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¢« THIRTY YEARS OF STRUGGLE OF THE PARTY» was
written in commemeration of the thirtieth anniversary of the
founding of the Indochmese Commumst Party, now the V1et
Nam Lao Dong Party. - e

The present English translatlon has been made from the Viet-
namese text composed by the Central Commiittée of Propaganda
of the Viet; Nam Lao Dong Party and the Committee for the
Study of - the Party’s History,
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Our Party came into existence in early 1930 and is
Jjust thirty years old now, Through thirty years of heroic
struggle our Party led the Vietnamese. working class and
people lo carry oul the revolution willt greal success. In
August. 1945, under the leadership of the. Party, our entire
-people launched the general insurrection and seized State
power thronghout the country. Bul French imperiatists
. Invaded our cotintry once more, To safeguard and develop

- the achievements of the Augnst Revolulion, our Party.
. called for an all-out. lonyg lerm Resistance war waged by
the whole people and successfully ended the stage of nationat
peoplers democratic revolutionin the North of our couniry.
Since the restoration of peace, the Parly has been leading -
the people to carry out the socialist revolution and build
socialism in-the North, and at the same time to struggle
for uatwual uniflcation and completion of the national
people’s democratio revolution in the whole country. '

The. victory of the Vietnamese revolution is the victory
of Marxism-Leninisin applled to the practical conditions
of a. colonial and ‘semi-fendal country,

On the occasion of the thirtieth .anniversary of the
. founding of the Party, let us turn the. glorious pages of
the history of the Vietnamese working class and people
under the Party's léadership and review the experiences
of the Vietnamese revolution, Let uz see how our Party
has correcily combined the general truth of Margxism-

Leninlsm with the realities of the Vietnamese revolutionto -~

- opercome all difficalties and obstacles, and to go from one

victory -to ‘another. Such an examination will give us st{ll.
© - greater confidence tn our people's unbending spirit and in"
the clear-sightéd’ leadership of our. Party headed by

. President ‘Ho Cht'Minh and

pnosperous_ ’and strong V:e N




~ FIRST PERIOD -

BIRTH OF THE INDOCHINESE .COMMUNIST :
PARTY, THE PERIOD OF ILLEGAL STRUGGLE

'OF THE PARTY AND THE AUGUST REVOLUTION' -

(1930- 1945)



@{E?tlng By mgrket Of gheap Labo‘}i’-;

. VIETNAMESE' socmw UNDER FRENCH"
' IMPERIALISTS' RULE| - . "1™

. The birth of the Indochmese Commumst Party now
the Viet Nam Lao Dong Party, was the result of ‘the
combination of Marxism-Leninism With' the working
class movement and the struggle for national liberi-
_ tion in-Viet Nam. The founding of the Panty in' early
1930 was not ‘accidental, but was determlned by the -
hrstoncal conditions.of Viet Nam. -~ -+ ol

“Viet Nam' was invaded ‘by French colomalists in
1858. The feudal-ldndlord class whose represqntatwe
was the Nguyen dynasty surrendered ‘to 'the enemy.
The 1884 Treaty is obvious proof of “this- But the
- Vietitamese " people/ struggled  “irdauntedly, '#ising
against the aggressors:‘and’ the traitors. Oﬂly by the
end of the: 19th’ century, “did* French' icolonialists
succeed. in: completmg therr machinery of dominatlom:
in:Viet Nam. -

 Klter endmg ‘the stage of armed ag gressmn, French
monopohsts bepran! to, exploit Viet 1 ‘

- .Th the ‘economic field, they.. carr;ecl out a. pohcy QI
s heavy taxes: coupled thh the setting .up. of banks to.
lend money at interest and appropriation of land, thus
impoverishing , a great, number-. of : peasants,(@m;b

i ‘n';'., e FISL
e fmcthe! industmai field, textile;: alcmhm,\ .paper, ‘matchs
- brick and tile:and cement/factoties; electrit pewonr.

s &&Em@m,gwat@r\ plants;ie ‘.;,.wererrb,urlt onecafterjthe

iswo_nthy thatq heavyg rmdustryaswlasmwt}_.




developed. Mining industry developed very slowly
while monopolies for metallurgy, engineering, and
the key branches of heavy industry, were given to
the ‘mother country’. Only some branches of light
industry, not competing with those of the ‘mother-
country’ were developed to yield the French capi-
talists the most profits.

Iy the :commegreial field,: monopoly: for. both :imports
and exporls was. in: French hands. while Vietnamese
capitalists played only a subsidiary role. Customs
duties built a-tariff wall around Indochina turning
Viet Nam, Cambodia, and : l.ags into :their private
markets;, As.a,result, gopds from-France were sold in
Indoghina, -aty-high. priges: :parning them.: colonial
SQ‘P-ﬁr?PI:"QﬁtS-_-TI;z! R RS TR P S R EE I A
¢{In;the-agricultural field, feudal: forms of:exploita-
tion were kept up. and encouraged, and the policy of
settlement carried .out: As. much ias -onetsixth -of
cultivated land in Viet Nam was appropriated by the
French to. set up plantations under industrial: or rice

crops, A number, of French.capitalists became planters
atthﬂ;s’ametime — O : o~ L. R

- -In;the political field, the name Viet/Nam was wiped
- off the: map of the world and: the-policy,of. *divide and
rule! was. carried .out: systematically.i:Viet: Nam was
divided. .inte. three. parts,,with . different political
regimes : South Viet Nam was a colony, Central Viet
Nam a protectorate and North Viet Nam,.a semi-pro-
tectorate and semi-colony, Discord was sowr among
the people of Viet Nam, Campodia and Laos, and
© betweeént ‘minority “and ‘mﬁ_otit’yﬁ.'*n*at_ibh“a'l'fﬁzé’s ‘it ddch

of these Countries: Iti-Viet Nant as well 4s'iri Cambodia
and’ Laos,  the whole “administrative, ‘military’ and
te¢hnical rgchinery ‘wis in Frefich hands. The ‘Viét:
namese feudal landlord'¢ldss only playbd’ the-part-of
‘puppets,i workihgi@s ithe! fuler’s  henchien The otler -
olagses hathvio politidak rightsiwhatevep;it b Ioin

willntakeerd) thatawthele _m_%“ifamme;b’f' axploitation' by =

- Frenchdmpérialists:in Viet:N

R

anlaimedion turingotie



gountry into a market and -a source of supply of raw
materials for: the:. *mother-country’.Vietnamese
feudal ‘sqciety was-transformed: into g-¢colonial and
semi~feudal - society  while ‘:class .relations: :also
underwent chamges..« . oo Ty
- The Vietnamese feuda! landlord class worked hand
in glove:with the imperialists to'nyaintdid its selfish
interests. ‘French imperialists- learit on-it*to oppress
andexploit the 'Vietnamese people. Fronithe ¢lass
_viewpoint, the landlord ;tlass’ was:the objéctiof the
Vietnamese revolution: But when. the spearhead 6 ‘the
‘revolution was:mainly: directed at the oppréssive and
aggressive- imperialists; : in- the'-landlord "class ‘there
were also a number of persons who stood up ‘against
French rule; most ‘of them small-landlords; inteltec-
tuals :and -students of landloed stock.” But: they cotld
not represent the whole landlord class..'# i
The Vietnamese bourgeoisie took root right ‘ih’ the
heart of the feudal seciety.:8ince:French invasjion o
Viet Nam, ' this ‘class ~gradually: took shape. and
develdped, but due to. French:oppression it became: a:
class -qnly during and after World War. 1. Borg i@
colonial ‘and..semi-feudal :sogiety; the i Vietnamese’
bourgeoisie developed: to some -extent-then.split-inta:
two parts : comprados-bourgenisie and national bour-
geoisig. The : Vietnamese . comprador-bourgeoisie: in-,
cluded,. big- capitalists whoss: interests., were: closely;
connected with thoseof the imperialists. They worked.
as-the imperialists’ sole. agents huying lacal. products:
and selling. manufactured goods:dor them, investing
meney-intheir industrial.and: commereial.enterprises.
or huilding big projects-for the colonialists. Like the;
-feudal landlerd class; the compradar-bourgeoisie was:
an: anti-revolutionary: fofce: in: owr, eountry . ity

- The: Vietnamese: national bourgeoisie, domposed: iof
middie-sized-capitalists whose nuinbes and:economic
lorce were -$mail; ‘due to ‘the oppréssion:ang restrics
tions: of the Frenohiimperialists vand: Ahe . feuddlists,
was unable to withstand impetialist .competition;:The:

8



national bourgeoisie’s interests were-in contradiction

to.those: of the imperialists .and the feudalists. At the

same: titne they had economic relations with them to

a.certain extent (the majority of the national bour-

geoisie ‘were merchants ' selling - goods" for the

imperialists .and -a dumber of them were fandlords: at

the;:same, time) .and ‘waxed. rich- by:exploiting the

working class. Therefore the national bourgeoisie had.
a two-sided nature; on the one hand they were:against

the imperjalists ' and . the: feudalists, approving. of

national.independence and: democratic freedoms, but

on. the ‘other, their attitude was unstable, wavering

and hesitant. When the imperialists were strong they:

easily . -compromised, and. .advocated :reforms; .but

tended, towards the: revolutionary ; massmovement

when. it was;:on the upsurge. For this. reasen the

national bourgeoisie .could. not -lead the Vietnamese

rgvolution, . . © . L D e
i. The, Vietnamese peasantry embrdcéd almost 90 per

cent of the population and was very heavily.oppressed
. -and-exploited. by . the imperialists and the feudalists:

© (heavy .taxes, high.land rent and interest, :corvees,
beatings, land-grabbing from:them,:etc.;.). In’ conse-
quence. the.peasants: were rapidly -irhpoverished: .

- Those who: beeathe 'bankrupt were driven out of the
countryside itifo the factories, mines, and plantations,
and ‘beécame 'workers. Othiers *had to 'go- as’labotrers’
to-the New:Hebrides-or: New ‘Caledonig. 'Qthers-were
unemployed -and leda very miserable life! THose' whd'

-were still able to:cling ‘to their ‘rice:fields were con+
tinually-threatened: by: the ‘fmiperialists, the féudalists
and natural-calamities. Shoit of land, the’ peasafits,’
first' of all:‘the' poor vand landless -peasarits, very'
energetically opposed-the imperialists“aiid the feuda’
lists: The liberation wars ‘in+Vietnamese: history: up-
toi this.*time wete,~in: essence, peasant wars,- Inthe’
national. r%aopilﬁ?s- demoeratic revolution, the. peasants.
weraithe: biggest force of the revolution and ‘the most-

TR

-reliable-ally of:the working classi ' ¢t
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., The -Vietnamese petty-bourgeoisie included: people
of +.different;;: watks - of life :craffsmen, :petty. and
itinergnt traders, .small  traders, owners of small
industrial: concerns, civil servants,: intellectuals and
students..:Although their. living standards, were more
or. less .different-from .each. other, their life: was -ifr
general unstabje and always:-threatened by bankrupt
¢y and; unemployment.. They usually: wavered witl
the upsurge ,or:ebb of .the revolutionary movement!
but generally  speaking they. very. enthusiasticaily
took, part in the revolution. They were: an-important
- force of the revolution and the reliable .ally. of the

wprking class, . AT

The.. Vietnamese working class.-came into being

. with the development .of French  capitalism in Viet

Nam., After-World War. I, with the French. imperial-
ists” policy. of.  increased colonial exploitation j the
- Vietnamese "working class, developed fairly quickly
and .soof became - an. important .social force, The
working class weretoiling. people: with. no.meaiis of
prodiiction, having' to sell, their laboyr .power to live
and, bejig exploited by means. of the:wages system.
They, worked. in, Tactories: and lived in,the- towns and:
indusfrial areas, They represented the;most progress-
ive produgtiye forge of the society. For these reasons,
the working ¢lass was. the most; revolutionary.- foree:
whose political consciousness, organizational ability,
disciplirie and creativeness were higher than.those of.
. other classes. Besides the above-mentioned qualities
-common. to the international woerking class, the Viet-
riamese working class had the following character-
istics : born in a colonial and semi-feudal country, the
Vietnamese working class Had to-endure a threefold.
oppression and was heavily exploited by the imperial-
" ists, the feudalists and the national bourgeéoisie. "
. Therefore, to liberate- itself,: it had to fight for-the

~emancipation of the whole nation from all oppression

and exploitation. Within the Vietnamese ~working -
-class there was no section of reformist aristocratic

15



workers compromising with the bourgesisie,’ {ts Blood
ties: with the peasantry provided it 'with favourable
conditions - to': realize “the’ worker-peasarit _alliance.
From. outside; it was: not under the influence ‘of the
reformist ideology-'of the Second: Intérnational. On
the contrary, being under the poweriul influerice of
the': Comrminists’ and ‘workers’ 'movements' ‘in the
world, especially the influence of the Russiat October
" Revolution, - and " of - socialist” cénstruction in the
U.8.S.R. ‘and'that of the French and ‘Chinese workers’
movements,  they ~ soon succeeded in’ assimilating
_ Mirkism-Lenifigm, <11 o i i
Owing to the ahove-mentioned characteristics  the
Vietnamese working ‘clasd ’thdﬁgh ‘stHall in humber,
soon bec&r’néfthe_’had’hjg force df the revolution. '~
Ot the basis’of ‘the above’ atialysig of the situation
i 'Viet Naim prior t6 the fouriding of the Party, it can
© bé seen that the  Viethamese society tad ‘two 'basic
cd‘n’cradictioﬂ&?‘thé confradictiod bétween, the *Viet:
namese natibti ‘afid- oppressive imperialism ‘and that
between the hroad masses’ (tiainly ‘the {pé‘as‘a‘r_fifs).‘ and
. tie feudal - Turrdlord clas§. The Vietn'imes;é,r;évb’mi_bsn'
had to selve!these two ‘contradictiq §' othérWise the .
Vietnamesé society tould not’move forwdrd:' History.
set: the-Vietiamese working class the task of teading
the rrevoliitioti 1t Viet 'Nat ' in“ordéf ¥ $01ve' these
bakic: coftradictions  and'' push 'thé - Vietnamese
society: forward, "= =7 ERRE bref o

16



PREPARATION FOR THE: FOUNDING OF THE
PARTY — THE PARTY'S REVOLUTIONARY
' PROGRAMME

From the day Viet Nam was first ruled by French
imperialists. to 1929, our ‘people ‘constantly rose
against the aggressors and their henchmen :armed
uprising in South Viet Nam (1801:— 1868), the Royal-
ist movement (1885 -— '1895), the Yen: The guerilla
movement - (1887 — 1913), the Bai- Say armed
uprising (1885 — 1889),: the Dong: Kinh Nghia: Thuc
movement (1907), the campaign against taxes in
Central Viet Nam (1908), the Thai Nguyen:armed
uprising (1917), the patriotic movement for -Phan
Boi -Chau's amnesty and ‘Phan Chu Trifih's memorial
service (1925 - 1926), and the Yen Bai armed uprising
(1930). So many heroes sacrificed their lives for the-
country but the result was. still a failure. The main
cause of this -was that the Vietnamese rrevolution ity
that - period was not yet led by a Marxist — Leninist
party of the working iclass, The revolutionary. parties
did not as yet put forth:& correct political programme
aimed at .solving the. two ahove~mentioned basu:
contradictions. ;

‘Facing succesé'we fallures, several Vletnamese
patnots went abroad in search of:a path for national:
gberatlon, the r:ght path for the revolutlon m Vlet

am . . ! .l

One. of : these patnots, Gamrade Nguyen AHQuoc.
our beloved and respected President I-E[o Chi Minh‘, way



the first to find this path. He went to Europe at the
beginning of this century, prior to World War 1. Soon
after his arrival in France the world-shaking October
Socialist Revolution was successful. That great
historical event opened the era of proletarian revolu-
tion in the imperialist countries; at the same time it
also opened the revolutionary era in the colonies and
setiti-colonies. Tt inspired the working class :and the
oppressed peoples of the world with boundless. confi-
dence in the prospect of their liberation. The October
Revolution had a very strong influence on Comrade
Nguyen Ai Quoc’s political activity. It led him to the
conclusjon that to liberate his coyntry he had to study
Marxism-Leninism and to follow-the Russian example.
At Tours Congress.iin 1921, he took part in the
founding of .the, French Commumst Party and joined
it- because’ he realized : clearly that only Marxism-
Leninism, -only the Communist Party could . liberate
the oppressed peoples. He thus became the first Viet-.
namese Communist .and ‘began. to. struggle for the
founding of a Marxist-Leninist - party i Viet Nam..In
the newspapers I"Humanité, La vie ouvriére, Corres- .
pondance internationale and ‘particularly, Le Paria
of which he was the editor,, Comrade:Nguyen Ai Quoc
courageously .denounced -the-crimes of imperialism
and discussed the: question ef colonial revolution from
the . Marxist-Leninist standpoint.. Together -with. a
fnumber of revolutionary fighters. from: other - French.
* colonies, ‘he.organized  the " League of :Colenial
- Peoples:inParis.-His revolutionary’ activity and his
- articles; espeéially his book Pro¢és de la Colonisation
'Frangaise encouraged the revolutlonary movement in’
- the countty and enabled: ma!ny Vretnamese to. get an
understanding of Marxismi.. .
"In 1928, *he went té 'the Soviet Utlion to attf:nd the
: 'Internatlonal Congress of Peasant Delegates, and the .
Fxrithibengress oi fhe: Communist Internatlonal in
1924 A T - S




~In December 1924, he returned to China. In 1925
he set up the Union of .ngpressed-Asian Peoples and
established relations with Tam Tam Xa, which was
at ‘the time the revolutionary organization -of:'Viét-
namese.residents:in China, using it as a basis: for the
founding of the Viet Nam Young Revolutionary
Comrades Association. At the same time he organized
the Communist league in- the Jlattér to carry on the
preparation for the establishment of a genuine Com-
munist Party .in° Viet Nam. Training courses -were
opened in'the Whampoa Military Academy (Canton)
for. ‘youths ‘who came from Viet Nam' to - study.
Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc was one.of the lecturers
at these courses. The magazine Youth, 'organ of :.the
General Committee of the Viet Nam Young Revelu-
tionary. Gomrades . Association, = introduced. to "the
Vietnamese workers. .and: people. the rudiments of
Marxism-Leninism.-Numerous progressive magazines
and. hooks from France and China were then secretly
~ distributed in Viet Nam. The book The Revolutionary
Path which was: written by Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc
and published by the Propaganda Committee of the
Union of Oppressed Asian,Peoples. had. a,great effect
on the-revolutionary movement in Viet.Nam and in
other -Asian, .countries... French -imperialists .tried. to -
hoodwink the people by all.:means lo.prevent them
from hearing of the: Russian.October Revalution and
the.Soviet Union. Great efforts. were; made to. check
the influence of the French Communist movement, ,%h‘e
~ Chines¢ Revélution, and the Canton Commune’ from.
spredding ‘to-Viet Nam. But ‘all their schemes and.
‘tricks were: ineffective. The propaganda’work ‘of the.
. members ‘of ‘the ‘Viet~ Nam® Youihg 'Revolutionary .
- Lomrades’ Association enabled:the Viethamese people

‘8 elear understanding ol - the vworld! revolu-

_ cimovement: and gain :more ieonfidemee’ sand.
- enthusiasm'in the future of ‘the:nationyi e ladmb
- +[Ror the:first time, Mankist-LLeninist viewpointsi of
" plass struggle; the.role;sof the people it history,ete. -



were disseminated in Viet Nam. Despite its wrong
{Jollcy ‘national revolution first, international revo-
tion after’ it was this revolutxonary organization
which was the first in our country to popularize
Marxism-Leninism among the masses of Vietnamese
people. Thanks to this propaganda, a Communist
?roup took shape in this organization. The first
ollowers of Marxism in Viet Nam began to be armed
ideologically in order to clearly see the true revolu-
tionary path and the flattering and deceitful reformist
theories of the imperialists and their henchmen, and
at the same time to defeat the tendencies of national
reforms and chauvinism of the national bourgeoisic
and petty-bourgeoisie.

'In Decémber 1927, the workers in Canton (Chma)
rose to seize power and set up the Canton Commune
for three days. In spite of its failure, the Canton Com.
mune had a very strong effect on the working class
and people in the colonial and semi-colonial countries.
Its "influeénce spread to our country and powerfully
inspired our working class to struggle. - In this
situation, the Viet Nam  Young Revolutionary
Comrades Association developed quickly, and became
the "'most influential revolutionary organization in
" Viet' Nam, while the Viet Nam Nationalist Party and
- Viet Nam. Youth's Highest Aspiration Party which

were political organizations-with botirgeois tendencies
gradually lost influence among the masses of ‘people:

Wherever the Viet Nam Young Revolutionary

Comrades Association spread Marxism-Leninism
was disseminated among the masses. But propaganda
of Marxism-Leninism only, without the struggle of
the workers and toiling people in the country to serve -
as a social basis. for that ideology, could not give birth
to.a Communist party nor could this propaganda be

- deeply and widely spread.

»The -Vietnamese : working class became m@re
mature, and’ the- workers’ movement of struggle was

20



increasingly stronger. Many members of the Viet
Nam - Young Revolutionary Comrades Assocjation
took up work in factories, mines and plantations to
_ popularize Marxism-Leninism and lead the workers
in: their struggles. Thanks fo this, the workers’ class
consciousness was further heightened. First cells of
the Association in industrial enterprises were set up
and, coupled with them there were trade unions and
workers’ mutual aid organisations. Workers’ struggles
broke out in economic centres all over the country.

One after the other, workers of the Cement plant
(Haiphong), Textile plant (Nam Dinh), Aviat repair
workshops (Hanoi) Truong Thi Railway workshops
(Vinh), Ba Son factory (Saigon), Phu Rieng plan-
tation (Nam Bo), etc.., went on strike to claim
improvement in living conditions: more wages, a
shorter working day, abolition of beatings and
fines, etc. :

. The struggle between the working class and French
imperialists grew  fierce. Workers. in many factories
began to co-ordinate their struggles. Coupled with
the workers’ strike movement were the peasants’
struggles. in some localities. Secret:police, country
constabulary and armed forces were used by the
imperialists to repress the mass movement. .. .
+ This -situation demanded a Communist PartK to
guide the. revolutionary movement of the working
clags and of the people in general. - o o
-«:By the-end of 1928 and in.the early-hali of 1929,
~ there-was a campaign for the founding of a Com-
.munijst ‘Party in Indochina in the Viet Nam Young
Revolutionary. Comrades Association :in North Viet-
Nam. On hearing news of the.convening of a national
‘eongress by the General Committee of this Asseciation
. abroad, the Communists in the Association in North
. Viet Nam.-and northern part of Central Viet Nam
actively discussed the question of dissolving thé Viet
Nam: Young Revolutionary Comrades Association:-to
~formally establish a €Communist Party in: Indechina.

o



In many meetings of the Association at. all levels,
their...proposal - .met. with ~complete success. In
January 1929, following:the Preparatory Meeting of
the National Congress of the Viet:Nam Young Revo-
. lutionary: Comrades Association, in North Viet Nam;
a Communist group of seven persons — among them
Ngo Gia Tu, Nguyen. Duc Canh; Nguyen. Phong Sac,
Bo Ngoc.Du, Trinh Dinh' Cuu, ete, — was set up to
guide the campaign for the. founding of the Gom:
munist Party. Why was. this campaign begun first:in
-North Viet Nam? Because of two reasons: first, North
Viet Nam was: the place where the working class was
most concentrated,: consequently the: Communists in
the: Viet Nam. Young Revolutionary Comrades Asso-
ciation ‘in the North' were the first. to realize. the
necessity for an independent revolutionary:party of
the:working class to .lead the revolution in Indochina.
Second : the powerful influence of the Chinese Com-
munist movement spread:to;North: Viet Nam, and the
Vietnamese, Communists-in’ the Nerth saw clearly the
urgency -for. the founding ofia Comtnunist Party-in
I_ndqghinga_.__.‘ S R EE I L AP TR I L PP
- On-'May'l, 1929, ‘at the National Congress of thé
Viet Nari’ -Young’ Revélutionary Comrades’ Associa- -
tion held in' Hong Korig- the’delégation of North Viet
‘Nam: proposed: the dissolution «of this organization in
_order to set up the Indochinese: Communist Party. In
- this delegation were :Comrades: Ngo- Gia. Tu, Quoc
‘Anh: and. ‘others.. The  proposal-was : rejected.: by . the
majority, and: the delegation of North Viet: Nam :left

" the.Congress -and - returned: home. (In - June 1929, : the

 Indcchinese Gommunist-Party was formally-feunded

- hndvits :Manifesto .distributed. ameng: the people. The
- first: members; of-:the ‘Indochinese: Communist: Party
weré Communists who:were members:of the Viet Nam

 Youhg ‘Revolutionary: Comrades: iAssociation in"North - .
Viet NamyInispite of.its: political and: organizational -

- shartepmings,. the: birth of.theiiiIndochinese’ Com--
Ny muh_lfsm:’--s@gmtyu et =-t-h‘ee';;d?em-’a"=ndz sofiithe: objective _

e



situation and the aspirations of the worker-masses,
That is why, following the issue of the Manifesto of
the Indochinese Communist Party the best. members
of the Viet Nam Young Revolutionary Comrades .
Association enthusiastically . joined it. The Hammer
and Sickle, central organ of the Party, and the Red
Trade Union magazine, céntral organ of the Trade
unions, were: published and widely distributed among
the masses. " : - '

‘Facing the ever expanding influence of the Indo-
chinese Communist' Party, the General Committee of
the ‘Viet Nam Young Revolutionary Comrades Asso-
ciation’ decided to re-organize what remained- (most
of it was in South' Viét Nam) into ‘the-Annamese
Communist Party. - SR : o

Nor could the New Viet Revolutionary Party in
Central' and South Viet Nam maintain “its former
organization, It re-organized itself' into the Indo-
- chintese Commimunist' Federation, -~ - o

~Thus.in 1929, three Communist organizations.came
into being in.Viet Nam,; 4ll claiming to be genuine
political parties ‘of the working ¢class and trying by
~all ‘means to win’ fhe recognition of thé Communist
International.” Tn : their " activity, ‘propaganda and
admittance of new memibers, these first three Com-
_mutist organizations ‘ indulged in -invective against
. each ‘other. and disputed. for’ influence:-among the .

masses.: It"is. noteworthy; however; rthat:: all. three
organizations did their best to penetrate the-industrial
enterprises to agitate ‘among the workers. At the

© 'time, there was a proletarianization movement in the

- Comnuinist organizations 'in".Viet Nam, Numerous
“Party members. who. were infeflectuals ar stndents of

.- petty-bourgeois: stock took-uprwork-in:factories; mines .
- or plantations’ to, agitate among the masses and at

o “the same- time to steet"and. temper: themselves.
. .‘Qonfronted \ with. this. situation,. the Communist

o International. sent- a letter: to the Communists:in



Indochina pointing out.the necessity of ending divi-
sion -and ‘sectarianism and of fusing into a united
Communist Party. To implement the instructions of
the - Communist -International,  Comrade Nguyen Ai
Quoc went to Hong Kong to convene the delegates of
“the: Communist:erganizations in Indochina to discuss
the question of unification of the:Party. On January.6,
1930, . the Unification’ Meeting: presided over by
Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc was held in Hong Kong.
Present: at the meeting were delegates-of the Indo-
.chinese Communist Party and Annamese Communist
Party. The Indochina Gommunist Federation did not
have- time to send their delegates.to the meeting*.
After hearing the reports of the delegates and study-
ing the policy of the Communist International, the
meeting cricitized narrow-mindedness and discord .
and unanimously approved the umification of all three
Communist organizations in _the country into. one
organization named the Viet Nam Communist Party.
At the same time the meeting adopted the political
prograinme, sirategy and ‘shotfened rules of the
Parfy, of the Indochina Anti-imperialist Alliance and
other ‘mass-organizations, Although they were still
rudimentary, thése documents laid down. a basically
correct, lifie .for "the. Vietnamese revolution, that is
bourgeois . democratic zevolution. .fed by .the Viet-
namese - working. - class, 'aimed:* at.. pverthrowing
imperidlism :iand - feudalism:: and securing national

independence and-freedem...:" = ¢ L G
¥ P Il . . o H . .
S S U L B T P R BT S R NPT R F ;
%Al the time of. the- holding of the Unification Mes{ing, there were in
all 211" Vietnamese Comuiunists ranged ds follows:  ~ ~ .

" Indbchlnase Cortimunist ' PAMY! .1l dive 88t

. Afinemese . >Communist : (Paderation s :
¢; Indochinese. . Communiet. , Fedoratign

‘ \ﬂ‘atnamese Con?tﬂgts"iﬂ Hong ”ohg{
R A S "~‘.‘-l:{~ﬁ ii ;_u_l-s

E1tlig figisre'-shows ‘that '€ 'wds' Kipé fot' th fobniding Bf? thd Viethurians
Gommimist: Partyi. ) ol moglal r B dngod e i

24



The meeting worked out the plan for the unification
of the Communist organizations in Indochina into a
single party and elected the provisional Central
Executive Committee to guide the whole Party.

The meeting aiso decided on the development of
mass-organizations: such as Red Trade Unions, Red
Peasants’ Association, Communist Youth.League,
Liberated Women's Association, Assistance Associa-_
tion, Anti-imperialist. Alliance (the then National
United Front}. : : S

The Unification Meeting was tantamount to a
Congress and had an extremely important political
significance : it succeeded in unifying the working
class’ revolutionary forces, enabling the working class
to have its own genuinely revolutionary party to-lead
the Vietnamese revoiution to victory. :

Like all Communist Parties the world over, the
Viet.Nam Communist Party was a new-type party of
the working class armed with Marxism:Leninism. It
was the most advanced, most politically enlightened,
and at the same time the highest organization of the
Vietnamese working class, fully able to lead the other
organizations of the Vietnamese working «class ‘and
people. The Vietnamese Communist Party was, in
addition, an' orgénization. having 'close contact: with
the masses, regarding the masses’ interests' as its only
interests and drawing its strength from  the masses.
It was. a single-minded organization with: united
action, strict discipline -and;without sects, using. the
method of criticism and self-criticism to overcome.its
shortcomings and promote its strong points. -
- After -studying the documents of the. Unification
- Meeting, the Communist Interriational immediately
sent: a:letter with: instructions to the 'Viet-Nam.Com-
- munist: . Party amending.a nurber of ‘points:in- the
- }imeriand tasks:of.the Vietnamese revolution:and with
suggestiens: . about: the question .-of changing. the
Partyls.name; to:Indochinese-Communist-Party. .. -
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~In April '1930, -Comrade Tran Phu- returned  to
Viet:Nam.. .~ -~ - . . .
To- carry out the resolutions of the Communist
International and’to strengthen the leadership of the
seething revolutionary movement, the Central Com-
mittee held its first Session in October 1930 to discuss
the Bourgeois Democratic. Revolution in Viet Nam,
_the: immediate tasks of the Party and the question
of ‘changing :the Party’s name. S
The meeting adopted the Programme of the
Bourgeois Democratic Revolution (that is the Poli-
tical' Programme) drafted by Comrade Tran Phuy,
the ‘first Secretary ' General of the Party. The
Programme outlined the outstanding' characteristics
of the Indochinese situation at the time as follows
« Indochina is a colony whose economyis dependent
on the imperialists ‘and ‘could not therefore develop
independently. The class contradiction between the
workers, peasants and suffering labouring elements
on one gide and the :imperialists, feudalists and
bourgeois on. the other grows sharper. Owing to this
feature,~the nature of the Indochinese revolution is
“‘Bourgeois . Democratic Revolution’, The tasks: of
this revolution are to. wipe out. feudal remnants, to
distribute-land to the tillers, to averthrow-imperialism
and to:make. Indochina complétely independent.. Only
by defeatimg imperialismi.canifeundalism be wiped out
and. only by abolishing feudalism can imperialism be
overthrown. The main driving-power of 'the revolution
is-the workers -and ‘the peasants. The: essential cond;:
tion that: “enisiires the “success of the' Inddchinese
revolution: is:a Communist -Party having'a corfect .
political Tine, discipline; cfose eontaat-with the masses
- and” having matured through revolutionary struggle. -
Tid: seize national:independencer-and distribute land -
toithe: tillers, i «:peasant-worker sdviet power »smust
' be' seti:up, "Once: power-isiwom, Indechina: will”‘pags -
over the tagérof capitalistidevelopmentito advameé .
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straight to socialism thanks to the assistance of the -
- proletarian - dictatorship’ in: the countiies where
proletarian revolution has been successful. »

" This is the fundamental content of the October 1930
Political Programme, It -amended the Shortened
. Programme - of the Unification Meeting passed on
January 6, 1930. Like the Shortened Programme, the
.Political Programme is of great historical signifi-
cance. For the first time the working class and. the
Vietnamese people: had a relatively overall ' anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal revolutionary programme..
The Political Programme laid down the general line
of the bourgeois democratic revolution in' Viet. Nam
and henceforth gave light to ‘the revolutionary
" agitation in our country. - . ‘ o

. On the situation and immediate tasks of the Party,
thé Session assessed that the economic crisis in the
" world and "in Viet: Nam brought the Vietnamese
masses to extreme misery; the masses” struggle
against imperialism and feudalism had -developed
into-a deep and broad revolutionary movement which
~ was more and more-under the influence and. leadership-
of: ‘the Communist - -Party. -and divorced from
*nationalist’ influence. The Party’s immediate political
task ‘was to guide the masses to.oeppose white terror-
ism, taxes: and .land rent, capitalist Taylorism,
. deceitful reforms, imperialist wars, ‘and- to .support.
the ‘Soviet Union: Struggle had to-be waged: ‘against

" adventurous, dare-devil teridencies:and'rashness.. *

- Following the Communist International’s instric-

tions, the Session declded to change the Party’s name
‘to  Indochinese ‘Communist Party because “the Viet:
nanese, Cambodian = and Laotian: ‘proletariat::have
politically and: economically: to: be ‘closely: related ‘in
spite: of - their differetice’ im: language; customs--and
C L RN S T BT R S

race; ;e - nf‘ SRR EER . .
" The’ Session also decided: ¢The wholé-Party should’
take the resolutions of the Communist International
" and-the P_a-rt‘y?;s.wp,ol‘icy;aga‘the basic document. for the
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Party’'s internal re-drganizatien, bolshevization of the
Party, setting up of Xu* Executive' Committees to
lead the movement in each part of Viet Nam, increased
admittance: of -workers dnto the Party, increased
proportion of.factory workers in the leading organs
of the Party and, orice the Party’s work goes smoothly
'flhelszatmnal Congress of - Party Delegates should be
eld». -

The: resolutlons of the October 1930 Session of the
Central .- Committee had the -important effect of
unifying and strengthening the Party a step. further.

.1929-1930 were years when the class struggle and
national struggle devetoped 1o such a peint that all
revolutionary and anti-revolutionary classes in Viet
Nam had to advance their political programmes to win
over the masses. The Manifesto of the Indochinese
Communist Party distributed .in June 1929 succeeded
in putting forth the main asplrations of the Vietn’am-
ese working class and people.. .

- In ‘1930, the Shortened Programme. .of the Umﬁ
catlon Meeting-and the. Pelitical- Programme: of the
first Session of the Central Committe¢ 'mapped out
the revolutionary line in’Indochifra:and: highlighted
the aspirations of the working class ‘and: peoples in
Indochina.: These -impertant ~decuments armed 'the
Indochinese - Communists - to oppose .the - national
revolutionary. programme of the national bourgeoisie
and petty-bourgeoisie; :(Viet. Nam' Nationalist Party,
Viet Nam- Independence Party and Viet Nam:Youth's
- Highest Aspiration Party). At the same time: the
were: the: working - class’ effective weapons to.: smasg
to-pieces the.deceptive reformist.theories of the feudal
landlord - class...and-: comprader bourgeaisie -(Pham
Quynh’s. theory..of 'the: Km .and the. FeOple iare. both
masters!.iNguyen Van; thl s:;theory ol ¥ direct rule’,
the programme of Bui Quang Chieu's Constltutlon
Pa;rty. qnd Ngo Dmh Dlem 8, ﬂdvocacy to come back

il
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to the 1884 Treaty} and to oppose the national
reformism of the national bourgeoisie. {(Vu Dinh Di’s
theory of autonomy and programme of industriali-
zation of Indochina and the theory of ‘Constitutional
regime’ of a number of deputies in Central Viet
Nam, etc..). The Political Programme and the
above-mentionéd documents of our Party made an
important contribution to the mapping out of the
Party’s line and policy in the strengthening of the
Party's unity and aiso in the building and consoli-
dation of the leadership of the Vietnamese working
class. ~

'The newspaper Tien Len (Forwardz, central organ
of the Viet Nam Communist Party played an impor-
tant part in the propaganda and organization of the
masses of people and in the struggle against the
reactionary and erroneous political tendencies in
1930-1931.



' THE. 19301931 REVOLUTIONARY UPSURGE
AND THE NGHE TINH SOVIET

Our Party was founded at the time when Indochina
as well as the whole capitalist world had stepped into
the period of general crisis (1929-1933). The Indo-
chinese people were leading an extremely hard. life.
Factory and office workers were thrown ‘onto the
paveinent, those who were still' at work found their
wages cut. The peasants suffered from famine, Paddy
was their only resource and its was sold at very low
prices. They had, in addition, to pay high taxes and
go-on corvee. From 1929 to [933 natural calamities
often oceurred in our country: droughts were followed
by floods, increasing the number ol ruined: peasants,
Numerous petty-bourgeois. :and.' national  bourgeois
went bankrupt. The livelihood:of people of all walks of
life was under constant menace. This was-the material
basis of the revolutionary upsurge in. 1930-1931.
. However,. correct leadership was essential. :Mobili-
- zation. of: ‘the: masses :into' a+ broad. revolutionary
movement, took - 'place “under our Party’s correct
leadership ir:1930-1931, a deep and broad movement
. of struggle of the peasant-worker imasses, clearly

ilustrating- the worker-peasant alliance led by the
working class.: -+ - . o o T

On-February: 9, 1930, -the: Yen: Bai armed 1iprising
broke . out “under  the -leadership.-of the Viét.-Nam .
. Nationalist® Party. Soldiers in-garrison-: at. ¥en Bdi
rose an_ shot at.the.French:coldhialists.Peasants at
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Hung Hoa and Lam Thao (Phu Tho province) rose -
on February 10, 1930, and those at Vinh Bao (Hai
Duong province) and Phu Duc (Thai Binh province)
on February 15, 1930, in support of the armed uprising
of the soldiers at Yen Bai. Within a short time these
uprisings were drowned in blood by the imperialists.

Our Party immediately mobilized the masses of
the people to oppose white terror, to demand the
release of the insurgents and at the same time to
advance economic slogans for an improvement of the
people’s livelihood.

Opening the mass movement:led by our Party in
1930-1931 was the strike of 3,000 workers at. the Phu
Rieng plantation (February 1930) followed by that
of 4,000 workers at the Nam Dinh Textile plants
(March-April. 1930) and that of 400 workers at the
Ben: Thuy match- factory and saw-mill {April 1930).
The struggle gradually spread from the factories to
the countryside and particularly from May 1, 1930, the
high-tide of broad revolutionary struggle broke out
at the-industrial enterprises in Hanoi, Haiphong, Nam
Dinh, Hongay, Vinh, Saigon, Cho Lon, etc..., and rural
areas such as Thai Binh, Ha Nam (North Viet Nam),
Nghe An, Ha Tinh, Quang Ngai {Central Viet Nam)
Gia Dinh, Cho Lon; Vinh Loln%, Sadec, Ben Tre, Thu
Dau Mot and My Tho {South Viet Nam).. . .. .~

The surging movement of workers and peasants’
struggle which started .in early 1930 temporarily
calmed -down at the end of 1931. (There were in 1030
98 workers’ strikes: and 400 peasants’ demonstrations
and.in 1931 31 workers’ strikes: and:135 peasants’

demonstrations). - ) e

- The peak of the: movement of mass- struggle in

1930-1931 was the Nghe — Tinh Soviet. - - L
On:May1;,1930,. under -the leadership: of the pro-

. vincial!Party Committee of Nghe An, warkers .at the

Trtiong Thi: Railway workshops and Ben' Thuy match

factory, together ‘with'tens oFrthousahds*cif peasants
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in the. districts around Vinh town went on strike-and
demonstrated for increased wagés, shorter working
day, lower taxes, restitution of appropriated - land,
and against white terror. From then on the movement
developed all over the two provinces of Nghe An and
Ha- Tinh, The ‘movement was ~under the direct
guidanece of Comrades Nguyen Pliong Sac, Nguyen
Duc Canh and Le Viet Thuat. -

In collusion with the feudal landlords, the French
imperialists carried out an extremely barbarous po-
licy of terrorism. More troops were moved to stations
‘throughout these two provinces. Armed forces and
aircraft were used for the repression of the demons:
trations. Thousands of people were shot down during
the struggle, tens of thousands of people arrestéd and
thousands of houses burnt down. . R,

" But under the Party’s leadership, the Nghe'— Tinh

eople: did not flinch. When one man_fell .down,
gundreds‘-'of others rushed. forward. By September
1930, the imperialists’ ruling machine in many
communes and districts in the two Nghe An, Ha Tinh
provinces disintegrated. In ‘many. localities canton
heads and village mayors handed over their seals to
the revolutionary cadres. In others, heads of districts
took to their heels, The Nghe An Provincial .Party
Committee gave instructions for setting up of Soviets;
a-local form of revolutionary. power. of the workers
and’ peasants.:This :power carried out democratic
freedoms for the people, distributed communal land
to the .peasants, encouraged .the people to :learn
Vietnamese ‘seript: and’ fight bad customs, eic.. .+ s
. -Realizing that the use of arthed forces alone could
* not crush the fightliig spirit of the Vietnamesé people,
~ the imperialist and feudal Court'implemented a rew

-policy : on the one hand, repression and persecution
~ were carried on; and ofl the other; treacherous ma-
" noeurvres were used“to break the movement, Leaning
~on- the. landlords, first of . all: the. mandarins, and
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notables;-they set .up ‘The Party -of ‘Men of Reason’
with:the object of *fighting Communism and stirring
up: . hatred for the Soviet Union’*,: digging -a gap
between: the Party. and the people, hoping that .the
" people would turn away from the-Party. At the same
" time orders were given to reactionaries under reli-
gious cloaks ‘towrite in. newspapers, publish.books
and do their utmost to carry out reactionary propa-
ganda among . Gatholic. masses. aiming at sowing
iscord. among us in order to d1v1de our forces” **, y

Other tricks were used to deceive the People ‘orga:
nization of ‘Yellow Flag processions’, ‘ Receiving of
rallying cards’ to play -on ‘the minds of -the, .less
‘determined people in an- attempt to dlsmtegrate the'
_ movement, . :

Reformist pollc1es were also carned out ta- under
mine the revolution ; Relief to the poor, celebration of
sacrifices . for. those who were shot: down during the
demenstratibns, - dzggmg of canals, bulldmg of
dams, ete. oo

iWhile the movement was thus ﬁercely assau,lted_'
the ‘Nghe~— Tinh area:was hit by a grave famine. The
fighting spirit of the people fell-gradually. The Pro-
vincial! Party- Committee on the'one. side launched a
miovement - against. terrorismi; and punishing: the

* traitors, and, on:the other, led:the peasants-to. claim
for loans of paddy from rich famiilies in order to.cope . -

with «immiediate famine. The.movement. entered a

" ftore gomplicated-and more difficult period. Not'only
hadoiit to. stand up: against, French imperialists;and

- the feudal Court, but-also .against. traltors among the
-pe,ople and . Lneme the- Party, . At .that.. tjme,. the

ittee of Central Viet:Nam p fforth an, mcorrect
‘ lo

) fE;xcanpt frpm ha;tdbllls oﬁ‘th_ . iF
£ atallons of. the Rerty b
L Tovitice.:
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tiotables’;. aitried at: strengthening. the .Party, but in
practice it brought -about more d1fﬁ"cu1t1es for the
‘movement.

The Party’s Central Co‘mmnttee launched a natlon
wide- m0vement of struggle in co-ordination with:the
Nghe — Tinh movement, opposing white terror- and
supporting Red Nghe. — Tinh, At the same time it sent
out ihstructions on the question of purging the Party
and the Peasants” Association. The Central Committée
laid stress on the Party’s-class line in the countryside
as follows ; « To strengthen by-all means the landless
_and poor peasants because they are:semi-proletarians
in the cotntryside; to’ unite with middle-peasants
because they are for the time being a big revolutiot-
ary forée and a labouring ‘force which will; together
‘with the WQrkmg class, biild socialism: once State-
' power is'in the workers’ hamds. Rich peasants should
not .be “members of ‘Red Peasants ASSOCiatIOH, ‘in
' partmular members of the Execiitive Committee *of
this. Association. But the Perthanent Bireau, of"the .
Central- Committee. dlsapproves of the. ralsmg ofthe
questjon of pprging the, Red Peasants’ A-asoc:;a iom,
It shoiild only. speak of read]ustmg the-Red Peasants’
- Association fo. conform with its, pr1nc1ples E}gplana--
' tlons shouI{d be given to rj,ch peasants
them, to. Wlthdraw of thelr oW1 free will from the Red -
Pea&ants Assocnationz and -shdt to the mutual . a1d

. The Central Commltte 8 mstruc,tmns cqr,uected the :

. devigtions. of the Nghe +— Tinh Party. Commlttee gnd
- reﬁected the Partys.; correct class line, in.pural areas -
" inithe. bourgems democrahc nevolwtaon B,e;smies,( the :
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their struggle. Therefore, from the Nghe—Tinh Soviet
movement emerged the seed of the:people’s: armed
forces ied by our Party. , _—
-~ Nghe — Tinh Soviets could be set up in a number of
localities only. Though - there was co-ordinated
struggle throughout the country it was not simulta-
neous and. not strong enough. The enemy could still
concentrate forces for the repression of the Nghe —
Tinh Soviet movement but this was not the only cause
of the failure of the movement. It was also due to
subjective and adventurous thinking, lack of a
thorough -understanding of the policy of an.Anti-
imperialist -national united front and neglecting to
carry out the strategy of ‘more friends and less foes’;
and when then movement was at a low ebb,
« a withdrawal in good order was not effected».  °
_-Hawever, Nghe — Tinh Soviet had a very important
historical significance. It affirmed the leading role of
the Indochinese Communist Party towards the Viet-
nameése revolution. Indeed though new-born,” our
Party was already fully able to launch a broad mass
movement, and especially succeeded in mobilizing
and'teading the peasant masses. The heroic spirit of
the fighters of Nghe—Tinh Soviet further strerigthened
the tradition of undaunted. struggle of the Vietnamese
people. -During and after’ the Nghe — Tinh Soviet
' movement, although it suffered heavy losses, our Party
was steeled ard tempered in thé fire of revolutionary -
struggle and accumulated experiences in ' séizing
revolutionary power-for the people.. . . -# .0
. "While the Nghe — Tinh Soviet movement and: the
revolutionary movement throughout the country met
with’ sinany - difficulties, ‘ithe - Central . Committee
~ held-its sécond session at Saigon in :Mareh 1931.:The
meeting “had: as ‘{ts..objective the struggle: against
petty-bourgeols ideology within the Party, for propa-
ganda-.and - educationi-of -Marxism-Leninism and
working out of ‘plans-for ‘the- consolidation of the
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movement. The session paid particular attention to
the struggle against the following erroneous thoughts
and viewpoints :

- That the Party is the party of the toiling people
as a whole, and not the party of the working class.

— That the working class is divided into blue-
blouse workers and brown-blouse workers, saying
that the former were technical workers with high
wages, thus having no revolutionary spirit; and only
the latter had revolutionary spirit as they were paid
low wages and, suffered most.

- The idea of ceasing to struggle in order to streng-
then the Party internally,

Besides the criticism of the above-mentioned
erroneous viewpoints, the session also laid emphasis
upon the necessity of struggling againts «leftist»
and rightist tendencies in the Party. Concerning
« leftist » tendencies, the struggle was mainly directed
against adventurous dare-devil tendencies, rashness
and premature uprising. As for rightist tendencies,
the main struggie was turned.against the idea of
holding back the struggle of the masses or of tailing
after the masses, etc. '

Following the winding up of the second session of
“the Central Committee, all the members of the
Central Committee were arrested. Numerous Party-
members at all levels fell into enemy hands one after
the other. The resolutions of the session, however,
reached a number of localities, and erroneous view-
- points were corrected. :



THE LOW EBB OF THE REVOLUTION AND THE
STRUGGLE TO RESTORE THE Mo\n:‘,;yuaN_:ri

After the end of 1931 the revolutlonary ag1tat10n in
Indochina reached a low ebb. The French imperialists
continued. repressiftg and terrorizing, with particular
coricentration on the Indochinese -Communist Party,
iinder the belief that the revolution. would be anii-
hitated only after its destriiction. Scores of thousands
of Party. members -and revolutionary’ cadres were
arrested, . killed,  jailed, or exiled,  Many. v111ages
havmg commumst cells or sheltermg commumst
cadres were burnt down. Any family . havmg connec:
tion with the communists was surroundeql and closely
watched. All disturbances were imputed to the com--
- munists- and mercilessly represaed and’ tefrorized.
Together with the policy of terrorism went'that' of
deceitfyl propaganda and’ démagogy:’ The “French
1mpenahs’cs encoliraged: the devélopment; of- rellgmus
organizations, - allowed ‘the founding of "« Buddkist
Assaciations »'in'North afid Central Viet' Nam; ‘whiich
- were put under the contrat and fnanagement of redc-

- tionary:mandarits. In additior to the religious books

and: those slandering -communistm : piiblished by ‘thé
 Githolic: Misslon, ai serlés oft books of: ‘superstltmﬂs:
- character... such::as::ibooks:ont ik physmgnemy », .
g «soothsaymg 5 «horoscopy s, wevil spivitd», «hyphot
- tisns, etc..,nwere’ published: ahd: widelycirentated, -
S The Frenehv 1mpeﬁriallsts even orgamze rbhe élreturh._




from France» of Emperor Baco Dai and put out noisy
propaganda for the Bao Dai so-called «reformed
programme ». At the same time they sowed depraved
customs and habits, built more gambling-houses, night
clubs, opium-dens, brothels, etc.., with a view to
corrupting our youth, and intensifying propaganda of
the decadent culture of the French bourgeoisie in our

country. :

The years of low ebb of the revolution were also
those of economic crisis which weighed heavily on the
Vietnamese people. Trade in all kinds of goods was
‘in stagnation, rice was unsaleable; meanwhile taxes
and State loans of all kinds were increasing. The
French imperialists squeezed hundreds of millions of
piastres out of Viet Nam to subsidize the French
‘monopolistic capitalists in the years of economic
crisis. Many peasants went bankrupt, land and fields
were cohcentrated in the big landlords’ hands. Scores
of thousands of workers were ' unemployed; the
already low wages decreased more and more. Many
civil-servarnts lost their jobs. Small traders, owners
of small industrial concerns and members of the
national bourgeoisie went bankrupt one after another.

. Facing this situation, the feudal landlord class had
to cling all the more to imperialism, being aware that
without imperialism. their interests could not be
safeguarded. The Vietnamese comprador-bourgeoisie
still co-operated with the imperialists to ask and beg
them for whatever they would give. As for the Viet-
- namese national bourgeoisie, though suffering heavy
handed ‘treatment they were bewildered, confused,
and ‘also; compromised with the imperialists. The
feudal landlord class and comprador-bourgeoisie put
forth -political : « theories » and deceitful « reformed
programme » to prajse the imperialists: and-embellish
their .domination, at the. same. time to: maintain or
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extend their own interests under any form. As for the
national bourgeoisie, they availed themselves of the
mass movement to beg for various reforms *. -
The petty-bourgeoisie was pessimistic, and had little
confidence in the revolution; a number of them
fostered an adventurous spirit or became supersti-
tious., During this period, in the cultural field, there
was some similarity in the attitude of the national
- bourgeoisie and that of the petty-bourgeoisie:  not
daring to struggle against the French imperialists in
the political and military fields, they struggled in the
cultural field against the feudal power. That is why
the humorous and satirical literature was developed
attacking in a negative manner the ludicrous and out-
of-date acts of the feudal landlord class (See the
weeklies Phong Hoa, Ngay Nay). Besides the humor-
ous literatiire was the development of the bourgeoisie
romantic literature (Tu Luc Van Doan, etc.)
*Though in a difficult situation, our Party always
believed in the future of the revolution. In 1932, the
Party put forth the Programme of action, recalling
the Party’s « Programme on the bourgeois democratic
revolution» in 1930, and three immediate practicai
requirements: o _
|l —~To demand democratic freedoms for the toiling
people, freedom of assembly, of organization, of
speech, of movement, and of going abroad. :
'~ .2-=To protest against the policy of terrorism and
reprisals  against political detainees, to . demand
immediate cancellation of the policy of repression and
death sentences, abolition of. the special criminal
Coaurt and military courts, etc.. o
3 ~~To demand cancellation of the monopoly of salt,
alcohol, opium, ete. : L

| *Sge. & The preparailon” fof the founding of the Parly; the ‘Party’s
reyolutionary: Programme»: above. - .. .~ - ..o Lt R
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