





















































ROAD RECONNAISANCE NO 53
FROM: Kanchanaburi No 5850

TO: Three Pagodas Pass

Map Ref: AMS 1-509, Sheet ND 47-2, 6
Date of Recen: 5-16 October 1962

DISTANCE TRAVELED:

Train: 40 miles
Rice boat: 150 miles
Elephant and foeot: 100 miles

UNIT:
Co E, lst BG, 35th Inf
MISSION:

Recon the Kwai river valley to within five (5) miles of the Burma
border marked by the Three Pagodas Pass,

SUMMARY :

Fifteen select volunteers with one interpretor and four guides composed
the persennel make-up of the patrol. Four carbines, eight Ml's, and two .45
caliber pistols with basic load for each weapon, ccmprised the patrel's arm-
ament. We boarded the train in Kanchanaburi at 1100 hours, 5 Octeber 1962,
and traveled to Sai Yok, No 1759, the end of the track, arriving at approx-
imately 1600 hours the same day. In three and one half days we reached the
first village of any significant size. Blisters and pack sores were the
major problem during this phase. Also, several stops were required to prevent
heat exhaustion. We spent one day and two mights in the village of Tham Pak
Phom, I deemed it necessary to stay that long to permit blisters to heal, and
maintainance of personal gear and weapons to be accomplished. While we were
there we were told that there were four river crossings enroute to the next
town of Sanclot Buri, "All too swift and wide to cross according te the district
officer. Considering the condition of the men's feet and footgear and the risk
inherent in swift river crossings, I elected to secure river transportation if
possible. The morning of the tenth we left Thom Pak Phom by rice boat and
arrived in Sanclot Buri the following afternoon. We were taken to the Border
Police Station te pick up rations and then taken to the American mission.
Reverend Paul S. Dodge provided food and shelter for us and secured three ele-
phants to carry supplies for the remainder of the patrel. We left Sanclet Buri
the following morning and proceeded on foot to the cempletion of our missien.
Returned to the mission the next day and attemfied to our maintainance require-
ments. The morning of the fourteenth the patrecl left Sanclot Buri, again by
boet, and arrived at 2230 hours in Thom Pak Pham. We proceeded by boat down
river to Kanchanaburi, and arrived at 2200 hours, 16 October 1962,



ROAD HECONNAISANCE NO CONT
MILITARY ASPECTS OF TERRAIN:

The Kwail river valley varies in width from approximately 50 kilometers
to less than 10 at it's narrowest, The length of the wvalley fram Kanchan-
aburi to the three pagodas pass is approximately 130 miles.

Throughout the length and breadth of the valley, jungle undergrowth pre-
vails. There are very few areas suitable for mortar emplacements or artillery
weapons and these areas are widely scattered. The high ground along both sides
of the valley is extremely rugged and largely unsuitable for large caliber wea-
pons emplacements.,

The rosds and trails are impassible to wheeled vehicles during the rainy
season. It is doubtful that heavey tracked vehicles could travel in this ares
during the rainy season.

The Kwai river could offer the most suitable route of approach to an in-
vading enemy. The swift current and light defenses would facilitate a deep
penetration before a suitable defense could be established.

Land warfare in this area would of necessity be confined to small unit,
guerilla type, operations employing a maximum of booby trap devices and am~
bush tactiecs.

RESUPPLY :

Aerial resupply would be very difficult due to the jungle growth which
often obscures the trails for several miles. Resupply would best be accan~-
plished by utilizing the river and tributaries.

RECOMMENDATIONS ¢

1. New load carrying gear should be utilized -~ the back pack on the TA-21
adds toe much heat.,

2. Optimum in footwear would be combat boots with lug soles; cambat
boots keep the feet drier for a greater length of time.

3. Little or no *C" rations should be carried on extended patrols - the
added weight is unnecessary in view of the fact that food is abundant in the

jungle.

4o Use of elephants should be kept to & minimum., They are extremely
slow and require undue attention; cost $ 5.00 per and carry maximum load of 220 b,

5. Two guides should be maximum number for anmy sige patrol. Four have
great diffjiculty uniting on a decision of routes.
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MONTE T SLOAN
2d It, Infantry









