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~UBJECT: &co:im.;ncL:.tion of the i•ieritorious Unit Commendation 

Dn, He:idqu:i.rt~rs, 3rd bri8c:i.d0, 4th Inf::.ntry Div).sion, n.PO 96355 6 Jun 68 
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1- Reco!IJLlend 3.pprov~:. 

2. This rocoU11~00:::. tion hc..s b..:cn r~vi.;w;,;d by this h.oadqu<J.rt0rs and I:l<.J~ts 

~11 requireoents spwcifi~>d by ,.Ji. 672-5-1. Tile 2nd Bat~~lion, 35th Inf~ntry 
h~s both ~n outst~nding comb<'.l.t ~nd administr~tive r~cord ~nd is highly 
deserving of this J.~rd. y 
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Colonel, InLntry 
Cort.ianding 
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1. 0nder th~ proVJ.sions of para:7a;h 2SJ, hn 672-5-1 the 2c Ba::~lio:: 35:h 
In.:c:..ntry, Jd Brigade, 4th Infantry : ·:isi::1 is recor:u·:lEnded for tr.e awe.rd c: the: 
~iE:oritorious Unit Conmendation for ex:eptiorally zocritorious con&..:ct ir: the per­
formance of outstanding service ".1uring the pt::-iod 1 !fovember 1967 through 30 
~pril 1968 against an armed ene:ny. 

2. Durir~ the period 1 NoVE:mber 1767 through JO hpril 1168, the 2d Battal­
ion 3~th Infantry established an outs:.C.nding combat record. ?i?~:ing a divc-rs­
ifie:d enc:r.ly ranging from hamlet guerrillas and ~..:'.in Force VC companies to ~~orth 
~lietna~sE A.rr.:y elements, the "Cacti Blue" exclusive of combined :;,perations 
killed 716 e:nc:ny soldiers, captured f:I) prisoners of war, c~t:X:re:: 208 wearo:-.s 
e.nc int...:rn.:-d 291 VC suspects while losi::g only 31 !Il<..·n to hostile fin. This 
23 to 1 kill ratio was achit:ved while the battalion repN:;sentinp, thc.. "?ighting 
Fourth 11 operated under the op<::rational control of six different brigades and 
was require:d to move its Fire Sup1ort Bas.:: and Combat Trains on ~ight occnsions 
cov~ring ovGr 900 kilometers. Further complicating operations ar.d ~drr.inistra­
tion Wf:;re thr2e ms.Jar displacerocnts of t~e Bat.talion Field Trains. It is sig­
nii'i.cant :.;1.:::.t combat actions w.::r_ ~-- :.r.t: _:-.cd at p::c.k efficfoncy 'While tht- bat­
tal:.or. ~xp<.:r:.enced a personn.:l tur:-. - ': - 2. ffecting ev'-"r.r corrmand and ;::r-incipal 
staff position within the )t' • :-:iza:...:.J.-. \· . · J.). 

incorporating the - ~- ·· roobile conce;::t as the 5'.'.i nstay of its off e::si ve 
oper-:itions, t;;t; 2d Bu t,tc.'.ion 35th Infantry conductL:d 44 combat air assaults 
during a 26 da_r ricriod in the Due Pho ar.:.;a of operations (Annt:x E). This c.ction 



coupled with a vigorous d3.y .::i.nd night squc.d to coop.any size ambush progra::i 
(105 ambushes) virtu1lly eliminated the IIOve~ent and actions of hostile elements. 
Once IOClVem~nt had been restricted ~ cordon and search program W<:l.S initiated 
employing night deployment of compnnies to encircle vill:!.ges and seal nil esc~p€ 
routes followed by an nir lift of both US and ~llied Hilitary Intelligence 
personnel to assist in on the spot interrogations. The battalion expertise in 
hole hunting greatly assisted these operations. One such operation completely 
eliminated a village guerrilla infrastructure. The battalion utilized the cordon 
and soo.rch method in the Muscatine i .. rea of ~ez-2.tions and once again eliminated 
another village guerrilln infrastn.icture. 

~.bile p.J.rticipe.ting in Operations Bake::-, ~·:usc2.tine, 'tlheeler-Wallo~ 
and ~~~c .. rthur, the "Cacti Blue" had nilll'.erous t'.inor cont.:.cts, ambush eng::?..ge:ients 
and 7 successful JM.jor contacts with the enemy (nnnex 3). In addition, th€ 
"Cc..cti Blue" initiated the Jd Brig:i.de 4th Inf"-r.try Division's combined oper?.tions 
program with c.lliEd forces by integro.ting ?. pl=:.toon fro::i the Popular Force 
Coop..:.ny ir. Due Pho, Republic of Vietnam into B Co::ipany, 2d Battalion 35th 
Infc.ntry. This operat::.on wns concucted for ~ ;::~r::.od of JO days. In t!le ~'.uscc..­
tine ii.re.:. of Opero.t.ion the b.::itt~lion cond'-.lcted cxte!1si·1e combined oper2.ti'.):15 
rith the 1st c.nd Jrd &.ttJ.lions 4th Regir::ent ,....:r;~;. Du.ri..'1g these operati::r.s 
two m::jor contacts we:re :a.1.de with 2. VC ?-.2.in Force b.:.tt2.lion rest:.lting in 84 
en(;my KL. o.r.d the C2.pt·.ire of 41 weapons. P::-ior to the Tet or fensi ve in t!-.e 
YJbeeler-~iallow.:i. ~:-e.:i. of oper:'.ltions, the 2d 3c.tt..::.lion J5th Infantry coor-din.::.tec 
~nd p1:.rm~d ~ corrbined oper.::ition with ~ Popll~r Force Co~pc:.ny for the de!ense 
of Que Son, Republic of Vietnam. Upon the ince;:tion of the hostile offe~sive 
the: "Cacti Blue" :.r.d thr: Populc;.r Fore(: Cor::pc-.ny conducted a violent counter 
attack which killed 66 of the enemy and ir..flicted a decisive defeat upon t~e 
ntte.cking force~. During Oper!'.tion hac ;.rt!':'..lr) the 2d B~ttalion 35t:-i !nf::.ntry 
conducted combine ooerations with the 19t!-, Ci•.-:..:ia.n Indirinous Defense Group 
(CHG) JX>sitioned at Polei Kleng, Kont'..un Prov"in:e, :l.epublic of Vietrem. •• 
CIDG pbtoon was integrated initially int~ .• Cc::.~any .:>.nC. subsequently into 
D Comp:i.ny, 2d Batt<.lion 35th Inf.:-.ntry. :::·..:ring ::--.e 3:-i.ttle of ::iidge ~coo, i-9 
;.pril 1968, the Vietn.:i.mese and United St.~.tes soldiers fought super'::>,· tc,:-ether 
in destroying n series of el..?.bor:i.te bun.'-<ers and discovering ,"!. rt-:gim - -:· ~,l coize 
b-:se ca.mp. Fifty-!i ve enemy bodies were cmmted e..s ·'.'.. res•.ilt of thi:., : :':.!'~:::.on 
and a captured doC'J.ment indicated by hostile co'-J'lt th~ t 98 enemy h<- ·;: ·:_ .-:-, 
killed and 49 others h.:..d deserted during this engagement. In additio::; : :..::..rge 
c~che of ~Illra.lnition ~s uncovered and a total o! 19 we.:pons were c~ptu•~i to 
include .::. COmm mort~r. The victories resulting from these combined oper:-.:::.ons 
received wide publicity througho-...:t South Vietnc.m which stimuL""lted the J.llied 
forces' self confidence, mor:-i.le e.:-.'} esrrit de corps .. --.nd furthered the !~.c; 
mission of encour':'.ging Vietn:.me;:;e ..:. ::...;' .. ~r.ts to exp.."'.nd their future oper"'.tions. 

:'•bile est<lblishing .:in outst.'.':.nding ccrnb::t reputc;.tion the "Cacti Blue" 
demonstr~ted the highest discipline .::.nd esprit de corps 2.s reflected by its 
low record of Courts M.'.l.rtial, ,.bsent Without Leaves nnd c.:i.ses of Venere.11 
Disease (nnnex C). Throughout all its operations the 2d &ttalion 35th Inf~rrtry, 
Jd Brig~de 4th Inf:'.".ntry Division typfi<::d the fighting spirit of the "Ivy'' 



Division and conducted itself in the finest tr~ditions of the United St~tes 
Army. 

4 Inclosures: 
.-..nnex '" - 0rg'.'.niZ2-tion i.ctivities 
~nnex B - C.Ombat Oper~tions 
/:\.nncx C - 4ldministrJ.tive Statistics 
~nncx D - M~ps of the nre~ of Oper~tions 
.A.nnex E - Proposed Citation 



Annex~: Orgcniz~tion Ac\iviti~s 

1. iW.l::S OF OPD1ATIONSt 

a, Bc.ker 

(1) I:ates of Operation: OlOC:Ol !foveober 1967 - 182400 Dect;i::'.b1...r 
1967~ 

(2) Locc>.tion: Due Pho - t10 Due Districts, Quang Ngni Prov-.:_.,,~~ 
Republic of VietnE.n, 

b. LuscatinE:: 

(1) rr.te:s of Op0raticn: 190'.)01 Decer:.ber 1967 - 092.400 J"'r...:'.'."'~,-
1968. 

(2) loc::.tion: Binh Sen - Son Tinh Districts, Qu::mg Ngc-.. i Pro·1i:'~ . 
Rep;..:blie c: Vietn2.r.1 • 

c. \lhE.. el er - ·,-k"'.llo\<C 

(1) IX-.ti...;S of Oper=.tion: lOCOOl J-..nu<:.ry 1962 - 200600 h:i.rch 1968. 

(2) loc.'.'.tion: QuJ.ng Thclng Binh - Qunn Que Sen Districts, Tinh 
Qu.:.ng Tin n.nd N::.n Province, Binh Son - Son Tinh Districts, Quci .. ng Ngn.i Pr0vir.cc 
I:X:.c Due District, G.u.:.ng Ne.n Provine.:;, R public of Vic. tn:.r... 

d. B.:'.ker 

(1) Dntes cf Operation: 200600 h2 .. rch 1968 - 302400 April 1968. 

(2) Loc.::tion: D--.ic Pho - 1.o Due District, ~u:ng Ng:.:i.i Prcvince, 
'4:t:>;..:blic r::f VLtn.:J.r:-,, 

(1) Dates of Optro.tion: 270600 h£.rch 1968 - 302.400 April 1968. 

(2) Kontur.. District, Kontu~ Province, Fkpublic of VietnllQ. 

2. rot-l-11-.ND n.1® COI'1I'RCL HE.t~~ ..... ~':":.....-i.S: /.d &ttP.lion 35th Inf.:intry 

3. REPORTI?l} OFFICERS: 

a. Cor.:r..2J'lders 

UNIT PERIOD 

2d Bn 35th Inf LTC NOR.:·i.-,N L. Till.ER SR. l Nov 67 - 11 Dec 67 

2d Bn 35th Inf LTC WIU.:W'1 J. UVSEY 11 Dec 67 - 30 Apr 68 



HHC 2d Bn 35th Inf 

HSC 2d Bn 35th Ir.f 

H:-iC 2~ Bn 35th Inf 

Cc J~ 2d Bn 35th Inf 

C.o 1 ... 2d Bn 3 5th Inf 

Co B 2d Bn 35th Inf 

Cc E 2d Bn 35th Inf 

Cc c 2: Br. J5th Inf 

Cc c 2d Bn J5th Inf 

Cc C 2d Bn J5th Inf 

Co C ~j Bn 35th Inf 

C-::· L 2C. Bn J5th In:~ 

Cc D 2d Bn 35th In: 

Cc E 2d Bn 35th Inf 

Cc E 2d Bn 35th Inf 

Reccnn~issance Plt 
2:i Bn 35th Inf 

R~cs;:..:.iss~nce Flt 
2:i Bn 3 5th Inf 

b. St2ff 

Execu~ivc Cffic~r 

Exi=c~tiV'~ 0ffic~r 

S-1 

S-1 

S-3 

S-3 

CPI' S. L C. B..RCE}i~ 1 Nov 67 - 11 Dt;c t7 

11 Dtc 67 - 10 <T?.n f.-.( 

en ;JmRDI J. MU~IDY JR 10 Jan 68 - 30 }~=' 68 

CPT L.RRY \;. HICKS 1 Nov 67 - 15 D".::C :·: 

CPT ROBERT S. HENDERSON 15 Dec 67 - JO J.o:- ':-r 

CPT J . .:1&5 L. LINDSEY 

15 Dec 67 - 30 ~~~ ~· 

lLT ~C:·:ER L. K!:CT.i'T II 1 Nov 67 - 11 '['v_: 

lLT ?.CG ER CO LE 11 Dec 67 - 11 Jan €: 

ll'I' nCi..ffi L. !GCUT II 11 Jo..n 68 - 15 /,pr 6':.' 

15 ,'..,pr 68 - 30 1'.pr 68 

C?'I' L.R.HY H. Br.SS 1 Nev 67 - 10 J '.111 68 

CPT CUFFOfl..D R. SHERER, JR 10 J~n 68 - 30 ;.pr 68 

lLT ?;.u1 c. s:-!:SP..EOI2 

lLT JO:-:N E. F:;..ru·.:t.N 

lLT R..'!hOND E. '.-IE}ffiY 

lL T RI CP ... ?J) WE IT E 

1--..:,J IM ~1. BL.CK 

li,;,J ~iillD.J: R. ~·1?.ITLEY 

l Nov 67 - 4 ~~r 68 

4 }hr 68 - JO i~pr 68 

l !Jo7 67 - 29 Feb 68 

29 Feb 68 - JO i.pr 68 

1 llcv 67 - 7 Jc..n 68 

7 Jan 68 - 30 ;,pr 68 

lLT ?•.UL C. Si-:I.EP.:1012 1 Nev 67 - 1 J~n 68 
(f,.dditioMl Duty) 

CPT rn .. RLES L.:·/S 1 Jan 68 - 30 i'.pr 68 

CPT ROBE.li'I' F. X. hCKENr:EY 1 Nov 67 - 30 .'.pr 68 

iL,J BEN G. CROSBY 1 Nov 67 - ll t!ov 68 

1-il.J LINOOLN JONE.5 III 11 Nov 67 - 30 i•pr 68 



S-4 CPT ROBERT S. HEJDERSON 1 Nov 67 - ~1_) uec ~ r 

S-4 CPT CP ... RLF.s J. ROTHUS3E?.GE.R 15 Dec 67 

.-rty INO CPT WTHER R. v: .. NN, JR . 

1.rty nro lLT JOHN H.-.RTLt.1 

4. T.'.SK ORc..,~:IZ..TIOtl: 

1 (:ov- 21 Hcv 1967 
2-3 5 Inf 
C/l-10 Cav (-) 
Sqd C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 ;,:-r_j' 

6 ~cc- 19 U:.:c 1967 
2-35 Inf C/1-10 C.:lv (-) 
S9d C/L.th Engr 
C/2-9 .. rty 

31 Dec- 9 J~n 1968 
2-35 Inf 
C/1-10 C.0"'.v (-) 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 ;.rty 

10 0:::.n- 2J.. JA!l 1968 
2-35 Inf 
C/1-10 C.::.v 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 -.rty 

1 Fob- 14 Feb 1968 
2-35 Ir.f 
C/1-10 Cav (-) 
1C/4th cngr 
C/2-9 '·rty 

20 i..::.r- 26 i'iar 1968 
2-35 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 

18 i.pr- JO '"Pr 1968 
2-35 Inf 
2C/4th Engr 
... /2-9 ~-rty 

1 Nov 67 

4 Mar 68 

21 Nev- 1 Dec 196~ 
2-35 Inf (-) 
,,/1-14 Inf 
c/1 .. 10 c:av (-) 
Sqd C/ 4th Engr 
C/2-9 n.rty 

4 Dec- 6 Jee 1967 
2-3 5 Inf (-) 
C/1-10 G:. v (-) 
Sqd C/~th Engr 
C/2-9 ·•rt:t 

19 LJE:c- 31 D~c 1967 
2-35 Inf(-) 
B/1-6 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 i.rty 

9 jan- 10 Jan 1968 
2-35 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 l .. rt:v-

21+ .J::n- 31 J~n 1968 
2-3 5 Inf 
C/1-10 Ccv 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 i.rty 

14 Ft::b- 20 Lar 1968 
2-35 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 ,'...rty 

26 Ma.r- 18 /~pr 1968 
2-35 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 i.rty 

,,. 
_. • .... t 



Annex B: Combat Operations 

1 ~ovember - 2 November 1967 

During this period the battalion continued to operate in recon..~~issance 
in force operations with stay behind ambushes. On 1 "-lovember follo~r.c; up on 
a successful night ambusb .. the ·evening of the 31st of October in ~ich t? PO·: 
was c~ptured and said he was a member of the point scuad of the 97th \~ Battal­
ion, A, B, Cl.econ and Jd platoon of C Company OPCm; to A Company worked j_:: a 
joint operation conducting combat assaults in the vicinit;r of the S;:,ng "ic 
River Valley. Throughout the day they engaged the eneny killing ?7 and ca;-­
turing 5 weapons. Of that, the 3d platoon of C CC!:lpany killed twenty, SL':':.ee~ 
of whom were hiding in holes in the village of Ph'..:. An (BS 6858). Durint: t:~~ 
Jd platoon of C Companies "hole hunting'' opera.tier) they had five hand g~e:-:~~?s 
thrown at thE!ll from the holes resulting in negative friendly casualties. c~ 
2 :;::ivember continued effort in reconnaissance in force operations a.'1d 11ho:e 
hunting" resulted in one ene.oy killed and ten weapcns captured, eig.11t of 
whi~h ;.rere found at BS 654496 in -...ihat appeared tc be a rice cache made cf 
ba~bco a~d straw partially hidden under rocks and trees. 

J ~ovember 1967 

Operation Short Time cor.menced with all ele::::ents conductL-1.g combat 
assaults into the Song Ve Valley and conducting reconnaissance in force ope:-­
ations within the AO to engage element~ ~r the 9r~h VG Battalion a.~d step 
their infiltration into the Song Ve Vall..=r. An eirstrike was conducted at 
BS 618533 and received ground to air fi~ f;':;;: vicinity of BS 588518 with 
negative results. Additional airstrikes w~re called i.~ on BS 588~18. A 
reconnaissance of the area revealed negat).-.re results. A total of three heli­
copters went down during the day. One gunshlp had an internal rocket ex­
plode, or:e helicopter he.d a defective oil pump and one helicopter was shot 
do'W!1. All .::..ircraft were seccired and evacuated and two me.mte rs aboard the 
gu.~ship were evacuated with wounds. The day's operation resulted inf ive 
enany killed and five weapons captured. 

4 November - 11 November 1967 

Operation Short Time continued with no significant contact. 

12 November - 13 ~ovember ~c~7 

On 12 November all elements continued recon.~aissance in force operati~ns. 
Throughout the day they engaged the enemy with artillery and gunshi~s kill­
ing eight and capturing one weapon. On 13 November Operation Short Time 
terminated with no significant contact. 

14 November - 17 November 1967 

Elements continued reconnaissance in force operations in the Cacti AC 
with no significant contact. 



18 November 1967 

On 18 November at 1530 hours the Battalion Reconnaissance Platoon 
moving ob foot over a hill mass at BS 693596 found six - four man camouflaged 
huts and bomb shelters recently made. A search revealed cooking equiµnent 
and a new roll of concertina wire. At 1800 hours the 3d platoon of C Company 
sprung its ambush at BS 775550 killing eleven enemy and capturing two weapons. 

19 November - 15 December 1967 

Throughout this period elements continued reconnaissance in force oper­
ations conducting a total of forty-four airmobile combat assaults, one hundred 
sixty-six enemy killed and twenty-five weapons captured. During the period 
8 December to 15 December, B Company conducted reconnaissance in force oper­
ations with Popular Force platoon from Due Fho District nVN. Of particular 
significance during this period was the airmobile cor..bat assault conducted 
by Company C on 4 December, in which three enemy were killed, eleven prisoners 
taken, and four weapons captured. The landing zone was the entrance to a 
natural tunnel complex made of rock at BS 659538. After the entrance was 
blocked and the cor.iplex surrounded, Company C began its detailed search of 

· the tunnel unrooting the enemy througliout the day. 

16 December - 18 December 1967 

On 16 December, acting on intelligence gained from the fl.I that the 
village chief of Thach An ( 1) (BS 785438) was willing to point out VC living 
in his village. Companies A, B a:ld Reconnaissance platoon conrlucted a coord­
inated cord.on and search operation with the assistance of an MI team and 
!rational ?olice. Prior to day break the two companies a."l<i the Recc~ platoon 
completely surrou.~ded the village blocking all avenues of approach and escape. 
At day break the village chief, hamlet chief, National Police and search ele­
cents from companies A, B and the Recon platoon searched the village resulting 
~ the destruction of the village infrastructure as follows: 4 VC KIA, 6 VC 
PO' rt s. one being a squad leader of the 145th VC Battalion and 2 carbines cap­
tured. During the period 17 December to 18 December all elements cc!'lducted 
reconnaissance in force operations with no significant contact. 

19 December 1967 

At 190700 December 1967, the Battalion minus companies A and 3 commenced 
displacement closing Quang Ngai airstr:..p at 191730 December 1967 with negative 
enemy contact in 10 air sorties cacr~:.:..g troops and the operations equipment 
and one 22 vehicle convoy carrying C/2-9 Arty and logistical equi~ent. Both 

·A and B companies were now O~ON to 1st Bn 14th Inf and at 191910 December 
1967, the Battalion (-) became OFCON to 198th Inf Bde (LT). 

20 December 1967 

On 200815 December 1967, Company D and the Reconnaissance Platoon 
conducted airmobile combat assaults on what was to be the netr battalion fire 
base, LZ SUE BS 567877, following a forty-five minute air and artillery prep­
aration commencing 200730 December 1967. Once on the ground, Company D search­
ed and cleared the new fire base while the Reconnaissance Platoon conducted 



reconnaissance operations about its perimeter. Ccrnpany C init.ially rt~.d.~r.~d 
at Quang Ngai airstrip as a ready reaction force in support of Cor.:pa:1y J :.: . .:. 
the Reconnaissance Platoon. Negative enemy contact was encountered a~d the 
Battalion CP and C/2-9 Arty were airlifted from 01,lang Ngai airstrip tc 12 SL~, 
secured by Company D. At 201400 December 1967, Company C conducted a.'1 air­
mobile combat assault into the new AO at BS 560847, established a night fire 
base and conducted offensive operations. As of 200800 December 1967, Company 
B 1st Bn 6th Inf became OPCON to 2d Bn 3 5th W and conducted offensive Op<3r­
ations in the !-lW portion of the new AO. 

21 J)ecernber 1967 - 8 January 1968 

DurL"lg Cperation Muscatine the battalion c~ntinued to oper~te on rec0~- -
naissance i:; force missions killing a.'1 average :;f five er.e::iy per day a:-.d 
capturing an average of two weapons per day. Cne contact was of partic~lar 
significa."1.ce involving the 1st Battalion 4th Regi:nent ArtVN who were operati.!-,g 
in a combined operation with our battalion. Cr. 29 December at 1 ~04 ho~~rs, 

tha 1st Battalion 4th Regiment ca~e in contact with an estimated VC Cc~pa..~'7 

at BS 580798 and received a hea"rJ volume of autorr:atic weapons and H-79 fi:-e 
from both flanks. Gunships were LT.mediately re~uested a~d on station by 154C 
hours. The CO of 2-35 Inf, cc::t.rolling the gur.s!:ips and ccordL":.2.ting t'.".e 
air and grou..":.d action directed co~pa.'1ies B ar.d C 2-35 to mcve to a blockir.g 
position to the west ·..tlile the J..?..V:l swept ir,to the enemies location. Guns'.-li.ps 
from the 176th, 71 st and 123rd Aviatior, companies provided conti:.uous blocki:-:g 
a~d suppressive fires throughout the contact which ended at 1830 hours. The 
results of this battle were eighty-four er.e~y killed and f orty-o~e weapons 
captured. Friendly casuc?.lties were six A?..VN KIA a.'1d t•.ienty-four .!..R~~ ·,;IA. 

9 January - 11 Januar:t 1968 

On 9 January the Battalion was alerted tc displace from LZ SUZ to FSB 
··::3T (AT 990250), bacome OFCCN tc t.he 196th I:-.f 3de (LT) and pre:pc?re !cr­
offensive operations in a new area of operatior. ·1icinity of Tam 'f.::; fer anti­
ci;:iation in operation \'heeler - ·..;c::::..2.owa. At 1231 hours Company:. was ex­
tracted from BS 51 5785 and airlifted tc FSB '..CS7 to c01:1.'!lence defe:isive prep­
arations of the new battalion fire base. At 1 550 hours Company C: was extract­
ed from BS 597807 a!'ld airlifted to Charger !-'.il2.. BT 223318 to prepare for 
offensive operations in the new area of operations. No enemy contact was 
encountered except for what was believed to be an enemy mortar round hitting 
FSB ·,.JEST at 1530 hours wou:iding the Company Commander of D Compa:-.y and killL'1g 
one of his pl?.toon leaders. L: ~he early ~o.n'ling hours on 10 Ja:iuary Company 
D received mortar and RPG fire :-'2s:..:.ltir:g in tw KHA a.rid three '..::.;.. Begin...,ing 
at 0700 hours the battalion r:ii::·.is C c:-.i)any B was airlifted to the steging area, 
Charger Hill. Again no ene~y ccnt~ct was reported except for six enen:y morta~ 
rounds hitting FSB ~!EST between 2300 and 2400 hours, resulting b negative 
casualties. At 110937 January Company B was airlifted from LZ s:JE to Charger 
Hill. By 1400 hours all elements were extracted from Charger Hill and con­
ducting offensive operations in the new area of operations with no significant 
enemy contact. 



12 January - 23 J anuar;y 196S 

Throughout this peri:xi the Battalion continued extensive recon:-.ai3sa·ce 
in force operations in t&sk force elements consisting of two compar.ies or ~~e 
company and the Recon platoon. Unlike the enemy in previous areas it was 
learned through intelligence and recent contacts that the ene::-.y worked in 
canpany or higher size elements. As a result canpa.nies working in task force 
elements always remained \tlithin r:iut'.~2l support of one another. During this per­
iod no significant contact was reported. 

24 ·January 1968 

The Battalion minus Compa:--.y D displaced fro:: FSB '·::s'l' to LZ ~SS reliev­
ing the 2d Battalion 12th Cavalry a~d returning to the contrcl of the 3d Bde 
4th L"lf Division. Co1'1pany D re:::ained on FSB 1...SST to destroy t!'le battalion 
fire base. No significant enemy coi.tact was encountered, 

25 January - 26 January 1968 

The Battalion conti:-i•.ied detailed reconnaissar.ce in force operations •. 
Compa.."'!Y' D was airlifted tc LZ ~SS a.~d prepared for offensive operations 
in the new AO. ~o significant conta:t was encountered. 

27 January 1968 

All elanents conduc~ed reconnaissance in fo~ce operations resulting in 
eleven enany killed~ eight of 'Wl:ich ...-ere killed in ho)e s by Company A at AT 
9923<2 and AT 995324. 

28 January - 31 Ja:iuai:y 1968 

Duri..iig this period the Bc..ttalicr. ccnti.~~ed reconr.aissance in force 
operations with no sign if ica:it conta:t. 

1 February 1 968 

All elements we re to conduct a detailed search of assig:-:ed .::.reas. As 
a cor.tingency plan for a ground and/or mortar attack on the village of Que 
Son (BT038348), guarded by the ?o?ular Forces, R~J, Companies /.. and D were 
to be prepared to move f rcm their cc-night location to blocking positions to 
the northwest on order; Ccrr.p!!::v : w:>s to be prepared to dispatch one platoon 
from I2 OOSS to search suspe.:t:--=. :-:--.-:r-:3.r positions, on order. At 010500 Feb­
ruary 1968, the U.S. Advisor of ~·1e .S::n District renorted beir:g under a mortar 
and ground attack from the northwest. The CO 2d B~ 35th Inf., .imoediately 
alerted Company A to move .from i <:.s night location, (BTOC73 51), to a blocking 
position on the high grou::d at (BS023357), Company D to establish a blocking 
position on its night location where it W'Cl.s co-ledgered with A Company, and 
Company C to dispatch one pletoor. to se.::.rch a suspected enemy ~ortar position 
at (BS048330) and the remainder of the Compe.ny prepared to assist on order. 



A.t 0106(:() Febru-:..ry 1968, Company A depw-ted. its night location. Enro11te t.:"-­
obsE.rvcd and er.g;iged enecy traveling east to west across an open rice p"·:-'-· 
reS'c!lting in five VC ::nd seven indigenous personnel killed. It wns le· ""r.-_,i 
v·,ter that the indigenous personnel were ~rking !or the VC as laborers, 2.m_c 

bearers and shields. Company A then st:irtcd sweeping into the southeast kill­
ing four VC and flushing four more VC l~ ago.inst the northern portion of I2 
ROSS. Elements on the perimeter, corr:ist:'. ~g o~ C/1-10 Cnv and C/2-35 Inf. 
engaged killing the four armed VC. t . ''":c.: :.)2.ny A continued pushing to the oost 
toW<lrds the "No Fire Zone" in coordinG.tic~ with the PF' s pushing west within 
the "No Fire Zone" the enemy became encircled by the two forces. Company A 
established blocking positions on the western boundary of the no fire zone .:u-.d 
tte PF 1 s continued to push towards them engagi.'lg a~d killing over fifty VC. 

2 ?ebru.:i.ry - 12 Fe'.::.ruary : :;-:_s 

During this perioC. '",he batte.lic-in, CFCC'X 196t:1. Ii;F BD~ (LT), continued 
to op~rate in reconn~iss~nce in force operatic~s with stay behind ambushes 
r~s~ltin~ in twenty-one enemy kill:d. 

13 Februc..ry - 14 rebruJ.rv 1 CJ68 

Cn 13 Feb~.1ary 1968, the b~tt~lion rer:ia.i:llng under ocerationc.l control 
of the 196th H.7 BD:.::, (LT) conducted 2.ir!Xbile :onbc..t a.ssauits with Companies 
tt. ?_:-;.d C at 0900 hours from BT952355 on to ·..m2.t was to be the ne:w b.:.ttalion 
fire base, FSB Ryder (3T947345) following 2. fi-:e rr::r:•.1te :.rtillery preparation. 
Once on tht.. ground the cor:rpnnies seC'.1red t:~e: n.;;•_.• fir, base and corr:rnenced cle'.'.r­
ing it with the assistance of i:.wo pl.2.toons froo t!"te J9th Engrs. On the roorn­
ing of 1L Fcbru.:u-y Co@p2.l1ies B ~nd D concucted an c..irm::>bile combat assault 
into the ~ntenn~ Valley ~t BT955365 to conncnce of~ensive operations in the 
new battc.lion area. of opertions and block enecy bfiltration from the west 
to the lowl~nds through the Antenna. V~lley. ht 1JL5 hours the reconn:iiss~nce 
pbtoon WJ.S 3.irlifted from BT999315 to the new fir': base nn est.~blished ·'.?.n 
ot:s:rr.tion post on Hill 579, ?.. domin.:-_ting terrain fe.:-.ture, just t"'10 hundred 
rr:.::tsrs ·:.J.st of FSB Ryder. The displ;?..c_r;,e:nt res.1lted in neg"'..tive eni:::::,Y cont::.:::t. 

15 Fe:bruary - 26 February 1968 

Throughout this period the bo.ttalion continui::d extensive rc:connaissnnce 
in force operations in t..~sk force elem8nts consisting of two com~...ni~s work­
ing jointly or one comp.2-ny .:'.nd t'.-.e :recc:nnaiss:?.ncc :::;latoon. During this period 
light to ood.:r~te cont:>.cts wer0 r·. > :-t :c: rcsultin~ in fifty-six enecy KIA, 
fifteen of v.'hich were the direct :-_:--..:.l-:s of \.v"E:ll employed st::.:r behind -?.!!'.bushes. 

27 February - 29 Febru:-trv 1 S62 

At 270730 Febnnry 1968, Compc..ny C md t'.'.e Reconnaissance Plc.toon de­
parted on its reconniliss~nce mission. Numerous booby tr~ps consisting of 
chicom gren::des with trip wire were found on ilr.d beside the trc.il. At 1235 
hours t!ie point mn heard movement to his front and shortly cifter t"'10 enemy 
were Kk, both carrying chicom gren.1dt:s and trip 'Wire. At 1558 hours .:>-n enemy 



fired from a foxhol~ <'.'.long side the trr.il wo1.mding C Company's point m-;.n. n°· 

the CoDpu.ny 1n2...-;€1..lvert:d, it received n11torrctic weapons fire from both r::'---" :. 
and the front fro~. en£:rny in trees ~nd bunkers in vicinity of BT9U37? .- ·_,._ .... 1 ~ .:_925 

were i.m.r:lediately requested to assist the comp:".ny in bre<>.king contact. A · !:-: 
Company attempted to break contL.ct th.e enemy employed 60mm mortars.. TI-<:: Cc m?<:.ny 
continued to pull ba.ck utilizing fire and maneuver while gunships assistsc by 
providing suppressive fires, They bro~e cont11.ct -'.\.t 1838 hours leaving an 
additionnl 22 NVA KIA. During the eY _,..,_i 1g of 27 February and early mor:.ing 
28 Febru<?.ry continuous artillery wns pLced in the contact area in attempt to 
destroy the fortifications. At 281050 Febru'.lry ""· CS drop wc..s rode on tte 
contact area followed by an ~rtiller:r pre~~ration. As Comp-ny C r:ioved into 
the cont'.'..ct .::.re::i it found two concre':e reinforc~d bun.1<.:::rs one destroyed b:; 
artillery ::i.t BT941+380. At 1340 !101.lrs guns~ips from l!":Jop C 7/17 Air Cr:.v re­
ported n. number of concrete bt.::-'."':::rs ~t 943384, 4~ feet deep 6 feet wide a:1d 
8 feet long fro~ the leo:~t ~nd .frot1t. The Company i.•nr..2di~tely broke cont:-.ct 
~nd c~llPn ~rtill8ry on ~~e en2n:r 10c~tion. On 29 Febru~ry i968, Compar.y C 
W!"J"king with Comp:::.n:J~ D/2-1, C>?CC, 2-35 Inf., searched the contact n.re.n. 2.nd 
trail finding sniper plc:tforms :..r: trees, rrore bunk.~1-s d"'st.roye<l by grtjUC)ry, 
eleven !iVn. KIA by "'.rtillc::r.r e>.r.''" fift,,,"!n woi.[."'ln~. 

Throughod t:-iis pEriod the be.t t"'.lion contir.ue:d E:xtensi ve se2.rch o:;>~r­
-1tions ~nd night ~.:nbushes. Compri.ny C, tr.e Reconn2.:issJ.nce Pl1toon :-.nd D/2-1 
Inf. cont:.:-.ucd rcconnc'.'..iss:>.nce missions nortl':w::rd on th.:: tr£.il le2.ding from 
n.ntenn...,_ V:-i.llt;;y wit!'! nrtiller-J ;..'id ~irstr:.:-:es cle?.r:. "1g the !J?.th. On 2 ?-~arch 
the cor..pc-.ni~sfound 3 cc~plcx at BT955393 consistini of over twenty-five fight­
ing burJccrs witr. hc.-:.t supplied to .:lll bur.kers from one fire, numero'lS foxholes, 
~ comp,Lny size oess h~ll with cooking utensils, ~nd huts resembling hos~it.n.ls 
with pl:ltfow.s twt;nty feet by forty fc°'"t h2:ring trenches running down the center 
.:i.islcs. Cn 3 Lerch tr.e se!rch conti.'1UGd result-ing in the finding of another 
complex just five hundr~~ meters f~rther north. It consist~d of fourte~n 
b'.lr,kcrs r.c::vily reinforced with two to thr'3c feet of l~.yers of dirt and support 
bc:i::s, --.r.oth.::r hos:;:it'.l complex not :nore th:cn forty-five days old, ::i.nd ?. mess 
h"'.11 with cooki:ig utc-nsils. Among other findings within the complex Wt;re ~ 
FDC plctting bo1rd ~nc. two firing t~bles for a 120 mortar, m:_ny documer.ts, 
~Wl!llnition of all kinds to includt twenty-eight 122 rocket rounds with wn.rhe~ds, 
two AK 47's, one- K 44, 3.Ild four he".vy 7.62 m:.chinc guns on carri:.ges. Cn 
4 r•.a.rch t'."1e s-:.~rch contir.ue:d resulting in the finding of one 6Cmm mortP.r, 
~n RPG rcckct l~ur.cher, a chicom sub::iachine gun c>.nd .:. tommy gur:. Durir.€ 
this p€riod :. total of 1 S' ~·:.;;.. '·'·:~".:. f:"..<nd KI.A. by :?..rtillery. 

S I-"..:!rch - 7 k!rch 1 068 

On 5 hn.rch, all el.:mcnts wtrE: to conduct reconn-1issance in force missions 
in assigned are1s while T~sk Force h, consisting of Comp.:~nies A, C and the 
b1ttalion Reconnaissance Pl~toon, conducted an ~irmobile cornbnt assault into 
the .:.ntenm V.'.llley and searched the vill<'-Ee of rtp Bon (2). :.t 051000 March 
1968, Task Force h, combat nssaulted from a PZ BT951403 at 1000 hours to a 
"hot" LZ BT917373. tt.s the first lift approached the 12 it received z.utoretic 



weapons fire from the southwest in the vicinity or BT905373 and BT910370, 
wounding one of the door gunners. The gunships supporting the lift immc~ · -. , , '~ 
provided suppressive fires. ~.fter they expended their ordnance, ru-till:r · 
was c&lled in on the enemy locations. The airlift continued with spore_T,::. 
eneiey autom:.tic weapons fire ·from the southwest. The airlift was compls·::~ c 
at 1352 hours and Task Force A commenced IIrJVement to the search area W:.~t 
Company A. on the D::>rth and C.Ompany C <'.nd the Reconnaissance Platoon on t'-~ 
south. As they approached the village cf h.p Bon (2), Task Foree .\ was m1ed­
iately in contact receiving small anns, automatic and H-79 fire from the ncrth­
eastem side of the village. A Blue Ghost Te~ from Troop C 7/17 Air Cav 
observed NV.:.. in trenches to their front and others roving in a trench along 
their right flank and right rear. With gunships and artillery support the 
task force employed fire and m..neuver to break contact 2..!ld move to an area c.t 
BT916364. ns they p.illed back :.:-:e enemy employed 60rmn roortars from the vil:~ge. 
C.Ontact wr..s broken at 1725 hours le::..ving 23 N'/.:.. KIA. During the evening of 
5 h~rch a vigorous artillery program was being fired upon the fortified vill.3.ge. 
~t 20C0 hours Company~ reported lights in a hut at BT918365, and fired an 
H-79 resulting in a secondary explosion. 11.t Of:IY!JO ~rch 1968, Task Force h. 
dGpertod its night location for Ap Bon (2) with a Blue Ghost team from Troop 
C 7/17 ~ir Cav providing aerial surveillance and gunship support. ~s they 
entered the vi.l.L•ge they obs~rved enemy in the trees to their front. hn ex­
change of fire r~sulted in one NVh KIA. n.t 1()(;() hours the Blue Ghost team 
observed 0ncra-1 caroouflaged with bushes iooving towards Company rl.. Cont2.ct was 
ag~in ~~de with enemy in trenches. The T~sk Force broke contact and six air­
strikGs were brought to be~r on the entrenched enemy the remainder of the day. 
Th::i.t night 2J1 artillt;ry program Vok'.S again fired upon tht: fortified vill.<ige. 
~•t 071000 M.:"'.rch 1968, a CS drop follow,.;d by :i. TCT was delivered on Ap Bon (2). 
T~sk Force A then moved into the village without any r~sistance finding good 
fortified tI'€nches with coim!Illnication wire, extensi·;e blood trails, m."-lly bloody 
bandages, four NVil Kik, an 11-72 I.aw and other I::.iscelL:meous equipment. 

e March - 18 harch 1968 

During this period the batt~lion contin~~d to conduct reconnaissancG in 
force oper~tions with night ambushes killing tft~nty-eight enenzy', c~pturing 
eight Po·.:1 s ::.nd seven WE)c:.pons. 

19 ~.arch - 20 Ha.rch 1968 

On 19 }~.::.rch the battalion 'tr..s alerted tc displace from FSB Ryder to LZ 
Thunder (BS874325), be rels:..sed fro:-!l OPCO?J 196th Inf. ode. (LT), become OPCON 
to the 11th Inf. Bde. ~nd prep~re for security missions 3.nd offensiv~ oper~tions 
in a new area of oper<:tion vicinity Due Pho for p.~rticip.'.ltion in oper::.tion 
Champ:iign. i.t 201030 M·irch 1968, t!"le bettlllior. cormumc~d displacement closing 
LZ Thunder <::.t 201820 K'.lrch. 

21 M<lrch - 25 kirch 1968 

During this p~riod the ba.ttalion conducted reconnaissance in force aper-



:-.tions within the i~o, provided security for se:1en bridges bet-ween BS79;4..L 
~nd BS920233 on Highway 1, provided security for Charlie Brown BS928220 
estc..blishcd c.n OP on Tripoli BS849391. No significc.nt cont.':ct wns r(;r,x,. :l 

26 lfarch - 27 lfarch 1968 

The ~ttalion, having been alerted to dispbce from LZ Thunder , ' :·'" ::Jt.-7 
(Z-t02593.3), commenced mvement by c·. '' ~ ... 26f:r/50 March closing FSB#? :::.~ -~61520 
loinrch and became OP CON 173rd i..irbornc :J 1·:..gcde to participate in Operat~_; ~ Mac­
Arthur in a new .H.O vicinity Polei Klene:. On 2? lw'1arch 1968, offensive o~.'•:~tions 
commenced 2.nd the battalion assumed responsibility fc- the new AO by co~duct­
ing .'.ln airmobile assault of CompanL:s B and C :i.t 0850 ;tours from FSB#? : , :!.n 

U at z..007008, following .'?.n :.rtillery preparation. ;,:, OSOO hours an Of wc.s 
established on FSB#9, Hill 10.?:.. (ZB045973), with the ':-c:.tt2.lion reconn2.iss. · .. ce 
pl?.toon, the 4.2 mort.:;.r pL~toc.1. 2.nd the weapons pl.:itc:m of ComP3-ny C. !k · ~~­
nifie.<:!.nt contact W-cs r~70rted. 

28 KJ.rch - 29 k.rch 19tB 

Throughout this period offensive operations continued with no signif­
ic:.nt cont~ct. ~"t 291900 1'12.rch the bat talion was r0leased from OP CON 173rd 
.-..irborne: :..nd becru:-.E: OFOON 3d Brig'3J.le 4th Inf. Div. 

30 harch - 8 it.pril 1968 

Comp:>.nies B 2.nd C continued to blc :-k t'.1= v~ll~y <·.pproc'.1.ch by conducting 
extensive reconn:.issance i: force missicns on the •.'2lley floor .:ind draws ~nd 
a:iploying numerous dn.y Md night ambushes a:.ong the t~il running through the 
~lley floor, while Com~:.ny i.. coved from its night loc?.tions to make a rccon­
n?.iss.:mce of Hill 1CXX). n.t 300815 E:'.rch 1968, Comp:i.ny d. depc~.rted its night 
lo~tion, ~~OJJ987, for Hill 1000. ;~t 113? hours, ?.s they wer1:: approaching 
t::.;; top from the south, they received eneny sn..ll arms, n.utomt1.tic weapons fire 
:..nd nr:>rt~r fire: from enemy in trce:s c>.nd bunkers, vicinity zao37993, pinning 
down the l~~d elcm€nt. Gunships wer~ irnmcdi~tely requested and close support 
c:.rtillery C.'.}.lled in on enemy loc.:..tions as the comp-".ny ~ttempted to extric:-.te 
its le.'.l.d element and break ccntact. The comp.:.ny broke cont~ct .<1.t 1245 hours 
2.nd ~t 1300 .'.l.irstrikes went in on the fortified positions followed by l!J:)r~ 
~rtillery. During the: evening of JO ll:.rch n heavy artillery program we.s fired 
on the fortified positions. On 31 ¥~rch ~ CIIXi plt.toon from the Specinl Forces 
Camp ct Polei Kleng 'NUS airlifted from FSBt~7 .:?.t 08.30 hours ci.nd inserted with 
Company ·• to be OPCON to t!ie Ccr.:p.::ny. ;·.t 0930 hours a.n airstrike followed 
by <!.n artillery prep~ration wu:; ?heed on the enemy positions. Shortly ~fter 
the company dep!lrted its night lc:c.:tfon it received :lutont>.tic we"'.pons fire 
pinning down the le:>.d element. ..fter €.xtric::.ting the le.:>.d element, the Cot:1P!-ny 
~s still in cont.!'.ct w:ith tha enemy who W'-S less tho.n 100 meters from their 
position, :!.n a.irstrike of n,::~lm wns plllced on the enemy positions. The 
Comp.:-.ny broke cont.1ct at 1130 hours. airstrikes e.nd ertillery we.re pla.ced 
on the fortified positions the rera:-.inder of the day. At 010800 april 1968, 



Compe.ny D was airli!"tcd from FSB#? to Comp:>.ny •l's location C'..nd Comp.:i.!'ly 11. t"'· · 

turm.:d to FS2ff?. i.t 0900 hours Company D depnrted its location for !1~, ~ ··:, ~ ·, 
w:.lking 4.2 raort ·.r rounds in front of thE:m while putting an o.rtillE:ry ~:.;,J·· 
ar.:.tion on the hill. .H.t 1045 hours Coop.:i.n:y D \\CS receiving .'.l he,:wy vol:me of 
enemy s~ll J.rns, ;.:.itom:..tic 1'1-79 ::..nd mortar fire vicinity Zit037997. ;~rtillery 
was immediately placed on the en0oy loc~tion. ~s the Cc~p.2.ny broke contcct 
they recei ve=d mortar fire from the no".'the.::st nnd northwest. The Coopr.."ly broke 
cont.:i.ct :i.t 1130 hours. Again airstrii< .. _.> ·.:nd c.rtillery were placed on the 
fortified positions the remind.er of the dD.y ri.nd night. On 2 hpril Comp;>.ny D, 
following a.n airstrike nnd artillery, moved to the first knoll of Hill 1000 
(ZB048018) with no enemy contnct. .~fter ;:.. se.:>.rch of the ·?..rea uncovering r:ti.s­
cellaneous equiµ::ient and one NV•. KL• by ".rtillery, the Company established 
il night location at Zt1.0J8991. ;.t 020900 n.pril 1968, Co::ip;i.ny C conducted?.. 
comb.'.lt :>..ss<:ult fror:. 28022013 to '.'..n LZ "-t the northern end of Hill lCXX) (ZB 
048018) with no enecy contc-.ct. Both comp-:.nies 1 C fror.i the north ?..nd D from the 
south, beg~n to converge on the hill rn::.ss. By 1225 hours Comp:.ny C reported 
receiving sm:.ll :-.rn.s, M-79 :ind rnort?.r fire vicinity (ZB039010) from enemy in 
trees .=.nd bunkers. 11.t 1256 hours ComtA-"my D received sm.:?.11 arres then autom.'"'.tic 
fire vicinity Z~038994. The Comp.:.nies inr.iediately beg~n to break contact but 
were subjected to he~vy volumes of fire. '.-iith both, close support artillery 
and close support ~ir, the ComP2-nies were ~.ble to bre~k contact by 1430 hours 
le-1.ving 13 rN.- KL.. On 4 ri.pril Comp.:i.nies C and D conducted security patrols 
~round their r~spective perimeters and the entire day wr..s devoted to destroy­
ing the enemy's positions with .:>..rtillery ~d employing over nine a.irstrikes. 
Troop i. 7-17 <dr Cav worked the n.roo killi:i.~ eight r:v.·. r~ttemptinp- to escape • 
.-.. t 1800 hc~rs Com~ny D, 1st Bn 8th Inf. b.;;c.:-.:'le OPCCII 2-35 and dep.::rted FSB#7 
establishing blocking positions to the south~";st of Hill 1000 vicinity Zl"'022 
947. At 050030 n.pril 1968 .• Company B, 1st Bn 8th I"".f. becD.me OPCON 2-.35, and 
conducted n.n airmobile combat :.ss.::.ult from FSB#? to '.'. blocking position to the 
e<lst of Hill 1000, vicinity Zi1-068994. ~i.t 01.30 h1:Y.-rs Companies C and D depa.rt-
ed their night loc-'.'.tions and agnin beg:-..n to conv'--;.--g;; on the hill ~ss. A.t 
1030 hours Company C ~.s receiving snipt:r fire from trees vicinity ZB040011 
<lnd followed by mrt~r fire. Compc.ny C il::Ir:lediJ.tely broke contact. Between 
1115 hours ::nd 1145 hours thre:e 'lirstrikes ~re employed in support of Co?:lp:.ny 
C. ..g.::i.in the rern::.inder of the &y ~s devoted to destructive tactics employ­
ing both ~rtillery ~d air with the ~ssistance of elements of the 7-17 ~ir 
c.~v engeging fleeing enCI:lY. On 6 rtpril, following 3.irstrike and artillery, 
Comp:1ny C :-..nd Cocp.j.ny D mneuvercd on the hill mnss encountering no enemy 
resistc'"l.nce. ~ se:>.rch of the objective uncovered twelve ( 12) NVi.. K~ by a.rtil­
l~ry ·'m<.l four weapons c.."'.ptured to include c. B 40 Rocket Launcher. The 7th 
'lnd 8th of April were utiliztd b~· ::c::.p.:-..nies C and D to m?.ke "'.. thorough se.:-.rch 
of the hill m.:i.ss and the destruct~~~ of bu."lker complex. 

Throughout this period offensive operations continued with no signifi­
cant contact. On 9 .h.pril a regimental size base camp was discovered on the 



east side of Ridge 1000, vicinity ZA.049998 by Company D. :.1arge cache of AK 47 
anmmition, dem::>litions, 6CAmn mortar rounds, medicene and miscellaneous NW. 
equip:ient was discovered. t.lso uncovered were 11 weapons to include a 60mn 
mrtar. 

18 April - 31 r.pril 1968 

On 18 "'Pril 1968 the 2-35 Inf ws lifted to fire support base Mile High 
and assumed OPCON of the 1-35 Inf hrea of Operations. Offensive operations 
consisted of Reconnaissance in Force, Patrols and Bushmasters. During this 
period 45 hostile KU were found and 15 weapons were M.ptured. The eneJey" KV. 
were n. result of nir and artillery fire. On 20 :.pril 1968, two NVi:./NCO' s 
surrendered to i. Co, 2-35, at Fire Sup}'.X)rt Base 14. 



Annex C: t\dministration 

STri TIS TICS 

1 • Genercl Courts Martial 

!£:! Dec Jan Feb hfil: /\pr 

0 0 0 0 0 1 
Total= 1 
Monthly ;...verage= 0.16 

2. S~cic.l Courts ¥..artial 
Nov ~ Jan ~ Mar .:.pr 

2 3 0 0 0 4 
Total= 9 
honthly n.verage= 1. 5 

J. Sur:un::i.ry_ Co]J._rts t>brti.ll 
i':ov ~ J2..n ~ " Apr ~ 

0 1 1 0 3 1 
Total= 6 
.Monthly .... vert1.ge= 

4. hrticle , 51 5 

fQy ~ Jan Feb r:d.r h.pr 
24 23 17 4 T 6 

Total= 80 
!·~onthly i..ver~.gc= 13.3 

5. Record of Absent Without Lenve 
::ov Dec J'3.Q Feb \::-.r ~ 

2 5 1 1 4 
Total= 14 
Monthly ... ver:ige= 2.3 

6. •.ccidental Gun Shot ·.:ounds 
!Jov ~ Jan Feb t~r ..\.pr 

3 2 2 1 0 0 
Total= 8 
Eonthly "'v.;;rage= 1.3 

7, Venerec.l Disense Rcte 
?Jov ~ Jan ~ }lE.r A.pr 
6 4 3 1 0 4 

Total= 18 
lionthly .. ver::i.ge= 3 



Annex E: Proposed Citation 

PROPO.SSD CITATION 

BY DIRECTICN OF THE PRESIDUJT THE M.SRITCnIC~S r.;::rr C:J.1}2JDATION IS PRESENTED 

TO THE 20 BATTALIOi~ 35TH :INFANTRY, JD BRIGADE, 4TH l:NF . .\i';TRY DIVISION FOR EX­

CEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS CCNDUCT tJ THE PE?.FORMA::CE CF CUTSTA.!-:Dil!G SZRVICE DU?.­

ING Th"E ?ERICD 1 NCVD'.BER 1967 THOOUGH 30 APiUL 196~ A'.;Al:lST AN A~~i:.J EN!::_Y. 

FIGHT.ING A DIVZRSIFIED DfEMY RANGING FRU-1 HAMU:T GL:::t.UL:..AS AND MJ..I:! ?C):L3: VC 

· CO!'..?A.::r:s TC ~!CrtTH VETNA..\SSE A.fiMY ELE1·8!TS, TE "C.CTI B:.I.fu 1 " Z..XCW3IVE OF 

ca.ram OPL:J..TICHS, KILIED 716 ENDfI SOLJIERS, CAP7'-"?.ED 60 ?R.ISc:::s?..S OF·:_.:,..::{, 

C.-i.PTU:CD 208 '.SA?CNS 0m .D;TE.RNED 291 vc SUSPEC':'S. :'HIS :;x~.HPLA:U RECOR.: WA5. 

ACHU:V:::D './HIL~ Tl-5 BATTALICU REPRESE!'TTJ}JG THE '':'IG;-;:I:-iG FOUrtTH 11 C?E.-t.A:rt:D "Y.:D~~ 

11-G Of'E,-UTIONAL CCNTROL CF S1X DIFS!C:'.T BnIGA.DES ;:.:s . :A:, RE~UIRED TC MCVE c~; 

EIGHT CCCASIO~JS COVE.:U~lG C'~R N.Th~ HUNDRED KILll'3TE-~. FURI'HER CCT·~?LICATI'IG 

O:ERnTICNS A.~D A.QE:CHSTRATION '._.fEl{S THREE MAJOR DISP:..ACD-8!TS CF T.-:E B..;.TT;._:ror 

FIELD TRAINS. IT IS 3IGN IFICPJTT THAT COMBAT AC7I~1 S . Z:?.£ ~fAr~TAtIB:: AT ?:AK 

EFFICIUJCY \'HIIE THE BATTALICN EXPERkiC:C:D A ?~H..50!,~~ZL r.;~; 01TSR AFFECTIN'.3-

EVi?:i CO.t-'l-~A."iD A:'lD ?ID!C I?AL STAFF POSITION ·.'.ITH ::r T-3 C.ft-~iIZATICN. 'NH IlE 

PA,-n'ICI.?ATING IN CPER.·'.TION.:3 BAKER, 1-'.U3CATINE, 11t1:EE:::.Z~'lALW·'A AND MAC ARl"HUR, 

T'ri:;: "C ... CTI BllE 11 P.AD NUMEROU3 MINCR CONT.1'1CTS, A1'!BUSE WGP.GEME:·:Ts A.~D SEVEN 

SUCCESSFUL MAJOR COOTACTS '-:ITH T:~.L S::E:·.".:. .IN ADDIT::::.N, THE BATTALION DJITIA'!-

ED THE 3D BRIGADE, 4TE INF ~1 T.:tY DL' .L.:, L_: Is CChor·ffiD ,:; '!:!iATIO~lS PrtCGRAM ;.sn 

SlJB3EQUENTLY Ca-JDUCTSD OFiRAT IONS -,:ITfi FOUrt ALLL:D ::.:.EMENTS aJ.J;G.DJG Ftn: POP­

ULAR FOiCE PLATOONS, A CIVILIAN :r-:oIGENCUS GROUP, TC REGULAR BATTALICNS OF 



THE Aa.fY OF VIETNAM. THE VICTORU:S RESULTING FRCJ.f THZSE O?E?.ATIONS RSCEIVED 

:,:IDE PUBLIC rrY THOOUGHOUT SGCTH VETNAM r.mICH STTI·:UL; TED THE All ~D F'.:[{;ES' 

SELF CONFIDENCE, MOHAIB, PND ~SPRIT DE CCRPS AND FURTHERED ~E 't!.;.CV MI53ION 

OF ENCOURAGING VIETNAMESE EIEHENTS TO E:.?M.'.D THEB FUTURE OPE~TIONS. ~·!HILE 

EST~LISHING AN OUTSTANDING COMBAT REPUTt.TION THE 11CACTI BLUE 11 Dil-fONSTR.ATED 

THE HIGHEST DISCIPLINE AND ESPRIT DE COR.0 S AS BEF!.ECTED BY ITS L77 RECORD CF 

COURTS MARTIAL, ABs=:.NT '·:ITSOUT LEAVES ;;.'.iD CASE.3 CF 'ul:ZREAL :)~.3..::: . .:._::E. THROlJG2-

0UT ALL ITS O?C:a.AT IONS THI: 2D BATT ALIGN 35TH INFA.':7RY, JD BP • .l:~AD~, 47.-'. n;?AJl­

TRY DIVISION TYPIFED T'-JZ FIGHTil~G SPIRIT OF THE 11 IVY 11 orns::·:N .!~m CC~UC"3D 

ITSELF DI 11-Z FINEST T.:tA.DITIWS OF THE UNITED ST;..TES A~. 


