


The .United States formally committed itself to the defense of South 
Vietnam with the signing of the SEATO treaty in 1954 . From that point 
on, American involvement in the fortunes of that small, war-torn coun­
try steadily escalated. 

That same year, President Eisenhower, despite some misgivings, 
be·gan furnishing economic aid and weapons to the ill-fated government 
of Ngo Dinh Diem. 

In 1955, the first American advisers were sent to Vie tnam. 
In 1959, two advisers were killed in a Viet Cong raid on a barracks 

near Saigon, the first American casualties of the war. 

1962 
The general disatisfac· 

tion with the corrupt 
Diem regime encouraged 
the Viet Cong to increase 
its activities arid the year 
was marked by widespread 
terrorism butfew military 
engagements. B y yea r's 
end, American troop 
strength had climbed to 
11,300. 

Col. Anthony J. Tencza 

GARFIELD - Only the will­
ing were in Vietnam in 1962, and 
Col. Anthony J . Tencza, 42, a ca­
reer Army. officer and an expert 
in' guerrilla warfare, was one of 
them. 

Col. Tencza had served in Ko­
rea, receiving a Bronze Star for 
his part in the fighting at Old 
Baldy in 1952. He arrived in 
Vietnam in January 1962 to 
serve as senior adviser to the 
Vietnamese 22nd Division. 

Six . months later, while on a 
supply mission near the Cam­
bodian border, his helicopter 
was hit by Viet Cong ground 
fii-e . It crashed in a jungle, kill­
ing four of the six persons 
aboard . Col. Tencza was one of 
those killed. 

Col. Tencza 's widow and three 
children now live in Virginia. 

1963 
The ·South Vietnamese 

were routed in the battle 
of Ap Bae and riots against 
Diem marked by the pub­
lic . suicides of Buddhists, 
raged throughout the 
country. 

Diem, resisting Ameri­
can demands that he re­
Jorm his gove1nment, was 

•overthrown and assassi.­
nated in a military coup 
approved by the Ameri­
cans. 

Despite the deteriorat· 
ing situation, a Defense 
Department spokesman 
said: ''The corner has defi· 
nitely been turned toward 
victory." 

Lt. Donald Mollicone 

CLOSTER - Both sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. Anthony Mollicone 
chose to ' make the Air Force 
their career. Donald graduated 
from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1960 and, after changing to the 
Air Force, was one of the first 
Afuericans sent to Vietnam. 

Lt. Mollicone, 26, was killed in 
a plane crash near Bien Hoa in 
December, 1963. 

His brother, Maj . Richard Mol­
licone, returned home last Sep­
tember after two tours· of duty in 
Vietnam. 

Mollicone Park in Closter is 
named in honor of Lt. Mollicone. 

1964 
President Johnson, 

maintaining . North Viet· 
namese pat fol boats had 
attacked Ame~ican war­
ships in the Gulf of Ton­
kin, ordered retaliatory 
air attacks against gunboat 
bases in North Vietnam. 

Congress approved the 
Gulf of Tonkin resolu­
tion, effectively giving the 1 

President a free hand in 
conducting the. war. 

By year's end, 23,000 
American troops were in 
the country. 

1965 
Bombing attacks con· 

tinued against the North, 
with sporadic halts to as­
sess peace feelers. Heavy 
bombing was initiated 
against Viet Cong concen· 
trations in the South. 

American troop 
strength was drastically in­
creased, reaching 180,000, 
a.nd Americans began en- · 
gaging Viet Cong units. 

Pfc. Robert J. Betz 

CLIFFSIDE ,PARK - Robert 
Betz was graduated from Don 
Bosco Technical High School in 
Paterson in June 1963, and after 
half a year of. odd jobs, he enlist­
ed in the Army. 

Pfc. Betz, 19, arrived in Viet­
nam in September 1964, and be­
gan sending home souvenirs, 
photographs, and home m9vies. 
In letters to his parents , Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis Betz, he often com­
mented on the beauty of the 
country. . 

In February 1965, three 
months before U.S. troops were 
officially committed to combat, 
he was in his barracks at Qui 
Nhon when the Viet Cong 
launclied a .rocket and mortar at- · 
tack. Pfc. Betz and 19 other sol­
diers were killed in the explo· 
sions. 

Cmdr. James LaHaye 

TENAFLY -- Cmdr. James D. 
LaHaye had flown more than 50 
combat missions during the .Ko­
rean conflict. 

Jn May of 1965, he was com­
mander of a Naval fighter 
squadron in Vietnam. 

During a mission against Vinh 
airfield in North Vietnam his 

. plane was disabled by enemy 
fire. A crewman reported seeing 
the plane crash into the water 
about eight miles from shore. 
The pilot had not ejected, and 
·search crews could find nothing 
but wreckage. 

The flier was 42. His wife and 
three children lived in La Jolla, 
Calif. Cmdr. LaHaye's wife, th!! 
former Gloria Morgan, formerly 
lived in Tenafly. 

Capt. Werner E. Lutz 

FAIRVIEW - Werner Lutz, 
27, the only son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Werner Lutz, put on a Marine of· 
ficer's uniform in 1960 after 
graduating from Jersey City Col­
lege. 

He became a specialist in in­
telligence and was assigned to 
Vfetnam in October 1964. 

In June 1965, his small scout 
plane was shot down while on 
patrol near Da Nang airbase, 
killing Capt. Lutz and another of­
ficer. 

Sgt. Edward J. Kenney 

CLIFFSIDE PARK - A pro­
fessional soldier hardened by 
combat in Korea, Sgt. Edward J . 
Kenney ~was 33 when he arrived 
in Vietnam in November 1964 for 
his second tour of duty. 

As previously, he served as an 
instructor .and an adviser to th.e 
increasingly hard-pressed South 
Vietnamese troops. 

In May 1965 the contingent of 
South Vietnamese to which he 
was attached was attacked by a 
larger Viet Cong force near the 
hamlet of Toi Bin. 

Sgt. Kenney was fighting a de­
laying action when his position 
was overrun. 

He had a Japanese wife he had 
married while in Korea and 
three children. His mother, Flor­
ence, now lives with his brother, 
John, in Old Bridge. 

Capt. William. Nichols Jr. 

RIDGEWOOD - Capt. Wil­
liam W. Nichols Jr., 28, had a 
wife and an 8-month-old son he 
had never seen. He counted the 
days until he could return home. 

Jn October 1965, the unit of 
South Vietnamese he was advis­
ing was ambushed near Phu Ly, 
225 miles north of Saigon. 

Capt. Nichols was dashing 
through Viet Cong fire, organiz­
ing the emplacement of weap­
ons, when he was hit by .a mor­
tar shell. 

Posthumously, he ·received a 
Silver Star. 

Capt. Nichols's parents , Mr. 
and Mrs. William Nichols Sr., 
survived him. 

Pfc. Peter Ruzila Jr. 

PARAMUS-The 1st Infantry 
Division landed in force on the 
southeastern coast of Vietnam in 
October 1965, an,d waited, under 
steady Communist barrage, to 
push inland. 

Pfc. Peter Ruzila . 24, .son of 
Mr. _and Mrs. Peter Ruzila, .was 
among infantrymen awaiting 
their first combat. 

Two weeks after the landing, 
Pfc. Ruiila was killed when a 
truck he was driving along the 
beach ran over a Viet Cong land 
mine. 

Sgt. )ames E. Lofgren 

UPPER SADDLE RIVER -
"If we don't fight Communism 
here, we will have to fight it in 
our backyards," James Lofgren 
said in a smeared, tattered let: 
ter, written in the field in No­
vember 1965. 

A month later, the 26-year-old 
professional soldier, in his sec­
ond hitch in the Army, was lead­
ing his squad on a search-and-

destroy mission _ on a Michelin 
rubber plantation, 35 miles from 
Saigon. The squad fell into a Viet 
Cong ambush. · 

St. Lofgren was hit, but contin­
ued to expose himself to fire 
while giving first aid and trying 
to evacuate his wounded men. 
He and seven other Americans 
died under the fierce fire. 

For his actions, Sgt. Lofgren, 
the son of Mr. and Mrs . Eskel 
Lofgren , was awarded the Silver 
Star. 

He left behind a - wife, Clara., 
and a 2'h-year-old daughter. 

Spec. 4 Joseph La Fas.o 
GARFIELD - Joseph La Fa­

so, son of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
La Faso, had been . named m'Ost 
valuable. ·player on his high 
school 's baseball team in his 
senior year. In August 1965, the 
Army sent him to Vietnam. 

La Faso's mother was in poor 
health when her son went over­
seas . She wrote to President 
Johnson , asking for reassign­
m ent for her son, 23. Her answer 
from Washin gton said Spec. 4 La 
Faso would have to sign a re­
quest form himself. He declined 
to do so. 

Jn November, he was killed at 
La Dran g in what was the called 
the blood iest battle of the \var. 

1966 · 
American troop 

strength reached 389,000 
and the Americans began 
major drives, gradually 
dislodging the Viet Cong 
from traditional strong· 
holds. 

B -.52 ·s began regular 
bombing of the North. By 
the end of the year 6,644 
Americans had been 
killed. 

Capt. John C. St;ickler 

TENAFLY - John C. Strick­
ler was a serious-minded, col­
lege-educated career officer who 
joined the Army during the Cold 
War and stayed on as things be· 
came hotter. 

He was trained as a civil engi­
neer at Cornell. Before he volun­
teered to go to Vietnam he had 
accumulated enough credit~ at 
the University of Vermont to 
qualify for a master's degree in 
economics. 

The degree had to be awarded 
posthumously. On Jan . 20, 1966, 
a sniper killed the 30-year-old 
captain as he inspected an engi­
neering project in Saigon Har­
bor. 

Strickler was also awarded the 
Bronze Star. "He was always a 
leader," his wife said. 



1966 

Pvt. William R. McKim 
CRESSKILL - William "R. 

l\lckim"left high sch9ol early af­
ter his sophomore year, to join 
the Army. He was sent to Viet­
nam for a year . 

He sent letters to his par.ents, 
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Mc­
Kim, in which he considered the 

· pros and cons of U.S. involve­
ment there. He shared both sides 
of the question, his parents said 
without making a philosophical 
deci.o;ion. 

In September 1965, he was 
part of the first wave of Ameri­
cans to land at Qui Nhon. In 
February, on a routine search­
and-destroy miss ion. the 18-year­
old McKim was wounded fatally 
when he stepped on a mine. 

Four months later, his class 
graduated from high school. 

Pfc. Richard F. Nugent 

WESTWOOD - Pfc. R ichard 
Nugent, 19, returned to Vietna m 
for. the second time in Septem­
ber 1965, and joined in the fierce, 
running fights between small 
contingents of Marines and Viet 
Cong. 

He was an enthusiastic soldier, 
having quit high school in his 
junior year to enlist. 

In February_ 1966, Pfc . Nu­
gent's company was pinned 
down by a Communist machine 

·gun in Thua Thien Province. Nu­
gent and two fellow Marines at­
tempted to dash over 70 yards of 
open ground to i;:et the gun. 

P{c. Nugent was hit by a g ren­
ade, and• the wounds la te r 
proved mortal. The distracted 
enemy m achine gun crew was 
eliminated. For his actions, Pfc. 
Nugent was awarded a Bronze 
Star . 

His mother , Mrs. Madeline Nu­
gent, survived him. 

Sgt. David Shields 

EAST RUTHERFORD - Dav­
.id Shields .arrived in America 
from Scotlapd in 1962 and , with 
a desire t-0 serve his adopted 
country, he enlisted in the Mar-

· ines. 
" It was David who first spoke 

·up· when his sister (Mrs. Mar­
ga ret Steen of Kearny) wrote us 
to join her in America. He· said 
we sh<RJ!d come," his father, Jo­
seph Sluelds, remembered. 
· . Sgt. Shields was with the 
troops sent to quell a rebellion in 
the .Pominican Republic in 1965, 

and UPoD his return volunteered 
to go to Vietnam. 

In March 1966, after seven 
months in Vietnam, Sgt. Shields, 
ZT, was killed in action. 

Pfc. Patrick Brems 

MAHWAH - The ambition of 
Patrick Brems, 19, was to be­
come a Green Beret. He volun­
teered for 13 months in ·vietnam. 
. He was on guard duty outside 
an Army officer billet in Saigon 
in April 1966, when a Viet Cong 
terrorist tossed a bomb into the 
building, killing Pvt. Brems and 
one other soldier. 

Pvt. Brems ' parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hubert Brems, survived 
him. 

Pvt. David D. Higdon Jr. 

GLEN ROCK - Pvt. David 
Higdon, 22, was known for giving 
everything he had as a football 
player a t Glen Rock High 
School. In the Army, he sought 
to become a member of t he 
Green Berets. 

He suffered a series of s et­
backs, breaking a leg in training 

· and.then, joining his unit in Viet­
nam, being told he couldn't qual­
.ify because of his injury. 

He was reassigned to the 1st 
fofantry Division. In Apr il 1966 
he was killed by a Viet Cong boo-
by trap. . 

Pvt. Higdon's parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. David Higdon, survived 
him. 

Pfc. James A. Taylor 

HACKENSACK When 
J ames A. Taylor, 25, was classi­
fied 1-A by his draft board in 
F ebruary 1964, he lost his job as 
a heating technician for a firm 
in Englewood, where he was liv­
ing with his wife, Lydia. 

The couple moved to Hacken­
sack. Taylor did odd jobs and be­
gan taking a business course by 
mail until he · was drafted 'in 
June. 
. Mrs . Taylor moved in with 

. friends and waited for her hus­
band, who was due to return in 

· time to celebrate their third 
wedding anniversary in May 
1966. 

Pfc . Taylor was on patrol in 
April when he was killed by a 
sniper 's bullet . 

Pfc .Douglas E. Weiss 
RAMSEY - "He was the last 

or his family," said his aunt. 
"He wanted to be a soldier." 

Doug1as Weiss was 11· when he 
joined the Army, .18 when his 
parents both died of heart at­
tacks within seven months , and 
19 when he was killed in Viet­
nam on May 6, 1966. 

He was to have been dis­
charged a month later . Weiss 
had moved to Homes tead , Fla ., 
to live with an uncle after his 
parents died. 

Capt. William Davis 

DEMAREST - Before he left 
home to fly born bing missions in 
Vietnam William Davis had a re­
quest for his mother, Mrs . Eu­
gene Smith: If he were killed, he 
wished to be buried at the Air 
Force Academy, where he ' had 
been a member of the first grad-

- uating class .in 1959. 
Capt. Davis, 3!J, was returning 

from a mission in September 
1966 when the jet of which he 
was copilot and navigator 
crashed in the jungle . 

His wish was honored. Late-r 
that year, he was buried at the 
Air Force Aca demy chapel. 

Capt. Davis left a wife, Linda, 
and a 15-month-old daughter . 

Lt. Clement Stevenson Jr. 

RIDGEWOOD - Lt. Clement 
0 . Stevenson Jr. joined the Navy 
to do what he liked best - fly. 

Stevenson , 24, was copilot of a 
C130 Hercules t ransport plane 
that crashed in J une 1966 nea r 
Cam Ranh Bay. The crew and 
six passengers were killed. 

Stevenson 's parents , Mr. and 
Mrs. Clement 0 . Steve'nson Sr. 
survived him. . ' 

WO Erich R. Nordman 

FAIRVIEW - Erich R . Nord­
man liked to be around helicop­
ters. Before joining the Army in 

1961, he had worked on them as 
a mechanic. 

After five years in the service, . 
he had become a helicopter pilot. 
He had signed up for an addi­
tional six years and was sched­
uled to return to the United 
States to teach other s to fly. 

The 23-year-old warrant offi­
cer _.:. the son or Mrs. Elizabeth 
Nordman - was assigned to 
shuttle troops to the front. 

In August 1966, on a routine 
flight, his helicopter was caught 
in a storm and crashed near Plei 
Ku. 

Cpl. Daniel E. Morris 

NORTH ARLINGTON - Dan­
iel Morris shared homemade piz· 
zas with his fellow Marines at 
Da Nang. 

His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Earl E. Morris , mailed him ·the 
pies, made ' from a family recipe 
that kept them fresh for eight 
weeks . The Morrises and their 
air-mail pizzas had been fea­
tured on television and they 
treasured the thank:you letters 
from their son's buddies . 

Daniel Morris, 19, arrived in 
Vietnam on Easter Sunday 1966. 
He was to have been there a 
year. In August, he died froni 
chest wounds he received in a 
battle near Da Nang. 

Pvt. Thomas R. Kyle Jr. 

PARK RIDGE - In January 
1966, Thomas R . Kyle Jr., 19, re­
ceived his draft notice. He decid­
ed to enlist in the Marines. He -
told his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas R . Kyle, that ·he would 
finish college when his duty was 
completed. · 

After completing training, he 
was sent to Vietnam . During his 
six weeks there, Kyle sent his 
parents three lette rs full or opti­
mism. But a fourth message, r e­
ceived in August, was a tele­
gram from the P entagon. 

It said Pvt. Kyle had died of 
head wounds received while on 
patrol near Da. Nang. 

Sgt. Roy Hutting 
EM,ERSON - Ninteen-year ­

old Sgt . Roy Hutting had seen 
Vietnam ser vice when he came 
home to his stepsister , Mrs. 
Frank Gartiser, in 1965. for 
Christmas leave. . 

The visit was to have lasted a 
month ; but after 10 days, he was 
ordered back to the war zone. 

The following September, with 
five months remaining in his vol· 
untary Army service , Hutting 
was riding through the jungle in 
a personnel carrier. 

The vehiCle hit a land mine, 
killing Hutting instantly. 

Pfc. Charles P. Ellis 
ORADELL - In the summer 

of 1966, Charles P. Ellis's aunt 
sent him a package ~f candy and 
cake. He distributed the treats to 
children in an orphanage near 
his Marine camp at Da Nang. ·He 
had · made friends with the 
youngsters, and had asked his 
parents to send his -camera so 
that he could photograph them. 

He was one of 10 children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ellis. 

In Pfc. Eilis's last letter home 
he said members of his unit 
were probing ·for the enemy . 

In September 1966, he- was 
killed by a Viet Cong bullet. 

Pfc. Robert C. Hauser 

FAIR LAWN - Robert C. 
Hauser, 21, was a young man 
who liked hunting. He knew the 
dangers of firearms before he 
was drafted in September 1965: 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Hauser, he was sent to the war 
zone in August. 

While ·on a patrol, his field 
commander heard a noise in the 
brush. The confused commander 
turned and fired, killing Pfc. 
Hauser. 

Pfc. Patrick Camph~ll 

1'' AIR LAWN - Ma rine P fc. 
Patrick Campbell , 19, was anx­
ious to do what he considered 
was his part in the war. He had 
said in a letter to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Campbell, 
that there wasn't enough· action 
at his outpost. 

He had enlisted in April 1966. 
In October, he was wounded by 
a gunshot in the stomach during 
action in Quang Tri Province. 

To provide proper medical 
care, he was · scheduled to be 
eva-cuated to Clarke Air Force 
Base in Manila. While his trans­
portation was being arranged, 
Pfc. Campbell died. 

Cpl. G. Smyrychynski 

MONTVALE - A sniper's bul· 
let killed George Smyrychynski 
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1966 
near 'Da Nang. The 23-year-old 
Marine was on a combat mission 
'When .he died. 

He was a 1960 grad uate of Pas­
cack Valley High School and had . 
joined the service that August. 
He died in October 1966. 

He was one of eight children of · 
Mr. and Mrs. James Smyrychyn­
ski. 

L.t. Thomas J. Holden 

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS-Lt. 
Thomas J. Holden's most nota­
·ble trait was aggressiveness. in 
high s·chool, his tWo major goais 
were to play good football and 
enter the Naval Academy. 

He made it on both counts and 
played for the academy in the 
1963 Cotton Bowl game. · 
. His father, Thomas N. Holden, 
had moved to Englewood by the 
time the 2S-year-0ld Marine was 
sent to Vietnam in January 1966. 
Lt. Holden's service there won 
him two Silver Stars - one for 
ta)cing charge when his com­
mander was wounded in battle. 

In October, he was leading a 
patrol against guerrillas near Da 
Nang. At the head of his group, 
he became the target of a Viet 
~ong ~hotgun. 

Pfc. Anthony J. Gadda Jr. 

EAST RUTHERFORD-An­
thony J. Gadda Jr., 20, wanted 
to enlist in the Air Force when 
he was graduated from high· 
school in 1965. But he changed 
his plans when his mother, 
Mrs. Anthony J . Gadda . Sr., 
broke her leg falling down 
stairs. 

Young Gadda was spending 
most of his time nursing his· 
mother back to health when 
his draft notice arrived. In· 
order to choose his own train­
ing, he enlisted in the Army in 
February 1\)66. 

He was assigned to Vietnam 
in November, as a helicopter 
mechanic for a medical battal­
ion. 

On his tenth day in Asia, he 
was killed in the crash of the' 
plane in which he was a pas· 
senger. · 

I • .~ 

THE RECORD, MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 1973 

Pfc. Michael Macarell 
HA,SBROUCK HEIGHTS -:- ln 

Jiis letters home, Pfc. Michael­
Macarell , 20, never hinted at any 
doubt that he would return from. 
the war. He had become en­
gaged to Betty Ste le, a local. 
girl, before being drafted in Sep­
tember 1965. 

,The son of Joseph Macarell, 
he had just finished studying re-· 
frigeration mechanics when he 
received his induction notice . 

Pfc. Macarell, an Army rifle­
man, was reported missing in 
action in November 1966 ·after a 
fight near the Cambodian bor­
der. His body was found the fol. 
lowir;ig day. 

Pfc. Robert P. Gandil 
HACKENSACK - Two weeks 

before Christmas 1966, employes 
at the Hackensack post office 
mailed a Christmas card with 
100 signatures to Robert Gandil, 
a former coworker, who wa.s sta-
Honed .near ·oakang. . . 

It was returned, un.delivered . 
.Marine Pfc . · Gandil , 23, the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Re­
chner; was killed by enemy rifle 
fire on: Dec. 17 . . 

He was survived by his wife, 
Karen. 

Francis J. Campeau, 

Electrician's Mate 3 
BERGENFIELD - Francis J. 

Campeau, 22, liked to be near 
the water. He loved to swim and 
taught swim ming for the local 
Police Athletic League and the 
YMCA in Hackensack. 

In September· 1965, he joined 
the Navy, hoping to go to sea. 
The following June, he was as.­
signed to the carrier Forrestal. 
Tti.e ship reached Vietnam a 
~onth later. 

The carrier had been in the 
Gulf of Tonkin a week when an 
explosion on board turned it into 
what was described as an infer­
no, More than 130 lives were 
lost. 

In early August, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Campeau were . notified 
that their son, first listed as 
missing, had died in t he blaze . 

Pfc. Howard Goldberg 
SADDLE BOOK - When How­

ard S. Goldberg went into the 
Army, he told his parents, Mr. 
and' Mrs. Samuel Goldberg, not 
to worry. Everything ·would be 
all right, the 20-year-cild soldier 
'promised them. 

In 1966, there was a two-day 
Christmas truce in Vietnam. The 
.day after the truce, the North 
Vietnamese attacked ' An Khe on 
the central coast, 280 miles 
·northeast of Saigon. 

On their wedding anniversary 
in late December; the Goldbergs 
.'f'eceived a letter "from their son, 
·wishing them a happy day. The 
·~ollowing day, they receiud a 
telegram from Washington, tell­
ing them he had been killed in 
the An Khe attack. · 

1967 
Bombing of the North 

continued and American 
troop strength jumped to 
525, 000. Nguyen Van 

. Thieu was · elected presi· 
dent, slightly stabilizing 
the government. 

The Communists con· 
tinued to be pushed out of 

·many of their strongpoints 
and despite growing op· 
positi'on to · the war in the 
United Staies, the military 
outlook seemed fairly . 
bright. 

Lt. Edwin S. Brague Jr; .. 

RIDGEWOOD - Barbara 
Brague described the military 
duti es of her husband, a 23-year­
old helicopter pilot: 

" He flew almost every day to 
transport men, supplies, and 
pick up the wounded." 

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed­
win S. Brague, he had-been mar­
ried a little more than a year 
when he was assigned to Viet­
nam in late 1966. 

He was killed in January 1967, 
while flying support for the in­
fantry in Kontum , in the Central 
Highlands. The Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Legion of Mer­
it, and the Afr Medal were 
awarded posthumously to Lt. 
Brague. 

Cpl. Thomas R. Snaith 

RIVER EDGE - Thomas 
Snaith, 23, was on his way to a' 
relatively safe training assign­
ment after eight months of com .. 
bat. But the Vietnamese people 
drew him back. 

" From babies to old people,. 
they ate stooping year round to' 
get a rice crop, and then the' 
V.C. take it away from them," 
he said in a tape recording to his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Snaith. 

While waiting for transporta­
tion, Cpl. Snaith volunteered to 
work in remote villages .-

In January 1967, while working 
with Vietnamese civilians near 
Phu Bai, he was shot to death by 
a Viet Cong sniper. 

Spec.-4 Timothy Daly 

EDGEWATER -Timothy Da­
ly grew up in County Limerick, 
Ireland. When he was 18, he 
came to the United · States, join· 
ing his uncle, William Daly, in 
Edgewater. 

In February 1967 he had been 
in this country three years and 
married to his wife, Donna, six 
months. 

but the young couple could not 
celebrate together. Daly was in 
Vietnam. 

The soldier, carrying a shot­
gun, jumped off "a truck. The 
butt of his gun hit the ground, 
and it fired. Miles away from the 
nearest battle, ·Spec. 4 Daly, 21, 
·was killed. 

Spec. 4 Richard Wood 

DUMbNT - Richard A. Wood 
was working in a bank when he 
was drafted in 1965. He was sent 
to Vietnam the followin'g year .. 

In February 1967, he was 
killed by enemy fire while oo pa­
trol along the South Vietnam­
Ca~bodia border. 

Spec. 4 Wood's mother, Mrs. 
Evelyn W. Hamilton, survived 
him. 

Pfc. Vincent W €ledo 
GARFIELD - Vincent J . Wee­

do Jt. entered the Army in April 
1966 and was killed in Vietnam 
in January 1967. 

He was born in Hackensack, 
but lived most of his 20 years in 
Garfield, where he was a mem­
ber of th·e 1961 high school foot­
ball team. 

Lt. Aian H. Zimmerman 
MIDLAND PARK - Lt. Alan 

Zimmerman, 23, was a student. 
In college, he enrolled in the 
ROTC program and earned a de­
gree in entomology (the study of 
insects). 

In the Army, he studied. medi­
cal Held service and learned to 
pilot a helicopter. 

In January 1967, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roland Zimmerman 
married Margaret Williams, a 
former high school classmate. 

The following. month he was: 
sent to Vietnam. He was there 
two days when he died in the 
·er.ash of a helfcopter he was pi· 
loting. · 

Pfc. Richard Boltz 

RIDGEFIELD PARK: - One 
of the last letters written by Pfc.· 
Richard L. Boltz, 21, was to his 
aunt. In it , he apologized that the 
paper was torn and dirty, the re­
sult of a mortar sheil exploding 
nea·r his foxhol e. 

He had .been drafted in 1965. 
He was on a search-and-destroy 
mission near Saigon in February 
1967. As his Army infantry _pla­
toon moved through the jungle, 
it encountered Viet Cong fire, 
which killed Pfc. Boltz. 

He was the son of Raymond 
Boltz. 

Sgt. Thomas Danbo 
LO~I-Thomas Danbo and his 

wife, . Judith, had lived in. their 
Clifton apartm~nt for three , 
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weeks before~the young husband 
was drafted i'nto the Army. 

In Ma rch 1967. as the 21-year­
old sergeant was completing a 
nine-month tour of combat-duty, 
he boarded a helicopter that was 
to take him into battle.· But he 
never reached the scene of the 
fi ghting. · 

When he left the helicopter, he 
stepped on a min.e. He died in­
stantly. 

Cpl. Thomas Mallon 

PARK RIDGE - At 17, Thom­
as J . Mallon passed up college to 
enlist in the Marines . Three 
years later, in March 1967, he 
was killed in an explosion near · 
the demilitarized zone. Cpl. Mal­
lon had spent 10 months in Viet­
nam. He was survived by his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
iD . Mallon. 

Cpl. Peter E. Millar 

PARAMUS - Peter E. Millar 
and his parents Mr. and . Mrs. 
Kevin Millar moved from Para­
mus to Roxbury, N.Y. in 1966, 
P eter had joined the Marines 
and risen lo the rank of corpo­
ral. In May 1967 Cpl. Millar, 19, 
was killed in action in Vietnam. 

Lt. Robert Carovillano 

RUTHERFORD Robert 
Carovillano had been a second 
lieutenant 10 months, in Vietnam 
two .months, when he was killed 

in the Mekong Delta in March 
1967. . 

Arr artillery officer, he was 20. 
Afte r graduating from Ruther­

ford High School and spending a 
year at Montclair State College, 
Carovilla no enlisted in the Army 
and went to Offi cer Candidate 
School at Fort Sill, Okla ., where 
he spent 23 weeks learning to 
command a field artillery unit. 

His parents a re Mr. and Mrs. 
J ames R . Carovillano. 

Pfc. Rockwell S. Herron 

HA WORTH - The 3,000-man 
173rd Airborne Brigade was the 
elite or American units. 

When Rockwell Herron, 19, 
was assigned to the casualty-rid­
den brigade in February 1967, 
his parents- Mr. and Mrs. Rob­
ert Herron - prepared them· 
selves for the worst. 

Just days after his arrival in 
Vietnam, Pfc. Herron was en­
gaged in Operation Junction Ci­
ty, a major, 83-day effort to .Push 
the Viet Cong out or strongholds 
northwest of Saigon. 

In March 1967, after a month 
of heavy fighting, Pfc. Herron 
was killed in a clash wilh a Viet 
Cong unit. 

Lt. Joseph D. Adrian 

RIVER 'EDGE - Lt. Joseph 
D. Adrian , 24, had talked. a bout 
pursuing an engineering career 
after being discharged from the 
Air Force. But, as his priest 
remembered, he was in no hurry 
to end his military career. 

The son or Mr. and Mrs. Jo­
seph L. Adrian, he had volun­
teered for duty in Vietnam . In 
December 1966, he was in the 
first group of combat pilots to 
operate from the new Tuy Hoa 
Air Base on the South Chin_a Sea 
coast, 235 miles northeast of Sai­
gon. 

Early in March 1967, he was 
listed as m.issing when his F-100 
Supet: Sabre fighter-bomber did 
not return to the base. Three 
weeks later, the Air Force de­
clared him killed in action. I.t. 

Adrian's plane and his body 
were nev~r found. 

Pfc. Joseph DeJessa 

LYNDHURST - The last let­
ter Mr. and Mrs. Joseph DeJes­
sa received from their Marine 
son contained a request for pho­
tographs or his two sisters in 
their Easter outfits. The request 
was never filled . 

The 19-year-old Joseph DeJes­
sa, who hoped to become a me­
chanic, had enlisted during his 
senior year in high school and 
entered the Marine Corps after 
graduation. 

In March 1967, he was wound­
ed by a mortar blast in a drive 
in Quang Tri PrQvince. He died 
a few days later, on the first an· 
niversary or his enlistment. 

Capt. William Sipos 
GARFIELD - William G. Si­

pos. was an excellent student and 
a star football player at Pope 
Pius XII High School in Passaic 
and at West Point. 

At 25, he was ari Air Force pi· 
lot. He died in April 1967 when 
pis plan~ was shot down. 

Capt. Sipos had earned his 
varsity letter at the Academy in 
baseball and football and was 
the Army's star defensive back 
while there. He was also a com­
mander of 102 cadets . 

He was survived by his wife , 
and his infant daughter, and· his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. 
Sipos. 

Spec. 4 RaymQnd A. Renz 
LODI - Spec. 4 Raymond A. 

Renz and the former Carol Man· 
cuso were married July 29, 1966, 
five months before he was 
shipped to ~etnam . 

Renz, a 1964 graduate or Haw­
thorne High School, fought with 
the 199th Infantry Brigade until 
June 2. 1967. His wife was noti· 
fled the next day that he was 
killed when he. stepped into an 
enemy booby trap. He was 20. 

Pfc. Reginald Flack 

FORT LEE- From Vietnam , 
Marine Pfc. Reginald Flack, 20, 
wrote a letter every day to his 
girl friend in Fort Lee. They 
were to have become engaged 
when he returned home from 
service. 

Drafted into the Marine Corps 
in March 1966, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs . Herbert Flack was 
sent to the Philippines at Christ• 
mas time to learn the techniques 
of amphibious assault. Then he 
went to Vietnam. 

Mail from the war zone was ir­
regular. On a day in May 1967, 
his girl friend received happy 

· letters from Pfc. Flack. She 
found out later that on that same 
day, h.er boyfriend had been 
killed in an attempt to secure a 
beachhead at Quang Tri. 

Cpl. Harold J. Dillard 

HACKENSACK - Harold J. 
Dillard was an outstanding ath­
le te, a seven-letter man at Hack· 
ensack High School, described 
by his coach as a person who al­
ways did his best. 

In .early 1967, he had already 
served in Vietnam and was sta­
tioned in Okinawa. His aunt and 
uncle, Mr. and Mrs . Sylvester 
Fields, with whom he had lived ; 
thought his war service was be­
hind him. 

The Marine, 20, had received 
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallan­
try with Palm for combat near 
the demilitarized zones in 1966. 

Then, in May 1967, his grand­
.mother received a letter from 
Cpl. .Dillard saying he was going 
,back to Vietnam . Later that 
month, he was killed by artillery 
fire in Quang Tri Province. 

Lt. Malcolm F. Tassey 

RUTHERFORD - Lt. Mal· 
colm F . Tassey, 24, was in the 
Army by choice. After graduat­
ing from college, he entered Offi­
cers Candidate School. 

In early July 1967, U. Tassey, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Cla~de Tas­
sey, did not return from a com· 

bat patrol. He was listed missing 
in act ion. 

Within a few days· his family 
had been informed by the Army 
that he had been killed in battlEl. 

Pfc. Michael C. Roell 

HILLSDALE - Michael C. 
Roell , 20, had dropped out of 
high school. He p,referred cars to 
studies, but left unfinished his 
project of reassembling a Model 
A Ford. 

In May 1967, his Army unit be­
came engaged in fighting in the 
Central Highlands near Pleiku. 
The young soldier was killed -
along with half of his 150-man 
company. 

Pfc. Roell's . parents , Mr. and 
Mrs. Wiliiam ' Roell, were noti­
fied oftheir'son's ·death by a ser­
geant who burst into tears on 
their doorstep, saying it was his 
first experience with this type of 
duty. 

The soldier's Purple Heart 
wa!' delivered to his father 
a month after the death - oa 
Father's Day. 

·pfc_ Jedh Barker 
PARK RIDGE - Like his fa · 

ther and older brother before 
him, Jedh Barker decided to join 
the Marines . 

In Park Ridge High School , 
Barker was an outstanding ath­
lete - captain of the baseball 
and football teams and a mem­
ber of the basketball and track 
teams. He· also belonged to the 
school choir. 

After graduation, he enrolled 
at Lycoming College in Pennsyl­
vania, but, before completing his 
education there, he decided to 
follow the route his father , Colby 
Barker, and older brother, Lt. 
Col. Warren Barker had taken. 
He- joined the Marines . 

Pfc. Barker and his older 
brother met several times while 
both were on duty in Vietnam. 
Col. Barker completed his tour 
or duty and returned home. Pfc. 
Barker 22, was killed in an artil­
lery barrage in Se)tember 1961. 
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~ Spec. 4 K. Slomiani 

·w ALLiNGTON - Mr. and 
Mrs. Feliks Slomiani"had been in 
the United · States five years 
when their son Kazimierz was 
drafted. The elder Slomianis, 
from Poland, spoke little English . 
and requested that their son, 
who was their translator, be al­
lowed to remain at home. The 
request was denied. 

·Drafted in 1965, he became a 
member of a helicopter combat 
unit in Vietnam. Jn June 1967, he 
was killed in a fire fight. 

Spec. ·4 Slomiahi, 22, had 
planned to apply for American 
citiz"enship when he returned 
from Vietnam. 

: 'Pfc. George A. Poor Jr. 

'' \ 
' HILLSPALE - George A. 
Poor Jr. enlisted in the Army 
.when he firiished high school. He 
wanted· to become a Green Be­
ret, .. arid was told he could be­
come one after his 20th birthday. 

He was anxious to prove him­
self. In March 1967 the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Poor Sr. 
was sent to Vietnam as a para­
trooper. . · 

In June he was killed in action 
at .Dak To. He was 19 :...... still loo 
young to wear the Green Beret, 

Rev. Vincent Cappodano 

NORTH ARLINGTON - After 
his ordination in 1958, the Rev. 
Vincent R. Cappodano, ·a Catho­
lic priest ; . became a missionary. 
He served first .i·n Hong Kong, 
then in Formosa. ~fter six 
years , he joined the Navy. 

Later, he went to Vietnam and 
served with a Marine unit south 
of Da N;ing. In September 1967, 
he .. Wa/i. ·pinned down with the 
Marin:"" in fl fie,rce fight. Al-

, _,. .,. . 
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though wounded, he continued 
to adtnfoister to t.he wounds of 
"the men around him until he was 
killed by . small-arms fire. 

The son of Italian·immigrants, 
-Father Cappodano, 38, was sur­
vived by five sisters and three 
brothers . After his death, his 
family m ade plans to build a 
church in Taiwan in his memo­
ry. 

Pfc. Frank Lopinto 

"LYNDHURST - Base bail was 
Fra.nk Lopinto's sport. He was. 
chosen for The Record's 1965 all­
county team and played in the. 
national championship for the lo-· 
.cal American Legion teams. 

In September 1966, he joined 
the Marines . In February 1967, 
th_e 19-year-old son ·of Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene Lopinto was sent to 
Vietnam. 

By the time he engaged in a 
major battle near Con Thien in 
July, Pfc. ·Lopinto was a sea~ 
soned combat veteran, wearing 
the Purple Heart. The Marines 
succeeded in · stopping a 2;-
500-man North Vietnamese force 
near the demilitarized zone . . rn· 
that battle, 51 Americans, in7 
eluding Pfc. Lopinto, were 
killed . 

Pfc. Robert Viggiano 

WALDWICK - A major irrita­
tion in the life of Robert Viggi­
ano,~ 20, were war protesters, 
whom he often referred .to as 
draft dodgers. 

As a form of counterprotest, 
he urged his draft board to move 
up his i,nduction ciate. 

" He was so thankful and proud 
to live in this country. When he 
left he asked us not to be sad­
dened.if he died in Vietnam," re­
membered his sister, Elizabeth. 
. P.fc. Viggiano;_ son of. Mr. and 
Mrs. Anthony C~ Viggiano, ar­
rived in Vietnam in July 1967. 
One month later, and six months 
to the day from the date of his 
induction, he was killed when his 
armored personnel carrier, 
heading for combat area, was 
s.truck by an antitank shell. 

. 
Pfc. Jeffrey .Barker 

RIDGEFIELD - Jeffrey ·Bar­
ker, 20, wanted to follow in his 
father 's footsteps . Lawrence 
Barker had served heroically in 
World War II and had returned· 
home to bec·ome a -Pipefitter'. . 

Young Barker wanted to learn 
his father's trade after his mili­
tary service. Although he was a 
draftee, he had volunteered for 
Vietnam duty as a paratrooper. 

He died in June 1967 from the 
wounds he receiv.ed from a gren­
ade. 

Cp_l. C. F. Bigham 
PARK RIDGE - Charles 

Bigham.and Richard Wieczorek, 
both of Park Ridge, enjoyed a 
friendship in Vietnam . 

Mostly, they waved to one an­
other while traveling in different· 
"directions . Finally, in August 
1967, the two Marines managed 
to get together for a weekend 
leave. 

Three weeks later, Wie·czorek, 
a sergeant, was wounded in a 
mortar attack. The next day, 
Cpl. Bigham, 21, was killed dur­
ing an attack against his unit in 
Quang Tri Province. 

Sgt. Wieczorek returned home 
to serve as an escort at Cpl. 
Bigham's funeral. 

The soldier's parents are Mr. 
and Mrs . John G. Bigham. 

Sgt. Kenneth 9 .. Rakentine. 
.HACKENSACK - Kef\neth 

Rakentine was· a career soldier, 
having served 14 years with the 
Army in Alaska an·d Germany 
and at other posts. 

He arrived in Vietnam i.n De­
cember, 1966, to take part in 
some of the first battles of the 
war. In September, 1967, he was 
killed by enemy mortar fire in 
the Mekong Delta. 

Sgt. Rakentine was born in 
Hackensack but was living in 
Waynesboro, Pa., with his wife, 
the former Beverly Starliper and 
his three children; 

Sgt. Rakentine's brother 
Ralph, an Army sergeant who 
also serv.ed in· Vietnam, e.scorted 
Rakentine's body home to be 
~uried with military honors in 
Gettysburg National Cemetery. 

Spec. 4 J. ~. Slater 

EAST PATERSON - Jerald' 
A. Slater was brought up by his 
aunt in East Paterson after his 
mother died when he was 5: He 
attended borough schools, but 
quit high school before graduat-· 
ing. 

After working for a trucking 
company for l'f.z years, he joined . 
the Army, where he earned a 
high school diploma. 

In October 1967, at Age 20, Ar­
my Spec. 4 Slater became the 
borough's first casualty in the 
.Vietnam war. When he was 
.killed, he was gunner in a heli­
copter attacked by the enemy. 

Cpl. Ernie. J. ElfenbeiJl 
HILLSDALE - Ernie J . El­

fenbein , 19, had reached -the 
highest level as a Boy Scout. He 
was a11 Eagle Scout, and had re­
ceived the Brotherhood Award 
and the Order of the Arrow. Lat­
er, he went to college, majoring 
in . pre:la w. 

An Army citation given post-. 
Jiumously to his mother- read," .. 
. . witli com.plete disregard for 
his own safety, he expos~ him­
self to the vicious enemy fire . .. 
as a result of his heroic action, 
his comrades successfully re­
pulsed the· enemy attack." . · 

.Cpl. Elfenbein, a member of 
the Tiger Force, an eHte corps, 
had enlisted in February 1967. 
He was mortally wounded by an 
eriemy h·and grenade near Chou· 
Laf, South Vietnam, the follow­
ing October. 

Seaman G. Watson 
TEA.NECK - Gregory A. Wat-· 

sort ex.celled- in sports. He 
joined the Amateur Athletic 
Union and the Bergen ·Pacers. 
After he graduated .from Tea: 
n:eck High School in :196:t, he 

joined the Navy. He served 
briefly in Hawaii. • · 

On Nov. 3, 1967, when Seaman 
Watson was serving his second 
tour of duty in Vietnam, he died 
of natural causes aboard · the 
USS Coral Sea. . -

Capt. Frank R. Kerbl 

PARAMUS - Captain Frank 
It Kerbl, son of Mr. and Mrs, 
Frank Kerbl of Paramus, grad­
uated from Hackensack High 
School in 1952 and received his 
commission in the Army thrQugh 
the Reserve Officers' Training 
Corps at Fordham University, 
where he .received a B.S; degree 
in 1956 . 

He entered the Army in 1957 
an:d. arrived in Vietnam in 1967 
as a platoon leader in the 188th 
Aviation Company. He was 
awarded the Army Commenda­
tion Medal and the Air. Medal for 
heroism in support Qf ground 
combat operations. 

In October 1967, Capt. Kerb!, 
33, d.ied when the reconnaissance 
plane he was piloting was shot 
down. 

He was survived by his par­
ents, and by his wife and five 
children who were Jiving in Hop­
kinsville, Ky. 

Speq. 4 Michael Romano 

RIDGEFIELD PARK - Spec. 
4 Michael Romano Jr., his sights 
s_et on an ·Army career, enlisted. 
after his freshman year at 
Ridgefield Park High School. As­
signed .to Headquarters Battery, 
86th Artillery, after advanced 
training at Fort Carson, he· was 
able to complete his high school 
education in the Army. 

Spec. 4·Romano, the son of Mi­
chael Romano Sr. and Mrs. 
Irene Kautz of Dumont, was sta ; 
ti<ined in Germany for two 
years. In 1966, he reenlisted, and 
in 1967 he was sent to Vietna m. 

in November.1967, while on pa­
trol · 'in the Central Highlands, 
Spec. 4 Romano, 21 , was struck 
by shrapnel. He . died of his 
wounds. 

He had been in Vietnam eight 
months. 

Capt. Eleanor Alexander 
RIVER VALE - Capt. Elea­

nor G. Alexander, 27, of the 
Army Nurse Corps is the only 
known Bergen woman to die in 
Vietnam. She was killed in the· 
crash of a transport plane in De­
cember 1967 after seven months-. 
of duty in a military hospital in 
Qui ·Nhon. 
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- Capt. Alexander grew up in 
New York and was educated 
at D'Youville College in Buffa­
lo, N.Y. She was an ~ssistant 
supervisor at Madison Avenue 
Hos.pital in Manhattan before 
joining the Army in April 1967. 

Capt. Alexander 's mother, 
Mrs. Francis H. Alexander of 
River Vale, said of her: 
"Eleanor always wanted to go 
where she was needed. She 
went into the corps only after 
reaching an· understanding 
with the Army that she would 
be sent to Vietnam ." 

Rev. Charles Watters 

PARAMUS - Charles Wat­
ters , ·40 ," was a Catholic priest, 
thrust without weapons into one. 
of the bloodiest battles of the 
war. 
.He was the pastor of Blessed 

Virgin Mary Church of the· An­
nunciation of Paramus from 1956 
to 1963. He went to Vietnam . an 
Army major to minister to the 
173rd Airborne Brigade. 

He was with his u·nit in No­
vember· 1967, when Americans 
and North Vietnamese met in 
the battle ."of r>ak To. Some 285 
Americans died in the battle. 

Father Watters went with his 
men up heavily fortified Hill 875 
and at one point ran through 
heavy fire to drag four wounded 
men to safety. 

Later that day he was praying 
with a group of wounded when 
an American plane accidently 
bombed the position, killing Fa: 
ther Watters and 20 others. 

-Spec. 4 Norman Gobl_e 

ALLENDALE - Spec. 4 Nor­
man R . Gobie was 20 and a week 
away from leaving Vietnam 
when he died in November 196i 
from wounds received in com-
bat. 1 

He was born in Hackensack 
and graduated from Midland 
Park High School i!J. 1965. He had 
been wounded twice before. · 

He had worked for an Ea.st Or­
ange auto service firm before · 
being drafted into the.Army and 
was with the 17th Artillery of the 
25th Division. 

Spec. 4 Goble was survived by 
his wife and their infant daugh- · 
ter. 'The child was born while he 
was in the Army; he had never 
seen her. 

-
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Spec. 4 John Kapeluck 

CRESSKILL - John M. Ka­
peluck, 21, had been tra ined as 
a military journalist but was 
5erving as a mortatman the day 
he tried to save the lives of four 

·fellow soldiers. 
He left himself open to enemy 

fire during a battle near Dak To, 
South Vietnam in · Nov~mber 
1967, allowing four other mem­
·bers ·of the 173rd Airborne Divi­
sion _to return to safety. 

A year later, in 1968, an Army-­
representative came "here to pre' 
sent a posthumous Bronze Star 
for Sgt. Kapeluck's heroism to 
his parents , Mr. and Mrs. John 
Kapeluck. 

_Spec. Thomas Grix 

NEW MILFORD - .Thoma~ 
Grix's mother, Mrs. William 
Grix, says, "He wanted to join 
the Green Berets , leaving Fair­
leigh Dickinson University and a 
part-time job in New Milford to 
'serve in Vietnam: He also left· 
behind his wife of three months, 
the former Carol Sawicky. · 

During 1967, Spec: ·Grix served 
with Green Beret Company A, 
Advanced Team 99, as a commu­
nications si>ecialist. · He wrote 
home two or three times a week 
throughout the .year, his mother 
said. " 'It's hot, dirty, and bug­
gy' ..:_ that's all he wrote," she 
said; 

In December 1967, Spec. Grix 
died of gunshot wounds received 
in the hamlet of Due Hoa, 18 
miles northwest of Saigon. 

, Cpl. Michael ~ttz 
LODI -Michaefc. Ettz fought· 

with the Marines in Vietnam . A 
squad leader with the First Bat­
talion, 9th Marines at Con Thien, . 
he was killed there in June of 
1967. 

By October he had been· 
awarded a Purple Heart for inju-· 
ries, the American Service Med­
al and the Vietnamese Military 
Melit Medal for distinguished 
service. 

He died at 20, fighting in. 
Quang Tri Province. 

Cpl. Ettz had graduated fr.om 
Lodi High Sc}lool in 1965. He was 
th~ so~ of .Mr. ~nd Mrs._1bomll$· 
E~tz. . 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~ 

M. Sgt. Charles E. Hosking 

RAMSEY - M.Sgt. Charles Hosking 
. argued against untying the Viet Cong prison­
er, something that 26 years in the Army Had 
taught him could be unwise. 

On this day, however, he was overruled. 
The wire was cut from the wrists of the com­
plaining prisoner, and Hosking, possibly con­
vinced this small consideration actually was 
harmless, stood casually nearby. 

Suddenly the prisoner leapt at Hosking, 
grabbing a grenade from the soldier's belt. 
He pulled the pin and began running toward 
a small group of Green Berets acros!? a 
small clearing. 

Sgt. Hosking, 43 years old, jumped on 
the man's b~ck • • • . 

Sgt. Hosking was a short wiry man, in· 
tense and taciturn in the tradition of profes­
sional soldiers. At 43, he weighed barely 
more than he did as a recruit. 

He quit high school at 17 to join the Ar­
my and devoted himself full time to learning 
the intricacies of warfare. 

"Even at 17," remembers his brother; . 
Robert Hosking of Allendale, "he never 
thought of anything else. It was a 24-hour job 
for him." 

In World War II, Hosking was assigned 
to the 509th Parachute Batallion of the 82nd 
Airborne Division. Of the 1,500 men.. origin­
ally in this unit, only 29 survived the war 
without being either killed or w9l1nded. 

Hosking fought up the Italian peninsula, 
scene of some of the bloodiest battles of the 
war· and was finally wounded· in the leg by 

, machine gun fire when his position was av· __ 
errun during the Battle of the Bulge. 

', 

He missed duty during the Korean War 
because of a· bazooka accident during train­
ing that broke both his legs and left him with 
numerous shrapnel wounds. 

Hosking joined the Green Berets when 
that anti-guerrilla unit was beefed up by 
President Kennedy in the early 1960s. ·He 
began his first of three tours of duty in Viet­
nam in 1961. He was an expert in demolitions 
a~d proficient in three languages, 

Hosking was devoted to Kennedy, the 
patron of the Special Forces, and like many 
Green Berets, viewed himself as a special 
agent of the President. This devotio~ to the 
President, according to his brother, was the 
closest Hosking even came to expressing 
what could be considered a political opinion 
about the war. 

In March, 1967, in Phoc Long Provin<;e, 
he jumped on the back of the Viet Cong, 
wrestling the live grenade into the prisoner's 
stomach. The two · fell to the ground, the 
greriade beneath them. 

"He was an expert in demolitions. He 
couldn'.t have had any illusLi>ns about what 
would happen," said his · brother. 

The muffled explosion of the grenade 
killed both men, but spared the others. 

Sgt. Hosking left a wife, Gloria, and four 
children, the oldest now in college. 

In· April 1967, Sgt. Hosking who had 
spent 1.6 of his 43 years· in barracks, parade 

. grounds,: an<J battlefields, was awarded the 
· ;congressiona~ Medal of Honor. 

> .. 

2nd Lt. Alden G. Mosher Jr. Lt. Robert Janowitz 

RIVER VALE - When Alden 
G. Mosher Jr. was killed in the . 
accidental explosion of all: Amer­
ican. land mine, his wife prompt­
ly asked that any memorial do­
nations go to a self-help program 
run for Vietnamese civilians by 
CARE and the Marine Corps. 

It was a means, she i>aid. of 
carrying on her husband's con­
victions. · 

Mosher, 24, had enHsted1in.the 
Marine Corps in August 1967. He 
was killed Dec. 15, only two 
weeks after arriving in Vietn·am. 
In civilian life, he had been a 
management trainee with Gen- · 
eral Motors Corp. His wife, Vir- · 
gin,ia, and ·a 7-month-oid son -
Alden G . .Mosher _III -:- survived 
him. 

/ 

GLEN ROCK - Robert L. 
Janowitz was committed to the J 

war in Vietnam before he ever j 
enlisted in the ~my. While a · 
student at the University of Mar- ,. 
yland, he helped organize a ' 
group to support the cause of ,. 
the war. 

He joined the Army in 1966 
and repeatedly req"Uested assign­
ment to Vietnam until he was 
sent there in the fall of 1967. He 
served as commander of Compa­
ny D of the 11th Infantry Bri­
gade in Chu. Lai. 

When his tour of duty was end­
ed, he extended his stay another. 
six months. " It was something 
he believed that had to be done," 
said his brother Marc. 

First Lt. Janowitz, 24; was 
killed in September 1967·; He was 
the son of Dr. allll Mrs. Aaron I. 
~anowitz. 
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1968 
In an effort to reverse 

the tide of battle, the 
Communists launched the 
massive Tet offensive, at· 
tacking a number of major 
Sou th Vietnamese oilies 
b efore b e ing finally 
pushed back. 

There are numerous 
reports of Comn~unist 

. atrocities, particularly in 
Hue. 

President Johnson, re· 
sponding to domestic pres· 
sure, ordered a halt to the 
bombing of the North and 
announced he would not 
seek re-e lection. 

The Paris peace talks 
began. 

More than 14,000 
Americans died in the 
year of heavy fight.i'!'g. 

Spec. 4 Roger B. Crowell 
LYNDHURST - Roger B. 

Crowell was drafted in 1966. 
In January 1968, Spec. 4 Crow­

ell , 20, was killed when lln ar­
mored personnel carrier that he 
was driving toward a Viet" Cong 
position was hit by rockets . . His 
heroi sm under enemy fire 
earned him the Distinguished 
Service Cross, the nation's sec­
ond hi ghest combat award; pos-
thumously. · 

In September 1968, he would .. 
have come home to Lyndhurst . . 
But · his wife said: "He knew he 
wasn't coming back." · 

The · last thing she received 
from her husba nd was an enve­
lope containing a St. Christo- ' 
pher 's medal. ' 

Sgt. Richard Long: 

GLEN ROCK - Sgt. Richard 
Lytle Long served in the Army 
for two years before goii!ig to 
Vietnam . He was attached to the 
lOlst Air born Division . His death 
came a month after his arhval, 
in Janua.u . 1968. He was 23. 

Sgt. Long's brother Jim de­
scribed him soon after his death: 
"He didn't iike "the war. His in­
terest's re V.olved' around ! his 
work .. Simplicity was something 
he was looking for." Sgt. Long 
had studied graphics and design 
before joining 'the Army. 

He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs . James Long. 

' Spe(:. · 4 J. PeCrosta 

FRANKLIN LAKES·- Spec. 4 
Decrosta died · in "Vietnam in 

· January 1968· when .a truck In •Y 
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which he was ridin"g went off a 
road and in.to a rice pad~y. over­
turning and bursting into flames. 

The 22-year-old Army special­
ist had been stationed at Chau 
Lai with the 175th Engineer 
Corps of the 196th Infantry. 

He had been in Vietnam since 
June 1967 and was planning to 
enter Cooper Union in New York 
to study architecture . . 

He gra~uateci from St. Anne's 
Parochial 

0

Scnool in E.air Lawn 
and Don Bosco T ech in ·Pater-· ~ 
son. He was born in Paterson 
and lived in Fair Lawn before 
moving with his family to Frank­
lin Lakes. He was the oldest of 
four children of Mr. and Mrs. Jo­
seph A. Decros ta . 

Lt. Stanley Lewis 

HACKENSACK Stanley 
Lewis was well on his way to be­
coming a neurosurgeon. He had 
graduated from Corneil Un'iver­
sity a11d the Albert Einstein Col­
lege of Medicine. He had in­
terned at Temple University, 
University of Pennsylvania Gen­
eral Hospital, and Miami's Jack· 
son ~emorial Hospital. 

As soon as he completed his 
duty as a flight surgeon with the 
Navy, he· was to begin a residen­
cy at McGill University, in Mon-
treal. . 

U. Lewis was killed Jan. 31, · 
1968, at Chu Lai in a· rocket at· · 
tack. He was 30. 

His mother, -Clara, survived 
him. 

Lt. Micha¢1 Berkery 
:1 

ALPINE - For Michael Berl­
kery, getting into medical scho<il 

' was important - but it could 
wait until he enlisted in the Mar~ 
ines and 'came ·back. · 

Lt. Ber.kery, 23, went to Viet­
·nam .. in ·· J?eceniber 1967. Tw9 
months later, he was leading a 
.night patrol near Quang Tri City. 
He had written to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John ·J. Berkery 
that they wouldn 't be hearing 
from him for a f.ew days. He wa~ -
killed by a s;11ipe(s bullet. • 

Friends • and · neighbors had 
'Oak. Street's name changed to 
Berkery Place in hi.s -honor. 

Spec. 4 ·Allen Geib 

FAIR LAWN - Allen P. 
Geib, who had lived in Fair 
Lawn 14 years, graduated 
from Fair Lawn High School 
in a machine shop in Paterson. 
In September 1966, he entered 
the Army. 

He was stationed in Ft. 
Hood, Tex., until he was as­
signed to combat duty as a 
medical corps' man in Sep­
tember 1967 .. 

In· January 1968, Spec. 4 Geib, 
22, was killed in combat 40 miles 
north of Da Nang. · 

Spec. 4 Geib was survived 
by his wife, Bonnie Ann. 

- Sgt. Daniel Williams 

HACKENSACK - Daniel Wil­
liams Jr. arrived in Vietnam on 
Christmas Day 1967. 

He died less than two months 
c into the new year, on Feb. 18. 

He had written one letter to 
his aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Shedrick, with ·whom· 
he had lived. "This is a differ·ent 
world," he wrote of Vietnam. 

·He joined the Army in 1964 
and was assigned as a mechanic 

··to Company A, Second Battalion, 
E ighth Infantry. He was born in 
Hackensack, moved to South 
Caroi..,a with his family, and \at­
er returned to Hackensack to 
live with his aunt and uncle. He 

- was 24. 

M. Sgt. John D' Adamo 

. NORTH ARLINGTON - John 
-D'Ada.mo asked ,his sister to ac­
cept his diploma for him. He had 
enlisted in the Mar:ine Corps: in .. 
May 1943, a few week.s be'fore his 
graduation from North Arlington 
High, ~chool. \. . 

He served during World War 
II and the Korean war and was 
later stationed at the u:s. naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay, in Cu­
ba. 

He .went to Vietnam in August 
1967. He was listed as missing in 
action on Feb. 10, 1968. Five 
days later, his family was noti­
fied that he had been killed in 
action when his aircraft was .hit · 

by enemy ground fire as- it ·.was 
coming in for .a landing. _Sgt. 
D'Adamo was the aircraft's na­
vigator. He was 42 years old. 

Pvt. Francis M. Finnerty 

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIJ> -
Pvt. Francis M. Finnerty Jr. 
was the only member of his Mar­

. ine platoon to survive the 'Battle 
of Hue in 1968. In November, 
however, he died from bullet 
wounds received in fighting on 
the outskirts of Da Na·ng. · • 

Just before his death, he had 
won a transfer to an inte.lligence 
unit. His mother said .that her 
son liked and respected the Viet­
namese and thought he could 
help them in his new assign­
ment. 

A graduate of St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine High School iii the 
Bronx, he would have reached 
his 20th birthday 12 days after he 
was killed. 

Pfc. Wayne Golon 

BERGENFIELD "You 
would never have thought he 
was in a war from reading his 
letters to us," said Wayne Go-

. Ion's. father, Frank. "He was 
looking forward to a leave in 
Australia when he wrote US· 
last." · , 

.Pfc. Golon, 22," hail been a 
therapist at Englewood. Hospital. 
He was studying psychology at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
when he entered the service. 

He was not happy about hav­
ing to leave home, _but told his 
family that he thought it was his 
duty. In February 1968, Pfc. Go­
Ion was killeq during the Com­
munists' Tet offensive. 

He had graduated from Mid­
land Park High School where he 
played several sports. 

Cpl. James T. Gordon 

ENGLEWOOD - In a letter -
never sent and forgotten among 
his belongings - James Gordon, 
21, wrote: · 
. "I thank ·God I was born in .a 

~ountry where ·I have the free-' 
dom to live ' as I choose. I don't 
want to go half way across the 
world to be shot at and possibly 
killed, but I will because my con­
science won 't let me take my 
blessings for granted." 

It was Gordon's only written 
mention of his feelings -about the · 
war. 

In Fe bruary 1968, five months 
later, he was shot and kille rl 
while on his way to the battle of 
Hue with the 5th Ma rines . 

Cpl. Gordon was survived by 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs . Law­
~ence Gordon, and his wife, Eli-
zabeth. " · · 

Cpl. Mat~hew Dwyer 
LYNDHURST - Lance Cpl. 

Matthew Dwyer, a 21-year-old 
Marine, completed a 14-month 
tour of duty in Vietnam in July 
·1967 and returned home. He \Vas 
the · son of Mrs . Ethel ·Dwyer of 
Lyndhurst and the late Matthew 
Dwyer. 

Cpl. Dwyer ha_d four -years of 
service behind him. After a six-

. month rest in the United States, 
he returned to Vietnam for a 
second tour of duty. In February 
1968, he arrived in Khe Sanh dur­
ing a battle with the North Viet­
namese. 

His helicopter attempted to 
land despite heavy . fire. It was 
shot down and exploded when it 
hit the ground, killing Cpl. 
Dwyer. · 

Pfc. Dennis Gleason 

TEANE¢K - Dennis S. Glea:­
son was dr'afted into the Army in 
1967 on his 21st birthday. 

"He didn't want to go because 
he hated the idea of killing," 
said one bf his brothers, ·Mi­
chael. "But he wrote that he · 
wanted to do whatever he had t<) 
d ft I 

0, • 
"Once, lie wrote, 'I'm glad I 

haven' t killed anyone yet.' You. 
wouldn 't believe the <kind of guy· 
he was:" 

Pfc. Gleason wrote to his par­
-ents, two brothers and two sis,, . 
ters in Teaneck da.ily - s9me­
times three or four letters a 'day; · 
· Iri: March 1968, less than a year 
after he entered the Army, Pfc. 
Gleason was killed defending an 
Army base in South Vietnam. 

Pfc. L. J. LeDonne 
RIDGEFIELD PARK 

Lawrence LeDonne, 20, drove ari : 
armored personnel carrier · 

· through the jungle in search of 
enemy snipers. Seven m en rode . 
in his vehicle, and on one mis- : 
sion he returned with s ix dead 
and. . one wounded. He wasn 't . 
worried. 

"He thought he was indestruc­
tible," said his mother, Mrs . Jo· 
seph LeDonne. "He said he had · 
his Lucky 7 !the name of his ve­
hicle) and his lucky dog la mon­
grel he foun:d in the junglel.'' 
- Pfc. LeDonne was on one of . 

his endless antisniper missions 
' in March 1968, when he was 

killed by Communist gunfire. 

f' 

' I 
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Spec. 4 .Ross Applegate 
BERGENFIELD - "He was 

very outgoin·g - an extrovert 
and a joiner," says Mrs. Francis 
Applegate when she describes 
her son, Ross. 

As a child, Ross Applegate be­
longed to the Police Athletic 
League and Little ·League, In 
Bergenfield High School, he 
joined the concert choir, band., 
and football and baseball teams. 
He also served as an acolyte in 

'his church. 
After graduating from high 

school in 1967, he j,oined the 
Army. In March of 1968 at the 
age of 18, he was killed during a 
heavy attack on his base camp 
in Vietnam. 

Pfc . . John J. Pall 
Bergenfield Barbara. · 

· Pall looked forward to the let· 
ters she received regularly from 
her husband, Army Pfc. Joh·n J. 
Pall, in Vietnam. 

In one letter he wrote: "We've 
been hit .very hard, but .so -far 
we've been lucky.' l 

Usually his letters were a com-
. fort to the Bergenfie ld wife and 

mother-to--be. That letter was 
not. It had been preceded by a 
telegram informing her that Pfc. 
Pall, 23, had died from metal 
fragment . wounds received in 

: combat in April 1968. 

'· H;·1!,~~ti:~·~o-g~~~1~h~r ;:s~a:r .. 
it and do his job well," said 
Pall 's mother-in-law, Mrs. Caro­
lyn Weeks. ~·n ·may soul)d corny, 

• but he was very' patriotic.!' 

.'. Spec. 4 '" 

Kenneth F. Schorndorf 
. GARFIELD - Kenneth F. 

Schorndorf had been in Vietnam 
'fpr six months with. the Army's. 
1st Ah-mobile DiviSion when he 
was killed . in combat in April, 
1968. -

He was the son of Mrs. Jose­
phine Schorndorf. 

Lt.. ~oh;n: DiNapo~i Jr. · 
WALLINGTON - John DiNa­

poli Jr. graduated from ··Ruther­
ford High ·school and Rutgers 
University before lie entered the 
Army. " 

He majored in biology at Rut­
gers and · achieved the rank of 
first lieutenant in the Army. 

The 24-year-old DiNapoli was 
killed in Vietnam In May 1968, 
about' ' six months after he had 
:begun ·his tour there. · 

He was surviyed by his par­
ents and his wi!e, .. 

....... , 

Pfc. Brian W edlake 
' 

MIDLAND PARK ~ "I was 
expecting it ever since I learned 
his battalion was in almost daily 
combat - so it's not a terrible. 
shock to me," said the mother of. 
Brian Wedlal<e. 

He had joined the Marines in 
August 1967 and was with the 
Second Battalion of the 4th Mar-· 
ines by March 1968. He gradual· 
ed in 1966 from Midland Park 
High School, where he hacj 
played football, basketball, and-. 
been on the track team. He· 
drove a truck before enlisting, 

He was 20 . when he died in 
Quang Tri near the demilitarized 
zone. He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Wedlake. 

"I would like to think this is all 
for something," said his mother. 
"He said he hoped the peace 
talks would accomplish some­
thing.", 

Harry Bowman Jr. 

WOOD-'RIDGE - Harry Bow­
.man Jr. had s tudied for the min-. 
istry .before he enlisted in the 
Navy in 1966. 

He enlisted, his father said, be­
cause he was upset by the 
draft-card burners. He once said 
that although he couldn't take a 
human life, he could try to save 
one. He joif!ed the medics. 

He was a member of the Mar­
ine Medical Corps, 1st Division. ·. 

He was 22 when he was kille~ 
'in action in Vietnam in May, 
·1968. His parents and two sisters. 

. sur\lived' him. Posthumously, .he · 
was awarded the Silver Star for. 
bravery. · · · 

,A scholarship fund was started 
in his· name. Bowman was a 1963 
'graduate of Wood-~idge High. 

Pfc. Michael Caporale 

SOUTH HACKENSACK 
"Mike was a ' happy-go-lucky 
boy," said his father, Joseph, "If 
he had any worries at all, · we 
never knew about them." . ' 

Marine Pfc. Michael J. Capor­
ale dil;!d in Vietnam in. April 196S 
after ~in~ wounded. He was 19.,. 

He had graduated in 1966~from ..:.. 
··the Bergen Courity .technical 
,·and · Vocational School and had 
hoped some day to become a sfa- · 
tionary engineer working with 
high-pressure boilers. 

. He was proud of his service in 
the Marines and wore his uni­
.form when· he was home on 
leave. 

Lance Cpl. Tyrone Hill 

GAR FJELD - Ty~one Hill de­
cide.d early in life that'the Mar­
ine Corps was for · him. 

At the age of 18, after finishing 
his education in Garfield, he 
joined the Marines . He was sent 
to Vietnam after training. , 

On May 12, 1968; eight months 
, after arriving in Vietnam, he 

died of wounds received in ac­
tion in Quang Nam. He was 19. 

He was survived by his father 
and a brother. 

Pfc. Robert Murphy 

RIDGEFIELD - Before en· 
tering the Army, Robert D. Mur­
phy had graduated from New 
.York Community College with 
an accounting degree, then 
worked- for Pan American ' Air· 

· lines as an accountant. 
Following · basic training, Pfc. 

Murphy was · assigned to duty in 
Vietnam. He arrived there April 
6, 1968. . . 

On May 14, 1968, he was criti­
cally wounded in battle and died 
several days .later. He was 22. 

Survivors included his father. 
James J. Murphy. 

.Sp~c . 4. R, Ranges 
· RIVER: VALE ·~, "He w-as 

proud of .the fact that he was 
fighting for his country/'. said 
the mother of Spec. 4 Robert H. 
Ranges Jr. "He .couldn't wait to 
get in sq he could walk down the 
street, -hold his. head high, : and 
kno\\dhat he did. his bit." 

Spec. 4 Ranges had been in the 
service less than a year in April 
1968 when he died of gunshot 
wounds in the Mekong : ·River' 

·Delta near Can ' Tho. He was a 
radio operator assigned lo' the 
Army's 9th Infantry Division as 
a rifleman. 

Three weeks before he died, he 
,spoke to l,iis family _from ·Tokyo 

. where he was on rest and ·reha-· . 
bilitation leave. 

The 20-year-old was th.e son of 
M;r. and.Mrs_. Rober:t H. Ranges. 

Spec. 4 J. Picarelli 
HACKENSACK - Spec. ( 

Joseph Picarelli Teceived the 
Bronze Star and .the Purple 
Heart for his servicer i~ 'Viet­
nam. _ 

He was raised in Paterson 
and planned to open a liquor 
store when he was dis.charged 
from the service. 

In 1968, he was killed in ac­
tion.He was 24. 

His wife and father survived 
him. 

Spec . .4 J. Tomeny 
HACKENSACK - ·John To­

meny, a native of Dublin, had 
lived in this country about · 10 

~ years" before entering military 
· servic,e. . . · . 

''The son of Mr. and Mrs. Har­
old J. Tomeny, he. had arrived in 
the United .States in 1957. ·He was 
graduated from Hackensack 
High School in 1965 and was a . 
member of Holy Trinity R.(:; 
Church in Hackensack. · · 

He · planned to become a11 
· aeronauti.caf engineer. 

: In May 1968, Arrriy Spec. 4 To­
meny died as a: result of w<mn:ds· 

· .received while on guard duty in 
·Tay Ninh. He was 21. 

._ . .._ " .. 

graduating . fr~m the American 
Academy. of Dramatic Arts. 
, Spec. O'Connell, son of Mr. 
ar:id Mrs. George O'Connell, 
graduated from Fort Lee High 
School and attended Montclair 
State College before going on to 
the academy, from which he 
graduated in 1966 . 

.In May 1968; six months· after 
arriving in Vietnam, Spec. 4 O'­
Connell was killed in action. · He 
was 24. · 

·Pfc. S. Ric-hard Grimstad 
TEANECK - Pfc . S. Richard 

Grimstad was graduated from 
Teaneck High School and Brad­
ley University in Peol'ia ; Ill., be­
fore enlisting in the Marines in 
June 1967. 

His mother, Mrs. Hilda Mock· 
er, described the 6-foot -2 Pfc. 
Grimstad as a man who thought 
the Marines were the best. 

Before joining the service, he 
studied architectural engineer­
ing at night at Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn while working during 
the day as a draftsman. 

He was killed in 1968 while on 
patrol near Con Tliieu. He was 
23. 

Besides his mother, he was 
survived by his grandparents 
and several aunts and uncles. 

L.t. Steven G. Ramsey 

TEANECK - First Lt. Steven 
G. Ramsey was a member of the 
Green Berets in Vietnam. He 
was awarded the .. Army Com­
mendation Medal for .. heroism. · .. 
· He · lived in Teaneck nine 

years·. H;e attended the Univer~ 
sity of Tennessee and earned a 
master's degre.e at Penn~ylvania:· 
State ·university. · 
, He died in Plei Me on June 1, 
1~, at'the age of 24, and was 
buried in Arling~on National 
Cemetery. . 

His wife, parents, and two sis­
t~rs survived him. 

Lt. Edward Maher 

HILLSDALE - Lt. Edward . 
Spec. 4 E. G . . O'Connell Maher 's family had sent a son to 

e.very American conflict since 
EDGEWATER. - Eugene G. the Civil War. 

O'Connell achieved . the rank of 8orn in the Bronx, Lt. Mah~r. 
specialist-four in the Army 'after ·· • bad liv.ed in' Hill:ldale ·six years ' 

,, ,. 
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and had graduated from Pas­
cack Valley High School. He 
served with the· 50th Division in 

- Texas before goi ng to Vietnam 
in June 1968. 
T~o months after Maher, 21, 

earned on the family tradition in 
Vietnam, he was killed on an 
ampibious combat mission. 

Maj. David J. Gunster 

RIDGEWOOD - David J. 
Gunster graduated from Ri<lge­
wood High School, earned a 
bachelor of science degree in en­
gineering, and joined the Air 
Force. He went on to win the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and 
Air Medal. 

He became an Air Force ma­
jor and successfully completed 
317 bombing and s.trafing mis­
sions in support of Marine forces 
while in Vietnam. On his 318th 
mission, in June 1968, his . fight­
er-bomber was hit by antiair­
craft fire near Khe Sanh. Maj. 
Gunster was killed, just four 
days before his tour of duty in 
Vietnam was to have ended. 

His parents, two sisters, and a 
brother survive him. 

Cpl. Kenneth Schauble 

CLC~TER - Kenneth Schau­
ble's r_nilitary career ·was 
marked with its share of honors. 

While with Marines in · Viet­
nam, he was promoted lo corpo­
ral because of what his· father 
termed his bravery in action and 
his resourcefulness. And Cpl. 
Schauble's unit received a presi­
dential citation for its defense of 
Khe Sanh. 

He had lived in Closter since 
1964, and graduated from North­
ern Valley Regional High School 
in Demarest. 

In June 1968 he was killed in 
the vicinity of Quang Tri. ·He 
was 20.-

He· was survived by his par­
eots, two sisters, .and a brother. 

Capt. Michael Nawrosky 

DUMONT - Michael Robert 
Nawrosky was a graduate of the 
high school here and the U.S. 
Military Academy ,at Wes1'Point. 

While in high school, he was 
president of the honor society 
and captain of the football and 
track teams . Jn his first year at 
West Point, he received 'an 
award as an outstanding plebe. 

In July .1968, Capt. Nawrosky 
died of wounds he had received 
three months before at Khe 
Sanh. He was 27. 

His parents .and a sister sur­
vived him. 

Sgt. Craig De Vore 

GARFIELD - Craig De Vore 
joined the service in May 1966, 
about one year ;_ifter his gradua­
tion from Garfield High School. 
. Sgt. De Vore, who was asso­
ciated with Shop Rite Stores in 
Garfield before entering the ser­
:vice, was the son of Jesse and 
Cecelia De Vore . 

Jn . February 1968, he was 
transferred to Vietnam from 
Munich, West Germany. 

On July 8, 1968, Sgt. De Vore 
was killed in Saigon at _the age 
of 20. He was survived by his 
parents and a sister. 

Lt. Peter Murner 

HILLStDE - Marine Lt. Peter 
Murner married the former 
Constance Drews of River Vale 
in June and arrived in Vietnam 
in August 1968. Twenty-two days 
later, in Quang Tri province, he 
was killed. 

Lt. Murner, 23, was a graduate 
of Don Bosco High in Ramsey 
amt a 1967 graduate of St. Mar· 
y's College in Emmitsburg, Md. 
Born in Brooklyn, he lived in 
Hillsdale 18 years. 

He was survived by his par­
ents , a sister, and his grand:; 
mothers. 

Pfc. Robert Cuccinelli 

RIDGEFIELD PARK - Pfc. 
Robert A. Cuccinelli, a r es ident 
of Ridgefield Park since Age 6, 
left Bergen Tech and a job as a 
truck driver to enlist in the Mar­
ines in September 1967. 

He was sent to Vietnam in 
March 1968, and a month later 
he received the Purple Heart for 
shrapnel wounds he received ·in 
his first month of duty. 

In July, while on patrol in 
Quang Nam province, Pfc .. Cuc­
cinelli, 19, was again struck by 
shrapnel. Two days later, ·in Da 
Nang, he died. 

He was survived by his par­
ents, Mr. and Mrs . Anthony Cuc­
cinelli, two brothers, and a sis­
ter. 

WO Richard Ovaitt 
RAMSEY - Richard Ovaitt, .21, 
was a 6-foot-4 basketball star for 
Ramsey High and Was voted to 
the Northern Bergen Interscho­
lastic League, A·ll-State, and All· 
County second teams . He racked 
up 510 points fn three years. , 

In August 1968, Warrant Offi· 
cer Ovaitt died after a helicopter 
in w~ich he was ri~ing burst into 
flame , crashed, and burned at 
Hue, where he was serving with 
the lOlst. Airborne. 

His parents, two brothers, and 
a sister survived him. 

Lance Cpl. David Freed 

LYNDHURST - Rather thaa 
accept the student deferment he 
could have received as ·a student 
at Fairleigh. Dickinson Univer­
sity. David :freed enlisted in the 
Marine Corps. 

Instead of taking final exams 
in January 1968, Freed, the son 
of the Rev. and Mrs . George 
Freed, was fulfilling his wish to 
fight . for his country in Viet-

. nam. He had been an Eagle 
Scout, wOQdwlnd player, and 
high school .athlf~te. 

Lance Cpl. Freed was a rocke­
teer weabons specialis't in the 

Ma.rines. He wrote to his parents 
frequently and sometimes in­
cluded photographs of under­
nourished South Vietnamese re­
fugee children. 

In September 1968, after nine 
months in Vietnam, he was 

_ kille~ in fighting in Quang Tri 
provmce. 

Cpl. Steven Foster 
. ' MIDLAND PARK - Steven 

Foster enlisted in the Marines 
on his 18th birthday. Cpl. Foster 
was wounded by mortar fire 
near the demilitarized zone ear­
ly in August 1968, 19 days before 
hi s tour of duty in Vietnam was 
to end. He · died in a hospital in 
Japan three weeks. later. 

"All through high school he 
spoke of signing up,'' his father 
said. "He was anxious to go to 
Vietnam and see what good he 
could do." 

The seventh Midland P ark 
man to die in Asia during the 
Vietnam war, Cpl. Foster, 20, 
was survived by hiS parents and 
an older brother.-

Sgt. B. Degenaars 
FRANKLIN LAKES - Sgt. 

Cpl. Anthony Manganello 

GARFIELD - "We're busting 
out tomorrow on our last opera­
tion for the summer. Don't wor­
ry, " said the letter Mr. and Mrs . 
Anthony Manganello got from 
their son Sept. 3, 1968. 

That night, two Marines came 
to break the news that he was . 
dead. 

Cpl. Anthony Manganello, 21, 
graduated from Don Bosco High 
School in 1966 and joined the 
Marines in 1967. 

Survivors included two broth­
ers and a grandmother. 

Lance Cpl; R. A. Brunnow 

EAST PATERSON - Lance 
Cpl. Richard A. Brunnow, 19, 
was killed in September 1968 
when a mine exploded under· a 
jeep . he was .driving. He had 
been injured twice before - shot 
In the s·houlder and wounded by 
shrapnel - and he wrote to as­
sure his parents that he would be . 
·safe driving· a jeep for his com­
pany commander. By the· time 
his parents received the letter, 
Lance Cpl. Brunnow was dead ... 

He had graduated in 1967 "rtom 
Memorial High School, where he 
had been a varisty wrestler four 
years and had played s·occer. His 
parents , Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Brunnow, and two grandparents 
~urvived him. 

Bradley Degenaars had two 
months left on his tour when he 
was shot to death in a battle 
northeast of Saigon. WO James I. Schlinger 

The 24-year-old Franklin 
Lakes resident had lived in Pat- RIDGEF!ELJ:? - His father 
erson for 17 ·years before his had been killed I~ Worl_d _War II, 
family moved to Franklin Lakes. ·but James I. Schlinger 1ome~ the 
He was a graduate of Ramapo '."-rmy all the same. He enhste!1 
Regional High School. m 19~ a.t 19, and ~g.an the ~en-

Sgt. Degenaars was scheduled patellc life_ of the ca~eer officer 
to leave Vietnam in November - Fort Sills, Okla ._, Fort De-
1968, but was killed Sept. l. vens, Mass. (Sold1e.r of ~he 

The Army sergeant was burie·d Month 1964?; Germany, Viet· 
in Arlington National Cemetery. ~1~· July 1968, Schlinger was 

. His parents, two brothers, and a given one of · the Vietnam sol-
s ister ·Survived him. dier·s· most perilous assignments 
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- flying a helicopter in the war 
zone. Four months later, on Nov. 
2, he was killed in· action. His 
wife, Helga , and two daughters 
survived him. 

Pfc. G. Szczepanczyk 

SADDLE BROOK - Army 
sergeants often call people with 
names that are difficult to pron­
ounce "Alphabet," a term usual­
ly of good-natured fun rather 
than m alice. -

For George Szczepanczyk, the 
term must have been a familiar 
one·. Born in Italy, lie lived 17 of 
his 20 years in New Jersey, first 
in Paterson, then , for two years, 
in Saddle Brook. 

Drafted into the Army in Octo­
ber 1967, he went to Vietnam in 
March 1968 and by May had 
been awarded the Purple Heart. 
In September, 1968, he was killed 
by grenade fragments. · 

His parents and two sisters, 
.survived him. 

Pvt. L. Merschrod 
NEW MILFORD - Larry 

Merschrod was killed Sept. 27,, 
1968, while serving with the Ar-. 
m y's 9th Division, 16th Infantry, 
in Dong Tam. 

He joined the Army in Janu­
ary and had been in Vietnam 
since July. Pvt . Merschrod was 
20 and had lived most of his life 

' in New Milford. He was born in 
Queens. 

He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Merschrod. 

" He thought it was hi s duty to 
go," said his mother, " but he 
waited to be drafted. Does any­
body want to go? " 

"He was an awfully we.11 -li~ed ,. 
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kid ," his father said. "You can 
.. see that in the way the whole 

--damn neighborhood has been 
torn apart." 

Lt. Charles Richardson 

BERGENFIELD - First Lt .. 
Charles H . Richardson devoted 
his life to flying after .he had his 
first ta ste of it in the Air Force. 
He lost his life while flying a 
light plane over Vietnam . 

He was a leading scorer on his 
high school basketball team. He 
graduated from Gettysburg Col­
lege, and at the same time re­
ceived a commission in the Air 
Force. 

His plane was equipped with a 
loudspeaker which broadcast 
•pleas to surrender to North Viet­
namese and Viet Cong troops . 
He told his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard H. Richa rdson, 
that he believed he was doing a 
necessary job. 

He was 24 when his. plane was 
shot down in October 1968. 

Spec. 4 E. Meester 
MAHWAH - Everett J . Mees­

ter was 20 when he was killed 
while serving with the Army in 
Vietnam in October 1968. 

He graduated from Mahwah 
High School in 1965. 

He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jacob Meester and had 
lived with his wife Lois. 

Cpl. Lanny Phipps 

RUTHERFORD Lanny 
Phipps was afflicted with wan­
derlust, and left high scnool in 
1962 to join the Navy so he would 
be able to move around. 

After his dischar ge and a se­
ries of jobs, he enlisted in the 
Marines in 1968. He was wound ­
ed once during the summer , and 
took part in a major American 
push later that year. 
. In December 1968, while on pa­

trol, his unit was ambushed. Cpl.. 

.,Pgipps, 23, led .his four -man fire. 
.:team toward·. a- North Viet­
namese m achine gun. His three 

· comrades were shot dow1 . Cpl. 
Phipps was 30 yards from the 
enemy gun when h.e was shot 
and killed by a sniper. 

# 

For his actions, he was posthu­
mously awarded a si lver star. 

/ 

Spec. 4 D. Brooks 

GLEN ROCK - David W. 
Brooks was killed in action in 
Vietnam on Nov. 7, 1968, while 
serving with the Army. He had 
previously been wounded and re­
turned to action. 

He had graduated from Glen 
R-0ck High School, where he was 
a sfar basketball player. At 23, 
he was the fourth graduate of 
the high school to die in Viet­
nam. 

He was the only child of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frederick W. Brooks. 

Sgt. John Preziosi 

EAST PATERSON - When 
Sgt. John Preziosi cam_!'! home 
from Vietnam in Augu·st 1967, he 
had completed his tour of duty; 
But he volunteered to return to 
realize a dream. 

With 17 service friends , the 
20-year-old Marine had built a 
four -room . schoolhouse. The 
group wanted to build another, 

.Sgt. Preziosi. was leading a 
night patrol outside Da Nang on 
Jan . 31, 1968, when he was killed 
by small a rms fire. 

• 
His father, Emil" Preziosi, an 

East Paterson mailman, led the 
townspeople and raised mon'ey 
for a two-room school to be built 
in ::y:'uan Duong hamlet in m emo­
~Y pf Sgt. Pre~iosi. 

CWO James Doran 
RIDGEFIELD PARK 

nam, flying fighter-bomber mis­
sions, in October 1968 when his 
son was born. A month later, Lt. 
Reilly was · reported missing 
when the F4D. fi ghter he was pi­
loting went down. Another 
month later, his death was con­
firmed . 
· He received a bachelot's de­
gree from St. Bonaventure Uni-

. versity. After college he entered 
Officer Training School at Lack­
land Air Force Base in Texas. 
Upon completion of his pilot 
training in Jul y 1967, he married 
Elaine Mackin of Rutherford . 

" He always wanted to be ._ the 
best," his wife said, shortly after 
learning of his death. 

James Doran learned how to fly 
before he learned how to drive . . 

Soon after graduating from 
Teaneck High School in 1966, he 
enlisted in the Army - with 
flying still on his mind_. His 
mother, Helen Doran, remem­
bers him as a "gung-ho soldier," 
who believed in the war. 

By the time he was 21, Doran 
was a chief warrant officer and 
a pilot on a medical evacuation 
helicopter. In December 1968, 
ground fire hit his helicopter, 
and CWO Doran was killed. 

Sgt. Jay Schmid 

RIDGEWOOD - After grad­
uating from Ridgewood High 
School , Jay Schmid attended 
Gettysburg College, majo1·ing irt 
engineering. Then he enrolled at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University. 
where he majored in industrial 
m anagem ent. 

While in college, he took a job 
as a chemist with Julius Schmid 
Inc., a company founded by a 
relative. 

In September 1967, Schmid 
was drafted , ·and, by December 
of 1968, he had been promoted to 
sergeant. Later that month , Sgt. 
Schmid, 25, was killed in com­
bat. 

Lt.. John N. Reilly 
. RUTHERFORD - First Lt. 

John N. Reilly never got to see 
his son. Lt .. Reilly was in Viet-

Spec. 4 Joseph Morriggi 

GARFIELD - At home in 
Garfield, Joseph Morriggi liked 
to shoot pool , which he did ex­
pertly, and tinker with old cars. 

He was the sole support of his 
invalid parents and worked as a 
carpet installer to provide the 
family with an income. 

Spec. 4 Morriggi .was too em 
barrassed to fill out the forms 

· his mother sent him to request a 
transfer out of combat dufies be­
cause he was hi s parents'- sole 
support. -

"He seemed to think it was his 
duty to stay," his sister Marion 
recalled .. 

In mid-July 1968, with 53 days 
left to serve with ·the Army 's 
America! Division, Morriggi was 
killed in action near Cfiu Lai. His 
"invalid parents and two sisters 
survived him. 

Pfc. Alfred Critelli 

EAST RUTHERFORD - Be­
fore she received the photo al­
bum of her wedding, Mrs. Sheila. 
Critelli received a telegram 
from the Army saying that her 
husband of two months was 
dead . 

Alfred Critelli, 23, had tried to 
enlist in the Army and National 
Guard , but was r ejected for the 
same reasons thqt had prevent­
ed his playing football a t St. 
Mary's High School in Ruther· 

"ford - a bad knee and a heart 
murmur. 

He was drafted ill May 1968, 
while working for Wes tern Elec­
tric in Bloomfield. He was mar­
ried while on lea.ve in Septem­
ber .. In Decemw, he was dead 

.of combat wouoos. · 
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Spec. 4 Eric C. Magnuson 

RAMSEY - The men who 
worked with Spec. 4 Eric C. 
Magnuson, a m achinist, knew 
that his proudest accomplish­
ments had been on the high 
school baseball field. To his fel­
low players , :tie was known as 
"Skip," a star pitcher for three 
seasons . 

In the summer of 1967, Spec. 4 
Magnuson was sent to Vietnam. 
Six months later, the 21-year-old 
soldier was killed when he 
stepped on an antipersonnel 
mine. 

On hearing of Spec. 4 Magnu­
son's death, his fellow employes 
presented a trophy to Ramsey 
High School, to be awarded an­
nually in his honor to other out­
standing baseball players . 

1969 
President Nixon, at­

tempting to implement his 
.. Vietnamization " policy 
reduced U.S. forces in 

Vietnam to 480, 000. 
In March, . the number 

of American dead reached 
33, 64-1, exceeding the toll 
of the Korean War. 

Domestic protests con­
tinued and Moratorium· 
Day produced the largest 
turnout of demonstrators 
ever to protest the war. 

Spec. 4 George Baker 

LITTLE FERRY - George 
Baker,-23, enlisted in the Green 
Berets. "He was very bitter 
when it came to draft dodgers 
and draft -card burners," his 
mother said. 

During training , his leg was in­
jured. He was transferred to a 
light _ transport division. He 
asked for a discharge and re~ll­
listed as a Ranger for · duly in· 
Vietna m . 

Spec. 4 Baker went to Vietnam 
as a mechanic in September 
1968. In July 1969, his parents re­
ceived four medals awarded pos-· 
thumously lo thir son. 

Spec. 4 Baker was on a patrol 
that came under heavy fiTe in 
January 1969, and.he was killed. 

PO I.e. Richard Melady 

DUMONT - " He looked for 
danger all the time," said Rich­
ard R. Melady's father, RobeTt. 
"He went to Vietnam because he. 
volunteered. He wanted lo be 
where the action was." · 

PO 'l .C.-Melady, 30, had been in: 
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the Navy 10 years. He and thr:ee 
other men were killed when they 
attempted to deactivate an ene­
my mine on a beach south of Sai-
gon . • 

That was in January 1969, just 
after wrili_ng to his family that 
all was going well. 
· He was a 1956 graduate of Du­

mont High School. PO 1.C. Me­
lady was survived by a wife a nd 
son. 

Pfc. John LaManna 

FAIR LAWN - John H. La­
Manna volunteered for Vietnam . 
duty a s a Marine so that his 
brother Richard , an Army heli­
copter crew chief, would not 
have to go. The armed services 
have a policy that only · one 
member of a family may be in 
a war zone at one time. 

The two were inseparable 
companions . John, 21, was the 
adopted son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Meola . 

He had graduated from Ber­
gen Cath<>lic High School and at­
tended St. John's and Seton Hall 
Universities . He enlisted in the 
Marines in May 1968. He was 
sent to Vietnam in December 
and was killed in January. He 
died of shrapnel wounds. 

Spec. 4 D. Zicchino 

CARLSTADT - Joseph Zicchi­
no had advised his son Darron, 
20, aga inst further service in the 
Army when he visited his son iri 
a hospital in Japan, where the 
boy was recovering from wounds 
re~ived in Vietnam. 

But the boy told his father he 
believed he could help the people 
of · Vietnam. He personally 
helped by sharfog his food fi-om 
home with some Vietnamese. 

"After a while," his father 
said , " he grew calloused of our 
role in Vietnam. He c9u!dn't 

· stand to see so many of our guys 
shot over ·there. He felt there 
must be another way to get it_ 
over with fast." 

Darron died in February 1969 
while serving with the 82nd Air-· 
born Division along the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail. · 

He was a .1997 graduate of 
East Rutherfor<l High School. 

·Hospitalman M. Wilhelm 

MAYWOOD - Mack H. Wil­
helm, 23 , was a hospital corps­
man' serving with the Third Mar­
ine Division in Quang Tri 
Province in February 1969 when 
that outfit participated in Opera­
tion Dewey Canyon. 

Hospitalman 3.C. Wilhelm was 
killed in that operation. 

He had graduated from Liv­
ingston High School and attend­
ed Trenton State Coll ege three 
years . At the college, he had ,a 
radio program on the school sta­
tion . 

He had enlisted in the Navy in 
1967 and was sent to Vietnam the 
following November. 

He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul H. Wilhelm. · 

Spec. 4 John Mendez 

MAYWOOD - Less than a 
month before he was to be dis­
charged from the Army in 
March 1969, Spec. 4 John W. 
Mendez , 21, became the first 
person from Maywood to die in 
Vietnam. 

He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs . Jerem iah Mendez . In 1966, 
he graduated from Bog<>la High 
School , where he was on the foot­
ball tearn . He worked as a weld­
ing app rentice in Hackensack. 

He entered the Army in 1967. 

Spec. 4 Wayne H. Russell 

RUTJ{ERFORD - In Febru­
ary 1969, after recovering from 
wounds received in combat, 
Wayne H. Russell returned to 
the war ;m Ar my helicopter gun-. 
ner wi th the 192nd Assault Heli­
copter _Company. 

Six weeks later, he was again 
hit by enemy fire. This ti.me, he 
died. He was 20. 

Born and raised in Rutherford, 
he graduated from the local high 
school in ·1967. He played a year 
of varsity football . tie was inter­
ested in cars and worked at a 
sec.vice station before he enlist­
ed in the Army in October 1967. 

He was the J son of Mr.· and 
Mrs. Howard W. Russell. 

Sgt. N. Lunapiena 

TEANECK - Born in Bedford , 
Mass. , and a longtime res ident 
of Hoboken, Nathan C. Luna­
piena didn 't have much lime to 
becom e acquainted with his. new 
hometown of Teaneck befo·re he 
was killed on Feb. 22, 1969, in 
Vietnam , three months before he 
was to re ceive his discha rge. 

He had li ved in Teaneck a 
year. 

Marg ine Sgt. Lunapiena was 
23. 

Pfc. Randall Carlton 

HARRINGTON PARK 
"Two days ago you almost lost 
a son ," an 18-year-old Marine 
wrote his parents about an am­
bush. 

"Luckily , it hit me in the fl ak 
jacket and ricocheted off and 
went throu gh my pack," Randall 
M. Carlton said of a shot fired at 
him. 

The same day the letter ar­
rived in February 1969, Mr. and 
Mrs . Lee M. Carlton were noti­
fied that their son was kille_d by· 
rifle fire in Quang Tri Province. 
The elder Carlton had signed his 
son's enlistment papers so the 
y_outh could join a t 17. 

Spec. 5 Stanley Reed 

TEANECK - Stanley M. Reed 
enlisted in the Army shortly af-

ter graduating from Teaneck 
High School in 1966. · 

He d ied of stomach wounds in 
February 1969. 

Before entering the service , he 
had worked as a draftsman for 
the New J ersey Bell Telephone 
Co. Spec. 5 Reed was 19 \vhen he 
died . · 

He had lived with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs . Stanley .J. Ree'tl . 

Spec. 4 J. O' Shaughnessy 

CLOSTER - J ames J. 0'­
Shaughnessy joined the Army in 
May 1968. Less than a year lat­
er, he was dead. 

He was with an advanced ob­
servation party with the 1st Cav­
alry Division when he was 
wounded on a · reconnaissance 
mission. He died the next day, at · 
21. 

He was a graduate of St. Mar­
y's School in Clo·ster and St . Ce­
cilia 's High School in Engle­
wood. He had attended Fairleigh · 
Dickinson University and the 
I.incoln Technical Institute in 

"Newark. 

Pfc. William -G. Burke 

UPPER SADDLE RIVER -
Pfc . Willi am G. Burke left 
Northern Highlands Regional 
High School after his junior year 
to enlist · in the Marines . He 
planned to finish school after 
completing his mil itary service. 

But after seven months with 
the 7th Battalion, C Company. 
Pfc. Burke, 20, was killed by a 
mine. He died in Quang Nam 
P rovince in Ma rch 1969. 

He had lived with his parents 
until he joine4 the Marines. 

Lt. Joseph Smith 

. BOGOTA - Joseph J. Smith 
.wanted to make a career of the· 
Army. He had spent 16 years in 
the service by February 1969 
and had reached the rank of first 
lieutenant when he was killed in 
Vietnam. He was 33. 

He lived in Bogota most of his 
life and attended St. Joseph's 
School and the Carmelite Semi­
nary in Hamilton, Mass. He 
graduated from Seton Hall Pre­
paratory School in East Orange. 

His parents , Mr. and Mrs . Jo­
seph R. Smith, survived him. 

Spec. Peter T. Rasmussen 

PARAMUS - Peter Rasmus­
sen was-a draftee , young enough 
to have a 4-month-old baby 
brother. When he died April IS, 
1969, of wounds he received in 
fighting near the Cambodian 
border, he was 20. He had been 
in the war zone three mooths. 

Befoce he was drafted , Ras­
mussen had worked for New Jer­
sey Bell Telephone Co. He grad­
uated from Paramus High 
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School in 1966. Besides his broth-. 
er, he was survived by his par-
ents and three sisters. • 

Cpl: Thomas Romaine 

SADDLE BROOK - Thomas 
Romaine's letters from Vietnam 
expressed the thoughts of a 
19-year-old. He wanted only to 
return home and to marry the 
girl he had left behind. 

Cpl. Romaine, a graduate of 
Saddle Brook High School, enl­
isted in the Marines in May 1967, 
on his 18th birthday and arrived 
in Vietnam in August 1968. 

In April 1969 he was kilted in 
a mortar attack near Da Nang. 

He was survived by his par­
ents and a brother. 

Lt. William Ryan 

BOG OT A - U. William C. 
Ryan Jr .'s plane was shot down 
in February of 1969, but he was 
picked up after three hours in 
the Gulf of Tonkin, his wife, Ju­
dy, said at the time. 

As a Marine pilot, Lt. Ryan, 
25, had flown more than 250 misc 
sions in F4 Phantom jets. He 
won 15 Air Medals, the Distin­
guished Flying Cross, and the 
Navy Commendation Medal. 

As a halfback on St. Cecilia's 
football team in Englewood , 
Ryan scored 30 points in 1961, 
and during the basketball sea­
son, he scored 239 points as a 
member of that team. He won' t 
be forgotten at St. Cecilia's. The 
school has a Lt. William C. Ryan 
Memorial Award for student ath­
letes. 

When enemy ground fire shot 
him down in May, 1969, he was 
not r escued. When his wife was 
notified , she said, " He was 
'scheduled for rest leave tomor­
row.'' 

Pfc. L. Mahurter 

BERGENFIELD Pfc. 
Lawrence Mahurter had been in 
Vietnam only three weeks when 
he was killed in combat near 
Chu Lai. 

He was serving with the 198th \ 
Light . Infantry brigade of the· 
America! Division when he was 
killed in April 1969. 

The 21-year-old played football 
at Weehawken High School. His 
wife, Lois, survived him. 

Corpsman J. Menter 

ENGLEWOOD - In May 1969, 
two weeks foto his second tour of 
duty in Vietnam, Jerome Menter 
was killed while accompanying a 
se·arch and destroy mission as 
the unit corpsman. 

The · 21-year-old joined the 
Na~y in 1966. He was born in En-

glewood and · was a graduate of 
Dwight Morrow High School. 

He lived with his mother, Lil· 
lie Mae Menter. 

Spec. 4 Gary Eggenberger 

LYNDHURST - Spec. 4 Gary 
Willia m Eggenberger was killed 
in action in Vietnam in May 
1969. 

Eggenberger, in his early thir­
ties, had reenlisted in the Army 
after working briefly at a civil­
ian job. He returned to Vietnam 
as a paratrooper. He was not 
married. 

He was the only child of Mr. 
and Mrs. William H. Eggenber­
ger. 

Capt. Cornell Rogers 

MIDLAND PARK - "He'd al­
ready been to Vietnam once," 
said a friend of Capt. Cornell 
Rogers, " but when they sent him 
again he just packed up and 
went. That was the kind of guy 
he was. He just wanted to do 
what was right without making 
a lot of noise about it.'' 

On · his first tour, Rogers was 
an Ar m y- adviser to a South Viet­
namese unit. This lime he was lo 
see combat with his own outfit. 

He was wounded by mortar 
fragments when hi s unit was 
ambushed. He lost an arm and a 
leg before he died of his injuries 
in May 1969. 

He had been an all-state foot­
ball center at Pompton Lakes 
High School, and had lived in Io· 
wa with his wife and two small 
daughters. He was Midland 
Park's seventh death of the war. 

Lance Cpl. Donald Arribi 
CLIFFSIDE PARK - A grad­

uate of Cliffside Pa rk High 
School , Donald Arribi was plan­
ning to become a draftsman 
when he was '.dra fted in April 
1968. 

In May of the following year, 
he was awarded a Purple Heart 
when his left h and was injured 
by shrapnel in Vietnam. The 
next month the Marine Lance 
corporal was on a night patrol 
when , again, he _was caught in 
enemy fire. 

Cpl. Arribi, 21, was killed. 

Corpsman Joseph Wiltsie 

WYCKOFF - Navy Corpsman 
Joseph C. Wiltsie, 24, was the 
first Wyckoff man to die in Viet­

·nam. He was killed on Memorial 
Day 1969, 14 mile·s south of ·Da 
Nang. 

The day after his wife, Mrs . 
Marion Wiltsie, received word of 
his death, she gave birth to their 
second son. 

Wiltsie had been a Navy corps­
man for six yea.rs, five of them 
attached to the Marines.He con­
sidered the armed forces his ca­
reer. He met his wife in 1967, 
when she was a Wave in the 
medical corps at St. Albans Hos­
pital in N'ew York. 

As a result of Wiltsie's death, 
his wife decided to study for an 

education degree so that she 
· could become a · teacher at an 
American military base. 

" I like the military," Mrs. 
Wiltsie said. 

Pfc. Robe.rt J. Hoffman -

RIDGEFIELD PARK - When 
he was drafted in March, 1968, 
Robert Hoffman declined to tell 
Army doctors about a bad back 
that could have kept him out of 
the service. 

" He felt someone had to 
fight," remembers his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hoffman. 

Pvt. Hoffman fought in Viet­
nam for a year, before he died of 
a noncom bat injury. lie con­
tracted malaria and while at a 
base hospital fell and suffered a 
fatal head injury. He was only a 
few days away from his 21st 
birthday. 

Spec. 4 McA.rthur Gaffney 

TEANECK - McArthur Gaff­
ney was born in Alabama and 
taught school in St. Louis . His 
mothe,r, Mrs. Addie Gaffney, 
moved North and was living in 
Teaneck while ·her son served in 
Vietnam. 

In June 1969 Spec. Gaffney, 24, 
was killed during a night attack 
against his position . He had been 
in Vietnam six months. 

Capt. Karl W. Mills 

PARAMUS - Four days after 
he was promoted to captain and 

·little more than a month before 
he was to leave for home, 
23-year-old Karl W. Mills was 
killed in fighting at his artillery 
base near Chu Lai. 

It was June 11, 1969, two years 
to the month after Mills 's grad­
uation from West Point. His 
wife , Nancy, later that week fold 
a visitor that her husband had 
planned to go back to school 
when he returned home. 

" He wanted to go for an 
M.A.," she said in a low 
numbed voice. ' 

They had met at West Point 
when he was a cadet; she was 
from Paramus, he was from Co­
lumbus, Ohio . · What they 
planned to do after he won his 

· master 's, where they planned to 
live, they hadn' t decided_ 

"Like most young couples," 
his mother-in-law said, " they 
hadn' t planned a lot." 

He was buried ·at West Point, 
not far from the chapel where he 
had been married. 

-Pfc. Robert J. Kein 

RUTHERFORD - Robert J. 
' Kein ·Jr. was 20 in August 1969 
when he stepped on a land mine 
in Vietnam and was killed by the 
explosion. 

He had been in the Army for 
just over a year. He was .born in 
the Bronx and had lived in Ruth­
erford for 14 years . He was a 
1967 graduate of St. Mary's High 
School. He was the son of Mrs. 
Dorf?thea A. Kt:in. 

Capt. M. Parmerter 

MIDLAND PARK - It was 
the second tour of duty for Capt. 
Michael J . Parmerter iri Viet· 
nam. 

"He had a lot of compassion 
for the people there , and he was 
appalled by their living condi· 
tions," said-the father of the Ar· 
my captain. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Parmerter 
had tried to talk their son out of 

- going back to Vietnam and the 
war and the danger of death . 
·But the 24-year-old told them 
that he was upset by distur­
bances on college campuses and 
ihat he had to return because 
of his desire to stop communism 
and his concern for the Viet­
namese people. 

His death in June 1969 brought 
to eight the number of Midland 
Park men killed in the fighting. 

S/Sgt. Herbert C. Frost 

BERGENFIELD - Staff Sgt. 
Herbert C. Frost was the man 
with the longest service in the 
·Long Range Reconnaisance Pa~ 
trol unit of the 9th Division . His 
crack outfit worked gathering in· 
formation in enemy-held areas, 
beyond the perimeter · of U.S. 
bases. -
Sgt. Frost was a professional, a. 

paratrooper who had enlisted af­
ter his- high school graduation 

war. Jn college, he was a cham­
pion fencer , ranking loth among 
U.S. students in the sport. 

· He was the son · of Dr. and 
Mrs. George Crikelair. He joined 
the Army immediately after re­
ceiving his degree. 

In Vietnam, he became a Ran­
ger paratrooper . He was cited 
for bravery on 11 occasions. For 
the 11th meritorious mission, 
Sgt. Crikelair, 24 , was a volun­
teer doing reconnaissance nea r 
Saigon. 

On that mission, in August 
1969, he was killed in action. 

C~p~. James Amendola 

CLOSTER - Capt. James 
Amendola , 24, was a Green Be­
ret trained in intelli'gence work. 
He spoke Vietnamese. 

In July 1969, his wife went to 
Hawaii to spend a six day rest­
and-recrealion period with Capt. 
Amendola , son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Amendola . The captain 
told her he was considering mak­
ing the Army his career. She 
talked of their three-month-old 
son , James ·Jr. 

in Vietnam when his son was 
born , Capt. Amendola had never 
seen the ba by. · 

Two weeks after she returned 
from Hawaii, Mrs. Amendola 
was informed that her husband 
had been killed in action. 

and served with the lOls t Air- Cpl. David Albert 
borne in Korea. Later, he at-
tended Hofstra University and 
.then worked as an· insurance· PARAMUS - After his Mar­
salesman. But something drew · ine duty was over, Cpl. David Al­
him back to the Army, and in bert , 20, wanted to become a 
1966 he reenlisted. state trooper. 

o ·n two tours with Long Range . 
Reconnaisance, Frost won a Sil· He first went to Vietnam for a 
ver Star and five Bronze Stars . year, beginning in July of 1967, 
On the third tour, on June 21, and was stationed in Da Nang. 
1969, he died. While there, he contracted ma-

He was buried in Arlington Na- !aria. 
tional Cemetery with full honors. Then he was transferred to the 
His parents, brother, and sister Presidential Honor Guard. But 
requested that donations be he told his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
made in his name to the Dela- David Marans, that life was .dull 
ware Valley Association for Chi!- and slow in Washington . He said 
dren with Learning Disabilities. he wanted to be back where the 

action was , and . he volunteered 
Sgt. John F. Crikelair for another Vietnam tour. 

In September 1969, he was 
RIDGEWOOD - John F. Cri- killed by rocket fire when his pa­

kelair participated in hundreds trol was ambushed in Quang 
of mock fights before he went lo Nam Pr.ovinc~. 



1969 · 

Pfc. Glenn Truex 

PARK RIDGE - The Marine 
Corps spent six months training 
Glenn E . Truex, 18, for the four 
months he was to spe_nd in Viet­
nam. 
. He completed special courses 

before going overseas. 
In August 1969, he was return­

ing from a successful combat 
mission with a small party of 

-Marines near Da Nang. Other · 
American troops·, hearing the 
approaching group,. mistook 
them for the enemy. 

Pfc. Truex was killed by" 
American rocket fire. His moth­
er, Genevieve Linder, survived 
him. 

Sgt. Norman Hetzel 

MAHWAH - Army Sgt. Nor· 
m an F . Hetzel had been in Viet· 
nam just three weeks when he 
was m orta lly wounded in com­
bat. He was 20. 

He had graduated from Mah· 
wah High School in 1966 and had 
worked with a ·weld in g firm. He 
went to Vietnam in August 1969. 

He was survived by his par­
ents, Mr. a nd Mrs. Norman 
Hetzel. 

Lt. Albert S. Graf Jr. 
BOGOTA - Albert S. Graf Jr. 

was fast on the ground before he 
was fast in the air . · 

In 1961 Graft won the New Jer­
sey cross-country track cham, 
pions hip for Bogota High School 
and the next ·year he won the 
Bergen County Scholastic one­
mile track event. 

He gradua ted in 1962 and went 
on to earn a bachelor or arts de ­
gree in psychology from Fair­
leigh Dickinson Univers ity in 
1966. ' 

But in September 1969 his 
speeding Phantom jet fighter 
was hit by enemy fire and the 
24-year-old died in the crash 
aoout 12 miles from DaNang. He 
was the son of Mr. and Mrs . Al-· 
bert Graf. 

,. pfc~· Jerry Sylvia 
~· 

PALISADES PARK - Jerry 
Sylvia was usually in the thick of 
things , and in the thick of things 
he was usually a standout. At 
Cliffside Park High School he 
was popular and a good athlete; 
in Marine basic training at Par­
ris Island, S.C., he won ·the hi gh­
est mark in rifle marks manship. 

Sylvia was 18 when he arrived 
in Vietnam , and before ei ght 
months were out he had been 
wounded twice and won two Pur­
ple Hearts. The third time, in ac­
tion in South Vietnam Sept. 13, 
1969 he was killed . 

He was survived by his par­
ents, a sister, and two brothe rs 
-one of them captain of the 
high school football team, the 
other a sailor on a Navy sub-
marine. 

Lt. William M. Lyons 

FORT LEE - Lt. William M. 
Lyons, a paratrooper, was in 
Vietnam just two weeks when he 
was killed in September 1969. 

The 23-year·old was the only· 
son of Margareta F . Lyons. He 
had planned to make his career 
in the Army. 

He graduated from City Col­
lege Of New York in 1968. 

Pfc. James B. Woods 

· NEW MILFORD - When the 
spinal cord of Pfc . James B. 
Woods Jr., 19, was severed by a 
Vietnamese bullet, the Army 
sent his father , James Sr., a te l­
egram . The father flew 9,000 
miles to his son 's bedside at a 
Da Nang hospital. 

"They don 't encourage you to 
go there, " the elder Woods said, . 
'.' but they don't slop you either. 
I'm told I was one of a very few 
to make the trip." He arrived in 
Vietnam 'in September 1969. 

For eight days , Woods sat be­
side· his son. James Jr. recog­
nized his father, but could not 
speak because of a breathing 
tube in his th roat. On the eighth 
day, without a word, Pfc. Woods 
died. 

Pfc. Lewis B. Gill 
HACKENSACK - Pfc . Lewis 

B. Gill was 20 years old in No­
vember of 1969. He had been in 
V,ietnarri seven weeks and had 
been married months before. 
'· Before he graduated from high 
school in North Carolina in 1967, 
he had volunteered to play t rum­
pet and saxophone in the band. 

With his mother and brother, 
he later moved to Hackensack. 

Pfc: Gill , a supply specialist, 
was en route to Dak Sak Nov . 2, 
when the convoy was ambushed. 
He was k illed by small-arms fire 
near Buon Dak Gang in Qua ng 
Due Province. 

He was buried in Carolina 
Biblical Gardens with full mili­
tary rites . 

Pfe. Emilio Rivera 
BERGENFIELD . Emilio 

Rivera was born in Puerto Rico, 
but he moved with his family to 
New York when he was nine. He 
lived and worked in Bergenfield 
18 moriths ·before enJisting in the 
Marines in April 1969. 

In October 1969, Pfc. Rivera, 
19, was killed .in action . 

He was survived by his par- . 
ents, Mr. and Mrs . Emilio RivJ 
era of Beacon, N.Y., and five sis-
ters. · 

Spec. 5 M. Stephanac 

GARFIELD - Spec. 5 Mark J. 
Stephanac, 22, was killed in Sep­
tember 1969 when the truck in 
which he was riding struck a 
land mine and exploded. 

Born· in Pittsburgh, he attend­
ed St. · Stephen's Parochial 
School in Passaic and graduated 
from Garfield High School in 
1965. 

He served 22 months with · 
Army units in Germany before 
being shipped to the Far East. 

He was the son of Mr. and 
Mrs . Matthew Stephanac. 

Pfc. Richard Brenner 
TEANECK - " I can't tell you 

what he wanted to be," said San­
dy Brenner of ·her brother Rich­
ard. " He just wanted to be hap­
py and grow up. Like everybody 
wants to be." 

Pvt. Brenner, 21, was killed in 
Vietnam· in April 1969. · 

He graduated from Teaneck· 
High School, where he was on 
the track team, and briefly at­
tended Northland College in Ash­
land, Wis. He was sent to Viet ­
nam in January 1969. 

He was the son of . Mr. and 
~rs . Harold Brenner. 

Pfc. Gerard J. Walker 
CARLSTADT - Pfc . Gerard 

J . Walker graduated from Ho­
.boken High School in 1967 and 
then moved to Carlstadt. 

In July 1969, he joined the 
Army., In December, two weeks 
a ft er he arrived .for active duty 
in Vietnam , he was killed by / 
mortar fire . He was 20 years old. 

His mother, ·Mrs . Helen W, 
Vander Heide, survived him. 

Lt. Stephen MacVean 

RlD.GEWOOD - After grad­
uat ing from high school in 
Ridgewood , Stephen S. Macvean 
went to Dartmouth College to 
study enginee ring. He earned a 
bachelor's degree and had com­
pleted the course requirements 
for a master's when he joined 
the Navy as an ensign in June 
L966 .. 

Sent to Vietnam, Lt. Macvean· 
continued to be a high.achiever . 
He received six military honors 
- including the Purple Heart , 
the Bronze Star, and the Navy 
Achievement Medal. 

In. October 1969, Lt. Macv ean, 
25, was killed by enemy fire. His . 
mother , Mrs. Homer G. Mac­
v ean, and brother, Navy Lt. 
Comdr. Charles R. ·Macvean, 
survived him. 

1970 
American and South 

Vietnamese troops crossed 
into Cambodia to destroy 
Communist supply depots 
and give the , Soul h Viet· 
namese, taking over much 
of the fighting, a needed 
edge. 

A11: unsuccessful com­
mando raid was made on a 
prisoner of war camp out- . 
side Hanoi in an effort to 
J ree some of the approxi­
mately 400 prisoners then 
held by the North Viet-
namese. 

Pfc. R. De Mercurio 

ALLENDALE - Rocco J. De 
Mercurio always wanted to be a 
Marine. When he enlisted at 18, 
he told his family how much he 
loved it. 

A year after his graduation 
from Northern Highlands Re­
gional High School in Allendale, 
he was wounded in Vietnam and 
remained in a coma for five 
months . He died at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in The 
Bronx in January, 1970. 

He was born in Albany, N.Y., 
and lived in Paterson before 
moving to Allendale . ·He was the 
son. of Sa vario and Ruth De Mer­
curio. 

Lt. John A. Griner 
WYCKOFF - John A. Griner, 

26, handled his Skyhawk jet as if 
it were part of him, weaving his 
way through ground fire in 
countless support missions for 
American troops. 

His skills brought him through 
·250 combat missions, and in Sep­
tember 1969, he won the Distin­
guished Flying Cross, the second 
highest military award , for lead­
ing a successful air attack 
against a heavily defended 
North Vietnamese regimental 
headquarters. 

in February· 1970, U. Griner 
was on one of the his .last mis· 
sions and was only a few days 
away from being reassigned to 
the United Sates as a flight in­
str uctor when one of his own 
bombs became jammed beneath 
his plane. 

Rather than abandon the 
·plane, Lt. Griner attempted to 
land. at Da Nang air base. In the 
landing, the bomb exploded, and 
he was killed . 

His parents, Mr. and Mrs . Ar­
thur Griner, survived him. 

WO Anthony Battel 
ORADELL - In February 

'1970, Anthony Battel, 22, died 

when his helicopter was shot 
down on a eombat mission north­
west of Saigon. · 

Batte! was born in Hackensack 
and lived most of his life· in Ora­
dell, where he graduated from 
River .Dell High School. He at­
tended Wagner College on Staten 
Island, before entering the Army 
in June 1968. 

He was the son of Mr. · and 
Mrs . Fra nk Battel. 

Pvt. Charles E. Diamond 

SADDLE BROOK - Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Diamond had moved 
to Philadelphia by the time their 
son, Charles, began serving with 
the Army in Vietnam. 

In February, 1970, after he had 
been in · Vietnam two and a half 
months, Diamond was killed in 
action. He was 20. 

Besides his parents, he was 
survived by two brothers and a 
sister. 

Spec. 4 J. P. Henry 

MAYWOOD - Spec. 4 John 
Patrick Henry and his wife, Lon­
ny , were married for two weeks 
when he r eceived orders sending 
him to Vietnam. He was killed 
nine months iater, a week before 
his 21st birthday in March · of 
1970. 

He was born in Jersey City 
and lived in Paramus 15 years. 
He attended high school there, 
graduating in 1967. He enlisted in 
the Army in October 1967. 

6t •• .. 

Capt. A. DeAngelis 
RAMSEY - Capt. Adamo 

DeAngelis · didn't talk much 
about his service in the Army, 
and it was only after he was 
killed in a helicopter crash that 
his family learned he had earlier 
been awarded Silver and Bronze 
Stars for gallantry in Vietnam. 

So anxious was he to join th·e 
Army that twice before he was 
old enough he enlisted under a-n 

• 
" 
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1970 
assumed name and lied about 
his age. The first time he was 
only 15. 

He was a member of the Na­
tional Guard and 36 years old in 
1968 when he voltinteered for ac­
tive duty and was sent° ·to Viet­
nam. He was just 40 days from 
being sent home to his wife and 
five children when he was killed 
in April 1970_ 

Spec. 4 J. Abbatema.rco 

HACKENSACK - In ·May 
1970, American and South Viet­
namese troops crossed the Cam­
bodian border. 

The invaders , forced to move 
rapidly, were subjected to many 
ambushes, and losses were 
heavy. John B. Abbatemarco, 21, 
was killed in one of these fights. 
He was the first Bergen County 
casualty of the Cambodian cam-
paign_ · 

He graduated from Hacken­
sack . High School in 1968, and 
eniis ted in the Army .the follow-
ing year. · 

His mother, Anna S. Abbate­
marco, survived him. 

Cpl. James Giegel 

, . ·WYCKOFF - James Giegel 
tried two colleges after graduat­
ing from high school, but the 
campus life was not for him. He 

"enlisted in the Marines , follow­
ing. an older brother who had 
been decorated for Vietnam ser­
vice. 

He was sent to tue war zone 
and assigned to supply duty. In 
late May 1970, Cpl. Giegel, 20, 
was · carrying supplies to Ma­
rines in the field when he was 
killed in a Viet Cong ambush 

.· near Da Nang. 
News of Cpl. Giegel's death 

reached his -parents, Mr. and 
Mrs . Lloyd Giegel, two days be­
fore Memorial Day. Lo·cal cere­
monies were amended to include 
a tribute to the young Marine. 

Pfo. Patrick Lawlor 

OAKLAND - Patrick E. Law­
·lor was the pitcher in Indian 
HiIIs High School's first baseball 
victory, in 1965. The following 
year, he was in the school 's first. 
graduating class. 

Four years after gra'duation, 
he became Oakland's first Viet­
nam war casualty. 

In · June 1970, Pfc. Lawlor, 
serving with the America! Divi­
sion, was killed in a mine explo­
sion. 

His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Eu­
gene Lawlor, survived him. 

. Spec. 4 Antonio Grau 

LODI - Antonio Grau, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Javier Rodriguez, 
was born in Cuba. He camP. ·to 
the United States at the age of 5. 

After entering the Army, · he 
served more than a year in Ko­
r~a, then volunteered for duty in 
:Vietnam. 

In September 1970. Spec. 4 

Grau, 19, was killed in~aciio11 
near An Khe. 

Pfc. Thomas Schiess 

EDGEWATER-Jn July 1970, 
Thomas Schiess came home on 
leave from Army duty to cele­
brate his 20th birthday with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs . Charles 
Schiess. 

Shortly after the visit, he was 
sent to Vietnam; 

Two months to the day after 
he· ·arrived in Vietnam; Pfc. 
Schiess was killed when he 
stepped on a booby trap· in Chu 
Lai. 

Lance Cpl. K. Humphrey 

PARK RIDGE - Kevin R. 
Humphrey was 18 when he en­
tered the Marine Corps after 
graduating from Pascack Hills 
High School in Montvale in 1969. 
By Christmas he was on his way 
to ·Vietnam. 

He was 19, when he was killed 
on patrol in Quang Nam Prov­
ince a year later, in November 
1970. 

The son of Mr. and Mrs . Wil­
·Jiam E. Humphrey, he was born 
in Teaneck and had lived iq. 
Montvale for 15 years before 
moving. to Park Ridge. 

Lt.· David Kozak 

HACKENSACK - David Ko­
zak, 23, would. not have been 
drafted. He had high blood pres- _ 
sure. But he voluntarily under-. 
went Army training during col­
lege and was commissioned as 
an officer upon graduation. 

In ·May . 1970, his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leon Kozak, received 
a letter from their son. He told 
them he was on duty neai- Chu 
Lai, guarding three bridges . 

A few days after the letter was 
written, the bridges were at­
tacked. Lt. Kozak was killed. 

1971 
South Vietnamese 

troops, attempting to de­
stroy supply sanctuaries in 
Laos were rebuffed. 

President Thieu de­
stroyed American hopes 
for so;.,,th Vietnamese de­
mocracy by intimidpting 
hi.~ elect ioll oppollell t.~ . 

. To ;upport South Viet­
namese troops, President 
Nixon resumed heavy 
bombing of North Viet­
nam. 

CWO K. M. Jackson 

CRESSKILL - Keith M. Jack· 
son, ~on of Mr. and Mrs. ·stanley 
·w; Jackson, had prepared .to be 
a helicopter pilot by studying 
aeronautics in college for two 
years. . 

The chief warrant officer had 
been assigned to Vietnam imme­
diately after training. 

After succe:1sfully completing 
a one-year tour of duty in the 
·war zone, CWO Jackson was as­
signed there for a second time. 
In February 1971, at the age of 
21, he had just finished • two 
years with the Army when he 
was killed in action. 

Spec. 4 Bruce Wohlrab 

SADDLE BROOK - In the Ar­
my, Spec. 4 Bruce Wohlrab was 
a medic, charged with helping 
keep others alive. 

In January 1971, . his mother, 
Mrs. Elaine Marrone, received a 
letter written while the 19-year­
old soldiie r was on leave in Tai­
wan. 

He told her he was stationed at 
Chu Lai, on the South Viet­
namese coast. Mrs. Marrone 
never heard from her. son. again". 

In March, he was killed by a 
land mine. 

Spec. 4 Paul Serven 

RAMSEY ,--- Paul · E. Serven 
was active in scouting before en­
tering the Afmy. He became an 
Eagle Scout with a Ramsey 
troop and later joined an Explor­
er post, where he served as an 
assistant scoutmaster and an ad­
viser. 
· Spec. 4 Serven, 23, was killed 
in April 1971. · 

After graduating from Newark 
College of Engineering, he en­
tered the Army, serving as an 
infantryman. 

The son of Nelson and Pauline 
Serven of 760 East Crescent 
Ave., he was born in Hackensack 
·and had lived in Ramsey until 
entering the Army. 

Spec. 4 C. M. Winters 

RUTHERFORD - Christo­
pher M. Winters, son of Mr. ~nd 
Mrs. John A. Winters, was born 
and rah'\ed in Rutherford. At 19, 
after graduating from high 
school, he e·nlisted in th~ Army: 
· By joining up, Spec. 4 Winters 
followed the exampies of his two 
brothers - John, who served in · 
Vietn'am, and Anthony, who· was 
stationed in Germany when 
Christopher went to Vietnam: 

After eight months in South­
east Asia~ Spec. 4 Winters; 21, 
was killed in action, in May 1971. 

Lt~ Richard Green 

GLEN ROCK - Richard 
Green was in Vietnam less than 
two months. The West Point 
graduate's parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. Howard Green, · have a 
bronze star, with V for Valor, 
which he received on Nov. 13, 
1971, for exposing himself to fjre 
during an ambush in Tay Ninh 
province and for leading his peo,­
ple to safety. " His excellent 
leadership resulted in no casual­
ties to . his men," it read. 

On Dec. 3, 1971, he was killed 
in action. His death was the re·­
sult of misdirected fire of forces 
engaging the enemy, an Army 
spokesman said . It was called a 
battlefield mishap .. 

Capt; Normand T. Aubert 

PALISADES PARK - Nor­
mand T. Aubert's 28-year career 
began and ended on the sea . It 
spanned three wars-he ' joined 
the U.S. Army Transport Corps 
in World War II and was trans­
ferred to the Military Sealift 
Comm1lnd fi>r Korea and Viet­
nam - and· included more than 
its share of heroism. 

"'He performed an heroic res­
cue of a WAC washed overboard 
into the Atlantic and received 
the Distinguished · Sea. Rescue 
Award in 1.965," says an account 
written for The Record after his 
death, at the age of 48, on May 
27, 1971 . "He came to the assist­
ance of the USNS Suamico and 
took it in tow under extremely 
adverse conditions to safe an­
chorage." 

He died of an apparent heart 
.attack aboard his ·ship, the USNS 
Greenville Victory, in the waters 
off Vietnam. His wife and a 
daughter, both of Palisades 
Park, survived him. 

Spec. 4 Michael McHale 

DUMONT - Michael J . Mc­
Hale, 22, drove an Army jeep in 
Vietnam. 

In March 1970 he was almost 
back to camp with supplies when 
a South Vietnamese truck cut 
him off on a one-lane road. He 
swerved the jeep into a rice pad­
dy. 

It was April when he called his 
parents, Henry and Mary Mc­
Hale, from a Naval Hospital in 
the states . They hadn't heard 
he'd · been injured. Eventually, 
he tried to return to work. 

He died in October of 1971 in 
Englewood Hospital. His back 
had been broken when the jeep 
fell on top of him in the rice pad­
dy. -

S. Sgt. Robert .Vennik 

. WYCKOFF - S. Sgt. Robert 
N. Vennik, 26, was the third 
Wyc)rnff man killed in Vietnam. 
The son of Mr. and Mrs: Nicho­

·las Vennik, he graduated from 
·Ramapo Re.gional High School. 

After joining the Army in 
·April 1965, Sgt. Vennik s·erved 
in Alaska and was sent to Viet­
nam in 1968 .. He was a heavy­
·equipment operator from No­
vember 1969 to F:P.bruary 1970 
and received the Purple Heart. 
for a leg wound. 

In August 1971, Sgt. Vennik 
was killed when an armored per­
sonnel carrier was struck by a 
rocket grenade. 

Sgt. Vennik was married and 
the father of a son. 

1972 
With almost the last of 

American ground troops 
withdrawn, the North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong 
launched the largest of­
fensive since 1968: South 
Vietnamese troops · were 
routed in the first month. 

President Nixon or· 
dered the mining of Hai­
phong Harbor and heavy 
bombing in the north. 
Russian and Chinese ships 
were hit but the mild pro· 
test made it clear that the 
large Communist powers · 
did not want to become ·in­
volved in a confrontation· 
over Vietnam.' 

A combination of 
American air power and: 
possibly stiff er resistance 
by the . South Vietnamese 
finally halted the" North 
Vietnamese advance, -but 
much of the lost territory· 
was n'ot reg~ine,d. 

The year drew to rz close 
with first a promise of 
peace and then shattered 
hopes as Nixon ordered . 
waves of B~SZ 's over Ha­
noi in the heaviest bomb· 
ing ·of the war. 

Capt. B. L. Tehault 

ORADELL - The ground 
troops were well on their ·way 

·home or secure in protected en­
claves in 1972, but the pilots con­
tinued to fly. 

Benjamin Tebault, 29, was on 
his second tour. He was :i. veter­
an pilot who had been awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
a Bronze Star and a Purple 
Heart. 

He was returning from a 
bombing run in Binh Dinh prov­
ince last June, when his F-4 
Phantom jet crashed in the jun­
gle. 

Capt. Tebaulf was married to. 
the former Patr icia Jones of Or­
adell. 

He was the last known Bergen 
.resident to die in the war, 

1973 
II' ith the outlook af(ain 

darl..·. Pre.~ident '\'ixoll 
halted the bombinf( of 
llalloi and peace . nexotia­
tiolls resumed. Abruptly. 
Oil Jan. 2.1. \"ixon an-
nounced a " <'ea.~e-fire · 
a/(reemellt had been 

. reached alld 1rn11ld f(O into 
effect Oil Saturday. Jan. 
2;-. 

In 11 years,. the longest 
war in American history, 
46,000 A .mericl(ns had 
been killed. 
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