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DEPARTMENT OF THE AllMY 
Hea.dquartere, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry 

APO San Francisco 96355 

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report 

TO: Commanding Officer 
3d Brigade Task Force, 4th Infantry Division 
APO San Franciaco 96355 

l. Name of .Operation! Battle of An Thach. 

2 •. Date of Operation: 201100 to 202000 August 67. 

30 Auguat 1967 

( 

3. Location: An Thach Hamlet, Due Pho District. Quang Ngai Province, 
RVN. 

4. Command and Control Headquarters: 

a. 2d Battalion, 3Sth Infantry. 

b. Reporting Officera: 

(1) LTC Norman L. Tiller, Sr., CQ 2d Bn, 35th Infantry, 

(2) CPT Larry W. Hicks, Cq Co A, 2d Bn, 3stb lnfallby. 

(3) CPT James L. Lind .. y, CO, Co B, 2d Bn, 3Stb lnfalitrJ. 

(4) CPT William E. Hocker, CO, Co C, 2d Bn, 3~ Armor 

(5) lLT Homer L. KroUt, Platoon le&dez. B.ecozmaiaa&nce · 
Platoon, 2d Bn, 35th Infantry. 

5. Task Organization: 
a. Company A, 2d Battalion. JStb Infantry. 

b. Company B, 2d Battalion, l5th Infantry. 
I 
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c~ Team Hocker: Company C, 2d Battalion, 34th Armor and Recon­
naissarllce Platoon, 2d Bn, 35th Infantry. 

6. 'slippotting Forces: 

a\ The Tactical Air Control Party attached to the brigade prO\'ided 
an airborhe forward air controller (FAC) on izJlmediate notice. The FAC 
played a vital role as an aerial observer, by informing the ground commanders 
of enemy movement and dispositions and by using marking rockeia to indicate 
enemy locations. · 

b. Observation helicopters from 3d Brigade Aviation Section main­
tained close surveillance of the immediate contact area and advised ground 
elements of enemy movement. 

c, Gunships from the 174th Alfjt~ion Company (.AirlJlobll~ Li1ht) 
covered possible routes of enemy witJirawl preventing the enemy from 
escaping. : ' : 

7. Intelligence: 

a. Weather: On 20 August 1967,. from 1130 hours to 1630 bolµ"s the 
temperature varied from 92 degrees to 97 degrees F; Tisibilliy was seven· 
to ten miles and the wind was five to ten knots from·tbe south-eouthwes~ 
Visibility was excellent with scattuedcirrus clouds at 15, 000 feet. . 

b. Terrain: The site of the battlefield was characterized by thick 
bamboo and cacti hedgerows forming irregular rect:e,Dlle• with flat ~ · 
ground between them. Concealed behind these hedgerows the •nemr ·hac1 
excellent fields of fire. The hedgerows afforded the enemy natural obetacle• 
not easily penetrated by a dismounted soldier. 

c. Epemy: A reinforced rifle company ~! appf!'osim&f.;e'.lJ' •WJ -.n 
was the antagomat in this contact. T1-y fought ~eape~tely, -..n,.~b­
and trenches, to hold on to their positions without s_ucc..-1 • .,..- ~,,i.e 
quickly · encircled. Realizing hie· predicament he att~ ~ :•et&f9 ·to dl6 
west, moving from trench to treacb pausing only long e,iiOUfll~ Ap f fe-.: 
bursts and move again. Realiziias ~the was tra~c ld~-~·i~'-:~JM 
fanatical &nd. several enemy soldiers made 1ulcidal charge.-•~~-... 
automatic weapone •. The enemy .Cho~4' to die ra~r- ~Ii em°t~st.· ·~ . . .-. - .. ..,- ; - ~. ~ _, 

attempted to evade by talWlg'r.efuge in family bunker•,..: ':1h8J·_we~·;tHe~ 
by friendly elements making a final search of the b&~ld. Tb.87, · tOQ, ·. 
refused to surrender and co_ntinued to resist until q.f ,.._te Jdlle4. .. ,The Z, 
O:>mpany, 97th Bn, W v,c Regiment, 3d NVA Divialoli .. e; ldentifletffrOdl 
captured documente, A .:aptured personnel roster ll•t.°4,loity-on.~ 
present for duty, f()\lrteen men were on other mieaion8A eick lean• ~ ~ 

This ~twas equipped with twenty-seven weapons as tndicated by a ~ptU.d 
weapon.a roster. Eighteen of tho•e ~pone ~re ~~.--"··~,aw-_· .' .: -._._ 
pan.grapl! 11 b.~ ~· 2 - _ · ·- ~$fjr"~j" 
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d. AMfysis: The ·zd C_qm~ny~ 97th Bn, Zd VC Redment a•tttffl>l•• 
its forces in the village of A~ 'l'batll presumably to acct1tttjall1h· c>iie Cl ~o 
mio dou.. Ode. t¢.11ion cotdd_ have l>een to conduct_ ad &tU~k ott • nei~bf P. l'. 
oi.:1.;ioflt. Another po11lbill~ 'Nouid ha Ye been to ehttti;.!. .tJM. Ult bf \oat to 
Efr.;_ Dir.h Prorince. The •riiodnl ot amtnanltion dtdie~d ftom the ~ • ._, 
s'.ili:ci~n~ for the enemy to tbotibt t.itd 1d1ta~ a limited attacks howenr, their 
si.-;t-;··ni'.l.:-.!. •;0mpany wa1 an inadcqua.i. to1~• to engage a U.S. companr or ba1e 
c<..r ... :~~, N,·!·rcr~hsles1, a unit of this 1ipe fSr-.'1.d easily overrun a P.F. oatpo1t. 
It. o·J.~. :_ ... .;: aa.fo"\.y assumed that the enemy j~ended to stay only long enough to 
as:-.ca·J:·l<:: f0rces and formulate final pl&M~· Intelligence reports from let 
Ca•/2.hy Di·risiol,l (Airmobile) indicate that the 97tb Bn ii presently operating 
in Binh Dinh Province; therefore it ie logical to assume that thil company 
from the ?7th En would have moved south to join its parent unit had it not 
been an:iihHar.3d in the battle of An Thach. 

8. Mission: The miaaion of Team Hocker (C/2-34 Armor(-) and B.ec:on 
Plat 2-35) wua to conduct a detailed search of the bamlet of An Tho, Yicinlty 
BSe12454-. On·~e. contact with. the enemy wa1 made, by a heavy tank 1ection 
inY~sr.igating a 11ground to air" fire report at BS800469, Captain Hocker 
altered the mission to close with the enemy. The missiona of Company B 
and Company A were to block from the north and •oath re1pectively and to · 
assist Team Hocker in the "mopping up" pba•e of the battle. 

9. Concept of Operation: Evolving from the enemy'• maneuver• and 
from the g~neral nature of the terrain, the concept was that Team Hocker 
would pu3h ihe enemy from the hamlet of An Thach ·(21, Yicinity BS800464, 
to the west toward the open rice fielda. Company B, operatina. lSoO •ter• 
north of An Thach, wa.s to mane•.iver to the •oath, blocking enemy e1cape to. 
the north; while Company A was air aeaaulted at BS805458, 1outh of An Thach, 
to eng~ge th~ enemy fleeing in that direction. Ob1el'9'&tion aircraft wen to -
keep waich over the open areas to the west. 

10. Exectttion: 

a. At 1118 hours the battalion net com rol .tati_on received &_ repon 
from the 174th Aviation Comp...1.ny that a helicopter dellveriq resupply to Team 
Hocke:- ~d rl~ceivac! small arms fire from Ticinity BS800460,. '&~at 5Gq 
meters ncr+..hwee.t of Team Hocker's location. Capta.in-HockeJo'11nt:a '""()Ii 
of t.hree tc..uks ·to the north~ and at 1148 this section reported charin& ~ -VC 
in:o a t.re.::Jch and killing one at :05812455. Almost immediajely .. the ... _ . Y­

se,;ti·:m became . heavily engaged from s9;eral enemy poai~ona firiDc •=~­
an.d sf'm.l.~actoma.tic fire. (See sketch I). Captain Hocker deployed.the reznaln~ 
de1· o! hls team to the northweat-and requested an obsenaticm •lrc~:-tbe, · 
brigade FAC, Maj Murray L. Smith already airborne ove'r the AO. was &boa 
the area of contact Within five mbmte1. He was able to ob1ern the mala 
enemy force and ·advised Captain Hocker accordingly. By lzlO hours all~ 
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Team Hocker bad deployed on line movina to the n~•t. and 'bad~\\,, 
additional VC. At 1222 hodr1 two(ihea ~r~ C/2-M ~~'". (•) -.,.t_6_ ~'d 
when their tank wae hit bi/ an explodYe ·°foUnd of~°'"' tjpe. ~ tl& ~I 
not disabled and while th't' &waited aeromedical efl..euation t be ~ 
continued to pur1ue and to •lll&I• the euemy. At iMO houri tbe b&ttalioa 
requested gunship• to aUpport.·the battle( tbey were OD 1tation fin minute• 
later. Captain Hocker eetimated the edemy force to be at lealt a p~toon aakl 
reported that they were moTibg to the we 1t. White Major Smith and sun•hii» 
piloh kept watch ovet Ute we9tern edge of the haztilel~ the tank imam ry team 
routed and killed eight 4'nemy in trench•• vicinity BS796460, By 13l5 houri, 
eleven enemy bad been id.tied aiM! two ffiendaa wounded. The enemy Wa• 
not attempting a rapid ~thdrawai but w&a being moved oUt ti; the firepower 
and the close order tactics oi the tanks and infantry. Enemy tire was •till 
moderate to heavy and at 1318 hours LTC Tille:r• the Battalion. commander, 
ordered Company B to move from their location north of the battle area. •out!l­
we at toward the 1cene of coDtact. · 

b. As B/Z-35 moved to the 9outhwest LTC Tiller directed them from 
the air. When ~y were within 150 meter• of An Thach hamlet B Company 
deplored on line and began •earching to the •outb. Team Hocker, •till in 
contact, reported another enemy killed at 1358 houri. At 1400 hour• the 
Battalion Con:uns,.1l4er alerted /. Company to prepare to be picked up from 
their location "iid be air asaaUlted south of An "Tbac1'. Between 1400 and 1417 
houri, Team Hocker puabed thtough the last hea~ .. enelriJ ·r~atStanoe, kl1Ji:r;as 
fourteen enemy, many at pointblank range. (See 11-tcl ttf; . Al 1oon a• Team 
Hocker reat:hed the we1tern edge of An Thach, Captain ~~ reqm1t.d 
permhaion to rehtle hil course and moY• aloWif back throuiii the coldadt 
area. LTC Tiller granted permi81ion altk\ idttUdted tbe '8aiii."~ •ea1'•h the 
contact area for hidden VC and for weapon• atld •fldipbietiL_ · ~ Te&Jh · . 
Hocker began the "moppinl up" pba•• of the battle at 1420'bodf• l t9t&l of l6 
enemy had been killed and nine weapons, including a 60mm mortar• bad been· 
captured. · 

.c. A1 B Company ewept on line to die aouthweat and· Team Hocker · 
eearched on line back through the battlefield to tbt eaei, CompaDJ A wa• air 
assaulted aoutb of An Thach, completing in1ertion at lS:fO hour• and ·\>eptl a 
1yltematic •earch to the north. (See sketch DI) •. ·Team H~r reported 
enemy ld.lla at five to i.n minute intervals tbroui~ \ht ;f<?lJowing ho~, 
bringing their total kill• to 39by1505 hours. At~l'ft\'.J.oidj~·~ SZ 

reported that Brigade AViation ai,i-cr.a#.supporting ~\.~--~== eiJbt 
VC and captured three weapou, .t\t 1800 }ioura Company}: -. tia:&nd ktl1ed 
two enemy and captured two automatic weapo~ Eleme~a ol·.~l2-"n lutd BIZ­
'S ma~e contac~ with Team Hockf r ••curing the pf~~~ -~~ BS _ . 
800462, wbi1e the· remainder of Team Hocker ~ontinq.ijMS ~ ~~ Codlp&DJ 
B moved nortbeaat. toward• their night location along tie ~ ..... :the_ extrac-..... __ ... 

4 

_______ '_:,_, ~'.___._:_ ___ _ -.'t:-~; 
------~~~~--___.....:;..___--.:~ 

.~ 

-.---



\ 

t~0:i of A/Z-35 began at 1843. At 1905 with two platoons of Co A extracted, 
the remaining platoon located a bunker with armed enemj inside. -~ kit 
lift was delayed until 2005 hm!rs. ln the interim, lA/Z-35 killed fin VC and 
captured their weapons, FoL'_·.Y.iring extraction of lA/2-35 the tank pf,&toon 
moved to Team Hocker' a ~ht location. (See aketch IV). · · 

d. Contact with the enemy was moderate between UOO and 1500 houra. 
Contact was light from 1500 until ZOOO hours. Range of engagement varied 
from one meter to one hundred meters. Communications were good within 
the contact area and also between reporting stations. 

U. Results: 
a. Enemy personnel losses • • • • • • • • • • • • 53 KIA 

b. Enemy weapons a'eized: 
(1) 60mm Mortar (completej. • • • • • • • • • • 

(2) M-79 

(3) SKS 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(4) Soviet Machinegun • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(5) BAR ••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(6) AK 47 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

(7) Chicom SMG • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

(8) M-16 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • - 1 

(9 ~ Ml Carbine • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(10) 45 oal automatic pistol • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 

12. Conunander'• Analyeis: 

\ 

This victory can be attributed directly to the cooperatton and tea~ 
work of all the unita and i~ividuals involved. It is a lasting example If" · . 
several wen trained unite working toward a common goa~ Whe~ ~- i#·..i~~ 
report of enemy ground to air fire came in it wa.a imm~d.iately ~taj-4'-t() tlle 
nearest friendly unit which took immediate action.· Captain Hocker'• Ci,ul~. · · 
response coupled with the aggressive tactics and thorough •earc+ ,,4'~~:. ·· 
of his team brought about thU enemy defeat. This action points-~~ i'beotUt;e 
necessity of having a.ir obHrva.tion 09'er the target area. M&Jo• Smith. UBAF. 
greatly influenced the c:>urse of action bf a•ei..ting Captain Hocker in the 
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m<ineuver of his elements directly into the enemy poaition. Major.Smith 
co~tiruou.l.y re~orted on the enemy maneuvers until the 3d Bde Aviation Section 
helicopters were able to arrive on the •ceile. Thil type of aeri&l ob•ervation 
paid ofi handsomely in the extremely high kill ratio ol thia contact,. ·ftfty .... ee 
enemy KIA to zero US KIA. Contilmelm .,rial observation allowed C~ 
Hocker to maneuver his forces and defeat the ~my unit piecemeal./Ca~in 
Hocker repeatedly .c;-oncentrated· his forces in onrwhelming atrengtti at the 
enemy's location aa reported by the aerial observers, Thia outstanding 
employment of tanks and infantry together, the firepower and maneuver of 
the tanks with the close in fighting ~the infantry, resulted in the virtual 
annihilation of the Zd Company, 97.Battalion, Zd VC Regime~ 

4 Incle: 

------·1 

LTC, Infantry 
Commanding 

Sketch I - Initial maneuvers by Team Hocker. 
Sketch ll - The breakthrough by Team Hocker. 
Sketch m - The "mopping up. II 
Sketch IV - Units move to zrigbt locations. 
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