








Ist Battalion, 8th Infantry “Bullets”
3rd Battalion, 8th Infantry “Dmgoons’_’

3rd Battalion, 12th Infantr); “Braves”

| - FIRST
BRIGADE

Y

After enemy-shattering victories
against the Viet Cong in Operation
Adams along the coast of Vietnam,
the First Brigade moved into the
Central Highlands in February of
1967. The “Fighting First” soon
joined the Second Brigade to seek
out and destroy the aggressive
enemy forces harbored in the dense,
mountainous jungle near Plei Dje-
reng.

In early April the Brigade base
camp was established near a de-
serted French complex at Le Thanh
(nicknamed Jackson Hole) in the
Ja Drang Valley. The “Fighting

First” immediately built a reputa-

tion by crushing NVA soldiers dur-
ing the now-famous “Nine Days in
May.” e
After checking border infiltration
in western Pleiku Province during
Operation MacArthur, the First
Brigade quickly moved into the Dak
To area as enemy forces staged a
massive buildup in what was later
to be declared “The most significant
battle of the war” by General Wil-
liam C. Westmoreland, then' Com-
mander of US Forces in Vietnam.
Enemy strength was assessed -at
three regiments and a division.
Reinforcements were flown in im-
mediately and, on November 3,
1967, the 3rd Battalion, 12th In-
fantry, scaling Hill- 1338 overlook-
ing the Dak To base camp; made

contact with a deeply-entrenched .

NVA force. The climatic battle for

Dak To had begun.

In 27 days of savage fighting,
American and ARVN soldiers, em-
ploying every weapon from B-52

‘bombers to bayonets, 'destroyed the

enemy forces. )

During another massive build-up
in May of 1968, -Task Force
Mathews went into the Dak To-
Ben Het area. Air and artillery
strikes, together . with extensive
ground sweeps, forced the deter-
mined enemy to withdraw to his
border sanctuaries.

After almost 15 months of oc-
cupancy at Dak To, the First
Brigade moved to Sui Doi in Janu-
ary of 1969 to be nearer the exten-
sive enemy-seeking operations along
the Dak Payou River. The new



base camp was named Camp Mec-
Nerney after First Sergeant David
H. McNerney who won the Medal
of Honor while serving with Com-
'» pany A, Ist Battalion, 8th Infantry.
r Throughout the Central High-
‘ lands, the First Brigade has proven
L to the enemy that 4th Division
p soldiers are the sole rulers of their
area of operation.

A slip means a bath!

DU IS

A “hook” brings in the day’s supplies

Inspecting an enemy rice hootch




APCs add versatility and mobility

SECOND

BRIGADE

Ist Battalion, 12th Infantry “Red Warriors”
Ist Battalion, 22nd Infantry “Regulars”

2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry “Panthers”

Platoon leader calls for

artillery fire

As the first 4th Division unit to arrive in Vietnam,
the Second Brigade pioneered into the Central High-
lands in August of 1966 to establish the Division base
camp near Dragon Mountain. The “Highlanders”
pushed on to secure enemy-infested terrain near Ploi
Djereng.

In early 1967, during Operation Sam Houston, the
Second Brigade swarmed into the Plei Trap Valley.
By the end of the operation, the “Highlanders” had
impressed a determined enemy by crushing his forces
at each confrontation.

Playing a key role in Operation Francis Marion, the
Brigade’s efforts were divided between protecting Edap
Enang, a consolidated Montagnard Village, and con-
ducting reconnaissance-in-force missions in the Ia
Drang Valley. |

Constantly on the move, the nomadic “Highlanders”
were later airlifted into the Cheo-Reo and Phu Tuc
area to smash large enemy troop concentrations.
Eleven days later the Brigade was again moved—this
time into Darlac Province where they severed infiltra-
tion arteries previously used by NVA forces.

The year 1968 saw the “Highlanders” extending their
elements over a vast range of territory to support
strategic Dak To, Ban Me Thuot, Duc Lap, Mewall,
Polei Kleng and VC Valley. The combined efforts of
the Second Brigade and ARVN soldiers destroyed enemy
prospects of a major victory over ARVN forces.

On August 23, 1968, a six-week battle to lift the
seige at Duc Lap ensued against three NVA regiments
in which artillery and airstrikes, coupled with constant -

“Highlander” ground pressure, brought about a sub- -

stantial enemy defeat and forced the tattered NVA -
forces to flee. : ;

The Second Brigade soon moved to LZ Mary Lou
near Kontum and rechristened the scenic base camp
“Highlander Heights.” From this location, the “High-
landers” again invaded the Plei Trap Valley to inter-
dict enemy use of the Plei Trap Road for troop and
supply movement and conducted an extensive pacifica-
tion program throughout Kontum Province.
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Clean-up time

Night patrol

Checking for mines



1st Battalion, 14th Infantry “Golden Dragons”

THIRD BRIGADE

Ist Battalion, 35th Infantry “Cacti Green”
2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry “Cacti Blue”

Initially part of the 25th Infan-
try Division, the Third Brigade
landed in Vietnam in December of
1965 as a task force component and
immediately deployed into the Cen-
tral Highlands where it dealt crip-
pling blows to the enemy in Opera-
tions Paul Revere I, Thayer II,
Pershing and Lejeune.

The Brigade then made a lateral
sweep north to the coastal plains
of Quang Ngam Province, flushing
out the Viet Cong who once con-
trolled most of that area.

In August of 1967, the Third
Brigade became a 4th Division ele-
ment. Contributing to the success
of  Operation Wheeler/Wallowa
north of Chu Lai, the “None Bet-
ter” soldiers were excellent spokes-
men for the “Steadfast &nd Loyal”
Fourth. :

During the summer of 1968, the
Third Brigade established its base
camp at the Oasis near Pleiku. In
response to a large NVA buildup,
the Brigade then seized critical fire-
base locations around Duc Co.
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Since then, the Brigade has con-
tinued to interdict enemy supply
routes from Cambodia into the
Central Highlands.

The Third Brigade has estab-
lished an enviable record in opera-
tions that have taken it from the
coastal plains® to the Cambodian
and Laotian borders. Each en-
counter with the enemy has demon-
strated the Third Brigade’s combat
superiority.
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“Anybody home?”
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Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol (LRRP) member

Inspecting captured

“Cranes” hustle ammo into firebases so there is plenty for |

the day’s activities









. DISCOM

A successful war effort requires a
monstrous  volume  of  supplies,
equipment and service. From base
camp to firebase to foxhole, the
Division Support Command insures
that each soldier is properly equip-
ped to accomplish his mission.

Composed of three battalions,
provides the Division
with logistical support, maintenance
and medical care.

Insuring that all supplies des-
tined for the 4th Division ultimate-
ly reach the individual soldier—no
matter how inaccessible his position
—is the responsibility of the 4th
Supply and Transport Battalion.

Complex equipment requires 24
hour-a-day care. The men of the
704th Maintenance Battalion see to
it that trucks, tools and typewriters
continue to perform as efficiently as
possible.

But soldiers themselves also re-
quire a certain amount of mainten-
ance. The competent hands of 4th
Medical Battalion personnel tend
to the soldier’s bodily needs. The
shout of “Medic!” on the battlefield
activates the most sophisticated
medical facilities ever possessed by
an army in conflict. In addition,
the 4th Medical Battalion adminis-
ters the same capable and modern
care to the soldier on sick call and
is responsible for the Division’s
Medical Civic Action Program
(MEDCAP) which is designed to
administer medical aid to Montag-
nard villagers throughout the Divi-
sion area of operation.

When hungry men are fed, when
worn equipment is replaced or re-
paired, when injured soldiers are
treated—it is then that the impor-
tance of the behind-the-scene efforts
of the Division Support Command
becomes ever so evident.
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Out with the old, in
with the new

4th Division band mem-
bers provide neighboring
Montagnards with a sam-
ple of Dixieland music

Helicopters flying in support of 4th Division soldiers
are often decorated to express missions, motivations,

call signs or memories of someone special back home.
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The 124th Signal Battalion is composed of three line
companies and a headquarters detachment. Each ccm-
pany paints a different section of the Division’s overall
communications picture. !

Company A, located primarily at Camp Enari and
nearby Dragon Mountain, operates FM retransmitting
communication stations, the Division communications
center, wire and cable platoons and the Division switch-
boards.

Company B has a forward signal center platoon
located with each of the Division’s brigades. Each
platoon provides HF, VHF and FM radio, communi-
cation center facilities and telephone switchboards for
communication with other elements of the Division.

C Company provides combat photographers who ac-
company infantry units in the field, a VHF radio
station at Division headquarters and signal displace-

124TH SIGNAL
BATTALION

Linemen for the County

ment platoons to assist movement of brigade and tac-
tical command posts throughout the Division.

A signal battalion has more equipment per person
than any other type of battalion. This quantity of tech-
nical equipment justifies the extensive signal mainten-
ance section which is also part of the 124th Signal
Battalion.

Even in light of the fantastic communications net-
work essential to a widespread infantry division, the
Signal Battalion has not neglected the need for soldiers
to communicate with people back home. A Military
Affiliate Radio System (MARS) station is located at
Camp FEnari and at all thret of the brigades.

Since its arrival in Vietnam, the 124th Signal Bat-
talion has admirably accomplished its mission of in-
stalling, operating and maintaining all Division com-
munications systems.
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The aero-rifle platoon is extracted

1ST SQUADRON,
10TH CAVALRY

A Cobra pilot’s view

Quick-Reacting
Air-Ground

Force

The 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry
is the 4th Infantry Division’s or-
ganic cavalry squadron. Its three
armored troops and one air cavalry
troop deployed to Vietnam with the
Division.

The extensive mobility and fire-
power of the cavalry troops have
been effective in reconnaissance,
road clearing, search and destroy
missions and ground operations in
support of Division infantry bat-
talions and ARVN forces.

The air cavalry troop provides
the 4th Division with aerial recon-
naissance of large areas, devastating
gunship support and a quick-react-
ing aero-rifle platoon for insertion
into the most inaccessible jungle
areas by the troop’s inherent lift
ships when the situation calls for
immediate reinforcements.

Despite the jungle, mud and dust
characteristic of the Central High-
lands, the spirit and dedication of
the “Buffalo Soldiers” of the 1st
Squadron, 10th Cavalry continue
to lead the way in the 4th Division’s
fight against the enemy.









Engineers rappel from chopper

Blowing...

Division Handymen Provide

Combat Support

Engineer support for the 4th Infantry Division is
provided by the 4th Engineer Battalion. ~Arriving in
the Central Highlands with the Division’s advance
party in August of 1966, the engineers began trans-
forming the base of Dragon Mountain into a city in
the jungle.

Base camp construction is only one of the diversified
tasks which falls to the 4th Engineer Battalion. Com-
bat engineers may be found as far forward as the
infantry company, clearing landing zones and building
fire support bases. An engineer element usually accom-
panies the infantry on combat assaults. Engineers
build the roads on which convoys hauling. troops and
supplies move, clear wide swaths along either side to
prevent ambushes and sweep the roads daily for mines.

The monsoon rains tax the engineers to the fullest.
Keeping roads open and building firebases are tasks
not easily accomplished in knee-deep mud.

But no matter how difficult the challenge, the men
of the 4th Engineer Battalion are always on the scene
to do more than their share.

...and clearing a landing zone



The widespread use of helicopter
“dustoffs” -has brought medical aid
to within minutes of an injured 4th ;
Division soldier. \

The 4th Medical Battalion sup- Y
ports the 4th Division in the Cen-
tral Highlands by placing a medical
company in direct support of each
infantry brigade. These companies
set up clearing stations which
provide minor medical and sur-
gical treatment and routine D' lSTOFF
laboratory, x-ray and dental
facilities. The clearing station
is usually the first stop during medi-

cal evacuation from the field.
The 283rd Medical Detachment
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(Air Ambulance) and the 498th S

Medical Company (Air Ambul- i s i

ance) provide ‘“dustoff” aircraft N {

for the Division. They respond in- é oy ) SO RN
stantly to calls for medical evacua- i b g,

tion and maneuver into even the / / ‘

thickest jungle to lift out wounded % RN 1

soldiers. Infantrymen Division-wide
exude constant praise for the cour-
ageous MEDEVAC pilots and crews
who risk their lives to save the lives
of others.

Medical Care Just
Minutes Away




Roaring Engines
and
Clattering Tracks

The 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry
arrived in Vietnam in August of
1967 and rumbled its armored vehi-
cles along Highway 19 to Camp
Enari.

Immediately joining in the combat
operations of the Famous Fighting
Fourth, the “Blackhawks” brought
to Division infantrymen the fire-
power and mobility of tanks and
armored personnel carriers. Since
then, “Blackhawk” tracks have over-
come the treacherous jungle and

dealt fatal blows to the enemy in
ADRON every encounter.
[ ] 9 Operating from Firebase Black-

hawk: east of Camp Enari, the 2/1st

tracks patrol large segments of the
( : A‘ ] AI R Y vital lifeline which is Highway 19,
insuring that its treacherous curves

and vulnerable bridges remain open
for supply and troop movements.

In addition to their extensive
combat operations, the “Black-
hawks” conduct an impressive civic
action program. Neighboring Mon-
tagnard villagers have often seen
the cavalrymen extend their friend-
ship by providing tracked mobility
and protection, education, construc-
tion and medical aid.

An APC’s .50 speaks into the night

PLEIKU m AN KHE

Rumbling toward Blackhawk

Tanks pull security
on Highway 19 bridges
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Shock and Mobility in the Highlands

The 1st Battalion, 69th Armor is
one of two armor battalions in Viet-
nam. Arriving in January. of ‘1966,
the “Black Panthers” were attached
to the 3rd Bfitade of the 25th In-
fantry Division.

When the 3rd Brigade moved to.
Ploiky to join the Famous Fourth -
“ Sion, the tankers .came along.
er operating with the 4th Divi-
sion for nearly a year, the .1/69th
officially became  a part of the
Central Highlands team in August
of 1967.

Missions of the armor in the
Highlands include search and de-
stroy, road clearance and securify,
convoy security, direct and indirect
fire support of infantry units, per-
imeter defense and mobile reaction
force.

The Ist Battalion, 69th Armor
has amassed an impressive record

in combat actions; to the enemy’s
dismay, the “Black Panthers” have
become an integral part of the over-
all military posture in the Central
Highlands.

Inherent armor shock and mobil-
ity have also contributed to the civil
affairs program in 4th Division
country. On several occasions, the
“Black Panthers” have used their
vehicles to aid Montagnard villag-
ers in cattle drives and roundups.

In action near Ben Het during
the 1969 offensive, the 1/69th
demolished an enemy PT 76 tank
and appropriately decorated it.




7TH SQUADRON,
17TH CAVALRY

“Bringing Smoke”
on the Ground

and in the Air

The 7th Squadron, 17th
Cavalry became OPCON
to the 4th Division in Oc-
tober of 1967, adding an
impressive air cavalry cap-.
ability that has proven ex-
tremely effective in jungle
warfare.

Each of three air troops
of “Ruthless Riders” em-
ploys light observation heli-
copters (LOH6s) for ex-
tensive  aerial  scouting.
Once they have located the enemy,
the LOH pilots call for their big
brothers—the heavily-armed Cobra
gunships—which engage the enemy
with their snarling rockets and
miniguns. The aero-riflé platoon
may be inserted by the troop’s
inherent lift “Slick” helicopters to
add still another dimension to the
vicious Cav attack.

Also on the ground, a troop of
wheeled vehicles sporting machine-
guns, recoilless rifles and mortars
prowls the jungles, flushing out the
enemy as birddogs do quail.

Traversing the Central High-

On patrol with lands to provide even more teeth

Delta Troop to the 4th Division attack, the 7/
17th troopers are a welcome sight
to infantrymen. Their® versatility
lends itself perfectly to the many
faces of jungle warfare.

LOHG6 scout ships seek the
enemy in nearly any terrain




Every soldier in the 4th Infantry
Division realizes the tactical sig-
nificance of artillery support: the
“Redleg” 1s literally worth- his
weight in spent brass.

Division fighting men capitalize
on the great tactical advantage of
having fast and accurate fire sup-
port available at any time day or

night. A call to Division Artillery
(DIVARTY)— the Famous Fourth’s
organic  artillery .unit—promptly
rains  destructive * steel on the
enemy. )

DIVARTY is composed of three
battalions of 105mm towed howitz-
ers and one composite battalion of
155mm and 8-inch howitzers. The
6th Battalion, 29th Artillery is in

i direct support of the 1st Brigade;

the 4th Battalion, 42nd Artillery is
in direct support of the 2nd
Brigade; the 2nd Battalion, 9th
Artillery is in direct support of the
3rd Brigade; and the 5th Battalion,
16th Artillery is in general support
of the Division.

Supporting fire is also available
from elements of the 52nd Artillery
Group, which provide general sup-
port reinforcement to  certain
DIVARTY units.

The value of artillery has been
considerably increased by the heli-
copter. “Chinooks” and  “Cranes”
supply the power to airlift artillery
to forward firebases and- LOHG6s
from the DIVARTY Avidtion Sec-
tion are used for aerial ofservation
and fire control. Infantry units in
the most remote jungle areas of the
Central Highlands can thus count
on immediate “Redleg” support.

The - “King of Battle” lends

Lugging shells

Far-Reaching
Frrepower

o&nstant Call

DIVISION
ARTILLERY

demoralizing and devastating fire-
power to infantry umits. Screaming
artillery rounds are a major factor
in. quelling enemy ' offensives and
defeating NVA forces.

Duster
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