


ments . of .this - kmd ‘of: guerﬂla warfare. We.: ha

VIET NAM A “LABORATORYu S

o ,:Vlet_Nam looks like- the place”,

Ra:ndom House, New York 19'12)

It is qu1te possﬂaleu

L “‘I‘he only place m the world where there was a
-real’ challenge ‘was in Viet N am,’ and ‘now _we, have;_ -
& problem in trymg to make our: power credlble and‘ R

(th.n F Ken.nedy quoted by David-" :
Halberstam — The Best ‘and’ the' Bnghtest Dos

m' the decade of the 1960 sr L

 the decisive - struagle wﬂl take place 1n thls area'-r."..-‘ ;

5 (the Third World)..

i We have recogmzed the unPOrtance of. the area |
~(South: Viet ‘Nam). as a laboratory.- We have had. =

(Robert s McNamarn Statement o AR
Congresa Hearings Washington D.-C: 1962) FRa

.- teams. out -there- lookmg ‘at, the: eqmpment reqmre-':‘_-‘_E__.'_'-;:

rotated semor ofﬁcers ther They ‘are carrymgl-'f.;g_,_'i':'.::-




MASSACRE OF CIVILIAN POPULATIONS S

_ One of the great and cruc1a1 questlons in th.lS_-
_war is how many of these casualtles are: Viet €ong, -

. and’ how many: are c1v111ans" 1t genera11y3
-‘estunated that there “are two wounded for’ -every Sl

Y one kllled on- the battleﬁeld JI[‘hus by the end of :

this year the - Viet Cong or somebody in- its. area of . - "
. operations. miust be presumed to . have suffered - = -

'.':_'-Z-upwards of 400 000 casualtles Smce the entire Viet. e

- Cong force -.is estlmated at ‘between 150,000 to

160,000, this means that we ‘have’ "overkﬂled" the .
. _'Viet Cong ‘about two:.and ‘8 half ‘times. Obv1ous1y*_3" _‘

E _:'th;'lS isn't true.,. The conclusmn that must. be reached -

s that ‘many. of the people being killed are not: .

B V1et Cong, even though,they may be listed es such -

A truly staggering amount of c1v1hans are gettmg L

'kllled or mairned in this war, - . _
. - (Bernard -Fall,’ Last’ Reflections on a; Wur, o

Clty. New York 1867, page 22'7)
'I‘he Department ot Defense hias” hever really come”‘_

Doubleday “and: Oompany INC.: Garden. o

" “clean o’ the impaét of US bombing on the citilian %
.-_population and faclhtles “if - North ‘Viet  Nam.

" Contrary to ofﬁc1a1 US vlews -massive- da.mage dl&__',:i.\‘ '

_ gegur throughout the, country t0 ‘medical facilitles,

~ schools; ‘housing, churches Jcuityral ceriters, "ete. - -

Commit’tee o the Judicia' "..TanUary 27

Y _1:000 000 persons became homeless and' k

(Ext:er,pt fmm Beport by tha US Senater”' i



" Sirice the beginhing of 1965 the Americans have
poured between 14 and 18 million tons of- ammuni-
" tion.on..., the equivalent of 720 bombs of the type S

dropped on leosh.lma R
C{Le Monde, January. 25, 1973)

o "s_UP,ER Bo’Mia-‘_ ’

- _(_Excérpts from - Prof. A. H. Westing's .
~.Report, : International Conference on:.
YL 7w Mediclne . e.nd ‘the - Itndochim ‘War. Plrls_ R
i December. |1871). . L
The BLU-—BZ/B genéral—purpose h.lgh-explosive' -
~ concussion bomb turns out to be one-of the most’ .
" awesome and: least pub11clzed weapons. to have been ..
. spawned by the war. It is a-bomb with record-break--_-"
"ing dlmensmns, It is 4.5 feet in d1ameter .over:1%
" feet long and we1ghs 15,000 pounds. W1th1n its thin o -
-steél cage are 12, 600 pounds of a special,’ dense blast-- ‘_f(

o ing adent (DBA 22M) consistmg of a gelled: aqueous’ = -
© o glurry of ammonium mtrate and alu.minum pawder';'-‘_'f

N "'bomb

S super bomb ig’ delwered by C-130E aireraft. {0

~. (plus & blnding agent)./This formulation provides b
- _.éoncuvae blast Surpassed only by tha‘t of a nu"l"ﬂ‘r_[

Oﬁ:en l‘eferred to in Vlet Nam as the
3 Cutter” and sometimes ‘as the “Cheeseburge, A

T ag8rd W‘mg of the Sevénth A1r Force ﬂying
: .-z'Ca.m Ranh . Bay alr base) e

. “One’ prbss report claims . that 160 drops-

';pnor to June Df 1970 (Ldé Angeles “Tim,




According to an ofﬂciail SeVenth Air Forqe source, :
"the ‘blast of a Da1sy Cutter ig-of’ such 1ntens1ty ‘that -
el ‘terrestrial and arbereal wildlife (as ‘well:‘as. any\
o luvkless humans) are k111ed outnght by the comus- s "_' ’
swe shockwave L : B ETAAE

_ The 1ethal zone from one such bomb thus covers ;" .

".-_"-an area of about 776 acres. Beyond this cirele " of

'ﬁ'death ‘coneuss, ion’ 1n;|ury dumnishes toa. d1stance ot
nother 1660 eet or 50, S o

UNEXPLODED DEVICES

'_'The' portable land 3 mtne embedded W1th "tiny
ée pe ets demgned td explode instantly if: touched

-w;- The Gfavel Mme-iwhl 4_h41s laid from hehcopter,S, T
; : ,uck The 126 3




Many devmes afe covered w1th ‘a layer of plastic |
i to make them undetectable ) ’ AR

- Acr-ordmg to prehmmary stat1st1cs e year after\
| the 11berat1on of South V1et Nam ‘over one rmllion

: ";bombs, shells and m.rnes of all “Kinds: were'. defused
'-"‘T-OI' recovered, and more. than 30, 000 hectares of land

- were cleared In. Quang Tri, .the ‘most- affected pro-- '

- . vince, from 2 to 3.of the lethal dewces ‘were detected. -

-1n every square metre sometlmes as many as. 8 as
m Tr1eu Phong dlstnct The populatmn destroyed
',885 870 of these: dev1ces usmg 332, 000: workmg-—da’ys j o
TR the ]Ob but: more than Orhie hundred persons were - e
'-"f?kﬂled 0 rmg the clearmg-operatron BEETAT

THE “ROME PLO’V”

(Excerpts from Prof AH Westlngs Report Inter-
_"_;__.-.nat1ona1 Conference on Medlclne and the Indochma__




5 .'roads1des and other 11nes of cOmmumcatlon in: order Lo

fo drscourage enemy ambushes Tt was. not until mld—

- 1977 that the tractors 0rgan1zed into small umts .

B :?_.;fThe employment of rnassed tractors orgamzed 1nto" o

' -‘.'compames for-. extenswe forest- clea,ung began in

1968, and" the program_ has expanded ever since. In - |
- vits primary mlssion of. denymg forest cover and._- L

R sanctuary, the “Rome plow” appears to be w1thout-
"‘”'--”equal R - RN
. Where hulldozmg 15 done in. more h111y terraln\ W
' erosion can’ become ‘& severe 1lab111ty Moreover, with . - * -
o the” elimination of: the ‘enormous - water-holdmgt.“'- :

B f,_;l_._-jcapacﬂy of an ext t :Eorest the heavy I‘ams ‘¢ha rac-»_"_‘_-,___‘\?!'f"'.'f‘

" teristic of V1et Nam can produoe severe ﬂood "\_'

& ’_-‘_damage

FORCED URBANIZATION

' lhtary'\wctory.k‘nor m the esoterm doctrineg-:f:_"__

RO He. Umted States.has stumbled upon t_he anéw@r?.;_"'f N
" “to “wars of national 11beratron The:

R feetive: res- - '
fponse lies neither -in. the: queqt for ‘conventional -



; herefore 1t ap e ars that the primary purpose “of: the.".
“herbicide mission was  to: drivé. ‘people out’ .of ‘the """
-.hbt.rated zones Not: only bomblngs and forced relo= . o
eations’ but also. chemical; spraying was' uséd to'create ;
1 ugees ‘who: would eomie. to" the clty, and hence,\i:'_'.'

( 'tmder control by Salgon . T

(Prof Don Vﬂlarejo “Only we‘ cari-

' ‘prevent -forests; Defolistion - may_last 120‘_.f o
5’earsn FoCal Pomt Sep’cember, 19-74) S




"R SOUTH VIET NAM
-{Reportage) '



I have visited ihe.-soﬁjt'hern ‘part of our country

""" more than once since April 30,1975. Our car crossed

~ the Hien Luong bridge on the 17 parallel unhamper- - .‘

ed, e‘very time we drove along nghway I towards. -

T ','the South, We then drove. through a series of coastal -
Co plams and over: mountam passes in-Céniral V1et Nam '

. before reach.lng the Sa1gor1 area. From there we fol-

lawed nghway 4 until Ca- Mau but from this town' -
1o the cape of Ca Mau we had to go.by boat as thn-,\
-',-'-wea is swamw and there is no suitable road. . L
:The road is good and if- you “do- not 1eave 1t yun _

$eer nothing which rerninds you ‘of the. war, only the -
" beautiful scenery: of- the plams and mountams the_., :

 beaches’ along the coast and the towns “all’ along the. .
- road. The one exceptlon is ‘the omnipresence “of mili- .
- taty - msﬁallatlons huge bases, posts, fortifications, " .

: yadar installations,' mrstrips, watchtowets “guns, )

: j".machine‘guns and. barbed wire - fences that strech‘ f::'

o endlessly ‘with' five or ten layets s
_ Aﬂfer erossing the Hlen Luong brldge in® Quang;
o 'Tn ‘provinee, we at-once came upen the Con Tien-
- Dee Mieu ‘base on: toprof & hill overlookmg a vast -

3"4a1rea This is:the ’McNa.mara Lme’ : Whlch crosses.c s

S 'Highway 1.in several places and spans ‘the long dis~
* {amoe. Brorn ‘the. .coast’ 10 - ﬁhe Truong Son range;

D Be'hmd Bons Ha hes the Al Tu basa, nowa. heap of,.__'f




"-_-rubble stretchmg along the nearby hills South of - B

‘ "Hue in Huong Thuy district, w1th its mtermmable
'--":i'barberi wire' fences, is Phu Ba1 airport, This is. not
- just an airport but: a cluster of m111tary bases called.

B -'.’Ap Nam whlch covers tens of square kllometres -'

- between the a:rport and the remote mountams, and:

:straddles: H1ghw.w 1 At the foot: of ‘Hai Van. P\ss

en the-coast, is the Liien Chiéu oil depot Then stretch~ ‘

.‘ -_'rlng scores of leometres along H1ghway I 11es the}_'-""_
~ huge m111tary air bage of Da: Nang These 1nstallat1ohs‘ ; I

. “account for one«th1rd of the area of the city itself

‘ "'.,(whmh amounts ‘to - 80: square km)., In the south. of.
© " .Quang Nam.’ provmce barbed wire fences appear_:,‘_.
7 -again along kilometre “after Kkilometre surrounding <<
“what was Chu Lat air, - army,- and naval base between AR
.. Highway I and the sea..In Binh. Dinh provinge: barby- T
- :ed wire'stretch: from Phu Cat d1str1ct to-An Nhon.---' o

. Us and puppet industrial -military” complex, sthere:
i '-{._‘are countless barracks, m111tary bases, depots inelud- -

i seored

O district around 1he Phu Cat air- base Next: along the L

road: you see the Tuy Hoa- a1rport (Phu Yen prov— g K
'f.moe) and tl‘le Cam Ranh ar.r:port part: of" the huge T

-air, army, naval bage ' which surrounds: the well =

_ i"known Cam ‘Ranh’ bay Asyou. drive. nearer to Sai~
gon- ‘you can ‘see more" mihtary mstallatmns At Blen *
,.Hoa ‘a towni 30: kalometres from Saigon and a-former .

o ing ‘the huge Long Binh depot- which,. stretches .-

'lometres “from’ Biet’ Hoa inty the ne1gh~ - L

‘houring provinee; Tnside’and. 4round Saigon there'are.

< “numerous army and police bases. One traiming ventre

"..alone (the Quang '»Trung traming eentre for mstance) X
_4_covers BCoTeS ot ectares of‘ ‘land' * you. go’ o




‘\(-'--of Salgon towards the north you ‘can fmd besxdes

i the Tan Son Nhat air base-uthe blggest air base in B
" Sotith Viet. Nam ~the Dong Du- base, hich- was ‘the..

. last refuge of the US 25th- Division; thejr’ “Troplcal"' o

- _'_,nghtmng D1v1s1on”' Farther south, you-see moref

"z;jlm111tary 1nsta11at10ns and not far. frorn My Tho ‘the - |
- ~huge Dong Tam rmhtary base, a naval army and air.

' complex, where the US 9th Division was once station-

i ed: It takes several hours to. get ‘round’ the m111tary_.-_ - _'

L .'Vbase and- ‘the Tra Nec alrport at Can 'I‘ho by oaty

- We have 80 far mentloned only some important.-_
m111ta1y bases Wwe-can’ see from the road, The ared"-'__ <
“of ‘each: of them is: séveral - square kilometres: antl ..

T sq.lare kilorhetres

" millton

': they do not mclude well-known n’nhtary bases lrke-’;.-_"."

" Bien Hoa, ‘Tan ;Son Nhat, Da Nang, _Chu Laiand =’

"-’:Cam Ranh e =h of\ whic

__'xtends over ‘seores "of T
The. sy$tem ‘of bases calléd: Apf* o
"'*;_Na‘m in. Thua’ Thien- occuples “half the d1str1ct of
. "Huong Thuy ‘the Phu Cat base occupies tWo square. .
.. kilometres Wlthm the terntory £ thé thres: distncts-f"-_-

. of Phu Cat, An Nhoti ‘and B Khe' (Bink/ Dinh

.'-'{..f-provmce), the Dong Dy baee' Cu Chi); 1,5 square;,'.

f_-kilometre and’ the Dong . Tam ese (My 'Tho) 6
. squdre .. kﬂometres These'bases were “the |
'__‘-_pomts of many sWeeps ?m which theusends

_ startmg"'_ R

in W éh_ vast;amounts of bombs wererdrd_:‘ped on ..




guns, which'-fAmerican GI ﬁ, called the ’New Zea-— =

:land Orchestra and which brought_ death.to a larde .~
. number of. the V1etnamese fa,rmlles lwing withln u.'
' rad1us of 20 or 30km in My Tho and Ben Tre‘"-_"'.f

provrnces -

. The: very estabhshment of each of those bases,", o
morecrver “entailed. untold ~misery’ and. “hardship
among the local populatwn At the’ Con “Tien—TDoc .
" Mieu base ‘a-local cadre said to- rne, pointingto. the
" ot of the hill #*To clear the area to build this base
Us—puppet troops. drove the populatmn of 4 villages .
* qut: I looked in the direction of his fmger “fothing - s
remains ‘of the r1ce-f1elds and dwelling hotises; "~ -

" instead, there is'now a vast-area covered with- shruhs_

and wlld grass. In the area covered by the ‘Ap" Nam L

i baqe there used to be’ dozens of villages and hamlets
: -belongmg to Huong Thuy d1str1‘ _ The Phu Qat alr'._j

i base was, bullt on_ the land of  scores of-villages :

. belonging o three distriets. In order to build:'the

: of D@ng Tam and Dong Du “the Amemcans K




S

A great deal of work has new been put mtq t1dy-'f_ i

. 1ng up'part of these bases. Militaly helicopters have
. been’ made use of to. clear away: barbed wire: fences
-‘--And many people have been k,illed or injured in the ..~

- 'process ‘mines- of-all: ktnds were planted 1n51de and

j.;outmde the. fences ~and: many - peasants who “have "._ .
. returhed to the1r v111ages after: hberatlon and begun, o

'_._f_:;'ulling the former mine fields have h\ad accldents T
" visited Cat Trinh Commune- (PhuCat. distriet, Binh . -
- Dinh provmce) ‘The: Americans -had razed. five ham—i

. lets of the commune fo build the Phu* Cat» air base.
"A c‘ommune cormmttee member told ‘me. that -ten’

" peasants«working in the field near-the airport. had_‘-f'

_“heen killed by mines; How many’ others T wondered, .

" 'Had:been killed in’other communes in Phu Cat dlsv--._z-“:_‘__:.

tr1ct and other d1str1cts ‘around this’ base 2 I
L The large hases are on,'ly part of the plcture As_- -
LUWe traVel from the 17th parallel to the dape of Ca:
L ‘Mau we: can see green \nllages en elther s1de of. the R

: _ot US and .puppet posts, sources of:-*déath and su[«-}‘

rmg to the populatmn The dens1ty; of: :US mﬂxtary, Do




Chau commune (Hoa:. Nhon Bmh Dmh) 1:':?? ﬁeaf

Thanh’ commurie (Hoai ‘Nhon, Binh Dinh), 18; My.. -

 Hiep’ comminé (Phu ‘My, Binh Dmh), 24; Thanh Thoi

- commune (Thanh Phu,: Ben Tre), 27 Partlcularly in . E:
Khanh An (Tran Van Thoi,"Ca Mau), e Commune = -

- with 5 hamlets -and 3,000 inHabitants there were 15

posrts and pos.1t10ns Each post was garrlsoned by ariy-

- thing ‘from.a’group to. a  company -of U$. puppetf‘.:_:-. '
troops% Thuan “Hung : commune (Chau ‘Thanh,’ Soc.

Trang), with neaxly 10,000 mhabltants was occupmd. :

by a force of 4,000: enemy troops In Huong Thuy L

district where the Ap.Nam base was located, a-cadre ™
told me that there uaed to be 3 US-pUppet trO()pb

s for every two mhabrtants Specml mentmn should be 0
rnede of: Quang Da: province. The Americans .once. -
mustercd A force act:ountmg for one-ﬁfth of - the_;‘ S
expecﬁttonary forces in th1s province, namely 100,000 ..
LGS of dlfferent arms; not including 10,000 South "

KOre‘ -

=trnops and over 30 000 puppet troops (thxs'- o

figure reached 100 000 later), in 173 bases and posts

'82°0f which were : American. Hoa Vang district ac-

" counted for Trom 40,000 16 50,000'US troops and'teris -

o ,_of thousands of, puppet trQOps on' the average there 3
“Was one’ US ot puppet sold,er for “every. 8 or 4.
a:nd in some hamlets as Imany" as'Q’ US‘_

mhabﬂ:ants

L




i _:Bmh Dinh pro'nnCe Was looked upon by the us
_ "quxshngs as the most 1ns¢-:cure of the 44 provinces .
. “"of South V1et Nam;: and as we’ drlve along the fami- =~
" liar ‘'bamboo. and. coconut trees ‘lining ‘up. on both
" sides: of the hlghway, ‘our gulde 'says:. ' This -area
S was: ‘terribly - devastated’. We. are not surprlsed by ..
~the remark since: we: ‘have been told about the. atrog .
“cities of the!war in' Binh Dinh- province .in: gene 1 _
-and. in'Hoai Nhén district in- partlcular But that it
C g 1nade while we are. dr1v1ng along 1 road llned gp e
I wlth green. trees seems rather odd; We turp rJ.Ght
* into a.side-road, and after 20 metres, the scenery‘hasa o
o changed completely ‘destruction, and devastat;mn can
.. be:seen: clearly on both sides, of ‘the road ‘The mqst
o _,.r-str1k1ng :Eeatures are the charred trunks of coconut g
:2'_Aktlees stretch.lng for kilometres; Among t}le trunka
- are bits broken earthenware and battered housc--"
- hold utensﬂs*‘ Nearby, o smiall upturned altar ‘lies.”
L _next to.a broken.stone mortar. This-is what rémaing -
;of 'Gia An “and 'Gia-Thuah hamlets, ‘and their bnce
S so luxurrant' 'groves t cotonut’ trded.” BT

. 'was not. it by ‘bombs or, s;hens x()ur*’ham et_:is_ abouﬂ




10- hectares in. area but.at one time. 1t was ' hit by,’_ _
- 5000 shellq in'a space of two hours. You can see. the
craters all over the hamlet That" pond over there
‘WES dug by a° one-ton bomb. And look here you can.
_ see the.traces left. by enemy bulldozers After bombs-
1ng the place, the enemy ‘brought dozens of “buli~ .
. dozers and fiatténed everything. What you-see here ..
_ 1a completely new! Thmgs have changed The plade - -
‘we are standing on ueed’ to be the ‘foundations -of
Mr X's ‘house. Mr Y's was next door. That. stump. . -
~over there used to be-a large banian tree, and now.
only~a few branches remain on its”trunk. None of . =
- the! paths are the same either:” Indeed many: revolus
tionary regroupees returnmg from the North after
20 years' absence could - not- ﬁnd their- way home,' L
they did ne1ther recogmze their old villages

In coconut v111ages 1n B1nh Dmh a‘nd Ben Tre as-
We wa]ked a;nong the" groves of coconut trees sttll\‘-:- :
standmg, we were: surpr1sed when we heard people
“say that they were short of cdconut “The' foliage of .

- the trees Was 50, thick”' said one- of. ‘thém, “that it
. covered the sun. all day and it -was 1mpqss1b1e to dry._ .
" our paddy. Even at- night when there was a‘mpon,
the v1llage was. ‘pitch dark” Another added‘ ‘Before L
the palms;’ were 80, thick that clnldren could play and

_ grown-ups could hold meetmgs on- them InCa Mau,
- 'we ‘werg sailmg in’a boat along a canal lined with - -
coconut trees, ‘mango trees and ]ack—frmt trees when B
"'an old man said: “Branches intertwined over. ot o

. heads: here and’ monkeys ‘were: able 1o wa],k on’ th‘?f*_ .
branches from one bank to the other. L s




In other provmceq grovés. of cajeput trees of pine :
trees; and fields of mulberry gave way to fields of

~~ hemp or green rice. Quf of the millions of coconut
L trees wl'nch ‘have escaped ‘the massacre as 1f by 'y
“'miracle, very few can bear fruit, as they are scarred

by bullets and bomb fragments I visited a tnangrove

o forest. at- Vlen An on the cpast of Ca Mau, The trees :

“had’ once grown upnght and tall, and very close to

" one another .blit now the forest was transf.ormed mto.‘

) f.a wasteland ‘which stretched as far as the eye could' .
" see, with some scattered stumps here and there Ftsh '
~and shrimps floated to the sirface after the Amer-

icans had sprayed toxic chemicals on the capal T

“vigited another forest of cajeput. trees near the Gulf-'

of ‘Thajland, trudging dozens of kilometres through - '.

the reeds, through woods of young cajeput trees and' -
charred ones before T-could reach- the forest ‘proper. .
~ But the tregs were not as thick and tall as before..
:__.The name of U Minh (forest of darkriess) no lorger -
" .. makes any sense. ‘Before it was dark, but the Amer-
' 'icans, defoliated the forests and poured napalm on.

. them’ and the peat layer whlch covered the ground L
’and left it to. burn for months’ oh end, =

. Of. course,  the . ‘people’ suffer - much more. than i

: nature itself, How can. we begin to relate the dramay .

Bt of all the wllages .and’ communes ‘we visited, All
gthe northern communes. in. Hoai Nhon district (Binh = -

‘Rinh- province), wete levelled by 117 bulldozers and o

- tapks between 1968 and 1970.- Nhi Long. commune -

(Cang: Long distriet,. Tra- ‘Vinh ‘provinee) wes the - -!’_.f
s target of. saturatton bombmg by B52 bombers S
: ?;‘- umesf and 23 la:?ge -SCale sweeps by Us traepa Hm [




" Hai commune (Hoa Vang, Quang Da) was the scene "

 of 202 sweeps in 1966 and 1967; thé people”in ’

" Dien Tho: commune - (D1en ‘Ban, Quang Da) were_ o

" Roesndt

- foreibly” evacuated’ and Te= evacuated 20 times -and

'the commune. 1tse1f was razed 17 t1mes durlng 1968 -

* and 1069 In Dien Hong (Dien Ban, Quang Da). on’
: dverage’ every square metre- feceived one bomb,

- _,and the commune itself was levelled 5 times. ‘Khanh- -

Lam commune (Tran _Van Thoi - district,” Ca Ma.u.\.

e provmce) has an“ area -of less- thahi 40 square-'\
'--.f'kllometres {t is mear the. lower, U’ Mmh forest and .

_ “has’ more. “than’ 10,000 inhabitants’ Uving in" 8" '
“hamlets. It was the target of 7,475 ‘raiding’ sorties,

_“over 500" sweeps ‘and ‘attacks. 'Enemy ‘planes cams *
__here 94 times to spray toxu; ehenncals and: dropped .

“seven:ton bombs 17-times. B.52 bombers' carried but

'_;'faaturatmn bombing 9 times. ‘So- you 'should ‘not’ be .

\ surprised - 1:E you:are told by a southemer that hI.S L
o 'vﬂlage Has been rebuilt for 44- tlmes! RN

“And what happened to the 1uah padd1es and |
‘ichards 1 Tt we look at thern closely, we see that the
" fiélds Have been reclaimed recently- and have yielded A

© o only one or two ‘crops. The small green banana trées
and sugar Canes have talen: the -place: of: age-old
ees; mango’ treés; dorian trees and’ milke . -

Ve h‘pplé tr 5 *and Aare only one’ or two years ‘old.’ Theére . -

T iré fields “of elephant ~g_'ass .or: reeds ‘which 'g;'ow___'j
- above.” the”head ‘of “those " who happen o, cornetite. T

'_,‘""'Athe area At -Cuti- Chi," near Salgon fields. ‘of | to‘ugh
© mtiss ‘calléd\ ‘American’ graas’ have’ deep roots TOW:.

“*-":Ameri' ¢ ‘nj-‘?pllots "have *dropped tirsbombs | ‘oni iy




- grass and shrubs are growmg on the ares- where : '_
: ProSperous’ villages, fertlle ﬁelds and orchards stood SR
g .‘formerly - - o

Durmg the _war large areas: of land became fallow-' =

“.in~ peasants’ _houses: T

whlle others .were. turned “into nulitary bases,

. B barracks strongholds It is no ‘easy “job to plough. .

the land again. ‘At Cat Trinh. commune: (Phu Cat, -

- Binh Dmh) there are hundreds of fields lym,g fallow "
because . under - the grass there are. stlll a lot of
L unexploded enemy bombs, - shells or mmes of all- -

.. kinds. At Trung Lap Haralet (Cu Chi) there are two_.

"hectares ‘of -land" covered completely w1th 1arge'_"

. craters. 'According to the chairman of the committee: ., -
-of. Phu Vang district (Thua Th1en) of the (10 000 -
. hectares ‘of “arable Tand 5000 are fallow .and the .
" grass ‘which covers the surface is so’ thick that only . C
. *‘tractors can be used 'to till the land. At B1nh Duong-.j'__,
. '-.commune (Thang Bmh Quang Da), +350 - of- 400 .0

- hectares are: fallow In- 1970 during the erase Bmh "

B :_Duong from the map operatlon 1nv01V1ng 10\000

. " GLs, -all 3,000 draught - ‘animals  were - killed: and.__g'-..-.
= ."eVerythmg razed to the ground When I arrived at_-'__'-'-‘

.. ‘the’ comimune at the end:of 1975, I'noticed that the_. Y
- members of the comimune: commiittee were ‘quartered ..

_ "'-'-response ‘to. my" questwns L
- they said that the'o ﬂy hr1ck house left .was ‘used o




In order o make a close study of the destructmn .

ey caused by the Us- qulshngs OVer a: large areq,: one

: 'must stay for some time in Quang ‘Tri- province; ‘on.
o ,--,'{-*he southern. bank of ‘the Ben Hai river - (17th.

' 'parallel) “This region ‘has an area of 4700 square- a

. ':‘.kﬂometres and a- populatun of about 350 000 souls. n e
. and ‘was" razed. - by -4, divisions of the US. Expedi-
. tionary Forces’ (mcludmg the .US 8rd Marme'--_ :
'.';-—.D1v151on ‘which landed ‘there- as’ early as May 1865).
. 2 m1111on tons of - bombs and ammumtlon were " -
: '_"usea -against: th1s provmce (that is. one-tenth of. tne
" total used against the South durmg the 20 years of
._war) It is estlmated that- the amoynt of bombs and_j---'_ O
= :emmumtmn used by the US in Quang Fri-and Thua -
N .-'Th1en _provinces - was. the: equivalent - of - that used
R '._-durmg the SEcond World ‘War in the. whole Pacific
‘_.\_j_.area ;Quang Tn 's old c1tade1 (formerly Lhe provmcml )

.'cap1tal’), only two kﬂometres square was’ h1t by an’ i
Iy amount .of ‘bombs. and ‘shells equwelent to. the" S
o desttuctive. power - -of: the. H1rosh1ma bomb, ‘Now the -
o towne of Quang “Tri. has completely dlsappea,red,‘?"'
SO o8 ftlns provmce almost ‘gll the ‘plain- hamlets were. -

* destroyed, ‘except ‘three which. were spered ‘from’

gttacks and three ‘others Avhich were’ only. sl1ghtLy 4_;’:_-._‘-::
istrict w;th a: P°p"‘1&1}ion:;-; ;

. damaged. The Hai Lang & _
7 of 80,000 was turried into a white belt;: a“d---uwas'the?j_'-
- géens’of ‘ovér: 4,000 sweeps between, 1965 & £

E _-.T.Altegether Lhe enemy dropped

300,000 totis ef_

mbs, . razed 3,6 00._ hectares 08 1 gnd orchards, " -

3 Were razed, 2

m]ured 3,000;-.-'-‘?‘?1_.'



- 1966 to 1970 Durmg about the “same perlod B52_ L
_ bombers carr1ed out saturat1on bombing agamst 4
communes, The Trung Hai- commun.e ‘was h1t by

790,000 ‘bombs and :shells, on the average of’ 230-'..' '

_'bombs or shells per person. In Cam Lo’ d1str1ct 50 of

* 83 hamlets (with 4,000 households and 700 hectares .-

“of land, mostly nce-ﬁelds) were razed ‘and 1,300 -
" draught. ammals were killed. In- Gio. Linh and Cam
- Lo district thOUSands -of people were affected by the
toxw “chemicals Wh.ICh devastated an area of 540' E

' square kﬂometres

- Now. thh thé return. of” peace and the greenness

burgeomng in Quang Tri, it is, estimated that as - ‘

many as. -2 m1111on bombs, shells and. mines :5till

_remain buned in the whole provmce ‘an average of
two to’ ‘threée bombs or shells per 'square .metre, At -

Tneu Phong the figure is higher. A. lot of effort is L
: requr.red to defuse theé mines.and. bombs -and they

" take their toll of lives too.” In, .8 space of one-year.
. after- hberatmn 322,000 working days. were spent_;_'--

to: defuse. nearly 885, 870 bombs. and _mines at the'
cost of hundreds Qf people k111ed or 1n]ur-ed!

Son My (My La1) is now well known all over the -

: Woﬂd BUt there is more than one Son My There ig




C during a sweep in November 1965 In a.nother SWeep" :
in- August 1972 they killed 570 persons and injured =
1,000 2,000 civilians’ ‘wete Iulled at 'An Lao (Binh

:,__"':Zijh) 400 farmhes were k111ed at Yen ‘No and Cam . - )
- Ne' (Hoa Vahg, Quang: D4).in 1964 1750 persons

- “were: k111ed at-Ba: Lang “Ah (Son Tmh Quang Ngal)

' ._ .in° 1969..South, Korean troops k111ed 900" persons at -

 “Binh: An (Binh: Khe, ‘Binth Dinh) in two-days; they - ' °
also k111ed 500 persans gt B1nh Du(ang (Thang Binh, -
Quang Da) on March: 10,1969, At Kinh Lai. Hieu -

" (Phing Hiép, Can Tho) the US gth Division killed =

e more than 400" c1v111ans ‘in'1968; At Binh Hoa: (B1nh'
Son Quang Ngai) .South: Korean troops kﬂled 360

e persons at one fell SWaop [in March 1967 There is .f"‘-;-' |

: no end to the atroc1t1es committed by tha” ehemy..
Durmg ‘our: trip to’ ‘the ‘southern part of our - -
ountry we heard cou‘htless ‘stories:: of these crimes S

On 'a simiall: bridge near the: ofﬁCe of the- Phu Vang
. - distriet: revolutiohary commlttee (‘I‘hua Tl‘ueﬁ) .
- Diefn- agents exhibjted the head o a cadre for weeks @

SRR | ¥ 1965 ‘At Rach Rang (Tran: -é.n Thoi; ‘Ca Mau) the .,
_ . enemy beat a woman® to. ‘déath: and dragged cher’ -
.. along. the -canal by her long hajr tled 10 the -stem .

. of & miotor-boat. South ‘Korean ‘troops :smashed-the * -

- . _head of a ch11d agamst the tnunk of a baman tree "



‘bufiaIOES draw harrows over them manghng thelr .

~ ‘heads horr1b1y "The butchers ‘atethe. livers. of the
- people they killed: on'a mountam-peak i1 ‘Que’ Son

{Quang" Nam), 1ntend1ng in thlS wa&L to terror1ze.

b _"people' S =
At Tam Ky (Quang Nam) south Korean sold1ers' '

‘who found A pregnant woman in a house ﬁrst bet .
... on‘the’ séx-of the: baby and then’ rlpped Open her: -

'_-;j-belly to see who' had’ won ‘their bet. Puppet, {roops. - :
RN forced an old woman . to eat the’ ﬂesh of her son. they - -

.‘ killed: " in- . a communal house at Hal Thanh
ang Tr1) B :

e vérybody' 'has_ heart rendmg expenences to tell: e




.ranglng from’ 3 months to 13 years The deputy

" chairman himself was arrested 15 times. 40 per cent -

‘:of ‘the populat1on had -been" torturéd Now 200 of = . -

- the 6,000 inhabitants are invahds The over- _forties -
-~ feel unwell: whenever’ there is a change in the‘:'
" -weather, Thére were 14,000 -inhabitants in Binh
. Duong commune (Thang B1nh ‘Quang. Day’ in'1954."
. _‘As a result of thé. mountmg terror there were. only s
"'8,200 left in 1964, 4,200 in 1968, 3,000 in 1970, and. ..
2,000 in ,1971 As many- as.. 4000 people‘ have been'
killed'during the last.20 years. Now, after. liberation .
.~ and the return of the refugees; half of ‘the populatxon' o
of 6,000 cansists of chlldren (2 100 school-chlldren) —
_Most of ‘the 600 men are cnppled or invalids, and =
" the rest ai-e smk The chairman -himself is very .. -
"-'-'.weak and ‘has a: large scar on the. chest caused by o
"4 bullet. In Hai Chu commune- (Hoai_ Nhon, Binh-
"Dinh}, the populat1on dropped from. 22; 000 in 196510
11,000 in 1972, -and 10 500" in 1974 to, rise now to
413,000, 3, ,000 perséns “have been- killed, Due to the = .
sprayfng of ‘toxic’ cherrucals 35 per cent of thew
- ‘population. suffer from - 1ntest1na1 diseases; 5 or' 6 -

E i'.'are bhnd and many nuscarnages have been reported -

=

CITIES OR CONCENTRATION CAMPS? SRR

If we- dr1ve along I-Ilghway I and nghway 4 as B

far as Ca Mau, what strikes. ong" is thé number of

-'_:'-..;of the War and neo-colomahsm

"+ cities  and. towns which have. mushroomed. alang. -
' '_‘_-fthese 1mp0rta:nt commumcatlon hnes A d1s.cermn;;.r R
" gye GAN-§ed. through this . pmspenty the ugly sores



Let us: leave Can Thp and travel along nghway S
31 60 km to Vi Thanh, capltal -of former Chuongl" N

L _'I‘h1en provmee At ﬁrst glance, the town looks like -
" hinidreds of others:in southern, Viet Nam: Though

~-small, it has many tall concrete buﬂdmgs huddled - T

o together ‘many streets with crowded shops and many .
TV antennas ; it'is_as busy as many other towns.on

the banks of’ canals in the Mekong Delta w1th boats

: »‘siling back and forth .But the streets are regularly y
“laid out. m blocks punctuated by mllltary posth-,__'

T barracks fortifications and ofﬁces On the map the_
""‘-.-f-'town looks 'hke a’ hug‘e barracks PR S
. .“The twenty—year ‘old lustory of Vi Thanh town"_. f
'_:.speaks for itself:" In 1954, after the s1gn1ng of the

. Geneva’ Agreements thére was no town on the bank "

. of this canal, only a small market place ‘called Ca- -
Lo Nhum W1th some shabby huts surrounded by flooded - '
':;_‘-ﬁelds and plantauohs of sugar-cane :and banana-- o
_‘-.-"trees Realmng {he m111tary importance ot th;s'-
.-area, the ‘«‘;algon puppet admmlstratlon sent - troops',.f.

- to ‘Ca 'Nhum, “on"August 17,: 1Q54 On' J‘uly "20; 1956, -_:.l._;.;
= :, the D1em admmlstratmn started a ﬂerce exterminate_ o

denounce Cornmunlsts Gampargn m.:___
3 nd a most savage Campglgn.—




"'ﬂthe east Thus the populatron of 15 whole communes
iy of Long My district were concentrated in a small_‘

area the notorious ‘V1 Tha:nh prosperrty zone'. ‘Ngo~ '

- Drnh Diem” came in’ person to this’; prosperxty zohe' -
" to attend the mauguratron oeremony, proclalmmg it
‘a ‘model’ for: the whole. western ‘drea of Nam Bo,

_ From then on, rmhtary posts,- fortlﬁcatmns, barracks '

©and organs of coercion and war mushroorned and

- trade -and transport - offices were" subsequently set -
" up, ‘As’ for the people of Long My, .they had to. .
" live in a ooncentratlon camp. Men and women, old_ -
_— and young, \were forced to do’ labour drggmg canals_'r ’
- and carrying- earth year- after year. Tens of thou-

‘sands of people were moblhzed for the constructlon --"

ot the town.. Old folk, women and children died of :
4 111ness tortures a.nd exhaustion;, Thus it was from_
:-_.a rnarket place or, to be rnore prec1se, from a.

ey _swamp, that Vi Thanh town grew’ up to: become- "
.* "the' capital of. Chuong Thlen in -June - 1966 This new -

town_lies two-thirds in Can Tho provitice to -the
.+ iwest and one-third in Rach Gia province to the east,

".‘-. . :Before 1iberat1on Vi Thanh was ‘not: just. a town

7 More ‘than- 2000 puppet troops wer‘e statmned 1an* ‘

' '_the town and ‘at- tlmes, -there" were’ from 30 te 50
US’ "‘adwsers To the north-west of: the town there "~

S wassa m111tary airfield with ' ‘as_many a3 60 or 70

alrcraft and around the t6wn were many posts and':_ ‘

S harbed ; wife entanglements ‘Vi Thanh’ fown “has .

43,700 1nhab1tants How;! and 30 -per cent, of them are:'_"r'l
S small trader&-‘ : here 18 : hardly any. .in
 production. s




“This ia a typmal exaimple of hOW towns came !nto' Co
. -be1ng and developed in southern Viet Na.m under . .
'US "puppet rule. ‘This does not apply; of ‘course, to .
© all ¢ities and towns in. the South Sorae towns have: . -
‘ rapidly” grown up. from ‘smaller - ones. ‘But-all: of
. ”them have " one ‘common feature : -their” growth has "
- ah extremely odd and.- false character, they lack
' '-:.self-supply productlon and ‘relled entirely on US
-+ ‘hand-oufs. ‘They . ate bu11t ‘on the ‘sam¢ ‘pattern:
_'Vposts on the. perlphery, around a m111tary CP as
. wvital'eentre.. The m111tary machlnery agsumes the w0
E defénce and’ Berves. as -an 1nstrument of - coerclon“
. The: posts: ‘are used to defend’the ‘town and- keep ,
. the pepulation locked in; the’ pOpula,tmn are- kept
- .:there for" m111tary and. pol1t1ca1 purposes, uged a8 o«
. w:’human shield for the’puppet: .authorities, ‘The
e __towns are- really concentratmn -carhps, products of -~ -
"o the US-puppet pohcy of ‘pacification’. Smgon itgelf . -
.. “has been built on'the same ‘pattern: the. perlphery S
s 1nhab1ted by the unemployed, the ‘evacuees’, the -
© 1 refugees’. And-in’ this over-populated area recruits. -
", for the ‘defence. of the city and the’ machinéry of
_-‘_ccermon were easy 4:0 find." "In these 1mpbver1shed ’ 5
5 '.-::-:over-populéted ‘dreas’ denaﬂonahsatmn, demorah-.-‘_"f_
1 'and depravatmn develop sw1ftly, and 500’18.1 T

and Cmoral structures’ servmg as- foundatmns fer
. '_nee-cdlom_ahsm are ’easﬂy estabhshed e

‘industrjr of any‘ importance ‘but d1d have some
: s 60,000 unemplwe&;_ il




'.inearly 10 000 pi'ostltutes 3000 drug addmts,-sooo" .
women suf.fermg from venereal dlsea&es and 6717 o
‘1111terates o 4 o

-DA- NANG Its populatmn grew from 50, 000 in . :

7 195% to. more than 1 million on libération day. It

" boasts - a weaving factory ‘and has, hundreds: of

" thousands small traders ; hundreds of thousands are .
- unemplt)yed there are tens of thousands.-of prost;-p -

' tutes, ‘drug. addicts, hoohgans tramps and tens Qf

' 'thou ands of illiterates.

.SAIGON Ttg- populatlon grew from 500 000 in

1043 to 1 million in 1853 and- 3,5 million ih 1975, .

'.-,mcludmg nearly 500 000 puppet admmlstraﬁon_'

~officials and puppet troops, Its industry. accounts for-

.80 per cent of the GNP of the ‘whole. of’ South Viet-

" Nam and: includes assembhng, repair ‘and processing',-'-'- :

. industries. For the.wholé 1ndustr1a1 productlon only

200,000 workers are. involved as”against 300,000 -

- traders, ‘and 11,000 merchants. On’ liberation day: .
~ " there were OVer g one’ million: u.nemployed ‘moré than -

- - 300, 600 . prostltutes ‘more than. 200 000 drug:-addicts, :

/200,000 hooligans' and - tramps, 330,000 “suffering -
“ from . enereal - diseases, . 200,000 consumptwea, ST

-'_ '300 000 illiterates -and, 1 m1111on destltutes

_CAN THO': grey from 60,000 inhabitants in 1084 -

o have 300,000 irihabitants in 1975, A huge military” -

"base: It has. only one. Industrial enterp:vise' N

"-""‘.,brewery -and’ soft - dn.nk factory,‘negply 10000-'_'-3:-

S prostl‘tutf:‘ﬂ and. tens. of thou:aands of unemployed o

i For- adehtlgna], data we ¢an;, clte _Nhal’l‘rang with
- "‘220 000 ifihabitants (10 fimes as’ many. sy in 1954),
R Qu.i Nhon With 210 000 mhabitants (QO“tlmes_ &8




TN

many as'in 1954), Vung Tau w1th 120 000 1nhab1tant5'. '
(14 times as many as in 1854) o .
Let us study one of the districts ot Sa1gon the o
.~ 11th. A district of working people with an _area of ..
" 'about 5 square kilometres. Since 1968 it Served only © -
as a-defence- perimetre of downtown ba1gon Of- ‘it ‘
L populatlon ‘of 230,000 1nhab1tants 21,000 are Nung .
-~ montaghards who were “forced - to - evacuate from .
.. North Viet Nam in 1954 ; more ‘than 50,000 are. of
" Chinesé descent; 127,000 are Buddhists, over 42,000
L are Catholics and 13,000 are believers of other .
\rellgiohs. It s in this- dlstnct ‘that- one finds the '
'_'_houses of 2000 ofﬁcers 400 pohcemen and 7 of the .
.most blood-thlrsty p;enerals of .the old regime, Here-,
_‘too was - ‘the centre. of many spy rmgs, 1ntelhgen<.e‘- o
e _orgamzatmns and reactlonary parties. There are 78
o pagodss, 4 parish churches and 230 bars here, and
'.‘}.-\tens of thousands of prostltutes hoohgans common-
) ":;law crlmmals and drug addmts In: one. of the 8
. ‘sectors 50 per -cent ‘of the young peOple are drug". -
: '--addmts Accordmg to a census, 25 per cent of the
Co populatmn of ‘the district suffer . from venereal" '
;‘7';,'dlseases and 80 000 are Jobless LA : "

s‘."
t_"*_

> This is how Salgon was bu11t mto\ a ﬂrst-ratel '
B ;-]heo-colonaﬂist :ity Y society of consumers which"_ o
__'A..'-?produced -nothing, but.. depended entirely for: its: .
i goodson . it§* supphers It -was-ia" city where the
;-‘frenzy of living, anxiety for the mnrrow fear of tl“e,-




'_-.‘pohce and superstltions haunted ‘the: high sky- L
" - scrapers. as well ‘as the. slurs. Once the Amer;can
S 'handouts _.‘we1.e cut- off, Salson 'ndustxjy found ;tﬂelf. :

back thmty_,years 'Hé'vmg dwastated ,$outh Vlét' :
;_;l\ia.tn, the " Yankee i

T tself strong ery ugh to éleal iwth thé b _blé'ms faciné_ T
‘ the wholé people. : s ‘
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