NVA/VC retuwrness and TOM,
These were broadeast in the rost lucrative areas., Pietures of NVAAC
returnees and POY receiving good treatrent were ovrinted on leaflets, #n

appropriate message was usually included and the leaflets dropped on
selected areas.

d.()statistics:

(1) Missions: 68 (U=10)
L (C=47)

(2) Leaflets: 3,600,000
{3) Chieu Hoi: 7 NVA/L VC
(L) Weapons: 5

(U) 9(DENGINEZR SUPPORT:

afl)General: Engineer support was vrovided by Company D, 65th
Engineer Battalion.,

b.{I)i combat engineer squad is normally provided each committed
infantry battalion, This support includes clearing landing zones using a
corbination of explosive, mechanieal and hand means, destruection of cap-
tursd enamy explosives, and duds,

e.{0)Construction has been provided for major projects such as
the rehabilitstion of the membrane landing strip at 0ASIS to accept (=130
aircraft and maintenanee of the road net. The latter has been a priority
operation. The soil in the area is predorinately elay nnd thus highly
susceptivle to rutting during the monsoon season. This is perticularly
true when suojeeted 1o heavy traffie. The enginser is experimenting with

a mixture of clay, laterite, rocks and other materials to solve this
problem.

d.{f)Combet service support includes: Censtructicn of buildings
{(two completed and a third begun) and transeorting personnel and supplies.

(1} The base camo’s permanent cornstruction was started in
June 195656, There have bean a2 series of deloys due to design and lswvout
changes and the monzsoon weather has heen Pesponsible for considerable loss
op
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of construction tine, Ths weather has not only delayed construetion of
buildings but has also delayed the construetlion of hard surface roads
within the brigade base esamp.

(2) The five ton bridge trucks of the bridee vlstoon have
been used to haul supplies from Qul Ihon, troops from brigade base camp
to forward operational areas and baek, and for hauling ammunition to am-
ployed artiliery batteries. Tris utilization is not on innowstion in it-
self sinee the secondary mission of the bridge plateon is to ground its
bridging and provide transportation support.

(¢) 10/9)TCTICAL AIR SUPPORT (U).

{C) General: Tactieal air support was utilized by the brigade
a8 indiecated below:

' #, Statisties:
TYPE VSN

PFRIOD MSN REQ  MSN FLOWN /TR COVER LZ PREP  SKY SFOT FAC

10-31 May 46 16 3 30 7 6
1-30 Jun i81 166 0 22 95 49
1=31 Jul 192 160 0 4 95 62

», Results: 61 KBi (BC), 80 KB! (PO5S), and innumerable
bunkers and huts destroyed. :

WN Apotiny '
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' {RCS CSFOR-65) {U)
Section 2
Part I, Observetions {Lessons Learned)
1. Persennel: None.

2, {C} Operationss

Tactical Control Heasures

Items (C) Svstem of establishing swess of operation.

Discussion: During PAUL REVERE I, the 3d Brigade Task Force
operated in an 20 roughly 57 kilometers w:de (E=k} by 90 kilometers long
(M-S}, bounded on the west by the Cambodian border and on the east by
Route 14, Sustonined operations within an A0 of this sise recuired zn
easily identifiabtle system for command and control znd identifieation
of halieopter londing zones.

DObgservation: The brigade A0 was Ycheckerbonrded" into 10,000
meter squares, , with each square given a number and with landing zones
within the square designated with a letter suffix (i.e., 17 610}, Core-
ful records were kept on coordinates :ind heliconter eazpacity of landing
zones in order ¢o facilitate future artillery preparations and combat
assaults intc previously used landing zones., Haneuver battalions were
assigned missions within specifically numbered AOs, with boundary lines
considered as fire coordination lines,

Saturation Patrolling

Item: (U) Saturation patrolling as a technioue for finding
and fixing the enemy,

Discussiont Ssaturation patrolling is the most expeditiouws »nad
effective means of 11nd1ng and fixing the enemv and accomplishing a sesrch
and destroy mission in a speeified A0. To implement this technicue, an
infantry battalion base of operation, with supporting srtillerv aond an
approvriate sesurity/reaction foree, is centrally located in sn 0, Rifle
conpanies may oceupy different bases of opsration, from which platecon and
sguad patrols are dispatehed, The positioning of the 4.2 inch rmortar pla-
toon in a corpany base of operation inereases the patrol ranre zs troops
remain withir range of indirest fire ﬂupporta Flateons and saunds may be
airlifted into larnding zones several thousand meters from the eompsrny or
battalion bases of operations to seareh asgigned aress penerally ieading
back to a base area or a pre=tdetermined awbush site. /& wariation of this
technigue is to land separate elements of a company in several landing
zones and havs them converge on 2 comnon, seiected lceation while searching
the arsa of operation enroute. When rifle campanies gre issued two or

UNCLASS4FIED
CONFHEEATAAL
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three days rations, disclosure of friendly unit locatiors is ellminated
through the absence of resupply helicopters, There are many vsriations
of this teehnique, 8ll involwving rapid movement and helicopter suppori.
Centrally loecating the battalion base of operations enables an infantry
battalion to seareh and clear an area of anproxirately A4 square miles
without moving its base or displacing the supporting artillery bettery.

Obgservation: Saturation patrolling has certain disadvantages
which should be not2d. First, hellborne asssulis require extensive artil-
lery snd air prepavations on selscted landing zones. Thia, in conjunction
with the presence of large mumbers of helicopters, definitelv alerts the
enamy to the intended arez of operatiocns. Seecondly, the enemy can be
expected to leave the srea, hide, or move intc prepared amd advantageous
positions to firht on his ocwn terms,

Creoes Country Movement

Item: (U) Cross country movement 28 2 technique for finding
and fixing the enemy,

Discusgsion: Cross country movement from one area of opsrations
to another has ecertain advantages over the saturation patrolling tech-
nique, however, it is more time consuming. This technique requires the
novement of rifle companies eross country from one area of operations to
another. & forward battalion base of operation is seeured by the uniis
moving cross country; essential personnel and equipment are lifted into
the new base of operation without the normal landing zone preparation and
assault. Rifle companies are resupplied as neeessary, or at predesignated
times asnd locations. One variation of this technique requires the pre-
positioning of artillery to cover the intended area of operation. Sub-
sequently, nll rifie compzanies and the battalion forward eommand eroup
move into the area of operation over rmultiple routes, Under conditions
of pood weather, alr suppert can be substituted for artillery fire, thus
increasing the operational radius of the battalien,

Observation: Cross country rovement is extremelv slow and
difficult in most areas of South Vietnam. The helicopter permits posi-
tioning of ¢roops and equipment to take advanloge of the terrain as
well as the enemy. Also, and most important, the helicopter permits
rapid reaction against the enemy once he is located.

The enemy has observed and studied our %taetics ond techninues,
After one has observed artillery preparations, air strikes, and laree
mubers of helicopters moving into an arez; it is not diffieuvlt to
determine whot is taking place. Therefore;, it should not be surprising °
that the cnemy is becoming more difficult to find. In difficult terrain,
ha can avoid us with relative ease 1f we fail to vary cur technioues.

28 of L5
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Artillery and Vortar Firing

Item: (U) Technique employed for clearance and notifieation,

Discussion: Presently all firing units notify the brigade artil-
lery liaison officer of all firing conducted within their srea of opera-
tion. The brigade liaison officer then notifies the "ir Force linison
officer and the Army “viation representative who, in turn, notifies air-
craft. If the firing is tc take place outside of the unit’s area of opera-
tion, the brigade liaison officer will then determine if the coordinates
are clear to fire, The information given by units to the brigade lisison
officer consists of the coordinates of target, time firing will start and
stop, nature of target, #nd maximm ordinate.

Observation: This method has nroven reliasble during our present
operations,

Interdiction Program
Item: (U) Nature of fires in interdietion program.

Discussion: This method employs a2 scheduled saturation of a
particul:zr area for a period of time rather than firing random concen—
trations throughoul the entire area. These fires ore coordinated =2t

brigade by the Fire Support Elerment and utilize 2ll availsble artillery
and air,

Observation: Thne method provides flexibility, control and
its results can be more accurately measured than those of the random
method,

“Bliocking Fires”

Item: (U) Pre-planned "Blocking Fires®,

Diseussion: When reports indicate heavily used trails leading
inte an area of operations, concentrations are planned to block the trails
ag an aveme of escape or reinforcement, ZKach time enemy eontact is made,
the general support and reinforcing artillery deliver blocking fires? on
the preplanned concentrations, Direct support artillery can alse fire in
support of these missions.

Qbservations This msthod affords maximum utiliration of avail-
able artillery in minimum time,

29 of 45
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Counter-tortar Fire

Tten: (U) Need for rapid initiation of counter-mortar fire,

Discussion: Experience has shown that the initiation of eounter-
rortar fire will silenee the enemy nortar attack, even if the coordinates
of the enemy’s mortar locastion are not precise,

Observation: When a friendly unit reeeives enemy mortsr rounds,
it is imperative that the direction from which the rortar rounds 2re being
fired be sent to the firing battery immedintely so that counter-mortar fire
can berin irmmediately,

Marking Round

Ttems (U) Marking round procedures,

Digcugsion: By firing an illuwrination round first in any mis-
ion requested by a ground or air observer, first round identification is
faeilitated ond the safety of friendly personnel who may be in the area
is enhanced. '

Observation: .For marking purposes, an 1llumination round with
a low height of burst (100 or 200 meters) is usually mors accurate and
more easily rscopgnized than & smoke round,

Engagine a Target

Item: (U} Procedures for engaging 2 target which is maskad by

emcrmr s

a dense forest canopy.

Diseussion: Forward cbservers must conaider the helight of the
canopy when requesting a fire mission and reguesi fuse delay when aovro-
priate, An air observar Tiving 2 #ission in a dense ares can more easily
identify the adjusting rounds if fuse VT is used. Fuse delay ean then
be fived for effect.

Obgervation: These procedures will help ensure sscurate, rapid
and effeective engagement of the target,

Fire Missions

e

Tiems (U} Pire missions within 200 meters of friendly troaps.

Discussion: When a fire mission is to be adjusted within 200
meters of friendly troops, all pieees that will fire for effect are fired
in adjustment. In this manner, the cbserver will know the pattern of all
the rounds and can adjust them aecordingly. To reguest this; the cbserver
includes the information in his initiel five request; i.e., "elose 200
meters, southf,

30 of 45



¢ “ oty

mm‘wwWﬁEif}ui

 QHIZSVI930

e et e e

9

W

AVDC=LC=0P 15 rugust 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pericd Ending 3% July 1966
{RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

Observation: This glerte the firing bsttery to the vroximity
of fires to friendly troops and will ensure thelr safety.

Artillery Accuragy

Item: {U) Improving the accuracy of artillery located in a
lunding zone,

Disgussion: Although survey econtrol is ususlly not available
in landing zones, the sccuracy of firing ean be improved hy survey being
initiated from a prominent terraln feature. ffter a batterv occupies a
new position, a survey team is airlifted into the sreajand the survey is
conducted using ~vailable infantry personnel for security.

Obgservation: Prompt implerenmtation of this teehnirme will
ensure the maximum aecuracy possible in minimm time,

Firing Chart
Item: (U) Use of standard firing chart.

Diseussion: The standard firing chart (seale 122590003 is not
large enough to plot maximm range for the firing battery throughout 6400
miis, One method used is to orient the long ards of the chart-in the
direction where most of the firing is expected to oceur, Then, in amti-
cipation of firing at meximmum range on the shorti axis, the grid lines on
the firing chort are numbered for both 1:25,000 scale and 1:50,000 seale.
This requires that the battery center be plotted for both seales, Ths
use of color coding for eaeh scale prevents confusion. In this manner
when it becomes necessary to engage a target at a range that can not be

plotted on the firing chart using a scale of 1:25,000, it can be plotted
on the 1:50,000 sealé,

Observation: This method has been found to be the most
accurate and is eurrent practice.

Craphie Firing Table Utilization

Item: (U} Firing chart #nd GFT utilization.

Discussion: When s fire mission is beinp adjusted on the pun-
target lire, firing data can be computed mueh faster by using the GFT for
the eomputation rather than the firing chart and the GFT. Initial data
is corputed uging the firing chart. Thereafter range correctisns zre
applied directly to the GFT ‘o determine guadrant elevatiorn and defleetion.

Observation: This method will increase efficiency when engaging
targets,

31 of 45



T

I

7" o I T

¢ lpotginy
“ 1oiy

WVDC—C=0P 15 ‘ogust 1965
SURJECT: Operational Remort for Quarterly Terind Evding 31 July 1966
- {RC3 CSFOR=65) (U)

Defiection Indices

Ttems(JInitial versus permanent defleetion indiees.

Disecussign: Initial defleetion indieces beecome the nermqnent
deflection indices on a firing chart that is uaed for 6400 mils, Total
drift correctlions ean therefore be placed on the GFT and aoolied as
aprromriate.

Observation: HRecent exvnerience hss shown thnt this situstion
and the deseribad proeedure are quite eormon, :

Layine Vowitzers

Item: (U) Laying howitzers bv macmetie asimuth.

Discussion: In an area where no survey is availsble, a battery
ruet Yay by magnetie agimuth. To avoid variations in azimuth esused by
ths needle floating in the aiming elrele, an orlenting line is established
when the batiery s initially laid. Any subsequent checks ean be made
aceurately by measuring aziwuth from the established orienting line.

Observation: The necessity of an aceurate orienting line eon-
not. be over emphasized, '

Minimum Elevatlon

Item: {(U) ¥inimum slevation informatien.

Diseussion: The battery executive officer and fire direstion
officer rust have recdily available to them the minjmum elevation for
eagh howitzer throughout 6400 mils, This then begomes s necessary
reference for any firing, varticularly ot right.

Observation: Individual howltzers can he cnlled out of action
if neeessary due to minirmm elevation.

Firigg,?latforné

Item: (U) Need for field exvedient construction of firing
platforms,

Discussion: Somez tyne of firing nlstfTorm is neeessnrv for the
1C5mm howitmez during the ionsoon season. Without it, the wheels sink
inte the mud, £s it hecomes neeessary to rotate the howitrzer for firirg
throughout 6400 rils, it becores unsiable nnd mired. Ssatisfactory pirt-
forms have been made fror nisresd steel nlankiog, lumbor from smmnition
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boxes or sheets of plywcod, They hawe been eonstructed ss one solid
platforn for both wheels, or a small plaiform for both wheels; or a
suoll platform for the left wheel to plvot on and a cireculsr track for
the right wheel to move on. Eaeh method hag Troven satlisfaetory.

Observation: Conatruetion of a fileld exnedient pleotform for

the 105 howitzer will inerease its comb2t effieiency during periods
of prolonged rain,

Logating Troons

Ttem: {U) Rerial leoestion of friendly troovs throush 2 thick
forest eanovy,

Diseugsion: It is often immossible to visuslly identify friendly
unit locatlons in heavily ‘orested creas, Smoke prencdes rre nlso diffi-
eult to see, The rost effective rethod found basg been the uss of hand
flarss and/or firing Vary vistol flares using the M7, By 7iring a hand
flare or Vary pistol flare fron each flank of the element, the srea oceu-
pied gan De readily identified from the air,

Obaervations This ﬁrocédure rssists the 2ir observer and FIC
in adjustrent of elose-in artillery fires and elose air strikes,

v
Marking Smoke

Jtem: Field expedient smcke for marking friendly loeantions,

Diseussion: It has been found that the sroke generated bv the
trip flare MADAY is sufficient to make 1t an adequate substitute for

standard smoke grenades. It can be used for marking friendly unit loeo-
tions,

Observation: Flare, Surface, Trip MW4A9ALl ¢an be used as 2 sub-
stitute for the standard srmoke grenades,

Land MUnvigatien for ‘rmor Uniis

Iten: (U} In dense woods or jungle, armored vehicle commanders
have diffieulty mnintaining direetion ~nd orientntion.

Discussion: Commanders of ﬁrmored‘ggﬁiggsb rust mrke freouvent
turng when selecting a route of rovement. They hove experienced diffi-
ciity in maintaining directivr 7rd orientution. The use of the lensatie
conpass i8 not practieal due to the mass of wetsl inherant to <rmored
vehigles., This organization has been sueceszsful in direeting ~rmor eor-
rmanders from an aireraft, To faellitate oir identifiecotion. desionctien

53 ot L5
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gymbols have been painted on the vehicle tops or rear decks. The use of-
eloth paneis is irnrsct;pll begause the brush rips them from the vehiele,
dﬁa"they fade rapidly in the sun.

Observation: /n ohserver in an aireraft can vrovide direction
for armor wnits and thus reduge travel times from SP to destination.

Enery Anti-tsnk Weapons

dtems (C) WA AT w-apons, RPG=2, 57m RT ard 75rm MR will pene-
trate the furcet ond hull of the MALA$3 tank,

Diseussion: The use of sand bags as a field expedient will
decrease the affeetiveness of the ensmy HRAT wea2pons o8 well as absorb
maetsl frapgmerts from these weapons.

Observation: A tank whieh had sand bapgs on the fromt slope
was hit by an RPG=2 round whieh eaused no damage to the vehicle or crew,

Seout Vehiecles

items (C) The riajority of casualties fror the seout vehicle
crews are cbservers,

Discussion: The scout vehicle commender is protected b s
prefabricated gun shield while the observer has no proteection,

Observation: The pun shield for the track commsnder is effee~
tive in protesting him from enemy fire., The use of sand bass or an armor
plate shield will reduce the easualty rate mmong the cbserver personnel.,

3. (U} Training and Oreavimation,

urenade Trodning

itens {(U) Grensds training frum prore positien,

Diseussion: Persomnel engaged in humple sombrt must be inat-
rueted ir ithe proper techniques of throwing the hand grenade V=26 from
the prone position while the individuval’s observation is restricted by
the vegetation. Too often individuals have exposed themseives bv rising
to the kneeling position to throw a grenade.

Cbservation: HNewly assigned personnel should reeccive instructisn
on how to throw grenades in dense vepetation from the prone position.
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Zeroing of Weapons

items (U) Estatlishing weapons battlesight zero using field
exrpedient method, - '

Diseussion: The personnel attrition rate diectates frequent
weapons firing to insure that eoch individual has the correct battle-
slpght zero on his wenpon,

Obgervation: This brigade has published a method that can

be eas:.ly adopted by field cormanders to conduet firing to establish
battlesight zeros {Inel #3).

¥=79
Ttems (U) ¥=<Y9 as indireet fire weapon,

Discussion: The M=T79 Grenade Launcher has the capability of
being employed as both a direct or an indireet fire weapon. The best
nethod of utilization in a given situction is diciated by the terrain
and vegetation, At present the Army training program for this weapon
doss not inelude the indireet role; hence the full capsbllity of the
weapont 1s not uwtilized. This additional role of the V=79 would in no
wey diminish the need for the 60mm and 8lmm mortars.

Observation: Menuals and training directives are required
that incorporate training guidanece and techninues for use of the ¥=79
as an indirect fire weapon,

Light Nbservatinr Helicorters

Ttem: (U) Need for increase in 1.0W fer the brigede,

Discussion: The fviation Requirements for Combat Supvort of the
frmy concept is based on the support provided a brigade ¢o ecome “rom the
General Support Company of the division aviation battalion. Our expsrience
hag been that 2 brigode operating sensrately under the current TCE 7=42E,
of necessity, should have six LOH,

Obgervations n fafantry brigade ‘ocosrating senarately or o
risslon, is not adeguately supporied with just four LOH,

50mm Fortar
: Ttem: (U) &0m mortar versus Slmm mortar.
Mg _
S EE 35 of L5
}. ' H
=




T

I./
¢ FATLE
N {joliny

+ QHENSSVIA0

o et s et s

9',7" g VW ]y
9

AVDC=C=OP ' 15 hugust 1966
SURJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 3 July 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

Discussion: There is a definite need for 60mm mortsrs in the
rifle eorpany. +lthough the 8lmm mortar provides grester .fire power, the
weight of the weapon 2nd its srmunition makes 1t impraetiesl for offensive
operations in the difficult terrain found in most of RV, The 60mm mortor
and its ammunition can be cerried on cross<ecountry onerations without
raterizlly slowing down riovemerd.

Observation: Consideration should be given to authorizine three
60rm mortars for each rifle company. The elements of this brigade have
submitted requisitions for the 60mm rortars.

Cormand and Control Reouirement

Item: (U} Need for » utility transport enosbility organie to
the brigade, R -

Discussion: An organie utility transvort cavability is essential
to meet the conmand and control requirements of the brigade, This remquire-
rzent includes 2 eorvmunications asystun, readily available to the ecommander,
and flight crews oriented to this function.

Cbservation: The optimm requirement for this function is seven
HU=1D's, 'his mrovides one for the hrigrds cormander, one for ezeh mun~
euver battolion and two for maintenance down time,

OH=23CG Radie

Item: (U) Meed for OH=23C to be equipped with the new family
of FM redics.

Discvssion: The "RC=4), FI' radlo even sfter modification foes
not satisfactorily net with the new family of F¥ radios. This ereates
unnecessary problems especially when the CH=23G is used ir o command and
control role.

Observation: The OH=23" should be equinned with the new family
of FM radies,.

ho {C) Intelligenee,

Enemy Tacties

Items (C) Establishine decoys against friendlv pursuit elements.
Discussion: During late May 1966, elements of the 3d Pripade

Task Force made contact with regimental size I'V¢ forces (66th and 23d),
After sustaining hedvy losses, the N4 units elected to bresk eontact
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and exfiltrate to safe areas, Friendly forees, in an attemvt to regain
contagt, began aggressive pursuit actions with company and platoon sige
elements along suspected routes of enemy withdrawal, Over a period of
three to five days, contact wes made with small WUA elements {ususlly
five or six zen)., These elements would open fire, cousing friendly foreces
to deploy ind would then withdraw in a direection not eomputible with
orimin:lly intendsd routes of the friendly forees. The irmedinte rezc-
. tion of friendly Fforces was to pursue these small enemy elements.

Qbservation: In retrospect, it is believed that these smell
enemy elements wers, in faet, deecoy forces positioned zlong m:jor with-
drawal routes. The rigsion of these forees was to awnit the nrriwvel of
main enemy elements in the orea.

Item: (C) Border boit ond lure.

Discussion: During riost of Operation P*UL RTVERE I, at least

one battalion of the 3d Brigade Task Force was deployed r~long the C-me

- bodian border in a surveillonce posture, vielnity the Chu Pong Mount in
and Ia Drang Piver, The mission dietated the estoblishment of smoll
observation posts, listening posts and small unit vatrolling (sousad -nd
platoon size), Periods of total innetivity were experienced; followed
by a gradual inerease in sightings and finally an engoeement with large
enemy forces. This was chnrseterized by pursuit of o reinforced squad
to platoon size HVA foree by friendly elerents inte areas near the Coam~
bodian border, where company to battalion size enemv foreccs were located
in fortified positions. This resulted in frierdly elements fightine on
the enemy®s terms with no maneuver room, due to either terrain or proxi-
mity to the Cambodian border, or a eombination of hoth,

Obgervation: This daetic was roderately suceessful, but vroved
costly to the enemy. It definitely preeluded friendly forees from defeating
the enemy in detail,

Utilization of IPY Teams

Items (U) Prior to Operation P*'UL REVERE I, the attachment of
IPW Teams to battzlion level was SOP. thile tids nrocedure enabled the
battalion %o have a trained eapability, it left the brigade with limited
resources during neriods when wore than one prisoner was in the brigade
PCW facility.

Diseussion: In enalyzing »n infantry battolion®s inherent
cap:bility to interrcgate, it was apnirent thzt with intervpreters ~vril-
gble (each battalion had an equal share of the bripadels =zvailable

] Iy |F

VD

;ﬁ resource) interrogation for information of immedinte tacticnl exoloit-~=
=T . tion eould he accomplished at battalion lewvel without the IFW Temm

= Ee
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being present, This is accomplished by the compeny commander, battalion
32 and battalion commander. Therefore, it was decided to pool the IPY
resources at brigade level for more flexibility.

Observations: The advantages have been:

Faster evacuation of POV to brigade after the battalion
obtains tactical information,

The IPW eapability at the brigade POY facility is inereased
and more rrrisoners can be isterrogated on a sustalned basis,

IP Teams can still be dispatched to battslion areas, if
necesgsary, on a specifiec mission bhasis.

Documents Translstion

Item: (U) During periods when the brigade is engaped with
enemy elements of company or larper size, the organie resources for
document translation are¢ not sufficlent to handle the work load.

Discussion: During portions of Operations LTVCOLN, GARFIELD
and initiel astapmes of PAUT. REVEPR I, document translctlon toowms were
made available by I FFORCFV %o support the brigade., The value of these
teams was readily apparent. The organic MI Detachment was recently
provided persomnel te form a document team consisting of two Vietnamese

linguists (US).

Observation: An increase in strength to further aupment the
brigade?s document translation capability dwring those periods when enemy
conbaet is light, cannol be jJustified. As long as this capability emn
be provided on an "as needed"” basis for brigades on separate missions,
thers will be no significant deficleney in the overall intelligence pro-
cessing cyele,

Terrain Information and Trafficability Vaps

Item: {U) Terrain information and traffieabilitv mavs must be
compliled by cach control headquarters.

Discussion: The nor—availability of trafficsbility maps snd
the need to constantly up=date terraln information on tactical maps hasg
dictated a eentrnlized recording system within the brigade. This keeps
the area of operations overlay current with vertinent information sueh
as new trails, conditions of old trails; fords, enemv positions, snd
traffieability conditions,
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Obgervetion: Current information regarding terrain and vossi-
ble or known enemy locations assist operations.

5, (U) logistics.

¥Mess Overatiens

Iten: (U) Battalion mess operations in the trains area.

Diseuasions The kitchens in the 4rains arez of the brigade
forward bige of operation must supply 4, modified B or B rations to per-
somnel in the trains area three times a day and to the forward aress of
the battalion onee a day., By consolidatine the unit mess teams, better
support of 211 elements waz achleved., One team prepared food for 2ll ef
the trains personnel, One team prepared and packaped the hot meal for
all forward elements., One team baked in the evening for both the forward
units and the trains personnel. The fourth team remained in the bripgade
base camp and prepared rations for all stay-baeck personnel. The unit
loading officer controls the dispatch of the prepared food.

Observation: Consolidating mess operations in the trains aren
provides for efficient prepuration and distribution of food and ¢{he most
effective uwbilization of persomnel.

Supnly Back Up

Iten: {(U) Speeial precautions during the monsoon season.

Discussion: As a precaution against the weather preventing air
resupply, infantry eompanies maintain a three day supply of extra smmni-
tion, C=rations and water in their base of opcration.

Observation: This is a neeegsary procedure during the monsoon
Sea80Tl.

Field Maintenanece

Tteams (U) Field expedient maintenance of panoramic telescopes,

Disecussion: During the monscon season a wmalntensnee problem
developed on the panoramie telescopes vwhiech was caused by moisture cone-
densing on the lenses., OSealer compound was not availeble a* ordninee to
make an air tight seal, so o field expedient was devised, This consisted
of a metal fuse box in which wires were strung and arranged in such &
manner that a panoramic telescope eould be suspended in the middle. The
fuse box was then placed across a small trench in whieh 2 Fire was started.
After about thirty 4o forty minutes, this Yhot box® effectively dried the
lenses,
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Obgservation: This is strietly a field expedlent method, but
it will keep the telescope from becoming unservieceable.

Adming Post Lights

Tgem: (U) Might lighting devices on the aiming posts,

Discussion: The night lighting devices on the alming posts
are designed to be turned on individuelly, To preclude individuals from
running to the airing posts at night to turn on the lights for each fire
rission or leaving the lights on contimuously, » system of remoting the
light switch to the howitzer ean be easily ~rranged. Ordinarv cormuni-
eation wire is attached to the liphts at the aiming post. This is con-
nected to a switch and the power source (BA 2C0) at the howitzer, 4
rafinement of this procedure is to include a rheostat for adjustineg the
intensity of the light.

Observation: This method ensures light discipline ot nipght
and a rore rapid enguagement of a target.

Substitute M=l4 Light Bulb

Ttaa: (U) 2n adequete substitute for the F=li light bulb,

Discussion: F=1) light bulbs are used as lights on aiming
posts, The light bulb from the eclayrore mine tester has been found to
be a satisfactory substitute, '

Qbservation: KXnowledge of this fact increases supplvy fleti-
bility in the field.

Artberma ATB92 /PRC

Ttem: (U) Experience with antenna AT892/FRC for the PRC /25,

Discussion: The antenna AT892/FHIC becomes essfly unserewed as
the RTO roves through the dense vegetation, ‘nother problem has bheen the
antenna base breaking,

Observations A field solution to this problem haz besn to tie
the anterna to the radio set using nylen cord.

3 ent,

Iten: (U) Need for equipment in S5 Section,
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Diseussion: To aceorplish his mission; the S5 has been using -
nersonnel and borrowed equipment such a3 clerieal equipment, tape reeorder,
tapes, cameras, film and wmotion pileture gear.

Obgservation: These items should be inecluded as standard enuip-
ment for a brigade S5 section,

SB=86
Item: {U) Limitations of standard tactical switchbonrd, SP-86,

Discussion: It has been found that the Standard Taetieal Switeh-
board SB=86 will not suffiee for vse at brigade level, The volume of
traffie flowing through it daily is so great that a high degree of break-
down occurs in line packs (TA-208) and stacks (TA=207). It is also more
desirable to have a switchboard thet uses llight indicators rather than
rechanieal drops for a brigade base camp telephone system.

Ohservation: These experiences should be taken into consideration
in any future study of tactieal switehboards.

FRC/25

v Lo

Ttems (U} Experience with handset 1~138 for the PRC/25,

Discussion: The handset =138 has been 2 eonstant breakdown
item. Either the handset itself eracked and broke off just below the
receiver element or the wires are pulled out from the recepticle,

Qbservation: * sturdier handset should be developed or an
extra allowance should be authorized maneuver battalions.

Illumination

Ttem: (U) Cormand detoneiad illurinetdion,
IR

Discugsion: There is a need for a simple command detonated
(electrieally and/or manually) illumination capability that esn be set up
and dismantled repidiy in the dark under all weather conditions. Acel-
dental detonation of surrent trip flares presents & definite taetiecal
hazard.

Observation: /A requirement exists for a simple electrieal or
manuslly detonated, easily arected and disasserbled command 11lumination
system,
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Trip Flare ML9/1

Item: (U) Insuffielent trip wire for Flare, Surface, Trip M40/,

Discugsion: ZExperience has proven that the amount of trip wire
provided in the cases of Flare, Surface Trip M49A1 is insufficlient for the
quaniity of flares egontained. This shortage is further eomplicated when
flares rmust be removed; wire retrieved and set un in new locatiors. Some
vire is inevitably lost in the process.

Ohservation: /n inerease in the amount of wire per case of
flares should be mude available for this purpose,

Blasting Cap M18AL

Toem: (U) Blasting Cap ‘ssembly Mif2l Antinersonnel Vine (C2aymore).

Discussion: The wire and eommections of the blasting cap essembly
of the Mi8Al amtiparsonnel mine have proven particularly susceptible to
damage caused by repsated emplacement® and removals and the effeets of
weather, When this occurs, themine is lost to the using treops. Repair
by inevreriensed rersommel 4s a safsty risk.

Observation: Provision for extra replacement blasting cap
assemblies would cut down on the muber of mines turned in te Class V
supply charmels for mointenance and re=issue.

Armmnition Containers

Item: (U} ¥=60 machine gun armunition containers are unsatia-
£ actol'y o

Discugsions Present earboard =nd eloth econtniners Par the linked
7.62mm machine pun armunition are unsatisfactory, especially durine the
rainy season. These containers disintegrste rapidly foreing the men to
earzry the ammunition in belts slung around their shoulders. The belts get
rusty and dirty causing the ¥=60 to malfunetion.

Observation: The linked 7.62mn ermunition should be packed in
a plastic waterprcof container,

Chain Saws

Item: (U) Need for gaseline powsrel chain saws,

Discussion: During the ronsoon sesson in the centrel hishlands,
the wster table rises virtuslly to the surface of the ground. This causes
difficulties in construeting defensive positions, as well as health and
sanitation problems. [/ny holes dug as sumps, latrines, or fex holes immedi-
ately £ill with water, creating breeding areas for mosquitos., Defensive
positions rmust be constructed above ground usine sand bags and logs.
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Observation: Gasoline powered chain zaws should be ineluded
as a standard item in the rifle company’s pioneer set.

River Crossings

Item: (U) Problems in erossing swollen rivers.

Discussion: Streams begome definite obstaeles to foot troops
after four to five days of eonstant rainfall, The m:jor rivers in the
area, such as the Ia Drang and Ia Meur; become wirtually impessable at
times, or ut best passoblc with considerable risk,.

Observation: 120 foot elirmbing ropes, 12 foot survival ropes
and snap links should be distributed down to rifle squcd level,

Generators

Item: (U) The 4.2 KW generotor authorized as a component of the

Track Command Post M=577 is used extensively during combat operations in
Vietnan,

Diapussion: The repoir parts for the L2 KV generator were based
on derand data generated outside RVF. For the past 5 months the generstors
for the onerations ond intelligence wvehicles have operated an average of
& hours o day. Repair parts, particulsrly renlacement engines sre not
availzble in the supply system at this time,

Obgervation: Support agencies must stock repair parts for this
rlece of eguiprent based on demand data generated by like unlts incountry.

Mermite Food Containers ~

Item (U} rdditional wermite foud sontainers.

PDisguesion: This bripgade has a policy to feed a hot meal daily
to units in forward aress, Mermite food contoiners are used for this
purpose, Resupply in the field is effected by helicopters which are
dependent upon favorable weather conditions. UWhen helicopters are unable
to pick up empty mermites fhe following morning, there is insufficient tims
to permit e¢leaning and refilling for the subsequent meal. Hence, the

hot meal cannot be sent to the field. C ration rmecls are then consumed
and the hoit mesl is wasted,

Dbservation: Each nmaneuver battalion should be given a double
issue of mermite food containers, The flevibilitv thus zained will ensure
that the daily feeding of 2 hot meal is not dependent uwon the
return of the mermites frowm the previous svening meal,
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Azrmor Repalr Parts

Item: (U) Ensmy mines have caused suspension damage to many
tracked vehicles, These vehicles, narticularly tanks have not alwaysu
been irmediately repairable due to shortape of susvension parts.

Discussion: The normal enemy mine will eause damaee that will
requirs replacement of six road wheels, three rosd wheel hubs with bearings,
two road wheel housings, one road wheel arm, snd eight track blocks to
effect repairs. The repaired vehicle will exverience future vroblems with

the suspension system, The traek life will be cut to soproximitely one
half that rormally exveected.

Obgervation: ‘rmor units deploying to RYI’ should have suspension
parts stockage based on the demand experience of this battalion,

Historieal fetivities

Ttan: (U) Colleection of historiesl items.

Discussion: Fluid ecormbat operations dictate a reguirement for
& sysiem thial pruvides a ecomplete and detalied acecourting or recording of
operations for historiesl purposes, This system should ineclude data on
unit locations, activities; and aspects of major contacts. The strength
authorlzation for the brigade 33 seetion dictates that an offiecer perform
in this capacity as an additional duty.

Observation: The daily staff log, supplemented bv excerpts -
from the SITREP provides the basis for the historiecal data, In addition,
& dally lor is maintained of locations within the A0 and dntes occupied
by units of the brigade., Lastly a staff officer is dispatched post haste
to any element that has undergone a heavy contact to gather first hand
all pertinent material, eye witness ststements, ground locations, dis-
position of forces, ete, from which a detailed report is mrepared.

VHF System
Item: (U) VHF system using delta band,

Discusgion: A line=of=gight condition is necessary for a good
VHF gystem using delta band. Experience has shown that it is best to use
this band only for short, line-ofesight systems. '

Observation: There is less chanee of interference with F¥ or
other VHF frequencies when delta band is used for this purpose.
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Statistical Summary £ Enery Personnel and Equipment Losses (U)

8..2)Personnel :
{1) k1A (BC) 546
(2) xir (Poss) 891
(3) wIA (BC) 135
(L) WIA (POSS) &70

(5) c1A 99

(6) RETURNEES _ 9

TOTAL 2,150
bo{)Weapons:

{1) Small arms 135

(2} Mutomatic
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89
(3) Crew served 17
TOTAL 241

¢.{U)Other equimment:

(1) Ammmition:

(a)
(b)
(e)

(1)
(3

Small arms

12, Tmom

HMG

TNT

Grenades

T5mn RR

57mn RR

BLO rktis=
81/82mm moriars

60rm mortars

CONFHEENHAL
UNCLASSIFIED

13;158 rds

1;9&2 rds

600 rds

325 1bs
289

80 rds

9 rds

20 rds

152 rds

70 rds
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(2} Chicom radios: 3 ea

(3) Chieon telephone:

(4) Rice: 15,063 kilos

L ea



[T

4

: Nl.ulolllllv BT

. GMISSVI0A0

9-,‘/- o0 WV T
9

Battlesipght Zero = M16EL Rifle

The battlesight zerc for the M16EL Rifle is 250 meters, To estab-
lish the batilesight zerc on your rifle, pace of? a 25 meter range {=pproxi-
mately 33 paces) select a suitsble tarret surface (& "C" ration box or
armunition box) draw a bull’s aye the size of the one below on the torget
surface, tske up a good supported Firing position; align your sights, aim
with the front slght centered in the notehed-out portion of the bullfs eys
and the bull’s eye sitting on the rear sight, and carefully squeeze off
three shots., If the center of the thrse round shot group is not st the
X, as indicated in the diagram below, adjust your sights to brine it on
the ¥ and fire a eonfivming thiree rounds. Your squad leader will assist
you if you need help adjusting your sights. GI'R*™TFED T DRING DOWN
¥CHARLIEY, THE NEXT TINE YOU GET HI¥M IN YOUR SIGHTS.




