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OPERATltttO OP' CQ-WA.'lt 0 1 24 BATTALl~t "th Inf'A1lTnt, 2'th InP'Am'R! 

DIVlSlOR. lN A SEA non MID teS!Rot iassIClf Otf 21 BARCH 1967 IR Kot-rrmt 

PRovmca, J\BPUBLlO or VlifllA.~. (rEllSORAL BXP&!l!E!JC'B or A COHPAtlf 

00 MMANIER•) 

JPI!10Dl1Gr\.2H 

0pere.t1on •Sam R....tcn" bepn an 1J~194\"41 OenVa1 

Highlu.nda, nep.iblS.o ot Vletnmfte n.\11.ng the period 1 Jamary thl'ciugh 15 

J.ku'oh1 small eoale guerrl11a aot1•1\le8, oonalat.!ng dlnly or mining 

1:10identa, lncreued \hrCUf')lcu\ Plella.t PNri.no•• In the later. part ot 

Jamarr, mmeraae eneiq atr,htingfl were roported 1n the panhandle area 

or Jtonb.u:i PrO"t1noo. Blemen\e ot +.he rcurt.h Ini'ant.17 IJ1Yislon oroeeed 

the nea sat1ta1 Rlftl" ln m1d-fbbNary, r:urs.ng the next five veeke, the 

~i•taion conduot.ed eeuah and dent~ opGrti\1ono al~ the Cambodian 

no•d•• 

In ad di \1.on to oonduct.1ng routine eearoh and doet.ror operat1onn t 

the d1•1•1on vaa charged w1 th a&attr~ hig!!fq 19E tram fm>n Tang Pua 

to t'lciikue li1thln the area ot operaticns they also aeoured hightfo1• 
t~ 

509t 11~and 19tle 

frcml lat~ f'ebJ'\.Ul.17 thr'"f:h r:dd-11aroh1 the First Brigade, FQ.irth 

Infarttl7 D1T1a1on, wlth three inlat~~ battallona, assumed responalbU­

l t., ot e.n Ana ot Operatloruu" ("@et.ween th& ce San and rtem satll83' 

Rivero. 1.Uring tho f'Uat throe phases of tho opera.t1ont the bnt.ta11one 

frequently d1splaoed 1n tbs AO to block exfiltration rwtea and to 

expand the rumber of' potential Fire support. naae~FSB). Contact. with 

t.ho "t1el':G' "9.8 genen.111 light. HO'lfe'f'&l', four a1gn1t1ca..Ylt oont.aota did 

occur dur~ the tirat three pho.eee ot the operation. 

C.:~\) f~. t 'i 5 
Aa GPet-at1on-Jroao tl~~t~od into ita fourth phase on 16 t'.e.l"Oh 

1967 1 both the first and second brigades ma.ed from an area woot. or the 
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Be 8an Rbor to "" area bounded generally b~ a. San RlYer and 6o 

grid line on the north, the Pleila.& def'en•• sect.or And Tactical Area ot 

Re1pon11b1U.t~ (TAOR) on the eall\ 9 th9 20 r,rid line on the south, a.nd 

the Oexnbodian Border on tlllf!t west. 

In mid-Maroh, there were reliable indications that~orth Viet­

namese ~ (NVA) waa infiltrartng into an area west of~hvay 14B. 

Mortar attacks peplu.cod. n11ning :lncidenta .. On the night of 1; March and 

continuing into the next morning, the d1v..ision Tactical Oozmnand Pos~ 
nf~ ~ 

(TAO CP) and the forward Corornn.nd PostJi)\( (OP) of the first and second 

brigades oituatnd at J..anding Zon~(l.Z) ; Tnngo came under mortar attack. 

The ern~tny forces engaged during operation "Sam Houeton" were eesen- ------- -·---
tial ly the same as eJ16aged by tli.e ·ff .... Brigad. e, g,5th ]Dian try Di via ion 

QJ.''·/ ~5, . b F ~,~-ft._'·" 
during operation 1 Paul Rnere l~!~ but iaci changed ~tactics. 

Ihring operation 'Faul Revere I~~ the enem..v 'trould attack well dug-in 

positions at night following heavy mortar preparations. In oporntion 

•se.m Houston• he engaged company aized elements durinr, daylight while 

they were still moving. -r~r .. J 
The enemy located the tiatte.Uon FSB' e ancl kept them under constant 

surveillance. Vihen the coinpaniee moved out on patrol, the NVA would 

kettp trsok of t.hciir movements throu~h the use of' small reconnaissance 

parties or trail watchers. At a time and place of his choosing, he would 

attempt to engage a rifle company while it was moving. The lWA would 

oloae quickly with elements of' the company beif'ore supporting fires could 

be effectively employed. He would simultaneously attempt to surround the 

entire compatzy" and thon f'ragment it into platoon eize elements. 

TllS TBRRAlM 

Th~ area of operations was ru~,ged and mountainous, containing manr 

stoep-walled valleys and raTines. There wae only one road in the AO and 

a limited number of LZ1 s. The hill maaBes were covered with thick under-
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bruah, The \reea ranged fram 20 to 25 meter• in height• vit.h eou u 

high u 45 me\er•• The deMe, broadleat, nergreen toren eftect.iTelJ' 

screened all movemsn\ from aerial obHrvation, DJe to the denae under-

gronh, ground ob1enation wae reetrict.ed end seldom exceeded twent.7 

meters. 

The thick vegetation and terra.iu 1rregul~~itiee li~1ted target ao­

qui1ition and restricted adjuet~ent ot indirect fire support weapons. 

Additionally, the thick ur.derbrueh frequently denected small arms fire 

and 111!1.ited the employment of' grenade launchers and hand grenadoa. 

Aft.er the tiortnr nttacke on the divieion T11.ot.5.ceJ O~d Pos7('1'AO 

OP), the 2d Battalion, ;5th In.~ntry t-r.s ~tv1m tht'l !7d.l!lsion of conducting 

search and destroy operntlons in +,ho norttmf',.+, pnrM.nn of the AO along 

poaaible exfiltrat1on routes. 

Two rifle companies, ftA1 and •c;•x_wculd make a combat assault 

northeast of the battalion m. For two daye following the combat 

assault, they were to nu~h west tovs:rds the nam Satha,v River. On the 

third de.y they would begin moving south towarde the battalion FSB. Aa 

an additional security measure, the companies were directed to link-up 

each a1't.arnoon rrior to dnrkness. 

On the move south, Company ~A1 would tiove on the west, between the 

66 and 67 grid lines, and Company 1 01 on the east, between the 67 and 

68 grid 11.nea. (See Hap 11 A11
) 

Compaey 1 B1 would secure the battalion FSB e.nd be the battalion 

resene. The company had suffered heavy casualties five de.ye prior to 

the eta.rt of the operation". and were receiving replacements. 

TIIE f'REPARATIOIJ 

The two companies completed the combat assault late in the after-
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n"on Ml 17 March t967. TM l'I0.,9 we1t \o,1&1"~9 the Na."!\ Sat~ R!.ver in 

t.m nsx\ '\wo tis.ya r-eault.~a in. both Ctll!lJle.ntee t.1n~ing trTA batt.e.Uon du 

1 k• cmpa that ha4 btt""n ueed vt.thtn the prn1oue thre~ d.eyl!h TM-T"s ftl 

no oontacs'\ •d• bt •l\hel" e1•en\ during thi• llOT•• On the 20th et 

March, ti. ompan1•• began t.helr anep aouth, tovarda t.he b&t.taU.n 

rss. 

On the rnond.n~ of' ~1 ~n.rr.h, thlt ca1J.'nnies re!l!ainei:\ in t~ over­

night. 1ooa.tlon pend.1"& tt. a.nitt.1 ,,, 1"8]11aoementa .. Thtt eorrrt11-T1Y' c:on­

!l!tl.ndere u\111~ed thin ti"" to oo-orclinate their reepect11'fl routee tor 

the UT• SpecU\o lteu olohl.7 oo-ordinat•• nre1 the t.entat.iT• lo­

cation or tlw noon halt., the location far t.hat eTen1ng• oTernit;ht 

pod\1on, an~ the routes fb!' N.Oh of the l'uoordinate elenent• 1n t,~,, 

compftn1es. 

°"-pt.ain Rone.ld B. 1'Ykowlk1, tha commandinr, offtcer or Cc:apaiv •c• t 

cOt1ple\ed a map reeonna1enance and plotted artillery coneentrationa 

along the compan,'• intended rout••• The preplarmed requests were 1n 

turn aubm1tted to the artillery Forward Obeener, L1eut.enant Emory, vhe 

had joined the oanpany the preYiOWI tn'enint• the company cornr.ia.nder re­

queet.ect that. t~ M.res be plaeer' on call• ruid t'1ft eoneentn.tion nul'!hera 

r:1Ten tci hi?r.. l.B fJOOn lll!I poseihl!!t• 

Art~r t•ecei vint the a.rt.Ulery conotmtra.t'\.on 11!..lllbiJra, the co:;upany 

cormandGr ca.Hod t.he ;11.+..oon lead·:Ji'B to W.e location a.nrl briefed the;n 

on the r<J1Ato1 l\lld coricontrat.ion nwub~re. 'Ihe concentration• aerved a 

dual purjoB1tj they placed flrea on U ... tcely danger area.a e.!ong the route• 

frooi which tm platoon lead~r• could quickly e.dJust fire, and they 

s~rved l\8 marking roundl'!I for the platoons• 

t)ecauee c, f tha ~mO'lftl el.lelil,Y Ul.c l.h-:11 I the Oompaey- COiml!l.nder Bpl1 t 

'\he company into two element.a. The east elemen\ oorwie\ed of the f'iret. 

and •econr~ plo:t.ccnsJ the 11eat:· n ehtiem consiet~d cf' the third platoon 

o.nd t~ h•fldqL\art"rn t;roup. Thie nrre.."1[el!!~r..t rle.c~d the hee.dqu~.rtere 



group neareot to C'omplJJV 1 A' 1n ttie eTent of enerv eeintact. 

The Hplu.-t1 ..... NMl••• a'\ °''°• Pl'iOI" to 4tfu\inc ti. 

«•rnigh\ lecat.lu, a .. .., et 'be per1-\ff ft8 oonduotecl b7 t.bl 

aeoond platoon. When tm platoon i-e\~4, tho c~ oal?r&M.eP l'e­

quest~4 the flrat artillery conoontrat1cm • r~ w•• let\ the per• 

imotor undo~ cover ot the eurpo~t1ne r1~ee. 

Com))&JW •c• nmained 1n tba per1-tor f'or ten minute• to allow 

Companr 1 A1 1utt1oient time to clear t.h9 aroa. turing thi• time, Compan:y 

•c• reua.ined ready to react to a possible NVA ambuah again.at Comp~ 

'A"• 

'lbe ti.rat. and second platoons dttparted the perimeter fr'om t.he 

eastern portion of tbl OYern.it;ht location. Ten mi.mite• la:t .. r the 

compa.ey (•) dcpart.ed tho overn1i;lit location through the southern 

portion o~ the perimeter. The two elftlle ,tm rnoved abreast, about 6oo 

ru.at.era apart. 'ihia allowed eu.l"h elettont sufficient mo.nmrver !!pace Md 

pro~itlod for rapid reinforcemt•nrt. 

A\ 14Q5, the com.pm1,,v (•) located a vell-truel•d, high-ep"d 

trail. (See Map 181 ). Th• compaey commander halted tt. compa?\T (-) 

until the firat and eocond platoons reached th.a trail further to the 

east. The i':l.ret. plat.uon wo.s then directed to aoarch the t.rail to thra 

northeut 1.'o~ ·~ ~teru. 'iho eocond platoun wan d1rocted to ser.u-ch 

t.he trail to t.he aou.tbweat and establish contact with tha compa.ny (-). 

Tho third ple.toon wa.a directed to 1end a rooonna.iesance element 4oo 

meters to the aoutbHeat of t.ho1r present. location. 

While the thr•e platoon• conducted the eoarch alone tbo '\rail, tb41 

company ccmmander called in fl'cJple.nn~d firae 500 meters south of the 

!'1.rst. and second i•la.toonu. flt t 1145 t the olemont irom tho third platoon 

had completed thv trnei.rc:h t., t.1-.e B<:>ut.hwo.ct nn~l :t'l!1joinad the platoon. 

(7) 
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Contut l-.4 been enabll•be4 '-'"• \ts. 1eoon4 platoon and. \hi eoap-. 

(•)a a4 \be ... eact tla'\eon llOYe4 baok 1Ja'4t peaiUon. 

The OQJJUfl ...._n..,. n.d.iee4 \lw ftn\ plat.ooa 1ea4er to dt\er­

ld.Jw ti. pr.gH•• ot '-bell' 1earoh to the northtre1t. The platoon ba4 

oampl•W !\a •eanh et \he tnil Wi\h nege.\i•• nll.llt.• and•• pro­

oeeding back. Vhil• \ha ft.rs\ and. .. oon4 p1atoeu weN reorpniSing, 

the OClllpanJ' (•) oontim•4 cm 1W ol'lglnal route. 

Upon C<Xnp1etlon ot their reorgan1-.t1an, \he firat and eecond 

platoona again l!IO't'ed to the aout.heu\. At 152'• the lead element cf the 

f1r1t platoon vu mO'ting up a r1dgelin• when the rear eecur1t7 from the 

PConct platoon obeenec! two ftf A. tra••11ng 1outh on the tra.11 that bad 

jua\ bftn Hll!'Ched• The .. curl\y eleaent ts.red. on the tvo mA who ned 

ha.ck to \he nertheaet. 

The t1r•t and .. cond plat.oon1 d1eooYel'94 a bunker cc:aplex at. ,,,0 

and began aearching t.ba area. The :f'1ret platoon came upon a tteeh gH.•• 

containing on• BYA body. The two platoou lnt.enaU\ed \he aearcb ot the 

&rft and no\if1ed tbt ocapartf commander. While con\1nu1ng tht eearch, 

t~ two plat.oou began l'tlceivlng flre fl'om \vo IWA armed vtth Al 47• .. 

the platoona immediately returned \lw n.ro, and t.he NTA fled t.o t.h9 

sout.heaat. 

Hearing ti. fl.ring, the compll!l1 conaander call•d the ••cond platoon 

leader, Lieutenant. Ru\lettr;.. The ccarp~ 0CD1Bnder wae infomod ot ti. 

contaot. and that the ••cond platoon hful euft\tred one aerioue17 wounded. 

The com:pa.nr oamznander 1natructe4 the platoona to aet up a perimeter 

and call for art.Ulery f'lt-• to the south. The ti.r•t. platoon vu directed. 

te conduct a fr'Neep or tti. area after the .upport.ing tire• were lif't.ed. 

!he company oonuua.nder then radioed battalion to 1nf'orm \hem of the elt­

uatim and to requ••t a lb1\ott helicopter. A• \he ooimpany c~4•1" 
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talked to the battalion cP 9 firing ago.in broke out in the vicinity of' 

the first and ••oond platoons. 

Th~ second platoon leader called the CO'D.pany aommander to inform 

him that the two platoons were reoeiTing fire from what waa estimated 

to be five automatic wee.pons located to their southeaat and soutlNest, 

Lieutent.nt. Rutledge waa directed to adjuet indirect. fires to the eouth­

eaet and south of his locntion. He wa.e informed that the company (•) 

we.a loos.ted about 500 meters southweat of his poeitiont and that they 

were to maneuver towards hi• position from the southwest to envelop the 

eneiry foree11. (See Me.p ~di ) 

The battalion was notified of the situ~lion by the com,eny com-

roander. The :tiroposed scheme or 11t.nsuver we.e exph.inetl and e. request wo.s 

made for Owpe'V 1 >.11 to begin movine towe.rda Company 11 011 • 

llOVt='iEUT TO CONTACT 

The company (-) moved southeast initially. This would plcce them 

l>ehind the enemy. The third platoon was placed in a column formation 

with a point element some 55 meters to the front. Flank security 'tme 

placed twenty meters out frotr1 the coluMn. The headquarters group 

brought up the rear. 

To increase security and prOYide the com.pa?J1 with a reserve, the 

Wea.pone platoon and Headq~s.rtera platoon had been organized into three 

fire teams. 'l'he 106 Reooilees Rifle sq•.ua.da were organized into two fire 

teams and provided f'lank security to the command group. The third fire 

team consisted ot1 the oompa.n;y CO?l1?11ander 1e driv6r, two additional 

RT01 a, and the aownunications sergeant. They provided rear aecurity for 

the column which was under the control of the weapons platoon leAder t 

Lieutenant Sudborough. 

The company (-) tuovotl southea.ot about. 250 J"letora before turni~ 

northeast towards the first and second platoona. The company commander 
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radioed Lieut~_Mledge and requeatecl thtt atatu, on the indirect 

.upporl.!ng ftf'ff• !he aecond pla\ocm lMA!er told him that the flreo ha<l 

'been requeete4, but t.4 no+.~ been rec.tv•cl• 

The oomp&%J7 (•) ccmUnued 1u moY«nent \owarda the firat and 

Pecond pla\Mma withoat ti. uae of" euppOl'ting 1nd1reC'\ ftn1. The ar­

tillery Fornr4 Oboener wu giTen ti. location• of the fu1t and 

second platoons and ti. comp1m7 (•)• The compt.111' e~d•I' r•queated 

trmedlat• ftr•• to the eU'\ of the Comp&nf (-) • Lieut.~ ltu\ledg• vu 

directed to t1'lfliter the :f'i.re dir~tion net to rr~c1ud$ shirt.inc fires 

into hie p•rimo\er. 

Ae the company (•) olo••cl to within an e1t1matsd '°° met.era eCJU.th 

ot the two platoons 1 the point element croee•d a vell-usecl trail. To 

preclude th• third plat.oo"' frcn •alking into a pct8!!1ible b'lbueh, tbt 

ple.toot'\ leader n.• d1r•et.ed to awing to ths west ot the trd1 e.nd haY• 

bi• tlank aecurity Tn01'• wt further. 

At 16201 the third ple.t.oon•a point elemim\ ma.de conta.ot With s.n 

unknown dzo m'A to~•• 'l'he ette1tf1 wen dug-in to their nort.heaat. The 

lea.d el01.T1.emt wa~ on17 200 rnet.ra aouth or the first o.nd second pla­

toons. (~ee Map •cft) 

The comp*113' camnand$J" radioed th• •econd platoon leader to aocer ..... 

\a.in hie plat?ons locatio't'1 relati.Te to the thil'd rt&toon. One• thia in­

foftlation w~e receiT•d• Ce.ptain Rylcoveki rel~ed it to the arlillerr 

l"onrard Ob1ttrver .. He requested imn•cliate fire• placed to th!t eoutm.e.at 

of the th\.r~ pls.to<m Md nd3m:t.~d in U!Jti1 ea.st Of th~ COlllpfl.nY (-)• 

The battalion n• notlf'1ecl or the oont.a.otjand the location ot t.hl 

comp~ (•) vit.h re1pect t.o the ti.rat and second plato(')n1. 

The third platoon wa• directed to uintain contact. and to maneuver 
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on 11ne. The platoon used tire and movement until the platoon had 

formed a line formation. (See Map "D" ) 

The weapon• platoon leader, Lieutenant Sudborour.h• wa.e directed to 

mO'Yft the 1o6 RecoUeas RS.ne squad l'>oated an the left nantc of the 

headquarters group to the wen flank of the third platoon and proTide 

the thir.tl platoon with f'la."1k aeCUl':lty. The 106 ReooUeas Rifle squad on 

the right tlank of' the headquarters group was moved by the company aom-

mander to a position on the east tle.dc of the third platoon. 

'.f HR ATTACK 

Lieutenant Alvar~do, the third plntoon le~der, ~ne directed to 

move north utilizing fire Md rr.ov~ent and oloee with the ent'n:1y posit-

ions. the attack vaa slowed by the denae vey.etat1on and the heavy enemy 

fire. At 162), the company (-) began receiving heavy 6cm and 82rmn 

mortar f'iro as the attack continued. 

The eiaet flank i,f the third pl!\t.,,on began rece1vinr, flunkin.r; fire 

from o. w:inll hill located twenty meters auay. 

The oanpa.ny commander requested that the supporting indirect fires 

be brought in closer. Aa the enemy fire continued to build up on th~ 

right. flank of the third platoon, the i:-ompn.rr; oo-nmand..,r me:n"HV"red t.h,, 

10( Hc·coi::.iLus Hif'lo squl\d l:\!ld a f'ire teu:;1 f'rOJ!t th~ third platoon 

against. the ernall hill. The compa.ey c~e.nd group provided flank 

security for the a.sonul t on the enemy-held hill. 

As tho attackers aiezed tha hill~ they come upon an estimated NVA 

battalion movinr; toward them froo the eouthueet. This battnlion ~Ra 

movinr, al on~ a trail, threo al-reut • n..'l'ld were leaA than f~1rtir meters 

away. The 106 Recoilese Rifle equad i?J!!Jlediately took the advancing 

NV A under fire. 
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THE HAST? DKJ'INU WE TO EHl!'J.11 ACTION 

Lieu\enazt\ AlTarado wa• 1nmsediatel1 no\lt1e4 ot t.he new threat, 

and vu orc1ere4 '\o bl"Mk contact to hi• front. and to tall back toward• 

the natl hill. Lieutenant lmory• the artillery Forward Obaener• va1 

directed t.o bring all aTailable tire• to bear on the attacking N'IA 

battalion,, 

Attel' issuing orders to Liwtenanh' ilTa.rado and Emoey, the 

company commander called Lieutenant Sudboraugh, the weapons platoon 

loader, and directed him to fall back with his west f'la.nk security and 

tie-in with tho oompan;y command group. Lieutenant Rutledge, the second 

platoon le~dor, vae notified ot the situation w1d WQS directed to 

attack eouth with the firet and second platoono to roinforce the 

compacy (-) • 

Th• company commander radioed the battalion eamnander and in­

formed him of the new developments. He requested izrmediate close-air 

support. 

The battalion commander directed Ca.ptain 11ykowek1 to break contact 

to allow 1\tll uee of air and e.rt111ery eurfcrt against the largo enemy 

force. Br 1633. the compBJ11 (•) was heaTily nngar,od on two tlanko and 

unable to break contact. The NVA battalicn had cut orr the witlJdrs:tta.l 

route. (See Map ":::") 

AIJ the compan;y commander radioed the battalion commander to inform 

him that the compaey (-) could not break contact, intense automatic 

weapon• fire laced into t"omma.nd group from three directions. The 
.e 

compaey commander organiz the 106 Recoilese Rifle squad, the fire 

team f'rorn the third platoon, and the command group in a haet.y perimeter. 

The third platoon fell back under intonao mall arme and automatic 

weapon• tire. They tied in with the 106 Reooilesl! Rine squad. The west 

nantc Reco1lees Rine squad, under Lieutenant Suc!.borough, wae unable to 

reach the COl?tta.nd eroup on the top of the hill and tied-in with the fire 

team from the third platoon on the southern portion or the hill. 
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A\ 16'7, the eneDJT launched an attack tram three direction•• (See 

Nap 1 D') the th1r4 platoon wu attacked from th• et.its thft beac!quartera 

gl'Cl.Lp f'rcmt t.he aoutlie••t• the eouth, a.n~ the iauthven. 

MansuTering Wld•r automatic wee.pon1·ecrrerlng n.re, the at.tacking 

HVA ovorraJ! the !'lre t.own from the thil'd platoon on t.he ~Ot.ttl .. ern port1cn 

ot the perirnet.or. Th• cartl!15.nd group, loes..ted on the top or tr.e hill, 

took the at.tacking ibrce under tire n.nd rcpulcftd the attnck h°G!:n the 

south. 

J.t HY10, Captain nykowek1 waB severely wattnr!c~ by en"'1\T e.utO!lJJltio 

traapona f!re. The NV'A at.tttcking ths h111 froo thit nouthen&'\ puahed the 

106 Racoileoa Uitle oqua.d to the top ot the hill wti.,re they cwerran it. 

The camnand group turn-4 to m~et tm new threat, 

DJ l~, t.h$ at.tack on the southeaet rortion of t11e Hll l19.d been 

ropulaeil wit.h hea.v7 cuual\1e• 01.tttered by the eO!!'!m&l\d gl"Ot.'.P• The artU­

le17 forward Obset"Yer a11J hi• i.lcoon Scrge:tnt were mortally wounded. Hi• 

R'?O --.e eli~htly voundttde '!'he ti.a inch Rea~ Mortar Forward Obeenflr -. 

sorio·1dy wounrlad, and hie RTO killed. !ha company commander wae hit 

again• Ho arid one of hi• nro• a were •erivuBlr wounded.. 

'.Ll40 comine.ntl j!,roup ~o.d lost. d 1 of' :\ts 'l~dg'loa.d fo!'Wa.rd observer•, 

u.nJ only on~ ro.dio within the ~on:man~. r,r0t1p lme .till operatiotlal. 

The att&ck f~om th.e aauthweet was rspulsod b7 Lieutenant &idborw 

OUgha 1 security eler1ent. Lieutonant tiudborough n.s killed e.nd only two 

men in tho rear secur1 ty ela1ont nnd tho remnininr. 106 RecoUesa R111.• 

equad ourvbed the attack• 

'l'he OQlllpfUl.¥ owuw.<!er informed the Lat~.lion cciwn1t!..."'lcl.:'.Jr or the oit­

uat.ion and ~eque•ted clo1e-in nrtUlery and ail' aupport be cwployed. Thi 

bat.talion COl!lll&ftd•r directed the CC1111J>fU11 (•) t.o mark it• location :tor 

the gunship• on ah.t.ton. 
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Bo'\h Li~ Alftl't\do and ~bin Rykowak1 employed a.U aft.it• 

&bl1 1moke grena.us dUrlttG the ~ ftrui- :minuter:, bu\ the mr.oke eould 

not penetrate \he thick double ce.11opy. 

Co.pta~ Rj'kowski Jirected L1eutel1A!'1t. Alvarado ta employ hand hold 

flaros in e.n r..ttet~pt to per1ctrat,, tt~ ju.'lele ca...'10pS l:l.'1d gui~e Uie com­

tiand and control chip to their locei.tlon. The ccapnny commander t.t-en 

directed lih attont.iona to t-eorge.nizins; th2' ha.sty por1:!1eter. 

Ll~ht.ly lilounded porconnel 't!ere plaeod l·ack on t.Ite perlr.eter d'tsr 

mttdical care. Cl~c1oro in1uea wore Ween frot:t the clea.d nnd o~rlo· .. u;l,y 

wo1.tnded, i;aceeu up to t.lia COli!pntiy co~vn.."lder, antl placod :l.c.l'or:s t!:c tc..;: 

of the hill. Fragmentatlon and White Phosphorouo grenadea were paseod 

up t.o tbo compnn,y commander and the t1-ro RT0 1 u. 

Ho 101&&er l\lle to ruov~ on his own, tho ccr.-.pnn_y ca":nf'lJlcler 1~nd biti­

'olf pos1 t.ioned ncnr the top of th6 hill. P'ran thia vn.ntace point, he 

could aee moot or the perimeter and directed personnel into pocitiona 

along ita aouth"rn and eastern ;portions. 

All vound•4 men m9"4 into po•i:Uon on t.he ea~ tl.ank ot \he perim-

1 ter, 'th• HVA le.unohed a •Human Wa.Te" attack from the south. A• the 

•ner c~ acroa11 the top of the hill, pe.r.sing throur.;h the r;s:p left ~Y' 

the i'allcn 106 Rocoilesi:: Rino oqua.tl, ei~ht cle.y:noro r:iines trore deton­

ated cir.1u.1.tcmoouoly. Thio infl.lcted ho~Yy caz:ruruot~oo in tlie cent.er of 

thfl o.ttaoki11f; fol.'ce o.n<l rovulnod it. Tl!o NV~\ !'ell 11E.c~-: under cover of 

automatic WOa:pOUD n.nd 82:-..u l:llortn.r fi~ee 

the bQu.U.qu.artero t;roL<p of tho coI:ipo.ny (-) ~d ta.teen liea.T}' ctta­

ual"tiea in tile second at.ta.ck. Only thrH ~en, the CO!npaey commander eel 

two RT011, were let\ on the hill. The remnant• ot L1eutenant.ta&dbor­

ough1a veat tlank: 1ecuriq were moYed to a poBit.ion at tho lfoete1·11 be.H 
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•t •bt hlll. fr-Olll thi• loca:Uo+hq could prnent the !WA hm tb.nking 

t.hll hill 1n that 4irectimu-

'l'o replaett eerioue oa.1tttaltl•• an +.he erurtern pori1on o~ the per­

imeter, thtt senior ?'.19dlcal e.id!!!an was d1l"actat! to a1c11t loas aeriouf11J' 

wouru!nd personnel 1n\o poe1t1ans covering R.pproa.ehea e.routtd. the hill 

ttom \hat di!"&C'\1on. T~ e&n1or tnedical lddiarut wn8 the onlr trained 

r.!edic tert. al1T8 ht th1t oonpo...-v ( ... ). no was one of tho tour poraone 1n 

ti,. Oot1pllJ9' (•) et111 capable ot' walking. 

tYMJ.n tht\ ~(l!tlor niclran vas n.tm1gt1~c Men into position, the !TVA 

1rnt1'teh('Jd itflO'the!' •rtu:Man tfave" attack. Th('t na.ln o.ttn.ck w~s clhectcd 

e.gn!n"t the th1r4 plo.toon on the ennt, aud the m.tpporU.ng attack direct­

ed 8.gflinat th8 hlll on the south. 

TJ1e tli!rd platoon ln!M.e.Hy engr.r;ed t!1e c.t.tMk t11th cle..yr:.or~ ~ines. 

l.s the ettack 11lmred, the third platoon plaeed 1t hoa.vy Toh~• cf auto­

JNl't.1.o \fH.rone !'ire> m t.,..e a!v-ancinri; toree!I. Tho enenw cl.,sed tr1th the 

th!J'd pb.toon and Yer• repuls&d. l7 hand. to hat1' OOft'lbat. 

Tlie eupportin£ l\tt.~.ck n:oved below the topo£t'f.phical crest of the 

hill tci the L1out.t1. f.e. t.tie oner.y &tb:'.'•pted to !1.f':nk t.hf') hill from th~ 

ttoot, +.1,e RTO' s htM throwit~g f;rOn~tfoB fror, the t.op cf.' the hill. Thio 

t'orced tJie NVA to withdl"o.ll he.ok domt the "'-OJ'~ into the direct !'irt"t ot 

the repoeitio11ed WUt ne.nk l'lfJCl.U'i'tya 

CM thrJ Muthenot, thn r;rone.do! held up the en~iyo• advance. Thia 

e.llowed too oeniot• eidr::an tf!Ml to co::~phte t'lOVine WO\lnd&d r1en into po­

aition. Onee in po!!'ition, tl>Oy botr,on to pb.ee etr.otiTe tin on th9 

8nesf\Y f'tocm Jes• than ten l'18tent cautll\lt him te withdn.'f. They then 

aa•ill\ed the third platoon br tin ln "'ptA].eing \he l!!llin a'\-t.aokt 

When the attack wu repulactd, the compeJ11 COIXIW.\nder had the £~ 

11en capable ot walking rediriribute umunits.OtM While thi• vu in prog-
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re11 1 he called thit f'irot and second pb:looQS. Ile requested iu1'orma\10ft 

c.n ibelr progreus towudo tl• cwnplUG' (•) looet1on. 

The 1econd 'Platoon leader !nf'orttttd thG cm.paey consna.."'!dttr that both 

ple.tome were en,i:;s~ed trom the eut and the south and werft unablo to n­

intoree tbe eo!".pll.~ ( ... ). 

Tbt eomrnny 00•1ttMtn·1er Si11tch8d hio mly r::i.dio bo.c~:: to the bntta.lion 

OOTt1mnnd Fre111tency nn1 r~layed th8 .11tuation t.o tho :)attdlon collDl\BJ.tdor • 

. U thia tims • 1\tr\htt? att8"!pt1 we!'$ made by t.bl cc:upany CCllXIDlt.rl~er to 

guide th1t battalion oOJl'llUU\4er•e O<mmumd an~ Control helioopttir to bil! 

location. All remaining Nu\~held tlares ver~ t1.1·edJ hoYovsr 1 no!le J:'~ 

et.rat•d ths canopy. 

At 1717, ~hlr>• tr-om tlie 1'70th Avintivn r.'cmp~ "ere able to 

ldent1~ all tl-1endl1 unttl:r 1n the ar~a. As they le~ cloa.,...in wprori 

of t.blt ttrst. and effond platoons• tha Nf A ird:t.1.ated 9%1 uaaul '\ on the 

two platoons• 

'l'o prsve~t clol!G-1n atr riupr.orl 1 th" enetay pr~ssec! close to ti~ 

perimeter ot the two platoon.e. 1.i'luten11.nt Stoner; the firet platoon 

1.,.der, directed the gunshlpa 1n even olof'ler. Supporting fire• fin tht 

gwwblpa tell along t.he perimeter. Lieut.enant. S\oner and •n•nl men in 

the t1rst platoon were hit by ir.a.ehi."'l.egun fire from one 0£ the V1J18hiP•• 

Thia clo!!&-1n, offttctivo tlro brol:e the atta.ok a."lj killod a la.rge molber 

of the onel"'f1 • 

At 17110, olose contact v111 bro1f'.sn by- th& enemy, The first. arid 

••c~~d platoon~ tego.n their reorga..~ization and reoonsol1da\ion. !U• to 

ouualtfos, they vare unable to proceed to~ar<11 tha ootnpo.:-v (-) to 

et-feet a. 11~=-- 1Jr. 

To the •outh1 the c~llJ\T (-) waa otill EtUrraunded • They \lero re­

ce1Ylng heavy sniper and nut0t3ltio weapons tire. H<nfaver 1 tho e11erzy tm~• 

no tunhel' at.tempt• t.e n•l'Nn t.bl M1MgUere4 element.. 
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The ?tVA, undo-r CO'Ver or inhudve f'1.r~, l-er.;o;n peH.olng the 'ba.ttl• 

area. l'rom h1.1 vantage point, th• ccapaey cWl:ltlnder ob•ened \he •r.11~• 

effort and requeste4 utill•?J' eupport b• b:tought in oloeer. 1".1 to \he 

ins.b1H.t;r of' Lieutel'W.!1\ Ab&l"ado e.nd Oe.ptt.ln Ryl~owsld to e.daquately nark 

their loco:t.1on, tb1 batt:Ulo.n ~or'.!?1.8.nder \f~ s r~lu-::t~1t to t1.~.juet :tn<l1.rec' 

!'ire uuprort ':'loeel° t".> 't.'1~ ~':"tlprUl;' (-). 

ruu:t:ru:t ~ :.;.~ 

At. 1825 1 Oo-urany 'A' linked-up with the tlrot and eecond platoon11 

ot Compan, • 01 • Captain !areena, the camnenAing of'tlee:r ct OomptU:!J • A1 , 

ti.11PUMd eO!:l2rla.nd of th• torctte OampllJ't1 •A1 took over ror:pon::i1'::111ty for 

the r-erim--.iter, tmJ. llie tlfo 1ilu.toon11 f'rm Cnr...ipa.-iy ·~ hcgan clearing M 

LZ re~ ttxt.~.cticn ot ~he t:UHaltio1. 

At 1t3'~, the bat.to.Hon COl:!jl]nnder le~ a eeven rum Command and 

Control pe.rty 1n e. 00t1bat t.soault on t.n LZ :500 net.era ~outh of' the 

compflll1 (-). A.a \be bat.Wion O<miwid Group began 't!oTing '\owar4a t~ 

c0t1pari,y (-) • t.h~ point mou opotted :rlVA !novh.t; to th~ir f'ront. 'l'M 

CoL!!'~!d Cll'<J'.lj:> t,e:--:porarlly r{ih\r~1.e<l lo the t.r.. 

Tho fir ct nntl aeconrl 1ilatoona of' Cot1£Hlll~ "c• ho.cl cl~o.red an LZ h7 

1900• and a D..tn\ott helicopter ttae requested. In nddition, a request tor 

the batt!l.lion tmrgeon, riedica.l a.id!!lon. nnd ~:_edlcnl oupr,lios wan sent tl!J 

the bri.Hc.Unn Cf'. 

The helicopter o.:·rivec n.t 2COCh Wlti.le hovorlnr. to hoint \ho 

woundoJ• it 1-:us chot cl')\111 by nn O!'ttm.y t-4n noc':et. 'i'tro or tl·o cro;·rr.1en 

ttoro killed !'J.nd two nera wo1.mded • 

Tho explosion of tri. helicopter ended any furtht1r att0?::1pt of evac­

uation at tl.at. loco.:t..ion. Tho bat talion co.a.:o.nder, o.waro ot~ the <l0\lne4 

helicoptGr 1 l-ras nhle to ceeura e. !.1ort!t dealreo.lle LZ lfith hia }.'!ltrol. Ha 

directed Cor.·p~tiy "A' &.!l" ~h~ b10 plato0"le of Cc·~any •c• to move +..o tt-e 

n• u. 
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At 222.5, Oa.p\ain a,kowskl vu naouat.ecl from the LZ. 

The ti.rd an4 1eooncl platoons fram. Oampa!\f • c' enterect the LZ a\ 

22"• !t. ba\tallon c...-nd.er "organ1H4 the tare•• into a tuk organ-

1.zat.ion. Canp&J9' •1• eecurecl t.he perlnet.r. L1ght11' wounded peraomel 

from. Comparv 1 c' were empla,ed aa litter bearers. '1.'h• battalion command 

group became the landing zone control team. 

The extract.ion ot all eeriaue]J' wounded vaa completed by 01'°, 22 

lie.rch 1967, and the battalion ot:mnand group departed the landing zone 

for the battalion FSB. 

Oompa.rJY' 1 A1 and the remainder of Compa~ •c• organized the per­

imeter and eetabliehed security fol" the balance of the night. Onl~ 

sporadic sniper fire waa received throughout the night. At 0627, some 

25 rounds of' 82mm mortu fire fell around the perimeter. ?to casual tie• 

wore sustained. 

At 1030, Compaiv 1 B1 made a combat e.ooault ;oo met.era south of 

Company 1 011 (-) point of contact. Coznpa.ey- •o• rnoved to the LZ and was 

airlifted to the bat.talion FsB. They asaumed 11eour1ty of the battalion 

FSB nnd began reorganizine their forces. 

SUil?'AJlY 

On 17 t:a.rch 1967, Ccmpa.ey 11 011 • 2d Battalion, ;Qth Infantry, made a 

combat assault northeaat of the battalion FSB. Their mission waa to 

conduct search and destroy operations weot towards the Nem Saths.y River 

blocking possible exfiltration routea. On the third ~ of the operation, 

Comp&l\Y •c• began moving southeast tmrard the battalion FSB. 

llie to the compaey•a relatively small siZe, 99 men including a.t­

taohnents, and the known tactic• of the enec;y1 the company we.a split 

into two element.a• The first and second platoons moved on the ea et, and 

the third platoon and headquarters group moved on the weat. furinr, the 

conduct. of' the aearoh and destroy operations, the two elements rnoved 
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eome 6oo me\er• apar\. Th1• po111t.loned them cloae encagh to perm!'\ rapid 

re1nforcem.ent1 ye\ 1 left both el•en\• eut'ficlerr\ aaneuYer apace. 

Prior to departing \be OYenight perSmeteze, the camp&n1' eamn•nder 

would request. preplanned t:lrea alo?J.g the day•a intended routes. The pre­

plann•d f1rea 1erved a dual purpo .. 1 the1 placed firea on likely danger 

area.e along the route fJ'am which platoon leaders could rapidly adjun 

fire, and they eenod aa marking rounda for the platoons. 

At 1550, 21 ?!arch 1967, the firat and eeoond platoons began reoeiv-

int, f'ire ft-cm two NVA while aee.rchinr; a bWlker complex. The INA were 

taken under fire e.nd fled to t.he eoutheaat. While tbft OOJ!!P&ey ocmimnder 

waa reporting the information to tm battalion CP, the first and second 

plntool18 were engaged by an estimated tive automatic weapons. 

The comp~ canmander informed the second platoon leader of his 

scheme of maneuver, requested Oompm11 ••• to move 1n hia direction, and 

began maneuvering the comptUJ1 (-) towards the f'iret. end second platoons. 

Aa the campan;,v (-) maneuversd to the eoutheastr, the second platoon 

leader was called age.in to inf'orm ~ o~ the location and progre1• of 

the company (-). He wu directed to place fires to the eouthee.at of hi• 

location. The artillery Forward Observer va.a given the location of both 

elements nnd was directed to eet irmnediate fires into ~he area. 

The company (-) continued to close on the first and second platoons 

without the use of' supporting indirect fires. The point element of' the 

third platoon crossed a well-usod trail '°° t:1eters south of the first 

and second platoons location. To avoid moving into a possible ambusht 

th~ third platoon was directed to movo to the west of the trail, and was 

further directed to 1ncree.ee the diete.noe between the point and flatik 

security elements and the ma.in body. 

At 1620, the point element of the third platoon made contact with 

a.n undetermined eis enemy for~•· T_he third platoon va.a maneuvered on 
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lS.U. to d_..lop the -•1tua\1on. ftank arul rear eeOUJ>it1 •• prod.ded by 

the heaclquutera P'G'lP• BJ t62'• the a\\ack • ._. alow•d by t.he bttm•• 

tin an4 tbi~ uncterbruab• 

The thlrcl pla\oon began noe11'1ng heavJ mnal.1 umt f!.H trca \he 

eut. tlal'llt. The Compal\f c0111mander maneuvered the ftanlc eecuritr and the 

command group age.inst the threat. Aas the aeourity element gilned the top 

of' th& h111, thef came upon an eetimated NV'A battalion movin~ toward 

them. 

The element.• ot the com.ptll\V' (-) were notified of the new threat and 

directed t.o f'e.11 back e.nd form a hasty perimeter. Within tiinutea, the 

comp8.t\1 (-) wae decis1Tely engaged and unable to break contact. The bnt-

talion OP waa notified, the aecond platoon leader vaa directed to attack 

south, and all 11•1a1.lable indirect fire aupport was requested. 

At 16,71 the enen;er launched an at.tack from three direct.ions. Dy 

164o, ths campa.cy commander we.a woi.mdodt all trained Fontard Obaervera 

he.d became caeuat.ties, and the coo.-=e.nd group had only one radio lett. 

Colll!lunication was eatab11ehed with the battalion commander and additional 

fire support waa re1fUest.e4. 

Due to the double canopy, the Forward Air Controller wae unn.hle to 

identity the f'riendly ground forces. Attempts to nark their locations 

with e:1oke proved f'ruitleas. The third platonn lendor was directed to 

.continue his attempts at. marking the location while the company CO!l1t'lan-

der began reorganizing the perimeter. 

-
While the reorganization was being conducted, the enemy launched the 

first or three 11 Human Wave" attacks against the compa.ey (-). All attack• 

were repulsed, but the compaf\V' (-) suffered heavy casualties. 

Some 200 meters to the north, the first and second platoons were en 

r;ar;ed on two flanks and unable to move towards the canpany (•)• As the 

UVA launched en e.t.tack a.gains~ th~, the 170th ATiation Company, wa.e 
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able to identify th91r positions. Oloee-in air eupport broke up the HfA 

at.tack and infU.oted hea'W'J cawal\1•• among the enemJ• 

At. 174<>, heaTJ cont.act. wae broken bt the en_,.. Tho fS.ret and 

aeoond platoons began reorganising. To the 1outht the compan;r (-) was 

etill surrounded. The.1 wore receiving intense sniper and mortar tire. 

Company 1 A1 re1n:f'orced the first and eeoond platoons e.t 1825. tfork 

was immediately at.a.rtod on clearing an LZ. By 1900, a hole wae cleared 

1n the dense jungle, and a fuetoff helicopter we.a requested. The heli­

copter arrlvod at 2000, but was shot dO"!f?l while hovering over the 

oleArine;. This ended all further attempts at evacuating wounded ftom 

the LZ. The two elements were directed to move to anothef LZ about 500 

meters to the eouth. 

A platoon :f'rCIII Oompaey 1 A1 linked up wit.h Compaey •c• (-) at 2100. 

The platoon wae given the m.11sion of securing the perimeter while the 

wounded were heing treated. To expidite matters, the third platoon 

leader of Company 1 01 supervised the construction of poncho litters. 

The company (-) began moving its wounded toward.a the new LZ at 2150. 

Compa.ey 1 01 (-) arrived at the new LZ at 2210. The first Dustoft 

helicopter arrived o.t 2220 and the evacuation of the seriously wounded 

began, The first and second platoons arrived at the LZ at 22.~5· 

While the evacuation of the wounded was heing conducted, the bat­

talion C01"1Mnnd [;roup controlle" the LZ operations. The lir.;htly wounded 

personnel fl-om Compaey •o• acted n.e litter bearers. Company "A1 secured 

the perirnetar. 

All seriously wounded were evacuat~d by 01;o. Companies ~A1 and •c• 

reorganized the perimeter and set out eecurit1 tor the remainder of the 

night. 

At. 10.30, 22 !-!arch 1967, Company 1 B1 made a combat assault ;oo 

(22) 



met.er• •CN\h ot t.bli _point ot contact.. ComplUJI' 1 c• wa• ext.rao't.ed and 

returne4 to t.119 bat.tau.cm JIBB to begin reorganimatlon. 

1. Prior to departing the tnemigh~ location, the comp1Ll'J1' com­

mander made a map reoonnaia1anoe of the intended routea that hia el• 

em.ent1 would mOTe over that ~. n.tring thla map reconnaisaance, he 

planned tire• on the likely clanger areaa along the routes. Theae fires 

were placed on call and when approved iaeued to the platoon leaders. Aa 

the compaey moved during the day• the preplanned fires were called for 

prior to moving through a danger area. Thia measure would aeaiat the 

platoons in adjuating fires in tho ovent of contact. Whon the first and 

second platoons came under fire t'rom the southeast, no attempt was made 

by either platoon leader to adjust t'rom a preplanned concentration 200 

meters to their south. 

Thia preplanned concentration was placed on the hill that Compan;y 

•c• (-) defended later in the day. Failure by the platoon leadera to 

utilize the fires available reoultod in the two platoons becoming pinned 

down by five automatic weapons. 

2. In planning the day's route, the company commander split his 

company into two elements. This action was based on the knowledge of 

the enemy's tactics or e~~zL~g complll\1 elzrJ elements in daylight 

while they were moViJ'lB• The ~nerny ttould quickly close with the company 

before close-in indirect ~.re could bo employed effectively. The enemr 

would then attempt to 1Urther fragment the company into platoon sized 

elements. 

IUe \o the compe.ey1 a small size, each of' the two elements would 

have the relative combat power equivalent to a rifle platoon. This con­

figuration gave each element what was considered by the company comman­

der to be sufficient fire power to sustain itself in a fire fight. 
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'• £\Mt \o \hi Ual\ed obeena\lon ln \he .A.Ot \he ComplltV' ueed a 

mod1ft.e4 ohea\:erboad the ccmct..io\ of \he eeurah and de.W~ operation• 

MO'lernent through the denae Wldel'brueh was alow and dltf'lcult to 

control• The oquad leaders d1d not have ro.dlo ooorrunlclltt.on with the 

platoon 1ea4era, and obeonat1on t.o the 1lwic1 l'!$ldcm e7.ceeded 2!} 

Meters. Sines the ccriran;v only had a cone ot ao'\ion 1,ooo metcn w1de 1 

tho two element.c vero p 'aced about 000 metore a.pM"t. 

In cooir.ig to tn.11o1 tho eloetmt.o would halt. The lead elernenta 

WOt..tld clcnorloe.t out to a dle\ance 01~ 4oo rieten. Thia ef'feot.lvel.J 

covered tlie nn~ignad ~one. I\ aleo allowed tho rear elemente to aot. aa 

a roeorve fer tNt nquada out on the cloverleaf. 

4. Prior to either OCIIlpflnY depar\lnc the O'lernlcht 1ocat1on1 tho 

eooond pla.toon co.'"lch.1cted a l!n1oep or the porimoter. 

Al thour,h the t~ apent conducting t.ho BUcep of tho pe!'!'."!eter ttt\D 

exoeoolve, it waa doamod neceeonry. furinr, the conduct ot th!! mtoCT, 

anefot the ror.-.a.in1nr; platoons ln the oc:ripany" tme doa!gnated ruJ 111 re­

action foroo 1n the ev«Mt ot on ambueh. 

'• Onoo tl:e m10cp of tho porirt0'9'-.er Ut'.O C<r.-plntod, P.l"eplntmnd 

f'irea voro cnllod 1n around the pcril!letor. 

Thie action "-'".e to prevont. tho rrvA !'rm t'!OVin[; into oloco prox-

kity of' the porL~eter nft.et tho ou~op. 

6. lblt1ple routes• dlfi'ot!ent than th,,ao used on ontoritir; tli;, 

por1t:totor t•ie pre"t1oun nicht, ~ore ooloctod for dopartini; t.ho ovol"nicht 

loaat.1.on. 

'l'hle MOnoure "11n1mized the porsn1bU1ty or an robuah oJ.onc a pre<r­

loualy used route. Sufficient tlme uns alla:1ed hetwocn oleinentd to 

avoid oonf\Jeion and poaeible eneacenon\ of one another. 
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i 7 • .U the ti.rat and aeoond platoons completed their search of the 
i 
1 well-used• high-speed trail, they were giTen ample time to complete 
l I , t.helr reorge.nlstation and place their aecurlt~ elements out.. 

I 
I 

Seeuri\y during the mcne wae prOYided by three man point and flank 

elements. This was approximately 1/3 ot the oombat power of' the rifle 

platoons. Rear •ecurity for the two rifle platoone was provided by a 

fire team under t.he control ot the platoon 1ergeant. In addition, an 

81rrm mortar Forward Obaenel" vaa placed with the rear security. Thie 

allowed indirect fire to be placed on the enemy followine the platoons, 

and it provided tho platoon sergeant ~1th a meano of cOJ:IJnunication ~1th 

the platoon leader. 

The weapons rlatoon leader was responsible for providing eocurity 

for the conimand group. To assist him the 106 Rec•ilees Rifle squads 

were organized into fire teama and employed on the :flanks. The rear 

security was a fire team comprized ofa the cor:ipany comrnnnder1 1 driver, 

the COOJ11lunicat1ons sergeant• end two RT01s. 

B, Once the f'irst and second platoons were en&~a£;ed, thoy failed 

to register f'irea around their perimeter. 

This allowed the NVA to close on the two platoons. From thdiir lo-

cation, the snomy were able to effectively onu:i.r,e tho:n B.l1d prevented 

the two plntoonn f'rom moving to the aseiDt.nncc of' the cor.ipe.ny (-). 

9. Once contact was initiated, the situation reports to the 

comp~ Cam".1.1.nder were vague and inf'requent. 

Based on available inf'ormat.1on, the company commander made an es-

timate of the situation. He informed the second platoon leader o.nd the 

battalion CP of his proposed scheme of naneuver. He requested all avail-

able fireo be brought on the known ene!lJ1 positions. i'rior to the third 

platoon• s contact, the compruv commander was not made at1are ot any 

further build-up of enerJllV forced around the two platoons. 
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10. The achem.a .of maneuYer eelected by the ccmp&JV camm.ander we.a 

band on the d11poa1t1on of the e~ 1n relation11h1p to hie loca.tion. 

To preclude \he enemy from 'brMld.ng con\aot 1 tbl ocmpaJ\T' ocanan­

der requested indirect 11Uppo1"\ing tire• to block one tlank while tbt 

cornpl!U\f (•) attacked tram the opposite flatlk and rear. 

11 • In moving to contact, the security olemente of the corupaey 

(-) were moved further out. f'ram the 111ain body• 

Due to the increased v~ume ot small e.rme fire 1n the vicinity of 

the f'ir11t. and second platoone, the coinpa~ CD!mlander elected to close 

on their location in a column format.ion. Thia formation provided max­

imum 'firepower to the flanks while providing a greater degree or epeed 

and control. 

12. Prior to maneuvering the company (-), the c':lmpan:y corraua.nder 

requested that Canpany • A1 begin moving towards his location. 

Thia request waa based on the knowle<1ge that it ,.,ould t~J:e Compau~ 

1A" a C'.lo!teidarable time to traveroe the dense underbrush and reinforce 

the C01"1pe.ny (-) 1f neoden. 

1,. \·ihen the point eloo.'1Tlt of the third plntoon cntic upon t.ha well­

uood, hif".h-E1pcod trail, the compnny comr.ionrlor 1llrocted tho third platoon 

to mC've to the west of the tre.11. 

Althou~h it tool: severnl minutes to eccomplieh this maneuver, the 

compa.'l'JY COJ1..!?lle.nder wanted to avoid walkinG into a poso1ble ambush. 

14. As the company (-) oloeed to within ~ meters of the f'irst and 

second platoon, artillery f'ires were placed to the southeast of their 

location. These fires were co-ordinated with the tirat and second 

platoon leaders. The oompnny commender olected to continue the movement 

to contRct tri thout. wai tinr; f'or the 1'1res to begin. 

It was felt that the company (-) could achieve an element. of sur-
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prize 1t it l"eaohe_d the enflrr1J pos1tione at the aszne time that the in­

direct. flre support vae brough'\ to bear on the opposite nank. The 

company commander nl.110 conaidered epeed eaeentie.1. At the time it ns 

f'el\ that the· enemy would loon move to eurrtA.md the first and eecond 

platoons. 

15. The point element of the third platoon made contact ~1th an 

undetermined number of NVA. 

Tl1e third platoon we.a directed to mnneuver on line and develop the 

situation. The third platoon closed on the en~1 s poeitione us1nr, fire 

and movement. To allow the platoon to brine me.::timum fire to bear on the 

enemy• the security elements from the command group were placed to the 

flanks and rear of the third p la.toon. 

16. As the third platoon closed to within 25 metere of the ener.iy 

poeitione, Oot:nn and 82mm mortar t'irea began fe.llinr; on the attacking 

elertenta. Fla...'llting fires were directed against the platoon :from a Br!lall 

hill. The heavy r1ro and thick underbrush Bl0'1ed the attack. 

To maintain the manentum of' the attack in the fa.co ot increasing 

enemy tires the company commander committed hie small reoorve. The hill 

was koy terrnin fron which tho ent'!UIY could d~.rect, erf'ective f'ire on the 

third rilo.toon. Sei~uro of tlw hHl would relieve t"e pre~::uro or? l he 

third platoon nnd troul:l allolf them to coa+.inue their attack. Artillory 

fires were directed in oloser to support the attack. The o.ttack was 

succeosftll e..nd timely. It placed an elor.ient on the key terrain a.e the 

UVA maneuvered hio reinforcements into position. 

17. Based on the ene111Y 1 S actions, the company (-) wae ~arced to 

bree.k contnct o.nd form a hasty perim'!tor nndor en"'1'Y preosure. 

Fragmente.!'1 orders ~ere issued to all elements. The situation was 

relayed to the second plntoon leader and the battalion COll?lllPlnder. A 

request for all available indirect fire support. was made to the bat­

e.lion cc:mmander. 
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18. Close-in ~il" Support. wu on-1t.a.ticn in th& vioird.tf• However• 

t.he double canopy etf9ct1Te1~ ecreened all element• f'ram aerial obeer-

Tatton. 

Attempts to signal the Command and Control helicopter were in 

vain. The smoke dieDipated prior to bre&.king through the canopy. !Jand­

held flares were emrloyed by tho third platoon leader. but they did not 

penetrate the double canopy. The lack of ade.quate n,eans to 111ark their 

location precluded both elements f'rcxn utilizing the available fire 

support. of the gunships. The battalion oommander wae reluctant to 

direct close-in air e.nd artillet; BUpport until the friendly elements 

could be ident11~ed. 

19• In organizing the perimeter, the omnpany camnander detennined 

the emo.ll hill to be ker terrain. He placed the 106 Recoiless Rifle 

sque.d e.n1 the i'ire team from. the third platoon around the southern 

portion ot the hill. The command group occupied the top of' the hill and 

were the reaene f'oi: the cornpnny (-) • 

Although only a. f'ew minutes were available to form the perimeter, 

tho compruzy commander deemed it neceaeary to retain a reserve rather 

than place all personnel on the perimeter initally. When the perimeter 

was penetrated in the initial enemy att&ck, the reserve was employed 

aucceeefully to stop the pf!netration and t.o oject the enemy t'rom the 

peri'l!.eter. 

20. The loea of all trained Forwe.rd Observers seriously hampered 

the effectiveness of the supporting f'iree. 

IXle to his vounds, the c01!1pany canmandor lapsed into periods of 

unconeciouen6SS and was unable to adjust fires adaquately and contin-

ually. The third plnto~n leader vns Hounded and his radio was inoper­

able. The lone of both t~ close-in air e.nd artillery aupport allowed 

the NVA forces unrestr1ct'9d movement in the bat.tl& area, and they were 

able to mount co-ordinated attacks against the canpe.ey (-) • 
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21. The O(ll!lp8J11 (-) was l.mable to break contact to pennit full 

u'\il1u.t.1on of' all &Ta11able tire support meana. 

Had the headquarter• elament 1nllled1atel:r te.llen back, the third 

platoon would have been cut. ott, rhia would have facilitated the 

enemr•a fir•t objective ot fragmenting tho company into platoon sized 

element.a. The seizure of the D!:'All hill f'orced the enei~ to deplO"J pre­

maturely. F\.trther, it denied him key terrain in the battle nrea from 

which he could place effective small arms fire on the tt10 friendly 

elements. 

22. Tho initial attack on the he.sty perbneter was repulsed, but 

heavy casualties were in11ioted on the Ca!!I!land r.:roup. Cnnt1"1unl reor-
-..../' 

ganization off eet tho enemy's nUMerical superiority. 

f>l&.cinc light,ly wounded personnel back on the perimeter nllowed 

the company (-) to maintain mutual support around the periphery. The 

employment of cl~oreo to block th-9 most dangerous avenues of' 1.pproach 

e.nd to reinforce all nvaila.ble fires brn~e one e.tta.ck end f:llo,1ad e.11-

other. Maximum use waa me.de of breaks in thQ action to rccliotr~.huto a.11-

munition. All ammunition was removed from the rlea.d and seriounly wounded 

by the oenior aidman e.nd waa given to personnel tt!ruming the perimoter. 

~;;. Alternate mt9ane 01' Oor.:7llun1cn.t1on b"3tweon the platoun lendr.rs 

nn~ t.he company comma.nderf wn.o not eetahl1al10d. 

Enerey prensure did not allow time to lo.y wire. The extra 11T01e in 

t.he rear security el&.nent were unable to reach tl!e top of' the hill, and 

tliey were killed in the initie.1 attack. The lose or three radios in the 

COl!llland group within the first 17 minltee seriously a~f~cted the 

compaiw commander's ability to communicate on the three nets1 Company, 

Battalion, e.nd Fire Direction. 

2Ji. f'lntonn 11etlicf"l niur.~cn y:ov~-nc durh1g a :f'irefight exposo them­

aelTee needlessly. 
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The .failure of the platoon load9r1 to keep the f l~toon medical 

aidllen under t.he1J' oont.rol d"lrin& the h•&TJ' fighting reaul ted in t.11 

t~r platoon medic• becoming caeualti••• Th• loas of the modical 

a1dmen 1eriou•l7 afi'ected the treat.men\ ot the wounded. 

TMlNll!G lMPf~lCATIONS 

1. Preplanned fire• plac~d on-call are e1sential to the eucceee 

ot the operation. Platoon leaders nust become thoroughly familiar with 

the procedures for calling in supporting art.Ulery and air support. 

2. In organizing the compe.iv for o~bat, the company commander 

must consider the Miasion, Enemy, Troops A•ailahl•• Terrain, Time, and 

Space, (METTTS). Based on the known enemy tactioa, the terrain, and the 

space, the company commander split his compeJV into two elements. Both 

had aufflcient combat power to sustain itself 1n a firefight. 

'· Commanders of the next higher headquartero must be continually 

kept abreast of tho rapidly changing situation. The vague, inf'requent 

in1'ormation given to the company commander led him to sCJlect a scheme 

of me.neuTer to flank what waa estimated to be f'i ve auto:nai:.1.c weapons. 

The cornpe.uy (-) did not rno·.ro to th9 i.r.Jedio.te 11s:;i:Jtu:.1co of the t.;10 

rifle platoons. 

4. Maximum utilization must be made of all available supporting 

fires. The failure of the platoon leader• to call for fires immediately 

responsive to their neede caused the two rifle platoona to become 

pinned down. The compaey commander did not employ the indirect fire 

support to the fUlleat extent possible while moving to contar.t. 

5. In organizing a peri!Ueter defense, maximum use of offensive 

&.ct1ons must be orr:ploptd. Tlie fe.ilure or the first nnd second platoons 

to sweep the immediate area around their perimeter and to eet out 

lictening posts permitted the NVA unrestricted ruaneuver and observation 

\-1hile closing on th-., per1.rz;~tcr undetected. 
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ole&rlt define their di•poai\ien. The inab11i~ of the two elemonta to 

t!la.rk their loca,1011 nnd d.1epe111 t.1on for the \:at. talion cmi=andor and 

Forward ll.ir ccn:t.rHler d$l~od cr1ticall1' t~del! clo=a-ln air and 

art.illorr euppor\, 

7• Medical personnel met be controlled by leader• at. all eoh-

the t.reateont. of tbc ecrS.oucly wounded pel*oonn~l. !~edicr:U aldmen oovinr, 

dur.1ng a firefight often bt?Ccroe tho toce.l ('o1nt of' the ein~ fire. 

e. ln • perlae\er doten.e, a lftn&ll reetJl'Ye must. he maintained. 

Thie reHne muat be poa1\1oned to block the moet dar}f;.,rous a.venue of' 

approach into t.he porlmetet", From thle location, the reeerve must b• 

able to limit. a penetration, execute a Utdted counterattack, and 

restore tbe pcrima~cr. 
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