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FOREWORD __ _.._ 
The 1967 historical. supplement of the Cacti Green is presented with the 

hope that it may be of some service to those charged with the responsibility for 

development of tactical doctrine and troop training programs, and also with a 

view toward helping to perpetuate the battalion's proud record among past, pre-

sent and future members. 

An effort was made in the Training and Operations portion of the eupple-

ment to present the material in the most readable and understandable manner 

while highlighting certain actions which denbhstrate the successful application 

of tactics or problems peculiar to fighting in Vietnam. Thus, the action at 

Hoa Tan describes the successful employment of the 11 hamme:r and anvil" tactic, 

Diem Truong points out the hazards faced by f.he overzealous company commander 

who attempts the envelopment of a fortified village with his unit, while the 

episode of "Charging Charlies 11 reaffirms the effectiveness - under the proper 

conditions - of the traditional infantry assault, and so on. 

The fighting in Vietnam continues to bear out the validity of the nine 

principles of war, albeit the techniques of their application have in some cases 

altered radically. Particularly inviolate is the cardinal rule of strategy, 

"Be stronger at the decisive point"! The enemy understands this perfectly and 

devotes constant effort and no small a.IIbunt of skill to achieve this end, much 

to the occasional chagrin of the small unit leader, 

J-:·~s·:~o:-~r is basically the story of people and their actions. So here 

fo~(.::.0'•':3 t},e sto:r.y of the men of the Cacti Green - their nnments of glory, 

c:.1~d some ci.-: t:r3_1:l'\.:J.a"!:.ion-ln 1967. 

WILLIJ..M W. Th.YIDR JR. 
LTC, Inf an try 
Commanding 
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,.rnBREVIATIONS 

APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 

ARVN - J.~rmy of the Republic of Vietnam 

FAG - Forward Air Controller 

G,O. - General Orders 

LJ...W - Light Ji.ntitank Weapon 

LRRP - Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol 

LZ - Landing fune 

MEDCJ.P - Medical Civic Action l" rogram 

NVA - North Vietnamese Army (also known as PAVN, 
People's Army of Vietnam) 

TOE - Table of Organization and Equipment 

US!i.RP AC - United States Army Pacific 
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~T.J'TER 1 
ORG.tiNIZ.r.T:ON .Jm ••DMINISTRJ.TION 

SECTION I 
MTS:SION 
w•.._~ ...... -.-...-

To tlose w\t.h the e11e.y b,,7 1'\e,ns of fire and maneuver in order to destroy ··" 

or caph1re hill\ or to t11pe:l kl& as5a.tU.t by fire, close combat and counterattack. 

Rifle Companiea 

SSGTION II 
J3.GJ.il1lIZATION 

TOE 7-16E * 

TOE 7-18E * 
Combat Support Gompa~y TOE 7-178T * 
Significant changes in battalion organization: On 10 September 1967, one 

ctdditional rifle company (D) ruld a combat support compeny (E) were activated 

under tho provisions of USARPAG G.O. 149. 

SEC TIU:N III 
PERSONNEL 

Average strength of the battalion fluctuated between 700 and 750 men dur-

ing the first three quarters of 1967. The battalion average strength for the 

final qu;:,.rter was 854 due to the activation of an additional rifle company and 

the formation of the combat support compan;}r: Company strength throughout the 

year for all rifle companies averaged 150 men. 

The mcst signifj_ca.--it pers~nnel realignment of the year came with the 

activation of a fourth ~ifle company (along with the combat support company) 

on 10 beptember. This afforded the battalion commander nnre flexibility in 

the planning and cond:1ct of operations. 

ROSTER OF crn1J:'[i .. ~TJJERS ...ND PRINCIP hL STJ.FF OFFICERS 

BN CMDR 

LTC ROBERT C. KINGSTION, Jan-Feb 

~~ Modified by US,..RPJ..C G.O. 18, dtd 13 Jan 68. 
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BN XO 

:tv.U..J ROBERT M. DRUDICK, Jan-Jul 

I 
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~-~~ .. 

?·L>.J J,J.\fES E, MOORE JR., Feb--3,,ug 

LTC ROBERT G. KIMMEL, 41.ug-14.Nov 

LTC vJILLI1111 w. THYLOR JR.' 15Nov-J'.l..Dec 

lLT WILLI;.M M, DALEHITE JR., Jan-Jul 

CPT DONiJ..D R. P;'Jffi.ISH JR., .11.ug-Nov 

lLT ROGER G. Li~DD, 

MJ.,J GAROLD L. TIPPIN, 

~L-.J GERALD M. V'IYNN, 

MAJ JOHN ~. JOYCE, 

HHC 

CP T M;.RTIN P • KELLY, 

lLT D;. .. VID W, CLi.RK, 

Co B 

CPT EDGi.R L. NEALON, 

GPT K~'1NETH I. BARTON, 

CPT WILLIAM ; ... BJ.KER, 

CPT DONALD C. REH, 

CPT WOLFGii.NG B-JETTCHER, 

CPT GEORGE C, D1 .AVIGNON, 

Nov-Dec 

Jan-Sep 

Oct-Nov 

Dec 

Jan-i.ld.g 

.. ug-Dec 

Jan-Mar 

Mar-Jul 

i...ug-Nov 

Nov-Dec 

Sep 

Oct-Dec 

1-Li.J HENRY DOCTOR JR. , .rtug-Dec 

S-2 

CPT JiJ>!ES i. .... BURR, Jan-Sep 

lLT GLENN R. BOWMI.N, .i•ug-Nov 

lLT iiNTON BLOEl'1lkRD, Dec 

CPT WILLI1.M ;., B;.KER, Jan-Jul 

CPT JiJ<1ES H. BR1.GG, ,,ug-Oct 

CPT WOLFGi-tNG BOETTCHER, Nov-Dec 

CPT LimvDOD p. KNIGHT JR.' Jon-Feb 

CPT LLOYD YOSHINh, Feb-i.ug 

CPT Gf!iOFFREY D. ELLERSON, •• ug-Oct 

CPT CHh.RLES W. CHiJ'LINSKI, Oct-Dec 

Co c 

CPT JOS:EPH C;,UDILLO, 

CPT JOHN H. CLVENDER, 

CPT DhVID R. COLLINS, 

CPT JOHN K. 'IERRY, 

Jan-!1Iay 

May~Aug 
j 

SeP-:,Dec 

\ 
\ 

Sep-Dec\ 

BIOGRAPHICiJ... SKETCH OF B.i.TT;J,ION COMM ... NDERS 
I 

--.. ' i 
\ 
\ 

Note: Detailed biographical data on former commanders was not available '\ 

at this headquarters at date of preparation. 

* Companies D & E not activated u:n.t::..l 10 September. 
:.. - 2 
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;)::::J/\IM-'OY IYl.,.._,i..1-YI~ -'' ,_....._, -.J_...,, ,_.., ___ _ 

1. LTC R.OBF.R'J' C~ JC'1,rr.8'.l'QN JR., source of commission, USMA - '50. 

L1., LTC H:LT_.IA?~ \v o T/l_Y!_fi?. ,J'R.., I.'l'C Taylor was bo!'n in Richmond, Va. on 

.20 Ja1:'.l 1925. He entered the a:r:r.y in 191;.3 and served in World War II as an 

enlisted mc..n with the 95th Inf Div. Received a direct commission a.s 2LT, 

Infant.~1 on 9 Nay. 51, and serveC. lid.th the 45th Inf Div in Korea. LTC Tayle>r 

has had a broad background of infantry assignments 1 having served in all 

command positions through battalion level and as battalion S-3, battalion XO, 

and brigade XO. Prior to h5.s present tour in Vietnam, LTC Taylor served 

three years with the Infantry Branch, Officer Personnel Directorate. He is 

a 1964 p,raduate of the Army Command and General Staff College. 

· ..• ""!. 
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CH..PTER 2 
M.-.JOR ... cco~JPLISHMENTS 

SECTION I 
COlft!u.ND POLICIES 

Throughout the year a policy was scrupulously followed of allowin~ each 

company several days of "stand-down" time each nnnth as the ta.ctical situation 

warrante,. This en~bled the company comme.nder to concentrate on such areas as 

supply procedures, property accountability, unit ad.ministration, maintenance 

of equipment, formal training sessions and funds management. These stand-downs 

also provided the unit with a needed psychological break from the routine of 

ddi.ly c~mbat operations. 

SECTION II 
TR.i.JNHJG & OPEH.ii.TIONS 

Separate Secticn 

SECTION III 
LOGISTICS 

Not Used 

SECTION IV 
CIVIC hCTION & PUBLIC INFOJil.lli.TION 

.• 
The battalion attempted to integrate civil affairs activities into combat 

operations whenever pessible in addition to maintaining a separate civil affairs 

program. 

During the route security operations on Highway 19, sick calls were 

frequently held at villages along the route and soap distribution was also made. 

This program probably directly influenced the low number of sniping incidents 

which occurred along the battalion's assib'l'led sector of Highway 19. 

During Operation Thayer II the battalion medical section worked actively 

in the villages around Phu Cat, In the village of Phu Diem a particularly 

effective civic action project was completed, During the d~ily sick calls 

held at the village by the battalion MEOO.iJ' team it was noted that the village·. 
\ 
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..,_.,,,., ......... ····-·-···-··--· --- ------

had no readily accessible water supplye To obtain water for their daily needs 

the villagers had to travel one r.rl.le to the nearest source. 1~ team from the 

battalion began working with the villagers on a well digging project. The job 

took two months and required some fifty feet af digging before water was reached, 

but the project had a significant impact on the villagers. 

Mule the battalion was in the Due Pho area the battalion surgeon and med-

ical section worked closely with Vietnamese health workers in the local hospital. 

The surgeon made daily rounds of the fifty to seventy in-patients at the hospital. 

Battalion personnel also instituted a program of English classes in the Due Pho 

high school which were extremely well received. 

Wherr the b~tta.lion n.ove<"' to its forwni-d fire· bcise at Ll( P~ld;v in ~Tove'l'll_ber 

for Operation Wallowa, the civic action program in that area was consider~ 

ably reduced due to the unsettled tactical situation. However, various civic 

action a•tivities were continued in the trains area at Due Pho, On the Thanks-

giving and Christmas holidays some 30 children from the Rod Orphanage in Due 

Pho were guests of the battalion at a special meal in the field trains mess. 

iJ.l · during 1967 the battalion treated over 6,000 civilians during 

MEDC.iJ>e, assisted in the movement of more than 1,600 refugees to secure areas 

mid turned over some 150 tons of c~ptured rice to GVN officials to be used for 

refugee relief, 

2 - 2 



SFFTJmT II 

!ITew Year 1 s Day founrl the CC'cti r..reon .-t. the Pps"' r.cirip of Vic l1th Infantry 

Division at Pleikll. The batta.lion 1-\~.s .i.n the fin~l st.A.f"r>S nf' P rQute cle~r~.nce. 

and roetd security r.iis si"n r> lonp twenty m.: les o.f ill P:hwl" v Jo runninf'.' c:ist fro:m . ... 

Pleiku. This nren included th8 ominous Hpnrr Yenf! Pr-ss, site of t,he rPstrnctirin 

of Fr<mch Group Mohile 100 sorn.e thirteen :vecirs eerJ i r:>r rurin,.,. the Jmfochin:i 

i·far. However, ~pgressive n.<>trollinP' by thP. bettnli"l1 n0rth ..-nri srmt.h of' the 

hip.;hwny lrnpt the are.!). well cle~reCl of the ··merny enrl limiter1 "Cti rm to scAttPr~r1 

incir'!ents of sniner fire in tho 1~~nrr Yci.nrr Pci~3. 

On 3 J<ln.UA.r:V the bdtaJi"n was airlifterl to !in :-ire" ri-r ol'.'e .... r-tions eJ f'>VP.n 

kilometers southwest of Phu ~~'V in central 'Rinh ninh 'ProvincP tn foin OtY'r~tion 

Thayer II. ThP- b~.ttcilion hunched numerous serrch tin~ destroy o~P.r~tione 

and made frerment use of e>mbushes ;ind hloc kin!" nosi ti ans. T'·•o 1r-;. 0t rrmr.-

batt.r:lions, one n MB.in fore<> unit, were know:ri to be IJl"'P.r-"tinP' throu,.,.hout thP 

erer>. Enp:F_rrcments curinP: this periort were chrrl'ctrri ZPrl b'1.r Sll'~l 1 un1.t c0rit:.l'cts 

nurnerous cl'lve ~nd tunnel comnlexes util:i.zf"r1 exti:onsi v.-;lv h1r the en8"'1Y. 

Frequently, liberel cipnUcA.tio:ns of irritPnt t:S .,.es .... nr whitP n'hNinho:rcus 

grenade3 were required tc.; induce the eneiey to quit these lairs. 

On 11 :Pebru::>ry the bat tr linn moved tn J,7, UnJi ,...t, ten lri 1 l'"lmPtl?rs rrn,..t.h of 

Phu My, to por.tidoA.t"'l in Operetion PersMn11. nur:tn,,. th<=> f01Jm'in~ P]evAn ,,,1?.Aks 

units of the battP.lion concuctArl onerP.tirms in the ruP'P'ec hill 1,1.c>ss l<Ji0wn -"S 

Nui Vieu, lying eL'st of J7. Uplift nhout mir1way betwer:n TTj_17h1.rc>v 1 anr1 the 

sencoast. Durin17 this Perioci c?mphpsis was pJe,cen 0T1 .10int TT~-A~\/'TIT on0.,.t1.tions. 

Some fifteen coordinated search am4 r1rstrov oncr<'!M f'lns we:r<-' c0nr1ucte<'! with th!'! 

40th nnc. 4lst A'?VN Regiments by the rP..cti f!reen. In ~'arch the hci.ttPJion 
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conducted long range reconn.:i.iss<l.nce p.3.trol (LrtRPJ training for selected men 

from each company. The 11 .Llill.P ,':Jchool, 11 with emphasis on advanced techniques 

of patrolling, reconm.issance and small unit tactics sought to provide each 

company with a nucleus of experts in reconnaissance and patrolling techniques. ··"' 

HOA TAN 

The morning of March 6 began as another day of routine operations for 

units of the battalion. Alfa ~nct Bravo companies were conducting a village 

search at Chua Trieu Son loc.'.l.ted about ten kilol'.leters north-northe:ist of 1Z 

Uplift. Charlie Company started the day under the operatiom.l control of the 

Cornnarxling Officer of the 1st Bn, 14th Infantry conducting se1rch .'3.nd destroy 

operations in the area south of LZ Uplift. But events were already t<i.king 

place in Hoa T~n, a snnll village located about four kilometers to the 

northeast of ChU3. Trieu Son, which set tho_ stage for one of the l/35th's more 

resounding victories of the ye;c.r. A "Blue Tonm" (infantry platoon reaction 

force) from the 1st Sqtld.dron, 9th Cavalry wns lifted into position on a small 

rise about 200 meters suutheast of Hoa Tan at about 0735 hours after a gunship 

from Charlie Troop l/9th Ce::.v hud boen downed fifty rriinutes e::J.rlfor by heavy 

automatic weapons fire emanating from Hoa 'l'an. The Blue Te!lr'l irnnediately 

became heavily cng·'l.3ed with an enemy force occupying bunkers on the eastern 

cutskirts of the village. ,\t 10.30 hours, one plntoon of Alfn. Company 2/5th 

C::J.valry was lifted to a blocking position on a hill some 600 meters north of 

Hoa Tan. Imr.iodiately on l~nding the platoon crune under automatic weapons fire 

from the vill.::i.ge and suffered one casualty. !-hjor Jam8s E. Moore Jr., Col'!ll'!la-

oder of the Cacti Green
1 

w:i.s directed to divert ;i.lfa anc1 Br,'.WO Conpanies frorr. 

their village senrch oper~tion at 1045 hours and move then to Hoa Tan. The 

2 - 4 
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remainder of hlfa Conpany 2/5th Cav was lifted into positions north of Hoa 

Tan ~J ll30 huurs. 'l'hr0ugh0ut this period spor:1dic c0nta.ct had been r.i.aintained 

by the Blue Tea.n and several gunship strikes were called in on the enemy 
. .., 

bunker positions. 

By ll30 hours, i'..lf a and or,wo Companies were moving by foot north(iast 

toward Hoa Tan. One platoon from Alfa Company was disp::tchcd to LZ Anchor, 

about two kilometers northwest of Chua Trieu-Son, to secure the area so that 

J\lf'.1 Battery 2/9th i~rtillery (105rnrn Howitzer) could be lifted from Uplift to 

Anchor. 

At 1300 hours Barvo Company, moving up thrJ ro:i.d, h·':1.d reached a point some 

500 meters south of Hoa Tan. Here CPT Edgar L. Nealon, cornan~ing Bravo 

Company, split his force. The 1st and Jd pl.J.toons m3.I1euvered initially to the 

south•:=:ast, then north to come up on the snm.11 rise where the Blue Tear,i_ still 

held. Th.:;re the;r would block any at tempted enemy wi thdr:J.wal to the east. 'l'he 

remainder of Bravo Company punched north tow~rd Ho~ Tan proper. CPT Linwood 

P. Knight Jr., comr,J.3.nding Alfa Company, moved his force t0 the north1'mst, then 

east thrc;ugh n saddle on tho hills about 1500 r:J.cters west of lfoa Tan. Alfa 

Company then occupied blocking positions along the high ground covering 

possible escape routes to the south und west of Hoa Tan. 

At 1330 hours Major Moore assumed operational contr0l of all forces in the 

1.r~;a. Tho Blue Tea.u1 was extracted and placed in reserve. 

As the 1st and Jd platoons of Bravo C0r.-1pci.ny moved down the narrow ridge 

line toward the village, they cm:J.c under withering automatic weapons fire from 

the firmly entrenched enemy. The force withdrew 500 neters anr c~lled for 

further gunship strikes. Mennwhile CPT Nealon attacked Hoa Tan ~dth the 

remainder of his comp'.lny on two axes /1 to the west .:i.nd ea.st of the north-south 

2 - 5 
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road runnin~ through the villape. As they entered th8 villn~e the fightinf" 

increa?sed sharply. Fightin12' from well-concealed spirer holes and heci:vy 

bunkers, the enemy put up a. tenacious def Pnse. Bravo roJ":lPFJny pushed on, 

fighting for every foot. 

At 1545 hours,, C:harlie C0111pany, having been rele;:iserl fror:i oper~Monal 

control of the l/14th Infantry, was llfterl into a lanrlinf" zone five k:tlo:meters 

north of Hoa Tan. The r:ornpany immediately moverl to occupy bl(')ckinP- positions 

along the Bo Hop ridgeline which commanded the north ~nr1 north=~ast escape 

routes three kilometers north of Hoa 'ran. Bravo f'o:rnpany 7/t;th r.riv2lrir wcis 

liften into a blocld.ng position two kilometers to the northwest of the ville-Pe, 
" 

while the Blue Team was inserteo two kilol"leters north of' Ho<> 'l\<1n, blockinQ' the 

road from the hi~h grmmrl. 'Roth units were placerl unner tlie oner~tionel 

control of the battalion commanc'ler. 

By 1600 hours Alfa rornpany's blocking force Wl"s in 'Ol")Sition ci.nrl thP 

Howitzer Battery was set un on L'Z Anchor. Plockin~ ftres were c:::lleo in north 

of Alfa Corn~any's position. 

At 16.30 hours CPT ~.Tealon was wounderl em~ evacuciten. 'T'he Pr;wo ,.,omT')an;v 

force fighting in l-Ioc? Tan was still her:iv:lly enP'cio:erl at close qurirter-s. 

Casualties were mountinp. anrl ~ ... heir BJ11Tl1unit:i on suonly bef"ci.n tn rl,,_r:ln01e. ?r~vo 

Con-pany (-) withdrew and consolicicitefl in positions alonrr the ro.""rl to thP- '"'~st 

of Loa Tan to permit the evacuation of wounc1er'I cinrl AT"!muniti on rAsupnly. The 

lst and .3d platoons of f:lrAvo Cormanv moved cibnut 100 Meters snuti, tn link un . 
with ·i:;he remainner of the coppany. At lROO hour~ J..fn.1or u(')ore instMJcterl nrevo 

Company to break contact anrl withdraw to two maJor blockinp positions to the . 
east and west of the ro9d, about 500 meters south of the villaP"e. 'T'hrour-hout 

the night heavy fire Wa3 plc<>.ced on the villAf"e ;:-nrl cilnnt" orobc?ble esc.<tne routes 
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by the suppurting artillery. 

i·~t 0800 hours the following murning after ::. heo..vy artillery preparation, 

Bravo Company attacked north on two axes, while i1.lfC1 Company moved down to the 

low ground just wost of Hoa Tan to afford better fire supp0rt• Bravo Cor:ipany 

mot only light resistance. The village was quickly seized• The battle for 

Hoa Tan was over. 

The battlG had been waged D.g:iinst tho 3d, 4th and Weapons Companies of tho 

9th Bn, 18th Rog - a unit of tho 3d NVA (Yellow Star) Division. The lopsided 

vic-:-,ory cost the enemy eighty-four men killed an(! twenty crew-served and 

individual weapons captured. US losses were eight killed and fifteen wounded .. 

The men of Bravo Company were wearing J.rmored vests on thc3 dQy of the battle. 

This resulted in the saving of at least five lives. 

The timely application of battlefield ~ability and employment of supportil1/ 

firei'in•tnis engagem~nt coupled with the h~rd-hitting punch of the rifle 

company in the assult produced a notable victory in this classic example of the 

"hammer and anvil" tactic. 

On 20 .~pril, the battalic,n moved north surae forty miles to the Duo . ;c. 

Pho area of &outhern Quang Ngai Province to bec~me on~ of the units comprising 

Task Force Oregon. Opcrati~ns in tho Due Pho area suon carr~ to be character-

;_,,,.;d by vicious 1 close-in fighting, froquuntly in fortified villages. Prior 

-':.;J tho entry cf Task Force Oregon units into the area, the enemy ho.ct never not 

a"1y sorious sustain0d oppositicn and he controllod over eighty per ~.ent of the 

arsa.. It soon be ca.me evident that tho enemy here was nuch More willing to stay 

and fight fron his carefully prepared fortific':l.tions. Many of these were 

cc.nstructcd sturdily enough to withstand a direct hit from a 155P.1I!l howitzer. 

its j_f anxious to test this "new tinit", the enemy initi:i.t 1:;d a fir:ircc engagement 
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from within the fortified village of Thiep Sen on 22 1\pril. The C::i.cti Grerm 

was tried and not fcun:l_ wantir:g as the men of Ch1.rlio -1nd Bravo Crmp::i.nies and 

the Heccmnaissance Fl'.l.toon wrc::Jted the village frc1m th('J enemy 0n 23 April with 

the support of artillery ancl air strikes. Subsequently Bravo Ccmpany destroyed 

twe::.ty-two bunkers in Thiep Son, all having overhe.J.d ccver frcr:i three tu five 

feet thick. The b:lttle cost the enemy forty-seven dead while the battalion · 

los'.: five:: men killed. 

Training during this period focused on artillery forward observer skills. 
... .. 

A three dB-y class was initiated and conducted by the o.rtillcry li:lison officer. 

Fire mission requests an:1 adjustment of artillery were stressed. Two men from 

each company re~eivcd this training. A syste:r.i W.3.s rlevised of rotating nll 

rifle platoons through a J~ nay training cycle at LZ Montezuma. Emphasis 

was placed.on rifle marksmanship, battle drill, ambushes, patrolling, mines 

and bobby traps and map reading. 

DIEN TRUONG 

The dew still lay on the grnss as the men of ,~lf'l CoJ"'lp".l.ny jumpGd off 

nt 0600 hours on the morning of 22 May. CPT Lloyd N. Yoshina' s ri.cn '"r3re moving 

on the village of Dien Truong, located to the east of Highway 1, seventeen 

k'.J.oreters southeast of Due Pho. !~s the canp:my apprcachec3, the village from 

•;:.'J west they ca.me under persistent autor:iatic weapons fire frorr_ the village. 

V·T Yoshina decided to have his 1st and· 2d ·platoons m::meuver in a wide arc to 

~~~:e northenst to envelop Dien Truong fror:l the north. However this plan came 

tc rlc:.:tg1:-Jt as both platoons canG under intense fire and their attack stalled 

in t118 opnn rice pacidies north of the village. In an ::i.tte11pt to relieve the 

prw•suro on those platoons, the company cornm::i.n:ler moved with his 3d pl.1.toon 

across Highway 1 aw~ gained the outskirts of the village, there to be stopped 
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by withGring enemy fire from the me.ny bunkers throughout tho village. By 0830 

hours all elements cf !~lfa Co!"pc'lny \lrcrc pinned <'town. The;Jr were to remain ao 

fnr tho bet tcr p.'l.rt of the nc.l.l :' ut:r hours. 

With the support of gunsh:'.. p :-:trikes, Alfa Co1.p9.ny slowly began to extricatE 

its~~-.P from its precarious pos:Lt.2.o'1.. Me-'.lnwhile artillery began pounding the 

vi~.lage c,nd two air strikc;s were salled in on the hill mass to the northeast of 

Dfo':'l '!'ruong. Major Moore 3.lerted CPT Kenneth I. B::i.rton to prepare his Br:.vo 

Cor,j1:my for a combat o.ssult onto the high ground south of the vill3.ge to 

furt'.1er :c-8lieve the pressure on embattled ;.1fa. Bravo Ce;mpany was lifted in 

to t!w i:F'OCl on the suuthern hill slope without incident 3.t 0950 huurs, The 

corn:-i?:-J~- 5.!.rr::ediately attacked to their nurthwest; as they entered the southern 

porU0n of Dien Truong they o.lso becama hoavily engaged. 

Between 1500 an:l. 1600 hours four air strikes were called in c,n the north-

west sector of the village. By this time Alfa CoDp.3.ny h::i.rl. broken contact and 

withdrawn to the west of the village where they esto.blishcd a blocking position 

with three platoons on line. The F!1C controlling the air strikes reported 

observing thirty-three enemy borl ic s within the village. 

J~t 1730 hours Bravo Company 2/35th Infantry crunc unrer the cperation8:1 

c r,'.~•+-,rol of Major Moore. il.t 1815 hours' he h:i.d them lift Gd into the S'3.Me 

' 
r·.· ... :t 1·rhere Bravo Company of the Cacti Green had 13.ndec earlier. Bravo 2/3Sth 

\ 
il"'Jl'l.ediately naneuvercd t0 take up positions on the right flank of Brqvo 1/J?th. 

\ 
I 

i'c~ 1900 hours, CPT John C. Cavender 1s Ch:irlie Corap3.ny was lifted into the" 

:i:.-·:~;;, r·.·:.i»us one platoon used for battalion fire base security. Charlie Company 

occur-.'"'(, blocking positi0ns along the southeast sector of the village, tying in 

with Brc:.vo 2/35th 1 s right fl:mk. 

Dark:'.'lt)SS found Dien Trucng ringed. tv tho west ::md st...-uth by fuur rifle 
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companies. Continuous illurn.inJ.th,n anc artilbry .::i.ml gunship strike• covered 

the open gr .. ,unc tu the north of the villa6c, -whil(:) n platoon of tnnks on the 

e.astern shcre cf Ln Kho Lake laid down hC)aVJ' blocking fires on the eastern edge 

of the village. 

The following morning, behind three airstrikcs anG. a sr:toke screen, Alfa 

and Bravo C-'llnpanies joined in thG final assult of Dien Truong. They oet miner 

resistance thrcughout the norning anrl. by 1500 hours the village co0.plex Wil:'.5 

occupied. The thirty-two hour battle resulted in eighty-seven cmeny killecl. and 
'·· 

forty-nine '''eapons captured. Dien Truong servcc. as a warning to :i.11 corm:lanr.ers 

of the threat posed to a single rifle company in attempting to engage.; sinr:;le-

handedly .'.ll1 enemy force fighting frop .'l fortified village with every intention 

of staying. The lesson was not lost. 

Throughout June and into July the; b.:i.ttalicn cuntinuec. operations ainccl at 

clearing the eneny out of the Due Pho area anrl. preventing his r'3supply parties 

from keeping his forces in tho mountainous J.reJ. west .J.nd s~uth of Due Pho 

provisioned. SmG.11 unit nctic..ns <.md ar.ibushcs wcro used extensively. ;i.s the 

r.urnmor wore on the r.1ercury shot up anc~ stayed there. Ter:J.peraturelil in exces~ of 

100 degrees were tho norm. 

CH,i.RGING CH.11.RLIES CH "RGE 

On 15 July, CFT Cavender anc:'. his ChJ.rlic ConpJ.ny were operating in the 

rugged. terrain fifteen kiloneters suuthwest of Due Pho. The are.e. is character-

izod by steep hills, tho slopes uf which are ccv0rcd with thick jungle under-

growth, In most pLlces a r~cuble canopy conplctely shuts out th,3 sun. Charlie 

Coripany had bcoen working the area for two rlnys, ,".cting on an intelligence 

report that an NV.\ battalion w:.i,s operating in the .?.rea. The ter1.perature was 

an energy-s~pping.105 degrees. 
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Charlie Cor:ipany was 110ving scuth along two axes. The 2d and Jd platoone 

were on a high ridgeline with the company minus moving pB-rallel in the valley 

below. ,\t 1035 hours the 2d platoon under 2LT Anthony M. Hassa crune upon an 

ener.ry bunker from the rear. Surprised and unable to fight effectively since 

the bunker was oriented to fire d01,n the slope, the three enemy soldiers 

inside bolted and were killed by the platoon. All had been armed. The two 

platoons continued their cautious movement down the slope. Suddenly the whole 

area erupted in a blaze of fire - the enemy had allowed the point squad to come 

within twenty meters of the well-camouflaged bunkers before engaging them. 

According to PSG Jack H·. Jasper, 2d platoon sergeant, "The fire was so intense 

that no one could move - if he did he was hit." 1 The platoon suffered nine 

wounded in the first minutss, but r:ianaged to gain fire superiority over the 

ener.iy, firing their M-16 1 s, machine guns, and sixteen LAW 1 s (Light imtitank 

Weapon). \ 
\ 

Meanwhile the Jd platoon was maneuvering to the left in an attempt to 

flank the enemy positions. However they soon became heavily engaged also. 

2LT James H. Smith, Jd platoon leader, was hit twice leading an assult on one 

of the bunkers. In just one of the many acts of valor performed by Cacti Green 

medics that day, SP4 Lawrence W. Ireland, the 3d platoon medic, braved enemy 

fire to carry his wouncled platoon leader back to a covered position where his 

wounds cculrl. be treated. 

By 1200 hours, CPT Cavender was maneuvering his 1st and 4th platoons up 

the ridge in an attempt to close the pincer on the enemy. Their forv.rard 

progress was greatly hampered by the dense foliage. Two squads from the 1st 

platoon were detached and sent to a small knob to the east of the enemy 

1. "Charging Char lies Charge," MAJ G.L. Tippin, HQ 1/35 lliF, 15Jul67, p2 
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position as a blocking force to the north of the enemy. While moving forward 

to reconnoiter the enemy positions a squad from the 1st platoon came under 

heavy autoriatic weapons fire from previously undetected bunkers, resulting in 

~everal casualites. 

At 1230 hours a squad from the 2d platoon pulled back 100 meters to clear 

a landing zone for an ammunition resupply and the evacuatiGn of wcunded. 

The 3d platoon maneuvered into posit ic.;n to employ their I .AW s, and 

knocked out the bunkers to their immediate front. But now the platoon was 

receiving heavy fire from further to their east. Due to the distance at which 

the battle had been joined and the dense overhead foliage, the employment of 

supporting artillery and gunship fires was not feasible. 

By 1400 hours the disposition of Charlie Company was: 2cl, and 3d platoons 

to the west of the enemy positions, 2 squads of the 1st platoon on the knob to 

the enemy's east, an:l. the remainder of the 1st platoon with the 4th platoon and 

coml)3.ny command group to the north. The gap to the south was effectively 

covered by fire from the two squads on the eastern kncb. 

Charlie Company now concentrated on neutralizing the remaining bunkers 

with L/Ms and a 90rrm recoilless rifle, but the effort W3.S hampered by the dense 

vegetation. The company continued to take casualties and had suffered seven:- ·· 

teen wounded by this tine. CFT Cavender decided to take the bunkers with a 

frontal assult. At 1600 hours, using the 2d and 3d platoons to put down a base 

of fire, Cavender led his renaining force in the final assault~ The infantry 

line rose as one. They stormed the enemy bunkers in a frenzy, shouting 

and acreruning at the top of their lungs. So violent was the attack that some 

of the enemy broke and attempted to flee while others were found cowering in 
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the:ir positions. Using grenades and heavy fire the men soon took their 

objective losing only one man during the final rush. The position consisted 

of five large bunkers arranged in a circle. · In anci around the bunkers were 

fuund twenty-five enemy bodies along with fifteen weapons. After the battle 

CPT Cavender said, "The longer we stayed where we were, the more casualties 

we were taking. I have never seen enemy fire so accurate. It seemed like 

every tire a man moved he was hit. We were too close for artillery and air, 

and we couldn't pull back without taking a lot of casualties. Charlie was , 

surprised when we charged. Once we started our assault, I knew that it would 

soon be over, an:i victory was ours.2" 

This action by Charlie Co~pany bears testimony to the fact that, even 

denied the use of his heavy supporting fires, the well-trained, aggressive 

American infantryman is more than a match for the enemy. 

The battalion continued to participate in Operation Baker until 4 October. 

Acti0n during August and September continued to be on the small scale order, 

with numerous village sweeps and ,'3J!l.bushes being conducted. However, the enemy 

never ventured another sizeable encounter with the battalion. By the time the 

Cacti Green departed Due Pho on 4 October to join Operation "!r·Theeler in Tarn Ky 

(southern Quang Nam Province) the Viet Cr;ng yoke on Due Pho had been broken. 

During Oper-ation l11heeler (4 Oct - 3 Nov) the battalion was under the 

opsratit;nal control of the 1st Bde, lOlst Abn Div. Operating from LZ Marylou, 

the companies ccnducted extensive search and destroy operations, sweeps and 

ambushes. On 9 - 10 October, Alfa Comps.ny encountered several squad size 

elemen~s three kilometers northwest of LZ Marylou. In the ensuing fight 

2. Tippin, op. cit., p.7. 



twenty-four ener.iy were killed, while ele.r:1ents of two platoons of Alfa Company 

were hard hi'E in an anbush, losing eight men killed arn~ ten wounded. On 

20 October a small measure of vengeance was extracted when the Reconnaissance 

Platoon killed an NVA officer armed with a CAR-15 which had been taken from 

a lieutenant killed in the 10 October action. 

On 4 November the battalion left the Tam Ky area, jumping north twenty-

five miles to LZ Baldy, near Hoi /1.n. For the remainder of the year the Cacti 

Green participated in Operation Wallowa under operational control of the 

Commanding Officer, 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry Divisicm (llirmobile). Major 

contacts with the enemy during the Operaticn Wallowa action were d.th elements 

of the 2d NVA DiYision. These contacts were·-characterized by sharp, relatively 

shor+. bo.tt les in which the enemy permitted US troops to advance to within very 

short distnnces 0f their concealed positions before initiating action. Such 

tactics frequently gave the enemy the initial advantage of surprise and 

effectively limited our use of supporting fires. Operations conducted in the 

new area of operations included night patrols, ambushes aml search and 

destroy operations. 

THON HAI 

On the morning of 9 November Alfa Company, under CPT Charles W. 

ChQ,pliM'ki .Jr., was advancing toward the village of Thon Hai about twenty-one 

J.:.~-1.0111.=o-:.:.ers southwest of LZ Baldy, aboard armored personnel carriers of Bravo 

'I'~~nc';: ? ~~st Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry Regiment. Suddenly the column was 

tc:i.lzPil ll".'r,er heavy recoilless rifle, I!lortar and automatic weapons fire from the 

Two of the APC 1 s were destroyed almost immediately. Dismounting his 

men~ C~~ Chaplinski deployed his company and the supporting 1iPC 1 s on a broad 

front to the northeast of Thc.,n Hai. 
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Ji.t this juncture LTC Robert G. Kir.rrnel, battaliun c0mmander, instructed 

the cummander of Bravo CoIJ.pany, CPT D0nald c. Reh, to riove his unit to an area 

southeast of the village and set up a blocking positi0n. Bravo Company was 

located ~bout 350 meters from the outskirts of the village; during this 

naneuver the company received sniper fire and sustained a few casualites. 

At this time Alfa Company with Bravo Troop 1/14 Cav in support attempted 

to move against the enemy positions, but were held up by intense enemy fire. 

During the afternoon, LTC Kimmel instructed 1llfa Company and Bravo Troop 
~- -

to pull back while air strikes were brought in on the enemy positions. While 

these were in progress, Charlie Company, 2/12th Cavalry was lifted into the 

area and established a blocking position on the high grcund tc the south of the 

village. 

,\lfa Company along with Bravo Troop remained under enemy fire until 

darkness fell. During the night blocking fires and flare ships were employed 

extensively to interdict enemy escape routes. 

At dawn on 10 November, Charlie Company, 2/12 Cavalry swept the enemy 

positions meeting no resistance. Enemy casualties were thirty-eight killed. 

Two 75nnn recoilless rifles were destroyed and a third was captured along with 

an rtPG-2 rocket launcher. 

Throughout this period units received training as they rotated through 

periodic "stand-downs" and such activities as zeroing of individual weapons, 

classes on artillery forward observer procedures, ambushes and ratrolling, and 

mines and booby traps. Also during these periods comprehensive briefings on 

the intelligence and operc.tions situations were given by the battalion S2 and 

SJ to key unit personnel. 

On the morning of 14 November tra~edy struck as the battalirn comr.iand 
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and control helicopter was shot dcwn by enemy grourrl fire enroute to Alfa 

Company's loc'.:lthn fifteen rriiles southwest of LZ Balc1y. Everyone ·aboard the 

ship was killed in the crnsh, incluc.ing the battalic·n commander, SJ, liaison 

officer and artillery liaison officer. The battalion was placed under the 

operational central of the commanding officer 2/1.2th Cavalry. 

On the 15th of November LTC William W. Taylor Jr., a combat veteran of 

two wars arrived to take charge and it was back tc business as usual for the 

men of the Cacti Green. 

THE ELUSIVE FOE 

On 27 November the enemy graphically demonstrated his vaunted ability to 

find and slip throtigh any opening left uncovered in an encirclement. The 

action that· day had developed with Alfa Company running into stiff opposition 

from a well dug-in enemy force abcut seventeen kilometers southwest of LZ 

Baldy. Since CPT David R. Collinst Charlie Company har also combat assulted 

into the sar.i.e area, LTC Taylor instructed CPT Collins to try to flank the enemy 

position. Charlie Company completed this maneuver but was unable to sweep the 

enemy positions because of heavy automatic weapons fire. Just before darkness, 

Bravo Company l/7th Cavalry, under operational control cf the battalion 

commander, moved to occupy a blocking position on the enemy's other flank. As 

darkness fell it appeared the enemy was boxed in, with Alfa Cumpa.ny to the 

north and west, Charlie Company to the scuth, and Bravo Company l/?th Cav on 

the east. However, Alfa Company had lost radio communication with a nine man 

element on their extreme left flank. During the night illumination w~s kept 

on the enemy positions, but blocking fires were not employed because of the 

unknown status of the missing ;.\lfa Company men. Under the cvver of darkness, 

the NVA troops slippe<l away thrcugh the unguarded sector where the cut off 
I 
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element was located. Fhen the group was recoverect the following morning, one 

of the men reported witnessing forty-one enemy troops slip out of their 

positions and disappear pa.st him into the nissht. 

On 2 December the battalion engaged in a joint opr3ration with the navy in 

conducting a broad sweep of an area from approximately seven kiloireters inland 

out to the coast. A Navy swift boat blocked the coast and forced back al~ 

small craft attempting to flee from the area so that identificatic·n checks of 

their occupants cuuld be conducted by the infantryrren on the shore. The 

operation resulted in twenty enemy killed and docunients and medical supplies 

uncovered with otu- losses being six men.wounded. 

NO SUPPER FOR CHARLIB TONIGHT 

One of the year's more spectacular actiona began as a rcutine mission for 

Bravo Company. On the morning of 9 December, CPT Reh and his company were 

lifted into an area about six kilometers northwest of LZ Baldy on a search and 

destroy mission. Almost .immediately they spotted five enemy soldiers 

attempting to flee. Gunships were called in and ki l lec1 the five. ht the same 

time scout helicopters from the l/9th Cavalry spotted_ a. lar~e enemy cc•ncentr-

ation attempting to escape the 3.rea along a stream bed to the northwest. Bravo 

Company was instructed to pursue the force up the stream be<i. Hore gunships 

were called in and commenced strafing runs along the stream bed, killing large 

numbers of the fleeing enemy. Bravo Company kept the pressure on the enemy, 

occasionally receiving small arms fire from scattered pockets of resistance 

which were quickly neutralized. 

1\t noon, CFT Chaplinski 1 s /1lfa Company w_.s alerted for a combat assault 

in an area about three kilometers northwest of Bravo Company~ Their mission 

was to establish a blocking force along the stream and then to ~weep tu the 
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southeast along both sictes of the stream to effect a link up with Bravo 

Company. Alfa landed at 1315 ho:u·:'3 arrl proceeded according to plan, killing 

six enemy in their advance. 

The two units made contact later in the afternoon. All the while the 

companies were advancing toward each other, gunships cngai;;ed the remaining 

enemy between them. When the action terminated seventy-six enemy had been 

killed by the gunships and sixteen more by the companies at a cost of one US 

soldi.er wc;unded. Ten enemy were also captured. 

From interrogation of the prisoners it was learned that the gathering had 

bee~ a rice distribution meeting with representatives from various NVA and VC 

unHs in attendance to pick up their ration. The initial assault of Bravo 

Company caught them completely by surprise. The relatively open terrain and 

the enemy's channelized escape route ma.de them easy prey for the gunships and 

two rifle companies employed. 

The remainder of 1967 saw a continuation of combat o:perations in the 

vicinity of LZ &.ld.T<> The battalion enjoyed a brief respite during the 

Christmas truce as they prepared to besin a new year. 

The men of the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry can look back v~th pride on 

their record during 1967. The year sat· the battalicn displo.ce over two 

hundred miles, fighting from the central highlands cf Pleiku to the coastal 

plain from Phu Cat to Hui h.n. The battalion successfully coped with all the 

problems peculiar to the Viet Nam fighting - monsoon rains, se:,ring he3.t, and 

maintenance of a high state of combat readiness in units faced with a continuot::::: 

integration of replacement personnel and perennial shortage of experienced 

leaders o In the final analysis, the perfonnance of o.n infantry unit in Vietna.rri 

is judged by the number of enemy killed in relatiun to its uwn losses. In 
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1967 men of the Cacti Green killed 1019 enemy while losing 113 of their own. 

Three hundred members of the l:Jatta.lion w;re recommenrlec1. for awards for 1lalor 

during the year, including six::r --- one for the Silver Star, three for the 

Distinguished Service Cross, and one for the Cc,ngressichal Medal of Honor. 

Their record speaks for itself~ 
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