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and an independent judiciary will exercise
legislative and judicial powers respectively,

The Assembly can override a presidential
veto of a bill by an absclute majority of the
total membership of both houses, It can also
recommend Presidential removal of any orall
Cabinet ministers, including the Prime Minis-
ter, by two-thirds majority of total Assembly
membership, Should the President demur, this
recommendation is binding if subsequently
re-adopted by three-quarters of the total
membership, The Constitution also contains
important provisions for the protection of
human rights and the advancement of social
welfare,

During the crucial interim period between
promulgation of the Constitution and election
of a president, boththe ruling National Leader-
ship Committee and the Constituent Assembly
will remain in office, The Constituent Assembly
will draft laws for the fall elections, the

registration and activities of political parties,
and press regulations. It will also supervise
the conducting of elections and certify the
winners,

Elections for President and Vice President
and for the upper house will be held Septem-
ber 1, with lower house elections to be held
1 month later, When the President assumes
office, replacing the Directorate, the Con-
stituent Assembly will acquire full legislative
powers until installation of the newly elected
National Assembly approximately 1 month
later,

Thus, by the end of 1967, South Viet-Nam
is scheduled to have anelected government and
representative institutions from the bottom of
the governing structure te the top. If this
takes place as anticipated, it will constitute
an almost unprecedented achievement in rapid
political evolution under uniquely adverse cir-
cumatances,
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VIET-NAM INFORMATION NOTES

Political Development in South Viet-Nam is the fifth paper in a new Department of State
series of Viet-Nam Information Notes. Each paper summarizes the most significant available
material on one important aspect of the situation in Viet-Nam. Viet-Nam Information Notes
are available to the public from the Superintendent of Documents, U,S, Government Printing
Office, Washington, D,C, 20402, for 5¢ each (with a 25 percent discount for quantities of 100
or more copies of any one Note mailed to the same address), Remittances, payable to the
Superintendent of Documents, must accompany orders,

PRESENTLY AVAILABLE ..,

Basic Data on Scuth Viet-Nam (Dept, of State pub, 8195) summarizes general information
on the land, people, history, government, and economy of the country, 4 pp.

The Search for Peace in Viet-Nam (Dept, of State pub, 8196) reviews the efforts of in-
dividuals, governments, and international bodies to bring about a peaceful solution to the
conflict in Viet-Nam. The policy of the Government of North Viet-Nam with regard to a peaceful
settlement is included. 7 pp. ' _

Communist-Directed Forces in South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8197) seeks to answer
such questions as: What is the Viet Cong? Who are its leaders? How is it related to party
and government organs of North Viet-Nam? What are the Communists’ objectives? Their
strengths? Their weaknesses? 7 pp., illustrated, .

Free World Assistance for South Viet-Nam (Dept. of State pub, 8213) describes the scope
of the international aid program for the Republic of Viet-Nam, It gives facts and figures
about the contributions of 36 participating nations (U,S, aid is not included--a separate Note.
is to be devoted to that subject). 6 pp., illustrated.

. COMING SOON ..,

Several other Viet-Nam Information Notes will be available in the near future., Anticipated
subjects include ‘‘The Legal Basis of the U,S, Commitment’’; ‘“Why We Fight in Viet-Nam'’;
‘“The Military Struggle’’; and ‘‘Communist Aggression Against South Viet-Nam.’’ The Super-
intendent of Documents, U,S, Government Printing Office,on request, will place individuals on its
mailing list to receive Selected United States Government Publications--a free, biweekly an-
nouncement of new publications, including subsequent numbers of this series.
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