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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Repert 

1. Name •f Operatioh: Ba~tle of An Ba. 

2. Date of Operation: 080700 to 08200li August. 

J. !Acation: An ·aa ·Hamlett Nghia.Hanh District, ~ Ngai 
Province, RVN. 

4. CODIIland and Control Headquarters: .. 
a. 2d Battalion 35th ~nfantry. 

b. R01>0rting Officers: · 

(1) -LTC Norman L~-'filler, Sr.,· CO, 2d Bn 35th I~ • .. - ,-·,, 
( 2) CPT Larry w. Hicks, co, Co "A, 2d Bn 3 5th Inf. 

(3) · CPT Harold Shankles, CO, Cp A, 1st Bn 14th Inf. 

(4) cPT .James w. Lanning, CO, .Co C, 2d Bn 35th inf. 

\ 

(5) 1LT· Hooier.L. l{rQut,1 Platoon Leader, Reconnaissance 
Platoon, 2d Bn 35th Inf. 

5. Task Organizati~n: 

a. 

b, 

c. 

d. 

Ccmpany A, 2d Battalion 35th Ipfantry. 

Company A, 1st Batte.lion 14th Infantry. 

C'ompany c, 2d Battilion 35th.'lrtfantry •. 

Reoo~aissance Pla,toon, 2d Battalion J5th Infantry. 

6. Supporting Forces: 

a. Ar~illery fire support was provided by B Btry, 2d Bn, 11th 
Arty and by the 2d Bn, 20th Aerial Rocket Arty. Two hundred and forty­
four 155 rounds and one hundred and ninety-six 2.75 Rockets were-'"~ed 
in five lDissions and four sorties. All missions, both close. supoort and 
point target, were characterized. by a high degree of accuracy and speed. "' 
Five enemy were killed and numerous fortifications and bunkers destroyed. 
Further assessment was i.mpossibl.eduri.ng darkness. A vigorous H & I 
program was initiated upon the movement of US Forces to their night location. 
The enemy was unable to recover· his dead or equipnent during the night · 
possibly as a result of this·H & I program. 

b. The 161st, 174th aild '76th Assault Helicopter Com-panies pro­
vided aerial surveillance and gunship support. Their fires were effective 
in interdicting enemy escape ·and accounted !or !i ve enemy killed. The 
armed helicopters operated under control of airborne and gro~nd commanders. 
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· ·· · . c. 3d Brigade Aviation provided two "''9l?Servation helicopt•ra. 
These ships, armed with two M-6G machine guns iich, turnished the 
ground COIJl!Dallders with inmediate information o?'the enemra JnOVEment, 
and themselves engaged and killed a total of sixth?l VC, 

d. 366th Ta'C Fighter Wing, USAF, .and Marine Air Group 12, 
USMC deli v:ered two mediate airstrik~rdnance consiated ot sixteen. 
250 pound baiibs, six 500 pound bombs, 1'!fht, 751.; pound ru?Um bombs and 
2Umll cannon. l3oth strikes were ~ntrolled by the 1'. Brigade' a attached 
?crwa.rd Air Controller and were tised to block en~iW'ithdrawal, to dest­
roy fortifications a.nd to engGge observed enemy/fOlAiers. A grouild evalua-
tion could not be ~de on the day of contact. ''(~ 

7. Inielligt11ce: 

\. 
. The ener.JY was estimated to have a company size force of ,16(; 

men located on a hill mass at BS675565. Tht17 were reported to be equipped 
with thd. following weapons: threQ.30 cal MG, fifty d-47 rifies, two 81m 
mortars, sev"eral M-1 ca.rbineiS, and a few M-2 ~rbil'ies.. It was an~icipated 
that 'When US troops entered this area .they would encounter the enemy biding 
in holes and tunnels and that it would be necessary for friendly forces to 
conduct a thorough arxl methodic:il search to find the en~. . Once eleaents 
of the 2-35 were insezted, the ·Wlits could expect small arms fire and booby­
tr~ps throughout the area. The above intellig~ce information w-a.s obtained 
from a 11Hoi Chanh" ·Who· surrendered to 2d Bn 4th ARVN Regt. When "A" 
Company, "C" Company and the Reconnaissance Platoon 2-35 made a canbat 
assault into this suspected ·enemy location, they failed to mke contact.;· 
How~ver, C/2-35 did discover several entrances to spider holes and tunnels 
~s well as signs of fresh digging. The enemy was siE.hted moving north and 
northwest toward the Song Ve Iii ver by pilots n71ng observation hel.icoPt-ers 
and gunships. ·The maneuver elements of the 2-35 llere coranitted to 1llOft 

north in pursuit or the fie;;ing enemy. Contact wa8 made and the Battle of 
An Ba ~nsued against an estimated enemy force of a~oxi.mat$17 100 JleP. 
The conflict beg<in about 1cx..-O mete1·s north of-It.he i.n1ftal insertlon. TM · 
fight was waged in md around small h~ets encircled bJ trenches and hedf e-

.. rows which provided the enemy with good' fields of fire, cover from small 
arma ground fire and concealment f'ro·a aerial observation. The ca-ptured 
documents fran the B~ttle of An 8a proved conclusively that the 2-35 had 
engaged elements of"the 38th VCLF Battalion.. It is- believed that the Head­
qU.'.l.rters of tha 38th Battalion and elements of the 3d CQmpa.ny of _this enemy 
battalion were the main antagonists in the contact. This is based on the 
fact that several of the captured documents cont~ined the unit de~igne.tions 
or the J8th Battalion and the Jd Company. The quantity~ .thevarl-0us doc­
cmants captured were those that would normally be produced by or processed 
through a battalion he.;.d·.;,uarters. There were. several documents which re­
ferrc:d to the batt~ion cooavuierJ.()!. the ·38'hh ·Bo.tta.l.i:on l'nd the company 
COI!liWilder of the Jd 'Company. This information, combined with the capture 
of three pistols, two US .45 cal and ~one 9mm Br~ pistol, suP'"'or!'ts th~ 
conclusion that these two officers were ki.i.led. in the Battle of An Ba, 
The collected intelligence which led to the pl~ cf this operatiSn was 
considered tillltily, ~qcurate,, and conta.i :ed. sufficient information to deploy 
the correct amount of force in the vicinity of the enemy. 
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8. l'.ii6sion: 

a. a/2-.35, C/2-')5, a.nd Recon 2-35 were as&taned search and de.­
troy missions._ .A/1~14 origitlall)'.b~.-..i11ias~ ot establiahirig bloc~ 
posi t4ons • Lat 1!1' their udss!.91'.1 ftiat$ c~nged to -sea.rch &nd destroy. · 

. ' . . . . . . !.· - ' - -

9~ · Concept oi' .operation:. 

a. ,J2-35 ~:t.o m.:.:.ke a compat_ ~ss~ult .vie BS6695,6o; C/2-35 ~ 
to .combat assl'.ult int~ -vie. BS675560; Recon Platoon ~~ to make a canbat 
ass~ult vie B.9679573. Ali threa eleinents'.wr;;re to conduct search and des­
troy operations from their LZ locaticns toward the hill mass vie BS676564. 
~fter the combat assaults' wert: comple"'ed the enE$Y v.::.s observed neeing 
tc the north and ~o. th_e nortbee.st. T?e. ~pn·cf3pt.. tl'len wa·a .. ~tercd to the 
ef fact that all three of th~ ~euver Utiients we~ to pursue to the north 
while a fourth el~ent, .J\/1-U.., was to .be combat as-sa.ulted Vic BS6l.8573 to 
establish blocking 'f'OSitions \Jn the West.. The Recor\ 1>"1.atoon. Wa8 to move to 
t;N nurtheast and to ~).c:>ck the eastern flank of th~ ~esq; me_~e, A/2-35 
and C/2-35 were to pulh th~ enemy n~~ ~o,;&td. the -Sorig Ve· Ri~r. . . . - .. .. . ·- . . .. . . ' . - . 

\ 

10. .Execution: 
... 

a. In, a.Il effort t;:i_ capitalize -.)n the intellig~nce ·received frcm 
the 11Hoi Chanh" on .e A~t, -ih_e~ &.tt.,al.ion Co"ll!lland~r, _LTC Tiller, tormu­
~:..:1ted an operat.!0ns nlan to- C?ombat.. aee&l,Jlt .elaments into ~ locotions 
~ 11:i:-roundi.;.g r.he·' target !µll _~ the foll~rig (jay (7 .\uguat)~ · -~· plan, 
hcM=.ver, ir~~-)lved an ¢ensi--n of thti ba.ttel.iJi 1s pl"~Sent AO along the_,.70 
gr~.l.d line o:i the weet ",to ·tae 66 north-south line. Thd · ·request t.Jr thi.'s 
extension W.J.s disapproved for 7 August. The batt::i.lion commander repeated 
his request fvr the en~s;on the f ofifti.ng day and W.lS able to obtain a 
boundary e~ensic.;n to_t~e_66·v~rtiCal grid line r~:()S(i(.()1 August to 
09Z40C ..-.ugust. On the evening· of 7 z\qgust Pl.ans were . .f;~ed and the 
operati·.ms order issued to the co .Jnanders involved·. · ' - -

•• J .... 

- b. Once they ~r~-.9n~~~:~) aµ~thr~-~ver elements 
bego.n tc._deploy according,.~<? tQe original -pl~-. A~ t~e 83118 ti:iie, "Aloha" 
ships (obsarv~tion helicopte~s- trc:n )a_.. Brigade AViati...m) · obselfved _armed 
VG in the vie ~r BS684582. t. . .;_ the ncrth.~st <of leccn. ~rmed helicopte1·s 
were requested J.t ~1 J:lf 8:?i. a~ c,935 the gunships {ShArka} report~ to 
LTC Tiller that "Aloha"- s!:d.ps tu~ killed three~ Q.r four enemy•· "iloha" -
estimated the Jbserved eneJDiY'' rC:rce to be_ two ~iilforced squads md said -
they appeared L.J be fietiing t0 the n~·rth tcwa.rd the Song Ve iii ver. 
(S.;e 8k~ch #1) The "Al.oha" ~i~s, meanwhile,, had· killed two a.dditicn.tl 
VG ~d rod spotted numerous. others_ with weapons am web gear along the 
s.::.uthern bank of tha Sc.ng. Ve.,. It became apparent that the enemy .force 
was located north of the. 0ri~Ra.1 targ~t area :.n the hamlet or Nl Ba 
along the s0uthern bank of the. Song Ve. It was antic.ipated that the neeing 
enany would attempt t,o cross the Song Ve or to evade to the east. 

c. li.S Recon and_ ".;2.;35· (-) moved no_rtmrard, the "Shark" gun­
ships spotted armed VC riinnfug ·to the e~st and west. The ·nsharks" advised 

:aecon of the enemy disposition~ and Reccn began to inaneuver to block the 
enany's eastern escape route.. 'at 1030 hours, c Company was ordered to 
.J.ove from their southern blocking positions to the ncrth to- BS675578 on 
the east fiank ~r -.I\ c0mi>=.ny. ot 1C3.3 hours, Rticun i:iade contact With a 
sncl.l force and killed one VC tJ.t BS6.86583. (Sea Sk~ch /11) A Coaqx.ny' s -....... , ~ ..,.,., ~ . ~ .. ~ . ~· ... 
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platoon on the original. search mission was ordered tu join the ·company 
and effected link-up at 1105 hr. At that time, A C~y was in eont.a.ct 
with an unkncwn size !qrce !iring tram the west and had suttered. tXQ _ 
friendly WIAs at 956655176. ·When it a"OPeal"K t.hat elements of the eaem;y 
.force might escape t•;. the west, the battalion conaander &].erted Canpany 
A, 1st Battalion, 14th ·Infantry to prepare .for depleyment to the west ,)f the 
contact area. By 11~5 br A/2-35 had a friendly casualty count of two WIA 
and one KIA and est~~ t~~ enemy· to b~.a platoon. An J{) atenaion 
was requested westwa~ "to the '64 north~south grid line. ;·Shij)e were aent 
to A/1-141s pickup site at BS7764.3C. At· 1205 hours,' tJ~e .til'st litt of A/1·14 
touched dONn at BS64$573. Th,e ·air assault was ccmpJ.eted by 1232 hours 
without incident_, A total. of fo\P' :mn.neuver elements had been cocmitted, 
then, and were strategicall.Y pl.,ac:ed t.o- prevent. tm.· enemy· from escaping: 
Recon Platoon was poaiti .. med along the east~m edge of the haiDlet area; 
C/2-35 on the sout.h~st 3.lld -A/2-35 on the -southwest were pilahing north"­
wa.rd; A/1-14 was :cio!Jirig in _fr~ west to .east. The enem1 wa.a tra"?l>ed 
against the southern ~. of· .the' Song Ve Rivero, over Which the araied 
gunships and observa\iori bel:teopter8- lD&intained a llee.dl7 vigil. ( Stte 
sketch #2). · ' 

d. As the ground f orcee closed in on the trapped VC; a series of 
si':crt contacts were lbde: At 1237 ho~ A/2-3S' reported three eneJrq" killed 
3.rld one weapon captut:ed at BS663576; C/2.:.3"S .kilJ.e<! &seven VC and captured 
fivt: weapons in t_be rte ot BSf/t)571 at.-1~"'3 h~fr A/1-14 repo-rted seven 
eneoy HA arid three we;lp-~~ _qaP,\~, a.,-;"]1}~~;~ .. ancr. the "llOha" birds, 
g'.:ling off statio_n at 1333" boa.rs, subnitted a· :total count of sixteen VC, iO.lled. 
,.,. t 13 5S hours a VC greru:de ·wounded one man rran C Cumpany who was 
cv::i.c·iated inmediat_elJ by toe battalion comm:.Uld and control ship. The 
Nccr):i 2-lD.toon, world.ng\~t~ ~e "M~k~~ ~~h11'8; reported four additional 
eneray KIA ~t 1411 hours at B$6<}15S5. Three-additional Ve killed and two 
more w..:apc;ns captured were r9"0<:)rled b7 a/1-14 a.t 1411 houra. (See sleet.ch 
#2), . . 

~ :.. . . 

e. Two iaediate airstrikes were call~ tor. ;The first. strike 
went in J.t 1415 ho~a ~nd was tollowed at 14.30 hours b7 another. The 
target for both of the airetrikes was the densely vegetated viLl.age strip 
along the northern edge <;,f t.he Song Ve River vie BS6655S6. (See Sketch 
#2) The battali.)n Sl reques~ed' a PSJOPS team trom brigade &00 at 1-500 hours 
the ·team was inserted with A/2-35 to exploit the growing success against 
the pinned enemy. -

f. The ground elements continued to mop up throughout- the contact 
areas. Once A/2-35 and C/2-35 had pushed all the way to th·e river bank, 
they turned to the east and began a careful search of the village area with 
A Company ,n the north and C Campany on the south. (See sketch #3) A/1-14 
ulso continued to move eastward, following A/2-35 and C/2-35, and collect-
ing one more VC KIA and an additL·na.l wearon at BS67558'.3 at 1745 hours. 
By 18CO hours all contact had subside1, and prepar~tiJns were made to ex­
tract two of the ccmpanies. (See sketch #-4) A/2-35 and the Reconnais~ance 
Platoon secure.d a pickup zone at BS67S583. A/1-14 was extracted to LZ LIZ., 
cor.ipleling the lift at 1S4v ho:urs. At 1912 h.:>urs the last lift of C/2-35 
went into LZ DRAGON, and A/2-35 and Recon/2-35 IilOVed to BS679570 tc establish 
a co:nbined night defiensive perlnieter, closing at 194C hours. (See sketch #4). 

g. Contsct kth• the· ent!zfy ~'intermittent throughout the period 
<.,80825 to 081745 August. Range of engagetient varied from one m.eter to one 
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hundred .:J..nd fifty meters: Comntllu,.c.ations ~thin the. ccnt.s.ct ar~ was good, 
but a rel~y stati)n ws.s rdquired between the operating units arid the b~ttal­
ion GP 1 located at LZ LIZ, BS'755431. The ~lay·-~ation 11ae loc.:-ited --0n ·LZ 
D~N, BS730528. . - . 

11. Results: . - . . . ,. -

( 1 ) Kl.11. ......... ~.. • • • • • • • • • 65 

( 2) ClJ\ •••• ~-. ~ • • • • .. • • • •. • .. • 3 ... 

b. Uie1!11 ¥ea pons 'cajt.Ul-ed: 

c. 

d. 

( 1) M-1 ~ines~ •• · •••••• ~ 8 
' . 

<1-> M-~ ~~~~ '.';;~ .••• ~:... J 

(J) M-1 Rin~s.'~1 •• :'.~:!-.···~· 2 

(5_) -H-19 •. ~ ••• -.~-.· .... ~;._-~ ~ .. 
* . ·- - # • 

(6) .45 .Cal Pistols •••• ·••• 2 

(7) 3{,S•••••••••·-•••••••• 
. ' 

(8) MAT-49•••••••••••••••• 3 

(9) 9nmi Pistol.~ ••• ~...... 1 

Enemy. e<1uJpnent. losses: 

( 1) One PRC - 10 lta<!io 

"(2) 6Ju rounds .30 cal aDlrio 

(J) 700 ·rounds 7.62 short ·a.mmo 

(4) Twenty-thr~e H~79 rounds 

(5) -Eighteen BAR. magazines 

{6) Miscellaneous web gear 

(7) Mis.cellaneous documents . 

Friendly Personnel Losses:· 

(1) A/2-35 . . ·.; •. ·. ;; •. ·;;. • • · · 3 WIA, 

(2) .A/1-1'4.:, •••••• · ,· •·• • • ·• • • • • 3 W!a 

.· .. ·-

... 
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(3) c/2 ... 35 ....................... ,. .• ·.·1 ia'\ · 
. ' .... . ~ .... .. : ! .: . 
· • · · · . · · · .. • J._j 1 1 ~ r ~, v , , . : 1 v _, 

CotraandeN '-~ysis · ·· .. · · · 12 •. 

a. This action, a typical Elllployment of a battalion s'ized force, 
was initiated by -a report from a "Hoi Chanh" •. As with lll08t such reports_ 
there is sane~ truth in 1hem but they; are fal"' ·:f'ro-n-be-:ing tactual. In this 
specific case, contact was never made With the ·rep6rtec:l" unit. nor was the 
contact at the reported enaq locatiO?l, However, ·the ~ttalion wu able­
to rapidly exploit the information ·gained by tl'le' "Aloha!' team who detected 
t'.1e enmy novem .nt to the north. .ts tpe enemy had placed hi:msel.f next 
to the Song Ve River, his routes ~f ·Withdt-3.wu ·wre 'extrdJlely limited. 
(mce his positions and forces ver~ loc _ted' it was relatively easy to fix 
him with groUnd maneuvera aad one caubclt 'assault. Upon ~anT'letfon of th~-: 
I:laneuvers, all that remain et was for 0\1;' forces to c~ose l4.th and kill the 
VC. Contacts of this nature ·:.i.re of ·short." dura.tiOn as the .enemy does not 
pcsseRs the cc.mbat power t() fight.'"oil. equal tenns Wit.b QUI" forces. His 
principal tactic i~ to del.S1 our mmieuvera and. ta-de a•7 into the surround­
int. area. In this cas'e his tactic failed a.a he was surrolµded on all sides 
and c·ur units conducted a 4dl.iberate search ;locating 'the indirldual VC ill 
hl~ "fad,- away" holes. B7 far the great maj•)rity o~ en_em;y ldlled were 
t~lc.::n frora holes in which they.were bi-ding. ·-Had ·a-de:lfber.rte search not 
beeri ~onducted the en~ pt"Obabl7 wuld have been s"'-~c..,.stul in escaping 
,,.,;_th the majority or ¥s Slit; however,- .a it -WU,"oril)-' a hB.ndful. of 
enemy ~we.ded to t.ill the noey of deteat. 
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