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1. Under the provisions of paragraph 203, AR 672-5-1 the 2d Battalion 35th 
Infantry, 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry D:ivisfo!l is recommended for the award of the 
Meritorious Unit Commendation for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per­
formance of outstanding service during the period 1 November 1967 through 30 
April 1968 against an armed enemy~ 

2. During the period l November 1967 through 30 April 1968, the 2d Battal­
ion 35th Infantry established an outstanding combat record. Fighting a divers­
ified enemy ranging from hamlet guerrillas and Main Force VC companies to North 
Vietnamese Army elements, the "Cacti Blue" exclusive of combined operations 
killed 716 enemy soldiers, captured 60 prisoners of war, captured 208 weapons 
and interned 291 VC suspects while losing only 31 men to hostile fire. This 
23 to 1 kill ratio was achieved while the battalion representing the"Fighting 
Fourth" operated under the operational control of six different brigades and 
was required to move its Fire Sup?ort Base and Combat Trains on eight occasions 
covering over 900 kilometers. Further complicating operations and administra­
tion were three major displacements of the Battalion Field Trains. It is sig­
nificant :.hat combat actions were r~int: _ned at peak efficiency while the bat­
talion experienced a personnel turn ~v:'~ affecting every comnend and principal 
staff position within the Jr~'? • .:tlzati-.>n (, __ ::-·"~.--:: A). 

Incorporating the ~ir mobile concept as the m?.:i.nstay of its offensive 
operations, the 2d Battc..Jion 35th Infantry conducted 44 combat air assaults 
during a 26 day period in the Due Pho area of operations (Annex B). This action 
,' ' 
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coupled with a !vigorous day n.nd night squed to company size ambush program 
(105 ambushes) virtually eliminated the movement and actions of hostile elements. 
Once movement hjad been restricted a cordon and search program was initiated 
employing night deployment of comp'.lnies to encircle villages and seal all escape 
routes followed by an air lift of both US and Allied Military Intelligence 
personnel to assist in on the spot interrogations. The battalion expertise in 
hole hunting greatly assisted these operations. One such operation completely 
eliminated a village guerrilla infrastructure. The battalion utilized the cordon 
and search method in the Muscatine i .. rea of Operations and once again eliminated 
another village guerrill<i. infrastructure. 

vJhile W.rtieipating in Operations Baker, Muscatine, Wheeler-Wallowa 
and Hae .ti..rthur,1 the 11 Cacti Blue" had numerous minor contncts, ambush .engagements 
and 7 successful m!l.jor contacts with the enemy (Annex B). In addition, the 
"Ce.cti Blue" iliitiated the 3d Brigade 4th Infantry Division's combined operations 
program with aliJj.ed forces by integrating a platoon from the Popular Force 
Company in Due iPho, Republic of Vietnam into B Company, 2d Battalion 35th 
Infantry. Thi~ operation was conducted for a period of 30 days. In the Musca­
tine Area of Operation the battalion conducted extensive combined operations 
with the 1st allcd 3rd Battalions 4th Regiment ARVN. IAiring these operations 
two iw.jor contcifcts were made with a VC Main Force battallon resulting in 84 
enemy K!l~ and t~e capture of 41 weapons. Prior to the Tet Offensive in the 
Wheeler-Wallowa area o:f operations, the 2d Battalion 35th Infantry coordinated 
and planned a oombined operation with a Popular Force Company for the defense 
of Que Son, Republic of Vietnam. Upon the inception of .the hostile offensive 
the 11 Cacti Blua11 and the Popular Force Company conducted a violent counter 
attack which killed 66 of the enemy and inflicted a decisive defeat upon the 
attacking forces. During Operation Hae 1.rthur, the 2d Battalion 35th Infantry 
conducted combine operations with the .19th Civilian Indiginous Defense Group 
(CIIX}) positioned at Polei Kleng, Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam. A 
CIDG plntoon was integrated initially into i~ Company e.nd subsequently into 
D Company, 2d Battalion 35th Infantry. During the Battle of Ridge WOO, 1-9 
-'\pril 1968, the Vietnamese and United States soldiers fought superbly together 
in destroying a series of elaborate bunkers and discovering a regim.-;nt.al size 
base camp. Fitty-five enemy bodies were counted as a result of thio oyeration 
and a captured document indicated by hostile count that 98 enemy hava boen 
killed and 49 others had deserted during this engagement. In addition, a large 
cache of ammunition 'WE.S uncovered and a total of 19 wenpons were captured to 
include .:i. 60mm mortar. The victories resulting from these combined operc:.tions 
received wide publicity throughout South Vietnam which stimulated the allied 
forces' self confidence, morale and esprit de corps end furthered the HJ.CV 
mission of encouraging Vietnc.mese ~:e~cnts to expand their future operetions. 

While establishing .'.l.n outstnnding combat reputation the 11 Cacti Blue" 
demonstrated the highest discipline nnd esprit de corps as reflected by its 
low record of Courts Mnrtial, Absent Without Leaves and cases of Venereal 
Disease (imnex C). Throughout all its' operations the 2d Battalion 35th Infantry, 
3d Brigade 4th !Infantry Division typfied the fighting spirit of the 11 Ivy'1 
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Division and co1ducted itself in the finest tr~ditions of the United States 
Anny. 

/ -.. , . . -.-f ~ 
iljh1:& ,,,._~:,.. ~~ 

WILLii.M J. LIVSEY r 
LTC, Infantry 

4 Inclosures: . 
Annex 1 ... - Orgn.n:f_zntion i .. ctivities 
annex B - Combat Operations 
.imnex C - ~\.dministrative Statistics 
J:.nnex D - Mnps ~f the hrea of Operations 
.Annex E - Propo~ed Citation 

Commanding 



Annex A: Orgp.ni~ntion Activities 
! 

1. NAl-illS OF PPl!.l~ATit:)NSI 

a. Bnker 

(1) rates of Operation:, 010001 November 1967 - 182400 Dec(:nbur 
1967~. 

( 2) Location: Due Pho - f.io Due District_s, Quang Ngni Pro'r~~.r:~· .. 
Republic of Vietnno. 

b. huscatine 

(1) Ihtes of Operation: 190001 Deceober 1967 - 092400 Januu.:r7 
1968. 

(2) Location: Binh Son - Son Tinh Distric~s, Quang Ngci Province. 
Republic of Vietnan. 

c. Wheeler - Wallo"W'l 

(1) Dat0s of Operotion: 100001 Jnnuary 1968 - 200600 ¥.iarch 1968. 

(2) I.ocn.tion: Quang Thang Binh - Quan Que Son Districts, Tinh 
Quang Tin o.nd I'hm Province, Binh Son - Son Tinh District~, Quang Ngai Province 
Due Due District, Quo.ng ·Nam Province~ R public of Vfotnnr:1. - . . .. . 

d. Bnker 

(1) Dates of Operation: 200600 lfarch 1968 - 302400 April 1968. 

(2) Location: Due Pho - lio Due District, Quang Ngai Province, 
RE:public of Vietnam. 

e. h'.l.c n..rthur 

(1) Dates of Operation: 270600 1-Jc:.rch 1968 - 302400 April 1968. 

(2) Kontura District, Kontun Province, Republic of Vietn!lm. 

2. COhHi'.ND AND CONTROL HEl1.IX!JJ..P.~ER.S: ?.d &ttalion .35th Infantry 

3. REPORTING OFFICERS: 

a. Cotr.'---~ders 

UNIT 

2d Bn 3 5th Inf 

2d Bn: 3 5th Inf 

OONl•UtlIDER 

LTC NORhl-1.N L. TILLER SR. 

LTC WILLIAM J. LIVSEY 

PERIOD 

l Nov 67 - 11 Dec 67 

11 Dec 67 - .30 Apr 68 



HHC 2d Bn 35tp Inf CPT S. L C. Bl•RCEI'i~ l Nov 67 - 1l Dec t7 

HHC 2d Bn 35th Inf lLT GJ.RY G. MYERS ll Dec 67 - 10 Jan f..t: 

HHC 2d Bn .35t~ Inf CPT JJ'IDREtl J ~ MUNDY JR 10 Jan 68 - .30 }~a!" 68 

' . Co A 2d Bn .3 5~h Inf CPT 111.RRY W. HICKS 1 Nov 67 - 15 Dec 67 

Co 1~ 2d Bn 3 5~h Inf CPT ROBERT S. HENDERSON 15 Dec 67 - .30 ii.pr ~.; 

Co B 2d Bn 3 5rth Inf CPT J1J!l~ L. LINDSEY 1 Nov 67 - .15 Dr;c f..." 

Co B 2d Bn 35ith Inf CPI' JOHN PIPIA 15 Dec 67 - .30 Apr 6"'.. 

Co C 2d Bn 3~th Inf lLT HOH:ER L. KROUT II 1 Nov 67 - 11 De~ 67 

Co C 2d Bn .31th Inf lLT ROOER COLE ll Dec 67 - 11 Jan eS 

Co C 2d Bn )~th Inf lLT HONER L. KROOT II ll Jan 68 - 15 11.pr 6e 

Co C 2d Bn 39.th Inf CPT THOMl:..S STE.JBER 15 Apr .. 68 - 30 Apr 68 

Co D 2d Bn 35th Inf CPT IJ~RRY W. Bk.SS 1 Nov 67 - 10 Jan 68 

Co D 2d Bn 35th Inf CPT CLIFFORD R. SHERER, JR 10 Jan 68 - 30 11.pr 68 

Co E 2d Bn 35th Inf lLT Pi.UL C. SH;IERHOI.Z 1 Nov 67 - 4 Mar 68 

Co E 2d Bn 35th Inf lLT JOHN E. PEf; .. R.Hi~N 4 Mar 68 - 30 Apr 68 

Reconnaissance Plt 
2d Bn 35th Inf lLT R.hTI-'.iOND E. HENRY 1 Nov 67 - 29 Feb 68 

Reconnaissance Plt 
2d Bn 35th Inf lLT RI Gilio.RD WHITE 29 F;b 68 - .30 l~pr 68 

b~ Staff 

Executive Officer Nl1.J IRA. H. BliiCK 1 Nov 67 - 7 J~n 68 
~ 

Executivc Officer NAJ WILLJ]J1 R. WPJTLEY 7 Jan 68 - 30 Apr 68 

S-1 lLT PI.:UL · C. SHIEFLT-lOLZ 1 Nov 67 - 1 Jan 68 
(hdditional Duty) 

S-1 CPI' CHl.RLES Il·WS 1 Jan 68 - 30 Apr 68 

S-2 CPT ROBERT· F. X. MCKEI~JEY l Nov 67 - 30 ~pr 68 

S-3 HhJ BEN· G. CROSBY i Nov 67 - 11 Nov 68 

S-.3 l1il.J LINOOLN JO~ III ll Nov 67 - 30 Apr 68 



S-4 CPT ROBERT S. HENDERSON 1 Nov 67 - )_5 iJec 6't 

S-4 CPI' CHI .RLES J • ROTHUSBERGER 

Arty INO 

li.rty INO 

CPT WTHER R. VANN, JR • 

lLT JOHN H,'...RTL!!,-Y 

4. T.' .. SK ORQ.l'JIZ..TION: 

1 Nov- 2~ Nov 1967 
2-35 Itir 
C/1-10 Pav (-) 
S/d C/41th Engr 
C 2-9 1.hy 

1 Dec• 4 Deb 1967 
2-35 rht (-) 
C/1-14 Inf 
C/1-10 Inf (-) 
Sld C/4th Engr 
c 2-9 ~.rty 

6 Dec- 19 Dec 1967 
2-35 Inf C/l-10 Cav (-) S/d C/.4.th Engr 
c 2-9 ilrty 

31 Dec- 9 Jan 1968 
2-35 Inf 
C/1-10 Cav (-) 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 A.rty 

10 Jan- 24 Jsn 1968 
2-35 Inf 
C/1-10 Gav 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 i.rty 

1 Feb- 14 Feb 1968 
2-35 Inf 
C/1-10 Cav (-) 
1%4th Engr 
c 2-9 J°'.rty 

20 lmr- 2Q H:i.r 1968 
2-35 Irµ' 
1C/4th Engr 

18 i•pr- 30 J-1.pr 1968 
2-35 Inf 
2C/4th:Engr 
b./2~9 i~rty 

21 Nov- 1 Dec 1967 
2-35 Inf (-) 
li./1 .... 14 Inf 
c/1 .. 10 Gav (-) 
S~ C/4th Engr 
C 2-9 b.rty 

4 Dec- 6 Dec 1967 
2-35 Inf (-) 
C/1-10 Cav (-) Sld C/4th Engr 
C 2-9 Arty 

19 Dec- 31 Dec 1967 
2-35 Inf (-) 
B/1-6 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 I~rty 

9 Jan- 10 Jan 1968 
2-35 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 Arty 

24 Jan- 31 J::m 1968 
2-35 Inf 
C/1-10 Cav 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 i•rty 

14 Feb- 20 Har 1968 
2-35 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 Arty 

26 Mar- 18 Apr 1968 
2-35 Inf 
1C/4th Engr 
C/2-9 1.rty 
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Annex B: Compa.t Operations 

1 Novemper - 2 November 1967 

During this period the battalion continued to operate in recon.~aissance 
in force operations with stay behind ambushes. On 1 November followir~g up on 
a successful night arli.bush .. the ·evening of the 31st of October in ;.ihich ci PO';J 
was captured and said he was a member of the point scuad of the 97th VC Battal­
ion, A, B, Reeon and Jd platoon of C Company OPCON to A Company worked in a 
joint operation conducting combat assaults in the vicinity of the Song Ve 
River Valley. Throughout the day they engaged the enemy killing 27 and cap­
turing 5 weapons. Of that, the 3d platoon of C Company killed twenty, sh~een 
of whom were hiding in holes in the village of Phu An (BS 6858). Durine tl":e 
3d platoon of C Companies "hole hunting" operatic~ they had five hand grenC).dcs 
thrown at than from the holes resulting in negative friendly casualties. c~ 
2 November continued effort in reconnaissance in force operations and "hole 
hunting" resulted in one enemy killed and ten weapons captured, eight of 
which were found at BS 654496 in what appeared to be a rice cache made of 
bamboo and straw partially hidden under rocks and trees. 

'3 Novemger 1967 

Operation Short Time commenced with all elements conducting combat 
assaults into the Song Ve Valley and conducting reconnaissance in force oper­
ations within the AO to engage elements af the 97th VC Battalion and stop 
their infiltration into the Song Ve Valley. An airstrike was conducted at 
BS 618533 and received ground to air firp fr.sin vicinity of BS 588518 with 
negative results. Additional airstrikes ~~re called in on BS 588518. A 
·reconnaissance of the area revealed negative results. A total of three heli­
copters went down during the day. One gunship had an internal rocket ex­
plode, one helicopter had a defective oil pump and one helicopta- was shot 
down. All tlrcraft were secured and evacuated and two meml:e rs aboard the 
gunship were evacuated with wounds. The day's operation resulted inf ive 
enemy killed and five weapons captured. 

4 November - 11 November 1967 

Operation Short Time continued with no significant contact. 

12 Novem.~er - 13 November 1967 

On 12 November all elements continued reconnaissance in force operations. 
Throughout the. day they engaged the enemy with artillery and gunships kill­
ing eight and ~apturing one weapon. On 13 November Operation Short Time 

.terminated with no significant contact. 

14 Novemper - 17 November 1967 

Elements.continued reconnaissance in force operations in the Cacti AO 
with no significant contact.. r 



18 Novem~er 1967 
I 

On 18 No~ber at 1530 hours the Battalion Reconnaissance Platoon 
moving oh foot 1over a hill mass at BS 693596 found six - four man camouflaged 
huts and bomb ~elters recently made. A search revealed cooking equipment 
and a new roll 1

1of concertina wire. At 1800 hours the 3d platoon of C Company 
sprung its amb\J\sh at BS 775550 killing eleven enemy and capturing two weapons. 

19 Novemb1er - 1 5 December 1967 

Throughout this period elements continued reconnaissance in force oper­
ations conduct:ipg a total of forty-four ainnobile combat assaults, one hundred 
sixty-six enemY:

1 
killed and twenty-five weapons captured. During the period 

8 December to 1~ December, B Company conducted reconnaissance in force oper­
ations with Popµla.r Force platoon from Due Pho District RVN. Of particular 
significance duf'ing this period was the ainnobile combat assault conducted 
by Company C on 4 December, in which three enemy were killed, eleven prisoners 
taken, and four weapons captured. The landing zone was the entrance to a 
natural tunnel complex made of rock at BS 659538. After the entrance was 

·blocked and the complex surrounded, Company C began its detailed search of 
·the tunnel unrocpting the enemy throughout the day. 

16 Decembfr ~ 18 December 1967 

On 16 Dec¢mber, acting on intelligence gained from the MI that the 
village chief ot Thach .An (1) {BS 785438) was willing to point out VC living 
in his village. Companies A, B and Reconnaissance platoon conducted a coord­
inated cordon and search operation with the assistance of an MI team and 
National Police. Prior to day break the two companies and the Recon platoon 

·completely surrounded the village blocking all avenues of approach and escape. 
·At day break the village chief, hamlet chief, National Police and search ele­
ments from compq.nies A, B and the Recon platoon searched the village resulting 
~ the destruction of the village infrastructure as follows: 4 VC KIA, 6 VC 
P0'"'1'' s. one being a squad leader o! the 145th VC Battalion and 2 carbines cap­
tured. During the period 17 December to 18 December all elements conducted 
reconnaissance in force operations with no significant contact. 

19 December 1967 

At 190700 December 1967, the Battalion minus companies A and B commenced 
displacement closing Quang Ngai airstrip at 191730 December 1967 with negative 
enemy contact in 10 air sorties carr;;.::.:ig troops and the operations equipment 
and one 22 vehicle convoy carrying C/2-9 Arty and logistical equipment. Both 

·A_ and B companie~ 'l-rere now OR:ON to 1st Bn 14th In! and at 191910 December 
1967, the Battal~on (-) became OR:ON to 198th Inf Bde (LT) •. 

20 December 1967 

On 200815 l;)ecember 1967, Company D and the Reconnaissance Platoon 
conducted airm.obile combat assaults on vmat was to be the ne'IV battalion fire 
base, LZ SUE BS ~67877, following a forty-five minute air and artillery prep­
aration commenci$.g 200730 December 1967. Once on the ground, Company D search­
ed and cleared tile new fire base while the Reconnaissance Platoon conducted 



reconnaissanpe· operations about its perimeter. Company C initially remd.:.i.ned 
at Quang Nga~ airstrip as a ready reaction ~orc;e in support of Company D anG. 
the Reconnai~sance Platoon. Negative enemy co~tact was encountered and the 
Battalion CP! and C/2-9 Arty were airlifted from Quang Ngai airstrip to LZ SUE, 
secured by Cpmpany· D. At 201400 Decemb~r 1967, Company C conducted an air­
mobile comba~ as.i3~ult into the new AO at BS 560847, established a night fire 
base and confiucted offensive operations. As of 200800 December- 1967, Company 
B 1st Bn 6thi Inf became OPCON to 2d Bn 35th Inf and conducted offensive oper­
ations in th~ 1'!W portion of the new AO. 

21 Dec~mber 1967 • 8 January 1968 
I 

i 

During! Operation Muscatine the battalion continued to operate on recoil.:, -
naissance in! force missions killing an average of five enemy per day and 
capturing ani average of two weapons per day. One contact was of particular 
significance! involving the 1st Battalion 4th Regiment ARVN who were operating 
in a combine~ operation ~ith our battalion. On 29 December at 1504 hours, 
the 1st Batt~lion 4th Regiment crone in contact with an estimated VC Company 
at BS 580798! and received a heavy volume of automatic weapons and M-79 fire 
from both f~s. Gunships were immediately requested and on station by 1540 
hours. The CO of 2-35 Inf, controlling the gunships and coordinating the 
air and ground action directed companies B and C 2-3 5 to move to a blocking 
position to the west while the ARVN swept into the enemies location. Gunships 
from the 176~h, 71st and 123rd Aviation companies provided continuous blocking 
and suppressive fires throughout the contact which ended at 1830 hours. The 
results of this battle were eighty-four enemy killed and forty-one weapons 
captured. F:riendly casualties were six ARVN KIA and twenty-four ARVN WIA. · 

2 January - 11 January 1968 

On 9 January the Battalion was alerted to displace from LZ SUE to FSB 
WEST (AT 990250), become OPCON to the 196th Inf Bde (LT) and prepare for 
offensive operations in a new area of operation vicinity of Tam Ky for anti­
cipation in operation Wheeler - Wallowa. At 1237 hours Company D was ex­
tracted from BS 515785 and airlifted to FSB WEST to cO!Illllence defensive prep­
arations of the new battalion fire base. At 1550 hours Company C was extract­
ed from BS 597807 and airlifted to Charger Hill BT 223318 to prepare for 
offensive operations in the new area of operations. No enemy contact was 
encountered except for what was believed to be an enemy mortar round hitting 
FSB WEST at 1530 hours wounding the Company Commander of D Company and killing 
one of his platoon leaders. In the early morning hours on 10 January Company 
D received ~ortar and RPG fire resulting in two KHA and three 'illiA. Beginning 
at 0700 hours the battalion minus CoLJ.pany B was airlifted to the staging area, 
Charger Hill. Again no enemy contact was reported except for six enemy mortar 
rounds hitt:i;ng FSB WEST between 2300 and 2400 hours, resulting in negative 
casualties. At 110937 January Company B was airlifted from LZ SUE to Charger 
Hill. By 14bO hours all elements were extracted from Charger Hill and con­
ducting offe~sive operations in the new area of operations with no significant 
enemy contact. 



12 Janfaq - 23 January h1968 

Throu~out this period the Battalion continued extensive recon.~ai3sa~ce 
in force opetatio_ns in ts.sk force elements consisting of two companies or one 
company and the Recon platoon. Unlike the enemy in previous areas it was 
learned through intelligence and recent contacts that the enemy worked in 
canpany or higher size elements.- As a result companies working in task force 
elements always remained within mublal support of one another. During this per­
iod no signi!icant contact was reported. 

h24 -Jany.ary 1968 

The Battalion minus Company D displaced from FSB WEST to LZ ROSS reliev­
ing the 2d Battalion 12th Cavalry and returning to the control of the 3d Bde 
4th Inf Division. Company D remained on FSB 1"1EST to destl"Oy the battalion 

·fire base. No significant enemy contact was encountered. 

25 Janµa.r:y - 26 January 1968 

. . The Battalion continued detailed reconnaissance in force operations._. 
·- 'c~pacy D was airlifted to LZ ross and prepared for offensive operations 

in the new AO. No significant contact was encountered. 

· -27 J anuazy 1 968 

All elements conducted reconnaissance in force operations resulting in 
eleven enemy killed~ eight of which were killed in hoJe s by Company A at AT 
992322 and AT 995324. 

28 Janufr:y - 31 Januar:y 1968 

During this period the Battalion continued reconnaissance in force 
operations with no significant contact .. 

1 Februcux 1 968 

All elements were to conduct a detailed search of assigned e.reas. As 
a contingency plan for a ground and/or mortar attack on the village of Que 
Son (BT038348), guarded by the Popular Forces, ~T, Companies A and D were 
to be prepared to move from their co-night location to blocking positions to 
the northwest on order; Company C was to be prepared to dispatch one platoon 
from LZ ross to search suspectc-:. :r.ortar positions, on order. At 010500 Feb­
ruary 1968, the U.S. Advisor of Q1.ie Son District reported being under a mortar 
and ground att,ack from the northwest. The CO 2d Bn 35th Inf., llimediately 
alerted Compa.rw A to move from its night location, (BT007351), to a blocking 
position on the high ground at (BS0233 57), Company D to establish a blocking 
position on it~ night location where it was co-lodgered with A Company, and 
Company C to d~spatch one platoon to search a suspected enemy mortar position 
at (BS048330) ~d the remainder of the Company prepared to assist on order. 



At 010600 Febr1.ftary 1968, Company A depolrled its night location. Fnroute t:'"Y 
observed and ewaged enemy traveling east to west across an open rice P"r!-:7 
resulting in five VC and seven indigenous personnel killed. It was le··rn:.d 
later that the indigenous personnel were working for the VC as laborers, am!.c 
bearers and shields. Company A then started sweeping into the southeast kill­
ing four VC and flushing four more VC t::p against the northern portion of LZ 
ROSS. Elements on the perimeter, cor.sisti~g of C/1-10 Cav and C/2-35 Inf. 
engaged killing the four nrmed VC. J : s ... n:.pany A continued pushing to the east 
towards the "No Fire Zone" in coordinati0n with the PF' s pushing west within 
the "No Fire Zone" the enemy became encircled by the two forces. Company A 
established blocking positions on the western boundary of the no fire zone and 
the PF 1 s continued to push towards them engaging and killing over fi~y VC. 

2 February - 12 February 1968 

During this period the battalion, OPCON 196th INF BDE (LT), continued 
to operate in ~econnaissance in force operations with stay behind ambushes 
l"esulting in tvtenty-one enemy killed. 

13 Februa,ry - 14 February 1968 

On 13 February 1968, the battalion remaining under operational control 
of the 196th INil" BDE (LT) conducted airmobile combat assaults with Companies 
A and C at 0900 hours from BT952355 on to what was to be the new battalion 
fire base, FSB Ryder (BT947345) following a five minute artillery prep:i.ration. 
Once on the ground the companies secured the new fire base and commenced clear­
ing it with the assistance of two platoons from the 39th Engrs. On the morn­
ing of 14 Febru'1l"Y Companies B and D conducted an airnobile combat assault 
into the Antenna Valley at BT955J65 to commence offensive operations in the 
new battalion area of operations and block enemy infiltration from the west 
to the lowlands through the Antenna Valley. At 1345 hours the reconnn.issance 
platoon was airli~ed from BT999315 to the new fire base an established an 
observation post on Hill 579, a dominating terrain feature, just two hundred 
meters east of FSB Ryder. The displacement resulted in negative enemy contact. 

15 Februa:pr - 26 February 1.968 

Throughout this period the battalion continued extensive reconnaissance 
in force operations in task force elements consisting of two companies work­
ing jointly or one company and the reconnaissance platoon. During this period 
light to moderate contacts were r(;:.,-..:·.:-tcd resulting in fifty-six enemy KIA, 
fifteen of which were the direct r..,s-tllts of well employed stay behind ambushes. 

27 Februacy - 29 February 1968 

At 270730 ,February 1968, Comp'.lny C and the Recormaissance Platoon de­
parted on its r~connaissance mission. Numerous booby traps consisting of 
chicom grenG.des iwith trip wire were found on and beside the trail. At 1235 
hours the point man heard movement to his front and shortly after two enemy 
were KIA, both c,arrying chicom gren:ides and trip wire. At 1558 hours ~n enemy 



fired from a fpxhole along side the trail wounding C Company's point m..--1.n. .h. 0
' 

the Company maneuvered, it received autonntic weapons fire from both f:l_i_.;-ti<.S 
and the front :from enemy in trees and bunkers in vicinity of BT944377- '..Pnc: l:_ps 
were immediatejly requested to assist the company in breaking contact. A., i h0 
Company attempted. to break contact the enemy employed 60mm Jil()rtars.. The Ccm:;:>any 
continued to pull back utilizing fire and maneuver while guns_hips assisted by 
providing suppressive fires, They broke contact at 1838 hours leaving an 
additional 22 NVA KIA. During the ev-~:r!.i.1g of 27 February and early morning 
28 February continuous artillery was pl~ced in the contact area in attempt to 
destroy the fortifications. At 281050 February a c·s drop was made on the 
contact area followed by an artillery prepnration. ·As Comp.~ny C moved into 
the contact a~ea it found two concrete reinforced bunkers one destroyed by 
artillery at BT944380. At 1340 hours gunships from Troop C 7/17 Air Gav re­
ported a number of concrete bunkers at 943384, 4~ feet deep 6 feet wide and 
8 feet long from the left and front. The Company immediately broke cont~ct 
and called artillery on the enany loc<.:.tion. On 29 Februo.ry 1968, Company C 
working with Company D/2-1, OPCOl~ 2-35 Inf., searched the contact area and 
trail finding sniper platforms in trees, irore bunkers d@stroyed by- artillery, 
eleven NVA KIA by artillery and fifteP.n woapons. 

1 Yi.arch - 4 harch 1968 

Throughout this period the battalion continued extensive search oper­
ations and night ambushes. Company c, the Reconnaissance Platoon and D/2-1 
Inf. continued reconnaissance missions northward on the trail leading from 
Antenna Valley with artillery and airstrikes cleari!lg the path. On 2 March 
the companiesfound a complex at BT955393 consisting of over twenty-five fight­
ing bunkers with heat supplied to all bunkers from one fire, numerous foxholes, 
a company size mess hall with cooking utensils, and huts resembling hospitals 
_with platforms twenty feet by forty feet having trenches running down the center 
aisles. On 3 March the search cont:hmed resulting in the finding of another 
complex just five hundred meters further north. It consisted of fourteen 
bunkers heavily reinforced with two to three feet of l~yers of dirt and support 
beams, miother hospital complex not more than forty-five days old, and a mess 
hall with coolcing utensils. Among other· findings within the complex were an 
FDC plotting board and two firing tables for a 120 mortar, many documents, 

. ammunition of all kinds to include twenty-eight 122 rocket rounds with wnrhec>.ds, 
two AK 47's, one K 44, and four heavy 7.62 rre.chine guns on carriages. On 
4 t'J.arch the seG.rch continued resulting in the finding of one 60mm mortar, 
an RPG rocket launcher, a chicom submachine gun and a tommy gun. During 
this period a total of 19 1JVA. "''-"!'G found KIA by artillery. 

5 March - 7 Narch 1968 

On 5 harch, all elements were to conduct reconno.issance in force missions 
in assigned areas while Task Force h' consisting of Companies A, C and the 
battalion Reconnaissance Platoon, conducted an airmobile combat assault into 
the Antenna Vb.lley and searched the village of Ap Bon (2). At 051000 March 
1968, Task Force A, combat assaulted from a PZ BT951403 at 1000 hours to a 
"hot" LZ BT91 17373. As the first lift approached the LZ it received automatic 



weapons .fire from the southwest in the vicinity of BT905373 and BT910370, 
wounding one ot the door gunners. The gunships supporting the lift immc< .--:;, ~ ~­
provided suppressive fires. l~.fter they expended their ordnance, artill::r' 
was called in on the enemy locations. The airlift continued with spora-r.:l. 
enell\Y autom;i.tic weapons fir~ 'from the southwest. The airlift was completcc. 
at 1352 hours and Task Force A commenced novement to the search area with 
Company A on the north and Company C and the Reconnaissance Platoon on t~-=< 
south. As they approached the village cf J..p Bon (2), Task Force A wa.s imi1ed­
iately in contact receiving small arms, automatic and M-79 fire from the north­
eastern side of the village. A Blue Ghost Team from Troop C 7/17 Air Cav 
observed NVA in trenches to their front and others moving in a trench along 
their right flank and right rear. With gunships and artillery support the 
task force employed fire and m:.•neuver to break contact and move to an area at 
BT916364. i-..s they pulled back the enemy employed 60nnn mortars from the village. 
Contact was broken at 1725 hours leaving 23 NVA. KIA. During tt.~ evening of 
5 ~arch a vigorous artillery program was being fired upon the fortified village. 
At 2000 hours Company A reported lights in a hut at BT918365, and fired an 
M-79 resulting in a secondary explosion. At O(;/:Y'{30 March 1968, Task Force A 
dsparted its night location for Ap Bon (2) with a Blue Ghost team from Troop 
C 7/17 Air Cav providing aerial surveilla.nce and gunship support. As they 
entered the vi.llnge they observed enemy in the trees to their front. ii.n ex­
change of fire resulted in one NVA KIA. At 1000 hours the Blue Ghost team 
observed enemy camouflaged with bushes moving towards Company A. Contact was 
again mn.de with enemy in trenches. The Tr.sk Force broke · contaGt and six air­
strikes were brought to ben.r on the entrenched enemy the remainder of the day, 
That night an artillery program was again fired upon the fortified village. · 
l~t· 071000 March 1968, a CS drop followed by a Tar was delivered on Ap Bon (2). 
Task Force A then moved into the village without any resistance finding good 
.fortified trenches with colill!IUnication wire, extensive blood trails, many bloody 
bandages, four NVA KIA, an M-72 law and other miscell.nneous equipment. 

8 March - 18 Harch 1968 

During this period the battalion continued to conduct reconnaissance in 
force operations with night ambushes killing twenty-eight enel!\1, capturing 
eight POVl' s and seven weapons. 

19 Harch - 20 March 1 968 

On 19 Mnrch the battalion was alerted to displace from FSB Ryder to LZ 
Thunder (BS874325), be re loo. sed from OPCOlJ 196th Inf. Bde. (LT), become OP CON 
to the 11th Inf. Bde. and prepare for security missions and offensive operations 
in a new area of operation vicinity Due Pho for participation in operation 
Champaign. ilt 201030 M-'.l.rch 1968, the battalion commenced displacement closing 
LZ Thunder nt 201820 Vi.arch. 

21 :March -, 25 March 1968 

During thi~ period the bc>.ttalion conducted reconnaissance in force aper-



ations w.ithi11 the AO, pl'ovided security for seven bridges between BS79340i.... 
and BS920233 pn Highway 1, provided security for Charlie Brown BS928220 " 
established ~n OP on Tripoli BS849391. No significc..nt contact was rGpu, .d 

26 Mar9h - 27 Narch 1968 

The ba~talion, having been alerted to displace from LZ Thunder ~ ., t·': :131,~7 
(Vl025933), ~ommenced IOOVement by c·. ,, r'_+, 260750 March closing FSB#7 :::,, ;;61520 
March and beqame OPCON 173rd h.irbornc :.:J•.·::...gade to participate in Operati .. ,::.. l1ac­
Arthur in a *ew AO vicinity Polei Kleng. On 27 March 1968, offensive OJ:. -.::1-ations 
commenced an4 the battalion assumed responsibility fo~ the new AO by conduct­
ing an airmo'(pile assault of Cornparu.2s B and C at 0850 i1ours from FSB#? ·~·; an 
LZ at ZL:..007~8, following an artillery preparation. fi..t 0900 hours an Of was 
established elm FSB#9, Hill 10.3? (ZB045973), with the 'Jc:.ttalion reconnaiss<mce 
platoon, the, 4.2 mor+ar pl;J.toc.u cmd the weapons platoon of Company C. lfo 3 i.g­
nificant cont.act was reported. 

Throughout this period offensive operations continued with no signif­
icant contact. At 291900 March the bat talion was released from OPCON 173rd 
.b..irborne c.nd became OP CON 3d Brigade 4th Inf. Div. 

30 March - 8 April 1968 

Comp3.?4es B and C continued to blo~k the valley approach by conducting. 
extensive r~connnissance i:·. force missions on the \'alley floor and draws and 
employing n~erous day and night ambushes along the trail running through the 
valley floor, while ComP3-ny A moved from its night locations to make a recon-

. naissance of Hill 1000. At 300815 Yu.'1.rch 1968, Company A depc"\I'ted its night 
location, Zi\033987, for Hill 1000. At 1137 hours, as they were approaching 
the top from the south, they received enemy s:m:::.ll arms, automatic weapons fire 
E:.nd mortar fire from enemy in trees and bunkers, vicinity ZA037993, pinning 
down the lead element. Gunships were immediately requested and close support 
artillery e<:1.lled in on enemy locations as the company attempted to extricate 
its lead element and break contact. The company broke contact at 1245 hours 
and nt 1300 airstrikes went in on the fortified positions followed by more 
artillery·. During the evening of 30 March n. heavy artillery program was fired 
on the fortified positions. On 31 March a CIOO pl.c.toon from the Special Forces 
Camp at Pol¢i Kleng was airlifted from FSB1f7 at 0830 hours and inserted with 
Company ll to be OPCON to the Cot~ny. :'•t 0930 hours an airstrike foll.owed 
by an artillery preparation W2.s placed on the enemy positions. Shortly a~er 
the company departed its night lcc~tion it received autom:>.tic weapons fire 
pinning down the lead element. ;•fter extricating the lead element, the Com~ny 
was still ilil contact with the enemy who w~s less than 100 meters from their 
position, lln airstrike of napalm was placed on the enemy positions. Th~ 
Company brolice contact at 1130 hours. il.irstrikes and artillery were placed 
on the forttfied positions the renainder of the day. J..t 010800 April 1968, 



Company D was .. tirliftcd from FSB#7 to Compa.ny A1 s l~cation a~d Compc..n~ ~ ~~--~, 
turned to FSB#'f. At 0900 hours Company D departed its location for H,, u; ) 
walking 4.2 motti'.r rounds in front of them while putting an nrtille;ry p:..·..o~)-· 
aration on the hill. At 1045 hours Comp.:i.ny D wo.s receiving a heavy volume of 
enemy small arms, automatic M-79 and mortar fire vicinity Zl>.037997. 11.rtillery 
was immediately placed on the enE:~Y loc~tion. As the Compe..ny broke contact 
they recei VE:d mortar fire from the no:i:-the'.'.st and northwest. The Company broke 
cont:i.ct at 1130 hours. Again airstrik...;..; ·~nd c..rtillery were placed on the 
fortified positions the renninder of the day and night. On 2 April Comp?..ny D, 
following a.n airstrike a.nd artillery, moved to the first knoll of Hill 1000 
(ZB048018) with no eneII\Y contact. i~rter e. search of the area uncovering mis­
cellllneous equ:i,.pment and one NV.i. KI.fl by .n.rtillery, the Compa.ny established 
a night location at ZilOJ8991. J.t 020900 ii.pril 1968, Company C conducted a 
combat assc:.ult from ZB022013 to P.n LZ at the northern end of Hill 1000 (ZB 
048018) with no enemy contact. Both comp!nies, C from the north and D from the 
south, began to converge on the hill mass. By 1225 hours Company C reported 
receiving sm:i.11 .:i.rms, M-79 and mortar fire vicinity (ZB039010) from enemy in 
trees nnd bunkers. ttt 1256 hours Comp:i.ny D received small arms then autonutic 
fire vicinity Zh.038994. The Companies imnediately began to break contact but 
were subjected to heavy volumes of fire. With both, close support artillery 
and close support air, the Companies were t.ble to break contact by 1430 hours 
leaving 1.3 N\Ti;. KI.ii.. On 4 April Companies C and D conducted security pa.trols 
around their respective perimeters and the entire day was devoted to destroy­
ing the enemy's positions with artillery nnd employing over nine airstrikes. 
Troop A 7-17 Air Cav worked the area killing eight NVA attempting to escape. 
At 1800 hours Comp:i.ny D, 1st Bn 8th Inf. bec.3.rne OPCON 2-35 and de~rted FSB#7 
establishing blocking positions to the southV.."<;)St of Hill 1000 vicinity zr ... 022 
947. At 050830 April 1968, Company B, 1st Bn 8th Ir.f. became OPCON 2-35, and 
conducted an ai:rmobile combat nssn.ult from FSB#? to c. blocking position to the 
ea.st of Hill 1000, vicinity Zi~o68994. At 01.30 ho'Jrs Companies C and D depart­
ed their night locations and agn.in beg~n to conv0~ge on the hill mass. At 
1030 hours Company C was receiving sniper fire from trees vicinity ZB040011 
and followed by mortar fire. Company C immediately broke contact. Between 
1115 hours and 1145 hours three airstrikes were employed in support of Comp.;my 
C. ilgain the remainder of the day was devoted to destructive tactics employ­
ing both .:i.rtillery and air with the assistance of elements of the 7-17 Air 
Cav engaging fleeing enemy. On 6 .tt.pril, following airstrike and artillery, 
Company C .:'.Ild C¢mpany D maneuvered on the hill mn.ss encountering no enemy 
resistance. A search of the objective uncovered twelve (12) NVA KIA by artil­
lery and four weapons captured to include a B 40 Rocket launcher. The 7th 
and 8th of April were utilized by Sc~panies C and D to m:i.ke a thorough search 
of the hill mn.s$ and the destructisn of bunker complex. 

9 April - 18 April 1968 

Throughou~ this period offensive operations continued with no signifi­
cant contact. Qn 9 April a regimental size base camp was discovered on the 



east side of ~idge 1000., vicinity Zt\049998 by Company D. :Ci.large cache of AK 47 
ammunition, de~litions, 60mm mortar rounds, medicene and miscellaneous NVJ. 
equipment was !discovered. Also uncovered were 11 weapons to include a 60mm 
mortar. 

18 April - 31 April 1968 

On 18 April 1968 the 2-35 Inf was lifted to fire support base Mile High 
and assumed OPCON of the 1-35 Inf i..rea of Operations. Offensive operations 
consisted of Reconnaissance in Force, Patrols and Bushmasters. During this 
period 45 host~le KU were found and 15 weapons were cnptured. The enelJ\V KIA 
were a result ¢>fair and artillery fire. On 20 Lpril 1968, two NVJ../NCO's 
surrendered to I. Co, 2-35, at Fire Suppo'rt Base 14. 



Annex C: ll.dmjinistration 
i 

STb.TISTICS 

1. General 3ourts Martial 
No 

1 
Dec ~.. Feb ~ 

Q, 0 0 0 0 
· Total= 1 

Monthly·hverage= 0.16 

Apr 
1 . 

2. Specfol yourts Martial 
Noy Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr 

2 3 0 0 0 4 
Total= 9 
Honthly ll.verage= 1. 5 

3. Surnm:ir:[__burts Mart~.§].. 
Nov ~ Jan Feb Kar Apr 

0 1 1 0 3 1 
Total= 6 
Monthly , ... verage::=> 

4. Article 1!).'s 
N. Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr av 
24 23 17 4 6 6 

Total= 80 
Monthly i'-ver<:.gc= 13.3 

5. Record gf Absent Without Leave 
H9v ~ Jan Feb H~r 1.Br 

2 5 1 i 1 4 
Total= 14 
Month_ly Average= 2 .3 

6. l~cciden~al Gun Shot \founds 
Npv Dec Jan Feb I:& !ter 

;3 2 2 1 0 0 
Total= 8 
Monthly ~verage= 1.3 

7, Venerea~ Disease Rate 
~ Dec Jan Feb Har i~pr 

6 4 3 1 0 4 
Total= 1~ 
1-ionthly i.verage= 3 



Annex E: P.roff'sed Citation 

PROPOSED CITATION 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT THE MERITORIO'JS t.rHT COMMENDATION IS PRESENTED 

TO THE 2D BATTA.LION 35TH INFANTRY, JD BRIGADE, 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION FOR EX­

CEPTIONAllY MERITORIOUS CONDUCT IN THE PERFORMANCE OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE DUR­

ING THE PERIOD 1 NOVEMBER 1967 TH ROUGH 30 APRIL 1968 AGAINST AN A.f?.IBD ENEt:.:Y. 

FIGHTING A DIVZRSIFIED ENEMY RANGING F.ocM HAMLET GUERRILLAS AND MAIN FOR::E VC 

·COMPANIES TO NORTH VIBTNAMESE AfdliY EI.EMENTS, THE 11CACTI BUJE, 11 EXCWSIVE OF 

·COMBINE OPERATIONS, KILIED '7-16 ENEMY SOIDIERS, CAPTURED 60 PRISONERS OF WAR, 

CAPTURED .20S \IEAPONS .AND INTERNED 291 VC SUSPECTS. THIS EXEMPLARY RECORD WAS 

ACHIEVED WHITE THE BATTALION REPRESENTING THE "FIGIITJNG FOURTH" OPERATED UNDER 

THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF SIX DIFFERENT BRIGADES AND ';JAS REQUIRED TO MOVE ON 

EIGHT OCCASIONS COVERJNG OVER NINE HUNDRED KIL.(METERS. FURI'HER C011PLICATmG 

OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION V..!ERE THREE MAJOR DISPLACEMENTS OF THE BATTALION 

FIELD TRAJNS. IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT COMBAT ACTIONS \:ERE MAlliTATIIBD AT PEAK 

EFFICIENCY 'WHTIE" THE BATTALION EXPERIENCED A PERSONNEL TUffi OVER AFFECTilJG 

EVERY COM?-1AND AND PRINCIPAL STAFF POSITION WITHIN THE ORJANIZATION. WHTIE 

PP.fil'ICIPATilJG 1N OPER.hTIONS BAKER, MUSCATINE, WEEEIER-''/ALW<!A AND MAC ARTHUR, 

TtfE 11C.~.CTI BllJE 11 HAD NUMEROUS MINOR CONTACTS, AMBUSH ENGP.GEME."JTS AND SEVEN 

SUCCESSFUL MAJOR CONTACTS WITH THE ENEEY. 1N ADDITION, THE BATTALION JNITlAT-

ED THE 3D BRIGADE, 4TH IlJFANTRY DIVLICd' S CO:HBTIIBD OPERATIONS PR(X}RAM AND 

SUBSEQUENTLY CONDUCTED OPERATIONS WITH FOUR AU.ED ELEMENTS R.ANGmG FROM POP­

ULAR FOR::E PLATOO~S; A CIVILIAN INDIGENOUS GROUP, TO REGULAR BATTALIONS OF 


