
Once again another 3rd Brigade soldier has lived up to the 
Br:i,gade 1 s motto "None Better". i)u.ri'::.g a recent action, PFC William 
lTi'ey, a 20-year old point man with C Company, 2/35th Infantry 
1~illed three entrenched NY-A soldiers ~ho had surprised his platoon 
.:::.ncL dragged a vwunded comrade to sa.fe°t'J, 

For his outsta!lding performa,.'1.ce, PFC Frey r.ras awarded the 
SiJ:Ver Star for gallan~ry in a cere2ony at the Brig~de cornm.~nd 
post by General Dwight E. Beach, CG o.f US.ARPAC. Following the pin­
ning of the medal, ·General Beach congratulated the Bronco soldier 
··~nd presented him his ovm pe2:'sonal cigarette lighter as a further 
reme~brance of the occasion. 

The 1st :plo.toon of :~ 11 Ch:m-
1;_e 11 Company ente::r·ed a village 
LJrtll of Due Pho on a search and 
(}':::stroy mission. S_pli"Dting into 
two files, . PFC Frey was the 
T'·JiI~.t nan for the left column as 
· (continued on page 2) 
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Drafted at 13 a~d sent to 
Sou.th Victno.n at 1 1~:, •. PVT l?b.am. 
Va.'rJ. Tinh' s carP e::-: ::: .... the North 
Vietnarri.ese .A:rmy C<U:-:: to a sudden 
and lucky end rv,;-"ntly when he 
Chi0u Hoi 'd to C Com12aEy,,_,_:]f.22!~ 
in the hamlet. of Clii Trung •· 

The tiny infiltrator was in 
a s~all hut near the hamlet when 

(continued on page 4) 

Working .with only entrench­
ing tools, a flashlight and arm­
ed vli. th .45 caliber pistols the 
rrt1~nnel rats" made trip after 
triu into the tunnels searching 
.f0r-Cornmunist guerrillas and 
equipment. 

After a long day of digging 
and probing the .banks of a small 
stream near Due 'Pho,·. the "Cacti" 
platoon had searched seven tun­
nels, killed six VC, captured 
three weapons, five. detainees, 
and numerous hand grenades_ ··'·-~ 

(continued on pa~e 3) 
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the ii"-1'::.ntryoen of the "°Cacti 
Blue 11 b::itt.'J.lion began their 
-~ouse tc• house so arch. 

1I'l10 plc.tcCJn .;:ieo.red a s:r.1211 
;,,,~~ ll;-.······"·.-·" of tb ·, d.~.,,.,cre·r 1 11 -..-.l~-~ ,dl...' ........ -Ll~1._ .... .,.L1...,.; -V -l..L.J..0. -LA-1--._ 

i :_; ::.-:..:::'2I'by. Fro11 o. trench to the 
~-·'.)c.'.X of the hut the right colur.Il 
c.-=:.:::.o. u.:J.clcr au town tic ',,ceapons 
~i:rc. 

~{is colu,-:m lL.'1detectecl, Frey 
s.ncl. the second Lmn in li:ne rush­
c:J. .:::.row.id the house to assaHlt 
·' ·>::; o:.Lc~·~.y :siosi tior... As they cq)­
·' _·c·c:-.cb.od tl'le trench, four or 
:C~_vo :rounds tore up the groi_!.2.1d 
: _:.::.rby. Droppi:::lg t,_) one knee, 
2 i·oy s:prayod the trench pirn1hib 
-;~~-.:_·:: 8118~1-;l do\-Il1. 

After expending a mngazine, 
J~~o lwc.1..x·c1 lJoans fro1~ his p::trtr:.er 
'.;,•:::, >::.cd been shut in the sic1e. 
J:'rG~·· STabbcd the 11;oun.ded D.D..n o.nd 
- - l ' t .p t d +}-; C") ctrc::c;:_:ocl 1.lD o SO....L o 1y aroun u_~,_, 

bui~-~~ing \;here a r:1cdic began ad­
~i2i~tcring aid. 

The 2ggressive point DO.n 
rushed back to the action. ·Fron 
his hiding place along side the 
'mi:;, l:ce; peeked around the corner 
,J_ '(. sent o.nothcr me.gnzine of 
1 t ··_;l iLto the oneny-f illed 
t: 'L; ·cl1 not four feet frora his 

: · _,::_t~~~lng the trench while he 
~ .: l·: s.c'_ed, Frey spotted another 

- : ,·A ·::to out 20 feet away. The Con­
;:m.nist fired three rou_nds, miss­
ing each ti11e, o.nd wo.s killed by 
tho 11 Cncti 11 soldier before he 
could due~ back to cover. 

Frey spottE:, ::.:.:r:other lTVA 
soldier about i'::Jo feet fron 
hiu. Ee hurled t:C1rce grenc..cles 
into t~1c trench, letting the 
ho.ndle fly before throv-1ing as he 
'7:J.G so close. 

· When -il.o~ fire_ was ret~ed 
fr2:i.~1 -the trench .. the platoon ro-

grouped to investigate. Three 
C01J.;:ru1ists 1-Jt'!'re found dead, all 
crodited to the young Pennsyl­
vo.nia.11, along vrith an SKS, AK-47 
J.·~-?9 grenade lcnmcher and a B-40 
rocket l.:J.un.cher. 

Again the 3rd Brigade led 
a11·Task Force Oregon units with 
over half the eneny kills for 
the period 20-28 July. 

Leading the way, the Bronco 
:Grigade killed 131 en.eLJ v1hile 
the conbined total for all the 
LU1its of Oregon was 255 enemy 
KIA.. 

For several weeks now, the 
3rd BI igade has been l.::.nocking 
off the Conmunist troops .at a 
fantastic rate. The totals hgve 
beer1 the equivalent of about u.n 
ene:m.y conpany a week. 

The action this past week 
was concentrated in the 2/35th's 
AO north of Due Pho. Exten­
sive senrch and destroy missions 
are digging "Charlie" out of his 
hiding places. 

On July '29,.' infantry:wen, 
airstrikes and gru+ships oonbinoa 
:to · kill LJ-0 VO. ... The Air. Force 
FL.Cs and the gunships. of 174th 
Aviation Company ·were instrumen­
tal in the day's tally. 

Fighting the 11 other uar", 
the Brigade's civil affairs 
teams continued to help the 
Vietnamese. Iliill;DCAP :uissions 
treated about 2000 patients. 
Construction projects in Due Pho 
continued on three schools, 
\7ells and refugee ca:rrps. 
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"",1e Boved in here purely on 
an educated guess," said First 
Lieu-CisiJ..ant John G. Denino. "Tle 
Had been receiving sniper fire 
froLl this location so we decided 
to -~:;o' .. ·:::: a thorough search." 

Dividing into search teams, 
the 3~d Platoon, A Conpany, 2nd 
:3at·~~.:;_lion, 35th Infantry set 
about the tedious mission of 
hur..ti.:.-ii; the entrenched enemy. 

11 The area rms full of spi­
der holes and tunnels, 11 related 
Friv2_·;~c First Class Andrev7 Ll?.c­
GreS:'·~r. 11 We had to search thsn 
all i:'~~d. rna:ay 1;,;ere hard to f irvl .. 11 

c o st of the tULne ls v.JeT'e 
nlong the banks of a Sfa'J.J 1 
strea~. The entrances were ~ell­
cam01.1.flaged behi:c.cl ba:c.boo ai'i.d 
ienss vine thickets. The infan­
tr;'r:~e~1 caut' cu.sly probed each 
thic~et looki~~ for a path which 
::iigl't sive c._, -J the location of 
the c:· LTEUlC"~, A door nade of 
3ither sitck~ or boards covered 
oy c'.irt and gLass concealed the 
c:::cact locaticn. 

It vms Did-r:,orning when PFC 
,,~ c3-re;or and PFC He:cDan E. Bow­
': s ~iscovered a war~ path lead­
i_rig L1to a banboo thicket., ·rhe 
'uo l::t.d barely start'='d digging 
~en t~ey hit the sticks cover­
.. ng ·the entrance. As one stick 
;ms :.."c;:2oved, PFC Gerald I11cAfee, 
.vho ~1.:_o,c'l joined the pair, caught 
1. glinpse of a weapon Emzzle. 
1ifle fire tore into the en­
tranc o followed by grenades. 

~~:ext PFC Donj aoin Cha vet, 
the :pJ_2toon' s ace "tunnel re.t, 
!lent ·co vmrk searching out the 
tunnel. Three VO vmre killed and 
tihre:::: i-Ieapons captured. 

'i'lw search tea11s once again 
3et :::.'bout the hot and tedious 
~ask. Trobing the bamboo thick-

7--0 

~~# c Losing 
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Tllo night began lilrn an or­
dinary night for the Reconnais­
s2nce PlJtoon of tho 1/35th. 

-
11 Rccon 11 had received its 

l"es1J_pply and eaten eveninc chovv. 
In the afternoon 'they· nad se­
lected aobush sites. No'n, under 
the cover of darkness the pla­
toon ~as in position. 

L:1. te in- th0 iJ.ight, t1c.ro Viet 
Cong were spo~tod aoving toward 
tl~o ;,-rc;ll-hidden 2.I.lbush. 'vJai ting 
u::itil the.:: eneri.y \\'ilS trapped, the 
L0.f2.ntr~'T;':;n opcP.ed .:f"i -~s o.nd 
l;:ill.od t~'' -+:a-:i ~ A sc.'lr ~11 of the 
c:.1.rca p:rcdc -.,::;j t\!o pistols 2.".'.'1d 

scver:il 
r,c, , h2TJ pressing opera­

tia~ ~ of t~e 3~d Brigade on the 
coz'..:::/:;r-:i_l plai:-i~ of Due 11ho CJ :-e 
c1.c;~Jriving- 11 Cho.r lie 11 the cover 
0.1~~(~_ conccalnent of n.ight, one of 
:tis Lost valuable assets. 

ets again proved fruitful as an­
other tunnel was discovered. 
Again the call went out for FFC 
Chavet. Although 11 Charlie 11 had 
sbQndoned the truu1ol, grenades 
and new boxes of aDL.10 were cap­
tured. 

Ivlor;12nts later another tun­
nel was located. ('i.uickly the wen 
sprang into_ action and, this 
ti11e it was occ11pied. As a gre­
nade 1:ms hurled fr"1n the; en­
trance. the non dove i'or cover. 
llif::i_e fire; d.'2':'ovs the VC fr on the 
e:c~:'.:'ro.nce and grenades v:rr:;J~s ·::os3-
e'-l. in. Three VC, nee c;ear, and 
grcno.cles were takc;n i'roB the 
tVJ'.12,;,81 e 

It -r:ras quite 2 day for the 
3rd plE~too.n., .A.ccounting for nore 
than a squad of guerrill2s they 
certZtin~-Y lived up to the Bri­
gade's not to, 11 Ifone Better." 
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SSG 1'.Icn-'edic Dube 's squad fr~:o 
the 3nd platoon coved in and 
s1..12?r.-:V-1.'1C.ed t~o building. He cane 
out of the ~sor with his hands 
up :::c.1J~. yelled ••• "Chieu Hoi ! " 

- SSG Dang, th0 bnttalion's 
iu-cc::1;:..."'eter, asked the y,Jutll a 
fe~ prclioinary questions for 
CFT J cl-m H. Co..ven.der, the con­
lJ2.l~Y conr:w.nder, and suddei1ly 
sho~~ his head and locked puz­
zlecl... 

11 He is North Vietnaoese, he 
spec.Y:s ui th their accent," Dang 
sc:.ic"l-. 

V o.n TinJ.1' s story then cane 
quic~.::ly and ·willingly. 

He was drafted at 13 years 
of a~o last year and took threo 
:wont~s of in.f antry training at 
the iiVA training center in Hon 
Binll "dith other 13-year olds. 

11 He says they were drafting 
;rou:::;hs his age a year ago nI1d 
still are," rlea.ted Dang. 

The INA youngster was put 
into an iLfiltration unit and 
sent 02.1 the long arduous \walk 
tG\·:arcl. battle in the South, car­
:::yi:.~s only 2. :;:-if le. 

On Ma.y 19, Van Tinh's bat­
tQlion was walking toward a ren­
dcvoL.rn vri th ·'death~'at the f'0ot o:f' 
o. tTG.llJ.Gl-laced :mountain two Jtil­
onEd;ors south of Chi Trung. 
Eighty-one of his conrades died, 
whe::.1 the "Cacti Greenu caught 
the NVA u.i.J..it and ri10.uled it in a 
30-llm.1r battle. 

Van Tinh was lucky, he 
missed the fight. Sick with m0,,l­
arit::., he was left ·t;o th~ mercy 
of local Viet Cong, and his 1..-v-en.­
pon nas taken. 

He vms told 
was •,7ell he ~\rould 
b;y ;lis unit, but 
came. 

that vrhen he 
be picked up 

they never 

He vrt'..S frightened when the 
biG Gils approached the village, 
but tirec1. of his r,1eager subsis­
tence, he willingly rallied. 

Taki:ag a liking to the boy 
the 11 Cacti 11 brought him. in for 
further questioning and supplied 
hli1 vrith clotLing nnd food. . 

11 Che.rlie" Coupany hopes 
that Van Tinh can go through the 
Kit Carson scout training pro­
srar1 and cone back to ths::J.. :as an 
adopted son. Ho had already de­
cided that the Auerican ArI:ly 
treated hin better than the ·con­
DU11ists on only his second day 
uith then. 

f~ ,447511" ~ er ~ 1:r-r~ i r,1snl i . tr v !) ~~,1 , ~ ,1 "':·0 // t; Yu ·g • 
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Duxing a Teceilt cerenony at 
the forvJa.rd i~ire bnse of the 1st· 
BQttalion, 35th Infantry, Air 
Force r .. ~ajor Murray L. S:oi th was 
nade an honorary ne:mber of the 
11 cacti Grecn 11 by Major Janes E. 
].ioore, battalion coDnander. 

For the past several nonths 
Kajor Snith has served as FAC 
(For;,.-1ard Air Controller) for. the 
3rd Brigade. The 1/35th cited. 
hiu for his skill, interest, and 
cnthusia.sn ·wb.ich provided the 
ultiDate in air support. Along 
with the citation; h;Iajor Snith 
was presneted a -set .-o:f battalion 
crests as u :oonento of his ser­
vice·$ 

This tour has bee;n a re­
U11.ion for Mo.jars Snith a~1.d Moore. 
Un~~cor an exchange prograra Major 
1'.Ioore attended the U. s. Air 
Forco Staff and Cor:nand College 
2..!."1.d in the sa.r1e class vms I1lajor 
Snith. 

Soon off to the wild blue 
yonder, Major Snith will be. 
leaving the 3rd Brigade, going 
to another assignnent in Viotn.aLe 
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..:__,_~i __ · __ ~c:.;-'-- (2.) Rus:Ji2_11. (b) Spaj_1ish. 
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3t;" Iiouis 
0: 1.icago 
1~ .. .-c-1 c..n ta 

1 I=_ v s·burgh 
=··1 ·-=- l .. , ~ 

::_:;1 .!.. __ l ...LC\. • 

, LJ.s .c~ngeles 
:_, i:c-1; Ye.irk 

(c) :C::riglis~1. 
2. :=ihe Bureau of Frinting 

and Eng:-..:a.vi:t1g is p2.rt of: 
(a) Justice Dept. (b) Trea­

sv.i·7 De:ot. (b) Co~·1nerce Dept. 
3. The Civil Jar began in: 
(a) Tonnes.see. (b) South 

C2..I.'olinc:1 •• (c) Virginia. 
L:.. The nec:.re st plDnet to 

-c:1e ~~~ai~th is: 
(2.) Venus. 

J .. 1 __ 1_pi-te:c, 
5 D-~nn"e 1· 0 -~ ..L)_l J_,,. LJ -0 

co-;.:.i:Jer and; 

(b) "' L.lC::.I'S. (c) 

alloy o:f 

-- (a) tin.,, C:::i) i::::-on. (c)zinc. 
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Tl1e Viet Conr; ir;.frastruc­
t1li'c :L:.1 Due Pho ,. '_District r;;.1_s 
do~1~1--c ~:. so\rcr·c blOl..-l -./l."J.0n tI.1-u 
~ ··1 .l.. f 'h 1;-·c.i..1 .!:J_':C·.J.:..:. .t' _.J. uOOn 0 v.1. e ).> vll 

f 1<J_c::-wd Oll.t c:.nd :k:illed a hi,ci;h 
r:,·:::~-''8; VC c:'.:'ficial along i;7itll 
~for_"-.J_' loc.ctl _-·:L12rrilla. 

·1~- .. 0 pL t;,Jon was lead·' to tlill·' 
~,--; ' 1 ~ r ·n > .. ,.. " ''r- -i c·u Ho; · .... 110 "'f "-'--··--'-~.-,v ·-·'-'· ~ J_,;...__ .J. ~~1 ' .r....l. -

t:J::..o:r l.'c1.11;yL :,; , r0:i:0Dted that he 
coiilQ lead ~~arican troops to 
\ :·1crc -L;ho five ·:rcrc hicli.ng. 

U>oi1 arr·ivj_r_g in the vil­
:_:130 i:.e pointed out a chicl:en 
C<J0~:1 lU1.der Wl1:'Lc:1 r.ras a hidden 
Cel.:J.:'. :o:;:-.. rrhe Y:cll concealed door 
'.i? .. s i' .;1;..::icl but tho hiding eneDy 
~".::l(_ i-::; closed ur1ilo the "Cacti 11 

trG~~D tried to open it. 
C't'.d(2C!lly it opGEed part VJ8.Y 

cn::.cl C~.<) grenades YJ8rC tossed cut 
b;~; -c!.:.o VC. A Ps;:/ops teaL1 "<7as 
c~tlloc1 to the scene but 1..;ero lm­
o.blc to pc;rsua.cle the Vi2t Cong 

Ir ... an uffort to f l~sh tl10 
Co -- · .. :_J_ists CJUt, sql~ad loo.d0r, 
SGT ~i-':~::os A. ::-:~ull, tool:: the ox­
rlc;.:;:'.:..vcs . __ ,u_t ,-:.f t'.70 clnyr.".ore 
;_~in.cs c.nd ctttc:c:iod them to thr.: 
door. The expl;.;sion caved . in 
pc.J_'t cif the bm1Lcr, but the VC 
tc:_,.::'J ::iring when the infan,try-

- ' 1' _._:_.:. , ·._ - i'j:C'C1 0..C.: :_c;Q • 

·,/:!_tl:u::;tc:,~:-:>.din.g grenades o...nd 
r : .~-, .. ""-i .,,a ·t:;'-cc VO b1eld on mnt·il -~~'-_ ---~ J.. _,__L v ' :_ ... -.:: ..... 

Su'.l: c~'_lll crt: .. ..:..cd up to the hole 
c.2 ,c::. ·:·::·o T:~:pod in an. other c11.a;;tmore. 

Fcllc'.1iEg the blast, the 
Hocc:2 Pl8.tocn sourchod the bun­
l:o:c m~c.;c,vorins tl1e five dead VC 
ari.rl f 01...IT 1.71capoI1s. 

11 Cl:.Rrlic 1 8 11 increasing in.t-
...t.- 6 --, • 

·~;rtJs v :1.~1 1 .. o: ... crr.'. cc1::1v8nie:nces r:io.y 
bo :-:.:.-::,_ :lt-~cr::;pt tG · 11n.ke his n0ager 
oxiutcnco a little more ploasant 
bl.re can .ctlso get !1in i.nto trou­
ble. 

r,l·=,ving out to a nic;ht nm­
bus:1 si -Ce ruce:c::,_tly, C Company, 
2/35th stopped to take a break. 
after hiking r.buut three kilo­
neters. Cor:po.r.i.y conwt2r~dcr, CPT 
J2,L:cs '4. LmL.YJ.ing, heard rmsic 
l)lo_yi!:2.g. 

As cv(:ryone 1Jeggn .-:hispf}r-e 
i:ag' nHey' 'V·:hO IS got that ::::'adio? 
Turr. that thing off." a nGarby 
squad s:pottod tw·o armed Viet 
Cu:."lt:; coDing dovm o. trail to1;mrd 
the conpnn;y' s :po .si tion---plu.ying· 
a ro.dio. 

The "Cacti" troops opened 
up, nnili:.:.·.:.b the t1;:0 Cornr.mnists. 
:Besides ca:pturL::.g tho VC 's v.rea­
pons r:.nd -;wb geG.r, a brru:1d new 
tro .. nsistor rc:tc1io vi3.S produced. 

Cnc soldier added, "Hanoi 
!L::.m1.::th rec.lly led Char lie dovm 
t~rn 1Tong trail to:Liight ! " 

Te-~'f I -·, .. , 
I "• . ....) L 
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,1!_\ 115 \/'it? r- S 
, 1.; '(c) English 
2~ (b) '.l're<i~sury Dept;· 

.3. (b) South Cn.rolinQ 
·4. (a) Veil.US 
5~ (a) tin 
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