


VIET NAM: A "LA,B,ORA,TORY" 

'; ,tTh~ only place' in the' w~rid- wherE! there '\\T~S a 
real, challengewils in Viet Nam,IIll,<!'now we h~ye 
a ,problem in trying to make our power credible and 

,Viet.:& .. m lo(}ksli1j:e·the lilace". ' , • .',. ,', ' 
, , '(JQ!Jp .F. Kenn.edy quoted by Davlll 

Halberstam - The Best and th~' Bright •• t, 
Rand0in House, New York. 1972): ' 

'. It is quite po~siplethatihthe decade~f the 196Ws 
the decis,!ve $t1'\Iggle ,will'ta1!:['i !)Iace" in this area 
(theThi.rd W(}ild}. ' , , , 

. , , . ,", . 
(RObertS;. McNamara. Stat.m~t to, 87th··" 

, , Co'rl.gr •• i. Heatttlg •. WlISblngtoll D.C: 19&2) .' " ' ,,;'. :. ,-' ", ',-' ' -" , ' . 

We have recognized the imp!}itanceQf the ·area 
JSouth VietNam), as ,alab<iratory.:We have pad ' 
teams o'Utt)1,er,elookinsiittheequipmellt tequirec .. ' 
mehts of,this kind- of gueriUawa::dl1-re:We Mv,e " 

'rotated ,semor "offtcersthere ... ' •. Theyarecarry,inl!" , 
','" thelli experience' bael<" to theil: Own Qrganizatiorts:,' 
, , " .. ' .." (Maxwell D. Tailor.·H~aring$. jQth 

Congress, Washihgton:D.C: ~963)' " 

,,'fhe~outh Viet, N~c()nft;ct is re~r~dasa: 
"~e~t(1a~Ii1,fo~"U;:!capacity't~ help a:~ation' tQmeef' Ii 
C9m.!lJ,~i§~"wav ;of Jiberatio,ri~'. ,', , ,',' • 

'(Pentaoo71 ,pq:r>erB.~ W~ lim) ,< 



':MASSACRE OFqlVILIAN POPULATIONS 

One of the· great ahd crucial questions in this 

wat is how many of .these casualties are Viet Cong,: . 

'and how many areciviUans.? ltis .. generally 

estiJnated that there are two wbundedfor '~very , " 

one killed on the battlefield. -Thus by the end of 

this year. the· Viet Cong or somebOdy in its area of 

operations must be presumed to have ' suffered 

, upwards of 400,000casualtiEis. Since' the entire Viet' 

Cona force is 'estimatediitbetween 1110,000 to 

160,000, thi$ means that we have "overkilled" the 

Viet Cong .about two .anda half tiInes. Obviously 

t11i~ isn't true ... The conclusion that ,must be reached 

is that' many of the people being ki.lled are not 

'Vii;!t Cong, even though/they may be list~d IlSsuch •. 

A truly staggering amoultt of civilians are gettin£\ 

killed oj> maiJned in this war. ' , 
: (Bernarp Fai1, La~f Rellectionscm a. War, .' 

Doubleday' 'and: COmpany ,INC. Garden 
City, 'New York, 1967, page 227). . 

'. ''l'heDepartment of Defense hasrieyer reallyeomEi 

clean onthe Impact of trsbomtiingori.thecl*lli'an 

pO];l'wa:tion .' and ·.~MiliWisiti. North," Viet. Nam. 

Con.ttary to official l)'S.YieV:s,. massiV'edamagedid 

. C1¢tl,UF throughout thecQuntry to medical fllCilitles, 

sc\hoolS,hOl,lsing" chuiches,.,eultul'al Centers,. etc. 

At lea$t 1,000,000 persons became hOIlleless and 

~ivilian .clIsualtiesrttimberedinthe.thousands.· 
• ", :', , " (Ji!icCer,jltt1'OOl~epori by the U$ Senate, . 

. . Committee on .tIle JUiljplary,.tanUQ,.y27j 
1974). \ 
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sttice the', beginning of 196~ the Americal1s hllve ' 
poured betweel1' 14 'and 15 million tons ofammuni­
tIOO,on ... ,the equivalent 'of ,720 bombs of the type 
dropped on, Hiroshima.' ' 

(Le Monde, JanuarY, 25,1973) 

,THE SU:E>ER 130MB' 

(Excerpts ,from' Prof, A. H. We.t1Dg·~, 
Report. 'International Conferen<ie on 
Medicine ~//' 'the ,IIIIdochlna War. Parta' 
December. ,1971). ' , 

The BLU -". 82/B general-purpose high-explosive ' 
concussion' bomb turns out 'to beane·of the most 
awesome,and leas~, publicized weapops to have. been 
spawned by the war. It is a bomb with record-break~ 
iniildimensions; It is 4.5 feet in diameter, ,over 11 
feet long arid weighs 15,000 pounds. Within its thi", 
steel case are ,12,600 poun!is of a special,dense blast • . ~ , - '. .- : 

, ing agent (DBA"22:M) consisting of aselled ,aqueous 
'slurry of ammoniurll ni1:rateand alwninum powder 
(plus abindlrlg agentvThisfontiulation provld~s 'II",:, 

, CO!lc:ussive blast surpassed onlti by that of o.nujiletW 
'bomb. " " 

, Oftenrejerrtid to in Viet N am as the"D'alay,'" 
CI,ltterU an4 sometitnesas the "Cheeseburger~t. thi~ 
super bomb is delivel'ed by C~130E airCraft (of~hl! 
46\ird W'ing'oftheSeventh AirFo~ee flylns, 6'Ut~ 
Cam Ranh Bay air baSe).' '>,: . 

.one Press ~eport claims" that ,160" ctropsoccu~e~ 
prior to, June of 1971) (Lo'SAnlleleS·,';!'I.nI~i.i~. 
1;i970);, 

, -' 



According toanofftciaJ. seventh Air Forc:e so:utce, 
jheblast of ,a Daisy Cutter is of such Jntellsitytilat ' 
all tenesirialari.d arboreal wildlife (as welL cas. ~nY" 

. luckless hUmans) . ar.e. killed outright. by thEilionclls-' 
sive shockwave. 

The lethal zone' from ant! suchbomb thus coVers 
an ~rea of abo:ut 77(> aCreS. Beyond: this circle of 
d~ath, concus~lon injury diminishes to a distance of .' . 

. . ,ano.ther 1,:660. feet. or .so. 

··tJNE:X:~LODED DFivltJtS 

.',c::. ·ipartfrqm bornbs!lndshens,.numeroua types' 
.'ofinineshave b!)en used: . 

.. ~'rhePQrtab!e !iL1ta~miheembedded' witiltiity 
steeL pellets designed tel etplode Instantly if to1'.tched. 

. . :.TheGrave! Mi~whichls laidfr9Iri. helicopters, 
'. . ai,plat;les .orcan be. sprea¢Fjrpm . at;\lckThe .l26 .' . . 

.:m~l1ioii 'USdql.lars requested. for it In Jiseal Year. 
)Q68 is evidencethatitjS'())1!i!Of the' m~jot vi~apopr' 
in the VietNam war.· "'. '. ". .. .' 

":"'T,te clallm9fll1\1'ine; akincl of~reenpl~stic . 
·box.the siz<')oi.alargebook,:fl11j,ldWith explos~ves . 
. •. !l(ld thousands oi,flB"sizeq sfeetbl;ll1s, Wilen.explod- . 
'}ng,It Sends out a hail. Msteel andplli.stic fra!!IXlentjs 
•. th,atltteraitYIlH?W downthegtassjnapath Six feet 
,wade anc1a'hllridredi~et straisht'lIhe!\d.(l) , ....'. " . 

. . -. , 
'",-

' .. (1)WeaP9noj~rCO;;tite~"in$"rg.nCY,Nil'\MIC,. U('5"J,{P79, 
,'- ., v-,;, .1\ ,---,,' ;. .,. '-. '". ',- . . 
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. Many deviceS' ate covered: ·witlla layer· of plastic 
to make them undetectable. . 

'. Acrordin·g t~ prelimln~ty statistic~,a year after, 
· the' liberation of BO\lth Viet Nam,' over onemilIion', 
"pombs,sheIls and fiiinesof.aIlkinds were defU$ed 

.. or recovered,' /indmare than 30,000 hectares of lan,j" 
· were dea'red.'.tn Quang Tri, tl;lemost affectedpz:o-
· vin~e, from ,2 to 3 of the. lethal aevices were aetected 
in every square metre, sometimes as many as8;ris 
iil Trieu. Phong 'distri:<:t; The populationdestro~ed 
885,870 of. these devices.usirig332,000 WOrking-days .. 
<in the job' but more than one hundred'persons'were 
kilIedd"lring thec1earlng-operation. 

THE "ROMEPLO>;V", 

. (Excerpts from Prof; f\..H: Westing's Report. Intet~ 
national Conference on Medicine ilqdthe tnaochiqa '. 
WaF, Pl\ris;P!I!c, 1971).. .' '.' "'. . - . '. .. 

-'-. - , . - - -' ... "\-
·.In recent yearsa.hElwtechniquehas emerged (to 

'. de$troythe jungle). Born about 1965, developing 
into rriajor prbpertionsJI:'l 196a, ana growing eVer 
since, .• a Vast program <If systematic forelltbuHdozihg 
n6wexists .. : ....• ,'. ' .... ' .. ' ','. ,'.". .' 

· . The"basic tooL of thelandc)earlng opexatjon,s in 
Viet Nam 'is ··the20~tonD.;;7,E ·c"terpmar ' tractor . 

. ,fitted with 'a '. sPElcia13rfb6tspHttinll , l~nce . or 
:'stinger", and with J4tQ)i$ ir,!addedai'~()r;, ,; 

• ..../ TbebuUa6z1ns b~:g~n¢n ···;;··verYsmiillscale il). 
'l'96\j and was c;le:\'oted prima:;,l.ly to the -clearjng at, 

'. ,,' ",' 



.... roadsjd~s an~ otherlin$ of,commut)icatlon in,Q!.'der 
to discourage eneiny'ambushes, It was not until mid" 
1977 that the. tractors organi2ed into small units ... 

•. The. employment of)llassed ,tractors organizea intJ 
companies forextensiye forest c1ea~ingbegan in 

'. 1968, anll .the Program hase:l\pandedeversinc!;l. In 
its primary mission of denying' for~st' c()ver and 

· sanctu"ry, the "Rome plow" appears to, be without 
equal... " ' . 

. Where hulldo~i~ is done. in ~ore ·l:Ully. terrain, 
erosion' cahl?ecome. a severe liability .. Moreover, with 

.. the elimination.' oftlle 'el1011lJ,oUs water-l;toldin!l 
capacity of ariextant fOrest, th~heavy raIns chara9-
teristlc of Viet N am 'can produce severe flood . 

· damage ... " 

.. 
The .United States hag stumbled uvonthe anSWer 

to "wars of 'natiotlal liberation'I.The effeetive res­
parise lies neither .. inthequestfor converttional' 

· lnilitarY ;.:i<:to1'Y nor in thE,> esoteric d<,)Ctrlnes.6f 
, 'eo\lritet-jnsilrgency, warfare. ·It, is iristead foread-. 

dra1t ilrbal'ii~at'lon;.. " . 
, . '.(Prof: Samuel 'p.' H:tin,tlni\t>n.ForeIQIt 

, .. ', '.' IIffairs. June. 1968).;.' . 

A.ir .F·o~l::e~edords shoW'tllatth~e we~eno ,~~' 
"" hicide' ;~t>raYin'g;:;Uss(ons evetc~rrl:edJut iti fherlcll. 

agriCultural region ,of the)VIekbrigDelta,Jt!lthi#r; " 
most ,cropdestr'Uction missions '. were.direetect Ilt . 

:regi<lns ~n4erund}spi.tted eontro~ofthe lii\le~ati6h 
,:",:" 

'.'0 .,' 
" . ,',~' .,' ':, 



fcrrces. 'the same is true otth~ defo\ia.tion ~issions' • " 
T)1erefore,it appears that theprini~Typurpose of the ' 

, herOlcideinissioll ,was fodrive peopleout,o[ the' 
lib~rated zones., Not only bornbings, and forced reID" 

'c;atiot)s, bhtalso cherni¢al$praying was use~ to create 
, refugeeiwh6~ould OOti>e to the ¢ity,and hence, 
'com~, tinder, controLbySaig<?n. 

, / 

" 

'(l'roi:~on'Vil1arejo, " "Qnly·we ca~ , 
Prevent forests.De~ol!at!on may last ,l~O' 

, years", FO,cal Poi,.t. September, 1974): ' 



. PA!tTFOUR 

.. POST-Wf\;R· SQUTH. VlE~NAM 
(Repqrtage) . 
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. . . 
I have visited the southern . part of our country 

morE! than once' since April.30,197.5 .. Our car crossed 
the Hien Luong bridge on the 17 parallel unhamper­
ed, every time we drove along Highway I towards. 
the South. We then drove. through a series of coastal 
plains. and aver mountain passes in'Central VietNam 
befl'Wti. reaching the Saigon area. Fro~ there we. fol. 
lowed Highway 4 until CaMau, but from this town 
lJID the cape of Ca. Mau we had to' go. by boat as th," 
/We8.iS swamP\\' and. there is nl) suitable' road . 

. The road is good aild if you do not leave it ·you 
See' nothing which relhindsyou of the war, only the 
beautiful scenery 6f the 'plains and mountains, the 

. ileachesalong . the coast and the towns all. along the .. 
tOad. The ol'leexceptiol'l is the omnipresence of mlli" 
ta~y 'installations, huge bases, posts, fortifications, 
lI'adar installations, airstrips,. watchtowers, '. guns, 
m.achine-suns and barbed wire fences that stre~h 
en~ssly. with five or ten laye~s;· 

i litter ~ross!ngthe Hien Luong bridgEr in Quang 
TriptoVinee, we at once came upon. the Con Tielh 

. Dec Mieubase on top' of a hill overlooking' avast 
alea.·This is the 'MeN amata Lip,e' ,wilieil crosses· 
Fttgtw;r8y I in several pl~~sands:panS the long dis-

.' tanllefpom. the eO!1,st >~o the 'rruQng Son range. 
BlIhimi Dong Sa .lies. tlieAi Tu base.; ~ow'a'heap, o( 

, , 
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'rubble stretching alongt.\le nearby hills.SQuth of 
Hue, in Huong Thuy -district, with its interminable 
barbed· wire .fences, is Phu Bai airport. This ;s not 
just an airport but a cluster of military bases called 
'ApNam:" which covers tens (jf square kilometres 
between the airport and the remote 'mountains, and 
straddles Highway 1 . .At the :foot of Hai Van Pass, 
on the coast, isJhe Lien,Chieu oil depot. Then stretch- ' 
ing sc&res of kilometres aloIlg Highway I' lies the 
huge military air base of baN ang. These iIlstallati01\I>' 
account fOr orie~third of theareaqt the city itself 
(which amount, to . ao squarekm) •. In the' south, cif 
(luang. Nam, pt6vitlce barbed wire fences appear 
again along. kilometre after~ilometresurroundini!/ 
what. wall. ChuLa! air, army, and 11I'vaLbase betwe\ltl 
Highway rand the sea. Ip. BinhDinh province harb; 
ed wire stretch from Phu cat district to an Nhon 

'. distl'lct.aro.md 1he.Phu Cat air, base. Next along the 
road. you see the'.['uyHoa.airport(p.\1u ,Yen pr0v~ 

, inee) ,and, tlieCam .Ranh airpott,pa~t- aithE! huge 
air, army, naval' ba~e,' which sur~oUllds the well 

·kl;tOwnCamR1lu.hbay; AS'YQu drive. nearer toSai~ 
gon y&~. can see more military installations .. MBien 

JfOB, a town 30 kiiometres from SaigonSIlda :former 
:US and puppet indusi'l'ial.militarY complex, "ther~.' 
arecoUI}tlessb!-lrra~ks, military'bases, 'depots,.il).cllld­
ingthe . huge Long 'BinhdejlO1:cwhicn, . st~etch~~ 
scoresof,k~lometr~s,fromBien Hoa into the neigh. 
bouring:proV'ince. Itlside atlCl. around Saigon there are .. 
numer()~ilrmy Q1,')d poHcepases.'Onelrai/iing centre' 

, alone {ihe Quaiig.Trung trainitlg'eimtrl! for ii\stance) 
cover!icore. of.heetar€ll ot: lanCl.Asyou. gci.M! 

• -0" • 
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of 1)aigon towards thenortll'you can find, besides ' 
,the Tan Son Nhatai~base ~ the biggest IIi; base. in . 
South Viet Nain""- the DongDtibase, which 'was the 
last refuge. ot the uS 25th Division, their "Tropical 
Lightning .Division". Farther south, yow see mQre 
military installations, ai).d no.t far. f~om My Tho, the 

'hugabong Tani military base, a naval,ari:nyand air 
~omplex, where the US 9th ;DiVision was once station­
ed. If takesseveralhoi.lrs to get'round the .military 
ba;e andlhe T1'a Nocairt>orU.t Can Tho by car; 

We haves(> farmentloned onlysOnle importallt 
mIlitarY b~ses w~calli .see from the road.' The area 
·of each of' them Is several . square kilometxes and 
·tJ1f'ydo ilOt include weU:'kllown'inilitary bases Uke 
!lien Hoa,TanSOll Iil;tat,Da Nang,Chu La!anu . 

, Cam Ranhi.'cac!;tof. whlchextendsover scores of 
square kilo'metrli's.Thesntemof·li~ses calJed.Ap· 
Naill iJ~Thua Thien~oc()ilpieshalf the district of' 

· UU(>llg!huy;., the. Phu c;at ba~~ 'occ)lPies two. square 
kilometres within theterritoryofthEHhreedistricts ; 'r -,I '_ ,- ".-. >: ,--' .. - _' '" ",- . • ,-of Phu 9at,A'nNhonalld Billh;Khe t13inll'Dinh ' 

· Provin~e) ;!heDon!1 Du base(Cu Chi), 1.5 sq)l"lre 
· kilometre,and. the Dong., 'ram base (My. Thd), . 6 
· . sqUJlre .' kiionietr~s;·. T~¢ae .. bases .• were ,the .. startIng 

points. ofrtianysweeps in whi~h tho~allds,ofotd 
'.' t>eQple, women and children w~re ,kilie4:; and rald,s .' .. 

in whicp vas~ . amounts. of bombs. were. "ltopP\!d . "in 
milltonBOf clyili&nsall oV.er VietN ain ; of bi~ wan-

. ton .. /trtillerY: bomba;1dments··ofpe3eie1'ul VilLages day· . ": - ' .-,~.-,\, - . -. ','-,- - -, '"," .- .,-allclniSl1t, ,With t/lou~and~ot ~hellS atatime .. 'fhe 
· DonS .'r~cb~ lllorie ·had.)4,7;iQ5inm.and.:l;55mir\ 

, .' 
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gUns, WhichA!ne~ic.a:n a,1.')3, .. calledihe 'New Zea­
land· Orchestra', and which. brought death to a large 
tiu~beroUhe Vietnamese familieslivlni!within' II ' 

radius .of200r30 \ml,inMy ThO' and Ben Tre' 
--, " '. 

· provinces... .... '. . . . 
The very establislun~tit ofeaehof thQ~~base;,' 

moreoVer, 'enfaiJ:eduntoll!llnisery . and hardship 
athong the local popUlation. At the Con·Tien-D.oc 

· Mieu base a local cad,esaidto Ine, I?ointing to. th~ 
fdotofthe .hill :'To dear the are'a to build this. base 
'U(3-puppet troops clrove. the popUlation of 4 villag<)s 
out..' I looked' in the direction of. his finger : . nothing· 
,emains gi the rice-fields and dWillling.hou;es.; 
instead, ·there isno~ a vast ·areacovere\i with shrUbs 
and wild gJ:Rss.In the.are~ coYeredby theApNam 

· base. there used to beddzens of villages .. and hamlets 
. -belonging to Huong Thu~ di~~rict:the Phu Gat air 
...• base was built on the limdQ£ scoresof·villa,gcs 

Ilelonging ,ti)' three districts .. In, order to buUdthe 
· basesofPongTa~andD.oni! Du,t1ieJ\~~iCaJ1~ 
razed to,thegro'llnddozens of \ri11agesitl. an areacif . 
inore than a ili1.l!ldr~ .~qU!l:re kilorrietres.wlt~o)ltgiV- . 
ii1g·th,~;. pi>P\lla~iona1}ywarriing !C?Pllo#he,.nlol'!\ili# .. 

· scoresoftl\Jlks,arrnoured~ar$ alld bulldbterAl arriv­
ed .. together· . ~tb.sey~r!!'l.b~it~l!d~$( of 'U-(3"P).IpPet· . 

•. trooPs.'l'h~y:.puheda6Whthe: hou~es,. bprne~.ey~y" . 
· . t,Miig~d " he,rdEicl ~9,\l' '. W?~"~~l'l4.~\:tiltrken ill~ 
· lotties!\ndbeli~t5ter~tot'ake,!l1ei:rtto ,~)itmkP:0vvn: 
deStiIlati6n: .. sbrii'(!days.-1atei, tbewhol~are~,Witn .... 
its Mnslt p<>pulatit!l:l.,its ft1xu.ii~nt,vegEitatioq' ailditli r ./ 
fer.tl1e ·soil"toSefhltt.·wit~arV:tnehop~·and:proper,,· 

• {ies, 'was le.i.>:eHe<f!i>YbUlld6'zer{;;,nddi:tSt. exh:a:~tt1rs. 
, - > - '.;", ' - _: ,"-",' ';:- - -' " - -c~ . "'-'" ',', 
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.Agreat deal o£Workh~s no\\( !leen put intQtidyi' . 
ing up part of these !la:ses. Ml!itaryhelicopters have . 
been' made use' of to. clear away b~bed wire fences. . 

" .\- " , ", ,. , -

And many people have been kHled or inj(lred.in tile 
proce.sS!mines of allkll)e!S were planted insjge and 

· . outside· the felJ,ces; .ane!. many peasants 'wao have. 
returned to their villagesMt~r lib.eration.and begun 

'. tilling the former mine fielCls havelladaccicients. I 
visited Cat Trinh Commune (l?hu 'Cat district, :ainh . 

· Dinh province).'rhe ,Americans had razed five \!am­
lets of the commul)e to bUild the Pl:lU' C\ltcair base; 
A cbmmul)e committee member told me that ten 
peasants' working in the· field near the . airport had 

'. been killed by mines, How many others, f w()nderee!, 
had.been kIllE:ci i'lother cOmmunes inPhu .Cat,dis-

· trict and other districts around this base? . 
TMlargeba:jes .are o1'\ly.partOi'the'Picture: As 

.we traV~lfromthe ~ 7thpar~lel to the<!a~ of ea .... ,"",,",:' - -,' .. ; ":' ~ , - '" -, - , ~ ; 

lIda:\1, we· eim see green vIllages ol~'eitherside.o£ the 
.folild:· Eacho£·these populated areaS once hie! . scor,as 
ofUSandpuPP!!tposts,.sources ~tdeath!md sul~ . 

. .£~riJlg to the populatiop.. The dimsityof. us llIilitary' ... 
iirH~allations'intheco\mtrysidein; ~h~;,soutJ:i.wa$ . 

· Rey.onll what .we fiad imagfned,lnthe .tWo provinces 
;;'r:se~'rre .and· ea Ma; in .the Mekong Deltafhere. 
'ferealt6geth~rover. r,700 ,eriem;y pbstsan§ po~itiqnS: 

. "at .(lne point. In Can th~,in thecehtrEi 0,1 tp.e, Me­
,kong Delt!!, ~here Y{ere63l) >e'll~my posts and POSi7 
~iims.:Hoai Nlioh cii$trict had4116, 'Hoavank ciia'tr.ict, 

. (Qtians D;r),.132 iiI'an;VanThQltli~trict(Ca:M~tl), .. 
, ,'",' ",".',' - " .' " -" . ,,' .' " ,-, - - . ,- , . -~'" ' 

15.~ . .t.on~Mycolllmu:ne (G:il?ng(TrPrn\B~.n't're); 13; 
.. ' H~Ahcci:mmune{H()aV,ang;Quang Da),14 ;. Hoai···· 
-;,' '" .. -,', ,". -,-- , '.-,'" , .. ' -, '"', .'" .' ., 

';. 
~ -, 
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tlu,ucominulle(HoaL Nhon,13inh Dinh), ~ f; Hoal 
':('hanllcommune (Hoai Nl)on, Binh binh}, 1Q: My 
Hiepcommun~ CPhu.My,.Binh D1nh),24 ; Thllnh Thoi 
(;0rttmune(Thanh Pht(.BenTre), 27; P\lrticularlyin 
KJ;anh.An (Tran Van Thoi,Ca 'Mau),a commune. 
with .5 hamlets ahd .3,000 inhabitants there were 15 
poets and positioris, Each post was garrisoned by any­
thing from agl'oui;> to a company of u~ puppet 
trooPs, ThuanHung '.commune (Chau ·Thanh,Soc 

< Trans), with nearly 10,000 inhabitants, was occupied 
. by'a force of 4,000 enemy troops .. In Huong'Thuy 
'. district where 'the Ap.Nam base was located, a cadr~ . 

told me that there used to be a US-puppet ~roops 
for':every two·,inhabitants. Specialfuentiori shoUld be 
ma:11e<>fQuangDa province .. The Americans once 
rpustered a.fotceaccounting :fo~ one-fifth of the . 
I:lxpeditton{lry forces in this pr.ovince;, namely. 100,000 
O.1.'sof different .arms, not including- IO,QOO South 
l<6r~an' tr()opsi and. over 30:000 puppet troopS '(this 
figure reilch~d' 100,000 later), in 173 bases and posh 
82of\Vhi~hwl:l~eAmeriCan .. Hoa Vans distrlctac-

: (!otint'¢d for'froni40,Q()0 to' 50,000 US troops andtelis 
,o~:thousahds of puppet tiliops. Oil the average there 

was.one USO~ p;uPPet soldier fotevery" 3 or 4 
inhaJ:,itants, ;m'! in .SOmEl' halllietsas many 'as2U8 
stildlers'foi'!;lvery iJilhabitant .. ·" ' ... , 
')\$ '. in :other tropicalcotintties;verdure,,~()ve;'s 

, __ '_ J'~,-, '-.o!' ", ~ -. ',' -, ," ,- i " " ' _' , _. - -, ' ,,' - ,,' ;-.'" c' '_' .,~_, _-, .. J 

e\<mrthing'in.Viet N~.And weJlhould.~o~h9~ 
. t? lookund~rneath the often li)lCuriant, v:eg~tlltion . 

•.• 'G)u,ca£.a~proa';!le$ H~ai Nh~rt.(\ist~ict,the~drtl1~ 
.ernmo~tdl$ti-ictof:Bih~ Dinh proYin,c,e~nliig.\t..va}'.J:, 

, ,'. 



13inll biJ,1h p~.ovil'lCe. was looked upon by the US 
qUisJingiF as the most'insecu~e' of the· 44 provinces 
of South Viet Nam,aI)d.aswedrive along the fami· 
liar. bam.boo and coconut trees' limng up on both 
sides of .thehi.ghway,our guide says: ' 'This area 

, waate'iribly devastated'. We are not surprised by 
the .i'eml;lrksince Wehave.beentoldabout the atror" 
cities of the war in Binh Dinhprovince in genElra~i 
I;lllclin lIoai N'Mn districtinpa,ticular, :aut thflt,~t 

, is made while we are driv.\ns alonsaroa<;l;linedHli1 
, .¢th green treE1.~seemsrather .add; y)le tJ,Irn ,right, 
~ta a:side~raad,and after,2Qmetres"thi!li scellery'~~_ 
ciul.nSe<;l campletely:. destr].lcUan and,devasta~ion. ~,~ 
be seen clearly on both sidesot ,therQaq. 'Them\l~t 
, ' ,- ,- _ -' . ,"', ' . . -: "1'-',": ' ".,:. "'.',j 

striking. features are the charred trunks of. cocanut 
',' , "-' ,',' -' _ :'. ' .' _ ,- '-, ' ' -j:,,-, 

. trees stretching for kUQrn,etxesi. Among tre, t!"u.I),\\;s 
. are bits ,ofbroken earthenware and' battered' h6i.iso<~ , 

h()ldutensils; N eai'by, a slnall iipttitned altar' li~s 
neXt to a btok~iist6ne mohar, 'This. (s what remains .' 
ili'Gia Arta~q 'Gi!rThuari hiurihl1;S, 'ahdthelt'lince 

. so fuxur1an.tgroves ()fcol!onul!!treeli,'" '. .{ ",' 
,. '$~tthe,ruiits I).reriatl'ltway~' S6cIeatly vlstb~e, 'tH 

", . ifi~hyvnllig~s',aHd h!)fr}retS'triBiilh''birt!'i;C\1t!h! W'(I 
C~ 'Miu! weicaifseethesame'deceptiV'e'vetdure, '.t{~ 
~~Ng:na~le't' (Tr\iI1~L,ap ~Sli1rt1une'CiiChi)~we;w!i!lt. 
ato'n~ii ('grlls~y 'piith' Witl1rice~fieldstjtlboth 'sides! •. 
aWd'oilseeing'a 'gfhve:Qf blimba~·andli!\ni\tla .. tree§;l· 
ohe)ofti~~sks;thediaitmQnGf: th~haitlletre"(ir1.\tion .. 

. ",ii~/cdflUtlitte;e: ,. 'Thi~arelihas ~n(jt' 1;>eeti bOMbed; 
)\!Is it?"'Wha'tmakesyouthlhktl:lat?'Lvetartll'the 
'dhai~an",[,her~ isilOt'll 'sil'!gle'pl!'>t )of; lan<;Htha!t, 
wai;nat·hit' by ,bl;lfubs'oji, snellt,.;outi ihlll1itet'is-iaboull 

," - - ',' - - - , - . -,'"" 
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10 hectares in area, but atone time it was hit by 
5000 shIms in II' space of two hours, You can see the 
craters all over the hamlet, That pond :over there 
was dug by aone·ton bomb, And look here, you can 
see the .traces left bJ enemy bulldozers. After' bomb­
ingthe. place, the enemy brought dozen~ of bull· 

, dozers and flattened everything. What you see here 
is cQmpli.>tely new r Things have changed. Tfle plnoa 
we are standing on UEed' to be thefc)\indations 'of 
Mr X's house, Mr. Y's was next door. That stump. 
over there used tobea largebanian tree, and now 
only 'a few branches remain on Its"trunk. None of 
the paths are the same either;" Indeed, many,revolu· 
tionary . regroupees retlJ'rning frpm the North after 
~O years' absejlce could not find their way home; 
theJ did neither recognize their old villages. . . . 

Ill' coconut villages in BinhDiilh and Ben Tre, as 
. 'we walkeda;nong the groves of,cQconut trees still 
" :standing, we were surprised 'when we heard people 

say that they were short of c.oconut. "The' folil/ge'()f 
the trees w,as so'thi<:k", said one 6f . them, "that' it 
covered t~ sun alldayanditwas impqssible to. dry 

>,Ollr paddy. Even at night when there was iJ,' moon, 
the yillag~ was .pitch dark". Anqtheradded : 'BeJote ' 
t,he palms, w<:ireso thick that children couldp~ay and 
grown-ups eould hold,mEietings' on the";:' InCa Ma\!, 
we wer~.sai1jng 11:1. a boai1;.alonga canallined>w!th 
QOC0nut'trees, mango tr,ees. and jack·fruit ttee~ when," 
an.old. man said: "BrEinches'intertwined over OUl' . 

,heads here andp:1onke~s wei~, ablato walk.onth'f' 
brllhehes frOm one ba):lktO the Pthe~." . 



In \ other provinces, groves of cajeput treas, of pine . 
trees, and fields of mulberry gave way to fields of 
hemp ot green rice. Ouf of tpe mUlions of coconut 
trees which· have escaped the 'massacre' as if by e 

· . miracle, very few can bear fruit, as. they are scarred 
1;>y bullets and bomb fragments. I visited a mangrove 
forest at Vien .An, on the coast of Ca Mau. The trees 
had once grown upright and tall, and' very close to 
onE' another, but now the forest was transfonned into 

··a wastelandw4ich stretched as far as the eye could' 
see, with some scattered. stumps here and there. Fish 
and sl1rimps floated to the suifllce after the Amer- . 
iCans had. sprayed t0xic chemicals on the canal, I 
visited another forest of cajeput. trees near the Gulf 
of Thailand, trudging dozens of kilometres through 
the r!!eds, through woods of young cajeput trees an~' 
charred Ones before I could reacl~ the' forest proper .. 
But the trees were ,n<it as thick and tall.lls' before. 

· The n/lffie ot UMinh (forest of ,dllrkness). no longer' 
makes any sense., Before it was dark, but the Amer­
icans, defolillted tlle' forests and poured napalm on 
them il.tid the peat layer whiell <io~ered the groun~ 
and left.it to. burn~or months on end. . 

, ", ',' , . (" 

bt course, the people suffer much mOre than. 
· nature itself. How can we begin to relate the drama' 

'I of all the villages and communes wevistted. All 
" thenorth~rn communes i/l Hoal l'fhQn district (Binb 

Plnnprovince), were Ievelle<;J by 117. bulldozers and 
· tl1l1ks between 1968" and 1970. Nhi Long commune 
· (Cang,Lol,lg distI'ict, Tr!l<Vinhprovince)Vl:a~th~ 

tArget of ·satllration boml;!inli! i)y B.5.~ bQI!\hlll'S II 
timtl$'.Ilnd ga·la~g~· scale .IiW~.~·by.US trooP': HIilII' 

" 



· Haicommune(Hoa Vang, QuangDa) 'was the scene 
of 202 'sweeps in 1966 and 1967; the people' in 
bien Tho commune (DienBan, Quang Da) were 
forcibly evacuated and re-eVacuated '20 times, and 
the commune itself was.,razei( ~ 7 times duri~g 1968 
;and t 969; In Dien Hong (Dien Ban, QUang Da) on 
average' "very square' metre, receiVed one bomb, 
and the commune itself was l'evelled 5 times. Khanh ; 
Lam conumlne (Tran . Van,Thoi district," til Mau 
:province) has' an area of less thah'46sqliate 
kilometre's;' it is near the lower.tJ Minh forest. and ' 
lias more than 10;00() Inhabltimt{ living ill 8 ' 
haii;llets.rt was the target oH,475 raiding sorties. 
Qver500 's\veeps arid attacks. Enemy planes came 

· hereZ3 times to spray toxiq chemicals and dropped 
sevefHonbombs 17 times. R52bombers' carried. out 

~'saturation bombing 9 tiines. So you should 'not be ' 
Surprised jf ' you are told by a southerner that,his 
vi1!:agehasbeen rebuilt for. 44 times·l .'-

.,' " " , '_, ' " , -', ,-,",' r 

And .what; happened to the lUsh paddies and 
'orcha:tds ? .It we look at theincl<,>sely,weseeth'atthe 
heMs l1ave been .tecl!i.imed recently and have. yielded . 
onlY Olle or two crops. The small green barlana 'trees 
anllFsugar canes; have taken the place· of age"bld 

... Mcdn~t 'trees,' 'mango tre~s) dorlan trees and mHk • 
. ' ~!pple"tteesan:da'l'e only one'or t'wo years old. The'te 
· li.¥e"f\Eilds'of ~lephantgr~ssor reeds which ,grow.' 

, . above. the "head '<)fth6s~ 'whohlippenJo cemi, , itc; ., 
· the'ar~a/ Ate'lli Chi," nearS!1i!l<;ln:,' fields Qftoti~h 
stass "called ···Amerlci8.rtigras~;have 'deep'l'obts.l'lOW; 
:Am~ri!ial'lipilots . have.dl'opped'fire;;bom.bsori·· thl~ 
pl,ilc. eftall' .v!~ pouretl< oU\1I'.I t.i.;A)'1.I~' aaw WiJid'. 

". --S 

. , 



. grass lind shrubs a~e growing on the area where 
prosp'!'tous villages, fertileftelds and orchards stood 
formerly . 

. During the war large areas cof .land became fallO\v 
while other; were turned' into military bases, 
barracks, strongholds.' It is no easy ijob to plough. 
the land again. At Cat Trinh. commurie (Phu Cat;· 
Binh Dinh) there ate hundreds of fields lyillg' fallow 
because under the grass there are . still· a lot 'of 
unexploded enemy bomi)s, shells or mines of all 
kinds .. At Trung Lap hamlet. (CuChi) there are tw~ . 
hectares of land covered .completely· with large 
craterS. According to the chairman Of tne commi tte~ 
'of Phu Vang district (Thua 'Thien) of the 10,000 
hectares of.arable limd 500.0 .arefailow 'andihe 
grass which covers·tbe surface is so thick that orily . 
tractors can be used to till the land, At· Binh Duong . 
commune (Thang BiQh, Quang Da). 35.0 . of>!OO 
hectares are fallow. In 1970" during the 'erase Binh 

. ,Duong from the mall', operatii:m, invoMng 10,000' 
GI,s, . all 3,000 draught animals were killed i and, 
everything razed to the. grol)!id .. When I arrived at 
'the' commtjne at the end' of· 1975, I' noticed that-.the 
members of the oorrufitme cotnniittee were,quilrtered 
ii),peasants'houses,: 'In response to my ,questiolls 
they, Baldo, that the· onJy 'i:li'ick 'house' left'.wiis 'USed . 
~s.a· children's scnool{Qri'athree.shiftbl\Sis).Wltell 
Ivis}ted the peastmts"huts.l saw that hous'ehola 
utensils· Were lackmg, :for :tlieuS • and puPJ;iet,' trDop~ . .., 

.' .Ih~d': destroyed. ~'ve,.ytmhg aUriJ;'tg''their'sweeli>~: c':!:'hl! 
pe~sants.'had. to ·.huy ''fi!;~WOOd .110: cook 'their. ~eMs 

, '.t:the,di!ltdct)'rriav~etj'teiil)niles :away/·h,,,,:';,, :':J 
, .' , <:' ,.. ": ' '~. , 

! 

! . ',",- . 



In order t; mak~ac!ose study of the destruction 
qaused. by the US-quislings over 'a large are!l4 one 
must stay for some time in .Quang Tri prov:\nce;on 
the southern bank of the Ben :Ej:ai river (17th. 
·parallel). This l'egionhas an area of 4,700 square 

. kilornetres .and a population of about 350,000' souls .. 
and was razed by 4, divisions of .the. U.s 'Expedi, 
tionarY Forces (includmg theVS 3rd. Marine 
Division' which landed there as early'si May. 1965). 
1. 2" million tons of b0l11bs . and ammunition were' 
usea'againstthis province (that is. one-tenth ot the. 
total.used against the .. South durinithe2Q years of 
warl.It is estimated that the 'amount. of bombs and' 
ammunltiontisedby theUS in Quang Triand'J,'hua 

.' Thien provinces' was tl).e equivalent of that used· 
dUrlngthe . Secone! World War in the whole Pacific 
area.,Qua!lS;rri's ,old dtadeI(f6rrnerly the proVi~cial 
capit!ll), only tWQkilometres square, was hit by I\ll 
\ ',.-' ".,' _, ' " ' ,,_ tL:,:," _', _' I 

amount 6fb'ombs and sheUsequivalex;rt .. to the 
d~struCtive ,poweroE the HiroslUma. bOl).1b. I'fo',\tth", . 
tpw,n of Quang. Tri ,has comp~etely disappeil,reii 
Jnthis ProVince almost~l the piainl).amlets~w\lre 

.. ~estrQyE)d,eJtceptthree which were. ;pared ',froIn 
attapks and three. Qtl)er~ which were only slightl)i 
c!atria~ed. The Hai Lang.(i~stri~ with a • populatiOn 
qf ~O,OOOWl\$ turnedin1;9aVl(hitebelt,lluiJ.l,"astne 
~aen(:lot'ov~r 4"OOQ ,sweep,soetyveen" 1~6.5,a:n\i i,\l~~. 
Alt6g:etherjJ}(,lenemydropped300;OQO. t6r1s· q·t . 
. bomb's, razed3,POO' hecta~es offleldsand()tchards; 

. ~strQYf1d. lS2'~yke$.!lIld· killl)dq,r,injuT(;l(i3,!lO!) 
. jleQple .. .A,t.Gro J:.inh,96 of.101 hamlets were rllZlid, . 
" Witli 2,iO~Ql'epsonSl.'i1lEi~':an<io,\\ilr 7\00Q. ,ihj;Ui'ed tr~ 
."' .. '-, ." '., - , -" 



1966 to 1970; During about the 'same period B.52 
bombers carried out saturation bombipgagainst 4 
communes, 'The' Trung Hai commune was hit by 
90,000 bombs and~hells, on the average of 280 
bombs or shells per 'per$on. In CIUll Lo dist~ict 50 of 
83 hamlets (with 4,000 households and 700 hectares 
'of land, mostly. rice-fields) were razed, and 1,300 
draught animals were killed. In GioLioh and Cam 
Lo district thousaodsof p""ople were affected by the 
toxic chemicals which devastated an area of 540 

• square kilometres. i' ," , 

Now with the return ot peace and the ,greenness 
burgeoning in Quang Tri, it is, estimafed ,that as 
many as 2 million bombs, shells and mines still 
remain buried in the who~e province :'8n average Of 

,two to three bombs or shells per square metre. At 
TrieuPhong the figure is higher; A!ot of effort is' 
tequi~ed to defuse the mines and bombs ; and they 
take their ,toll of lives too. In a: space of one 'year 
after liberation. 322,000 worklng days were spent 
to defUse nearly885,870bQmbs and mines at the 

, cost, of hundreds Qf people kllled or injur,ec!1 ., 
Ito _ •• 

Son My(MyL~) is now, well known, all over the 
world., But there is mdrethan one, SOriMy. There is 
~w: ±nore and more eVidence proving the, ~tr9City 
'of U8cl'imes. In Hpat Nhon district (Binh Dinh), , 

" the" Am~ricanakili~cl,6,lQ9persons,irj\l,red4!t20 " ' 
athersanq f9rCib}yremove\i3;32S fromthear~a' 
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during a' sweep"inN6vember 1965.)n another .sweep , 
in -I\ugust 1972theykiHed 570perso~s and injured. 
1,000. 2,000 civilians' wete killed' at An Lao (Binh 
Dlnh). 400 f$i1ies were killed ,at' Yen No andCalIl 
Ne (Hoa Vang, Quang Da) in 196,4.1750 persons 
'were killed at ,B!lLangAn (Son Tinh, Quang Ngat.) 
in 1969.,South,Korean tr00pS killed' 900 person.s at 
Binh An (Binp.Khe, :BinhDlnh) in two days; they 
als() ,killed 500'l'lersons at Binh Duong (Thang Binh, 
Quillig Da) on March io, 1969. At KinhLaiHielJl 
(Phung Hiep, Can Tho) the, US 9th 'Division killed 
lIlorethan 400'civlliansin1968.AtBinh Hoa,(Binh 
Son,'Q1,IangNgal) : South, Korean troops: kiLled 36:0 
persorisat cine fell' ,swooP in March 1967 .. There .is 

"no 'endto: the'atrocitiewcoltunUted.1;ly the' enemy. , 
, <: DUring our ' trip to"thesouthern ,part. of our' 
, couhtry' we heard cbuhtle$sstories,cif thesecrirnes. 
On 'a 'smail, bridge near the' offi.ceof the Phu Yang, 
iiistrict· revtliutionary committe£! (Thu~ Thien) 
Diejn,agentsex.hllJitedthe h~ll.d"ofa c~drefbr weeks 
in 1965. At Rach Rang (Trah V'ariThoi,Ca Mau)· the 
enemy beat a 'wci'!rUin' to." deathartd "draggedhel' ,. 

, ' 

" " alonSthe callal by her long hair tied to thest",m 
ofa rnotor-boat. South Kotean tro6pssIIlashedthe : 
head· of 'a chik!aga'lnst' the, trunkofa baruiin tree'" 
at Tan Giling (BinhDinh). Tlien:\hey tor~ Ilis, body , 
honi limb to Urnh and threw it into the::tlrei Scor¢s,' ", 
6f"people were!)uried' allve'in' a 'weiI' Oat (Sill. ,Huu' 

. (Birj;h,binh)b:Y'Dlem~geBts.,Seores 'Prwo'ffiwi\\'eNJ, .; 
, susp\;!hded byth'ek'Mil'\'on:'bamhootr'ees aJlaoa 
" 'Vtinlil (Q4anFkD#?:!J:ipety~a'ntsbuhe(fp.uhdieds'~f" 
:;peopleup/tO 'th~rneckn;' 'in : a ;1l.illd ruid made . .',. \;; >_ .. ,' . '. "-. ' ,'" . ' 

, . 
. :~ii' 



bu£,j'aloes draw harrows _over the~ mangling their 
heads horribly. 'rhe butc~ers ate the. livers of the 
people they .killed on a mountain~peakinQue Son 
(Quang' Nam),lntendingil1 thiswaye to terrorize. 
people! . 

i(tTamKy (Quang. Nall'l) south Kor.eansoldiers 
who' found, a pregnant wom'an in a house, first. bet 
on thes.exo{ the baby 'and then ripped open het 
I>elly to see whoh;;td woh theirbet.Puppetfroops 
forced an otdwopian.to eat the flesh of her son tjley' . 

: kill€d in a coilimtinalhous'<; at Hai . Thanh .. 
(Quang Tri). . 

,Every!)odY!<as heart-rel?-dihg experiences to .tell 
you ihiring yourvi,slt to sot;thern Viet N am, ,ang 
more often: .. than riot YOt; c~' hard1yl:Je1\eve . yOUI' 
€ars. One boy at13i!)lt Ii~';hg (Quang Nam) toldrn~, 
that,\Yb,el1h",:was ~ie"en: " t~" U::; '. Pllppet ,trpops 
tried to~orceh1m ,to sM:w.ti),ern to, the. unperground . 
shelter ,9frevorut,i.onilryc:~(lre~, Whent~e boy, said " 

, ~hat,he(#sl, no~ ~nO~\Yhe.l'~i~ras!t,h,e ~ldiets.jh·,ed . 
. at him an,dtjle. bUlletgra?ed hl~ ear.'rhertt!1eycUt . 
. o£fp.is'eariiandrippe~ p~~n~isb"llr' fIe was. late, 
rescued by the people: • . '.' '. 
. 'rtIS impo~sibletocoun:t .1);11 tjle peopY,;i. herde,d\nto " 
·concienla·iitfonc~t>s,'a11thosea·rreStedarit!l'H~!Lten. ' 

',: AlmoJt the· whole, ,p,Opulat!on of' sout)'!ern . Viet Nart,l .', 
. :hllvebeettvictims oItheUS"puppetrelsp,oi .te~~or. 
"'Th~ .de~utY chakrman 'ofthe .:R'evolutlimai)y>,<com-

, '. 'mtt1::ee, Of, NoaA,ncomrnune'tHoa V ~ng,Q1illng);).a.j 
. ·tolG! .• rrre;;,tha.t99')e"',ceb:t.Ofth'e' .. l'OpulatiQh(el(~P1i:·' ..... 

'. thosem'll)]~:rteif' :Y'$arS)'Cil'''tFie':(j~1Jne,'h<1dbe(,)n .. ' . 
.. arfested; .. beat~ni .. Mt!l1ri~d.'.or\ral~~illfl)li'\I?~l:l;OQ.s< . 



flUlging trom 3 months to 13 years. The deputy, 

chairman himself was arrested 15 times. 40 per cent 

'of the population had been' tortured. Now 200 of 

the 6,000 inhabitants are invalids;' The over-forties 

feel unwell whenever' there is a change in the 

weather. There were 14,000 'inhabitants in Binh 

Duong commune (Thang' Binh, Quang Da) in' l!!M. 

As a re~ultofthe mounting terrOr, there were only 

8,200 left in 1964, 4,200 in 1968, 3,000 in 1970, and 

2,000 in ;1.971. As many as 4,000peoplei have been 

killed dllring the last 20 years. Now, after liberation 

" and the return of the refugees, half of the population 

of 6,000 consists, of children (2, 100 school~chiIdren). 

, ...Most of .the600men ar~ crippled or invalids, and' 

the resta~e sick, The chilirman, himself is very 

weak, and has . a large scarpn the chest 'cauSeQ by' 

a bullet .. In Hai Chu commune (Hoili Nhon, Binh 

binh) the population. dropped from 22,000 in 1965'1;0 

11,000 in 1972, and 10,500' in 1974 to, rise hoW' to 

13,000. 3,000 persons have been killed. Due to the 

sprayihg oftoxicch'imi¢!ils 35 per c~ntof the· 

population suffer from 'intestinal' diseases;' 5 or· 6 

, are blind and many miscarriages have been'reported. 

CITIES OR CONCENTRATION CAMPS? 

Hwe drive along Hi!!h',Vay 'I an.dHighway, 4 as', 

far as Ca M'!.u, what strikes one is the' ntm)rer of 

cities and ,towns which have mushroon1:ed "long 

,these important communicatioIi lin'iS. A discerning 

eyecanseEith.rought,hiS~prps~rity' the ugly sores' 

Of the W'atland neo-colonialism. , ' 



'- ,,' 
.Let us l,"ave. CImThp ahd.,trllv,"l along Higl)w-ay 

31,60 .kmto. Vi Thanh, capital of form,"r Cl).uong. 
ThienproVinc,". At first glance,the to)IVn lookS like 
\1.ur\dreds or others .. in southern Vi'"t ·Nam;· Though 
small,it has ma"hy tall col:J.crE!te bui) dinS!1, huddled 

.. together, many stre'"tswithc,owded shops and many 
'l'Vantennas ; it is as busy as many other towns. on 
the bankS of cahal~ihtheMekon~Delta, with boats 
sailing back and forth., But the streets are regularly 
laid. oJ.!t in blocks,. pW1ctuatedby 'l'riilitarypost$; 
barracks, fortifications and offices; On the map the 

.. town.look$·1ikilahuge barracks.\ .. 
The twenty-ylifarold history of Vi Thanh lown . 

. speaks. for itself. In 1954, after the Signing of the' 
.. ' ',' "l' . '. '. . " . ,: . 

'. Geneva Agreements, there was no tow-nop the bank 
oUhis canal, only a small ,market place calledCa' 

. Nl)um with. some shaohyhuts gurrbundedby flooded 
fields and plahtatiohs of .Sugar~cane ;and J)anana-
trees, HeaULin!! the mtlitary'importance of this' 
!irea, the Saigon puppet 'adminfstration s,"tit troops 
t6.Ca Nhum,(lhA\lgust17,i~54; On July'20,~9ti6; 
il)e Diem adminis,tration started a. flerc,"'exterminate 
c'ol'riniuriilits"denourlce Communists' !i.al1'lpaisn: in 

. ,Long My district ;l!tld' amostsayagecaropaign 
, .aimed-a~herClillS . the people into, contienttlltion 
'. cllmps was ,launched.on '. alar'ge,scale.'T~ew'bol~ 
l"(ji)u1~tion .oftong .M:ydistriet comprising abpl,It 
13,600 ,ho\lSel;olds!a$Weila~anumbel'o£bl)u~e. 
holds 1l'1 the'. neighbouring > a~as,vJ~r.e forced tlJ­
leave', t,het.r home; TIley were her'ded into an 'are.R 
on ..• the .. bafik;Ci"fth~ . cahal. ··Thillnew tsettleI'tlel'lt . 
~trE!t<:hedfromVtThahhtq Ho.aLqu ¢O~J.!)ll)t~. 

:','f;' 
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· the east .. Thus, the population of 15 whole communes 
. '. of Long My. district :nere conc~ntrated in' a Small 

area, the notorioUs 'Vi Thanh prosperity zone'. Ngo 
Dinh Diem came in person to this 'prosperity zone' 
to. attend the inauguration ceremony, proclaimingjt 
amoder for the whole. western areao! Nam Bo. 
From th.e;n on military posts, fortificatiorts, barracks 

· and organs of coercion and war mUshroomed and 
· trade and transport offices were' subsequently set 
up. As for the people of Long My, ,they had to 
live in a conc.ent.ration camp. Men and worrieri, eM 
alld YQung, we~eforcedto do labour, digging canals 
and .,carryhig earth year 'after Year. Tens of thou­
sands of people were mobilized for the constru,ction 
of the town. Old folk, women and children died of 
illness,tortures and exhaustion;, Thus it waS from 

· a . marketplace or, to be, more-precise,' from a 
swamp,that vi Thanh town grew up to become 
the capital of Chuong'rhien in June 1966. Thisn:ew 

, to,wn lies two-thl1'CiSin' Can Thop,roviiice to the, 
• :west Ilnd one-third in ~achGiaprovince to the east .. 

Before liberatielr\, Vi. Tli.anil.was not jUst a town. 
Mote than 2,.00'0' puppet 'troops ~r'll statiohedin 
thetown,and at times; ,there were from,1l0 to 5.0 
.1JS'advise,s'.Toth~nortIi.7west. of. the lownthere .' 
w.as amjlitary ilirfield with as many 886,0 or 7.0 
ai);craft, and around the tdwn were,mari}, pOsts and 
barhed.wffe ,entanglements., Vi .Tha'ilh town' has' 

..... 43,7.00' • inhabitants now;'and.?O'{iElrcent of ,then,r,ar~ 
sm~'tDad~~,-Th~re 'l$hardlrany . industrlal 

';Ilrod1J¢tiC?lb ,"'.,' ' "., OJ,,,.. '" , 
, i , 



i'l'hl~ is atypical example of how town~ ~ame tnto 
'being and developed in southern' Viet 'Nam under 
u:::; puppet rule, This do,es not apply; of co'urse, to " 
all clties and towns in the :$outh, Some towns have 
rapidlyg~own up, from smaller ones, But all of 
them have' one common, feature: 'their growth has 
an extremely odd and ,false character, they lack 
seli"supply prodllction and 'relied' Emtfrelyon US 
hand-outs, They are builtoD. the' same pattern! 
po(rts on the periph~ry,arouD.d a military CP a!5 
vital! ',centre, The military' machinery assumes the i 

defence and serves as an instrument ofcoercioh, 
The: posts, are used to defertd the town and,keep 
thepopuilltion locked in;' the population are kept 
there for, military,and political purposes,llsedas 
:at: 'human :shield' for the' puppet. authorities, The' 

'towns ,are really, conCE!ntratiOftcatrips, products of 
,'!M US-puppet, pOlicY"of 'paCification', Saigon itself' 

haS been built on the same pattern: the periphery 
. , Isinhabited~by the unemployed,the 'ev'acuees', the ' ' 

refu)gees', And' in" this over·popu!ated area recruits, 
" for the defence', of the city ~nd the machin¢ry of ' 
, ccerci(}n', were, ,easy t9" find, In these' impoverished 
over-populatedlireas denationalisation,aem6ralr~ , 
zation 'and depravation develop swiftly; and, social 
and' 'moral structures setving 8sfo\lI\dations>fo:r 
neo-cd1oriiali,smare :eastlyestablished, • 
'1''Let us have 'a'iook:,ats(lme' oVthOse' ()ities: ' 

";BT:i~': A town) witl;)a Pbpul!itipn of 1'20,OOO.in 
<19a5;'it,g~ewio 21O,OOO'sQUls in March 1975, It had, 
n~f'!ri.dustty ,(If''llrtiimportanci~ but didhaVIlSO,!lie, 
_m~~II' ~',l!edl~40IOOO ,UI\~l~i 

, 
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nearly 10,000 prostitutes, 3,OaO drug addicts, 5,000 
wome? suffering frotp venerealqiseases and 6,:717 
illiterates., " ' 

DA NANG: its population grew from 50,000 ,in 
1955 to more ,than 1 million on lib~ration day. It 
boasts a , weaving ,factory and has, hundred~ ,of 
thousands small tz:aders; hundreds ofthousallQ~ Il,fe 
unemp16yed; th~e are tens' of thousands" of prostj. 
tutes, drug addicts,hooligans, tramps and tens pf 
thousanc1s of illiter~tes. 
l' SAIGON: 'Its population grew from50Q,000 in 
1943, to 1 million in, 1953 and 3,5 million in 1975, 
including nearly 000,000 puppet administration 

,'OffiCials and puppet troops; Its industry. accounts for 
, 80 per cent of the GNP of 'the whole of South Vii!t 

Nam 'and inCludes ,assembling, repair and processing 
,Industries. l"orthe>wholeindustrialproduetiononly 
20Q,OOO workers are involved ,as against 300,000 

. traders,and 11,000 merchants. On liberatioh day. 
there were over' one million unetpployed; more than ' 

, 3;00,000 prostitutesJ !TIore than 2QOM!} (jruglldditlts, " 
200,0,00, hooligans • and tramps, '330;000sufferilllJ 
from' ,venereal diseases, '200,000 'oonst.tm\ltjv~, 
300,000 illiterates and lrnillion destitutes:' ' 

,CAN THO: grejv 'from 60,000 inhabitants in 1984,' ' 
tohave300,OOOitihabitants in 1975, A huge military: 
base. It has, ol),ly one industrialent,erprise:/l 
brewery and 110ft drink factory; n~II1'ly '10,000' 
prQ~ti~lltes ancltena-ofthoqSands of ul'I~m,lfi)~" 

fOl:additi(jna~data ~ecan citeM}la!'J.'rang ,wi~h ',' 
;!20,QOP itlhapitl\1)t$ (10i'rines,asn¥ll)Y.ll(ljP, ftlil4), 

, Q1J.\,;N}lonwit/) )10,00p in/)a/,Jit/'\nt~;(~Q,' tllne3,'N! . 
, ,- I - " 
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many as in 1954); Vung ':t'au with 120,000 inhabitants' 
(14 times as many as in 1954.) 

Let us stud.Y one of the districts o£ ,Saigon, the 
11th. A district of working people with an area of 
apout 5 square kilometres. Since 1968 it served only 
as a defence perirnetre of downtown Sallion. Of its 
population of 230,000 inhabitants; 21,000 are Nung 
montagnards \vho were' forced t.1 evacuate frem 
North Vi!!t Nam in 1954 ; more than 50,000 are, of 
Chinese descent; 127,000 ,are Burldhists, over 42,000 
are' Catholics and 13,000 are believers of othe,r 
religions, It is in this district that one finds the 
'houses of 2000 officers, 400 policemen and 7 of the 
most blood-thirsty generals of the old regime. I:Iere 

. too, was the centre of 'many spy rings, intelligence 
organizations and reactionary parties. There are 78 
pagodlls, 4 parish churches and 1130 bars here, and 
.tens of thou~ands of prostitutes, hooligans,common 
law criminals and drug a(!dicts. In (lne of the 6 ' 
sectors 50 per cent of the young people are drug 
addicts, According to II census, 25 per cent 'of the 
population of tb!! district suffer froni venereal 

,'diseases and 80,000 are jobless. ' 

• 
• • 

,,''Phis Is how Saigon. ",as, built into a first-rate " 
,neo·colonailist dty : a society of consumers which 
prodllced. nothing,butdependedentlrely for its, 
goods' onlt~ suppliers. It was ,a city where the' 

'frE-nzy.of liVing, atlxietyfOr the morrow, teat o'f the, 



. polil)e, and . SUp$rstitiQtl~ haun,ted. tile :high~~ 
scrapers as' well 'as ' t!"ie .sluros:Onc,e.t!"ie ~ei:.ic!l~, ' . 
handouts~er~ r.ut off,. Sl\;S9n.,. ipd4stl'Y fOUn,cI)t~l"lf' 
without' ,aW!11ateria.l,:witbwt filel, itSl\sri~ulture. 

· crippled, ancl .. ~heecono1l1Y of. the CO(Il),tr~ .sw}ins 
'. back thirt;9'.years" Havirigd"va~tated:1;louth Viet 
,.N!illJ., the):"ankees.abandoneclit, lea.v,in!lll~Ainq 

. them a sOCiety turned. uPside clown, a shaky~cqnqiny 
· and. ~ l~ustra.tedPopufation. . ·.i . . ......... , ' . . 'i 

J~ut llowt~lE;countrYllilslleen liberated, aile;! . the 
nation-widereVQlutio~~ !11ove1l1~ntha~. Pto~~' 

· 'itself~tr<ms enough to. deal with the I"r()blems,.ta.~~n,g 
th,~ whole people, . . "";., 
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