Cnce agavn another Brd Brigade soldler has lived wup to the

ade’s mott
a 20—year

"None Better",
old point man

For his
Sil¥er Star for gallantry

outstanding performance,
in a cerenmony

Durlr@ a recent action, FFC William
3 with C Company,
7iiled three entrenched NVA scldiers who had surprisesd his platoon
¢ dragged a wounded comrade to safety,

2/35th Infantry

PFC Frey was awarded the
at the Brigade command

post by General Dwight L. Beach, CG of USARPAC, Follovlng the pin-

ning of the medal,

rememwbrance of the ooca31on.

The 1st plutoo“ of ""Chop-
¢ Company entered a village
rtl of Duc Pho on a search and
cstroy nmission. Splitting into

wo files, ©PFC Frey was the
m2int nan for the left column as
\contlnued on page 2)
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Drafted at 13
South Victnan at 1+, © PV Fhanm
Van Tinh's career 2. the North
Vietnamese Army carz to a sudden
and lucky end rccently when he
Chieu Hoi'd to C Company, 1/3
in the hanlet of Chi Trunge.

The tiny infiltrator was in
a small hut near the hamlet when

(continued on page 4)

gnd sent to

General Beach congratulated the Bronco soldier
~nd presented hin hlS own pewrsonal cigarette lighter

as a Turther
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Working with only entrench-
ing tools, a flashlight and arm=-
ed with .45 caliber pistols the
"tunnel rats" made trip after
trip into the tunnels searching
for Communist guerrillas and
equipnent,

After a long day of digging
and probing the banks of a small
stream near Duc 'Pho,  the "Cacti”
platoon had searched seven tun-

nels, killed six VC, captured
three weapons, five detainees,

and numerous hand grenades, ==
(continued on page 3)




2ibry ;
Blve"  Dbattalion  began theilr
louse Go house scarch,.
- The platcon neared a small
hut, unanre of the danger lurli-

i MJ%er. From 2 trench to the

weer of the hut the right columm
came under automatic weapons
1irCe

“dis column undetected, Frey

o .

and. the sccond nan in line rush—
¢d oround  the heolise to assauld

As they ap—
four or

‘ic clneny nosition.
eched  the trench,
rounds ‘tore up the ground
Dropping to one knee,
strayed the trench pinning
cneny dcum,.
after expending a magazine,
h¢ heord ncangs from his partner
2 zd  been shot n the side,
sirabbed the wounded man and
ed hin te safety around the
g wnere ﬂ medic began ad~

The aggressive point @man
rushed back to the action. Fromn
his ulding place along side the
Wwe, e peeked around the corner
i sent oncther magazine of
\gi into the oneny-filléd

n not fcur feet from his
,,_tlon. . -

Sveing the trench while he

y2londed, Frey spotted another
VA qgout 20 feet away. The Cone=
mundst fired three rounds, miss—

alo

v C*L—J{J

ing cach tine, and was killed Dby
the "Cacti' scldier before he
could duclt back to cover,

Frey spotte’ urother NVA
soldier about 1iilve feet fron
hine, He hurled torce greLuues
into thwe ‘trench, letting the

hondle fly OQfore throwing as he
a5 80 clcse. _

-When .no:«fire. was returned
fr~n Bhe trench. the 1l1atooll IO~

grouped to investigate.
Commuists were found dead, all
credited +to the young Pennsyl-
vonian, along with an SKS, AK-47
I'=79 grenade launcher and a B-40
rocket louncher,

Three

led

Again the 3rd Brigade:
all'Task Force Oregon units with

over half +the eneny kills for
the period 20-~-28 July.

Leading the way, the Dronco
Brigade killed 131 enciyy while
the combined total for all the
units of Oregon was 255 eneny
KIA,

For several weeks now, the
3rd DBrigade has been linocking
off the Communist troops .at a
fantastic rate. The totals hgve
been the equivalent of about wean
cremy cornpany a week,

The action this past week
was concentrated in the 2/35th's
A0 north of Duc Fho,. Exten-
sive search and destroy missions
are digging ”Charlle" out of his
hiding places.

On July "26,. infantrymen,
airstrikes and gunships ocombined
o kill 40 VC, The Air. Forcse
FiiCs and +the gunships. of 174th
Aviation Compzny were instrumen-
tal in the day's tally.

blghtlng the '"other war",

the Brigade's civil affairs
teans continued to help the
Vietnamese, MEDCAP mnissions

treated about 2000 patients,
Construction projects in Duc Fho

continued on three  schools,
wells and refugee carnps.
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"Wle moved in here purely on
an educated guess," said First
Lieutenant John G. Denino. "Ue
nad besn receiving sniper fire
from this location so we decided
te mellz a thorough search.”

Jividing into search teans,
the Z»d Platoon, A Conpany, 2nd
Satczlion, 55th Infantry set
abcut tihe tedious mission of

hunting the entrenched enemy..
"The area was full of gspi-
der holes and tunnels," related

Frivewe First Class Andrew lMac-
Gregor, "We had to search then
all cnd many were hard to find."

=08t of the tunnels were
along tThe banks of a small

strean, The entrances were welle
camouriaged behird barboo and
dense vine thickets. The infan-
trysen cauticusly probed each
thicizet locking for a path which
2ight give = .y the location of

the cnitrance . 4 door mnade of
zither sitcr:z boards covered
0y dirt and gross concealed the

9
2xact locaticn. _
t was nid-norning when PFC
zor and FPFC Herman E, Bow—
i scovered a worn path lead-
ntc  a bamboo thicket, The
d

ng i j
‘ug r»d barely start=d digging
men they hit the sticks cover—

.ng the entrance. As one stick

vas mcroved, PFC Gerald LicAfee,

vho had joined the pair, caught
1.glinpse of a weapon nuzzle,
Rifle fire +tore dinto the en-

trance followed by grenades.,

fext PFC Benjamin Chavedb,
the platoon's ace “tunnel rat,
went to work searching out the
tunnel, Three VC were killed and
threc weapons captured.

‘‘me search teans once again
et cbout +the hot and tedious
ask. Frobing the bamboo thick-

-
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The nlght began like

an or-
dinary night for the Reconnais-
sence Platoon of the 1/35t%h.
“"Recon' had received dits
resupbly and eaten evening chow.
In the afternoon 'they had se-
Now, under
the pla-

lected ambush sites.
of darkness
was 1in position,.
Late in
Cong were

the cover
toon
the night, two Viet
spotted noving toward

the well-hidden enbush. valting

u2til the eneny was trapped the

o) onered iz and

Cwo. A scarch of the

D two pistols and
scveral dotunents,

Yrs hend pressing opera-
tions of the “d Lrlgade on the
coaghal plalns of Duc Fho are
depriving "Charlie" +the cover
and concealment of night, one of

hig nost valuable assets.

NN

M e N
ets again proved fruitful as an-
other tunnel was discovered.
Again the call went out for FFC
Chavet. Although "Charlie"” had
spandoned the tunnel, grenades
and new boxes of ammo were cap-
turcd.

Moments later another tun-
nel was located. fuickly the nen
sprang into. action and, this
tine it was occupied. As a gre-
nade was hurled from the en-
trance, the nen dove for cover,
Rifle firec drove the VO fron the
entrance and grenades WRrs TOsS3—
ed in, Three VC, wecb gear, and
grenades were taken Ifrom the
tunniel,

It was quite a cday for the
2rd platoon., Accounting for nore
than a squad of guerrillas they
certzinly 1lived up to the Bri-
zade's motto, "lNone Better."
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SSG ileredic Dube'ls

squad fron

the #nd platocon mnoved in and
surrounded toc building. He cane
out of the duvor with his hands

up od yelled..."Chieu Hoil"
SS5G Dang, the Dbattalion's

interprever, asked the youth a
few prelininary questions for
CFT Jchn H, Covender, the comn-
pany conmander, and suddenly
shozlr his head and locked puze
zled,

"Ile is Horth Vietnanese, he
speciis with their accent," Dang
saidc,

Von Tinh's story then cane
quickly and willingly.
e was drafted at 13 years

of age last year and took three
montis of infantry training at
the LIVA training center 1in Hea
Binh with cther 13-year olds.

"He says they were drafting
youths his age a year ago and
still are," rleated Dang.

The NVA youngster was pub
into an infiltration unit and

sent on the long arduous - L waslk
toward battle in the South, car=
ryirg ocnly a »ifle.

On Moy 19, Van Tinh's bat-
telicn was walking toward a ren-
devous with-“death~at the foot of
a. tuumel-laced nountain two kile
cmeters south of Chi Trung.
Bighty~one of his comrades died,

when the "Cacti Green" caught
the FVA unit and mauled it in a
30-hcur battle.

Van Tinh  was lucky, he

nissed the fight. Sick with mal-
ariay he was left to the nercy
of local Viet Cong, and his wea-
pon was taken,

He was told +that when he
was well he would be picked up
by is unit, but they never
Calle o

He was frightened when the
big GI's approached the village,
but vired of his mneager subsis-
tence, he willingly rallied.

Taklag a liking to the boy
the "Cacti® brought hin in fox

further questioning and supplied
him with clothing and food,
"Charlie" Company hopes
that Van Tinh can 8o through the
Klu Carson scout training pro-
gran and ccrnie back to thehras an
adopted son. He had already de-
cided that the Anerican Arny

treated hin better than the Cone-
mmists on
then.

only his second day

with

‘\‘)) f’l (\/?j |

During a recent cerenony at
the forward fire base cof the 1st:
Battalion, 35th Infantry, Air
force liajor DMurrey L., Smith was
nade an honorary nember of the
"Cacti Grecn" by Major James E,
Moore, battalion coumander,

For the past several nonths
llajor Smith has served as FAC
(Forward Air Controller) for the
%rd Brigade. The 1/35th cited.
hinn for his skill, interest, and
enthusiasn wbich provided the
ultimate 1in air support. 4Llong
with the citationy Hajor Smith
was presneted a-set-of battalion

rests as a mouento of his ser-
ViCce, :

This tour has betn a re=
union for Majors Suith and Moors,
Unler an exchange program Major
Moore attended the U, S. Air
Forcc Staff and Cormand College
and in the sane class was lMajor
Snith,.

Soon off +to the wild blue
yonder, lMajor oSnith will be
leaving the 2rd Brlgade, going
tc another assignnent in Vietnan
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BT YOUR
SRS

L 1. The no=t nidcly spoken
Vegtern language 1st ’
(a) Russizn., (b) Spanish.
(c) inglish,
2. The Bureau of Frinting
and Engraving 1s pert of:
(a) Justice Dept. (b) Trea-
sury Deot. (b) Coumerce Dept.
e The Civil .Jar Dbegan in:
(a) Tennessee., (b) South
olina. (c¢) Virginia,
4.y The ne=a root plsnet to

())
k
K¢

the Larth is: )
(=) Venus. (b)) lizrs. (c)
Juniter,

, Bronze is an alloy of
el s

iron. (c)zinc.

L.l LEaGUE

W L Fct.
57 40 ,588
56 41 577

50 43 538
52 46 .53
S 51 47 ,520
b 47 477 500
2ila, 46 47 495
Log sngeles 42 53 442

o York 38 55 .,409
Tmuston 0 39 59 .398

i ALERICAN LEAGUE
o W L Pect.
. Chicago 55 40 579
Boston 52 41  ,559
Californaia 54 44 ,551
Detroit 50 43 ,538
Minnesota 49 4% 533
; 46 52 469
423 51 457

30 much for the true and

4 530 WA0% 12 folse method of examinations

42 55 433 4

40 53 430 14
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The /ret Cong infrastruce— ~
ture in Duc Pho T.DlBtBiCt 1708 “Charlice's” c¢c151pg int-
decit o soverc blow -lien the oregt in polcrrn conveniences may
2coon ¥Ylatoon of  the 1/55%h  be oo atvenpt te nake his neager
fl‘;hed out and kiiled a high cxistence a little more pleasant
rivudng VO ¢lficial along with bubt can also get him into trou-

[ -
Tovnr locnal vuerrilla. ble, , ..
e 0 vaa léad’to tha- Moving out to a night am-
villarse Chieu Hol. who, af- bush site recently, C Company,

.5y rTerpopted that he 2/35th  stopped to take a break.
=ncrican troops to after hiking about three kilo-
viacre vie five were hiding. neters, Company commander, CPT
Upon arriving in  the vil- Jance W, Lanning, heard nusic
loze e pointed ocut a  chicken playing. ,
coon  under whichh was a hidden As everyone beggn whispers
Dunt or. The vwell ceoncealed door ing, "lHey, who's got that radio?
wag found but the hiding eneny Turn that thing off." a nearby
rzld "u closed wnile the "Cacti" zquad spotted two armed Viet

trg9f3 tried to open it. Cong coning down a trail toward
Zrddenly it opcened part way the company's positicr--playing
and tiro grenades were tossed cut = radio.
oy tiic VO, A Psvops teanm was The "Cacti" troops opened
ailed to the scene but verc un~ up, wnailing the two Comnunists.
sble to persuade the Viet Cong Besides C“rtUTl ¢ the VC's wea-
e surrender. pons and web gear, a brand new
In an effort to fiush the traunsistor rauio was produced.
wnlst out, squad leader, Cne soldier added, "Hanoi
A, Zull, “book the ex-~ ilannah really led Charlie down

rlesives wut of tvo claymore the vrong trail tonight!"
wines and attached them to the

door, mhc e“ersion caved in ? i A;
. " o § ah r" Lo

poxt  of the bunier, but the VC /6:};1f Y(:)L// / /Cj/

beor i Llug vhen the infantry- 7t '

‘C"\'C“\V,d. . / /")(ﬂ‘ ) ,-\ .
thistanding grenades and _X NR s

ire, the VC held on until LTI /e
cre.led up to the hole - 1s (c) Bnglish |
ropped in another cldymore, - ',2;'(b)‘Trudsury Dept.
Feollowing the blast, the _%e (b) South Carclina

Focon Platoon scarched the bun-— 4, (a) Venus
kor uncovering  the five dead VG 5. (a) tin
and four weapons,
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