Infantry

In Action

INFANTRY CHARGE

FODUOR'S NOTE. Dus s another in our Infantry an Action
vertes W e the senies o luchdeche the 1N Infuntrvman
sk Bstortcal accounts of s past combat actions dining;

Wordd War H, the Korean W and the war i Vietnaon, This

Major Garold L. Tippin

article has been reprinted from our 1967 book, INFANTRY
INVIETNAM (pages 125 1290, and reinforces our belief that
the U.S Infantrvmen is one of the best fighung men i the
workld.

Phere are times when many of the tundamentals of often
sive combat st be gt aside and o decision soueht by an
ovenwhelnmnge mtantiy assanlt o an cocmy's totahied position
condtcted by anaperessive, well tamed atle company . No
hetter cvample of this can be tonnd than that ilinstiaced by
the st of Company O st Baahon, 38th U S Intanty
bt uittertan aboat 1S kdometers southwest of Due Pho
i huiy Jons

Oa 2y Ty 1907 Company Cwas ona search and destrow
cpotativnman e that consasted o tuseeed ot \\‘hn\;'
slopesaere covered wath thack unele anderrrowth Inomost
Pl the donble yunede canopy shut ont the sunheht, winde
e tempenanes overad durimy the das et houes nean the
Soodrec i, Duanne the provienrodan s the T Batabion

Boed resonved mtelven, o repatt that o North Victiarene
A NN A hatabon w

aoate il e

Aenpetating e the aeas hopange 1o
Benve ansd e o tae ol strprieae the badtadion
vrnatar fer s NV fagge L | NMoare . hy
hont the ey ol boine i te e
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PLerr s i e platoon on the oudec e down
L R L T TR apesith the e tot the Olpany
VOl e ey gy, phtcwaes beoan then mos ecment
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but wete quachly cut down gsee map). The platoons contimued
thew downward ek,

Suddenby, and without watming, an enemy torce hidden in
the punple opened hire mtense, deadlv, Nine US soldiers
went down almost nnmediately. But the remamnder, tollowmng
the orders of their leiders and reactiny with machine like
precision, budt up their own teepower: the AW was ued
to yood advantage, and the enemy tinmy decteased mamtensity
RBut the 3d Pluoon, tiving to think the enemy position, also
tan uto heavaly torthied bunhers and g oo, was soon enpaged
g hot fretyrht with an undeternmed number of encmy
soldiers,

Captain Cavendar, hearmy the soaml of oy abose him,
Besa movinye s st and i Platoons ap the tinger o close
the pimcer on the encmy force Simve the yepctation on the
Horer was so thick, Covendar sent the st and 2 Squads ot
the Est Phatoon towasd o smadl Rnob cast of the enctn (o at
v blockmy toree, wihnle he nmuneuvered the remanuder of
the b Phaoon and the dth Platoon, reorpamyzed ton this opena
Hon o e platoon foranon, to the noth When lus its
were i posttion, he moved torward swath a sguid o lovate
the exnact extent of the encmy s posttions

Mapor Moore had beesm the i over the battle cone sie
FHOO and Captaon Casendar tadiocd ot request to i tor an
Atnnmtion esapply deop and for oo medical evacuation
mieegon for two ol e neae senousy wonnded men In the
mcantine . he halted all torsand oy canceot untd hie could aune
B 90m recodteas ndle torwand toa pesation from which
ocouhl e browehit 1o bear on the enery s bunkers
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There were no landing sones in the area, so Cavendar had
one squad from the 2d Platoon back off 100 meters to care
o7 the woundad and o assistn the resupply misston: the men

K
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o

1o cteanng away the underbrush for the medical evacua-
won helicopter and for the supply drop. while Major Moore

headad back o the firehase o pick up ammunition. He retumed
withina few munutes. and as his helicopter hovered at treetop
wevel the ammunmtion was pushad out to the waiing men below,

Using LAWS azain, the 3d Platcon mancuvered and
Jeatronod the hunkers which were holding up its advance, but
Wosven hegan ooreceive fire from further to the east
Supporting artiileny fires could not be brought in because of
the denmseness of the wngie and the nearness of the platoon
W the enemy, and gunships coudd do little through the thick
urge sanapy Movre segeestad to Cavendar that the company
move haok while i an air strike. but Cavendar
ntmared that R plateons would sustain toe many casualties

wirving fo withdraw since the enemy s fire was so heavy and
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Bovause he had bt of the escape routes cut off,
Tl hat s aeeny e his reconiless nule came up 1o
cahon st the bunkors he could Kok out the enemy's

streng pointand Company C could then Launch a final assault

AU =20 the medical ey acuastion helicopter had arnved., used
oo pron up e two wounded., and had departed. But

tore aere T4 omere woeunded now whoe needed help and the

bl

' surseon, Capram Carroll POsgond, volunteered
ke lowered o Company C's posttion to care for the woundad

and ergane e evacuation, On the medical evacuation
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O thind tp Capran Osgosd was fowered to the
Borecded Nond phamas Untortunatels | the hont
wer brebel wo 1 CH A7 Chimeok was requested

on the heliees

W Bent out the remanming wounded

MWhen the targer holoepier anmnved, four more of the

Caa-
R

33 INFANTRY oA RN

wounded were hoisted aboard. where the surgeon from the
3d Brigade. 25th U.S. Infantiry Division—Captain Dennis E.
Lec—nstituted further medical treatment. But since the hoist
did not function properly, a total of 45 minutes was consumed
in geting the four wounded up into the ship. As a fifth casualty
was heing lifted. the hoist stuck; unable to move the hoist either
up or down, the helicopter commander decided to chance a
tlight to the nearest madical installanon with the wounded man
dangling below his ship. And so he started. but Major Moore,
observing the happenings. directed the Chinook commander
to proveed to an open area which he could see off in the
distance. Moore then had his pilot land his ship in that open
place. and dismounting, as the Chinook again hovered,
removed the wounded man trom the hoist. Loading the soldier
into s helicopter. Major Movre delivered him to the medical
cvacuanon center.

With Captain Cavendar. though. the revoilless rifle had not
made 4s grcat an impression on the enemy as he had hoped.
.-\lthouuh‘thc crew of the recoilless nifle did get several direst
hits, the thick vegetation hampered their efforts. The enemy's
fire was ontremely accurate and the company s casualties were
increasing—1it seemed as though every time one of
the men expused humself, he was hit by an unseen marksman.

Cavendar decided that the tme had come for Company C
to assault the enemy bunkers—to stay where it was would on‘!y
invite complete dixaster. At 1600, then. using the 2d .md M
Platoons as 4 base of fire, Cavendar lad the two squad.s f“ the
st Platoon and the $th Platoon final assault. Rising as
at the tops of their lungs. the men

steadily

one, shouting ad sercammy
charged forwand. .
! - ‘ -

The enemy soldiers were caught Unawics, and as the U h]
some fled trom their bunthers w hile

soldters closed i onthem,
while protection. As the men

othets vom eted hehand thetr et




s ATy L ran o wand they threw hand erenades in
wre ey bunkers and tued at the enemy soldiers wha were

g e o Not untd the Isens had boeen werun

drd they eabize thee were e Lage bankens atranead g
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ik astead of the one o two they had conactad o fand
Afler the hattie, Captamn Cavendar saud:
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SOOI R O e enemy e so aecnirate, It
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ONE AT VR T we conld  rad! Bacd without

wking a v of casualnies. | know Charlie w =
we ohargad. His fire was siill heavv—but not as accura «M:”w '
we cvild sce sume of them trving to ran mwmm‘“‘"
When 1 heund the men yelling and saw the determination.on -
ther fisces, | was prowd to be an infantiryman and their
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cmpany commander. 1 sure would noe have wanted to be in
one of thase bunkers. o e

Laull prefer to use our basic concept of finding and flxing. -
the enemy—then use all the anillery and air we can get.
However. | feel that on that day | fulfilied a company
commander's dream: to lesd his men in an mw\t\\em:‘.
Successpul assault of an enemy fortified position. We learned
G amportant leson that Juv—an aggressive, well trained
Amencan nifle company is the ultimate weapon,

The puerpese ofan odstacle o danett the cnciy or delay
bar by makong S cither sadepion or conduet a breach

When adreimnng onds of the concertina rolls o a wae
abstacie have oot attachad to cach other or o a comen an-
charmyg stake, anoppoag onee \WOPFORY canremaov e heerald-
hundiads of metes of connectad foncing with a ntappling
hovk attachad o sgio vehieles The moving ware tangle can
Aae deonane any Bl ad antiland nunes or e antpersonne!
o e
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Onee sich a targe droach has heen creatad OPFOR dis
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pountad o meanied clements can pass threagh oswathout hay -
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then mamennnn and ke e most of ther combat power,
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DOUBLE-STAKED CONCERTINA FENCE

When double anchonng stakes are used to fasten adning
wire rolls independently . however, a single dreaching vehi-
cle can remove onhy one roll-wadth of wire ata tnw, creaung
Gangle Toometer gap.

The enemy must then move from his deployad combat tor-
matton o march column to pass through the narrow gap one
vehiele ata e, o he must eypend critteal e i probable
enpagement arcd condicting other breaches. Either way, he
proesanis d e ratn e target and the obstacle accontplishes s nus-
sten of sdowang e down,

Note i the sheteh that the end of cach converting noll s
mdependenthy attached toastake anchorad three o sivinches

froom the neat one.
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