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j~.~\~µ1.10,gle} $aves _TrQpper, 
'.IZ •• -,, .. E, . . V.C t S ·-D 
~~-~i ,.~rqmi ~ .. .; t , , _ 9 ;,, : ~ou h ~ = .p .. ~ __ >-"~ 

\¥!'. :'A"lfcllt<t~:. 4th'Trir~-Div: lroo~Y iiio'Unds '«ir din · iflst~a:a.:. -· · . .> ~· 
·. · ~t "on tlie outside looking in" The seven m~p with H~~s 

, ~ .~:;.:::w~~tne 272!Jd MainnForceaVC>• tlie..YD1ini'i1'1\ . ~ot' ~~urlai?ct '.~~re'. · 
·~;. : .~.Re~m~~t tried to· overrun t~e behind· thick · Jungle cover and 

,.,, ';.".:;'.~ ·btfg~de s. _f~rwa~d ~le~e~t par~c- most of the · Viet ·Cong didii 't 
-¥ .;:.::, i~ting Jn . Operation· Junction bother with them. Capt. Walter 
.\~--'t:~9lty.'' -·· · · · · . Shugart, Co. B commander, com: 
,' ;.~:.-,.~: ':: Sp4 David F. Hodges of Mineral, mented that the enemy was more 
;; F;': 'i Va., was the only man of a 12- interested in overrunning the base . 
~·':-:;'" . " man. patrol !lot killed or injured camp and weren't worried about 

':··.~· during the fierce battle. isolated pockets. · 
~ ~:· · ·',,' · Hodges, ·a member of the 3rd "A whole pile of VC were com­
. .; " Pit., Co. B, ·3rd Bn., 22nd Inf., ing down a trail right at us, but 

' was situated outside the perimeter went to the right or left when 
':. · ... - when "human wave" attacks they got to 011r front. Finally a 
-· · · -:-----started. His platoon immediately guy-I think he was a medic be­

.. ' · took __ casl!alties and the situat!00 caus~ he carried a bag and no 
; , l~ked hopeless as the ~cre~mmg weapon-ran off and brought back 

->:.; yiet Cong came chargmg m. four buddies to take care of.us.'·'. 
. -.. · "Four·«'-the«guy-Sl.old"the r.est ··"'L \ ' < .. · •.~~~""'"If~~ 

of us to get out of there and pull H?<lges was ;..!Jle on~y man ~J>le 
back.'' · Hodges " said qui e tI y. to fight. He rais~d his M·79 gr~-

• "Seven of us tried to move back nade launc~e~, fired one of his 
·: - ' . to the camp's perimeter, but the t~ree remammg .r o u n. d s, and 

· .. ·: firing was real bad and we had ki~~ed the advancmg Viet. Cong. 
·· ·to take cover behind a few ~ven after that th!!Y sbll kE'.pt 

; ... Westy Calls 
. 4th. Piv~ Fight-. 

~- -.~aior Victory 
· :_ ·.' Gen. William C. Westmoreland 

"~· climbed on the hood of the jeep 
. · and ~tared at the men .. of the 3rd 
. Bde.,.4th Jgf:. _Pjy .. ft'lioJust h~urs 

-. before "'"had Jtiiled 635 'Viet Cong 
during an attac\!j con the _brigade's 
fotwaid ' base cam~ during :Oper­
ation "Junction City." 

"This battle," the general said, 
as he squinted into the harsh sun, 
"is a major v i c t o r y of the 
Vietnam war.'' 

He explained the main reason 
for the gigantic battle and the 
effect it had on the Viet Cong 
morale. 

"I was out of the country at 
~ : the time (the general was visit­

ing President · Johnson on Guam) 
•;,·;;'.land the Viet Cong felt it was a 
f:_ 1-- · good time fo win a large victory 

, ~· ~" and build· up their morale. They 
· wanted · and needed a victory," 

be:.'Said. • · - . .. - .. -

commg down the trail," he said, 
"but they never bothered us.'' 

The battle raged . on for five 
more hours and the patrol mem­
bers sweated it out. They could 
see Viet Cong · getting hit, falling 
baclt for bandages, and charging 
into the camp's perimeter again. 
Hodges could see Viet Cong all 
around him, but still they left 
the stranded Americans alone. · · 
: Friendly artillery, firing _with 

tu!!es lo,weted ii_ for ~ poinf ·blank 
range, tore gigantic holes in the 
.Viet Cong .. ranks. S h r a p n el 
whizzed past the i.votlnded Ameri~ 
cans, but Hodges still remained 
unscathed. -

When reinforcements finally ar­
rived an armored personnel car­
rier from the 2nd Bn., 22nd Inf., 
found the1 Americans and carried 
back the · wounded. 

"I was sure glad to get back." 
Hodges said smiling. The four 
men who volunteered to stay be­
hind to save their buddies .were 
overrun and · killed.· , 

Every man in the forward camp 
was engaged in the fight;:m!lE.Y. .in _ 
vicious hand-to-hand battles. : 

"It's rare," Gen. Westmore~ 
land said as he scanned the 

. battlefield, "that an artilleryman 
· bas to fight like an infantryman, 

• . · but you Dien (the 2nd Bn., 77th 
·;· .... ,~) did an excellent job." 

1/ J 
. ~ . ~-

Volunteers who compose the "McCormick's Raiders, le 
camp for a night patrol in the rubber plantation south of th1 

McCormick's Raiders 

'Clerks, Cooks, Candlestick Mc 
By Sp4 Larry Craig 

' Cooks,' . mechanfos aild clerks 
have taken up arnis., iit Hq. '.l'rp. 
of th.e, 3rd Sqdn., 4th Cay.., 1~ a 
newly formed voluntary organiza­
tion called " McCormick's Raid-
ers.'' 

Knowing their supportive roles 
were essential to the carrying on 
.of the war was not enough to 
keep up their morale under the 
circumstances. In January the 
troop got a new commander who 
gave the-men a tremendous boost 
in spirits. He is Capt. Jchn R. 
McCormick of Corpus Christi , 
Tex. 

He spent the first six months 
of his tour behind a desk , but as 
a professional soldier trained in 
the combat arms, _h~ . felt he 
would be more effective in Viet­
nam in a combat unit, so he vo­
lunteered for reassignment to the 
"Tropic Lightning" division. 

His assignment to headquarters 
troop was not quite what he was 
looking for but he soon found 
that he was not alone in his de­
sire to go where the action is. 

Many of the men 9f the troop had 
originally , yo~ui;iteered to . ,c;~n:i.e .to 
Vietnam hopmg to fight tile Viet 
Cong in the jungles and rice pad­
dies and after six or eight months 
of changing oil, typing disposition 
forms and frying eggs they were 
becoming rather bored. 

Contrary to the ideas of the 
line troopers, they were not "pan­
sies." To prevent the exodus of 
a lot of good men to combat 
units, McCormick came up with 
a compromise that they found to 
their liking. · 

The proposal was to form an 
operational volunteer unit which 
would go on patrols and am­
bushes in relief of the often over­
worked line troops - 25 men 
volunteered. 

For seven •dayS"" stralgtft they 
underwent · intensive training in 
mines, booby traps, anti-guerrilla 
tactics , map Teading, communica­
tions, practice patrols inside the 
perimeter and physical training 
every morning at reveille. All this 
was done in addition to the.ir 
regular duties . 

Two weeks ago they went on 
a daylight rehearsal to an area 

'Cacti Slue' Me 
On Operation · 

The 2nd Bn., 35th Inf., "Cacti 
· Blue,'" under; , the operational con, , 
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