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IN DECEMBER 1966 THE 30 BRIGADE TASK FORCE 0 ZSTH INFANTRY DIVISION COMPLETED 

OPERATION "PAUL REVERE" THROUGH PHASE IV 0 SETTING THE ARMY RECORD FOR THE 

LONGEST SUSTAINED COMBAT OPERATION. 

THE OPERATION 0 BEGUN MAY IOTH BY THE 30 BRIGADE TASK FORCE 0 25TH INFANTRY 
DIVISION 0 REACHED THE 230-0AY MARK ON 26 DECEMBER. THE PREVIOUS RECORD WAS 

t65 DAYS 0 SET BY THE 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION IN WORLD WAR II DURING THE PHILIPPI.NE 

CAMPAIGN. 

I 

SETTING SUCH A RECORD REQUIRED NEARLY 32 WEEKS OF FIELD CONDITIONS AND CONSTANT 

EXPOSURE TO COMBAT -- SOMETHING NEVER DONE FOR THIS LONG A TIME BEFORE. 

DURING THE OPERATION 0 FOUR MAJOR BATTLES AND COUNTLESS SKIRMISHES WERE 

FOUGHT BY THE 30 BRIGADE. THE "BIG FOUR" WEREI nTHE BATTLE OF 10 ALPHA" MAY 
29TH AND 30TH, INVOLVING ELEMENTS OF THE tST AND 2.ND BATTALION OF THE 35TH INFANTF 

PITTED AGAINST ELEMENTS OF AN NVA REGIMENT' "THE NEW BATTLE OF THE IA DRANGo" 

JULY 3t
0

ST THROUGH AUGUST mo. INVOLVING THE SAME ELEMENTS ON A LARGER SCALE; 
THE DEFENSIVE BATTLE OF 9 AUGUST IN WHICH A REPUBLIC OF KOREA INFANTRY COMPANY 

ANO A U.S. TANK PLATOON FROM THE IST BATTALION 0 69TH ARMOR STAVED OFF AN NVA 

REGIMENT; AND, "THE BATTLE FOR DRAGON CRATER 0 NOVEMBER t9TH 0 WHERE THE IST 
BATTALION 14TH INFANTRY FOUGHT AN NVA REGIMENT. 

IN THE LONG OPERATION 1 0496 ENEMY WERE KILLED BY BODY COUNT, 4~ NORTH VIETNAMESI 

WERE CAPTURED AND 534 OF THEIR WEAPONS WERE SEIZED. 

MEN OF THE 30 BRIGADE TASK FORCE ACQUIRED 5 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSSES 0 28 

SILVER STARS, 212 BRONZE STARS WITH "V"DEVICE 0 8 LEGION OF MERIT, AND ~ARMY 

COMMENDATION MEDALS WITH nvn. 

THE VALOR THEY DISPLAYED BROUGHT SOUTH VIETNAM'S PREMIER, NGYEN CAO KY, TO 

PLEIKU TWICE TO AWARD FOUR GALLANTRY CROSSES WITH PALM 0 THE HIGHEST AWARD 
VIETNAM HAS PRESENTED A FOREIGN SOLDIER. 

ON THE OTHER FRONT 0 CIVIC ACTION HAS ACTED TO FREE VILLAG.ES OF IGNORANCE AND 

POVERTY AND THE DICTATES OF COMMUNISM. THE 30 BRIGADE TASK FORCE ALONE HAS 

ISSUED 110 CASES OF CANNED GOODS, t,500 PIECES OF CLOTHING 0 NEARLY 185,000 POUNDS 
OF RICE AND 65 CASES OF SOAP. THEY RELEASED OVER 12-MILLION PROPAGANDA LEAFLET! 

OVER SUSPECTED ENEMY LOCATIONS. THEY'VE PAID OUT tt,000 PIASTERS (;9 0 300) IN 

RETURN FOR FILLED SANDBAGS AND CLEARED ROADS. 

THE BIGGEST ACHIEVEMENT OF "PAUL REVERE" IN THE CIVIC ACTION FIELD WAS THE 

FREEING OF SOME 400 MONTAGNARDS WHO HAD BEEN ENSLAVED BY THE VIET CONG IN 1962 

AND FORCED TO GROW RICE AND TRANSPORT SUPPLIES FOR THE NVA EVER SINCE. WHEN 

THE BRIGADE BEGAN OPERATIONS AROUND PLEI DJERANG 0 THE VC FLED AND 400 MONTAGNAR 
DRIFTED OUT OF THE MOUNTAINS AND BACK TO THEIR HOMES. THE 30 BRIGADE TASK FORC 

PROVIDED FOR THESE REFUGEES, UNTIL THEY COULD HARVEST A RICE CROP. 

OPERATION "PAUL REVERE" WAS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS TO DENOTE CHANGES IN OPERA 

TIONAL CONTROL. THE 30 BRIGADE TASK FORCE CONTROLLED "PAUL REVERE ·I AND ttl n 
EXCLUSIVELY AND PARTICIPATED IN II AND IV. THE IST AIR CAVALRY (AIRMOBIL..E) 
DIVISION CONTROLLED "II" AND THE 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION 0 COMMANDED BY MAJOR 

GENERAL ARTHUR s. COLLINS 0 n IV"• THE "BRONCO" BRIGADE HOWEVER 0 IS THE ONLY 
UNIT TO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN ALL. FOUR PHASES AND HAS COME TO CONSIDER "PAUL 

REVERE" ITS OWN. 
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