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, VIETl)lAM 
tlESTRUCTION""': W ARDAMAGE 

I,What is th~ ~J{tentof thEipestructi9n and dam­
age caUSed by the, war in Viet, Nam? 
,·;It is)mpossible,to draw up a correct and,detailed 
ball1nce,-sheet of all ,the damage,' at 'least for the 
mQlnllnt" because oUhe complex 'nature of much of 

"it and becauSe the war laSted SO long, ' ," 
" We IlHlst remembert4",( Viet N!lmw~ in ,II, con~ 
tinua1 'Sitate , of warfro11l193.9 ,until 1975, 8.Jld 11:$ 
territory was invadeQ,by large numbllr,s 'of foreign 
troops during.fhese:l5years,-,Fr~nch-JaPaI\es!,: 

'troops,' :renang Kaics4e~ 'tropps, US troops,AuSt~iI-, 
li\lntro6jJs, New-Zeahiridtroops, Thai trbops, South 
Korean, troops,and, Philjppino~roops-that Jll' 
Kinds6f weapons, short' ofnu9Iearweapons,4av~ 
be~n usedinyietN~,llnd,thatin aw~r with 
,nodelineatedfrontler, npareawas spa:red,~nd 
the "lilost 'out-of-thecway'hamlets .', were hit by an " 
olnnhiresent 'aQ.cl, 'fierce "US Atr,foree,. Apart". from'" . 
,theda:rnageand,cIlSujlltiE!s causeq~bybomb$,shei~s, 
al).d ;·'to;Kic chemk~lsi ';;there ',ar¢.tl1e >UMCluntilble , 
, .. , ~ - , ',- . ;"..,...'. - _. 
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consequences of a neo-colonialist intervention which 
'baulked' at nothing to provoke the social upheavals 
which have rudely and thoroughly sllaken the social 
fabric ofa whole people. 

We ,can cite the example of some villages around 
DaNangwhichwitnessed the landing of US mariries 
in March 1965. Froin 1954 to H)65 ...:... not to 

'XnEmtion the years of tl)e resistance against the 
French ~ these villages, were the victims of a series 

.of massacres and of repeated mopping-up opera-
tions conducted by Diem troops and police. They 
were subSeq~ently the targ~ts of concerted attacks 
by US"puppet troops, of systematic bombardment 
by the US ,Air force and the artillery, of Phoenix 
operations from 1965 to 19,75 .• ' It' is 'impossible to 
eitimate the number of victims,the amount of dam­
ageinfiicted on the pO'pulation, crO'ps, 'schools and so 
on. 

,''take the example of Vinh, a town destroyed dur, 
Ing the first war O'f resistance, subsequently level-, ' 

" led by ArnetIcan bornbsbetween 1965anq1968,and 
again requceq fO'rUbble in 1972 sO'on after its re-" 

, coristrllctiOll: howls O'ne to' ,sum up the ruins ca~ 
by thosi! succesSive' trials?' ,,", .' ,.,' ' 

Pehdb{gacomplete accomltof thlldestru¢tion and " ' 
, .dan,agecauseqbY thewar,we try to'givethex:eader, 

a picture, though innaccl,lrate, to help hiIllunder, 
,stand the problem., We h()PE! to' be lIbl,e topr6rvide 
q~t~led datalatllron. ,,' ,,'... 

'2; While 'the 'figure of, 150 bUlionUS dollars has 
,.\),¢~n'officiallyadmittedby theU~aqministrat!P,n; 

"/ '. 



the cost of the Indochina Wal', accordhig to other 
American sources, .atp.qunts to at least 300 billion US 
dollars, . /. . . 

. What these . figures. showis,<;>n the One hand, the 
, " '0,. , 

great determination Of Washington. men to quell the 
resistance of the Vjetnamese, 'people, and! on the 
other, the ext<mt of the s,acrifices our people are 
ready· to make, .to. defend their independence and 
freedom. Washingj;on's fierce d~tt1r,mihation can on-' 
ly be explained 'by the US global, strategy since the. 
, 1960s which is aimed at stemming national-liberation 
movements, 'at preventing formerly' colonised PJ'ople 
from taking the path to socialist development: Viet 

'Nam, 8$ the. vanliu~rd of this' wor,jd movement had 
to I:>e ,crushedatany c?st. Was"ington. had to show 
to the world that the people's war, the guerilla and 
the :whole rev:olutionarytnovement, for aU the hu-; 

, man qualities' of the ftghtersand the organisational 
. capacity of their leaders >are'powerless in. face of ~ 

, ,the US .advanced technology. and wealth. Any at-' 
tempt to resist Yankee imperialism must be deterred. 

The people's revolutionary forces, ihepoliticSl ' 
,and .1Irmed' fOrces, in, South VietNam had to. be 
crUsh~d with weapons ~ml1'epression; the remaininS 
populatfor\ had .to be.condit1011edby~.terrori corrup~ , 
tion ,and depravation and turned into mercenaries 

',', anil~ents: EverythinB that had belm built in North 
, Viet N atnin.the name of socialism had to be des-

troyed,Those.were the objectives .. ' . , 
"With thti!:rvasttecJurlcal and financial power the, . 

'" Americans wellt 01.1tot their way toa~tainth~ii'-
c,'" goal. A triple de~ugeftoo1(1edViet Nam,' NorthaM' 

,-- " ,- -- - - ," ' , - - " . 



· South; for years on end:· th$' most. saphisticated le­
thill' weapons,' larg/) . sum~ . of US. dollars to· subvert· 
a.greatpartof the population, and large-scale use of 
in:eana· of ideological·!'lld. cultural perversi'ori' and 

· poisoning ..... 
The US . intelligence service was . fully mobilized 

fbI' the' purpose.' Besides US arniy research centres; 
.. rrian:yuniversity laboratories and' ser"ices were' 

req\lisitioned t~ find out the best. wl;tyof killi!).g, 
" destroying and corrupting. . .. 

These rese~rch centres made use of 260 unive~sity .' 
servjces!4Q per cent of aU phYSiCists ;~dthere 
were as many as 22,000 enterprises employing 5.6 

· million wo~kers working for the war; ... 
. A large humber of lab ora. tortes 'were used entirely 

for ,the. stt\dy of counter-insurgency problems: .' 
~ LW,L . The Limited War Labora:toty . 

. . -S.oC . . The SpeclalGroup Jar ,Counter 

.~ APTC :. : The Armament 
.. : InsurgencY 

pevelopment .. ' and 
'. TI'I.st Cel].ter 

> .-ARPA:The Advancect Research Projects . 
... Agency 

·2,·.CDO· •. TheCoin:b~t·bevetopmentCoriirnMc\ 
·.·· ..•. · •.. ··U$AI{fEl\f:· TheuSArmyinstitlitefo~Re".· 

. '., ...•. :... " ........ searc!l:~f EnvironmeptalMedicine 
·7;:El$L: ... : TAeEartli..sciences·Lahorator~.,··.··· 
'7':',RNE!ll~'l'he I{eseai~hilr etwotk.ou.·l\lPoilrot1r 

.: ' '," m:ei1taL,El~t,r~mes. .:' 'j 



~''3:Atthe' height of the. war, 75 per cant of all :US 

l~Mfotces; 6()percent of the US. aitforce~nd, .40 . 

· .. per Gent of the US naval force wereinvolvecl in . 

}nclochina,. Special mention mU$t'be made of the 

;'particular ro1eo£ the special forces, the ."Green 

·,J:3.erets.~ trained for counter-gUerilla activities, the 

· .. ·.',flritish an4. Frellch exPerts on coionial war,. ~fithom 
•. ·'th~mo$t typi1:~( is Robert Thompson, th~"pacifier" . 

· of Malaya, . . .. 

In, 1969' ,the 'US expeditionary force comprised: 
" . ~ - ' 

~ .11infantnc divisions' 

. '-73,000-air. personnel . 
. '. "'::'87, QUO, naval: personnel 

, . tha(is aneffeciiVeof 543;OQO )'nen; .. 

C" 'ltwas te-fuforcecl by: 
'. . - 42,OOOSouthKo~ean1;rQops 

, ,-8,QOOAl1Bti.a1~antro6pS 

.' , -:2,000" !:'11.i1ippinos,· . 

300· .. New~Zea1allders 

._11,000 That trOqps; .. , '" .' 

ThElPUpPet army hada,toj:ahffectlvElof 
. . . .... ....", ,.', 1,20Q,OOO!llEln 

and the~uppetpolic'e,,200,00omeJ:\' 
, - ,'- ," " '"'.,, 

,4.'Tlle'weaponst\sed wEire ··It\Orepowerfulailtl· 

" ':S<)phisticated" ,thant1!osEl't\sedin previoUiJ\vars,'o 

· . Speclar.mention, inust be made qf the tdl1..owinS: ": .. ', 

" ,. __ ,B~~;*ategic bomb~rscaPffbfeof~<n:~~'30 " . 
.• . ·t(,jl).sof bombs; itereUSetifo( satU1fll;ti'onbQl'ltbi~' .. 

'~htch; d"'$trQY.;eyen'~lWIg in on~aliea.ol2~90W ')1\1)'. 
'·80()~.>.' ". :', . :<. .' <. . ....' ..•. : .... .., ; .. '; ".:./ 



~The large 1.'arlety of bombs of all calipres rang~ 
ing in size from 50 kg to 7 tons; and the CBU, 

, SUU, BLU bombs... ' 
':- Theanti.-personneldevices, typical of which is 

the fragmentationb6mbwhose ,pellets can kill or 
injure a large number of people. (Elaborate 'studies 
were m!\de to, perfect these' devices. and ensure 
greater efficiency). ' . . 

- The massive use of land and naval artiIlery 
against villages (the am,ount of shells being. equiva­
lent to that of: bombs dropped by l?lane,s) . 
. The total weight of bombs and shells' reached 14,5. 

million tons,' that is 7 times the weight ofhombs , ' 
dropped on all theatres of .warduring the SeCond 

. WorldWar; and 22 times that used during the Ko-" 
rean war. , 

___ Indiscrimiliatebombings especial]y those car- . 
ried.out by B-52s werea,imed"iif;terrorizinithe 
popUlation while lticlustrialtarget$, andlJrldges Were 
bombed by more accur~teraser~gUided bombs,· 

·.Rebel" villages were occupied ,and razed by huge 
bulldozers (Rome ploughs). 

5. For the fjrst tim~.hl tlk history ofmankilld 
diemical warfare -has beel!: conductedO'l!llatge 
scale. Apart fromnapaim ,andph\)'$ph,ol'oUilWl\i.ch 

. causeterrlble fires and.bi.t11l$;-~~e·(jhetnlcal$ used lire 
mostly:defoliants. '.' . . ... " •. 0·0 .' . '. ' • " 

71,230,000 litres ofch.em\¢al!l6!i1P6uhds of. the 
three agents,Orange(2.4~I5and2.4il.T),· White (2;4D' 
and J'lcloram)an(1 Blue"(cacbdyli~acid); have been 
used most. ' .. ' '. 



By causing the leav~s to fall and, consequently, 
.' ,', . . ' . _. 

th~ death ,of trees and plants, this massive defolia-
tion. has denuded vast expanses of land which 'are 
subsequently lashed by intense tropical rains. This 
intensive erosion destroys 'fertile soil for ever. And 

. it will take us fiom 30 to 5'0 years to regenerate 
this soil. 

The massive spraying of chemicals has also caused 
the death of 'birds, insects and flsh. By destroying 
the fauna and flora on vast expanses of land the 

, Americans have . committed' ecoclde. 
The people.in those areas have all been affected 

by the toxic cbemicals to some extent, and in. many 
cases very seriously. What is more serious is the 
presence of a sUbstance called dioxin in these defo­
liants," a polson,even :in doses' of micrograms (one 
millionth of one gram) ; the dioxin stays in the soil 

) fOl'quite a long time, and contaminates spring wa­
ter, river water and sea water. As ilis a carcinogel1, 

~ those ·who are affected by it, either directly or in­
directly, by o:Irin.king contaminated water or eating 
contamlnated$nrimps and fish, run the risk of ser­
iousgeneticcortsequencesU~ congenital malfOl;­
lxJations and cancer, ailo:l, not necessari\yirmueo:liate­
Iy,: some of· the consequences may ,not ,become 
evident for some .tiirie.Cnromosomal alterations ha1!~, ' 
been found in children, wh(lsemotilersnave .. been 
victims ofo:lefoliants:'rhe accident which occ~rred ' 
Ii short time ago in1VIilan (ltaly) testifledto the ro~~ . 
of the eJCtremely dangerous substance,dioxin. 
:' 1kUS. wElapons eontinuEl tc;>c\luse,many c~ualties 
amonlilcthEl Vietruu:U,ese lQllSatttll:' the war is ovel'! 



It is estj:matedthatthe amount of unexploded mines;·. 

bO!llb~. and shells might reach at least 150,000' tons; 

some give the figure 300,000. As those 'bombs and 

mines !llay explode at· ,any ti!lle, there are"p~asants, 

. walkers and children killed 'or in,juredevery day 

when they· accidentally trample on amine ora 

shell. Every hectare, of ground must be sifted, square, 

metre by sqttaremetre, devices must be detected, ' 

then carefully defused. It is a' pairistakingan(l 

dangerous work. In Quang Tri province alone, the 

number of casualties .exceeds onehuli/.dred in the 

year aiterliberation. . . , 

Experience after the two ,World w~rsshows that 

these devices mightcontintie to ,iJlflict casualties for 

dozens of years tacoma •. The Americ.an technicians 

haVE! elaborately covered these clevices with a,layer' 

of plastic to ffi!!ke detection by ordinary met40ds 

impossible. Many bOffi9S droppeclfrom a. very high 

altitude dugtheir.way·from.10 ,to 15 metres unqet­

ground"and it is very dHnctiltto (letectthem~, ' 

7 .. Bofh thew~ andtherepre$Sioii bypOlic~ and 

para-!llilitary iO'rcas, r~al white tertor, th:~keS\l.p 
.. the s~cond strategic aspect oflleo-colop,iallst pinicy; 

The aim wf!.s to •. cOtlilpletely'eliiriil1ate . thE! . p6litie~ . 

infrastructute,tj1at is the cadres, fighters;and t:p,ose . 

. . who sY!llpathized with the nMional ·tevolutiOna'rY:. 

mov~ment ; t9 tel'torizethe population and force them' 

.notonly,tokowto~ to, bu:t also tqlQ!ncount~r~ 

.. re.v61utionary,organizationsand w9tk for the :i::n8:­
chi)l'ei'y' Of' rePressioj},Paciftcation operations tange6 

itom sneer .9.sSassi,nationsof· suspectstorepeat.~d' 

totilld,:lI.ps' inl1.'(lti1&:gEi,ior'i1 '"seCt6r. to' eontlertlld . 

~A .. ' 



'SW~~P9 ~onducted by -regular hoops andurii~ of 
~pecia1' police. Opponents or, suspects were either 
killed on the spot,' inJ:lividually or en masse, or, taken 
away and put in prison' where they are subject to ' 
the mostcrttel tortures. There was, no let upin these 
opetration from 1954 t,o 1975. Given the large scale 
and the duration of the operations,it is difficult, to 
estimate the number of victims, kil.led or crippled. 

Thema(ntenan6e, tl'aantngand equipment of Po­
licemenan<i the building of prisons: wasfinanced,;by 
Washingtonancl ,controlled through the numerous 
US advisers who were present in all police and paci-
IIcation:services; , 

This' aspect of the war should not,be ignored,for 
Vietnamese' families not only have manY ,mem1;lers 
hliled,' or, injured by Americanweapons,they' also 
have many members ,who have sperit long years ,in 

, prisou,;!Uld most Qf these have beenmade invalids. 
, S) Apart irqm d~structiofianddeath,American 
intervention has causedsocialuphea~als ,on Ii'scale 
i)nlmovm in any previous ' war. ,The, revolutio~!:y 

, \Vat in A~ia is eS$ential1yw:aged by pea.santS, a.rgues , 
Professor Huntington'; ",artdhe 'concludes: let'. us 

,turnthem intq,city-dwellers and, urbaiUseth~.The' 
adVtcEi hasbef)n followed~y Washlngton leaders. 
Day ,lind night, planes,' heliCOPters an<! ,1ong~range " 
, guns ,bombl;lrded ,the'ci}lagE;lS, ap.<!' crop!! Were \;IolJ.Sed: " 
"with, cllemica).s:. UfewasthlJ.Sma<ileiI)iP,OSsibl", fOr, 

millions oIp'easimtswho had to leav;etheirvillages' 
f~r,~ , cities or rellro'UPinentcentres, und~r US ' 
~ontrol, Tl)e US Sen.~te ,', J;'~ftige~ sub-comniiit~e 

, I ;17 



· estimates that 1/)mil1ionotrilral population had to 
· . leave. the cO.untryside. ' 

· '. In 1960; the i:llral population accounted for .85 , 
'per cent of the, wholepopula.tion; in 1975, 36 Per 
(lent. the non-rural population has thus~isento 065 

.per.cent. (cities and regroupment centres),. a fan-
· bstictigurefora coUntry with only limited. !I;lClus-

. tria1i~ation . . .. 

. The US, H!ghCommand . tried to Idll two birds 
with one stOne. in this way :it deprived theVieti 
narnese re~i$tan® a large part of its human !ll1d 
materiaL resources, while it. recrujtea the. numb'er '. 
· of necessary mercenaries ang p~liceinen among the 

· m~ses of peasMts who were forced to fI~e'tothe 
-elttelJ. With the Thieu army .becomillgstronger, 
·.,Amerlcan. troops could gradually withdraw. ' 

.' .•.• The >soCia,('and.,hutnanconsequepcesofth!S 
'urbiiriization" policy 'are mw:iifo1d:th~ traditional 

". $C!lo(etyhas be~n shaken to itsfounda1;ions, 'menan!!. 
specially chlld1'en reduced 'fo 1ivin~ in the streets 
'Otthecities,'and locked in regrotipm'ent cen~res: 

.".Littleby . little they 10sta11 notion of moral values ' ',1 
{iltiiessdrgariized inrevQlutionary ,structilres)'j 
l!lillibtlS'Of'dd):lars wElrespent on goods to encourage. J 
¢ons'imipti(m. pro.tit~eril\g' andyiolence !!lllong' people 
'CQmp1etely()utofth~ir pr6'per/el~ir,.ent. Prostit\ition; 'I' 

',drugs,gahgstedsrn, tl'a~~eking,sp<;!cUllJ,ti()h,Corrup. , 
. .tion ~hd'ix>rnogr!lphy'l,1aveJume4 .·theclties . and 

~t'eaS'Q~upie-d ..• 1;>y .. Aip.ericari .. ·troops into ·.tru~ 
'. ii!br6mtels"to use the:wol'd ofSenatorF:Ullpright, . 

"",'> .";".,.< .. ',;, ' <' ., ' , ",- '\ - ,- "- ,,:-' , ," 
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. it1t0ateal hell. Vast buildings ancil~xurious villas 
,.grewup chel'k by jowl withshanty~tow~/ which' 

,0 are infestedfiom time to time with epidemics ,of 
. plague, cholera and'typhoid fever, Vast Augean 
.stablesremain to ,be cIEianed oqt after the. collapse 

. Qf the. neo-colorliillistr,egime. . 
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SOUTH VIET :N:AM' 

1. Losses in Itumcmlives, Excerptfromth!! report' 
by the pS ,Senate COlllIllittee on the ' Jucjioi(lTY, 

'JanU!iry~27, 1974.· 
'" -, '" 

CIVILIAN VICTIMS (1965"1973)' 

,',' :',/ · .. r.....-:.......-:.. __ O'----.:----~...,___='7:_._:_., 
, Estimated 

Estimated nUmber of , number,Of 
1.....;~~~I_---ca-'S_,lla-lti_,e-S----'I' 'deathS 

, "1963 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969. 

m~ 
, 1972 

1973 
- 19?4 

10'0',0'00' 
150,0'00' . 
175,0'0'0' 
30'0';0'0'0' 
2DD,DOQ 
125,0'0'0' ' ' 

. 10'0';0'00 
, 200',00'0', 
~,B5;ODD 

Figures still 

25.00'0', 
50',00'0' ' 

,ao,ooo, 
100,000' 

, 60,000' 
, 30,000., 
" 25 DOl)'· 

65;0'00' 
. 15,0'00 

nl)t ... ' $vailable 

Total: " 1,435,0'0'0" ,430,DD(), ;,.;: 
(not Inch,tdi!l$ tMse wlio<lled In 'l>rlS~ns) 

" " Note that the above ftgut:es are wellbelQw, the, , 
r&lnUhl.ber01 victim'!. fbtma.tiYI'llOj?l'e.'were ,kill!!d 
orutjured "U:i.Vill~es sl,lbj~d1io US~l'IUppetJ)6ni~.); 
lj)gl! Md.·itl. ~crh 'the tJ~q1.ii~tin$S il<!Yer ,set f<lilt. 

, ',:.d'\,,~ .-,., ,~ 



Ina detailed analysis (1) made as early asjn 197~, 
an American researchWOTker estimated civilian 
losses .in South Viet N am to be 1 million killed and 
two million injured durin~ the period 1961 to 1970. 

2. War cripples(1~65-1973J . . . 

Source: USAID (2) 

Official statistics OI' the' Saigon puppet gpvern­
ment of victims hospitalized up to the end of 1973 
show:' . 

~ Amillitatees 
. -' Paraplegics 
-'" Blind' 
-,Deaf 
-' Otherwise affected 

Tota1 
, Notethat: 

(Estimates) 
83,000 166,000 
. 8,000 16,MO 
3U,000 60,00P 

10,000 \' 20,000 
50,000 100,000 . 

181,000' 36~,O()(i 

, . ..c... the above figures are based, on: officiillstatistics,. 
ard include only those sent to hospital; where~ the; 

.!lrea! m,ajorityofvictitns w~o . lived in. remote .ham~ !.' .. 
l~, could, not 'afford to .go to hospital, and even in' 
, the cities waT inval\ds,vvhohavereceiv.ed· no tr~atc! 
. ni,ent, are '.s, £~iliar SCene. In, the streets; .... , . ~ 

: !.~thel),umber. of people crippled by vv~r 'ordnance,! , 
lUiS in<:feasedsinc~A,prill~75 dUe to the fact that i 
about ago;oo!} to/lsofunexplodedllOmbft, shel~s~ and! .• 
mines still lie bud~d,in the fioeldll,and fQre~ts; " ... 

; '~- _,' t . 
_,..... .... · ... C)....... i'· 

. t~): i~:~;7He!'1'laIl\l' .4irac.tle.. In,V'etNam.l\f1/t1l8qn<!: 
~~f!I~ti~#,.:P,IlgrlJ1i J·r~~,:ao.stol\ ~970.,,','~ ",':X!·,;,.,\:,,\\, ' 

.... .. \.!(#>:V~~~>~i!!~~~4~~~*)) to/ ~IAt-':!~a~~9~i~~vil~¥~~~i;: .. ' 
'··.L!~ .,.' - '. ,-," 



,,It,PQPula;tion, Displacements (1965-1973) ," 
(SourcE! : ,Report by US Senate committee on thE! 

i,: '{Il~ciary:, 'January 27, 1974) , 
'. ),' :a) Refugees registered by UBAID: " 
, ' ' 'Year 

. 
, " 

1965, 
,1966 
1967 
1968,i 

: 19119 
, 1970· 

1.9,71. ' 
1972 
1973, 
Total: 

772,000 
906,000 
463,000 
494,000 
59Q,OOO 
410,000 
136,000 

1,320,000 
,~18,OOO ' 

.5,909,000 
b) Vietnamese "~xpelled,' from Cam-

bodia. . " ' , '210,000 
Ii) Estimated temporary displacement " 

'durIng ,the1968T~toffensive and, • 
1968)Vfayoffensive, 1,650,000' ," 

Ci)Persons, dIsplaced' in PRG- • 
o~ntrolledareasahdnon~reg!si:ered ' 

. refugees 'dUring 1972' offensive. "700;POQ . 
e) Estunates of the'rilUriberofcno'n-c 

registered.' ' refugees '., ' since 1964, 
in,eluding the ofielI\il.lloriwho$e 
names ,I\renoi'tound, in: the' ' " i'" 

, refUgee-register~. 2,,000,000,,' 

I'" :. '.- " '." 

4.' Mate,!'io,z IClSses ., ,.: .•.. '. ' .', ·,i .. i.' " .. , '., ' 

. ':'9,01)0 of1§;0()~, hamll!t1damil~d;' alafseltumb~r 
c6~~1~t,~lM: #¢~i~~~·fi.'i'.;.";,· ',::, ....•.. ,; " "'::,' .. /'<. <':; • 

. r·. 

'. 

i.o:. , 
, '"lll: 
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- ~ 0 million hectares of rice-fields .and crops des-
tH,yed or burnt." . 
...... About one and a hal{ million oxen and buffaloes 
kille.d 

, - Tens of, thousands of. dwelling hQuses burned, 
· t.ansacked, dismantled. or destroyed (villages were 
; often repeatedly razed) 
...,.; Halfo!the10 millionhectares',of'forest submit­

\ ted. to saturation bombing by 13.52 bombers., 
~ .. Nearly two.:thirds of the 280,000 hectares of 

· mangrove "and cajeput 'forest,' two-thirds of the 
.7~,OOO hectares of rubber plantations and 50,000 hec- , 

". tares of Coconutcirees: destroyed. . . ' 
·· ...... Loss.of nearlY 45 milliQncubic metres of timber 

with ,great potentfal commercial value (I) . 

-:-. 10 per cent, oJ the land contaminated by tOXic 
chemicals and rendered sterile or in the. process of 

,lateritization.. . . ; , . " . 
. . --- Land rendered useless for cultjvation: 20 million 

bomb ,craters, equivalent to,140,OOO hefctates (2) 

5. Socia/cOnsequences 
--- MOre than 800;000 orphans. 

· 'cAbout l,ooo,obo widows 
··,.-Nearly'half a million invalids 

, , .- More than 3 million.' unemployed 
.:.. 4 million illiterates, . 

. ' .'., ,'.,;.-.' More than 500,QOO prostitutes 
<:'-;:", 

'. ;.;(l)~eportl>YProfessor Mattl>ew Messelsqri, of Harvai'd 
,;;!:U.nl .... efSlty,publlshed In .t970. . .' . . . . 
, 'h(~i,~"t l)v ¥.Uertca.!lPro~.lSOr1C.W.P..~elfer. ot. Vnt~. 

'!l:ilrM~,Of' " Montanaro .. 'the .. 'Internatloi!al .. Conference' .. On 
mli4t¢lne ' and tl>e 11ldochinaWar,l"al'lii, tiecemblH',1971; 
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, ''-Half. a m,illion drug addicts 
- Nearly one million' COI\$umptives 

" - ).VIilllonsof, undernourished people. , 
,...- Not to mention, other far-reaching consequences 
with regard to social and family, relations,and the 
dis¥trous effects US neo-colonialism has had on the 
'rilinds~f the people and their way of li~e dUring 

, , r ~ '\ 

",those ,decades. 
':..c.. Hundreds of thousands of hooligans; juvenile 
delinquents and beggars. 



- NORTH VIET NAM 
I· '. 

,1. Populated 'areas damaged by American bomb­
ing ~aids' (1964-1973) -

Kinds ef damag-.Number 
ad populated;,rea' Remark! 

CIties Or town~ 

I. 

il'rOvincial capital. , 
. 

Oistrlct '. capital. 

6 AI~ , th~emost. Important 
. " ~ti •• hav~ .been bombed, .3 

oithem ,completelyrazad 
" (for. . international : ·reasons, 
'~allol hal been the least 

d.magad, whe~a •. · Its out­
skirt. and .. the other cities 
must be completely rebuilt,) . 

29. . 29 ill'o'Vlncial . capitals h~ve 
been 'bombed, 12" of them 
ta;z:ed. - . , .. '..-' 

. 96' 96 01116; district. capitals 
,have. been bombed, 51 of ' 
th$m. ra:ied : '., "" ' 

. 4,000 AbDul two_thlr(ls of. all' viI· , 
Iages . in, Jl/orth ,vIetNam 
damaged,. 300 razed: . 

, . 

With a' ,view to bombing NOrth Viet Nambac:k 
thto theStoj'leAge, the A.ptericllhs POtlrep more than 
2.~, m!liiontollso{ bombs on .to th~ ,count~Yimore 

. thal1 th,ewelghtofbombsdroPP'ld duv!ngthe Sec­
otld .Wodd i'o/ar(2,05'Z,244'ton$),aIidfoilttbnes, 
,asmtlchasth'at'of the Korean war (635;000 . tons), 

. .;. F.'. ' -; " 1--" '-'. , 
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" ,"li1i.~y de~tro:yed UinllHofi ilCJUiire metr~s of brick 
/: ~",ho!lses and. hundreds, of thousands of straw~roofed 
':.~: houses, killed.hundreds ·ofthousands of civilians (I), 

orphaned. apcut 700,000 children anq rendered tens' 
qf thousands of children' deaf al\d'dumb. ' , 

From 19!H to 196~,North Viet Nam succeeded 
in building. up man:\' industrial centres (Viet,' Tri, 
Thai Nguyen, Quang Ninh mining area, Vinh, Hiii­
phong, Nam,Dinhr, All thesewete'damaged between 
196Illindl968 .. Rebuiltfrom 1969 to 1972,they were 

. again almost entirely demoliShed by American 
bombs, and everyth,ng had to bebujlt 'up again 
from zero at. the beginning of 1973. . 

" . 

.. ' '2. ECi;lnomic and. socio'cultural da"m9ge : 
",,', '. " ' '.'~. ' /. . ' ", 

'U$ bombing raids have:' .. ' '. '. 
In agi;iculture- destroyed hundreds of thousands '. 

". of .. heeta.re~ of .r!ce"fteldsand aardl!ns. ' •. , ". . 
- killed about 40,0.00 .oxen and .. buff~~oes; 
'::"'; damaged 68 o:f.70· State' farms, rnO!;e than 

1,600wateI'con~er'Vancyworks, . 8. State forestry 
.entreprlses, '48agronotnicresea1'C,h stations, razed . 
hundreds offishmen's' vlIlages.along. the: coast, de~ 

': m~iished mor~ than' 1,OOQitnportatit s~Ctorsllethe .' 
<:lyltesYstem.. . .' .'.'..... ".' .... '.. . . •.•. . . 

InIn4uS't'rt/-fol1owed'tl1e1ldvice itven'bY the' 
.. USfot1i'ler Air FOrce Chief of Staff; QeneralCurtis' 

leMay, !'to destroy;eyety, fa(!tl);,y,evetyil\d!lstrial , 
, ba~eand nottostopaslorig:as tWQQric!tS are stuck ' 

t.ogether".', . . '. " 
(.' 

"" .. "'.\ 

(1), Rep';rt by the US' ~\lte Committee \(n the fud!o!ary, 
Janua,.y n 1974., ' ' , 
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....:. destroyed about 4QO industrial installations as, 
weli "s hundreds of warehouse{ with hl-mdreds, of 

"thousands of tons of material, equipment, goods 
(The Thai Nguyen Steel plan, in particu~ar, was 
.bombed70 times by us planes, inclucling B.52 

, bomb~rli) . . .', '. .,. 
-- damllged all electric power installations, 
Communications and transport. 
;... damaged all '6 railway lines, all the railway " 

stations, store~hquses, all the river and sea, ports, 
. all the railway anfl road bridges, ThllHam Rong 
"bridge (Thanh Hoa) inparticular,was the target 
of 3110 waves .of air and naval' attacks, ,in . which 

,Z2,OOO Iarge~calibre bombs, '2,000 missil'es, 4,000 
rockets,and huhdreds of torpedoes were used; 
,-,destroyed hundreds of locomotives, p]:ore than' 
4,000 carriagji!S; 4,500 motorvehi~les of ,all kinds, 

, 400 kilometres of railroad, thousands of kilOlnetres 
'. of road; tens of thousands of ffiqtor-boats, launches 

anc;! barges,etc;,; .' , 
On the socilJ-culturai field' , 
-df!.m~ged2,923 schools (both genera~ education 

an4 higper ed)lcation ,establisiun~nts) ; 
,-., destroyeg 465 pagodas and temples, 484 ·chur­

cpes, 808 cultural monuments, including mOre than. 
100. 'places of historic .interest~ , .' 

. ""':'damaged350 hospitals, destroyed 1,500 intlr­
I]laries ~nd;,mate;tlity" hospitals (medicalreselirch 

. flentres such, as, the Bach JM:llihospltal,Viet Nal]l"' 
..soViet Unioniriendship !1Qspitaf,Viet N am~chrn~ 
Friendship' . hospitaI~ .' Viet:N~f"-Czechoslovaki~ 

';;'rt~~d~hiP hospital; Viet N am-Runsa,ry F;rienC\ship . 
, . , ~, . . .",,' 

·.i~O •..• 



hospital, Viet N am-Poland Frienclship hospital; 
have been' bombed. Bach Mai Hospital was 

.• I!,ttll-cked by B-52bom):>ers. and the QuynhLap . 
Leprosy Research Centre with 2500 beds was com. 
pletely' de~troyed. 

• 
••• 

There are at least 15. million people who have 
. been ·direct1yaffected by US intervention, if we 
include the dead, wounded, crippled and those whose 
homes, villages, and districts have been destroyed: 
All the towns and cities iii th~ ~orth and· two­
thirds of the villages allov¢r the country have been 
destroyed or damaged~ How can we evaluate th~ 
additional consequences of ·s()cial. upheavals, COrrUP" . 

tinn, 'depravation,. venereal disease and· juvenile 
. delinquency? 
':No country h;i$ ever suffered so much and·fot 
such a long. time .. Jt . is cert~in that th.. tenacity, 
herolsm,and creativeness of t4e Vietnamese people 

. with tM leardeshipofan experiencecjMarxist party 
and '. with· the Socialist regime, will eventually over­
cOme aU'difj\eulties:Friends ftom allover the world 
are helpingyietN am toheaI' the war wounds, 

. But one should never forget that fuli.responsi­
bllity lor all thiS. rests square1y/with the Washing- . 
ton leaders.' . . . 

• 
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Ha Noi electric light-bulb and thermos flask factory 
(May. 1967) 



Wounds caused by fragmentation bombs 



Wounds caused by napalm 
(one can imagine their life-long sequels) 



eua Ong Street, Hon Gai, Quang Ninh (July 1967) 



Ha Noi Railway Station (December 1972) 



Kham Thien Street, Ha Noi (December 1972) 



Cam Ly Dam installations, Quang Binh (March 1971) 



Dang Loc hamlet, Quang Binh (March, 1971) 



.. 

Phat Diem Cathedral, Ninh Binh (April, 1966) 



Tran Quoc Toan Temple, Quang Ninh (October, 1967) 



Vinh Teachers' Training college (1967-1968) 



Quynh Lap Leprosy clinic and research centre (March 1967) 



Ha Tinh Hospital (January 1967) 



On the road at Son My (My Lai) (March 1968) 



Civilians being herded into concentration camps 
by US soldiers 



Sweep by US soldiers in areas affected by toxic chemicals 
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US toxic chemical 
South Viet Nam. 



A defoliated rubber plantation 



Samples of leaves growing on trees sprayed 
with toxic chemicals three years previously 
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Ecological damage 
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Bomb-craters and defoliated areas in Rung Sat 
and Rung Duoc (Gia Dinh) 



Devastated 
countryside 



Tay Ninh: hamlets razed by American bulldozers following 
bombing raids 
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A Saigon slum 


