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ROAD BECONNAISAICE 110 53 

FRCM: Kanchanaburi No 5850 

TO: Three Pagodas Paas 

Map Ref: AMS I-509, Sheet ND 47-2, 6 
Date of Recen: 5-l.6 October 1962 

DISTANCE TRAVELED: 

Train: 
Rice boat: 
Elephant and foot: 

UNIT: 

40 mil.ea 
150 mi.lee 
100 mile• 

Co E, lat BG, 35th Int 

MISSION: 

Recon the Kwai river valley to within fift (5) miles of the Burma 
border mrk•d b;y the Three Pagodas Pass. 

SUMMARY: 

Fifteen select Tolunteers with one interpretor and four guides caapoaed 
the personnel uke-ap of the patrol. Four carbines, eight Ml.1e, and two .45 
oa.Uber pistol.a with basic load tor each weapon, ecmpriaed the patrol's arm­
...t. We boarded the train in Kanchanaburi at 1100 hours, 5 October 1962, 
and traveled to 5a1 Yok:, No 1759, the end of the track, arriving at approx­
imatel1' 1600 hours the sate dq. In three and om halt days we reached the 
first village of 8ll1" eigniticant sise. Blisters and pack eoree were the 
JD&jor problem during this phase. Also, several stops were required. to preTent 
heat exhaustion. We spent one day and two nights in the village of Thm Pak 
Hlca. I deeaed it necesa&rT to atq that loog to permit blisters to heal, and 
Jl&intai nance of personal gear and weapons to be accomplished. While we were 
there we were told that there were tour river crossings enroute to the next 
town of S&nclot Buri, "All too S1d.!t and wide to cross accordi.ll8 te the district 
officer. Conaidering the condition of the •en's feet an¢ ,tootgear a.nd the risk 
inherent in swift river crossings, I elected to secure river transportation if 
possible. The morning of the tenth we lett Than Pak Phan by rice boat and 
arrived in Sanclot Buri the following afternoon. We were taken to the Border 
Police station to pick up rations and then taken to the American mission. 
Reverend Paul s. Dodge provided food and shelter for us and secured three ele­
phants to c&r17 supplies for the remainder of the patr•l. We left Sanclot Buri 
the following morning and proceeded on foot to the ccmpletion of our mission. 
Returned to the mission the next dq and attel'llhd to our :mainta.i.nance require­
ments. The morning of the fourteenth the patrol left Sanclot Buri, again by 
boat, and arrived at 2230 hours in Than Pak Phan. We proceeded by boat down 
r 1 ver to Kancha.na.buri, and arrived at 2200 hours, 16 October 1962. 



ROAD REC()N)lAISANCE NO 53 (CONT) 

MILITARY ASPECTS OF TERRAII: 

The KlRU. river valley varies in width !rem approximateq 50 kilometers 
to less than 10 at it's narrowest. The length of the valley !ran Kanchan­
aburi to the three pagodas pase is approximateq l.30 miles. 

Throllghout the length and breadth of the valley, jungle undergrowth pre­
vails. There are very tew areas suitable tor mortar emplacements or artillery 
weapons and these areas are wide~ scattered. The high ground along both sides 
ot the valley is extreme]¥ rugged and largeq unsuitable tor large caliber wea­
pons emplacements. 

The roads and trails are impassible to wheeled vehicles during the rainy 
season. It is doubtf'ul. that heavey tracked vehicles could travel in this area 
during the ra11J1' season. 

The Kwai river could offer the most suitable route of approach to an in­
vading e~. The swift current and light de:Cenaea would facilitate a deep 
penetration before a suitable defense could be establiahed. 

Land warfare in this area would ot necessity be confined to small unit, 
guerilla type, operations employing a Dl&Xim.ull of boob7 trap de'ri.cea and .._ 
bush tactics. 

RESUPPLY: 

Aerial. resupply would be very difficult due to the jungle growth which 
often obscures the trails tor several miles. Resuppq would best be acc<m­
pliahed by utilizing the river and. tributaries. 

RECCJ0.1ENDATIONS: 

l. New load c&rrJing gear ahou.ld be utilized - the back pack on the TA-21 
adds toe much heat. 

2. Optimum in toot.wear would be ccnbat boots with htg aole•J ccmbat 
boots keep the feet cbi;er for a greater length of time. 

3. IJ.ttle or no "C" rations should be carried on extended patrols - the 
added weight is unnecessary in new of the fact that f oocl is abundant in the 
jUDgle. 

4. Use ot elephants should be kept to a minimum. They are extr.el.T 
slow and require umue attentionJ coat $ 5.00 per and carry JM.ximua load of 220 lbo 

5. Two guides should be maximull llUllber tor ~ aise patrol. Four have 
great difficlilty uniting on a decision of routes. 

/),A •• :;t, I A:-c.,,---
MONTE T SLOAN 
2d Lt, Infantry 



SHEET NOl 
OF 2 SHEETS 

MR 8 

t 
I 
\ 
\ 
'\ 

' -
" \ 

\ 
\ 

- '\. 

\ 
\ 

' 

SAIYOK---M---

ANNEX C: Strip Map To RR# 53 
Mar REF: THAILAND 
ND 47-6,7,11 1:250,000 

NOTE : ~ f I I I ' 

3-----
4 • • • • - - - - -

RAIL ROAD 
FOOT 
RICE BOAT 
ELEFHANT & FOOT 

' 
\. 
\ 

'\ 

' ' 

NR 2 

7 

NR 3 

4 --"""-+------

KAN CHAN BURI 
START OF RR# 53 

NR 5 



-.r-
i 

/ 

H 

~ 
P" 

~ 
H ::r: 
~ 

0 
~ 
Cl) 

RIVER KHWAE 
Rice boat 

'°' 
ga, 

/ 
I 

N 

__ ./ 
---

I 
I 

I Foot 

-
I 

./ 

I 
I 

/ 

/ 

/ 
./ 

C\l . 
@ 

i 
Cl) 


