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FOREHORD

The 1967 historical supplement of the Cacti Green is presented with the
hope that it may be of some service to ﬂhose charged with the responsibility for
development of tactical doctrine and troop training programs, and also with a
view toward helping to perpetuate the battalion's proud record among past, pre-
sent and future members,

An effort was made in the Training and Operations portion of the supple-
ment to present the material in the most readable and understandable manner
while highlighting certain actions which dembnstrate the successful application.
of tactics or problems peculiar to fighting in Vietnam. Thus, the aetion at
Hoa Tan describes the successful employment of the "hammer and anvil® tactic,
Diep Truong points out the hazards faced by the overzealous compahy commander
who attempts the envelopment of a fortified village with 'his unit, while the
eplisode of "Charging Charlies" reaffirms the effectiveness -~ under the proper
conditions ~ of the traditional infantry assault, and so on.

The fighting in Vietnam continues to bear out the validity of the nine
principles of war, albeit the techniques of thelr application have in some cases
altered radically., Particularly inviolate is the cardinal rule of strategy,
"Be stronger at the decisive point"! The enemy understands this perfectly and
devotes constant effort and no small amount of skill to achieve this end, much
to the occasional chagrin of the small unit leader,

Iistery is basically the story of people and their actions. So here
foliows the story of the men of the Cacti Green - their moments of glory,

ard some of tribulation-in 1047,

WILLIAM W. TAYIOR JR.
LTC, Infantry
Commanding
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ABBREVIATIONS

APC ~ Armored Personnel Carrier

ARVN =~ irmy of the Republic of Vietnam
e FAC - Forward Air Controller

G,0, «~ General Orders

LAW - Light Antitank Weapon

LRRP - Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol

LZ - Landing Zone

MEDCAP - Medical Civiec Action P rogram

NVA ~ North Vietnamese Army (also known as PAVN,
People's 4Army of Vietnam)

TOE - Table of Organization and Equipment

USLRPAC ~ United States Army Pacific
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CEAPTER 1

ORGuNIZATION JND 4DMINISTRATION

SECTION I
MT.SSION

Te close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver in order to destroy
Wy,
or capture him or to repel his assanlt by fire, close combat and counterattack.

SZGTION II

DAGANTIZ2ATION
Headquarters cn? tsuicraiters Company TOE 7-16E *
Rifle Companies TOE 7-18E ¥
Combat Support Comparny TOE 7-178T *

Significant changes in battalion organization: On 10 September 1967, one
additional rifle company (D) and a combat support csempany (E) were activated
under the provisions of USARPAC G,O0, 149.

SEGTION III
PERSONNEL

Average strength of the battalion fluctuated between 700 and 750 men dur-
ing the first three quarters of 1967. The battalion average strength for the
final quarter was 854 due to the activation of an additional rifle company and
the formation of the combat support company: Company strength throughout the
year for all rifle companies averaged 150 men,

The mnst significant perssennel realignment of the year came with the
activation of a fourth rifle company (along with the combat support company)
on 10 September. This afforded the battalion commander more flexibility in

the planning and conduct of operations,

ROSTER OF CQMLMDERS ~ND PRINCIPAL STiFF OFFIGERS

BN CMDR : BN XO
LTC ROBERT C. KINGSTION, Jan-Feb MiJ ROBERT M. DRUDICK, Jan-Jul

% Modified by USiRPAC G,O. 18, dtd 13 Jan 68.
1-1
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MiJ J.MES E, MOORE JR., Fcb-3aug MiJ HENEY DOCTOR JR., sug-Dec
LTC ROBERT G. KIMMEL,  Liug-liNov

LTC WILLIAM W, TuYLCR JR., 15Nov-3lDec

51 52
R 1LT WILLI:M M, DALEHITE JR., Jan-dJul CPT JiMES n. BURR, Jan-Sep
CPT DONALD R. P.RRISH JR.,  aug-Nov 1LT GLENN R. BOWMiN, iwug-Nov
1LT ROGER G. LaDD, Nov—Dec 1LT ANTON BLOEMHsRD, Dec
$=3 Sch
Mnd GAROLD L. TIPPIN, Jan~Sep CPT WILLIAM 4, BAKER, Jan-Jul
Mad GBRALD M. WYNN, Oct~Nov CPT JiMES H., BRiGG,  .ug-Oct
Mad JOHN A. JOYCE, Dec CPT WOLFGANG BOETTCHER, Nov-Dec
CPT M.RTIN P, KELLY, Jan~nug CPT LINWOOD P, KNIGHT JR., Jan-Feb
1LT DAVID W, CLiRK, aug-Dec CPT LLOYD YOSHINA, Feb~iwug
CPT GEOFFREY D. ELLERSON, .ug-Oct
CPT CHARLES W. CH#PLINSKI, Oct-Dec
Go B | Go G |
CPT EDG4R L. NEALON, Jan-Mar CPT JOSEPH C..UDILLO, Jan-—ﬁay
CPT KENNETH I. BARTON, Mar—Jul CPT JOHN H. CiLVENDER, May-;Aug
CPT WILLIAM i. BALKER, Aug-Nov CPT DAVID R. COLLINS, Sep-);Dec
CPT DONALD C, REH, Nov-Dec \f.,
CPT WOLFGANG BOETTGHER, Sep CPT JOHN K., TERRY, Sep-Dec

CPT GEORGE C, D'AVIGNON, Oct~Dec
BIOGRAPHICuL, SKETCH OF BATTALION COMM..NDERS

|
Note: Detailed biographical data on former commanders was not available

at this headquarters at date of preparation.

* Compames D & E not activated unt 51 10 September,
.1. b 2
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1., LTC RORERT ¢, KTNGSTON JR., source of commission, USMA -~ '50,

2, MAT SO DL OERL %, . scurce of commission, USMA - '54.

3, ITC ROBART G, ¥NDTL. soaree of commizsion, USMA - 152

i, LTC WILLIAM W. TAYTOR JR., ITC Taylor was born in Richmond, Va. on
20 Jan 1925, He entered the arry in 1943 and served in World War II as an
enlisted man with the 95th Inf Div., Received a direct commission as 2LT,
Infartry on 9 May 51, and served with the 45th Inf Div in Korea, LTC Tayler
has had a broad background of infantry assignments, having served in all
command positions through battalion level and as battalion S-3, battalion XO,
and brigade X0, Prior to his present tour in Vietnam, LTC Taylor served

three years with the Infantry Branch, Officer Personnel Directorate, He is

a 196L graduate of the Army Command and General Staff College.
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CH4PTER 2
MaJOR ~#CCOMPLISHMENTS

SECTION I
COMMLND POLICIES

Throughout the year a policy was scrupulously followed of allowing each
company several days of "stand-down'" time each month as the tactical situation
warranted, This enebled the company commander to cencentrate on such areas as
supply procedures, property accountability, unit administration, maintenance
of equipment, formal training sessions and funds management, These stand-downs
also provided the unit with a needed psychological break from the routine of

daily combat operations.

SECTION II
TRAINING & OPERALTIONS

Separate Secticn

SECTION III
LOGISTICS

Not Used

SECTION IV
CIVIC ACTION & PUBLIC INFOHMATION

5y

The battalion attempted to integrate civil affeirs activities into combat
operations whenever pessible in addition'to maintaining a separate civil affairs
program,

During the route security operations on Highway 19, sick calls were
frequently held at villages along the route and soap distribution was also made,
This program probably directly influenced the low number of sniping incidents
which occurred along the battalion's assigned sector of Highway 19,

During Operation Thayer II the battalion medical section worked actively
in the villages around Phu Cat, In the village of Phu Diem z particularly
effective civic action project was completed. During the daily sick calls

held at the village by the battalion MEDC.P team it was noted that the village-

2 -1
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had no readily accessible water supply. To obtain water for their daily needs
the villagers had to travel one mile to the nearest source, 4 team from the
battalion began working with the villagers on a well digging project. The job
took two months and required some fifty feet of digging before water was reached,
but the project had a significant impact on the villagers.

| While the battalion was in the Duc Pho area the battalion surgeon and med-
ical section worked closely with Vietnamese health workers in the local hospital,
The surgeon made daily rounds of the fifty to sevemty in-patients at the hospital,
Battalion personnel also instituted a program of English classes in the Duc Pho
high school which were extremely well received,

Whem the bottalion rmoved to its forward fire base at L7 P2ldy in Yovember
for Operation Wallowa, the civic action program in that area was considere
ably reduced due to the unsettled tactical situation. However, various civiec
action aetivities were continued in the trains area at Duc Pho. On the Thanks~
giving and Christmas holidays some 30 children from the Rod Orphanage in Duc
Pho were guests of the battalion at a2 special meal in the field trains mess.

Al during 1967 the battalion treated over 6,000 civilians during
MEDCxPs, assisted in the movement of more than 1,600 refugees to secure areas

and turned over some 150 tons of captured rice to GWN officials to be used for

refugee relief,



‘ UnLLADSIIEL

b Authadity ’Vﬁ/p 3}7/ZSL,I
!5,4{[7/” KAPA D2 g[’ {2y i

SECTION TY

Training & Qperations

New Year's Day found the Cecti Greon -t the Rase Comp of the Lth Infantry
Division at Pleiku. The battalion wns in the fin=1 stages of 2 route clezrance
and road security mission alonge twenty miles of Hichwrv 19 runnine east from
Pleiku., This area included the ominousvﬂann Yeng Prss, site of the destruction

of French Group Mobhile 100 some thirteen years ezrlier durine the Tndochina

Var. However, apgressive natrolling by the bettnlion north #nd south of the
highway kept the ares well clesred of the enemv end limited ~ction to scatteren
incidents of sniver fire in the Mane Yane Poss,

On 3 January the battalion was airlifted to »n ~rer of omerstions eleven
kilometers southwest of Phu My in central Rinh MNinh Province to 4nin Ovb-ration
Thayer II. The battalion l»unched numeroﬁé serrch and destrov operations
and made fremient use of ambushes and blocking nositions. Two Viet Cone
battslions, one a main force unit, were knowr to be oreratine throurhout the
erenr, Engspgements durine this period were chorezcterized by sm2ll unit contacts
involving a smuad or less of the enemv, Scettrred thronrhout the ares were
numerous cave »nd tunncl comnlexes utilized extensivelv bv the enemy,
Frequently, libersl epnlications of irritant S ~es ~n” white phosnhorcug
grenacdes were required tc¢ induce the enemy to quit these lairs.,

On 11 Februery the battalion moved to 17 Unli“t, ten ldilometers north of
Phu My, to porticioate in Operztion Pershineg. Murine the fnllovine eleven weeks
units of the battelion conducted onerations in the rureed hill mass known os
Nui ¥Mieu, lving east of I7 Unlift about misdway betwern iehwov 1 and the
seacoast. During this period émnhasis was placed on ioint TS-ARVN onerations,
Some fifteen coordinated search and destrov oncrations were conducted with the

LOth and Llst ARVN Regiments by the Cacti Creen. TIn March the hattelion

2 -3
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conducted long range reconnaissance patrol (LoRP) training for selected men
from each company. The "LKRP Schooi," with cmphasis on advanced ‘techniques
of patrolling, reconnaissance and small unit tactics sought to provide cach
company with a nucleus of experts in rcconnaissance and patrolling techniques.
The morning of March 6 began as another day of routine operations for
units of the battalion., Alfa znd Bravo companies were conducting a village
search at Chua Trieu Son located about ten kilometers north-northeast of LZ
Uplift. Charlie Company started the day under the operational control of the
Cormarding Officer of the 1lst Bn, 1l4th Infantry conducting search and destroy
operations in the area south of LZ Uplift. But events were already taking
place in Hoa Tan, a small village located about four kilometers to the
northeast of Chua Trieu Son, which set the stage for one of the 1/35th's more
resounding victories of the ysar. A "Blue Team" (infantry platoon reaction
force) from the lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry was lifted into position on a small
rise about 200 meters southeast of Hoa Tan at about 0735 hours after a gunship
from Charlic Troop 1/9th Cav had been downed fifty minutes earlier by heavy
autcomatic weapons fire emanating from Hoa Tan. The Blue Team immediately
became heavily engaged with an enemy force occupying bunkers on the eastern
cutskirts of the village. 4t 1030 hours, one platoon of Alfz Company 2/5th
Cavalry was lifted to a blocking position on a hill some 600 meters north of
Hoa Tan., Immediately on landing the platoon came under autcmatic weapons fire
from the village and suffered one casualty. Major James E., Moore Jr., Comma-
nder of the Cacti Greeq,wns directed to divert ilfa and Braove Companies from

their village search operation at 1045 hours and move them to Hoa Tan, The
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remainder of slfa Company 2/5th Cav was lifted into positions north of Hoa

Tan by 1130 hours, Throughout this period sporadic contact had been maintained
by the Blue Team and scveral gunship strikes were called in on the eneny

bunker positions.

By 1130 hours, Alfa and prave Companies were meoving by foot northezast
toward Hoa Tan. One platoon from Alfa Company was dispztched to LZ Anchor,
about two kilometers northwest of Chua Trieu-Son, to secure the area so that
Alfa Battery 2/9th Artillery (105mm Howitger) could be lifted from Uplift to
Anchor, |

At 1300 hours Barvo Company, moving up ths road, had reached a point some
500 meters south of Hoa Tan, Here CPT Edgar L. Nealon, cormandiing Bravo
Company, split his force. The 1lst and 3d platoons maneuvered initially to the
southeast, then north to come up on the small rise where the Blue Team still
held. There they would block any atteﬁpted enemy withdrawal to the east. The
remainder of Bravo Company punched north toward Hoa Tan proper. CPT Linwood
P, Knight Jr., commanding A1fa Company, moved his force tc the northwest, then
cast through a saddle on the hills about 1500 mcters west of Hoa Tan. Alfa
Company then occupied blocking positions along the high ground covering
possible cscape routes to the scuth and west of Hoa Tan.

At 1330 hours Major Moore assumed operational ccntrol of all forces in the
arza. The Blue Team was extracted and placed in reserve,

As the 1st and 3d platoons of Bravo Company moved down the narrow ridge
line toward the village, they came under withering automatic weapons fire from
the firmly cntrenchcd enemy. The force withdrew 500 meters and called for
further gunship strikes. Méanwhile CPT Nsalon attacked Hoa Tan with the

remainder of his company on two axes, to the west and east of the north-south
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road running through the village., As they entered the villare the fichting
incressed sharply. Fightine from well-concealed spider holes and heavy‘
bunkers, the enemy put up a tenacious def@nse. Rravo Compeny pushed on,
fighting for every foot.

At 1545 hours, Charlie Company, having been relersed from operational
control of the 1/14th Infantry, was iifteﬁ into a2 landine zone five ¥llometers
north of Hoa Tan, The Company irmediately moved to occupy blockine positions
along the Bo Hop ridgeline which commandgd the north and northeast escape
routes three kilometers north of Hoa Tan. Bravo Mompany 2/5th Cavalrv was )
lifted into a blocking position two kilometers to the northwest ?f the villare,
while the Blue Team was inserted two kilometers north of Hoa Tan, blockineg the
road from the hich ground. Roth upits were placed under the onerationel
control of the battalion commander, |

By 1600 hours Alfa Company's blocking force was in onsition and the
Howitzer Battery was set un on 1Z Anchor. Plockine fires were called in north
of Alfa Company's position.

At 1630 hours CPT Nealon was wounded and evacuated, The Pravo Pgmnany
force fighting in Hoa Tan was still heavily enrased at close auarters,
Casvalties were mounting and their ammunition supnly becan to dwindle., Pravo
Corpany (=) withdrew and consolideted in positions alones the road to tﬁe onst
of Tioa Tan to permit the evacuation of woupde” and armunition resupvly. The
1st and 3d platoons of Rravo Connqnv moved zbout 100 meters south to 1ink un
with the remainder of the company. At 1R0C hours Majlor oore instructed Rravo
Company to break contact and withdraw to two major blocking posi?ions to the

east and west of the road, about 500 meters south of the villare. Throurhout

the night heavy fire was placed on the villace 2nd alone probable escane routes
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by the supporting artillery,

At 0800 hours the following murningvafter = heavy artilleryipreparation,
Bravo Company attacked north on two axes, while Alfa Company moved down to the
low ground just west of Hoa Tan tc afford better fire supporti Bravo Company
met only light resistance. The village was quickly seizedi The battle for
Hoa Tan was over,

The battle had been waged against the 3d, Lth and Weapons Companics of the
9th Bn, 18th Reg - a unit of the 3d NVA (Yellow Star) Divisions The lopsided
victory cost the enemy eighty-four men killed and twenty crew-served and
individual weapons captured, US losses were eight killed and fifteen wounded.
The men of Bravo Company were wearing armored vests on the day of the battle.
This resulted in the saving of at least five lives.

The timely application of battlefield mobility and emplovment of supportin
fires  in*this engagenent coupled with the hard-hitting punch of the rifle
company in the assult produced a notable victory in this classic example of the
"hammer and anvil" tactic,

On 20 april, the battaliun moved north some forty miles to the Due . ic
Pho area of southern Quang Ngai Province to becume one of the units comprising
Task Force Oregon. Opcrations in the Duc Pho area soun came to be character-
imed by vielous, close-in fighting, frequently in fortified villages. Prior
to the entry cf Task Force Oregon units into the area, the encmy had never met
ary scrious sustained oppositicn and he controllcd over cighty per eent of the
arsa,. It soon became cvident that the enemy here was rwch more willing to stay
and fight from his carefully preparasd fortificaticns. Many of these were
censtructed sturdily enough to withstand a direct hit from a 155mm howitzer.

As if arxious to test this '"new unit", the enemy initiated a fierce engagement
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from within the fortified village of Thiep Sen on 22 4April, The Cacti Green
was tried and not found wantirg as the men of Charlie and Bravo Cémpanies and
the Heconnaissance FPlatoon wrested the village from the enemy on 23 April with
the support of artillery and air strikes. Subsequently Bravo Ccmpany destroyed
twenty-two bunkers in Thiep Son, all having overhead ccver from three to five
feet thick, The battle cost the enemy forty-seven dead while the battalion ~
lost five men killed.

Training during this period focused on artillery forward observer skills.
i three dey class‘was initiated and conducted by the artillery liaiscon officer.
Fire mission requests and adjustment of artillery were stressed. Two men from
each company received this traininge. A system was devised of rotating all
rifie platoons through a 3% day training cycle at LZ Montezuma. FEmphasis
was placed.on rifle marksmanship, battle drill, ambushes, patrolling, mines
and bobby traps and map reading.
DIEN TRUCNG
The dew still lay on the grass as the men of’Alfa Company jumped off

at 0600 hours on the morning of 22 May. CPT Lloyd N, Yoshina's men were moving
on the village of Dien Truong, located to the east of Highway 1, seventeen
killoreters southeast of Duc Pho. 4is the campany approached the village from
t/:z west they came under persistent automatic weapons fire from the village.
{77 Yoshina decided to have his lst ahd 24 -platcons maneuver in a wide arc to
tle northeast to envelop Dien Truong from the north. However this plan came
te nnught as both platoons came under intense fire and their attack stalled
in the open rice paddies north of the village. In an attenpt to relieve the
pressurc on these platowns,.the company commander moved with his 3d platoon

across Highway 1 ani gained the outskirts of the village, there to be stopped

A%
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by withering enemy firc from the meny bunkers throughout the village. By 0830
hours all elements cf %Alfa Cormpany were pinned down. They were to remain mo
for the better part of the nest fovr hours.

With the support of gunsh:jp strikes, Alfa Ceompany slowly began to extricate
itself from its precarious position, Meanwhile artillery began pounding the
village and two air strikes were called in on the hill mass to the northeast of
Dien Truong., Major Moore alerted CPT Kenneth I. Barton to prepare his Bravo
Corpuny for a combat assult onto the high ground south of the village to
further reclieve the pressure on embattled Aifa. Bravo Ccmpany was lifted in
to the area on the southern hill slope without incident 2t 0950 hours, The
company frmediately attacked to their nurthwest; as they entered the scuthern
porticn of Dien Truong they also became hcavily engaged.

Between 1500 and 1600 hours four air strikes were called in on the north-
west sector of the village, By this time Alfa Company had broken contact and
withdrawn to the west of the village where they established a blocking position
with three platoons on line. The FAC controlling the air strikes reported
observing thirty~three enemy bodies within the village.

At 1730 hours Bravo Company 2/35th Infantry came under the cperational
control of Major Moore., At 1815 hours, he had them lifted into the same |
¢ven where Bravo Company of the Cacti Green had landed earlier, Bravo 2/3%Fh
immediately maneuvered to take up positions on the right flank of Bravo l/3;t¥.

4t 1900 hours, CPT John C, Cavender's Charlie Company was lifted into théﬁ\
ares, ropus one platoon used for battalion fire base security, Charlie‘Company
occup.’ vt blocking positicns along the scutheast sector of the village, tying in
with Bravo 2/35th's right flank.

Darkness found Dien Trucng ringed to the west and scuth by four rifle

N
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companies. Continuous illuminaticn and artillery and gunship strikes covered
the open grovunc to the north of the village, while a platoon of tdnks on the
eastern shore of /4in Khe Lake laid down heavy blocking fires on the eastern edge
of the village. s

The following morning, behind three airstrikes and a smoke screcn, Alfa'/
and Brave Campanies joined in the final assult of Dien Truong. They met mincr
resistance thrcughout the morning and by 1500 hours the village corplex was
occupied. The thirty-two hour battle resulted in eighty-scven cnemy killed and
forty-nine weapons captured. Dien Truong served as a warning to 21l commanders
of the threat posed to a single rifle company in attempting to engag~ single-
handedly an enemy force fighting from a fortified village with every intention
of staying. The lesson was not lost,

Throughout June and into July the battallcn continued‘operations aired at
clecaring the enery out of the Due Fho area and preventing his resupply parties
from keeping his forces in the mountainous arca wést and swuth of Due Pho
provisioned. Small unit actions and ambushes were used extensively. s the
sumer wore on the mercury shot up and stayed thcre. Temperatures in excess of
100 degrees were the norm.

CHARGING CHARLIES CH..RGE

On 15 July, COPT Cavender and his Charlic Cormpany were operating in the
rugged terrain fifteen kilometers southwest of Duc Pho. The area is character-
ized by steep hills, the slopes of which are covered with thick jungle under-
growth, In most plrces a ~cuble canopy complctely shuts out the sun. Charlie
Company had bzen working the area for two days, acting on an intelligence
report that an NVA battalion was operating in the arca, The temperature was

an energy-sapping. 105 degrees,

2-~10
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Charlie Company was moving scuth along two axes., The 2d and 3d platoone
were on a high ridgeline with the company minus moving parallel ih the valley
below, it 1035 hours the 2d platoon under 2LT Anthony M. Hassa came upon an
wry . enerny bunker from the rear, Surprised and unable to fight effectively since

the bunker was oriented tc fire down the slope, the three enemy soldiers
inside bolted and were killed by the platoon. A1l had been armed. The two
platoons continued their cautious movement down the slope. Suddenly the whole
area erupted in a blaze of fire -~ the enemy had allowed the point sauad to come
within twenty meters of the well-camouflaged bunkers before engaging them, :
According to PSG Jack H. Jasper, 2d platoon sergeant, "The fire was so intense
that no one cculd move - if he did he was hit."1 The platoon suffered nine
wounded in the first minutes, but managed to gain fire superiority over the
enemy, firing their M-16's, machineguns, and sixteen LAK's (Light intitank
Weapon) . \

Meanwhile the 3d platocn was maneuvering to the left in an attempt to
flank the enemy positions. However they soon became heavily engaged also,
2LT James H. Smith, 3d platoon leader, was hit twice lcading an assult on one
of the bunkers. In just one of the many acts of valor performed by Cacti Green
medics that day, SP4 Lawrence W. Ireland, the 3d platoon medic, braved enemy
fire to carry his wounded platoon leaaer back to a covered position where his
wounds cculd be treated.

By 1200 hours, CPT Cavender was maneuvering his lst and 4th platoons up
the ridge in an attempt to close the pincer on the enemy. Their forward
progress was greatly hampered by the dense foliage. Two squads from the 1lst

platoon were detached and sent to a small knob to the east of the enemy

1. "Charging Charlies Charge," MAJ G,L. Tippin, HQ 1/35 INF, 15Julé7, p2
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position as a blocking force to the north of the enemy. While moving forward

rs

to recomnoiter the enemy positions a squad from the 1lst platoon came under
heavy automatic weapons fire from previously undetected bunkers, resulting in
several casualites,

At 1230 hours a squad from the 2d platoon pulled back 100 meters to clear
a landing zone for an ammunition resupply and the evacuaticn of wcunded,

The 3d platoon maneuvered into position to employ their IuWs, and
knocked out the bunkers to their immediate front. But now the platoon was
receiving heavy fire from further to their east. Due to the distance at which
the battle had been joined and the dense overhead foliage, the employment of
supporting artillery and gunship fires was not feasible.

By 1400 hours the disposition of Charlie Company was: 24 and 3d platoons
to the west of the enemy positions, 2 squads of the 1lst platoon on the knob to
the enemy's east, arnd the remainder of the 1lst platoon with the 4th platoon and
company command group to the north. The gap to the south was effectively
covered by fire from the two squads on the eastern kncb,

Charlie Company now concentrated on neutralizing the remaining bunkers
with LiWs and a 90mm recoilless rifle, but the effort was hampered by the dense
vegetation. The company continued to take casualties and had suffered seven-~
teen wounded by this time. CFT Cavender decided to take the bunkers with a
frontal assult. At 1600 hours, using the 2d and 3d platoons to put down a base
of fire, Cavender led his remaining force in the final assault, The infantry
line rose as one, They stormecd the enemy bunkers in a frenzy, shouting
and sereaming at the top of their lungs. So violent was the attack that some

of the enemy brcke and attempted to flee while others were found cowering in

2~12
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their positions. Using grenades and heavy fire the men soon tock their
objective losing only one man during the final rush. The position consisted
of five large bunkers arranged in a circle. : In and around the bunkers were
found twenty-five enemy bodies along with fifteen weapons. After the battle
CPT Cavender said, "The longer we stayed where we were, the more casualtles
we were taking, I have never seen eneﬁy fire so accurate., It seemed like
every time a man moved he was hit. We were too close for artillery and air,
and we cculdn't pull back without téking a lot of casua}ties. Charlie was
surprised when we charged. Once we started our assault,I knew that it would
soon be over, and victory was ours,2"

This action by Charlie Company bears testimony to the fact that, even
denied the use of his heavy supporting fires, the well-trained, aggressive
American infantryman is more than a match for the enemy.

The battalion continued to participate in Operation Baker until 4 October,
Action during August and September continued to be on the small scale order,
with numerous village sweeps and ambushes being conducted. However, the enemy
never ventured another sizeable encounter with the battalion.- By the time the
Cacti Green departed Duc Pho on 4 October to join Operation Wheeler in Tam Ky
(southern Quang Nam Province) the Viet Crng yoke on Duc Pho had been broken.

During Operation Wheeler (4 Oct - 3 Nov) the battalion was under the
operaticnal control of the 1lst Bde, 101lst sAibn Div. Operating from LZ Marylou,
the companies ccnducted extensive search and destroy operations, sweeps and
ambushes, On 9 - 10 October, Alfa Company encountered several squad size

elements three kilometers northwest of LZ Marylou. In the ensuing fight

2. Tippin, op. cit., p.7.
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twenty~four enemy were killed, while elements of two platoons of Alfa Company
were hdrd hit in an ambush, losing eight men killed and ten wounded. On

20 October a small nmeasure of vengeance was extracted when the Reconnaissance
Platoon killed an NVA officer armed with a CAR-15 which had been taken from

a lieutenant killed in the 10 October action.

On 4 November the battalion left the Tam Ky area, jumping north twenty-
five miles to LZ Baldy, near Hei An, For the remainder of the year the Cacti
Green participated in Operation Wallowa under operaticnal ccntrol of the
Commanding Officer, 3d Brigade, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Major
contacts with the enemy during the Operaticn Wallowa action were vith elements
of the 2d NVA Division. These cocntacts were-characterized by sharp, relatively
shor™ battles in which the enemy permitted US troops to advance to within very
short distances of their concealed positions before initiating action. Such
tactics frequently gave the enemy the initial advantage of surprise and
effectively limited our use of supporting fires. Operations conducted in the
new area of operations included night patrols, ambushes and search and
destroy cperations.

THON HAI

On the morning of 9 November Alfa Company, under CPT Charles W,
Chap]inski Jdr., was advancing toward the village of Thon Hai about twenty-one
kilomevers southwest of LZ Baldy, aboard armored personnel carriers of Bravo
Troon,. ist Squadron, lst Armored Cavalry Regiment. Suddenly the column was
taken wler heavy recoilless rifle, mortar and automatic weapons fire from the
viliasz. Two of the APC!'s were destroyed almost immediately. Dismounting his
men, CF. Chaplinski deployed-his company and the supporting #APC's on a broad

front to the northeast of Thon Hai.

2 -14
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At this juncture LTC Robert G. Kimmel, battalion commander, instructed
the commander of Bravo Company, CFT Donald C, Reh, to move his unit to an area
scutheast of the village and set up a blocking position., Bravo Company was
located about 350 meters from the outskirts of the village; during this
maneuver the company received sniper fire and sustained a few casualites,

At this time Alfa Ccmpany with Bravo Troop 1/14 Cav in support attempted
to move against the enemy positions, but were held up by intense enemy fire.

During the afternoon, LTC Kimmel instructed Alfa Company and Bravo Troop
to pull back while air strikes were brought in on the enemy positicns. While
these were in progress, Charlie Company, 2/12th Cavalry was lifted into the
area and established a blocking position on the high grceund tc the south of the
village.

Alfa Company along with Bravo Troop remained under enemy fire until
darkness fell. During the night blocking fires and flare ships were employed
extensively to interdict enemy escape routes.

At dawn on 10 November, Charlie Company, 2/12 Cavalry swept the enemy
positions meeting nc resistance. Enemy casualties were thirty-eight killed.
Two 75mm recoilless rifles were destrcyed and a third was captured along with
an tPG~2 rocket launcher.

Throughout this period units received training as they rotated through
periodic "stand-downs" and such activities as zercing of individual weapons,
classes on artillery forward observer procedures, ambushes and ratrolling, and
mines and booby traps. Also during these periods comprehensive briefings on
the intelligence.and operations situations were given by the battalion S2 and

S3 to key unit personnel.

On the morning of 14 November tragedy struck as the battalicn command

2~ 15
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and control helicopter was shot dcwn by enemy ground fire enroute to Alfa
Company's location fifteen miles southwest of LZ Baldy, Everyone aboard the
ship was killed in the crash, including the battalicn commancer, S3, liaison
officer and artillery liaison officer. The battalion was placed under the
operational cuntrol of the commanding officer 2/12th Cavalry.

| On the 15th of November LTC William W, Tayler Jr., a combat veteran of
two wars arrived to take charge and it was back tc business as usual for the
men of the Cacti Green.

THE ELUSIVE FOE

On 27 November the enemy graphically demonstrated his vaunted ability to
find and slip through any opening left uncovered in an encirclement. The
action that day had developed with Alfa_Company running into stiff opposition
from a well dug~in enemy force abcut seventeen kilometers southwest of LZ
Baldy. Since CPT David R. Collins' Charlie Company had also combat assulted
intc the same area, LTC Taylor instructed CPT Ccllins to try to flank the enemy
positicn., Charlie Company ccmpleted this maneuver but was unable to sweep the
enemy positions because of heavy autoﬁlatic weapons fire. Just before darkness,
Bravo Company 1/7th Cavalry, under operational control of the battalion
commander, moved to occupy a blocking position on the enemy's other flank, As
darkness fell it appeared the enemy was boxed in, with Alfa Company to the
north and west, Charlie Company tc the scuth, and Bravo Company 1/7th Cav on
the east., However, Alfa Company had lost radio communication with a nine man
element cn their extreme left flank. During the night illumination was kept
on the enemy positions, but blocking fires were not employed because of the
unknown status of the missing i4lfa Company men. Under the cuver of darkness,

the NVA troops slipped away thrcugh the unguarded sector where the cut off
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element was located., VWhen the group was recoveraed the fcllowing morning, one
of the men reported witnessing forty-one enemy troops slip out of their
positions and disappear past him into the night.

On 2 December the battalion engaged in a joint cperation with the navy in
conducting a broad sweep of an area from approximately seven kilometers inland
out to the coast, A Navy swift boat blocked the coast and forced back all
small craft attempting to flee from the area so that identificaticn checké of
their occupants could be conducted by the infantryren on the shore. The
operation resulted in twenty enemy killed and documents and medical supplies
uncovered with our losses being six men.wounded,

NO SUPPER FOR CHARLIE TONIGHT

One cf the year'!'s more spectacular gctions began as a rcutine missicn for
Bravo Company. On the morning of 9 December, CPT Reh and his company were
lifted into an area about six kilometers northwest cf LZ Baldy on a search and
destroy mission, Almost immediately they spotted five enemy soldiers
attempting to flee. Gunships were called in and killed the five. At the same
time scout helicopters from the 1/9th Cavalry spctted a large enemy ccncentr-
ation attempting to escape the area along a stream bed to the northwest. Bravo
Company was instructed tc pursue the force up the stream bed. More gunships
were called in and commenced strafing runs along the stream bed, killing large
numbers ¢f the fleeing enemy. Bravo Company kept the pressure on the enemy,
occasionally receiving small arms fire from scattered pockets of resistance
which were quickly neutralized.

At noon, CFT Chaplinskifs Alfa Company w.s alerted for a combat assaunlt
in an area about three kilcmeters northwest of Bravo Company. Their mission

was to establish a blocking force along the stream and then to sweep to the

2~ 17
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southeast along bcth sides of the stream tc effect a link up with Bravo

Company. Alfa ianded at 1315 hours amd proceeded accoerding to plan, killing

six enemy in their advance.

,gx.’ The two units made contact later in the afternoon. All the.while the
companies were advancing toward each other, gunships engaged the remaining
enemy between them. When the acticn terminated seventy-~six enemy had been
killed by the gunships and sixteen more by the companies at a cost of cne US
soldier woeunded. Ten enemy were also captured.

Frem interrogation of the prisoners it was learned that the gathering had
been a rice distribution meeting with representatives from variocus NVA and VC
units in attendance to pick up their ration. The initial assault of Bravo
Company caught them completely by surprise, The relatively copen terrain and
the enemy's channelized escape route made them easy prey for the gunships and
two rifle companies employed.

The remainder of 1967 saw a continuation of combat operations in the
vicinity of LZ Baldy. The battalion enjoyed a brief respite during the
Christmas truce as they prepared to begin a new year.

‘The men of the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry can look back with pride on
their record during 1967. The year sav the battalicn displace over two
hundred miles, fighting from the central highlands cf Pleiku toc the ccastal
plain from Phu Cat to Hei An, The battalion successfully ccped with all the
problems peculiar to the Viet Nam Tighting - monscon rains, senring heat, amd
maintenance of a high state of combat readiness in units faced with a continuote
integration of replacement personnel and perennial shortage of experienced
leaders. In the final analysis, the performance of an infantry unit in Vietnam

is judged by the number of enemy killed in relaticn to its cwn losses, In
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1967 men of the Cacti Green killed 1019 enemy while losing 113 of their own.
Three huired members of the hattalion were recommended for awards for walor
during the year, including six:y - one for the Silver Star, three for the

Distinguished Service Cross, and one for the Congressicnal Medal of Honor,

Their record speaks for itself.

2~ 19
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