
prr <,t .'-\ 3rd .. Bde.~ - -,~·25th, · Infantry\ 
DUC PHO-On May JO the 3rd Bde., 25th Inf. Div .. com~leted provincial headquarters seizing NVA weapons, ammunition, flags, . 

its 365th consecutive day of -combat operations. hospital idministrative . upplies and large amounts of documents f 
In 12 months the Bropco Bde., which has · tl,te motto· "None that proved highly nsef intelligence sources. 

Better," has never left the field of combat. In 'February, the Bde . . Task Force attacked north and 
They have sloshed through rice paddies, climbed forested, (}peration "Pershing" an, a continuance of the same programs 

precipitous mountains: waded rivers -and endured. torrential rain, . ., -in anoJJ}er .more vital, ore strongly VC~eld area. Especially in 
m~uitoes, rotor•blasted· dust, monsoon . mud and; Unbearable 'beat' _;. t ~th~ C~nt:·tv~lley, a .are~ rich ifi h ice a~d sal~ the enemy 
over the past 52· weeg._"' . . ' . ~/· i . . ' '. ,_ -"""°as reluctant to. leave. . e attacked in· ~battalion ~ngth at the 

Since MaY,. 10, fila;• theY. . have ~pated Jn tit battaliori;.'" - , VUJ8ge of Hoa Tan, . scurriecf' mto ~the mountains the ne¥t 
~; ~d U. 6tig8de7~· .uia'!1ts . . :t'!tei)!,a~e fO\Jght th'~ ' N~rth "'.,' ;.:!OO~Qg Jea'vfng 81 dea ~m~~~~/iwmel'OUS ~chine gqns.,antii~ .·' , 

· V1etnamese,"'Afrny-. and 'the, Viet Cong-in seven1'differe.Jlt operations . .taqk· roekel ' launchel'.s ' d. ri(les .bebin~ · . " • . .,, · . : ". --~ 
ranging from Kontum.\to~)>arJac. on tbe ' CainbOdian Bord~r. and · 0n Aptil · lit the ade .dnaa$ecf' an"' air -il\d :'' sea lift and,,.,;t. '~ 
fro~ . QUi Nhon· to<l)uc"Pljo oil ~~-_South. ·~ seil. 'ffe-;';. • .,. -"· . ·'<" jump~- deej) into Viet . g territorY . . 'l'hey, laJ)ded .at .Due 'Pho - -

.'·~h ~'(e . ba~ ~in . tJii ~w.amJ?Y;. ·lj~'·:vegeta\ed I~ .. and -~gan~ o~rations_ · edi~.i tp_s :~me «>!!· ~ratioo"/~Le .. _"!: 

:.~~~~~.~. ~~:~~s~!~.0.·~esNO:. r0~~n1;1~~ t:.l u .. e· Th.~'~ ··ci,~~cfing g_ r~ ·~~lii·_~" . Div~~-~ttest~ ~:'t119~}: l 
sams.~. UiebotSouth.Cbiiu).Sell-coast. ·; :· .:; ::· .• ~.--;. _ : .. "Jrd, ~e:11. eff~ctiyeness · ~m~whlcb' readihpart: •• ~-.,,~~ · 

.... '.l'heY. have .• waded ' throuif! . riee paddieS Jrom '. Qui Nhon to _' · - :.r; ·~Through~ the insp ·· · ~eMeisliip~ o its officers ancJ. · ilon'; . 
Due ~o and r~tedly seafch.ed caves l!t-lJ!e:> iiionntains, sniper :~ cbinmissioned · ~fficers,' d •th!~ ~sol(lte determination -:. i»f~ US' ':· 
hol!!S· and trenche~ .in. the !illages ·along. _the w~y ~· -, , :' . • 4 

.;; .,.courageou~ so!!fiers, th&. d Bde.,.~ ... I>iv. l!as_ received ~~h . 
'-"lJefote Operation '-'.Baker" - began .on. April 22, the Bronco ' ,Jlo{!notmally a~arded " 0of-.thiS ~~ and has clearly mente<f 

Bde> .. ~d iid, Vietnam of 2195 ._North Vietnamese Army regular~ ttte.~:~ntion of. its m . 'Noiiti'".Better'." . ' ·' . ' 
an~·.,.Viet Cong~_by: ·COJlfirii\ed body c:o~nti • and · ~aptured • 14:37 ~f · '. ~tm:en ·Operation . ker;· .. ;yDrigade is now part ... _qf'.! lh~ " 
tbeir,weapops-for one of·thi 'best weapon-to-~dy- count records 10 multi•bnga~e Task Fo regon. ~~ , ,,, · , :._' "• ·. • 
Vi~tilaIP: Since the beginning of:..,_Operation JJa.ker they have added ~ 'f.his brigade of th th Inf. · ),>iv~ is' unique in Yretn~:-: If 
anothef -·. 23( enemy killed . in ,aC~OI} !O .. tbei_r.:!Ir~apy;·· impressive io.uglit as .• 9;' sep.~ate de_ under , the ope~ati~nal -~ -of I 
r:ecord, · . , - .. , . , : ·:;. ~ r .i. " • • • • • .Field. Forces, the 4th Div .; i'~ Cav. Div. _{ll~,;" ~ -Force 

-. From May •to October-except for ~ree week period m ,. Oregon but. never und e 25tht,Div. - • 'I-· 

August-'they were~ the (inly U.S. force bleen five North Viet: ·' \<<Jts ~overall reenlist t ·rate ,.f:· 54 'per cent :f.or April tops 
namese 'Army regiments and their objectiv. around Pleiku. They ~any other in" Vietnam. .· from'. 'lanuary thru At>rll. ·.100 per cent 
made numerous contacts with enemy uni of battallim size or ' of th!! -Bde.'-s Regular ~ ;y p~Onnel eligibl,e ~.fo.r reenlistment 
larger in that four .month period of "Paul Ri. ere," each. time send- ha,v~·,r.eenlisJed and stay .. · n Vietnam to fight wi,th the unit. 
ing the NVA scurrying west to escape. ~ - _ Throughout the preffou ' operations in which the 3rd Bde. Task 

In October, while still on Revere, the brf .. de displaced north to Force !ias.· participated 'O·! .. '. the past 'year; they have maintained 
Plei Djereng where the NVA were reported . o be massing in the one of· the best enemy,t friendly Joss ratios of any unit in 
mountains. Five times the brigade made" · contact with enemy Vietnam: .t1- ~ . 

· battalions. Twice they overran NVA l' • ·mental basecamps, COL -James G. Shif;italan, the brigade commander , and a 
earning the highest weapons captured cou 1 to confirmed body veteFan of three wars, ,VM!: was with the ~5th Div . as a platoon 
count "recorded as of that time. .; "-.· leader and a company ·eonfmander during{World War II, and a 

Two hundred and thirty days and 1466 ~ad NVA later Paul battalion commander in 'ulefKoreari War, believes the last year has 
Revere came to a close, concluding the longest single opetation in been ·a profitable one IOii'l:iis brigade. · 
U.S. Army history. · · · ~· "We've fought and -- ' ated the ·enemy throughout the high-

··'•The bngade started the new year in a pew area of operation. lands and for 150 mile ng the.~ South China Sea. I think the 
,;i Without returning to basecamp for a reat or standdbwn, the situation ha$ vastly int ed, ~ally because of the brigade's 

S~Pde. ,,of the_. "Tropic, Lightning" Div. moved over 100 miles on gallant efforts. We h, r-0v.:! to~ ourselves everyday for the 
~a~ 19 arid 1 to Phil Cat leaving one ,:hat~ali,on still fighting last 3,65 f,JJat we can t 'th~11 my .in battle and it appears 
~-!cl:' .~'P1:"v1JJ<'~~--"1'!el!- . the brigadl" A~ Jhr:~~· Cav . .!>!~- · w! , D!.a.Y be convincing_ ·of . fac.t alro. · .. /• 
,~~ob~e) om. Qpe:a~on . : 'Thayer II'~ "~ fop:e~~e NVA -out , "'V1etnaII_l ·has be 1~00 !., ~·~_i.he . ~A. The eni:my seems . 

·· ciif: l.Jle ncb coas~ n.cel~ds. -.. ·..-; . ~· ·· ··":" ·. . .• to be~ f.i:gbttng_ a re de .. on. with an occasional well 
'~~'1'. .:fSJ'. . oo~,,~p-oling'· they . si.tffic;sently .. ~i;!a~ the ·;Y.iet · planned but_ desperate _mpt gain lost ~onti:o) .. . 

,.~~·so :Uult.r.:'Jbe enemy . .thad to locut ~his . ;ffO,ft,:., ... . staymg •<....,.- ~. ~'T,Jle job bas just .the threat 1s <lirilinisbed . . The 
alfie. flt';l'he ·~ !~~the offensive a~ oi>erati® ·~krio.rilted.°" , ~e ~~ed aiKI the · ' r·the questior{, 'Will South ·Viet-

.. 1;_ ~~ a@\f~ ~CO,.~~ loc~~ Comm,~:·.Binb,. Dll,,ili 1 ~~ ·~~~?~. but rath . .iS, 'When?'": 
_ .. ~ ... -~ 
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eye on Operation "Pershing" in an area . where 81 NVA 
(Photo by PFC Robert Metz) 

COMIN' DOWN-A Vietnamese youngster picks a coconut for hi~ buddy 
in the recon platoon, 1st Bn., 35th Inf. The two became friends during 
Operation "Pershing" when the men were near Van Thiet. 


