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M·edal Of · . Honor 
To PFC Olive 

SAIGON, (USARV-10)-President Lyndon 8. Johnson last week awarded the Medal 
of Honor posthumously to a 19-year-old Negro soldier of the 173rd Airborne Brigade 
for "conspicuous gallantry" in Vietnam. . · 

The award was made to PFC Milton B. Olive ' Ill, a member of Co. 8, 2nd/ 503rd 
Inf. The medal was pre-sented to th~ soldier's father in ceremonies in Washington, D.C. 

Private First Class Olive was killed qn Oct: 22, 1965 when he leaped on a Viet Cong 
grepade and smothered the blast with his body. His action is credited with saving the 
lives of four companions. · 

Olive is the third person, Fi.re v·ic'·ims _A.ided and the first Negro, to win g 
the Nation's highest award 
in Vietnam. The first was QUI · NHON, (1st LOG-IO) -
Capt. Roger H.C. Donlon, a More than 100 Vietnamese left 
Special Forces advisor, the 
second Sgt. Larry S. Pierce, 
alf ) of the 173rd Abn. Bde. 

Donlon received the awa1·d 
for gallantry in the defense 
vi the Nam Dong Special 
Forces in July, 1964. Pierce 
was decorated posthumously 
for shielding his squad from 
the blast of an enemy mine. 

homeless by a !;>laze which gutted 
their neighborhood here have 
been provided food and shelter by 
the 1st Logistical Command. 

The fire, which began early 
last week, swept quickly through 
the village, more than a mile 
from the nearest military instal­
lation. Fire fighting equipment 
from the "Log's" 245th Engineer 
Detachment, Army Support Com­
mand, Qui Nhon, was rushed .to 
the scene to assist Vietnamese 
firemen in battling the blaze, but 
the inferno was not quelled• until 
135 person:; had their homes 
de~troyed. 

Members of the command's 
civic action office quickly re­
sponded to the refugees' needs, 
putting up two large Army gen­
eral purpose tents to serve as 
temporary living quarters. More 
than 1,500 pounds of canned foods 
were donated to the fire victims. 

The U. S. Agency for Interna· 
tional Development (USAID) is 
providing }:ice, other canned 
foods, powdered milk, blankets 
and clothing as a relief measure. 
· Steps . have also been taken by 

USAID to procure _ c'onstruction 
materials for rebuilding the de­
stroyed homes. 

(~ 

CHIEF ·oF STAFF HERE-General Harold K. John­
son, Army Chief of Staff, is welcomed at Tari Son Nhut 
by General W.C. Westmoreland, COMUSMACV. General 
Johnson ai-rived last week to tour Army units in Viet­
nam. (Photo by USARV-IO) 

25th lnl Tropps 
A warJecl Silver Star 
CU CHI, (25th INF-IO) - Gen- I pinned down by intense mat!hine 

eral Harold K. Johnson, Army gun and small arms fire Ser­
Chief of Staff, presented Silver geant Imae continuously e~posed 
Star Medals recently to two himself to hostile fire to personal­
Tropic Lightning soldiers in cere- ly direct the return fire oY his 
monies at the 25th Infantry Divi- men. 
sion's base camp. During the course of action, he 

The awards went to SSgt. was wounded in the left arm but 
Hachiro Imae, Company C, 1st refused medical aid and evacua­
Battalion (Mechanized), 5th In- tion and continued to direct the 
fantry, 2nd Brigade, and Sp4 actions of his patrol. Because of 
Keith R. Morris, Battery B, 1st his leadership and devotion to 
Battalion, 8th Artillery, 25th In- duty, the patrol was successful 
fantry Division. The citations in breaking contact with a nu· 
were read by Maj. Gen. Fred C. merically superior Viet Cong 
Weyand, 25th Division Command- force. 
er. 

Both were honored for gal­
lantry in action while serving 
with the 25th Infantry Division in 
the Republic of Vietnam. The 
awards were made before Gen­
eral Johnson's address to officers 
and noncommissioned officers of 
the division at Lightning Theatre. 

Sergeant Im a e distinguished 
himself on February 18 while 
serving as patrol leader of a 
reinforced ambush patrol which 
became encircled by a Viet -Cong 
company near Cu Chi. Although 

Specialist Morris distinguished 
himself on April 5 while serving 
as radio-teleJ?hone operator for an 
artillery forward observer team~ 
supporting another company in 
the vicinity of Trung Lap. During 
a pre-dawn attack by an estimat­
ed battalion of hard core Viet 
Cong, · Specialist Mo r r i s was 
wounded, but repeatedly exposed 
himself to hostile fire to call in 
artillery fire on hostile positions. 
· During the course of actiQn, 

Specialist Morris' team leader 

Olive's father, stepmother 
and 20 other relatives were 
flown from Chicago to Wash­
ington in an Air Force plane. 
Also present at the ceremony 
were two of the men whose 
lives were saved by Olive's 
heroiC action. 

Cabinet members, Con­
-gressmefi, high , government 
officials and military leaders 
attended the c~remony ih the 

ROK Tiger Div. ·Reinforced 
was seriously wounded and lost 
consciousness. Specialist Morris 
assumed the position of team 
leader and continued to call in 
artillery fire in support pf the 
beleaguered company. · 

White House. ·• · " ' 

VC --G~r9u-p 
Surrende-rs 
To 101st 

TUY HOA, (lOlst ABN-IO)­
Five Viet Cong hamlet-guerrillas 
have surrendered to elements of 
the 101st AirJ?orne. Division. 

The men identified themselves 
as the remainder pf a11 eleven 
man hamlet squ.ad. They sur­
rendered with tlieir weapons, Chi· 
nese Communist 7.62mm Mauser 
rifles, to the 1st Battalion, 327th 
Infantry approximately 15 miles 
south of the 101st forward ai;ea 
encampment at Tuy Hoa. 

The squad signed a statement 
in which they declared: "We 
were deep in the forest of un­
healthy climate and hardships, 
with the Communists. 

"Than1cs to the allied liberation 
forces and the airborne loud­
speakers and leaflets which we 
picked up, we have returned to 
the National Government.,,. 

This is the first instance of an 
entire enemy group surrendering 
to the lOlst's 1st Brigade since 
they began operations in Phu Yen 
Province. 

TIGERS ASHORE-Korean soldiers of the fa1:11ed Tiger Division hold a welcoming 
banner as 3600 of their cou·ntrymen swarm ashore at Qui Nhon. The additional 
troops arrived to beef up the ROK division. (Photo by Dirck Halstead, UPI) 

The citation stated, "His adjust­
ments of a.rtillery fire were so 
accurate and devastatin)j that 
the final assault of the Viet Cong 
was broken and co~t the hostile 
force numerous casualties." 

No Dessert 
For 'Charlie' 

CU CHI, (25th INF-10)-Viet 
Cong guerrilla:, are getting no <'!. 
dessert in this area. 

During the recently-conducted 
25th Infantry Divi~ion "Operation 
Circle Pines," Company C, 1st 
Battalion, 5th Mechanized Infan­
try, captured two caches contain· 
ing five tons of rice and five 
metal tins of brown sugar. 

The brown sugar is eaten by 
guerrillas for quick energy be· 
fore battle. It also makes a tasty 
dessert in contrast to the bland 
daily diet of rice. 

Captain James C. Andress, 
company commander, sa-id the 
sugar was found in an under· 

, ground Viet Cong hiding place. 
One of ·· he rice caches was booby· 
trapped and the r'ice was de­
stroyed. The other cache of rice 
was given to friendly villagers. 

In addition to the rice and 
brown sugar, the 5th Mech. com- ·J. 
pany captured some equipment, 
including three boxes containing 
about 90 flashlights. 

, _ 
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Editorial: 

'Big John' Is Dead 
By USARV-PMO 

The following story is taken from the files of the 
Criminal Investigation Division, USARV. The facts oc­
cuqed as stated. The only changes made are those 
designed to p.votect ide11tities. 

THE WISE GUY 

THE ARMY REPORTER 29, 

Well you can't say there isn't a rough sort of justice 
in this wodd. It's a shame though that a guy only 24 
years . old has got to die to prove it. But you've got to 
admit, he did ask for it. You ean't be a wise guy with . 
a deadly weapon and expect to get away clean. Like we 
afways do in these cases, let's call our man John Doe. 

: John was born on Dec. 5, 1941, in a small town in 
Illinois. John was like most of us except . he had a bad 
temper and he had a complex. John was a big man in ' 
his own eyes you see, and n o one was going. to pu~ him , 

"down. 
On a day in 1965 John was driving a 21h-ton truck 

west out of Qui Nhon on R.oute 19. . He had another man 
in the vehicle with him. John was doing about 40 miles 
per hour when a Vietnamese 'truck passed him. This ;; .. 
bothered John. He was too big to be pasi;;ed, but he was PLENTY OF CARE-Sergeant Arville M. Hicks wears a smile as (left to right) 
feeling generous so he just swore at the · other driver and Maj. Janet A. Bachmeyer~ Lt. Judith E. Smith, Lt. Sarah ·L. Fletcher, and Cant. 
let hi.m go on: Myra L. By.ars, all Army nm·ses, gather at his bedside. Sgt. Hicks was on~ of t he 

About two minutes later an American 2% -ton truck first patients received at the 17th Field Hospital after it became -ari' •'.2\rm_y installat1"on. 
started to pass John. Now you know this was too much. 
John was cool though. Looking straight ahead as if he (Photo by Sp4 Gabriel A. Saad, 69th Pictorial Det.) 
saw nothing John increased his speed to stop the Qther " 
d1·iver from getting around him. As the other driver ·did A wards & Decorations: 
45 in an effort to pass, John did 45 also. Whep the other 

inan'did 50, John was ri~ht with him. , P.~S.:S lW REVJZf.W . There was traffic in the oncoming lane and at those · 
speeds it came up fast. All at once the driver tryin~ to · . , . · 
pass knew he had to get back to the right, fast-or die. SILVER STAR 
He hit his brakes and cut to the right but when he (Posthumous) 
did he he~an to fishtail. John's feeling of being the big PFC Simmie Bellamy Jr. 
:man didn't last too long. The other truck h.it his, just Sp4 Michael T. Mulvaney 
back of the cab and forced him off · the road onto the Sgt. Robert A. Gray 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING Capt. Edward D. Pierce 
CROSS SFC Charles L. ·Davidson 

(Posthumous) 1st Lt. James A. Gardner 
WO· Raymond L. Ford Sp4 Eduardo D. Gonzalez 

shoulde1·. John fought the wheel for over 100 feet before . SILVER STAR 
the truck left the shoulder and overturned in a field. Capt. Richard E. Spriggs 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING SgL Woodrow W. ·Ham Ji·. 
CROSS Sp4 Dennis W. Malewski 

1st Lt. Eugene H. Hefter Sp4 Jerry D. Lewis 
Th t 1 1 d d to f J h Lt. Col. Robert Haldane 

e rue l an e on p o o . n. Capt. . George F. Dalley . 
Sp5 ll.1iehael W : Schrumph PFC Dennis R. Bruce 
1 Lt J l w R · PFC Paul E. Labrecque Jr. 

. He bled to death under t.h:it truck. ~omehow his pas- Sp4 Keith R. Morris 
senger aud the other truck driver made it OK, not John LEGION · OF '~l\'1-ERIT 

st · 0 m · · amey SFC Willi.·s Watson ' 
CWO Richard C. Goff • 

1 '" Maj, John w. Dean 2nd Lt. David L. J!.:orce 
though. John had to play dangerous games. This time I Maj. Edith M. Nuttall 
J:ie got caught. Col. Harold W. Rice 

c t B G B Sp4 James L. Fain· 
ap · obby · riggs Sp4 Bruce L. Marosifes 

~haplain 's Corner 
SOLDIER'S MEDAL PFC Edward S. Graves 

Pvt. William D. Hines PFC Ronald C. Cavinee 
Capt. Jo:hn L. Dascanio BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

W. h I N • "hb ? SSgt. Charles F. Mendat Capt. Richard R. Sklar II 

0 S MY . . e~g or Sp4 Raml.ly L. Pacheco PFC Humberto Robles 
'. . ' · iJ ~ · 0 BRONZE STAR MEDAL Sgt. Billy A. McKeithe-

(Posthumous) - Sgt. Paul D . . Shamp 
: Chaplain (Capt.) Danny bor?" (Luke 10). The "religi- •may be of another culture SSgt. Johnson F. Franks SFC Marcus L . Huston 

W. Burttram ous teacher" answered that or walk of life; he may be Sp4 Irwin Clarke J r . SFC Ear1: L. · Petty 
: Once .there was a man who h 1 · th f th t " 1 PFC Joseph J. Reilly MSgt: Wiley W. Gray e was . as ang e Yirong o ano er race or na 10na - PFC Jack L. Himes Sgt. ·Joseph· Schwerdtfeger . 
was more interested in justi- question. T4e real quel:)tion ity. But if he needs me, he PFC Bobby J. B.ras:well Sp5' James W. 'W1:ight 
fying his own actions than with which men should be is my neighbor. PFC Lamar D. Freder~ck SSgt. James R. Powell 
he was in assuring that his concerned, is this one:. to James Thurber has an un- 1st Lt: Jolm F. Sanford PFC David L, Cybulski 
actions conformed to what whom should I be a neigh- . SFC William H. Hubbard SSgt. Elton G. Colvin ~ -
:fie believed to be right. He bor? And the answer to that orthodox way of saymg we PSgt. Eugene F. Robinson PFC Sheri-id Griffin • 
asked...a man he took to be a question from the Christian d~m't always use . this prin- ~F_C_K_<:_n~e_t_h_A~. _B_o_d_el_l __ -"-~ _ s_p_4_C_h_a...:,.1jes :ty~arks 
~eligious teacher a question: framework is that I am to c1ple about our neighbor. He · -- --
'~I know I'm supposed to be a neighbor to whomever tells a fable of a mongo()se · '.!l'Ur' - -- -
love my neighbor as myself, needs me. He may not have who didn't want to fight :f::'f. ~ "lir. ~· ~tA~f lP 
-~-.,---------------------'- was pro-cobra, or antimon-
but just who is my neigh- the same faith I have· he cobras. Word got out that he v ~ 

~~~:;: ~~~sf~o~h!~i~!ia wh: , . '. · · 4:5=. ~---~-=--~·--:·-~-· f </' 

t will never surrender of my own free will. If in 
command I will n.ever surrender my men while they ·still 
have the means to resist. 

was sick. His brothers said ~-~--
he was a coward, and his · · "" - ~ 
sisters labelled him a "mon­
goose:rnal." Rumors were 'fhe ARMY REPORTbR. is publisl:ied, weekly. under .. 
heard that the monRoose had the supervision @f t fle Infcn-mation, · Ofpce; United States . 
been seen crawling on his 
stowach and tr~g on cobra Army Vietnam and is an authorized Army publicatioQ. The 
_hoods. Finally he "ms tried, command newspaper has a circulati.on of 40,000 and is 
convicted by a show of paws printed in Japan. 
and sentenced to banish- Opinions expressed in thi~ publication ate. not neces- · 
ment . . Thw:ber says the sarily those of the Department of the Army. This news- · 
moral is: "Ashec; to . ashes, paper utilizes the .facilities of the ARMED FORCES 
and clay to clay: if the, PRESS SERVICE and ARMY NEWS· FEATURES. Con- : 
enemy doeE:n't get yoti, your tributions are welcome and may be sent to: THE ARMY , 
own folks ~ay." Bu~ t~e REPORTER, USARV-IO, . APO U.S. Forces ~963Q7 or . 
real moral is that it is telephone ARMY 399. · · 
st range how difficult we find * * * * .~. . 
it when we try to think of Ge W c w 1 d · c 'din G I 
someone who is different n. · · . estmore an · · · · · · · · omman g enera 
from us as our neighbor. Yet Lt.· Gen. Jean E. Engler .. .. .' .: .. ... ...... Depu"'ty CG. 
the Christian faith says he Col. Robert J. Coakley ..... . .. ... . Information Officer . 
is our neighbor if he needs Capt. William · Shirley ....... . ... ... Officer-In-Charge 
us. Perhaps he is the noisy EDITORIAL STAFF . 
guy in the· next tent. Per-
haps he lives in that rnfugee SSgt. Bob Bolia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editor 
hamlet or that orphanage. 8~5 Dick Jo'IDson . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . :Field Co1'respondent 
Who is my neighbor? · Sp4 Mike Kowalczyk . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • • • . Reporter 
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Unknown· 
As' Deadly 
AS VC 

·SONG RE; (173rd · ABN-IO)­
Not every day. in the ·battle area 
means a fight. Just as every_ oper­
ation never guar:antees contact 
with the enemy. Every d'ay the · 
fighting soldier is thrust into 
danger of · one . sort or another, 

·and every day he · must ·face the 
unknown and conquer the fear of 
it. . 
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1st Log's 

'Navy Fleet' 
Expands 

SAIGON, (1st LOC-10)-Seven 
new LCM-8 "mike" boats with 
120,000-pound freight capacities 
have been added to the "navy" 
fleet of the Army's 1st Logistical 
Command to aid in speeding 
military cargo from the port here 
to discharge sites along the vital 
Saigon River water highway. 

The new boats bring the total 
number of marine crart belonging 
to the command's 1099th Trans..­
portation Company to 26. 

So it was with PFC Maurice , 
Halt. His platoon, weapons pla· 
toon, of B Company, 1st Batta· · 
lion, 503rd Infantry, was conduct· 
Ing a search and destroy opera­
tion witli other companies of the 
173rd Airborne Brigade in the 
jungle of Phouc Long Province 
recent!.y. While moving through 
its area of responsibility the pla· 
toon discovered a very deep and 

MEDEVAC "FlRST"~A wounded' soldier is carried from a medeva~ CH-7 Chinook 
chopper in Tan Son Nhut. This was the first medical evacuation by Chinook in the 
III Corps area. This patient was transferred to a USAF aircraft_ for immediate eva­
cuation to the U.S. (Photo by 178th AVN-IO) 

Since the unit's arrival in 
Vietnam last October it has 
mov.ed some 300,000 tons of cargo 
to eight sub-ports along the river 
from Saigon to Vung Tau. The 
1099th hauls supplies ranging 
from food and ammunition to 
complete vehicles. 

elaborate tunnel system. 
The' psl.atoon leader, 1st Lt. Ed­

ward Pleasants, asked for volun­
teers to enter the tunnel. Halt 
stepped forward. 

As Halt prepared to go into the 
'Lurps' Must Have Nine Lives 

tunnel, his buddies stepped for- PHAN THIET, (17th AVN GP· or "Lurp" to the sky soldiers) 
ward to hand him a pistol and 10)-At "· county fair you can I teams had been helilifted into 
a flashlight. The faces of the men pay up to $7.00 for a five-minute strategic locations northwest of 
standing near the opening of the helicopter ride. But in Vietnam the city to verify a suspected Viet 
tunnel were masks of tension and an infantryman on patrol can pay Cong training camp ln the moun-
anxiety. with his life if he doesn't get one. tains. 

Halt lowered himself into the Five members of the 101st Air- At about noon on the next day, 
tunnel. Men braced themselves borne Division operating near the. t.eam was lying in. concealed 
for the nerve-shattering explosion Phan Thiet recently were so positions along a ~rail into !he 
of Viet Cong rifle fire in the tun- anxious to get aboard a 17th camp, when 20 me.n m North Vi.et­
nel. They waited. Aviation Group chopper flown by namese Army uniforms and hve 

"It curves to the right, sir," Capt. James T. Radford that they woi;nen came single. file down ~he 
Halt said. "I'm going around." created their own landing zone t~·a!l. The me_n earned bolt-action 

Halt's head emerged from the for him in the middle of a forest. nfles of various makes and the 
other side of the tunnel. The action occurred as the 10th women had one Red Chinese AK-

"Nothing sir." Avn. Bn. and two battalions of 47 automatic ri~le and ~our 
Men sighed almost unnotice- the lOlst kicked off operation 1:hompson . sub.-machmeguns. The 

ably, relaxed, and moved away. Austin II here recently. At 7 p.m. f1!·st five m line passed by the 
Pleasants handed Halt a cigar- two of the Airborne's Long Range h.1dclen 101st patrol, but when the 
.ette. Reconnaissance Patrol (LRRP- sixth came abreast of them he 
·---------------------------- made a sudden motion with his 

AIRBORNE HOSPITAL-Medical Corpsmen from the 
1st Log Command give life-saving plasma to a wounded 
U.S. soldier while a helic0pter speeds them to a hospital. 
In-flight medical assistance has dropped the Vietnam 
fatality for wounded to less than one percent. 

<Photo by 1st LOG-IO) 

hand and the communists hit the 
dirt. 

They lay on the opposite side 
of the trail from the Americans 
and talked among themselves, 
still apparently unsure of what, if 
anything, they had seen. The five 
soldiers, well-trained for this type 
of encounter, put one enemy each 
in their rifle sights. Suddenly one 
of the women pointed directly at 
the team and raised her Thomp-
son. , 

Five rifle shots rang as one, 
and five dead communists rolled 
into the brush . .Heaving two white 

. phospho!'ous hand grenades to 
cover their escape, the team 
scooped up their gear and moved 
out to the north, covering nearly 
300 yards on the nm. 

"There was just one thought in 
everybody's mind now," Pop 
Tomlinson said, "-find a spot for 
a helicopter to get in. We needed 
one bad. The first half-way clear 

··;;irea we came to, I didn't have 
to say anything. Everybody just 
stopped running, took cover, and 
right away Joseph A. Nash was 
on the radio calling for a chopper." 

The patrol's frantic plea was 
relayed by 10th Battalion Opera­
tions to its 48th Airmobile Com­
pany. Volunteers for an "extrac­
tion under fire"-what chopper 
pilots term one of the riskiest 
missions in the business-were 
requested. Getting volunteers was 
no problem. In fact, as one 17th 
Group platoon commander com­
mented, "When you tell our crews 
there's an extraction mission, 
they're running for those helicop­
ters before you can finish. You 
have to yell the map coordinates 
to them as they go." 

Within 25 minutes after the 
initial call, two armed copters 
and one "slick" ship-no arma­
ment other than door machine­
gunners-were on station over­
head. The trapped patrol lobbed 

red smoke gi:enade~ .on the enemy j they'd either have had to blow 
to mark t~eir P?sit1or:is, and ~he up an awful lot more trees or 
two gunships dived m, pourmg wait till next m o r n i n g if 
rocket and machinegun fire. possible." ' 

Captain Radford, commanding w· 
the slick made a low pass over Ith the new expioslves, the 
the seen~ and looked for a landing team unearthed a fifth tree, and 
site. Clear only in comparison the ~aptain made his final ap­
wlth the sur1·ounding terrain, the proach. As the five gunshi.ps laid 
area was actually dotted with suppressive fire on the penmeter, 
small trees. Landing would be Im· he came in fast and low. Then, 
possible, he radioed the patrol. jus~ ove_r the ~mall clearing, he 
So the Lurps dug out their Com- flared the slup violently. The 
position Four plastic explosives powerful craft stopped its for· 
and blasted away two trees. The ward motio~ with a shudder and 
captain made another pass. "Not began to si.nk, Its tall polnt~d ­
blg enough," he told them. nearly. straight down. Captam 

Two hours after his arrival, Radford leveled the ship with a 
Captain Radford was still circl- s~ooth forward movement of the 
ing. It was late afternoon and he stick and the chopper touched 
had made four unsucces'sful ap- ground, with Its big main rotor 
pToaches to the area. The troop- blades whipping past tree limbs 
ers had gunned down a fourth just Jncl1es away. 
tree with their M-16 rifles but Within five seconds the team 
the clearing was still too tight. w~s on b?ard. An~ as the ?Un· 

When relief arrived the three ships continued theu· st r a f 1 n g 
fuel-poor Hueys mad~ one low runs and the aircraft door 
pass each, dropping the ammo machineguns. chatt~red, the Cap­
from their personal weapons to ~am slowly ll~ted his loaded ship 
the patrol below, then headed mto a maximum peJformance 
back to Phan Thiet. In their takeoff. The bushes b,elow were 
absence, the three relief guns led strewn with unknown !\Umber~ of 
by "Joker" platoon leader, Maj. VC dead. There had been no time 
Lavere Bindrup, held the enemy for a body count. 
at bay. Back in the lOlst base camp 

"lt was really starting to get the following morni".g, th~ Lurps, 
dark now," Captain Radford said, who had taken no casualties, had 
"and the weather was no help . . something to say about 17th 
The ceiling was coming down, it G~·oup ch o PP er pilots. S_P5 
had started to rain and the Richard Clark the team medic, 
visibility was very poor. With the w.as emphatic: "The h.elicopter 
landing zone as small as it was, pilots are t~e only thmg that 
there was just light enough left saved our t~1ls. We would .never 
for one inore try. If that missed, have made it through the mght." 

BROTHERS-Major James E. Hooker (Left) discusses 
the rotor system of a UH-lD with his brother, WO 
Charles E. Hooker. The Hooker brothers both fly with 
the newly formed 17th Aviation Group in Nha Trang. 

(Photo by 17th AVN-10) 
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Bonni·e Bri·ngs Music 
To 1st Bde. Soldi,e·rs 

PHUOC VINH, (1st INF-IO)-A switch clicks, fol­
lowed by a brief hum, then a soft and just slightly sexy 
girl's voice fills the air. She gaily greets her broadcast bud­
dies at Phuoc Vinh, and dedicates 55 minutes of "mostly 
music for the gallant men of the 1st Brigade, Big Red 
One." 

So Radio Phuoc Vinh broadcasts yet another Bonnie 
Joyce Brecl!:en-"Mail Call, Viet­
nam." 

The saga of a Spokane girl, her 
musical tapes, and her interest in 
the men of Phuoc Vinh, started 
just after Christmas with a let­
ter and taped program forwarded 
by the local Chamber of Com­
merce. The first tape was edit­
ed from stereo to monauTal, and 
broadcast over AFRS. 

dubbing. Even the name, Bennie 
Brecken, has a professional ring. 

Bonnie is a senior at East Wash· 
ington State College and is mai· 
oring in English. · Her only radio 
experience has been as a part­
time secretary at her local radio 
station. She tapes at home, wUb · 
her own equipment, especially 
and exclusively for the troopers 
of Phuoc Vinh, presenting a sur­
prising blend of pop and senti· 
mental strains. 

JUNGLE WAITING ROOM-Vietnamese.villagers of Khoa Tl'Ung line up for medical 
treatment from Army. medics of the 4lst Civil Affairs Company assigned to I Field 
Force, Vietnam. (Photo by 54th Sig. Bn.) 

Bonnie agreed to tape other 55-
minute programs, and these have 
been arriving every week or ten 
days, to be immediately broad­
cast. AFRS station personnel said 
she did a near-professional job of 
announcing, cueing and sound 

The 1st ~rigade Commander 
has sent a Letter of Appreciation 
to the Spokane lass, citing her for 
her outstanding efforts in elevat­
ing the morale . of the 1st Bri­
gadiers and cementing relations 
across the Pacific. ·Avn. Bde. 

Holds First 
NCO Confab 

SAIGON, (AVN BDE-IO) 

25th lnl Tro_opers .Urged 
To 'Knock Them All Down' 

;ake 226 .ye~rs of exp~rience in CU CHI, (25th Inf DIV-IO)-One girl asked if it snowed much in Vietnam, a young 
'.Ar~y Aviatwn, .e~bodied 1~ lO boy expressed the minority opinion that Batman is "pretty dumb" and a young lady, 20-
semor non-comm1ss1oned officers years old, wanted someone to write her because she was "lonely." 
gathered in one room, and the In all cases, the letters were simply addressed to "Any American soldier in Vietnam" 
result is an awesome assemblage from an American citizen, and, if nothing more, they all sparkled with good cheer and 
of military expertise that would sincerity for those far away. 
gladden the heart of any com- The avalanche of letters came from all seetions of the Unitedr States, i from eight-
mander . year-old boys to an 82-year-old 

Brigadier General George P. great grandmother, and the men 
..... · Se ff Jr commander of the at Cu Chi gobbled them up. 

u Se Ar~y Aviation Brigade, The men of the 2n.d .Brigade of 
fa·c~d just such a gathering this the 25.th Infantry D1v1S1on f~und 
week as he addressed the Brigade East.e1 car.as from the 7!h. g1 ~de 
Sergeants Maj 0 r Conference ~lass ~f .. Rittenhouse Jumo1 High 
here. The Sergeants Major from m No1ustown, Pa. They fo~n~ 
the Brigade's two Av i at i 0 n letters. from those devoutly r~b~1-
Groups and seven Aviation Bat- ous, f1om those shoutmg patnobc 
talions were hosted by Bde. Sgt. e~couragement, fro1:1 those ~ho 
Maj. Lawrence Kennedy in the simply wanted to ':11te to a. G.I. 
two day meeting, which was One ev.e.n came from a. Bronx, 
climaxed by General Seneff's N.Y .. ~nl ~ho was. aga~nst ~he 
informal talk. admm1strat10n's. policy m Viet-

nam, but she still wanted to say 
that "even those of us who are 
anti-war haven't forgotten you." 

AcknoWledging the invaluable 
position of the sergeant major in 
tbe Army command structure, 
General 'Seneff spoke of his 11lans 
for the newly formed Aviation 
Brigade, and outlined the steps 
the senior non-commissioned of­
ficers could take to insure the 
.success of tbe Brigade's mission. 

The conference was the first 
of what Sergeant Major Kennedy 
plans as a series of quarterly 
meetings, intended to improve 
working relationships· within the 
Brigade, to air mutual problems 
and to improve the operational 
and administrative functions of 
all the units of the Brigade. 

"I feel this conference was a 
real success, and that its results 
will be very beneficial to our 
commanders," said Sergeant 
Major Kennedy. "We were able 
to bring out into the open many 
things that we senior NCO's can 
solve before they become prob­
lems that require our command­
ers ' attention." 

Attending the conference were 
Sergeants Major Laurice B. Mc­
Bride, 1~th Aviation Group; 
James R. McLin, 17th Aviation 
Group; Henry B. Hannum, 
10th Aviation Battalion; Law­
rence OaKley, 11th Aviation Bat­
talion; John Stepanek, 13th Avia­
tion Battalion; Robert Spears, 

"I'm involved in so many 
extracurricular and social activi­
ties," she wrntc, "that I don't 
even have time for my school 
work. Tomonow, I'm c u t t i n g 
school and going on a 11rotest 
marclt to Albany . . . I'm just 
busy, busy, · busy." 

Most of the letters begin, "I 
wish this letter could be a little 
more personal but it's hard to 
write to someone whose name you 
don't know. I don't know you and 
you don't know me. I find it 
strange to write someone I don't 
know . . . " But most of them 
end, "Please write.". 

Among the younger set, school 
seems to predominate in their 
thinking. 

.During the transit strike in New 
York, one girl, a sophomore at 
Mater Christi High School, wrote 
that the parochial high schools 
have been c 1 o s e d today and 
"probably the rest of the week, 
I hope." 

Sherry Campbell, 13. of Rich­
mond, Va., says she's in the 
seventh grade. "I hate my Eng­
lish and history teacher. She's so 
mean. I don't know how she can 
live with herself. If you see her 
in the morning before school and 
say, 'Hi!' she just gives ya a 
dirty look. And it's not just me­
nobody likes her! Oh well, so 
much for her." 

guys," be wrote, "because you 
guys at least get · to fight for 
what you want, but us, we can't 
fight the school so we have to 
go." 

Johnathan Watson 14 of Gore, 
Okla ., said he'd be doing better 
in school if he could keep his 
mind off of girls long enough. 
Roger Christensen, 11, A 1 den, 
Minn., was apparently having 
problems, too. "I am in the sixth 
grade at Alden School, hope to 
go to the seventh this fall." 

But a girl from Kenmore, N.Y., 
seemed to have more trouble 
than all of them. "I have a ball 
in gym," she offered, "Once we 
pushed the gym teacher in the 
shower (me), knocked over water 

barrels, pushed open the gym 
door (boys and girls take gym 
separately), let loose snakes, 
spiders, worms, etc., danced on 
the lockers (me and my idea) and 
hid in the · locker room after 
school sports (I don't try this 
very often)." 

Sometimes the younger ones 
write about home life. One 13-
year-old has three sisters and no 
brothers and he is quite unhappy 
about it. "About having three sis­
ters and no brothers," he said, 
"it was a bad deal but my 
parents couldn't help it. I have 
two girls I like a lot. Last Friday 
I went to a dance at school but I 
got the fl1,1 there and had a pretty 
miserable time." 

'-
The program manager of her 

radio station is preparing pictures 
of his broadcasting belle to dis­
patch to the troops of the Big One 
at Phuoc Vin!., as proof that she 
is as attractive as her voice and 
her program on tape-Mail Call­
Vietnam. 

USO Opens 
Club At 
Cam Ranh Bay 

CAM RANH BAY, (1st LOG-IO) 
-The men of the U.S. Army, Ail' 
Force and Navy stationed at this 
major port facility now have a 
USO club providing off-duty rec­
reation. 
· The new facility has the first 

snack bar on the peninsula, plus 
a lounge and recreation area. 
Miss Byrdie· Lee, director of the 
new club, expects 1,500 men to 
use · the new facility _daily. 

Brigadier General Arthur L. 
Fr:iedman, commanding general 
of the U.S . Army Depot, ..Cam 
Ranh Bay, offic_ially opened the 
club, and then enjoyed the first 
milk shake made in the new snack 
facility. ~ 

. 52nd Aviation Battalion; Louis 
• Dubrey, 145th Aviation Battalion; 

Grant J. McBee, of the Brigade 
Headquarters Company. 

Douglas Crawford, 12, of Rich­
mond, W. Va., was proud 
of American accomplishments in 
Vietnam. "I 1·eally envy you 

SWEET TEETH-Sergeant First Class David T. Chilensky, an Army medical adv~sor 
at Hieu Xuong village near Tuy Hoa, passes out candy to outstretched hands of Viet­
namese childi·en. (Photo by I FFV-IO) 

1--
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46th Engineers Help 
Refugees Start Anew 

LONG BIHN, (18th EB-IO) -
The 46th Engineer Battalion is 
assisting over 2000 refugees to 
start life anew after being forced 
by the Viet Cong to flee their 
homes . 

The village of Xuan Tra, locat­
ed 15 miles east of Bien Hoa, 
was founded when the refugees 
were routed from their homes in 
Tra Co. The 46tlt, as part of 
their civic action program adopt. 
eel this village last December: At 
that thne some of the 11eople 
were still living in shacks made 
of cardboard boxes. 

In speaking with the villagers 
through an interpreter, it was 
discovered that many of them 
had been carpenters, masons, 
and blacksmiths before they had 
been forced to flee. However, all 
their tools had been left behind. 

W .AR ZONE "C"-A chopper roars off after dropping Vietnamese· "Striker" troops 
and their American advisors in War Zone C, on the Cambodian border northwest of 
Saigon. The trnops raided VC villages in the area. (Photo by Steve Northup, UPI)) 

Through funds from the Ameri­
can Legion, the battalion made 
available to the people one car­
penter's kit for every two car­
penters , and mason's and black-

Engineered 
Observation 
Tree House? 

Downed 3 Times In 4 Days 
Army Pilot Vows To Return PHUOC VINH, (1st INF-IO) 

Don't call it a tree house, or 
make snide remarks like "Me 
Tarzan, where Jane?" _ this NHA TRANG, (I FFV-10)-First Lieutenant George T. Beckett didn't stay long in 
arboreal retreat is officially and this country-but he saw plenty of the war. 
accurately described as an engi- Wounded in the left arm by a Viet Cong sniper, the helicopter pilot found him-
neered observation. post. self in the 8th Field Hospital here just 29 days after his arrival in Vietnam. 

The well-camouflaged and well- He signed into his unit, the 17th Aviation Group's 129th Airmobile Company, 10th 
shaded s~ructure is perched 75 -Battalion, on March 11, and began flying his "Huey" on combat missions three days 
feet up ir,i a tree between the later. Three of the missions he flew in March were combat assaults. Beckett flew one 
orderly room and mess hall of · d · h It t d t I t 1 h d M h D Co, 7015t Maintenance Batta- of tl1:e troop carriers urmg t ese assau s, ye compare o w1a ay a ea , arc was 
lion at Phuoc Vinh. relatively dull. 

'The five-by-eight foot platform Apr_il was. more eventful. 
is cool, comfortable, and practi- On Apnl 3, .Lieutena~t Beckett 
cal. It has a definite tactical and WO Ronnie D .. G1:iggs, w~re 
ad1rantage, especially at night, sent on a rescue m1ss10n ·to pick 
when infra-red sensor equipment u~ a patrol. ~e~1t out by the lOlst 
is utilized in conjnnction with the Airborne Div!Slon. Th~ patrol had 
.50 cal. machinegun that pnts the been discovered and hit hard. One 
sting to the operation. They have of its members had been cut o_ff 
a field of fire 270 degrees out from ~he rest an~ stood alone m 
to the Ticlge line, and a night the middle of a fleld of elephant 
ohservatiou ran11:e of 400 to 500 grass . The smoke ~renad~ .he had 
m-0ters . and daylight coverage of thrown to m~rk his pos1t10n ~or 
3/4 • mlle, limited only by ac- the rescue aircraft had set fll'e 
curacy. to the grass and drawn the at-

The aerial observatoi·y has all tention of. VC gunners who were 
the 'comforts of home: field phone now zeroing in on his position. 
cOihmun~cations aad a cool and "We knew we were going to get 
shady lounge, complete with re- shot up if we went in after him," 
freshments raised aloft by buck- Lieutenant Beckett recalled from 
et. It has both a swinging rope his hospital bed, "but there was 
ladder and slat steps affixed to no decision to make; we just went 
the tree, · with a canvas covered in. He was going to get killed if 
canopy to protect it from rain. we didn't. " 

The OTiginal construction was a As theil' chopper approached the 
major feat of engineering with paratrooper's position, a sudden 
the heavier' components being burst of enemy fire cauglit the 
hoisted by single snatch-blocks tail rotor. The ship spun sucldenly 
and the sand-bags by hand. and fell. The four crew m~mbers 

\I sm·am.bled oi•t, unhurt, and sig-
-The lofty lounge is manned nulling for the lOlst soldier- to 

around the clock by two-man join them, ran and crawled under 
teams,' who a·re now seriously r;re through the dense grass to 
contemplating erection of a ancther helicopter whose pilots 
crows-nest, or even a penthouse. had also braved e11emy bullets to 

Stith Ord. Co. 
Adop·~s Orphans 

LONG IHNH, (1st LOG-IO) 
The Dan Mai Catholic Orphanage 
here bas been officially adopted 
by ordnance soldiers of the 54th 
O: clnance Company here. 

make the rescue. This one was 
successful and all five, including 
Lieutenant Eedrntt, were returned 
to their units unharmed. 

directly in front of the ship had 
missed the commander and his 
party, torn through the wind· 
shield, smashed the instrument 
panel and hit him. 

considered administrative-a bat­
talion commander of the lOlst 
needed to visit his companies in 
the field, and Lieutenant Beckett, 
along with CWO Dale Swafford, 
was to provide helicopter trans· 
portation. The landing zones were "My arm exploded in blood," 
considered relatively secure, as he said. "Mister Swafford pulled 
combat areas in Vietnam go. In pitch the instant I said I was hit 
one of the company areas, how- 'and we were back in the air. be­
ever a VC sniper opened up when fore I lmew what was happenmg. 
the ~hopper landed and the bat- Our crew chief, PFC Cesar 
talion commander and his staff Guerra, immediately s t a r t e d 
stepped out. patching me up and was able to 
. Lieutenant Beckett said he at least get the bleeding slowed 
thought the sniper's bullet that down. An horn· after it happened 
ripped into his arm, was proba- I was on an operating table in 
bly intended for the ~ommander. the hospital. Those guys saved 
But instead, the round fired from my life." 

sm~th's kits for those who pos­
sessed these trades. Textile kits 
were also made available so 
that women could make clothes 
for their families. To date, this 
program of giving the people the 
opportunity to help themselves 
has proved highly successful. 

Lack of cleanliness was a 
primru:y factor in the high rat~ 
of infection and disease. The 
American Legion made funds 
available through CARE, and ~ 
portion of this money was used to 
llurchase soap. At first, some of 
the villagers thought that the 
soa11 was to eat so they were 
instmcted on how to use it by 
Dr. John Copeland, the Battalion 
Surgeon, and the 1rillage Y Ta 
(Jlealth woman). 

The program of assistance tn 
Xuan Tra hamlet is a continuous 
project. Because the village is 
located in an insecure area, men 
o.f the 46th must travel in convoy 
with combat gear when visiting. 
Despite inherent danger in trav­
veling lo Xuan Tra, the men who 
have been there are quick' to 
volunteer to go there again. 
Most are amazed and appalled at 
the poverty they witne~s at Xuan 
Tra, but they all want to return 
to give as much help as they can. 

The 46th is assigned to the 
159th Engineer Group and lhe 
18th Engineer Brigade. 

Hit & Run~ 
TUY HOA, (101st A.BN-10) 

Hit and run is a crime and when· 
the culprit gets caught he pays 
dearly. 

Ton miles northwest of Tuy, 
Hoa, in central-coastal Vietnam, 
stands and old dead tree. Until 
today, the tree had a vine grow-. 
ing up and through its branches. 
A Viet Cong sniper used that 
vine to get topside of the tree. 

The 10lst Airborne de11loycd­
its 17th Cavalry along the J11fa· 
mous IIlghway One and from his, 
vantage point, the sniper waited 
fo1· the troo11ers to get well with-; 
in range before he fired a few 
quick, well place1' shots and then · 
ran 

After a few days 11 of chasing 
tl1b, elusive VC, the Cav. troopers 
went to the tree and booby-­
trapped the vine with a grenade. · 
The following day the-paratroop-- · 
ers found a very bloody bandage 
at the base of the tree. 

The sniper had roade his last 
run. 

In announcing the "i!doption" 
brthe 54th, CWO Lyle E . Van 
Buskirk and Sp5 Willie J. Wil· 
Hams presented $VN 41,300 to Sis­
ter Maria Rose, of the faculty, 
to help defray operating costs for 
the 127 orphans. 

Members of the company pre­
viously donated clothing and toys 
to the children, and building ma­
terials for a new school building. 

Back to duty the next clay, the 
lieutenant was flying co-pilot on 
a combat assault with Capt. Phil­
lip A. Saunders, On an approach 
into the LZ the ship had a me­
chanical failure 50 feet in the air, 
and "fell through," as pilots say, 
crashing and overturn·ng on im­
pact, In addition to the crew, 
th ere were eight infantrymen 
aboard the helicopter, but again 
there were no injuries. 

So Lieutenant Beckett after 
losing two aircraft in two days, 
was given the next day off. 

But on April 6 he was back in 
the air. The flight that day was 

VILLAGE RAIDED-A Vietnamese Striker soldier sets fire to a house with a flame 
thrower during a 30-minute raid on a Viet Cong village in War Zone C, near the Cam­
bodian border. Three such raids were carried out on the same day. UPI) 

(Photo by Steve Northup, 
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'Donut Dollies' ·Are 
Girlfriends For 

82nd Aviation Battalion 
Perf,orms 100 Miracles A Day 

BIEN HOA, (173rd IO)-Paratroopers of the 173rd Aii:borne Brigade can attest to 20 ,000 Cav ·Troop. s 
the face that the success of most ground combat operations depend on reliability of air " 
~upport. This was the case with the brigade's recently completed, and high~y . success- AN KHE,. (ls~ CAV ~IV·IO)_ - sel.man of Harrisburg, Penn. and 
ful, "Operation Silver City." The men and choppers of Company A, 82nd AV1at10n Bat- Two enthusiastic Amencan girls ~~zabeth Miller .of At~anta, Geor-
talion provided tactical and logistical support whenever and wherever needed. J:iere are setting about the task of fh • Aare i:ecreaRbond dcirectors for 

' · · · · being "girlfriends" to 20,000 hard- e. mencan e ross. They 
Usmg the airstrip at Phuoc Vmh as a forward base, the men of Co. A flew a total of I fighting U.S. Cavalrymen,. a~nved at t~e 1st .cavalry Divi-

3051 sorties to the paratroopers sweeping through the jungles of "D'' zone. Their ships The young ladies, Sandra Fos- srnn camp :n1th theu· bags full of 
logged a total of 876 flight hours, games, their hea?s full of plans 
farried 2983 passengers and 461 and boundless dnve t~, make the 
tons of cargo. Flying under the f~1stc~f what ~~ey call a wonder· 
hi.ost adverse conditions and em- allenge. 
ploying the crude landing zones, Men embroiled in the business 
the 82nd accomplished 101 minor of fighting a war might be ex· 
miracles a day, not the least of pected to be a little grnff at 
which was their ammunition re- times, but the girls were treated 
~upply of the 2nd Battalion, 503rd like visjting princesses as they 
Jnfantry during a five-hour fire made their first rounds of the 

~~ fight with a VC regiment. sprawling camp. 
Warrant Officer Harold Richard- Setting up headquarters in a 

son was flying resupply on the tent at the division's surgical 
morning of March 16th when he hospital, they told of their plans 
heard that a Huey flown by War· to open what they call a "Club-
rant Officer Joseph McHenry had mobile Center" that will visit ' 
been shot down over the 2nd Bat- division units bringing a littie bit 
talion LZ. Richardson returned to of home and a' distraction from 
Phuoc Vinh, picked up a sling the doldrums of camp life. 
load of afitm11nition, and accom· 
panied by a gun ship, ·proceeded 
to the LZ. His ship immediately 
fame under heavy automatic 
weapons flre and by the time he 
(lropped his sling of ammo, had 
taken 6 hits. Limping to a secure 
LZ for an inspection, he saw that 
bis craft was too seriously dam­
aged to fly another sortie. 

In the meantime, Maj. Daniel 
Addiss and Maj. William McPhail 
Jr. had received word by radio of 
the attack and loss of a chopper. 
Unable to obtain an accurate ac­
count of the downed crew's fate, 
they decided to fly their ammuni­
tion directly into the LZ. Making 
their approach .from the north­
east in the midst of a combined 

,. li'rti!lery and air strike, their vi­
~ion was impaired by the dense 
smoke below. Despite the heavy 
VC fire and the possibility of run­
ning into friendly artillery, they 
hovered over the LZ long enough 

DIAGNOSIS-A Vietnamese woman shields her child with her hat as SFC William De­
Lima, of the 173rd Ahn. Bde. examines the child for a throat ailment. The brigade's 
MEDCAP team is treating refugees in Phuoc Long province. (Photo by 173rd-IO) 

io drop their cargo. Returning to K 
down their craft, and after as-
Phuoc Vinh the two officers shut- . a ye 
~essing damage, decided that they 
could make another sortie . They 

Keeps Them Laughing 
:feturned t~ the. heavily ei:igaged PHUOC VINH, (1st INF-IO) - blouse and well-fitted baby-blue 
2nd Battalion with a gunship run- p d · · d · th "slacks and as she shook out her n· · t ·f . A th 11· an emomum re1gne m e ' 
bm~ m ~r ~~~~· L~ ~ ~u?k1P ranks of the 1st Brigade, when short blonde tresses and switched 
p~0aif ~ad?oed hi~ th~nk~JOt~ l~t Vicki Carr skipped out on from hauntin~ sentimental bal· 
Lt J w t d f h the canvas-canopied stage here lads to frantic rock music, she 
. h. erryh e~ • ctodm~~Tnh.erk· o the posed for a split second, and burst made an impression that will 
!I 1p, w o g1 un e , m not - . t linger long at Phuoc Vinh 
ihg of it." • m o song. . . 

Jn spite of the many hits taken She cha~med over 800 troopers In her scintillating change of 
. . . . of the Big Red One's Zone D pace, she personified each infan· 

by then· own craft, Ma1ors Add1ss outpost, and acted as a perfect tryman's dream girl, whether it 
and McPhail completed two more foil for the wry humor and was Hollywood sex symbol or the 

ment later a bumbling GI rear 
rank private. 

He presented his older (but 
ageless) routines, complete with 
double-talk, pseudo-foreign langu­
age, and pointed puns. He, too, 
capitalized on change-of-pace, as 
.Jie gained the group's attention 
with an old love song, before .he 
moved into. one of his timeless 
"git-gat-gittle" bursts of music. 

sorties, dropping much needed jovial wit '1f Danny Kaye. To- girl· next door. The hour was over ·all too soon, 
ammunition to the heavily en- get!ier and individually, · t~ey Danny Kaye never fails to en- and as the pair of songsters 

brought down the house, durmg th 11 di 'th h. .. 1 b d t h H gaged paratroopers~ By late an hour-long smash performance ra an au ence w1 is m- c am ere in o t eir uey air-
morning, the vc forces had been punctuated by occas.ional cannon effable manner, total relaxation limou.sine, the _ shutter-bugs con­

and infectious humor. He was a tinued to focus and snap them 
decimated and evacuation of blasts. French general one moment, the to pres.erve the occasion in their 

"It's important," said Miss Mil· 
ler, "that we have girls of varied 
backgrounds and training as well 
as from different parts of the 
country. Sometimes," she con· 
tinued, "the fellows don't even 
remember your name: You're 
just the Red Cross girl from 
Atlanta." 

Marine Pilot ..• 
Navy Pilot ... 
Army Chaplain. 

AN KHE, (lstCAV-IO) - What 
do you call a former marine pilot 
who flew in the Navy., then joined 
the Army Reserve while he went 
to school? 

If his name is Captain Edwin 
York, you call bin: chaplain. He 
is the chaplain of the 34th Quar· 
termaster Battalion, one of the 
support 'units attached to the 1st 
Cavalry Division. 

York started flying in 1953 as 
a Marine helicopter pilot, but 
when he came on active duty 
some months later, he was com· 
missioned in the Navy. 

In those days he flew .what.Jhe 
Army now calls H-19 helicopters, 
and after four years of flying, 
York returned to civilian life to 
study for the · ministry. ~ 

- While going to school, he main· 
tained his contact with· the mili· 
tary by remaining in the Army 
R~serve, and in · January, 1965 
i'eturned to active duty, this time 
as a chaplain.' 
. "They grounded me when I 
became a chaplain" he said, -
"but one of these days when I'm 
richer Fll get my own plane and 
take to the skies again." wounded could begin. Miss Carr wore a simple white 1 next a shy British clerk, a mo- photographic :rpemory~books. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--"~~-'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--"~ 

j. Blondie 
GEE. IT .. S GOOD 
TOGE.THOME 
AFTER A HARD 
DAY AT THE 

~~~ 

HI, DEAR--WHICH 
HAND DO You !ilE? 

® ... 

You PICKED THE HANO 
WITH THE. BOTTL.I;: CAP-·-

·.BY 'chic YoUns .J 
I WONDER 
WHAT SHE· 

HAO IN 
"T"HE OTHER' 

HANO 
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Oldest 
Compl,etes 
Larg,est 

DI AN, (1st INF-IO) - The 
Army's oldest engineer unit, the 
1st Engineer Battalion, has fin­
ished one of the largest civic 
action projects of the war in Viet­
nam, an eleven mile stretch of 
road connecting the infamous 
lron Triangle and War Zone D. 

Almost 500 men of the engineer 
battalion worked from dawn to 
dark in building a broad, two­
lane road through jungle, rice 
paddies and rubber plantations. 
When completed, the road con­
nected Routes 13 and 16 and two 
forward brigades of the 1st In­
fantry Division. A total of over 
48,000 yards of laterite, a red­
colored local gravel, "'.as placed 
on the roadbed daily to provide 
a wearing surface. 

The engineers constructed the 
wide road, expecting it to become 
a maior highway in Vietnam. The 
road opens a large region for 
pacification and economic con­
tact with the Saigon arna. 

The 1st Battalion, Royal Aus­
tralian Regiment and the 1st In­
fantry Division's 1st Brigade pro­
vided security for the engineers, 
who were constantly harassed by 
Viet Cong attacks. One of the 
major 1st Infantry Division bat­
tles of the war was fought during 
construction when elements of the 
1st Brigade fought the battle of 
Tam Binh in which over 150 Viet 
Cong were killed and 15 captured. 

The Republic of Vietnam's Min­
istry of Public W.orks supported 
the project by loaning tractors, 
graders, rooters, water tankers 
and water pumps to the engi­
neers. 

THE ARMY REPORTER 

NEW ENGINE ALMOST IN-Service platoon members of the 121st Aviation Com­
pany near completion of a new for old engine swap in a Huey. The gunship had 
a functioning power plant after only 40 minutes, usually a two-hour job. 

(Photo by 121st-IO) 

Soc Trang 'Tigers' May Go 
Down-But Not For Long 

Story By 1st Lt. James Wilson 
SOC TRANG, (USARV-IO)-In the days of the horse cavalry "maintenance" 

meant little more than the care and feeding of "Old Charger,'' and a new set of 
horse shoes now and then. 

But horses aren't utilized any more: helicopters-1600 of them-are here and 
they're more demanding than the Army's hayburners ever were. Maintenance has 
taken on a 24-hour meaning and importance, and to the 121st Aviation Company 
based here, it's their life's blood. ' 

The 121st, a combat-wise outfit 
that recently won a Distinguished 
Unit Citation, is kept in the air 
by its service platoon. Respon­
sible for 25 '11U-1B's and D's, the 
platoon sometjmes works around 
the clock to support 121st opera­
tions in the Mekong Delta. 

Under the supervision of 1st Lt. 
Ralph Riddle, a veteran helicop­
ter pilot, the. service platoon is 
broken down into four teams, 
each led by team chief. Although 
some of the mechanics are under­
going on-the-job training, the pla­
toon keeps 87 per cent of the com­
pany's 25 Hueys on the flight line 
and ready to support the ARVN 
21st Division. The 121st which 
logs an average ot 2000 flying 
hours <' month throughout the IV 
Corps area, is commanded by 
Maj. Teddy Nolloway. 

Hueys are shot up; some are 
unavoidably lost, but the majori­
ty are recovered to fly again. 
Sometimes, repairs take place 
under the noses of the Viet Cong 
as did a recent recovery opera­
tion of three choppers brought 
down by heavy enemy fire. Two 
were repaired from parts can­
nibalized from the third; it, in 
turn, was extracted by a CH-47 
Chinook. All three are flying 
again. 

"The JUembers of the service 
platoon do a terrific job," Riddle 
said, because they know what 
they are doing is important. 
Their record speaks for itself." 

Maintenance of the Hueys, 
while not as complex as order 
models of helicopters , is still de­
manding in skill and perfection. 
For evgry hQur of flight time, 
approximately 8 hours of mainte­
nance are required. To insure 
that each ship is airworthy, the 
platoon follows a rigid inspection 
check list: · 

After each flight, the crew chief 
makes a thorough visual inspec­
tion of the aircraft; every 25 
hours, he performs an extensive 
check after 100 hours, the Huey 
gets a "major tune-up." A com­
plete over-haul is in order after 
1100 hours. 

For work beyond the capabili· 
ties of the 12lst's integral service 
platoon, the 80th Transportation 
Detachment provides heavy-duty 
maintenan.ce support. Cooperation 
between the two is extensive and 
close-knit. 

Huey gunship belonging to the 
121st's armed platoon, the "Vi­
kings." Charlie just doesn't have 
much luck keeping the "Vikings" 
and "Tigers" down for the count. 
The me:1 who support them make 
sure of that. 
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Soldiers 
Assume 

New Duties 
SAIGON, (1st LOG-IO) - The 

newly-formed U.S. Army Head­
quarters Area Command has tak­
en over the Saigon-Cholon area 
administrative, logistical and sup­
port service activities and func­
tions formerly administered by 
the U.S. Navy's Headquarters 
Support Activity, Saigon (HED· 
SUPP ACT). 

Under the command or Brig. 
Gen. Robert L. Ashworth the 
Army will operate such functions 
as billets, clubs and messes, com­
missary and clothing sales, pro· 
vost marshal activities, special 
services, military c o mm u t er 
transportation, and post engineer 
duties, among others, in support 
or the nearly 20,000 American and 
other Free World forces stationed 
ir thf' capital city area. 

------... -
War On Nature 

AN KHE, (18th EB-10)-A com. 
pany of Engineers here is fight· 
ing 24 hours a day. But the bat­
tle is not against the Viet Cong. 
It is waged against nature-dust, 
heat, mud, humidity and other 
elements uncommon to combat 
engineers in other geographic lo­
cations 

The mission assigned to Com· 
pany A, 70th Engineer Battalion 
is to construct a suitable heliport 
for the 1st Cavah·y Division. 

The project includes the con­
struction of five kilometers of 
two-lane road through a series 
o: rice paddies. In addition, 60 
helipads must be constructed for 
the CH47A Chinook helicopters. 

OLD ENGINE COMES OUT-12lst Aviation Company 
mechanics start to pull the bad engine out of a UH-lB 
armed Huey. (Photo by 121st-IO) 

- How fast can the "back shop 
boys" take care of a "paddy pit­
stop?" The record so far at Soc 
Trang is 40 minutes for a com­
plete engine change in a downed 

NEW ENGINE READY TO GO IN PLACE-Me­
chanics of the 121st Aviation Company position the 
new engine for the Huey. (Photo by 121st-10) 
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Even The 

Viet Cong 
LONG KHANH, (1st INF-10)­

Classic Viet Cong ambush tactics 
were employed successfully re­
cently against Company C, 2nd 
Battalion, 18th Infantry, "Van· 
guards" ... but by bees. 

On a search and destroy mis· 
sion in Long Khanh province as 
part of Operation Abiline, the 
"Vang u a r cl s'' were moving 
through the jungle when they 
were suddenly attacked by an 
estimated reinforced regiment of 
extremely hostile bees. The bees, 
holding true to guerrilla tactics, 
allowed the point men to pass and 
swarmed down upon the main 
element of the company. 

When it became apparent that 
the bees would not be dispersed 
by slapping, protective masks 
were donned and smoke grenades 
thrown. The yellow smoke effec­
tively drove the hostile force 
away and eompany C continued 
its missioic. When a Viet Cong 
base camp was discovered ·short­
ly thereafter, the seemingly inno­
cent bees were revealed as a vc 
delaying force. 

Private McKinley Howard was 
among the friendly casualties of 
the encounter with the bee regi­
ment. As he put lotion on his 
wounds, Howard said, "I'd rather 
tc.ngle with the VC than get at­
tacked ~Y those bees aga,in. They 
were the biggest bees I've ever 
seen." 
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A SUBSTITUTE DADDY-SFC Donald Wawsczyk enjoys making friends with the 
children during one of his m31ny visits to the orphanage. 

(Photo by lOlst Avn Bri.-10) 

Company 'A' ·Has 90 Babies 
SOC TRANG, (lOlst AVN.-IO)-American soldiers in every war have performed 

humanitarian acts and Company A, lOlst Aviation Battalion is no exception. For the 
last four months Co. A has been donating its services, spare time, and money to sup­
port the Co-Nhi-Vien children's orphanage which is administered by the Sisters of Prov-
idence in Soc Trang. . 

Last October, Chaplain Harold Paul approached the NCO's of the company and 
8aid, "The six sisters at this orphanage ha:ve taken on a seemingly insurmountable 
task. They have an average of 90 A . ti th 11 "Th" 1 d · I cl" · 
br.bies to raise between the ages · c tin g promp y, . e. sma is a y is ea. mg a campaign 
of one clay and two years. Some grnup of NCOs began tellmg the throughout th.e city_ ~o supply the 
of the babies are taken from vil- story of the orphanag~ thl'ouglt- orphg_n-age with cntical needs. 
!ages in the area which have been out ~he comp~ll;Y· The ~nf~rmally Specialist _Five Jame~ Patte~·· 
overrun by the Viet Cong and nm;nmated pro1ect officer' SF.C son J1as enlisted the aid of his 
left to die. Others are left by ICenneth _.Joh:'15on, began accept. hometown people, Royal Oak, 
peasant families unable to feed Ing contnbutrnns on the next pay· Mich., aucl has received some 200 

Nearly 50 percent of the "Van- and clothe them. Many are de- d~y. ~o far, the voluntary con· packages containing c Io the s, 
guards" were stung by the bees, hydrate.' anemic and near death tnbutions of the company men food, toys, and medicine. His high 
but all the wounded continued when th~y get to the orphanage. have averaged 150 do 11 a rs a ·school also is sending two wash· 
their mission. There was no ac- The sisters do a wonderful job month. The men soon found out, ing machines to the orphanage. 
curate report of bee casualties. but they need help " however, that m 0 net a r Y aid "As in al~ civic actions," says 
-----------------------·----- wasn't the only type tltey could Chaplain Paul, "our aim is to 

provide. Around Christmas, many help them to help themselves. 
AnH•:er to Prt!viov~ Punl·c. 
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lette:s were sent to friends and The nuns have been taught to 
relatives asking for used cloth· adminis~er modern powders 
ing, toys, and medicine. The re· lotions, and pills; they have bee~ 
sponse was gratifying. given diapers and baby bottles 

With the many gifts, the com- and the necessary equipment to 
pany had a party 01. Christmas maintain cleanliness". 
Eve for the children of the 
orphanage, which was a booming 
success. Each girl was given a 
doll, which had been donated by 
the employees of Providence 
Mutual Life Insurance Company. 
Each boy received a ball, truck, 
or car. As Sp4 Hillary Bergman 
recalled, "For about five .minutes 
th party looked like· it was going 
to flop, the children had never 
seen toys before and didn't know 
what to' do with them. However, 
with demonstrations from the 
men, the childr.en were soon play­
ing and laughing like children the 
wodd over do with toys. " 

Perhaps the most needed help 
has come from the company's as­
sociated medical detachments; 
specifically Specialist 'i'· h o m a s 
and Doctor Bartecchi. . Even be­
fore the company became inter­
ested in the o r p h a n a g e, Sp5 
Ron a Id Thomas was making 
routine trips on off-duty time to 
the orphanage. With first aid kit 
in hand, he did. what he was able 
to do to relieve the suffering of 
the infants. When· Captain Carl 
Bartecchi arrived in October, the 
two began malting visits to the 
orphanage together. 
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Fo·r AH 

DA NANG, (14th Avn-IO) -
Pilots of the- 1st Platoon, 92nd 
Aviation Company, 14th Aviation 
Battalion, flying the CV-2 Caribou 
out of Da Nang have airdropped 
many tons of cargo to Special 
Forces. camps throughout the I 
Corps tactical zone. . .. 

These supplies range from am-· 
munition to cows, and the 92nd 
pilots have established a reputa- · 
tion for accuracy utilizing this 
method of aerial resupply. 

Recently they were called upon · 
by Special Forces to deliver a 
very important piece of equip­
ment. The supply officer received 
a refrigerator for the "A" team 
located at Ha Thanh, VietJYam. · 
Since the airstrip at this location , 
was not suitable for landing, the 
CV-2 pilots were asked if they 
could airdrop the refrigerator 
without damaging it. 

Their reputation was at stake, 
but they willingly undertook the 
task. 

Staff Sergeant Joel Parrot, the 
famed "Rebel Rigger" of the 
Special Forces "C" Detachment 
at Da Nang, prepared the refrig­
erator for airdrop, using special 
insulation and three parachutes 
to insure a soft landing. 

With the refrigerator strapped 
down in their Caribou, Maj. Ray 
Trouve and Capt. Benny Himes 
departed Da Nang for Ha Thanh, 
some 70 miles to the sbuth in . 
mountainous terrain. To insure 
safe delivery the refrigerator had 
to be dropped from an altitude of · 
700 feet to an airstrip only 100 
feet in width. With a perfectly . 
executed airdrop the 92nd pilots 
put the refrigerator right in the 
middle of the strip. 

Back at Da Nang two hours 
later the following message was 
received from the "A" team at 
Ha Thanh, "Refrigerator plugged 
in and working fine-beer getting 
cold-score another fir~.t for the 
Caribou pilots." 

:·:::::;;-'\ 

\ ( 
tor Vu tn Autherite4 Serviu Ntwlp~ptu Only. 

The nuns we.-e skeptical at fil'st 
of the weird powders, lotions, and 
pills. As they continued to come 
back through and the skin rashes 
and head sores cleared up, the 
nuns became eager to learn how 
to administer these tltings. Now 
they look forward to the visits 
and are ·quick to speak up if the 

j 
vitamins or powder have nm out. 

Specialist Thomas has found an 
avid supportel' in Indianapolis. 

INFATUATION-This parentless girl is more fascinated 
by Capt. Carl Bartecchi than the doll which he is 
holding. (Phot? by lOlst Avn. Bn.-10) 
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A Fir,st 
At Cu Chi 

CU CHI,. (25th INF-10)-The 
whistles and cheers of the men 
of the 25th Infantry Division 
echoed through Hau Nghia Prov­
ince this week as Danny Kaye, 
0J1 a tour of Vietnam, became 
the first entertainer to appear 
for the "Tropic Lightnin1( troops 
since their arrival at Cu Chi . 

Greeted by Maj. Gen. Fred C. 
Weyand, 25th Division command­
er, Kaye and his troupe staged 
two performances at the newly 
b\tilt division amphitheater. 

Kaye, who was accompanied by 
popular singer Vikkie Carr, visit­
ed wounded soldiers at the 25th 
Medical Battalion's field hospital 
to take the show to the men un­
able to attMd. 

Lunching with the 1st Battal­
ion, 27th Infantry "Wolfhounds," 
Kaye and his troupe were enter· 
tained with• songs of the islands 
from the men who were based 
in Hawaii before being sent to 
Vietnam. It was, said one soldier, 
one way of saying thanks to the 
performers for going to Cu Chi. 

All members of the troupe were 
presented with honorary mem­
berships to the division by Gen­
eral Weyand. 

1st Cav. 
'Divi·ning 
Rod' 

AN KHE, (1st CAV-IO) - A 
group of high-flying 1st Cavalry 
Division pilqts got down to earth 
recently in their quest for a 
water source. 

Helicopter pilots of the divi­
sion's 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion had decided that they 
needed a shower after flying all 
da.y but .finding a water source 
in the area promised to be a 
stumbling block. 

With only one water point, 
located .at the nearby Song Ba 
river, to serve all of the more 
than 20,000 troops at this central 
highlands base, the aviators in 
Company A decided to dig a well. 

One of the pilots, Capt. Edward 
(Big Ed) Freeman produced an 
old-fashioned forked stick, pro­
claimed it to be a divining rod, 
and set about a water search of 
the company area. 

According to a witness, the 
stick clearly seemed to be 
wrenched from the captain's 
hands over a particular spot of 
ground. 

The pilots organized digging 
shifts and started to dig in the 
selected location- and ran into 
the hardest ground conceivable. 

Not without misgivings, the 
pilots continued to dig for eight 
homs, the first day, the only re· 
suit being a shallow depression· 
in the unyielding earth. 

For eight days, work continued 
on the well but it was not until 
the digging approached the 20 
foot mark that any sign of mois­
ture appeared. 

At 19 feet, 4 inches, cool, clear 
water bubbled into the pit and 
the soldiers had water for their 
showers. 

"Divine" murmured Freeman 
later, standing under the flow of 
the newly built shower. 
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DA~~NY KA YE - Comedian Danny Kaye rides with 
MaJ. Gen. Fred C. Weyand, CG, 25th Inf. Div. from 
the heliport to the division's base camp at Cu Chi. 
Dan!1y recently performed for the Tropic Lightning 
soldiers. (Photo by 25th INF-IO) 

This Time The 
Rescuer Got ·Rescued 

QUI NHON, (USARV-IO) -
When the U.S. Army sets out to 
recover a crashed Air Force 
plane, it gets the job done. Some­
times, though, the rescuer winds 
up being the rescued. 

When Air Force Capt. Gail Wil­
son's Bird Dog lost its engine 
during a night mission directing 
air strikes in support of the La 
Hai Special Forces camp 25 
miles south of here, he made a 
deadstick landing by light of a 
flare. 

A May Day call before the 
crash brought an Army Huey 
helicopter. It flew Wilson and Bird 
Dog passenger Army Maj, Clif­
ford Allison back to Qui Nhon. 

The next morning, Major Alli­
son and CWO Warren Custis of 
the 79th Transportation Company 
flew another Huey to the crash 
site to recover the Bird Dog. 

Knowing that the weight of the 
plane w·ould place the Huey at 
m ax i m u m gross weight, the 
Army pilots drained the Huey's 

tanks to the minimum . They 
picked up the sling-loaded Bird 
Dog in gusty winds and took off. 

It wasn't long before the luck­
less pilots found out they couldn't 
make it home on the i·emaining 
fuel. 

They headed for an impromptu 
landing, asked for fighter cover, 
and set up a perimeter of de­
fense. 

Twenty minutes later another 
79th Huey arrived with 50 gal­
lons of much needed fu el. Drop­
ping the cans, the Huey hooked 
up to the Air Force plane and 
completed the recovery fli ght to 
Qui Nhon. The original rescue 
ship followed. 
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Some Days It 
Just Does Not 
Pay To Wake Up 

PHUOC VINH, (1st INF-IO)­
A 22-year-old soldier in the 1st 
Infantry Division found his first 
day on a mission against the Viet 
Cong "one of the worst in his 
life." 

Private First Class Randall 
Sheline was participating in Op· 
eration "Abilene" when his unit 
was being ferri ed from Vung Tau 

Education 
Is The Key 
To Freedom 

TUY HOA, (101st-IO)-"Educa­
tion is the key to the Vietnamese 
nation's lasting freedom and it 
will help our two com~tries to 
better understand one another." 
This. was a statement by Sp4 
David C. Frappier, a paratrooper 
working in the Civic Action Sec­
tion of the 101st Airborne's 1st 
Brigade. 

Three nights a week, Frappier 
aJ1d Sgt. Vernon Thomas make a 
tl'i11 to Tuy Hoa, a small town 
in central-coastal Vietnam, from 
tbc base camp of the forward 
elements of the 1st Brigade which 
is near Tuy Hoa. They make the 
trip to teacb tbe towns-people, 
from six through sixty, the Eng­
lish language and its prommcia­
tion. 

"The Vietnamese have a great 
desire to speak our language cor­
rectly," said Sergeant Thomas. 
Thomas and Frappier pronounce 
English sentences which arc writ­
ten on a blackboard. Under the 
English is a Vietnamese transla­
tion . When the students have 
difficulty with a certain word, the 
t·No instructors do their best to 
provide an example of the conect 
pronunciation. 

"The class," said Frappier, 
"was having trouble saying 
'WHO.' I wrote down 'HOO,' but 
they still didn't say the word cor­
rectly. I thought a moment and 
then went to the far end of 
the b 1 a ck-board and wrote 
'HOOOOOOOOOO.' The class all 
aughed, ... but their pronun­
ciation was finally correct." 

airfield to a blocking position 
northeast of Saigon. He had a 
rash between his legs. 

While being airlifted by heli­
copter, a bottle of mosquito re­
pellent he carried in his hip 
pocket accidentally broke, caus­
ing a miserable 20-minute ride for 
the young soldier. 

Debarking the chopper later he 
lost his combat rations of three 
meals and did not have tin1e to 
look for it. 

His company was given a 
search and destroy mission in 
front of the battalion perimeter 
and while the young soldie1'. 
shared rntions with a fellow 
soldier, a Viet Cong sniper opened 
up at the group. Sheline, heading 
for cover, lost his only meal in 
the dirt. 

The next day, the company was 
on a major sweep when a ·radio 
operator from the command 
group brushed against a beehive. 
Several dozen bees swarmed after 
the fleeing company. "I saw 
several men running and then 
heard someone yell, 'They're all 
around us,' " he exclaimed. "I 
thought we were surrounded by 
the Viet Cong and started to move 
back at high speed." 

Unfortunately, Sheline was not 
quick enough because the bees 
bil him on U1e neck and lip. 

On tbe return trip, Capt. Frede· 
rick Foley, Sbeline's commanding 
officer, t\ecided lo cam\l out iu 
tbe dense jungle. Ue called for 
resupply of rations and water. 
Two cboppers hovered at tree-top 
level to drop the su11plies. Several 
water cartons had to be retrieved 
from the h·ecto11s and PFC She· 
line was one of tire ones detailed 
to accomplish the task. 

"After the worst experiences to 
happen to me in a single day." 
he said, "I spent the most com­
fortable evening sleeping. Ev<·n 
the hard ground felt comforting." 

Book 
R·eview 

TAN SON NHUT, (USARV-10) 
-How the Army Medical Service 
is striking back at malaria is told 
in the May issue of ARMY IN­
FORMATION DIGEST by Maj. 
Robert I. Cutting, Chief, Preven­
tive Medicine Research Branch. 
Included is a brief description of 
the many di~eases, their symp­
toms, and preventive measures 
that individuals can take. 

H o w artillery meteorological 
sections help cannoneers and mis· 
sllemen apply "Kentucky wind­
age" to their lll'Ojectiles is de· 
scribed in "On Target With the 
Weather" by Lt. Col. Kenneth R. 
Hampton. 
· Simulators are taking the place 

of expensive drones in air defense 
firing practice as described by 
Majors Edward A. Sparrow and 
John C. Mann in "Air Defense's 
Sparring Partner." 

The "New Look in Audio-Visual 
Aids" is discussed by Dr. Joseph 
H. Kanner, Pictorial Audio-Visual 
Division, Office of the Chief of 
Communications and Electronics. 

CHOW LINE-Danny Kaye and Vikkie Carr go through the chow line at Hq Co, 
1st/27th Inf. at the 25th Infantry Division's base camp in Cu Chi. T.he mess ser-
geant watches critically. (Photo by 25th INF-IO) 

Enlisted promotion p o 1 i c i es 
since 1946, culminating in the 
latest revised Chapter 7 to AR 
600-200, are reviewed by SFC 
Warren Le Mon in "Steps Toward 
Stripes." • 

------------ - ---
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SEEING THE SIGHTS-Soldiers on Rest and Recrea­
tion at the Vung Tau Rest and Recreation Center enjoy 
an afternoon of sightseeing from a pony cart. 

(Photo by SSgt. Russell L: Anderson, USARV-10) 

Lost & foun-d In 
Long Khanh Province 

LONG KHANH, (1st INF-IO)-When SP4 Charles 
W. Ppwell lost his wallet while riding in a convoy through 
Long Khanh province recently, he thought he'd never 
see it again. 

TV Actor 
Tours 25th 

CU CHI, (25th INF-10)-James 
Drury, TV's Virginian, and his 
troupe of entertainers, currently 
on tour in Vietnam, treated more 
than 4,000 troops of the 25th In­
fantry Division to more than an 
hour of comic western ballads 
and dancing "a la GO-GO" this 
week at the division's new am­
phitheatre. 

The wallet contained a little 
money, numerous identification 
cards and other personal items. 
Powell, a squad leader in the 
Mort a r Platoon, Headquarters 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 18th 
Infantry "Vanguards", resigned 
himself to his loss and continued 
with his company on Operation 
Abilene. 

But the wallet was not lost per· 
manently. A Roman Catholic 
priest, Fatherr Francis, found the 
wallet in the village of Xa Binh 
Gia, through which the convoy 
had passed. Recognizing the wal­
let as an American soldier's, he 
stopped the first American vehi­
cle passing through the village 
and returned the wallet. 

Arranged by the 25th Division 
8 p e c i a l Services Office, the 
U.S.0. show featured in addition A day later, Powell had his 
to Drury, the South Hollywood wallet safely in his pocket. 
Buffalo Hunters and dancers Lori I Specialist Powell and Maj. Rob­
Bigley and Joni Lyman. ert B. McJilton Jr., the "Van-

Drury and his troupe were guard" Executive Officer, visited 
greeted by Maj. Gen. Fred C. the village to personally thank 
Weyand, 25th Infantry Division the priest. To show his apprecia­
commander. After the afternoon tion for the wallet's return, 
performance, General Weyand Powell presented the Vietnamese 
presented the troupe with honor- p:·iest a small sum of money, to 
ary memberships in the Tropic be used for the benefit of the 
Lightning Division. parish's children. 
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Bron-cos Return To Bas,e 
After Weeks In fi,e.ld 

PLEIKU, (25th INF DIV·IO) - After almost seven continuous, dusty weeks of 
combat operations, the "Broncos," 25th, Infantry Division's 3rd Brigade have returned 
to their Pleiku base camp. ' 

Following a massive airlift of most of the brigade south to Ban Me Thuot on 
February 25th, the men of the brigade fought to the north and west on operation 
Garfield. · 

Garfield ended on March 24th. At that point the brigade's base was located at 

52nd Avn. Supports 
Tropic lightning 

DUC CO, (25th INF-IO)-Sit- howitzers of the "Mighty 'Ninth" 
ting on the apron of this small Artillery into inaccessible terrain 
Special Forces camp are many on several occasions so that they 
UH-1 "Huey" -helicopters of the could readily support the infan-
52nd Aviation Battalion which are try ~lements on the operation. 
being used to support the 25th Another mission the aviation 
Infantry Division's 3rd Brigade. battalion is called upon to do is 

The 52nd Battalion's choppers aerial observation. 
heli-lift units ranging from sec- Using small, sing 1 e-engine 
tions to a battalion of infantry p 1 an es of the "Piper Cub" 
or more. variety, the pilot and one passen-

On combat assaults, the infan- ger head for the wild blue yonder 
try unit boards the choppers and to see if they can spot any enemy 

troops or emplacements. Many 
heads for a landing zone (LZ) times they do, and almost always 
which has .Jeen "prepped" by Air these sightings are taken under 
Force strafing or bombing, artil- fire by artillery, Air Force J'ets, 
lery fire, or by armed "gun" or by friendly troops on the 
helicopters. ground. These small aircraft pro-

The "prepping of an LZ is vide an "eye in the sky" for the 
usually done by the Air Force brigade commander and the bat­
jets or by 105mm howitzer fire talion commanders. 
from the "Bronco" Brigade's 2nd At the forward command post 
Battalion, 9th Artillery. However, of Company A, 1st Battalion, 35th 
the propo.sed LZ . might be out 
of artillery range lmd there might Infantry, there is now a landing 
not be any air~raft available zone. 
from the Air Force. In this case, When the helicopter pilots- were 
the battalion1s "gun ships" are given the job of resupplying the 
called upon to prepare the zone forward company of the "Cacti 
for the infantry element. Green" Battalion, they would 

Once the choppers set down and have to take the supplies in by 
the troops are off-loaded, the slinging them in nets and drop­

ping them in, literally, from a 
"Hueys" head for home. height of 80 to 100 feet, because 

Meanwhile, the word "dustoff" of the tall trees that covered the 
might be heard on one of the area. The answer was to cut 
radios. "This means someone has down some of the trees. 
been wounded and m.ust be evac- The infantry company, along 
uated to the hospital at the with some engineers from D 
brigade's . c~mmand post. This ,Company, 65th Engineer Battal­
type of m1ss10n often means that ion cut down trees and used ex­
the time taken in retrieving the plo~ives to blow up the tree 
wounded man could mean the dif- sturt1ps. 
ference between life and death. Then they built a "crib" out of 

Using a different type of heli- logs to allow the helicopters to 
copter, the CH-47 "Chinook," the land. The landing is still a bit 
52nd has heli-lifted the 105mm tricky. 

Buon Brieng,. a small Montagnard 
outpost 60 ".IIliles north of Ban Me 
Thuot. · 
- Witho;1t a break, the "Broncos" 

linked up with the 1st Cavalry · 
Divisior:: for operation Lincoln on 
March 25th. The "Tropic Light­
ning" soldiers continued to strike 
at the Viet Cong and North Viet­
namese. 

On March 31st, the . brigade 
again shifted its base north . The 
new base of operations ·was a 
Special Forces camp, 100 miles 
northwest of Buon Brieng, at Due 
Co, five miles from the Cambo­
dian border. 

The moves from Ban Me Thuot 
to Buong Brieng to Due Co were 
made b:- road. This was the first 
time highway '14, the north-south 
route through central Vietnam, 
had been opened by US Forces. 

During the two consecutive op­
perations the "Broncos" posted 
an impressive record of commu­
nist harassment. 

On operation Garfield the bri­
gade accounted for 103 North 
Vietnamese and eight Viet Cong 
killed. Air and . artillery strikes 
in support of brigade operations 
accounted for another twenty 
North Vietnamese killed. 

Twelve Viet Cong were .cap­
tured and 78 suspects were also 
detainerl by the brigade. 

The brigade posted one of the 
highest captured weapons-to-ene­
my killed ratios to date in the 
war. A total of 65 weapons were 
taken, including 47 small . arms, 
16 automatic weapons, one Amer­
ican M-79 grenade launcher, and 
one 75mm recoilless rifle. 

Large quantities of ammunition 
were captured during Garfield. 
This included 102 hand grenades, 
38 B-40 rockets, 1200 12.7mm 
rounds, 27,300 small arms rounds, 
and 3 Claymore-type mines. 

A complete field hospital was 
also captured by an element of 
the brigade. The find resulted in 
over 100 pounds of drugs and a 
large assortment of surgical in-
struments captured. , 

A total of 400 uniforms, 234 
r u c k s a c k s, 11 · telephones, a 
switchboard, and 150 pounds of 
documents and photographs were 
also captured. Three hundred 
enemy structures were destroyed. 

After Lincoln, Colonel Everette 
A. Stoutner, the 3rd Brigade 
Commander said, "I think the 
greatest benefit to us on this op­
peration was the fine experience 
we gained working with the bat­
tle-tested 1st Cavalry Division." 

101st Library 
Dedicated 

PHAN RANG, (101st ABN-IO) 
- The first project of the 101st 
Airborne's 1st Brigade Memorial­
ization Pro gr a m, the George . 
Burkheart Library, has been 
dedicated here. 

The library is named in honor 
of the late Lt. George W. Burk­
heart, the first man from the 
"Screaming Eagle" Divtsion to 
be killed in action in Vietnam. ~ 

Lieutenant Burkheart was post­
humously awarded the Silver Star 
for his heroic action in Septem­
ber. 

WHAT A LIFE!-Men of U1S. combat units enjoy a three-day break from the war at Vung Tau Rest and 
Relaxation Center. (Photo by SSgt. Russell L. Anderson, USARV-IO) 

Ribbon cutting ceremonies 
were officiated by Brig. Gen. Wil­
lard Pearson C.G. 1st Ede. and 
1st Lt. Edward Fernandez, the 
officer in charge of the library. 
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A ~ay In The Field 'WolfhoUnd"-Style· 
By PFC John Dittmann 
CU CHI, (25th INF-IO)-The 

operation was called "Makaha," 
a search and· destroy operation, 
the old story of "seek out and 
engage the enemy." But today 
most of the enemy did not want 
to be engaged. 

At 6 a.m. I joined the 3rd Pla­
toon of B Company, 1st Battal­
ion. 27th Infantry commanded by 
2nd Lt. G. K. Wood. We were 
assigned to the third wave of a 
three-wave heliborne phase . of 
Opera ti oil "Makaha." ' 

The landing zone was an area 
cif rice paddies and small ham­
lets 25 miles north of Saigon. The 
Viet Cong had staged a number 
of ambushes in this area over 
the past iseveral days and now it 
was our turn to do a little am-
bushing, · 
· Wl~n we landed the first two 
waves bad ah-eady been under 
iight snipei· fire for about half an 
hour but no real contact had 
been made. As the chopper land· 
ed, the men leaped out of both 
sides and dove for cover behind 
dikes and bushes as if they had 
never done a-nythlng but make 
helicopter landings all theh· lives. 
They moved out 'in unison to the 
next dike. 

There was sniper fire on our 
right. S•.1ddenly a bullet _whizzed 
past and I dlved for the nearest 
ditch. I landed Ol) top of a pri­
vate and he said, "Are you all 
right Sir?" I said I was not a 
sir and then he told me. what I 
was. Two more shots from the 
::?niper were answered by the pop 
I'. M-16 rifleii on both sides. Then 
al'. was quiet, so we stood up­
very slowly . . My ditch partner 
was covered with mud 'from his 
knees down. i: was covered with 
mud from my knees up. 

was sniper fire. This time I land­
ed on top of a sergeant and he 
wasn't anywhere near as nice as 
the private. The fire up ahead 
was getting heavy so we moved 
up to have a look. The plodding 
foot soldiers of a few minutes 
ago were moving from building to 
building with amazing agility. 

~ watched a se1:geant as he slid 
along the side of a house, kicked 
open the door and twisted into a 
position covering the entire room 
-nothing. Across the road four 
men assaulted a l:U'ge stone 
building. This thne they found 
several bags of rice, possibly VC. 
The units ·that followed would 
find out for sure. 

It was quiet on the street now. 
I followed SSgt. Alfred Batung­
bacal, a 125th Signal Corps photo­
grapher out into the street. As 
w~ walked towards a machine 
gunner kneeling behind a stone 
marker, a shot cracked and a 
bullet ricocheted just in front of 
us. This time I was in the hole 
first. Sergeant Batungbacal, al­
though laden with heavy equip­
ment, followed with amazing 
rapidity. "Hey,. you mind if I 
rest this camera on your back 
while I take this shot?" 

"Go right ahead Sarge, I'm not 
going anywhere." 

This fime it looked like we 
might have something. The pla­
toon, now in positions on both 
sides of the ·street, cut loose with 
withering rifle and automatic 
weapons fire. Still the bullets 
were coming our way. A rifle 
grenade was launched from the 
left and then it was all over. 
"Charlie" was dead or g-0ne or 
both. We had one casualty. A 
private . had - been s)1ot tl,lrqugh 
t11e hip, not a serious wound but 
a very painful one. 

A litter was made from a pon­
cho and a couple of bamli>oo 
stalks. Four men carried the 
wounded GI back toward the rear 
until they came to a Medical Bat­
talion APC. Medics from the APC 
redressed the wound, loaded the 
man on their vehicle and sped 
him back to the landing area. A 
few minutes later he was aboard 
a helicopter on his way back to 
the fielc1 hospital at Cu Chi. 

hour ago were soaked tlirough. 
What had been beads of perspira­
tion were now rivers of sweat. 
We stopped for chow; tired feet 
moved swiftly to the coveted 
shade of the few frees that sepa­
rated the h am l et from the 
scorched rice paddies all around. 
If the C rations had been as hot 
as the water and the water as 
cold as the C rations, it might 
have been a good meal. 

All afternoon we pushed from 
hamlet to hamlet, searching for 
"Charlie" but finding nothing but 
women and children and an occa­
sional young man who for some 
reaso-\ had not run off to hide. 

While the men were being inter- For the rest of the after11oon 
rogated by the interpreter, some- we followed the same· i>roc-e4ure 
one spotted some bfood on the 
ground, possibly from a wounded of search .and destroy, doiug a 
VC. He called for Lieutenant . lot of searching and finding very 
Wood and togetheu they followed ·little to destroy. 
the trail. . I g1·abbed the first resupply 

In the back room of a house helicopter back to Cu Chi, leav­
nearby they found a woman and ing_ the foot sloggers to spend 
her two children. All three had ·the night on the ground. Tomor­
been wounded by a Viet Cong row they would have more of the 
mine that had been intended for same. They would make a house 
us. Wood called for a medic to to house search of the six mile 
give first aid. A doctor would walk bar-k to Cu Chi. They would 
be following close behind with walk the same tired miles, drink 
the mechanized units. He would the same hot water, eat the same 
examine the three and give fur- cold food and choke on the same 
ther aid if necessary. di-y dust as they had today. 

WATER FOR THE TROOPS' SHOWERS-Private First Class Robert A. Ashley, a 
member of the "Big Red One", fills one of the 21 homemade showers in the Di An 
area that he is responsible for. Ashley delivers roughly 2,500 gallons of water a 
day, seven days a week. (Photo by 1st INF-IO) 

Grand Ole Opry-With 
Artillery Blasts Added! 

The platoon moved through a 
heavily wooded area and then 
across 400 yards of open fields. 
B·· now the heat of the Vietnam­
ese· sun was beginning to show 
fu the streaks of sweat that criss­
cnssed the foot soldiers' shirts. 
A8 we approached the outskirts 
of a large village, the lieutenant 
and a Vietnamese interpreter 
'\'ere questioning two of the very 
fe· young men we came across 
curing the operation. 

As we .approached, again there 
It was noon and the shh·ts that PHUOC VINH, (1st INF-I0)-1 platoon of Headquarters Com-

had been streaked with sweat an As a person walks past one of pan)'., 1st Batt~lion, 26th Inf_antry 
- -------------------- --- ----- the buildings housing the mortar at mght, he nught wonder if the 

Grand Ole Opry's cast had been 
transported to Vi e t n a lh. The 
country and western music which 
he hears from inside the building 
is not the work of a professional 
group, but the off-duty hobby of 
four of the platoon's NCOs. 

VIETNAM SASE , 

VETERINARIAN 
MONDAYS 0'000 ·HOO 

1'300- 1600 

Luckiest Person Alive 
PHUOC VINH, (1st INF-10)­

A squad leader in Company B, 
1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry , 1st 
Infantry Division considers him­
self the luckiest person alive. And 
undoubtedly, he will tell about 

War On 
Malaria 

AN KHE, (1st CAV-IO)-Medi­
cal evacuation helicopters of the 
1st Cavalry Division's 15th Medi­
cal Battalion are malting short 
work of the clouds of malaria­
c?1Tying mosquitoes that breed 
in marshy areas around and near 
the camp. 

Fitted with sprayer booms that 
extend from the sides of the craft 
20 feet from tip to tip the helicop­
ters fly low over the camp dis­
pensing insecticide at the rate of 
8 gallons a minute. 

Mosquitoes flying or resting in 
brush and grass below the spray 
copter ai;e enveloped by the spray 
and killed immediately. 

The present spraye1· craft car­
ries 125 gallons of spray and a 
crew of pilot and co-pilot. The 
spray is ,regulated by the co-pilot. 

this experience with death for 
years to come. 

Staff Sergeant Richard Fer­
nandes arrived in Vietnam four 
weeks ago and was on his first 
major operation against the Viet 
Cong. 

The operation was Operation 
"Abilene", and his unit batl been 
flown to a blocking position by 
l1elicopters a few hours earlier. 
Ile dug ·a foxhole, completing it 
near suppe1· time. Laying bis 
combat gear in the freshly dug 
bole, he moved about 20 meters 
a-way to beat his combat rations 
when an artillery round bore 
down on his position. 

After the dust cleared, the ser­
geant stood up to observe how 
close the round had hit. His fox­
hole was now a crater some 
seven feet in diameter and his 
gear torn to pieces. His poncho 
liner was found in shreds hanging 
in a nearby tree, his rifle and 
steel pot were destroyed, his 
grenade.s were chopped at the 
top, his canteen cup bore several 

. holes and his web equipment was 
s c a t t er e d about a 15-meter 
radius. 

A veteran of 11 years of serv­
ice, S erg ea n t Fernandes was 
shook up but otherwise unhurt. 
He said, "I was neve11 so close to 
death." 

~· 

Platoon S erg e a 11 t Roy E. 
Bailey, the leader of the group, 
says, "We play mainly country 
.and western music, and occasion­
ally a little rock and roll." 

Sergeant B ail e y and PSgt. 
James Spence are the lead 
guitarists in the combo. SSgt. 
Douglas Loomis and Sgt. Bobby 
R. Whedbee ylay the rhythm 
guitar parts. 

As their favorite numbers, the 
group listed "Love'-s Gonna Live 
Here", "Wildwood Flower", and 
"Under the Double Eagle". They 
often make tape recordings of 
their performances. However, the 
tapes are often punctuated at in· 
opportune times by the loud ex· 
ploslons of artillery pieces being 
fired outside. So far they have 
been unable to think of a remedy 
for this "small" proble~. 

The four NCOs have been play­
ing as a group for about one 
year, having first performed to­
gether at Fort Riley, ~Kansas . 
When asked if they had adopted 
a distinctive name for their 
group, Sergeant Bailey answered, 
"No." Then he smiled. "We 
figure that those who like our 
music know who we [are any-
way." ~ ; 
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A· Method 
In Their ,..-

Madness 
DI AN, (1st INF-IO) - The 

American soldier is renowned for 
his innate ability to scrounge, 
fabricate, adapt, or liberate any 
item that will aid in satisfaction 
of his native comforts. 

Turn loose any Army trooper 
on a barren plateau, steaming 
jungle, or desolate island-his 
imagination and Ingenuity be­
come super-efficient, and ere 
long the transformation is unde:t:­
way, converting a hovel into a 
home or a pigsty into a veritable 
Solomon's palace. 

Take a casual stroll through 
the various troop areas of the 
Big Red One at Di An. Take note 
of the variety of showers, built-in 
cupboards and paneling, par­
quetry f 1 o o r in g, tapestry or 
screen draped walls, and espe­
cially the truly fantastic array of 
cooling devices for troop-type 
beverages. 

Although the usual billet ap­
pears to be a junkyard or the 
aftermath of a Kansas tornado 
to the casual observer, a closer 
scrutiny shows method in mad­
ness and comfort in disorder. 

Among the countless architec­
tural gems worthy of notice are 
patios, French-sidewalk-cafe ad­
aptations, and numerous August 
Moon tea-houses, as each indus­
trious occupant erects his dream 
house from debris and dunnage. 
Sic Transit hammer and saw .•. 

Costner Road 
CAM RANH BAY, (1st LOG-IO) 

-Army SSgt. Harold M. Costner 
has no trouble remembering his 
hometown street address. When 
the road commissioner learned 
the sergeant, . now serving here 
with the Army's 1st ·Logistic"al 
Command at Cam Ranh's busy 
port, had purchased a home on 
an unnamed street, he promptly 

· christened the thoroughfare Cost­
ner Road. 
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Viet Cong 

Propaganda, 
.. 

Exposed 
NHA TRANG, (I FEV-IO)-To· 

day in Vietnam, more than in any 
previous a r m e d conflict, the 
American Army is attempting to 
help those who, through no fault 
of their own, are innocently 
caught in the middle of a shoot· 
ing :war. 

VC WEAPON-Staff Sergeant Thomas Qliver explains a captured VC ··weapop. to 
Brig. Gen. Willard Peatson, Commanding General of the 1st Brigade, lOlst ,Air­
borne Division. The , weapons are used to orient new replacements at the lO:lst 

"Civic Action" is the name 
given to the Army's efforts to 
utilize its skills, men and equip· 
ment in Vietnam to help the peo­
ple. Although the government of 
Vietnam has numerous aid pro• 
grams for its people, the pres­
sure and cost of their long strug­
gle against communism have 
drastically cut into their ability 
to continue the programs on a 
large scale. training school at their base camp in Phan Rang. · 

(Photo by PFC Jerome-lOlst Ahn. _ Div.-IO) 

All's Well That Ends W·ell 
Every Amedcan serviceman 

who enters Vietnam is, told of the 
importance of his personal con· 
duct and of the importance of his 
assisting the needy people of 
South Vietnam. Military units, 
such as I Field Force's 4lst Civil 
Affairs Company have been or· 
ganized to fulfill this mission on 
a daily ·b.asis. 

PLEIKU, (25th INF-IO) - All's well that ends well. 
That's what they're saying at 35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, here at Pleiku. 
Shortly after the unit's arrival in the Republic of Vietnam as part of the 3rd 

Brigade Task Force; Tropic Lightning s0ldiers in the company discovered there just 
wasn't enough water to enjoy a good long shower. Two men eame up · with the 
solution. 

An,, excellent example of how 
the unit works was found in Khoa 
Trung village on the coastal plains 
of Binh Dinh Province during 
Operation White Wing. Staff Sergeant Raymond D. Shablik. and Cpl. Donald L. Maxweli figured the best 

thing to do was to dig a well. 
After talking their proposal 

over with Lt. Col. George A. 
Scott, the "Cacti Blue" battalion 
commander, It e recommended 
immediate action. 

"We made a map study of the 
surrounding streams ·and came to 
the conclusion that we could hit 
the water table between 30 and 
50 feet," Sergeant Schablik said. 

A crew uf six men s ta r t e d 
working on the well wjth picks 
and shovels. They got their de­
sired diameter-eight feet - and 
dug, and dug, and dug. 

Every so often they would come 
across a shelf of hard dirt with 
moisture in it. "Sometim.es you 
could even squeeze the water out 

of some of it with your hands. soon have all the water they can Binh Dinh had long been con­
That kept up the enthusiasm that use. There does remain one prob- sidered a Viet Cong stronghold 
we all had in the success of our lem. When the pipe gets . clogged and the Americans didn't expect 
project," Schablik said. up, - what plumber will the men a warm welcome. 

And succeed they did. call? Judging from the ingenuity As the co-mbat troops moved 
When the water started seeping of the men of Company B, there forward, medical teams from the 

into the deep, dark well, Chaplain is undoubtedly a plumber in the 4lst Civil Affairs Company fol· 
Donald Williams, the battalion crowd. lowed. A crude aid station was 
ch a plain who provided daily set up and men, women and chi!· 
moral support, thought it was the VN Youth dren were . given treatment. 
greatest thing that could possibly Young and old alike, many of 
happen. whom had never before. had the 

Of course, the problems were I s h I d still not completely solved. n c 00 opportunity of receiving traine 
medical treatment, were exam-

A pump was need{:d to get the QUI NUON, (1st LOG-IO) - ined ·and ti:eated. 
water from the well to the stor- Army SFC Bobby G. Broome, 
age drums. The company got to- father of three sons in the United Some of the children were ap· 
gether. and .purchased .an el~~tric States, is . now also providing prehensive at first when Capt. 
pump m Qm Nhon winch .arrived finandal support to a·n 0 th er Robert Klein· ·examined them 
la~t week on a .~onvoy with sup-_ man's son, 16.year~old Dao ·My with the strange looking stetho· 
pl~~s for the bngad~. . .·· . Due, whose Vietnamese fath!Jr scope. And· like their American 

Now all we need is electnc1ty was killed by the Viet Cong. , counterparts, · many cried when· 

F1x·1r YO.U·RSE·LF 
to· - run the pump," . Sergeant their condition required a "shot." 
Schablik said. · · · When the youngster's father 'ras But the peopie kept coming to 
'. That , problem _ will be solved, killed, he went to -work for Ser· the wooden tabled doctor'S office 
however, once the Repair and "geant Broome's unit, the 972nd under . the .. jungle palms. Cut and 
Utilities· Unit for the brigade com· Signal Battalion; as a payroll scratched han.ds were exp~rtly , LOOSE NING&S' BR~CKITS 

A 

STEPS: 
S. REMOVE LOOSE SCREW• 

2. USI NEW LONGER SCREW OR: 

@USE A.JtMU.lA8LE FIL\.SR 

SUC'4 A.S OLO TOOTM "P.AITI 

TUBI!, SPLIN"TEA OF w.ooo 1 

\.I.AO OR ~t.lt 'PU Ttl I ETC. 

TO P,t.C~ HOL!. I 
!. PLACE SCREW AND TIGMTEN. 

let S the l'nstallat1'on of a 100 clerk. Sergeant Broome learned P e · • bandaged by Sp6 Melvin Murrell, 
kilowatt generator. ·' the youth h~d· quit scho.ol because working with Doctor Klein. 

The men of Company B will he had no · funds . ~o continue hi~ 
education. In the end, smiles replaced the 

Due to . depart Vietnam at the apprehension. If the people had 
end of April, the 1st Logistical believed Communist propaganda 
Command s~rgeant has . estab- which accuses American troops of ' d • "_ lished a $500 :trust ~und to provide b.eing sadistic lril)ers, the villag-

e my· A,.,..? .. , ~ '.D,uc's. tnLtion, food c.lothing and ers of Khoa Trung didn't show it. 
II ~~ • ~ ·board for the two years of school These Americans were thanked 

. . . fhe youth has remaining. - and asked to come again. 

Chinook 

LOI';JG VINH, (178th AVN-IO)- -------,:-------~--------

A. new copcept, in airmobile; medi- . ~~==~=~==~===============~ 
- cal evacuation was :initiate cl 

March 31, when a CH-47' "Ghi­
nook" of the 178th A¥iation Com­
pany, 11th Aviation ' Battajion, 
transported nine seriously wound­
ed servicemen from the 93rd 
Evac Hospital to Tan Son Nhut 
Air Field. Upon arrival they were 
transferred directly into a U.S. 
Air Force aircraft enroute to the 
United States. · 

Until now, all medical evacua­
tions in the III Corps Area were 
conducted by UH-lD and B model 
"Huey" aircraft. Utilizing special 
infernal rigging, the Chinook can 
carry 24 stretcher patients, where 
-the "D" model "Huey" can car-
ry only 6. 

Within its huge cargo compart· 
ment medical personnel are able 
to move around with complete 
ease while caring for the needs 
of their patients. 
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