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AVDDC=P (26 May 68)
SUBJAECT: hecomerd:tion of the meritorious Unit Commendation

Ds, Headquarters, 3rd Brigadc, 4th Infantry Division, PO 96355 6 Jun 68
THRU: Coimanding Genera), 4th Iafantry Divisiorn, «PC 96262

TO: Comaanding Gonerzl, United States aray, Vietnam, ~PO 96375

1. Recommend approval,

2. This rccomzknd:tion has been reviewed by this headquarters and mects
211 requirements specified by ok 672-5-1. The 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry

has both con outstanding combat and administrative record 2nd is highly
deserving of this award, ;

2 7. rorssshs
Colonel, Infuntry
Corfaanding



DEP: RTMZT CF THE . .RMY
Headquarters, 24 Bn 35th Infantry
©%) San Francisco §6355

26 May 1968

SUBJZCT: Recommendation of the heritorious Unit Commendation

THRU: Commanding Officer
3d Brigade
Lth Infantry Division
«FC 66355

THRU: Commanding General
Lth Infantry Division
APC G6262

-3

C: Cormanding General
United States army Vietnam
AFC 9637

1. Under the provisions of rs;rsph 2C3, aR 672-5-1 the 2¢ Bat-alion 35th

Infantry, 3d Erigade, 4th Infantry o visicn is recommended for thre awerd of the
lieritorious Unit Commendation for exceptionally mcritorious concuct in the per
formance of outstanding service during the period 1 Novemter 1967 through 30
April 1968 against an armed encmy.

2. During the period 1 November 1667 through 30 April 1368, the 2d Battal
ion 3%th Infantry established an outstanding combat record. "*g*’lng divers-
i fied encmy renging from hamlet guerrillas and Main Force VC comranies to horth
Vietnamese army elements, the "Cacti Blue" exclusive of corbined operations
killed 716 encmy soldlers, captured 60 prisoners of wer, ceptuired 208 weapons
and interned 251 VO suspects while losing only 31 men to hostile fire. This
23 to 1 kill ratio was achieved while the battalion representing the"righting
Fourth" operated under the operational control of six different brigades and
was required to move its Fire Sup-ort Base and Combat Trains on c<ight occasions
covering over 900 kilometers, Further complicating operations and administra-
tion were thrze ma jor displacements of the Battalion Field Trains, It is sig-

(W

nirficent thzt combat actions wer. ~int _ned at peak efficicney while the bet-
talion oxperienced a personncl turn -v - affecting every commend and principel
staff position within the ov.cnizat .3 . .- &),

incorporating the "I mobile concept as the miinstay of its offensive

operations, tne 2d Baitélion 35th Infantry conducted 4L combat air assaults
during a 26 da; period in the Duc Pho area of operetions (Annex E). This act

ion



coupled with a vigorous day and night squad to company size ambush progran

(105 ambushes) virtually eliminated the movement and actions of hostile elements.
Once movement had been restricted & cordon and search program was initiated
employing night deployment of companies to encircle villages and seal all escape
routes followed by an air 1lift of both US and allied Military Intelligence
personnel to assist in on the spot interrogations. The battalion expertise in
hole hunting greatly assisted these operations. One such operation completely
eliminated a village guerrilla infrastructure. The battalion utilized the cordon
and search method in the Muscatine area of Orverctions and once again eliminated
another village guerrilla infrastructure,

“hile partiecipeting in Operations Baker, Muscatine, Wheeler-Wallowe
and Mzc arthur, the "Cacti Blue" had numerous mincr conticts, ambush engagements
and 7 successful major contacts with the enemy (annex 3). In addition, the
"Cacti Blue" initiated the 3d Brigade 4th Infartry Division's combined operztions
program with allied forces by integrating 2 plztoon from the Popular Force
Company in Duc Pho, Republic of Vietnam into B Company, 2d Battalicn 35th
Infantry. This operation wes conducted for 2 pariod of 30 days. In the Muscz-
tins 4rez of Operation the batt2lion conducted extensive combined operatisns
with the 1st and 3rd Bottalions 4th Regiment AR0Viv. During these operations
two m-jor contacts were made with & VC hain Force battalion resulting in 84
encmy KIL. and the capture of 41 weapons. Prior to the Tet Offensive in the
vheeler-iiallowa z2resa of operations, the 2d 3attzlion 35th Infantry coordinated
and planncd & combined operation with a Pcpular Ferce Company for the defense
of Que Son, Republic of Vietnam, Upon the incertion of the hostile offensive
the "Cacti Blue" 2nd the Popular Force Company conducted 2 violent counter
attack which killed 66 of the enemy and inflicted a decisive defeat upon tre
attacking forces. During Operation Mac i.rthur, the 2d Battalion 35th Infantry
conducted combine operations with the 19th Civilian Indiginous Defense Group
(CIDG) positioned 2t Polei Kleng, Kontum Frovince, Republic of Vietnem.
CIDG platoon was integrated initially ints .. Cempany ond subsequently into
D Company, 2d Battalion 35th Infantry. Juring =ne 3attle of Ridge 'COC, 1-9
april 1968, the Vietnamese and United Stztes scldiers fought super>ly torssther
in destroying a series of elz2borate bunkers and discovering a regim-i ol s
base camp, Fifty-five enemy bodies were counted as o result of this ::e
and a captured document indicated by hostile count that G8 enemyv hov: =.::
killed and L9 others had deserted during this engagement. In addition, = large
cache of cmmunition wos uncovered and a total ¢f 19 weZpons were captursi to
include = 60mm mortar. The victories resulting from these combined oper~:ions
received wide publicity throughout South Vietnem which stimulated the allied
forces' self confidence, morale an< esrrit de corps ~nd furthered the I4.CV
mission of encour2ging Vietnimece <l ..nts to expand their future operntions.

“hile establishing an outstanding cembat reputation the "Cacti Blue"
demonstrated the highest discipline z2nd esprit de corps as reflected by its
low record of Courts Martial, nbsent Without Leaves and cases of Venere2l
Disease (annex C). Throughout all its operations the 2d Battalion 35th Infantry,
3d Brigade 4th Infontry Division typfied the fighting spirit of the "Ivy"



Division and conducted itself in the finest traditions of the United States
Army.

/ 2 ;’ 4 . T/"‘ ._’ﬂ‘
f/{//— ”& (6’”(/\ /'//,4 4.-"\-:—*—-—:
WILLLM J. LIVSEY f
LTC, Infantry
Commanding

4 Inclosures:

annex ~ - Orgnonizotion Activities

annex B - Combat Cperations

annex C - administrative Statistics
annex D - Mzps of the arez of Operations
Annex E - Proposed Citation



Anrex ~: Orgenizotion Activities
1., NaL:S OF OPERATIONS:
a, Baker

(1) Detes of Operation: 010001 November 1967 - 182400 Decerber
1967.

(2) Location: Duc Pho - tio Duc Districts, Quang Ngai Provin-e
Republic of Vietnan,

b. luscatine

(1) Drtes of Opcraticn: 190001 Decerber 1967 - 092400 J~wminr
1668,

(2) Loc:tion: Binh Scn - Son Tinh Districts, Quang Ngoi Provirc-.
Republie of Vietnary,

¢. Vheeler - Wellowe
(1) Datus of Operation: 100001 January 1968 - 200600 March 1668,
(2) Llocaticn: Quang Thang Einh - Quan Que Scn Districts, Tinh
Quang Tin and Nen Province, Binh Son - Son Tinh Districts, Guang Ng2i Provincc
Duc Duc District, Quang Nem Province, R public of Viitnar,
d. Baker
(1) Dates of Operction: 200600 larch 1968 - 302400 April 1968,

(2) Locotion: Duc Fho - iio Duc District, Guing Ng2i Prevince,
epublic «f Vi tnar,

€. hnrc arthur
(1) Dates of Operation: 270600 harch 1968 - 302,00 April 1968,
(2) Konturm District, Kontu= Province, Repudblic of Vietnam.
2. COMuND anD CONTRCL HE4DAL ~RTES: 2d Bott~lion 35th Infantry
3, REPORTING OFFICERS:
a, Cormanders
UNIT COMMis NDER PERIOD
2d Bn 35th Inf LTC NORMAN L. TILLER SR. 1 Nov 67 - 11 Dec 67

2d Bn 35th Inf LTC WILLIAM J. LIVSEY 11 Dec 67 - 30 Apr 68



HHC 2d Bn 35th Inf
HHC 24 Bn 35th Inf
H+C 22 Bn 35th Inf
Cc A 2d Bn 35th Inf
Co h 2d Bn 35th Inf

Cc B 24 Bn 35th Inf
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Cc D 24 Bn 35th Inf
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Cc £ 24 Bn 35th Inf
Co E 2d Bn 35th Inf

Reccnnzissance Plt
24 Bn 35th Inf

Recermrzissance Plt
23 Bn 35th Inf

Staff
Executive Cfficer

Executive Officer

CcPT
11T
CPT
CPT
CPT

CPT

1LT

MiJ
tuid

1LT

CPT
CPT
)

MLJ

S. L C, B.RCEN. 1 Nov 67 - 11 Dec €7
GaRY G. MYERS 11 Dec 67 - 10 dan A¢
+QDREW J. MUNDY JR 10 Jan 68 - 30 har 45
LARRY W. KICKS 1 Nov 67 = 15 Dec &7
ROBERT S. HENDERSCON 15 Dec 67 - 30 hLpr *¢
J.MES L. LINDSEY 1 Nev 67 = 15 I=c o
SCHII FIFL 15 Dec 67 - 30 ipr 17
YCER L. KROUT II 1 Nov 67 - 11 Dx: -7
ROGER COLE 11 Dec 67 - 11 Jan {7
HCi.ER L. KROUT II 11 Jan 68 - 15 Apr €€
THOM.S STEUBER 15 ~Apr 68 - 30 Apr 68
LARRY W. BaSS 1 Nov 67 - 10 Jan 68
CLIFFCRD R. SHERFR, JR 10 Jan 68 - 30 .pr 48
PAUL C. SHIERFOLZ 1 Nov 67 - 4 Mkar 68
JOXN E. PZ.RM.N 4 Mar 68 - 30 ipr 68
R.YOND E. HENRY 1 lNov 67 - 29 Feb 68
RICH.RD WEITE 29 Feb 68 - 30 i.pr 68
IR~ V. BL.CK 1 licv 67 = 7 Jon 68
'.ﬁLLI}Ji R. WHITLEY 7 Jan 68 - 30 apr 68
P.UL C. SEIFRYOLZ 1 Nov 67 - 1 Jan 68
(hAdditional Duty)
CH#RLES L.WS 1 Jan 68 - 30 ipr 68

ROBERT F. X. MCKENNEY
BEN G. CRCSBY

LINCOLN JONES III

1 Nov 67 = 30 .pr 68
1 Nov 67 - 11 Nov 68

11 Nov 67 ~ 30 iipr 68



S=4 CPT ROBERT S. HENDERSON 1 Nov 67 - 15 vec %
S=4 CPT CH.RLES Jo RCTHLISBERGER 15 Dec 67 - 2N o7 <l
arty INO CPT LUTHER R, VaNN, JR | 1 Nov 67 ~ 7 v 7
arty INO 1LT JOHN HnRTLEY L Mar 68 - > v -

L. T.SK ORG\.IZ.TION:

1

Nove 21 Newv 1967
2-35 Inf

C/1-10 Cav (-}
Sqd C/Lth Engr

21

Nev- 1 Dec 1967
2-35 Inf (-)
0/1-1 Inf
/110 Cav (-)

C/2-% irty Sqd C/Lth Engr
C%-Q arty
1 Cce= L Dee 16G87
2-35 In? (-) L Dec- é Dec 1567
C/1-1. Irnf 2-35 Inf (-)
C/1-10 inf (-) C/1-10 Cav (=)
Sgd C/uth Zngr Sqd C/4th Engr
C72-9 arty C/2=9 iarvy
6 Dec~ 1€ Lec 1967 19 Dec- 31 Dec 1967
2-35 Inf C/1-10 Cav (-) 2-35 Inf (-)
Sqd C/Lth Engr B/1-6 Inf
C72—9 wrty 1C/Lth Engr
C/2-9 irty
31 Dec- 9 Jan 1668
2-35 Inf 9 Jan- 10 Jan 1948
C/1-10 Cav (-) 2-35 Inf
1C/Lth Engr lC/Lth’Engr
C/2-9 arty C/2-9 irty
10 Jan- 2L Jsn 1968 2L Jon- 31 J-n 1968
2-35 Inf 2-35 Inf
C/1-10 Cav C/1-10 Cav
1C/Lth Engr 1C/Lth Engr
C/2-9 .rty C/2-9 irty
1 Feb- 14 Feb 1968 1, Feb- 20 lar 1968
2-35 Inf 2-35 Inf
C/1-10 Cav (=) 1C/Lth Engr
1C/Lth Engr C/2-9 arty
C/2-G irty
20 iar- 26 dar 1968 26 Mar- 18 Apr 1968
2-35 Inf 2-35 Inf
1C/Lth Engr 1C/Lth Engr
18 4Lpr- 30 apr 1968 C/2-9 Lrty

2-35 Inf
2C/4th Engr
0/2-9 irty



Annex B: Combat Operations

1 November - 2 November 1967

During this period the battalion continued to operate in reconnaissance
in force operations with stay behind ambushes, On ! November followirz up on
a successful night ambush .the ‘evening of the 31st of Cctober in which & PO¥
was captured and said he was a member of the point scuad of the 97th VT Battal-
ion, A, B, Recon and 3d platoon of C Company OPCCN to A Company worked in a
joint operation conducting combat assaults in the vicinity of the Song Ve
River Valley. Throughout the day they engaged the enemy killing 27 anc cap-
turing 5 weapons. Of that, the 3d platoon of C Ccmpany killed twenty, sixteen
of whor were hiding in holes in the village of Phu An (BS 6358). During t-=
3d platcon of C Companies "hcle hunting" operaticr they had five hand gren-izs
thrown at them from the holes resulting in negative friendly casualties. (=
2 “ovember continued effort in reconnaissance in force operations and "hole
hunting" resulted in one enemy killed and ten weapcns captured, eight cf
which were found at BS 654496 in what appeared tc be a rice cache made cf

bazboo and straw partially hidden under rocks and trees.

3 November 1967

Operation Short Time cormenced with all elements conducting combat
assaults into the Song Ve Valley and conducting reccnnaissance in force cper-
ations within the AO to engage elements -f the 97th VC Battalion and stcp
their infiltration into the Song Ve Vallay, An e2irstrike was conducted at
BS 618533 and received ground to air firg {r-a vicinity of BS 588518 with
negative results, Additional airstrikes wcre called in on BS 588518, A
reconnaissance of the area revealed negative results, A total of three heli-
copters went down during the day. Cne gunship had an intermal rocket ex-
plode, ore helicopter had a defective oil pump and one helicopta was shot
down. All circraft were secured and evacuated and two memte rs aboard the
gurship were evacuated with wounds. The day's operation resulted inf ive
enemy killed and five weapons captured.

L November - 11 November 1967

Operation Short Time continued with no significant contact,

12 November - 13 Ncvember 5457

Cn 12 November all elements continued reconnaissance in force operatiocns,
Throughout the day they engaged the enemy with artillery and gunships kill-
ing eight and capturing one weapon, On 13 November Operation Short Time
terminated with no significant contact,

14 November - 17 November 1967

Elements continued reconnaissance in force operations in the Cacti AC
with no significant contact.



18 November 1967

On 18 November at 1530 hours the Battalion Reconnaissance Platoon
moving on foot over a hill mass at BS 693596 found six - four man camouflaged
huts and bomb shelters recently made. A search revealed cooking equipment
and a new roll of concertina wire. At 1800 hours the 3d platoon of C Company
sprung its ambush at BS 775550 killing eleven enemy and capturing two weapons.

19 November -~ 15 December 1967

Throughout this period elements continued reccnnaissance in fcrce oper-
ations conducting a total of forty-four airmobile combat assaults, one hundred
sixty-six enemy killed and twenty-five weapons captured. During the period
8 December to 15 December, B Company conducted reccnnaissance in force oper-
ations with Popular Force platoon from Duc Pho District RVN. Of particular
significance during this period was the airmobile combat assault conducted
by Company C on 4L December, in which three enemy were killed, eleven prisoners
taken, and four weapons captured. The landing zone was the entrance to a
natural tunnel complex made of rock at BS 653538. After the entrance was
blocked and the ccmplex surrounded, Company C began its detailed search of

“the tunnel unrooting the enemy throughout the day.

16 December - 18 December 1567

On 16 December, acting on intelligence gained from the MI that the
village chief of Thach An (1) (BS 785438) was willing to point out W living
in his village. Companies A, B and Reconnaissance platoon conducted a coord-
inated cordon and search operaticn with the assistance of an MI team and
Maticnal Police. Prior to day break the two companies and the Reccn platoen
completely surrcunded the village blocking all avenues of approach and escape.
At day bresk the village chief, hamlet chief, National Police and search ele-
ments from companies A, B and the Recon platoon searched the village resulting
in the destruction of the village infrastructure as follows: 4 W KIA, 6 VC
PC'*s, one being a squad leader of the 145th VC Battalion and 2 carbines cap-
tured. During the period 17 December to 18 December all elements ccnducted
reconnaissance in force operations with no significant contact.

19 December 1967

At 190700 December 1967, the Battalion minus companies A and B commenced
displacement closing Quang Ngai airstrip at 191730 December 1967 with negative
enemy contact in 10 air sorties cacrri.g troops and the operations equipment
and one 22 vehicle convoy carrying C,2-% Arty and logistical equipment. Both

"A and B companies were now OPCON to 1st Bn 14th Inf and at 191910 December
1967, the Battalion (-) became OPCON to 198th Inf Bde (LT).

20 December 1967

On 200815 December 1967, Company D and the Reconnaissance Platoon
conducted airmobile combat assaults on what was to be the new battalion fire
base, 1Z SUE BS 567877, following a forty-five minute air and artillery prep-
aration commencing 200730 December 1967, Once on the ground, Company D search-
ed and cleared the new fire base while the Reconnaissance Platoon conducted



reconnaissance operations about its perimeter. Ccmpany C initially rema.red
at Quang Ngai airstrip as a ready reaction force in support of Company D 212
the Reconnaissance Platoon., Negative enemy contact was encountered ard the
Battalion CP and C/2-9 Arty were airlifted from Nuang Ngai airstrip tc 1Z SUZ,
secured by Company D. At 201400 December 1667, Company C conducted an air-
mobile combat assault into the new AO at BS 560847, established a night fire
base and conducted offensive operations, As of 20080C December 1967, Company
B 1st Bn 6th Inf became OPCON to 2d Bn 35th Inf and conducted offensive oper-

ations in the NW portion of the new AO.

21 December 1967 - 8 January 1368

Durinz Cperation Muscatine the battalion continued to operzie cn recorn=-
ndaissance in force missions killing an average <f five enemy per day ard
cavturing an average of two wezpons per day. Cne contact was of rarticular
significance involving the 1st Battalion 4th Regiment ARVM who were operating
in a combined operation with our battalion, Cn 29 December at 104 hours,
the 1st Battalion 4th Regiment came in contact with an estimated VC Cempany
at BS 580798 and received a heavy vclume of autcmatic weapons and M-79 fire
from both flanks. Gunships were immediately re-ussted and on stztion by 1540
hours, The CO of 2-35 Inf, ccntrolling the gunships and ccordinating the
air and ground action directed companies B and C 2-35 to mcve to a blockirz
position to the west while the ARVN swept into the enemies location. Junships
from the 176th, 71st and 123rd Aviation companies provided continuous blocking
and suppressive fires throughout the contact which ended at 1830 hours., The
results of this battle were eighty-four enemy killed and forty-one weapons
captured, Friendly casualties were six ARV KIA and twenty-four ARVN “IA,

9 January ~ 11 January 1068

On 9 January the Battalion was alerted tc displace from L7 SUZ to FSB
23T (AT 990250), become CPCCN tco the 196th I~f Ede (LT) and prepere for
of fensive operations in a new area of operation vicinity of Tam ¥y for anti-
¢ination in operation Wheeler - Wallowa, At 1237 hours Company I was eXx-
tracted from BS 515785 and airlifted tc F3B W23ST to commence defensive prep—
arations of the new battalion fire base. A4t 1550 hours Company C was extract-
ed from BS 597807 and airlifted to Charger ¥ill BT 223318 to prepare for
offensive operations in the new area of operations. UNo enemy contact wes
encountered except for what was believed to be an enemy mortar rocund hitting
FSB WEST at 1530 hours wounding the Company Commander of D Company and killing
one of his platoon leaders. In the early morning hours on 10 January Company
D received mortar and RPG fire resulting in two KHA and three Hi, Beginning
at 0700 hours the battalion minus Ccmpany B was airlifted to the staging area,
Charger Hill. Again no enemy cecntcct was reported except for six enewy mortar
rounds hitting FSB EST between 2300 and 2400 hours, resulting in negative
casualties. At 110937 January Company B was airlifted from LZ SUt tc Charger
Hill, By 1400 hours all elements were extracted from Charger Hill and con-
ducting offensive operations in the new area of operations with no significant
enemy contact,



12 January - 23 January 1968

Throughout this period the Battalion continued extensive reconnaisse-ce
in force operations in task force elements consisting of two companies or cne
company and the Recon platoon, Unlike the enemy in previous areas it was
learned through intelligence and recent contacts that the enemy worked in
campany or higher size elements, As a result companies working in task force
elements always remained within muttzl support of one another. During this per-
iod no significant contact was reported,

24 January 1968

The Battalion minus Company D displaced fror FSB “WZET to LZ RCSS reliev-
ing the 2d Battalion 12th Cavalry and returning to the contrcl of the 3d Bde
Lth Inf Division. Company D remained on FSB WzST to destroy the battalion
fire base, No significant enemy contzct was enccountered,

25 January - 26 January 1558

The Battalion continued detailed reconnaissance in force operations..
Comparry D was airlifted tc LZ #C3SS and prepared for offensive operations
in th2 new A0, No significant contact was enccuntered.

27 January 1968

All elements conducted reccnnaissance in force operations resulting in
eleven enemy killed, eight of which were killed in holes by Company A at AT
992322 and AT 995324.

28 Janugry - 31 January 1968

During this pericd the Battalicn centinued reconnaissance in force
cperations with no significant ccntast,

1 February 1368

All elements were to conduct a detailed search of assigned zreas. As
a contingency plan for a ground and/or mortar attack on the village of Que
Son (BTO38348), guarded by the Pooular Forces, RV, Companies 4 and D were
to be crepared to move from their co-night location to blocking positions to
the northwest on order; Companvy 7 wrs to be prepared to dispatch one platoon
from 1Z ROSS to search suspects? mcrsar positions, on order. At 010500 Feb-
ruary 1968, the U.S. Advisor of [ie 3cn District renorted beirg under a morter
and ground attack from the northwest. The CO 2d Bn 35th Inf,, immediately
alerted Company A to move from its night locetion, (BTOC7351), to a blocking
position on the high ground at (BS023357), Company D to establish a blocking
position on its night location where it was co-~lodgered with A Company, and
Company C to dispatch one platoon to search a suspected enemy mortar position
at (BSO48330) and the remainder of the Company prepared to assist on order.



At C10600 February 1668, Company A deperted its night location. Enroute tie-
observed and engaged enemy traveling east tc west across an open rice p~it-
resulting in five VC and seven indigenous perscnnel killed. It was le =r-il
later that the indigenous personnel were working for the VC as laborers, amc
bearers and shields. Company A then started sweeping into the southeast kill-
ing four VC and flushing four more VC L3> against the northern portion of LZ
ROSS. Elements on the perimeter, corcistiag of C/1-10 Cav and C/2-35 Inf.
engaged killing the four armed VC., ¢ . “cisany A continued pushing to the esst
towards the "No Fire Zone" in coordincticn with the PF's pushing west within
the "No Fire Zone" the enemy became encircled by tre two forces, Company A
established blocking positions on the western boundary of the no fire zone and
the PF's continued to push towards them engaging and killing over fifty VC,

2 rebruary - 12 February 1528

During this period “he battalion, CPCON 1¢4th INF BDI (LT), continued
to operate in recommzissance in feorce operaticns with stay behind ambushes
resulting in tweniy-one enemy killzd,

13 February - 14 februarv 1248

Cn 13 February 196€, the battzlion remalining under operational control
of the 196th INF BD: (LT) conducted zirmchbile combat assaults with Companies
a and C at 0600 hours from BT952355 on to what was to be the new battalion
fire base, F3B Ryder (BTS4734L5) following a five minute zrtillery preparation.
Once on the ground thc companies secured tie new fir.: base and commenced clear-
ing it with the assistance of two platoons from the 39th Engrs. On the morn-
ing of 14 Fetruary Companies B and D conducted an zirmobile combat assault
into the Antennz Valley at BT955365 to commence offensive operations in the
new battalicn area of operntions and block enemy infiltration from the west
¢ the lowlands through the Antenna Vzlley., &t 13L5 hours the reconnaisszanes
atoon wis airlifted from BT999315 to the new firz base an established an
scrvation post on Hill 579, = dominnting terrain fezture, just two hundred
ters cast of FSB Ryder., The displocoment resulted in negative encmy contzct,

15 February - 26 February 1668

Throughout this period the battalion continued extensive reconnaissance
in force operations in task force elements consisting of two companices work-
ing jointly or one company and the reccnnaissance nlatoon. During this period
light to moderate contacts were r- . rtod resulting in fifty-six enermy KIa,
fifteen of which were the dircet r.r-ulis of well employved st~y behind ambushes.

27 February - 29 February 1658

At 270730 February 1968, Company C 2nd the Reconnaissance Platoon de-
parted on its reconnaissaznce mission. Numerous bocby traps consisting of
chicom grenzdes with trip wire were found on ard bteside the trail. At 1235
hours the point man heard movement to his front and shortly after two enemy
were KIa, both carrying chicom grenades and trip wire. At 1558 hours on enemy



fired from a foxhols 2long side the trail wounding C Company's point man. a-
the Company maneuvered, it received automctic weapons fire from both fl_ v

and the front froz enemy in trees znd bunkers in vicinity of BT9LL377. v los
were immediately requested to assist the company in breaking contact. A e
Company attempted to break contact the enemy employed 60mm mortars. The Comdany
continued to pull back utilizing fire 2nd maneuver while gunships assistz=c by
providing suppressive firess They broke contact at 1838 hours leaving an
additional 22 NVA KIA. During the ev.niig of 27 February and early morming

28 February conmtimious artillery was ploced in the contact zrea in attempt to
destroy the fortifications. At 281050 February a CS drop wes made on the
contact area followed by an artillerv preparation. As Comp ny C moved into

the contact area it found two concretz reinforced bunkcers one destroyed by
artillery at BT$44380. at 13L0 hours gunships from Trooo C 7/17 Air Cav re-
ported a number of concrete burkzrs at 943384, L3 feet deep 6 feet wide and

8 feet long from the left 2nd rront., The Company immediztely broke contoct

2nd czlled artillery orn the eneryy locztion, On 29 February 1968, Company C
working with Compeny D/Z-1, CrCClL 2-35 Inf., searched the contact area and

trail finding sriper pletforms in trees, more bunkers destroyed by artillery,
clcven liVa KIA by ~rtillery and fiftean weapons.

lYoreh - 4 ioreh 1968

Throughout this period the battrlion continusd extensive search orcr-
ations and night -mbushes. Company C, the Reconnaissance Platoon and D/2-1
Inf. continued reconnaissance missions northward on the trail leading from
antenna Valley with artillery and airstri%es clearing the path, Cn 2 March
the componiesfound a cemplex at BT355393 consisting of over twenty-five fight-
ing bunkers with heat supplied to 211 burkers from one fire, mumerous foxholes,
a company size mess holl with cooking utensils, and huts resembling hostitals
with platforms twenty feet by forty feet having trenches running down thc center
aisles, Cn 3 liarch the search continucd resuiting in the finding of another
complex just five hundred meters further north. It consisted of fourtesn
bunkers hcavily reinforced with two to three feet of loyers of dirt and support
bearms, 'nother hostit~l complex not more than forty-five days old, and z mess
h~11 with cooking utensils. Among other findings within the complex were an
FDC plctting board and two firing tobles for a 120 mortar, many documerts,
ammnition of 211 kinds to include twenty-eight 122 rocket rounds with warheads,
two aK 47's, one K 44, and four heavy 7.62 machine guns on carriages. Cn
4 barch the scarch continucd resulting in the finding of one 60mm mortar,
an RPG rccket l:auncher, a chicom submachine gun and 2 tommy gun. During
this period z total of 1C MVA -nre fzund KIA by artillery.

5 March - 7 tarch 1968

On 5 harch, 211 elecments were to conduct reconnaissance in force missions
in assigned areas while Task Force A, consisting of Companies A, C and the
battalion Reconnaissance Platoon, conducted an 2irmobile combat assault into
the antenna Valley and searched the village of ap Bon (2). At 051000 March
1968, Task Force &, combat assaulted from a PZ BT951403 at 1000 hours to a
"hot" IZ BT917373. as the first lift approached the 1Z it received zutomatic



weapons fire from the southwest in the vicinity of BT905373 and BT910370,
wounding one of the door gunners, The gunships supporting the 1ift immc~ -1
provided suppressive fires. «fter they expended their ordnance, artill:r-
was called in on the enemy locations. The airlift continued with sporar:
enemy autom:tic weapons fire from the southwest. The airlift wes complsi:d
at 1352 hours and Task Force A commenced movement to the search area wi:h
Company A on the north and Company C and the Reconnaissance Platoon on t*=
south. As they approached the village cf Ap Bon (2), Task Force A was irmed-
iately in contact receiving small arms, automatic and M-79 fire from the ncrth-
eastern side of the village. 4 Blue Ghost Team from Troop C 7/17 Air Cav
observed NVa in trenches to their front and others moving in a trench along
their right flank and right rear. With gunships and artillery support the

task force emploved fire and m.neuver to break contact a2nd move to an area a2t
BT9163&,. «s they pulled back ihe enemy employed 60mm mortars from the villzge.
Coptact wes broken at 1725 hours leaving 23 NVa KIA. During the evening of

5 March 2 vigorous artillery program was being fired upon the fortified village,
at 2000 hours Company A reported lights in a hut at BT918365, and fired an

M-79 resulting in a secondary explosion. it 060730 March 1968, Task Force A
departed its night location for Ap Bon (2) with a Blue Chost team from Troop

C 7/17 air Cav providing aerial surveillance and gunship support. s they
entered the village they obscrved enemy in the trees to their front. An ex-
change of fire resulted in one NVa KIA., at 1000 hours the Blue Ghost team
observed encmy camouflaged with bushes moving towards Company 4. Contact wes
agein made with enemy in trenches. The Task Force broke contact and six air-
strikes wcre brought to bear on the entrenched enemy the remainder of the day.
That night an artillery program wes again firec upon the fortified village,

at 071000 March 1968, a CS drop followed by a TCT was delivered on Ap Bon (2).
Task Force A then moved into the village without any rcsistance finding good
fortified trenches with communication wire, extensive blood trails, many bloody
bandages, four NVa KIA, an M-72 Law and other miscellaneous equipment.

..

€ March - 18 March 1968

During this period the battalion continued to conduct reconnaissance in
force operations with night ambushes killing twenty-eight enemy, capturing
eight FC.'s 2nd seven weapons.

19 March - 20 March 1968

On 19 March the battalion whs alerted tc displace from FSB Rycder to L2
Thunder (BS874325), be released from CPCON 196tk Inf. Bde. (LT), become CPCON
to the 11th Inf. Bde. ind prep2re for security missions and offensive operztions
in 2 new 2rea of operztion vicinity Duc Pho for participation in operztion
Champaign. &t 201030 Mirch 1968, the battaliorn commenced displacement closing
LZ Thunder a2t 201820 March.

21 March - 25 March 1968

During this period the battalion conducted reconnaissance in force oper-



ations within the 10, provided security for seven bridges between BS75Z.x
and BS920233 on Highway 1, provided security for Charlie Brown BS928220
esteblished an OP on Tripoli BS8493%1. No signifiecant contzct was renc. o

26 March - 27 March 1968

The battalion, having been alerted to displace from LZ Thunder .o "7
(24025933), commenced movement by C'. " ~+ 260750 March closing FSB#7 =. 2141520
March and became OPCON 173rd Airbornc zrigade to participate in Operati. Mac-
Arthur in a new A0 vicinity Polei Kleng. On 27 March 1968, offensive op..ations
commenced and the battalion assumed responsibility fe~ the new AC by concuct-
ing an 2irmobile assault of Companj:s B and C at 0850 iours from FSB#7 :. 2n
1Z at Z.007008, following 2n =rtillery preparation. % 0900 hours an OF was
esteblished on FSB#9, Hill 102> (ZBOL5973), with the “zttalion recomnaiss. :.ce
platoon, the 4.2 mortar pl:toci and the weapons platcon of Company C, Il ~iz-
nificant contact wis rerorted.

28 March - 29 Morch 1968

Throughout.this reriod offensive operations continued with no signif-
icznt contcet. ot 291900 March the battalion was rcleased from CPCON 173rd
airborne ind became OFCCON 3d Brigade 4th Inf. Div,

30 larch - 8 ipril 1968

Compenies B and C continued to bleck tiz valley approach by conducting
extensive reconnnissance ii force missicns on the valley floor and draws eand
employing numerous day and night ambushes along the trz2il running through the
v2lley floor, while Compony «+ moved from its night locations to make a2 recon-
naissance of Hill 1000, =at 300815 M~arch 1968, Company a dep~rted its night
location, Z.033987, for Hill 1000. =t 1137 hours, as they were approaching
the top from the south, they received enery sm-11 arms, automatic weapons fire
znd mortar fire from enemy in trees and bunkers, vicinity 24037993, pinning
down the lsad element. Gunships were immediately requested and close support
artillery c2lled in on enemy locations as the company attempted to extricate
its lead element a2nd brezk contact. The company broke contact at 1245 hours
and ot 1300 airstrikes went in on the fortified positions followed by more
artillery. During the evening of 30 March a heavy artillery program wes fired
on the fortified positions. On 31 March a CIDG plztoon from the Special Forces
Camp =t Polei Kleng was airlifted from FSB#7 at 0830 hours and inserted with
Company .+ to be OPCON to the Cecrnpony. it 0930 hours an airstrike followed
by an artillery preparation wes placed on the enemy positions. Shortly after
the company departed its night lccation it received autometic weapons fire
pinning down the lead element. .fter extriczting the lead element, the Compsny
wes still in contoct with the enemy who wis less than 100 meters from their
position, an airstrike of nzpclm was placed on the enemy positions. The
Compony broke contact at 1130 hours. Aairstrikes and artillery were tlaced
on the fortified positions the remainder of the day. at 010800 april 1648,



Comp~ny D was airlifted from FSB#7 to Compeny a's location and Compeny a r-~-
turned to FS2#7. it 0900 hours Company D departed its location for H:'7W "7,
w2lking 4.2 mort r rounds in front of them while putting an artillery voop-
aration on the hill. at 1045 hours Company D was receiving 2 heavy volume of
enemy smell arms, automatic M=79 and mortar fire vieinity 24037997. artillery
was immediately placed on the encny location. as the Company broke contact
they received mortar fire from the northecst and northwest. The Company broke
contact at 1130 hours. Again airstrik.s nd artillery were placed on the
fortified positions the remiinder of the doy and night. On 2 april Compzny D,
following an airstrike and artillery, moved to the first knoll of Hill 1000
(ZBOL8018) with no enemy contact, «fter 2z search of the zrea uncovering mis-
cellaneous equipment and one NVi. KLi by ~rtillery, thc Company established

a night location at 21038991, it 020900 npril 1968, Company C conducted 2
combat asstult from ZB022013 to ~n 1Z 2t the northern cnd of Hill 1000 (ZB
04,8018) with no enemy contact. Both companies, C from the north and D from the
south, began to converge on the hill mass. By 1225 hours Company C repcrted
receiving smcll orms, M-79 2nd mortar fire vicinity (ZB039010) from enemy in
trees and bunkers, st 1256 hours Company D received sm2ll arms then autom~tic
fire vicinity 2-038994. The Companies immediately began to break contact but
were subjected to hecvy volumes of fire. W“ith both, close support artillery
and close suppert 3ir, the Companies were zble to brezk contzct by 1430 hours
leaving 13 Vo KI.. On 4 spril Compenies C and D conducted security patrols
2round their respective perimeters and the entire day wes devoted to destroy-
ing thc enemy's positions with artillery and employing over nine airstrikes.
Troop & 7-17 air Cav worked the area killing eight NV.. attempting to escape.
at 1800 heurs Company D, 1st Bn 8th Inf. becime OPCCH 2-35 and depcrted FSB#?
establishing blocking positions to the southw:st of Hill 1000 vicinity 2A022
947. At 050830 April 1968, Company B, 1st Bn 8th Inf, became OPCON 2-35, and
conducted an airmobile comtat sszult from FSB#7 to ~ blocking position to the
east of Hill 100C, vicinity Za068994, at 0130 ho.rs Companies C and D depart-
ed their night locations and again began to convergz on the hill mass, A&t
103C hours Company C was receiving sniper fire from trees vicinity ZB0O40O11
and followed by mortar fire. Company C irmediately broke contact. Between
1115 hours 2nd 1145 hours three airstrikes were employed in support of Compony
C. «gain the remcinder of the day wes dewvoted to destructive tactics employ-
ing both crtillery and air with the 2ssistance of elements of the 7-17 air
Cav engeging fleeing enemy. On 6 april, following airstrike and artillery,
Company C ond Company D maneuvercd on the hill mass encountering no enemy
resistance, & search of the objectivc uncovered twelve (12) NVA KIa by artil-
lery and four wezpons captured to include = B 4O Rocket launcher, The 7th
and 8th of spril were utilized by Ccmponics € and D to make ~ thorough search
of the hill mass and the destructizn of bunker complex.

9 hpril - 18 april 1968

Throughout this period offensive operations continued with no signifi-
cant contact. op 9 april a regimental size base camp was discovered on the



east side of Ridge 1000, vicinity Z4049998 by Company D. «large cache of AK 47
ammunition, demolitions, &0mm mortar rounds, medicene and miscellaneous NV-
equipment was discovered. slso uncovered were 11 weapons to include a 60mm
mortar,

18 April - 31 ~pril 1968

On 18 april 1968 the 2-35 Inf was lifted to fire support base Mile High
and assumed OPCON of the 1-35 Inf irea of Operations. Offensive operations
consisted of Reconnaissance in Force, Patrols and Bushmasters. During this
period 45 hostile KIA were found and 15 weapons were captured. The enemy KI:
were a result of air and artillery fire. On 20 ..pril 1968, two NV#/NCO's
surrendered to 4 Co, 2-35, at Fire Support Base 14,



Annex C: Administration

ST~ TISTICS
1. Generzl Courts Martial
Nov Dec Jan Feb har
0 0 0 0
Total= 1

Monthly average= 0.16

2. Specicl Courts Martial

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar
2 3 0 0 0
Total= 9

honthly nverage= 1.5

Nov Rec Jan feb bar
o) 1 1 0 3
Total= 6
Monthly w«verage= 1
L. &article 15's
lov Dec Jan Feb nar
2 23 17 L 6

Total= 80
}QOnthly l\Ver{‘.gc'_' 13 ‘3

5. Record of dAbsent Without Leave

sov Dec Jag Feb Mar
2 5 1 1 1
Total= 14

Monthly ~verage= 2.3

6. i.ccidental Gun Shot ‘.ounds

Hov Dec Jan Feb var
3 2 2 1 0
Total= 8

Monthly average= 1.3

7+ Venerezl Disease Rate

Hov Dec Jan Feb har
6 L 3 1 0
Total= 18

lionthly average= 3



Annex E: Proposed Citation

PROPOSED CITATICN

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT THE MERITCRICUS UV IT COMMENDATION IS PRESENTED
TO THE 2D BATTALION 35TH INFANTRY, 3D BRIGADE, 4TH DNFANTRY DIVISION FOR EX-
CEPTIONALLY MERITCRIOUS CCONDUCT LV THE PERFORMANCE CF CUTSTANDING SZRVICZ DUZ-
ING THE PERICD 1 NCVEMBER 1967 THROUGH 30 APAIL 1962 AGAILIST AN ARMED ENZ
FIGHTING A DIVERSIFIED ENEMY RANGING FROM HAMIET GUZRRILIAS AND MAIDN FORLZ VO
"COMrANICS TO NCATH VIETNAMESE ARMY EIEMENTS, TH= »C:CTI BLUs," EXCLUSIVE COF
COMBINE OPLATICNS, KILLED 716 ENEMY SOLDIERS, CAPTURED 60 FRISCNER3 OF AR,
CAPTURED 208 "=APCNS AND INTERNED 291 VC SUSPECTS. THIS EXEIMPLARY RECCAD WAS
ACHIZVED WHILS THE BATTALICN REPRESENTING THE "FIGHTING FCURTH" CPZRATZD JNDz=
THS OPERATIONAL CCONTROL CF SIX DIFFZRENT BRIGADES AL "'AZ REQUIRED TC MCVz Ch
EIGHT OCCASICONS CCOVERIING CVER NINF HUNDRED KILOMETEZS. FURTHER CQHPLICATING
OFERATICNS AND ADMINISTRATION WERS THREEL MAJCR DISPILACEMENTS CF THE BATTALION
FIELD TRAINS. IT IS ZIGNIFICANT THAT COMBAT ACTIONS "ZRE MADNTALED AT FfaK
EFFICIENCY VHILE THE BATTALICN EXPERIZNCED A PERSONNZL TUR CVZR AFFECTING
ZVS COMMAND AND PRINCIPAL STAFF POSITION 'ITHDN TFE CROANIZATICHN. WHILS
PALRTICIPATING IN CPER:TICNS BAKER, MUSCATINE, WHEEIZR-'JALLO'A AND MAC ARTHUR,
TH: "C..CTI BLUS" HAD MUMEROUS MINCR CONTACTS, AMBUSE ENGAGEMENTS AND SEVEN
SUCCESSFUL MAJOR CONTACTS “wITH THE EVEXY, IN ADDITION, THE BATTALION INITIAT-
ED THE 3D BRIGADZ, 4TE INFAMNTIY DIVI-I_.:'3 COMBINED O ZRATICMS PROGRAM AND
SUBZEQUENTLY CCNDUCTED OFfRATIONS “ITH FOUR ALLISD ZIEMENTS RUNGING FROM POP-

ULAR FORCE PLATOONS, A CIVILIAN INDIGENCUS GRCUP, TC REGULAR BATTALICNS CF



THE ARMY OF VIETNAM. THE VICTCRIES RESULTING FROM THISE OPmAATIONS RCEIVED
“IDE PUBLICITY THROUGHOUT SCUTH VIZTNAM WHICH STIRMUL:TiD THE ALII=D FCRCES!
SELF CONFIDZNCE, MCRALE, #ND ZSPRIT DE CCRPS AND FURTHERED THe MACV MISSION

OF ENCOURAGING VIETNAMESE ELEMENTS TO EPAMD THEIR FUTURE OPERATIONS. WHILE
ESTABLISHING AN OUTSTANDING COMBAT REPUTATION THE "CACTI BLUE" DEMONSTRATED
THE HIGHEST DISCIPLINE AND ESPRIT DE CORPS AS REFIZCTED BY ITS LG RzCORD CF
CCURTS MARTIAL, ABS:ZNT “ITHCUT LEAVES AND CASES CF VINEZREAL 2I13C-ZE. THRCUGH-
OUT ALL ITS OPERATICNS THL 2D BATTALICN 35TH INFANTRY, 3D BRIGADzZ, LTE INFAl-
TRY DIVISION TYPIFILD TH: FIGHTING SPIRIT OF THE vIVY" DIVISIIN AND CC¥DUCTZD

ITSZLF IM THE FINEST TRADITICNS CF THE UNITED STATES ARMY.



