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«THIRTY YEARS OF STRUGGLE OF THE PARTY» was 
written in commemoration of the thirtieth anniversary of the 
founding of the Indochinese Communist Party, now the Viet 
Nam Lao Dong Party. ';':\ 'j '}("I ~.1 

The present English translation has been made from the Viet· 
namese text composed by the Central Committee of Propaganda 
of the Viet, Nam Lao Dong Party and the Committee lor the 
Study of the Party's History. 
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Our Pady came Into existence II.l early 1930 and Is 
just thlI·ty gears old now. Throuyh thlrtg l/ears of heroic 
struggle ow' Pal'lg led the Vietnamese working class and 
people to carry out the revolution with great success. ill 
August 19M, under the leadersillp of the Party, our entire 
people launched the gelleral Insurrection alld seized State 
power throughout the country, But French imperialists 
invaded our Country once more. 1'0 safeguard and develop 
the acllievemellt" of the August Revolution, our Pal'ly 
called for all all-out lony term Reslstallce war waged bq 
the whole people alld successfully ellded the staye of national 
people's democratic revolutloll in the North of OUI' country. 
Since Ihe restoration of peace. the Party has been leading 
the people to can'y out the socialist I'evolut/oll and bdld 
soclal/sm In the North. and at the Same time to st/'Uggle 
for national ulllfication and complel/on of the natiollal 
people'.~ democtatio revolution in the whole COU1l~l·Y. 

The victory of the Vietname,,. I'evolullollis the victory 
of Marxlsm-l"enlnlsm appl/ed to the p1'actlcal conditions 
of a colonial and semi-feudal countl'Y. 

Oil tbe occasloll of the thlrUeth anll/vusary of Ihe 
founding of the Party, lei us Ilirl1 Ihe glorious pages of 
the history of the Vietnamese working class alld people 
under the Party's leadership and review the expeI'ienceIJ 
of ihe· Vlelnamese revolution. Let us see how our Party 
has correctly combined the general truth of Marxlsm­
Lelllnism with Ihe realEties of Ihe Vietnamese revolul/ollio 
overcome all dlff/c,ltle" and obstacles, and to go fl'om one 
victory to another. Such all examillatioll will {Jive us still 
{Jreater conf/dellceln our people'sunbellding spiriland In' 
the clear-stghiM/eadership of OUI' Papty headed by 
President Ho CM'Mlnh andillspireourstru{J{Jle fOI'/the 
building of a peacefu/'unUl!'d~lndeM!l'lel1t, deinocrdtli!' 
pfro8perous~lld s/rOllg 'Viet Nam.:; 



FIRST PERIOD 

BIRTH OF THE INDOCHINESE COMMUNIST 
PARTY, THE PERIOD OF'ILLEGAL STRUGGLE 
OF THE PARTY AND THE AUGUST REVOLUTION 

(1930-1945) 



VIETNAMESESOClETV,UNDER FRENCH,l 
IMPERIALISTS' RULE'" ,," 

The birth of the Indochinese Communist Party, nOw 
the Viet Nam Lao Dong Party, was the result oithe 
combination of Marxism-LertihismWlth'!he working 
class movement and the struggle for national libera­
tion ,in Viet N am. The' founding onhe Panty in e'atly 
1930 was not accidental, but was determined by the 
historical conditions of Viet Nam. ' 

Viet Nam was invaded"by French colonialists in 
1858. The feudal, landiord class whose, represe.iItative 
was,the Nguyen dynastysurtehdered t(l'theenemy: 
The 1884 Treaty is obvious proof of 'this;- But tHe 
Vietnamese" people j sttu~gh;d ,f.'l\ndillinfMly, "lfi~'i11g 
against the: aggressors "and: thtitraltbts.:Only: by the 
end of' the' 19th'centurY,did French'colonialists 
succeed, in completing theirmachlrteryof' 'domlrtatlOrr 
in Viet N am. ' ", '. 

" ." Alter ~ndin~ the stage 01 ~rm~d aggression; Fr~nch 
monopol1s!sbegan to, e!,piOlt VIe! Nam, " " , 
';'til \heeconomlC'field. 'theycard~4 o,ut, a 'polio); .qf! 
heavy ,t~xes COURled With the setting upo! banll~to 
\e1]d moneY:\l,t interest and appropriatiOn of [a!1d, thllS. 
lrpp(werishipg i a ,gre-l\t, nU\11b~r ,0,1 : ,peAs;anishi~tW! 
%e~Fn,g,.lhrnljr~et o.t,~he~p LaQ<;l,Wl",·: ! ,.;!". ','"n"" 
·'~II19.,the; ihdustniaj, n~ld; ,telitil~;: alcolwl,'.:p'lIp-er,:'!!na,tph'l 
btick and tile ;8Itd:cemetl;t:factdtii:l$',1 elecilnld:'pewor 

. ~~~1;1!!. i~ll.tll~ pjant&,1 letS .... , wer,e,J~i),t 'Qoeoafterl1the 
~th~rtllll\JI~: ~~'I'W~mthy, i,1iI1a,h,hea;yyc ,mdllstr~i!Wllsnnot 

".: 



developed. Mining industry developed very slowly 
while monopolies for metallurgy, engineering, and 
the .key branches of heavy industry, were given to 
the • mother country'. Only some branches of light 
industry, not competing with those of the • mother· 
country' were developed to yield the Fren,ch capi­
talists the most profits. 

IllIi theCQlliImJtPpillJflehd,ll1iloIllo:polyi ,fur, both dm'ports 
and exports wllS, 'iJl,; FreHch, hands wrile Vietnamese 
capitalists played only a subsidiary role. Customs 
duties built a tariff wall around Indochina turning 
Viet I)JaJ1li C~l)IPodia, and, Laos Jntotheit ,private 
mllr~~ts",~s,a,r,~s\\lt. gop,c1;Sfrpm France were sold in 
I.nd9~nina,ptr! hJgh, priqeS! ,~arning them" colonial 
s]lp,~rrpro~tS""" ',n, ':1:.' ;,,',,' '''' , 
:!In"the "agrlcultural,field,.leud,a'l, forms ofexploUa' 

lion werekep! up and encouraged" and thepolicybf 
settlement carried .ouk As, much "~as '0ne'sixth of 
cljltiYated land inVie! Nam, was appropriated by the 
rl'el)chJo, set up ,plantation~'\Im)er ind,ustrial orr.ice 
crqi>~., ,j\.l)ul1)qer, 9ff;ren~l! ,ca,.pi~ali,sts l>e~ame p.la;ntefs 
l\t,th~",,s;aitJeJilliIe.,,, , ' i ;oj" " ,;, " 

I,~,the,p',oml\ll/,\!I\e~d, !tlw.,,\am~ Vi~~.Nl!m.~a~ wipecl 
o.ltth~ l)Ia.(r pfJhe W9r].!"~np:th~':p.ol,lcY'Qt drI'lldea.n,d 
(1)le: ('W!l§, ,~ar,rj.ed,o:ut, ,~i\'stematically,.j! Viet, N am WIIS 
4,iy,!,deq, ,il1l:to, thr,e~" pads"with! dlffe,rent,political 
regimes: South Viet Nam was a colony, ,Central Viet 
\'ia,1IiI '8 prqte,ctora\eanp N(,)(t~Viet INam"ll ~~mi'Plo· 
teClorate ahd .~e)fii-colohi;,.t?iscor.d w~~sown IImililg 
the people of Viet Nam, C'am/lodia and Laos., and 
betw~en'nlino\,IWiindml\jorifynatiol'J'arrrthls "in e\!ch 
of'thesecountries, lri VlefN.aln' as weH ~s in Cambodia 
11M' !"~os,the.who'le.ad.ministrative.rnHitat}'.~iid 
te'chOlcalmachme'ry wiHhn Ftench hltnOS',' ''i'he Vle~· 
namese· feudalland'1'6'ttH!I~ss' 'onry ~layetll the·']\,att "elf 
pltPpeliS;1 wP111\lngi,asi Ithe! 'Diller's; h~rlchrherililfhe; !otl\er 
ol.as~ had,flo politic'ahrigl!ts ,\\\ha.~e"epj i I h" I hi'i(l 
"d~n'l aJ'wordptIilIi IJ,IIhl!>1.1! 'progi1tmme; b'f (!J(~ltMt~j!l6'i1IIW 

.1ll.r!lnth 1tIll4'4fldl l~!st io\1'Viie'ti; N1ramllill!Ye'i1~f~t tttrtlllnit1He> 

~ 



country into a market and a source of supply bfraw 
materials for the . • mother. country '. Vietnamese 
feudal SQciety was transformed' fntd aealonial an'd' 
semi,feudal society while' iClasstelationS'" also 
underwent chal'l·ges.. ' .'. " '. , ..• 

The Vietnamese feudal' landlord class 'Worked hand 
in glove' with the imperialists to' ltIaint~ld rts 'selfish 
interests. ·F.rench imperialists leatit"on'IHo opp\'ess 
andel'ploitthe Vietnamese people. Ft6nHh'e 'class 

. viewpoint, the landlord ·dass wasthetlbjec!' of the 
Vietnamese revolution,S'ut' when the'sptlarhead'6'f'the 
revolution was mainly· directed at the9Pptessive'ljnd 
aggre&SiV6 imp.erial/sts,· in· the·landlord ell/ss t\:lere 
were also a number. of persons who stqodtijlagainst 
French-rule, most ,oithem small landlords; "inl'e'lIec' 
tuals and students 'of landlord stock. Bu! they coUld 
nat.representthe whole landlord class. ;0"" 

The Vietnamese bourgeOisie took root right 'in the 
heart of, the feud·al· society. 'Since French"invil'siGOt!l"of 
Viet Nam, this class gra'dually took shape· IIlId 
developed, but due to Fren01;J."rippresSii>ri'·lt bec;!ime' a' 
dassonly,dUoring and after World'Wiar, LBbrl')in'B' 
c<:lloni-al . and. ,semhfeuda;l '$o~iety; the' ,"Vietnamese' 
bourge(}iSoie developed.,t\>. some .extentthen 'split ;into, 
two P\lr,~&.: cOfl1pradQ~·ho,Wgeojl!iE\,all(;l,natiolla~.bour. 
g.e.qi~i~ .. ,T\\f Vietn<\ID·ese i1<WJ).p,radm·bQ\\rgeQisie lOr. 
d\lP.~Q,.~ig. ,~ap.lt~lists w\1o~E!( interl'lais'jlwere c\lj)sIlIOl; 
con,\)e<;teqlwithth(l&~;Qf the imp,erialis,ts·., lheywofked 
a~ ,tjIe"lmp:erialists.' sole, agents bUIYtllg ,loclll. produGl;$, 
and,sE\lIing· malluiaqtufe<il good&' lllr them, ilwlIst!:ng. 
mon~y in, thei:rilld.\I,&trillil, and.' cQmmef,dal,ellterprJ.&es 
or b\1ilcting big, Pfojecftsfon ,the QololI~a1ista .. Ulle Hie; 
feudal landlord, eIas.51 ,the cwn,pradQf·bourgeois~e w;as: 
an ,anthrev.qlutionaiFY fo~c.e, i'n, Ol;\r. ~ountrM.· .j' ",;,: 'I', 
'; The, Vietnamese, national bourgeoisie, 'domposed0f 
middlE~'sized .. capitalists whose ,numher'aml, ecoll0mi'c; 
foneewere·srnaH; due. til) theoppres&iOt\<:all~ Ives,trio" 
tions' of -tIte,Fnelloh, limpeuialists ,and: aile: ,ftucllalis<ts,i 
was unable to withstand ,illlllei'iai<ist'competitioris'1I'hle' 



national bourgeoisie's interests were in contradiction 
to.,th0$e: of. the imp.enialistsand the feudalists. At the 
~arne' time they had eC0nomic relations with them to 
a .c,ertain eQ(tent (the .majority of the national. bour· 
geoisie were merchants selling goods for the 
iU1perill\ists,and a number pfthem weTe lahdlordSi at 
the; ,sam~i Hille)· and ,waxed rich by iexploiting the 
working cl;ass. rherelQre. the national bourgeoisie had. 
a twQ·:;Jclednature; qn the,one hand they wereaglaillst 
the imller;ja.jjsts, and the' feudalists, approving. of 
na~i0inaLL~dllpend.ence anddemocratie . freedoms, but 
on ,the other, their attitude was unstable, wayering 
andihesitant. When the imperialists were strong they: 
ellsily.,compromised and. arlvo,cated ' reforms"but 
tended, "towards Jhe revolutionary. mass ,movement 
wh~n. ~t.was,on the upsurge; .For this rellS(lm the 
national bourgeoisie wuld ,not lead the ,Vietnamese 
r~volution, , . I' :. 

, The. Vletnatnese peasantry' embrlicM almost ,gO per' 
cent oUhe population and was very heavily.oppressed 
and exploited ,by the ,imperiallsts: and the Jel!lUl/lists 
(heAVY "taxes" high landren!. wnd interest;corvees, 
bea,tings, :Iand"grabbing fromdhem" etc ... ). inconse· 
queJilce. the 'peasants. :w~re rapidly irhpo¥erished. ' •. 

Thc!lse who became 'bankrupt\verei driyen ,olih)! the 
clilUntrysidej'nto the factories, mines, aridplanlati'ons, 
and 'becamtv'workers. 'Otlters:had toi :go' as'1l1boll'tets. 
to'the New;j\febride$'0r'NewCaledorri~. iOthH~Were 
unemployed'a'nd' 'led a very miserable·llfe."l"ltcisewhd 
were'still able t6clingto their'rice·fieldswerecon· 
tinuallythrelttened by theimperialists,thefeudalists 
BAd natural cai]!amities," Short of :]and, the peasants; 
firWof·.:'all the poor and landless 'peasants,vety' 
energeticaUy,opposeil the imperialists 'and tile ,felida' 
liSits, <Ilhe diberathmwars 'in Vietnamese history tip 
tOl!this, ·t!me" were, , in essence, peasant,wars~ In: the' 
na. tionwl Ipeople's, democrati.crevolution, the peasaAta 
wep.e' tliIe,.];j,iggest! ,force 'of. ~he!re",ohltion and ,the mosl' 
relliable ,ally oft,the Workingclassl ! ",! !, , " . 

1:41 



,.:r\le Vi~tnam~\l' petty.bQurgeQisieincluaed people 
of: ,<\UfeJ,ept;;; ~atks 01 life :qraltsmen,petty: and 
itiper~nt tr:aders, ,srnail tr.aders,. ,owners of ; small 
il)dustriat'<';aPaems; civil servants,' intellectuals and 
students. Although their living standards. were m9re 
or. lessqilferent·.lrom .each· other,.·their .life 'was · .. in 
g!\neral ul;lstable,8pd" alwaysthreatenedJ!lY bankrup.ti4 
~y an.d; Ul1employ(I1ent .. They usually waverecj.wilh 
the IIp.Sllrg~ ,or :eb'b of the revolutionary .moveroenti 
b.ut generally . speaking. they .. very. enthusiasticaHy 
took part in the rev.olutlqn. They were: animpor,(ani: 
force of the revolution and the re\iableailly ·of ·.the 

w,.r¥~~~~f!:~:\.w~.e . :~Qfldng c1as~'/~anie j'nta 'Q~~ng 
with·.\he.deve\o·pment .of Frel;lch~apitalism in Y;iet 
~Am: :AJler' World Wa\"l, with t/leRrenc/l i(I1perial­
i~t~' .POlicy. pI.' ipCff.asedsololli;11 expJoi,tation '; .the 
V,!et.nain~se 'for~u;\g ,class"f\tlveJopell.,fa\rhy quickly: 
all4 .sQon· became an. imPortant .s<;lci<lLfofce .. \fhe 
wqrRing. dass; .were. toilipg .. p,eop\e;w\tl)n@mea·nsof. 
Ilf~d .. lJ<';.~i.:Op. '.' h.avi~it. '}p. se.lj,th.~ir'.J!lpp\lrpo. wer to live 
~lI~I:~i~'t\g eXB)1I!~eq4y (I1eat1~.ol the: 'W~ge$ ·sy&te!JI.' 
!~~Yq w.?,r!i)rp,lp, !~~tO~I~S' .and 1,lved, jn, 'the.~own$ and: 
m?H~ff\al!,~re,~~ .. Th~y~epres~nted the, rnost progress-' 
iYniRfp,\l~~tiye.fQr:q~ ()f,the.spci~ty . .fpx!~~eSllrells0ns, 
t~e, ,wor,k111g ~la~s, ,was . th~ .1l10at .• revo.ll1tlomlrY force: 
\l(Ms~PQ~i,Hcalc.onscipusness, org.anjz;atjonal,abiUty,; 
dlsdpHiieand creativeness were higherthan,tho$~.o.f 
other classes. Besides the above-mentioned qualities 
common. to the international working class, the Viet­
namese working class had the following character­
istics: born in a colonial and semi-feudal country, the 
Vietnamese working class had to endure a threefold 
oppression and was heavily exploited by the imperial­
ists, the feudalists and the national bourgeoisie. 
Therefore, to liberate. itself, it had to fight for the 
emancipation of the whole nation .from all oppression 
and exploitation. Within the Vietnamese working 
class there was no section of reformist aristocratic 

; 



workers' c6mpromlsingwlth the bourg~dI8i\!. 'hsl'llood 
ties' with the peasantry provided it 'with' f'avoutable 
conditions, to' realize the wO'rker-peasa'nt alliance. 
From outside; It wasnof under the inftuence '61 the 
reformist Ideology of the Second InternationaL' On 
thecontrary"beillg' under' the powerful Infiuenl:e of 
the' Communists' andworkenl",movements' in the' 
world,' especially the inftuen'ce i:iftlle'Rlissian Od6ber 
ReVlliution,. and 01, socialist· c611sttuctionin the 
0.S.S;\t 'al1dthat of 'the French and 'Chinese workers' 
movements,' they so~n succeeded iit assimilating 
Mdrk!sm~tenlnlgm.' " " " '" 

Owing t,o the aoove·mentioned characteristicst'/le 
Vietn'ame~,e • ~~rking' ',dasstMUlth 's,dian' In huri\~~r" 
soon became'th!'!, leaditjg force dt the revolution. ' 
'0I1'theba,5i~'oftheabove' aiialysis .df thes,ftuat!Qr1 

in'VietNam'prlor. t6, th~fi:Ju'~<lin!r. cil,thePartY,.)t cap 
be seen that tlie Vietnllmese soc/et:t'had two 'basIC 
coi1tradictiotis ~the c()hfr~tllction between. the "Viet­
namese Iiatilni[ litliq' oppressjVe imperialism 8JIdtliat 
between the 'broll~'irI'ass7,$. (ma'in!¥ 'tHe .ee'as'~:rl.t'sr ~t14 
thefetldallttl1'dlord class. 'The Vletn'l).rt1ese. ~evoli1trOjl 
hlld' to solve 'lh.ese 'twoicbhtt~d'lctlqns! 'otp:etW(s~' ,~H~. 
V1etrtameses,oclety could not.i1)0fdorwar,d~ 'J-II~t(jry' 
set theVlett!itln:Iese,?,prkln~ ~.lass tl\elas~:p!'Je'adiri~; 
tlte,' rev'oltitioiHn'Vlet' Nam In "artier ,tdsillve 't/]C$e 
~:~t~~il~~t:~J~~i?tJt> ,a~d' 'push, th~I' y:ie,\!t1~ri1~~i~' 

.' i ' , ! ~: t I '! . , • : '. " , _~' . -11 , ' "I; , . ~ ! i ,: • 
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PREPARATION FOR THE. FOUNDING OF THE 
PARTY - THE PARTY'S REVOLUTIONARY 

PROGRAMME 

From the day Viet Nam was first ruled by French 
imperialists to 1929, our people constantly roSe 
against the aggressors' and their henchmen: armed 
uprisingin South Viet Nam (l801-1868),the Royal­
ist movement (1885 -1895),the Yen The guer11la 
movement (1887 - 1913), the. Bai Say armed 
uprising (l885 - 1889),tlie' Dong Khlh Nghia Thuc 
movement (1907), the campaign against taxes in 
Central Viet Nam (1908), the Thai Nguyen' armed 
uprising (1917), the patriotic movement for Phan 
BoiChau's amnesty and Ph an Chu TriNH',s memorial, 
service (1925 -'-1926), andth,e Yen Bai armed upris'fng 
(1930). So many heroes sacrificed their lives for the 
country but the result was still ai failure. The main 
cause of this was that the Vietnamese revolution in 
that period was' not· yelled by a Marxist - Leninist 
party of the working :class. The revolutionary parties 
did !'lot as yet puL/orth: 8 .correct,political programme 
aimed at solving the ,twoabove,men.tioned »85il), 
~pntradlctions., ' ,':, ' '" , ' , :,. 

FaCing successive faHureS,.several Vietnamese 
patriots went abroad in sea'feh of'8 path for, national, 
li~eration, the right patbc1or, the revo.1u.tion.in Viet 
N8m. , . ' " ' ':", 

One o.UheSe .. patriots" GGlmra(ie 111 guyel) , Ai IQu(J)ci 
our beloved and respected President Ho Chi Mlnh\ was 

I,. 



the first to find this path. He went to Europe at the 
beginning of this century, prior to World War 1. Soon 
after his arrival in France the world-shaking October 
Socialist Revolution was successful. That great 
historical event opened the era of proletarian revolu­
tion in the imperialist countries; at the same time it 
also opened the revolutionary era in the colonies and 
semi-colonies. It inspired the working class and the 
oppressed peoples of the world with boundless confi­
dence in the prospect of their liberation. The October 
Revolution had a very strong influence on Comrade 
Nguyen Ai Quoc's political activity. It led him to the 
conclusion thaUo liberate his country he had to study 
Marxism-Leninism and to follow the Russian example. 

At Tours Congress in 1921, he took part in the 
founding of. the French Communis! Party and joined 
it because he reali~edclearly that only Marxism­
Leninism, only the Communist Party could liberate 
the oppressed peoples. He .thus became the first Viet­
namese .. Communist and began to struggle for .the 
founding of. a .Marxist-Leninistparty in Viet Nam. In 
the. newspapers I'Humanite, .La vie ouvriere, Corres­
pondance internationale .. and particularly, Le Paria 
of ,wbich he was the editor, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc 
courageously .denounced the crimes of imperialism 
and discussed the question of 'coloni-al revolution from· 
the Marxist,Leninist standpoint. Together with a 
number of revolutionary ,fighters., from other French 
colonies,heorganlred the' League of Colonfal 
Pedplesin Paris, His rev6ltitiOImry activity and his 
artiCles:,especfaHyhis' b06kProces de laColtJnisation 
Fran~aise encouraged the revolutionary tTIovement in 
thecounirY and enabled'miuny Vietnamese to get an 
understanding of Mlmdsti!W: 
.. In 1923','hewent ti1litli:e iS6\riet Union to att.end the 

TnternationaLCongressof Peasant Delegates, and the 
Pi<tthIPongressof.tlre', Commuriist Intemationalin 
Hi!24.1t ..• ;" "'.," . . 



In .December 1924, he returned to China. 1nl925 
he set up the Union of Oppcressed Asian .Peoples and 
established relations with. Tam Tam Xa, ·which. was 
at the time the revolutionary organization of'ViH­
namese residents in China,using it asa basis for .tile 
founding of the Viet N am Young Revolutionary 
Comrades Association. At the same time he organized 
the Communist league in the latter. to carryon the 
preparation for the establlshmenl of a genuine Com­
munist Party in Viet Nam. Training courses were 
opened in·the WhampoaMilitary Academy (Canton) 
for youths who came from Viet Nam to study. 
Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc was one of the lecturers 
at these courses. The magazine Youth, 'organ of the 
General Committee ·of the Viet Nam Young Revolu­
tionary Gomrades.Associ.ation, intro.duced .. to the 
Vietnamese workers. and people the rudimen,tsof 
Mandsm,Leninism.,.Num(lrous progressive m~gazines 
and .books .from Fra!lce a)1d China were then. saGretly 
distributed in Viet N am. The book The Re¥ollltionary 
Path .whichwaswritten by Comrade .Nguyen Ai Quoc 
and pu.blish~.d by the PrqPaganda Comrnittee.gf .tpe 
UnionO! Oppressed ,/\si3n. Peoples ,had. a,·great ejied 
on the· re¥oJutionary .. mg",emel1tin Viet .. l'!'a1jl1al1d in 
other Asi'am cou,ntries ... .FrelJc;h .' imperialists., tried, to 
hoodwink t'he peqpl,el)y all,:m,eans' .tp,,preV,eflt t\leIn 
frpm.hearing.o~ ,the; ~uss.ian.October ,Re",ol\\tion and 
the, ,$0. V.I.' at. U.' .. nio.n .. Oreat .. efforts ..... w. er~, rna4e '.to :ch.~9~ 
the influence of the French Communist movement, .the 
Chinese Revoll!tion, imdfhe Canton C'Qmmudefrom 
spreaalngto'~iet Nam:' But 'all thelr'schelil't\$ 'a'lid 
tricl{:swer,e lne.ffedive. The. propagaird'a;'wotk 'of the 
members of 'the :Vlet N!im') Y'i)lil1g 'Revolntloriary 
,comrades' Associ'atlO'l'l enabled;~he Viett1'8m"ese; 'peop'Ie 
ttl 'geta. clear understanding',o'fthe,wo'rld; ,revolu­
tionar'YL' \mQvemellt: 3n'<!I gaintnore ieimfi<!iell1ce' .and 
enthusiasm in the future 0/.:th'e1Iialtort;,,:/I : : ,,))i, 

,por the :first time,. Mal1idst>o1,entnl~:t'.vfewpoint~; of 
class .$~Fug.glel· thc·,rolc/of. ,the 'People . hili liistory,' :ete.:. 



were disseminated in Viet Nam. Despite its wrong 
policy • national revolution first, international revo· 
lution after' it was this revolutionary organization 
which was the first in our country to popularize 
Marxism·Leninism among the masses of Vietnamese 
people. Thanks to this propaganda, a Communist 
group took shape in this organization. The first 
followers of Marxism in Viet Nam began to be armed 
ideologically in order to clearly see the true revolu· 
tionary path and the flattering and deceitful reformist 
theories of the imperialists and their henchmen, and 
at the same time to defeat the tendencies of national 
reforms and chauvinism of the national bourgeoisie 
and petty·bourgeoisie. 

In December 1927, the workers in Canton (China) 
rose to seize power and set up the Canton Commune 
for three days. In spite of its failure, the Canton Com· 
mune had a very strong e·/fect on the working class 
and People In the colonial and semi·colonial countries. 
Its' influence spread to our country and powerfuliy 
inspired our working class to struggle. In this 
situation, the Viet Nam Young Revolutionary 
Comrades Association developed quickly, and became 
the most influential revolutionary organization in 
Vie! Nam,while the Viet Nam Nationalist Party and 
Viet Nam youth's Highest Aspiration Party which 
were political organizations,with bourgeois tendencies 
gradually lost influence among the masses of people; 
. Wherever the VietNam Young Revolutionary 

Comrades Ass.ociation spread, Mar-xism·Leninistn 
was disseminated among the masses. But propaganda 
of. Marxism·Leninism only, without the struggle of 
the ;workers and toilil\g people in the country to. serve 
asa soci/llbasis, for that ideology; could not give birth 
to ,a Comrnul\ist party nor could this propaganda:.be 
deeply and widely sprelld. 
,j The Vietnamese working class becamemc!lre 

mature,'and the workers:', movement ofstrugg,le was 



increasingly stronger. Many members of the Viet 
N am' Young Revolutionary Comrades Association 
took up work in factories, mines and plantations to 
popularize .Marxism-Leninism and lead the workers 
in' their struggles. Thanks to this, the workers' class 
consciousness was further heightened. First cells of 
the Association in industrial enterprises were set up 
and, coupled with. them there were trade unions and 
workers' mutual aid organisations. Workers' struggles 
broke out in economic centres all over the country; 
One after the other, workers of the Cement plant 
(Haiphong), Textile plant (Nam Dinh), Aviat repair 
workshops (Hanoi) Truong Thi Railway workshops 
(Vinh), Ba Son factory (Saigon), Phu Rleng plan­
tation (Nam Bo), etc ... , went on strike to claim 
improvement in living conditions: more wages, a 
shorter working day, abolition of beatings and 
fines, etc . 
. The struggle between the working class and French 

imperialists grew fierce. Workers in many factories 
began to co-ordinate their struggles. Coupled with 
the workers' strike movement were the peasants' 
~truggles. in some localities. Secret police, country 
constabulary and armed forces were used by the 
imperialists to repress the mass movement. 
. This situation demanded a Communist Party .to 
guide the revolutionary movement of the working 
class and of the people in general. . 
. ' By the end of 1928 and in the early half of 1929, 
there was a campaign for the founding of a Com­

. munistParty in Indochina in the Viet Nam Young 
Revolutionary Comrades Association in North' Viet­
Nam. On hearing news of the.convening ofa national 
QlilUgress by the GeneraLCommittee of this Association 
abroad, the Communists in the Association in North 
Mie! Nam and northern part of Central Viet Nam 
actively discussed the question 0f dissolving the Viet 
Nam Young Revolutionary Comrades Assooiation,to 
fotmally establish II ,Communist .Party In Indochina, 
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In many meetings of the Association at all levels, 
their, ,proposal met with complete success. In 
January 1.929. following the Preparatory Meeting of 
the National Congress of the VietNam Young Revo: 
lutionary Comrades Association,in North Viet Nam; 
a Communist group (i)f ,seVen persons ~ among them 
Ngo Gia Tu, Nguyen Due Canh, Nguyen PhongSac, 
f)"Y, Ngoc ,Du, Trj~h Dinh Cuu, ,etc. .- was, set up to 
gUide the campaIgn for the foundmg of the Com' 
munist Party. Why was this campaign begun first in 
North Viet Nam? Because oftwo reasons: first, North 
Viet Nam was the place where the working ,class was 
most concentrated, consequently the Communists in 
the, VietNam Young Revo!utionary Comrades Asso­
ciation 'in the North' were the first to realize the 
neceS'sity for an independent revolutionary party of 
the working class to lead the revolution in Indochina. 
Second: the powerful influence of the Chinese Com­
munist movement spread.'to:NorthViet Nam, and the 
Vi,etnamese Communists in' the North saw clearly the 
urgency for, the founding of; a Communist Party in 
l,ndochina. ' ' 

On May'!, 1929,a:fthe Nationa'! Gongressiofthe 
Viet Nam:Young Revolutionary Comrades'Associa­
tion held in' Hong' Kong, the delegation of North' Viet 
Nam proposed' theclissolution 'of this organization in 
order'to sefupthe'Iwdocninese Communist Party., In 
this delegation were 'Comrlldes Ngo' ma Tu, Quoe 
Ann', and, '0thers. The; proposal' was rejected,; by, the 
maj6rity,and,the'ldelegation of North Vi,e! Nam left 
the"Qmgresslind neturnedlluome., ,In' June 1929, ,the 
Indochinese Communist Rarty' was" fo'rmally, founded 
Imd,;its, ,Manifesto .distnibuted, amongthepeo.ple., The 
fil\$t, memhers.; bf,. the' :Indochinese: CommunisL Party 
~enl'Gamm.\llnis.ts Wiho,~ere memherslof the. Viet Nam 
;Yaung' Revolutionary ;Comrades' \Association' dn'Nonth 
Nilet Nam\dnispcite iD£ itspoLitic8il 'ana organizational 
shortcomings;, the: birth> of" ~hel" !Indochinese; 0001-
muhb~! .iIl'a~tyf) met.· the,ud'em'a'nd ,ofithe· objective 
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situation and the aspirations of the worker-masses. 
That is why, following the issue of the Manifesto of 
the Indochinese Communist Party the best members 
of the Viet Nam Young Revolutionary Comrades. 
Association enthusiastically joined it. The Hammer 
and Sickle, central organ of the Party, and the ~ed 
Trade Union magazine, central organ of the Trade 
unions, were pubJishedand widely.distributed among 
the masses. . 

Facing the ever expanding influence of the Indo­
chinese Communist Party, the General Committee"of 
the I Viet Nam Young Revolutionary Comrades Asso­
ciation' decided to re-organizewhat remained (most 
of it was in South Viet Nam) into the Annamese 
Communist Party. 

Nor could the New VIit Revolutionary Party in 
Central and South Viet Nam maintain its former 
organization. It re-orga.nized itself Into tlie Indo-
chinese Communist Federation. . . 

Thus In.\929. three CommunlsLorganizationscame 
into. being in. Viet N am,; all claimirig .to ,be. gen4in¢ 
political parties of, the .Wor'king . class' and trying by 
al,1 means to wiritlierecogn'ltion o'fthe Communist 
International. In their acfivlty,propagiinoa and 
admittance of new members, these first three Com­
mUriist organizations' indulged in invedtive against 
each other and disputed for influenc'e' among the 
masses.· It" is noteworthy; l1o;wever; ,that all. th,ree 
organizations did their best to penehate the industria,! 
enterprises to agitate among the workers. At the 
time, there was a proletarianization movement in the 
Communist organizaticJns 'in Vi~t Nam. Numerous 

. Party member.s. who .. were iritellectualsQr students of 
petty-bourgeois'stock took up, work ,111dactories, mines 
Of plantations to~gitate,among fh,emasses arid at 
the same thneto.'steef arid iemperthemse!ves. . 
.:.Conf·fopteg,w.ith" jh,is, sltu.ailon", .,the ,Communist 
International sent a lettel' to the Communists·An 



Indochina pOinting out the necessity of ending divi­
sion and sedarianism and of fusing into a united 
Communist Party_ To implement the instructions of 
the Comtnunist International,' Comrade Nguyen Ai 
Quoe wenHo Hong KO)lg to convene the delegates of 
the CommunisLorganizations in Indochina to discuss 
the question of. unification of the Party. On January 6, 
.1930, the Unification Meeting presided over by 
Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc was held in Hong Kong. 
Present. at the meeting were delegates of the Indo­
chineseCommunist Party and Annamese Communist 
.Party. The Indochina <;:ommu)list Federation did not 
/1ave time to s,end, their delegates to the meeting '. 
After hearing the reports of the delegates and study­
ing the policy of the Communist. International, the 
mee(il)g ~ricitized ,narrow-miqde?ness and discord 
and unaQlmously approved the untfication of all three 
<;:,Qmmu)list organizations in the country into one 
orga'nization named the Viet fllllm ComlllunistParty. 
i\t the sa111e time t\le ,meeting adopted the political 
jJro({ramtne, strat~~y,and~\1ottened xules ,of the 
R~rty,o,f tp,1}ndQ.cb:i~~Apti;itnperialist AI1i~~ce.at,1d 
ot~er ,'TIi\s~-qrg!\ntz~tlqns!, ~ltl1o~gh, they\Vere, ,still 
rUclim~ntllry"tjle~e d()c\1p;t,~nts. )aJd ,clown ,aba~lcally 
correct, \i\1,e ,for t/1e Vie\Q81l11lSe reyolution, thatis 
bourgeoisdemocrl\tic ;)1evoJution "il,edby the ,Viet­
name,se·" -worl>ing" class; . aimed,- at. overthrowing 
imperialistn dand, feudailism, and· ,securing national 
independence ana f'reed0m. • ' , 
:J', ':',' 

'-,-~'r I,.,,). '_'" ' 

,~,At !t~" J,~e .9~; !he hol4\ntJ _ O~i :th~. t?~,I:ft:C(ltJ~~ ,~eetlngl th~re w~re. in 
aU 211 Vletn(lmese C()mmutlists ranged as f9110\ll8: . 

\ Indc)chlne'se Corfihiuntst -ipatfyl ;!;, •• : ..... jL. .. ~;., ,85, ' : " 
, ,: Anit8fQeSe, , iCommu,nls,t:-.: \Padel1aUQn: ,(I.' ••• '".' .J".'" ".: ",~l~, : I ' 

" \~~ocbl,n.~., ,Crmnmql.! "li"~'f~tlq~", ','" .. ,..:... 1,1"" 
¥'I'etnam,ese cO~'?i~~ls'~~_:",t:ry fil~n!li~~~gja~d; ,~~,r~i~d n:-z~~h I:: '. ',:;, 

';THI~Agu"',.how.lb.' 't(>",a.' ~\p~ 10" lb. foulldlltll W th~Jvl.tit.ni" .. 
,¢~mmtinJ8t;;p.rty,,,,'1 , '; I) I'l! .!!l-~" it;:l;!; ~'!:l' ;) i 



The me.eting worked out the plan for the unification 
of the Communist organizations in Indochina into a 
single padyand elected the provisional Central 
Executive Committee to guide the whole Party. 

The meeting also decided on the development of 
mass;organizations such as Red Trade Unions, Red 
Peasants' Association, Communist Youth. Leaglle, 
Liberated Women's Association, Assistance Associa­
tion, Anti-imperialist. Alliance (the then National" 
United Front). 

The Unification Meeting was . tantamount to a 
Congress and had an extremely important political 
significance: it succeeded in unifying the working 
class' revolutionary forces, enabling the working class 
to have its own genuinely revolutionary party to 'Iead 
the Vietnamese .revolution to Victory. 

Like all Communist Parties the world over, the 
VietNam Communist Party was a new-type party of 
the working. class armed with Marxlsm'Leninism. It 
was the most advanced, most politically enlightened, 
and at the same time the highest organization of the 
Vietnamese working class, fully able to lead the other 
organizations of the Vietnamese working class and 
people. The Vietnamese Communist Party was,' in 
addition, an organization having 'close contact with 
the masses,. reg'ardingthe masses' interests as its only 
interests and drawing ,its strength from the masses. 
It. was a single-minded organization with united 
action, strict discipline and ,without sects. usi,n:g the 
method .of criticism and self. criticism to 9vercome its 
shortcomings and promote its strong points. 

After studying the. documents of the. Unification 
Meeting, the Communist InterI1ation'lIi irn'rned.iately 
santa letterwith·\mstructions· bothe' VietNam Com. 
murtlst:.Party amending.a number of ·points.in the 
\j')Ilel1and tasks. of.. the Vietnamese revolution' and with 
$t)ggt1$til'>O!$l abm;l,t; the /qu~stio.n "of 1 ich'anging the 
)illlrtylll: nam,elto :.IndO,Ghineae:Commt)nlst·/Party. 
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In Apri11930, Comrade Tran Phu' returned to 
Viet Nam. 

To- carry out the resolutions of the Communist 
International and to strengthen the leadership onhe 
seething revolutionary movement, the Central Com­
mittee held its lirst Session in October 1930 to discuss 
the Bourgeois Democratic Revolution in Viet Nam; 
the· immediate tasks of the Party and the question 

. of changing. the Party's name. 
The meeting adopted the Programme of the 

Bourgeois Democratic Revolution (that is the Poli­
tical Programme) drafted by Comrade Tran Phu, 
the first Secretary General of the Party. The 
Programme outlined the outstanding characteristics 
of the Indochinese situation at the time as foHows:' 
« Indochina is a colony whose economy is dependent 
on. the Imperialists and could not therefore develop 
independently. The class contradiction between the 
workers, peasants and suffering labouring elements 
<:in one side and the imperialists, feudalists and 
bourgeois on the other grows sharper; Owing to this 
feature, the nature of the Indochinese revolution is 
':Bourgeois . Democratic Revolution '. The tasks of 
this revolution are to, wipeout feudal remnants, to 
distribute land to thetillers,tooverthrowimperialism 
and to make Indochina completelyind,e;pendent.. Only 
by defeatilllg imperialism: can feudalism be wiped out 
and only by abolishingfeudcalism can Imperialism be 
overthrown. The main ·driving-powerofthe revolution 
is' theworkersandth<:!peasants: The' essential condi' 
tion that 'ensures the' success of the indochinese 
revolution. is:.a Communist Party having a correct 
political' fine, discip:l!ne,' olosecontaot·with the masses 
and' having matured through· .rev(J)·]utionary struggle; 
TIm; seizenatjonal'independence" anddistr.lbllte land 
to; the: tillers; :81.«'peasant,worker ·soviet powef.»·iffiust 
be: set;; UPI 'Once' power-Is I.won\· Indochina' wIU>.'p'ass 
over the :stagli!:0f· llapLtalist i deve.lopment1etc!) 'advan'<!!\ 
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straight to socialism thanks to the assistance of the 
proletarian dictatorship in the countries where 
proletarian revolution has been successful.» 

This is the .fundamental content of the October 1930 
Political Programme. It amended the Shortened 
Programme of the Unification Meeting passed on 
January 6, 1930. Like the Shortened Programme, the 
Political Programme is of great historical signifi­
cance. For the first time the working' class and. the 
Vietnamese people' had a relatively overall anti­
imperialist and anti-feudal revoh.ltionary programme. 
The Political Programme laid down the general line 
of the bourgeois democratic revolution in Viet Nam 
and henceforth gave light to the revolutionary 
agitation in our country. 

On the situation and immediate tasks of the Party, 
the Session assessed that the economic crisis in the 
world and in Viet Nam brought the Vietnamese 
masses to extreme misery; the' masses' struggle 
against imperialism and feudalism had developed 
into a deep and broad revolutionary movement which 
was more and more under the'inlluenceand leadership 
of the Communist Patty and divorced from 
I nationalist' influence. The Party's immediate political 
task was to gUide the. masses to oppose white terror­
ism, taxes and land rent,. capitalist Taylbrism, 
deceitIulreforms, imperialist wars, ,and to, support 
the Soviet Union. Struggle had tobewa~ecl;against 
adventurous, dare-.deviltendencies -and' rashness ... 

Following the Communist International1s ihStruc­
lions, the Session decldedi<'> change the Party's name 
to Indochinese Communist Party because "the Viet­
namese, Cambod,ianand Laotian' proletariat • have 
politically and. econeDmica.lty to be closely related Iii 
spi,teeD! their .dHlerenee 11'1" fanguage; 'customsand 
n8'ce~.. ):1. -' '\,;i'! ",; '" \ "'.'" 

'1'heSessional'so d~'cidiid': ~Thewhol~Partysl\ould 
take the resolutions of the Communist International 
and the Party's,.policy 8S .the !hasiciilocumenUor the 
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Party's internal re'organization, bolshevization of the 
Party, setting up of Xu * Executive Committees to 
lead the movement in each part of Viet Nam, increased 
admittance of workers dnto the Party, increased 
proportion of factory workers in the leading organs 
of the Party and, once the .Party's work goes smoothly 
the National Congress.ofParty Delegates should be 
held ». 

The:resolutions of the October 1930 Session of the 
Central· Committee had the important etIect of 
unifying and strengthening .the Party a step further. 

.1929,1930 were years when the class struggle and 
national struggle developed to such a point that all 
revolutionary and anti-revolutionary classes in Viet 
N am had to advance their political programmes to win 
over the masses. The Manifesto of the Indochinese 
Communist Party distributed in June 1929 succeeded 
inputting forth the main aspirations of the Vietnam­
ese working class and people. 

In 193(!), the Shortened Pnogramme .ofthe Unifi­
cation Meeting and the Politiclll Programme of the 
first Session ,of, ,theCentral,Committee 'mapped out 
the revolutionary line in Indochiira" and highli'ghted 
the .. aspirations of the working class and peoples in 
Indochina. These <important documents armed the 
Indochinese Communists· to oppose. the national 
revQ[utionary. programme, of the: national bourgeoisie 
and .petty.b0.urgeoisie, (Viet. Nam Nationalist Party; 
Viet Nam Independence· Party aria Viet Nam Youth's 
f/ighe$! Aspiration Party). At the same time they 
WEIre: the working elass'etIective ,weapons to smash 
to pieces the·deceptive reformist theories0i the 'feudal 
landlord .class· ,and: .cQmpr,aclor ,bourgeoisie ,(Pham 
Quynh!s theoJYQf :the, I<in~and the'reople ,are both 
masters:,jNguyen,Van,Vinh s,theor.yo Ii direct rule", 
the programme of Bui Quang Chieu's Constitution 
Pllrt;y. 1I\1!UN'gp "Dinhi Diern:~ :/l.G\yocacy: to come back 
;:.1.<;;','1 ., l~ i -:j;:'. ,;[:<) ,:!! '\ i";' 

;.~ 'Each'; ot· 'the 'three:iparJ!vcifiiVtet: Nam;,: Ndrith',' ~Ceritte ;arid South!." '.' 



to the 1884 Treaty) and to oppose the national 
reformism of the national bourgeoisie. (Vu Dinh Di's 
theory of autonomy and programme of industriali· 
zation of Indochina and the theory of 'Constitutional 
regime' of a number of deputies in Central Viet 
Nam, etc ... ). The Political Programme and the 
above·mentioned documents of our Party made an 
important contribution to the mapping out of the 
Party's line and policy in the strengthening of the 
Party's unity and also in the building and consoli· 
dation of the leadership of the Vietnamese working 
class. 

The newspaper Tlen Len (FOrward/. central organ 
of the Viet Nam Communist Party p ayed an impor· 
tant part in the propaganda and organization of the 
masses of people and in the struggle against the 
reactionary and erroneous political tendencies in 
1930-1931. 



THE 1930-1931 REVOLUTIONARY UPSURGE 
AND THENGHE TINHSOVIET 

Our Party was founded at the time when Indochina 
as well as the whole capitalist world had stepped into 
the period of gen('cral crisis (1929-1933). The Indo­
chinese people were leading an extremely hard life. 
Factory and office workers were thrown onto the 
pavement, those who were still at work found their 
wages cut. The peasants suffered from famine. Paddy 
was their only resource and its was sold at very low 
prices. They had, in addition, to pay high taxes 'and 
go on corvee. From 1929 to 1933 natural calamities 
often occurred in our country; droughts were followed 
by floods, increasing the riumberof ruined peasants, 
Numerous petty-bourgeois ,and.· national. bourgeois 
went bankrupt. The livelihood of peopl'eof all walks· of 
life was under constant menace. This was·the material 
basis of the revolutionary upsurge in 1930·19.31. 
However, correct leadership was essential. :M0bili­
zation of the masses into '8 broad vev0!utionary 
movement, took 'place 'under 'our Party's cor1'ect 
leadership ind930-1931, a deep and broad movement 
of struggle of the peasant-worker masses, clearly 
illustrating, the worker-p,easant alliance led by the 
working class. ' 

,On February,g, .1930, ,the Yen, B,aiarmeduprising 
broke. out under ,the leadership of the Viet :Natn 
Naticmaliilt Party. Soldiers in . garrison. aCYen Bal 
ros.e and 'shot at the"French coldiiialists;' Peasants at 
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Hung Hoa and Lam Thao (Phu Tho province) rose 
on February 10, 1930, and those at Vinh Bao (Hai 
Duong province) and Phu Duc (Thai Binh province) . 
on February 15, 1930, in support of the armed uprising 
of the soldiers at Yen Bai. Within a short time these 
uprisings were drowned in blood by the imperialists. 

Our Party immediately mobilized the masses of 
the people to oppose white terror, to demand the 
release of the insurgents and at the same time to 
advance economic slogans for an improvement of the 
people's livelihood. 

Opening the mass movement led by our Party in 
1930-\931 was the strike of 3,000 workers at the Phu 
Rieng plantation (February 1930) followed by that 
of 4,000 workers. at the Nam Dinh Textile plants 
(March,April 1930) and that of 400 workers at the 
Ben Thuy match factory and saw-mill (April 1930). 
The struggle gradually spread from the factories to 
the countryside and particularly from May 1, 1930, the 
hi~h tide of broad revolutionary struggle broke out 
at the· industrial enterprises in Hanoi, Haiphong, Nam 
Dinh,. Hongay, Vinh, Saigon, Cho Lon, etc ... , and rural 
ar.eas such as Thai Binh, Ha Nam (North Viet Nam), 
Nghe An, Ha Tinh, Quang Ngai (Central Viet Nam) 
GiaDinh, Cho Lon, Vinh Long, Sadec, Ben Tre, Thu 
Dau Mot and My Tho (South, Viet Nam). 

The surging movement ·of workers and peasants' 
struggle .. whichstartedin early 1930 temporarHy 
calmed down at the· end of 1931. (There were in 1930 
98 workers' .strikes and 400 peasants' demonstrations 
and in 1931 31 workers' strikes, and 135 peasants' 
demonstrations) . 

The peak of the movement of mass struggle In 
1930-1931 Was the Nghe - Tinh Soviet. 

On May ,1,(.1930,. under the leadership of the pro­
vincial 'Pa'rty Cointnittee cif· Nghe An/workers -at the 
TrUong rhl; Railway workshofs and Ben Thuy match 
f'ac!ory,.togethertwlth;,tens o· thousands of peasants 
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in the districts around Vinh town went on strike and 
demonstrated for increased wages, shorter working 
day, lower taxes, restitution of appropriated land, 
and against white terror. From then on the movement 
developed all over the two provinces of Nghe An and 
Ha Tinh. The movement was under the direct 
guidance of Comrades Nguyen'Phong Sac, Nguyen 
Duc Canh and Le Viet Thuat. 

In collusion with the feudal landlords, the French 
imperialists carried out an extremely barbarous po­
licy of terrorism. More troops were moved to stations 
throughout these two provinces. Arman forces and 
aircraft were used for the repreSSion of the demonsc 

tra.tions. Thousands of people were shot down during 
the struggle, tens of thousands of people arreste'dartd 
thousands of houses burnt down. . 

But under the Party's leadership, the N ghe'- Tirth 
people. did not flinch. When one man fell down, 
hundreds· of others rushed forward. By September 
1930, the imperialists' ruling machine in many 
cammunes and districts in the two Nghe An, Ha Tinh 
provinces disintegrated. In many localities canton 
heads and village mayors handed over their seals to 
the revolutionary cadres. In others, heads of districts 
took ta their heels. The Nghe An PrQvincial. Party 
Committee gave instructions for setting up of Soviets, 
a local form of revolutionary power of the workers 
and peasants. This power carried out democratic 
freedoms for the peoIlle, distributed .communal land 
to the peasants, encouraged the people to :'le'aTn 
Vietnamese "Script and fight bad customs,1 etc",,! . 

. 'Realizing thilt . the use .of arthed ·forcesa.lone cou'l~ 
not crush the fig~tlrig Spirit ofihe Vietnames,e people; 
the imperialistarrd' feudal Court implemented a ',tew 
policy: on the one hand, repreSSion and persecution 
Were .carried on,and"oh the'bther,treacherous ma­
noeuvres were used-to' ~reilk tlie movemerit. Leaning 
on the.landllords, .firstoL .all.- the. mand;lrins, and 



notables, they set up 'The Party of Men of Reason' 
\Mith'the object of 'fighting Communism and stirring 
up.hatred for the Soviet Union", digging a gap 
between the Party and the people, hoping that the 
Peoplewo,u]d turn away !.rom the Party. Althe s~me 
time orders were giveN to reactiollaries under reli­
gious cloaks 'towrite in newsp'apers, publish. books 
and do their utmost to carry out reactionary propa­
gallda among CAtholic masSes aiming at. sowing 
discord <l-mong us ill order to divide our force.s' ". 

Other tricks were used .to deceive the people: orga­
niz.ation of jYe110w ,Flag processions', Receiving of 
rallyillg. cards' to play on the minds afthe, .less 
determined people in an attempt to disintegrate the 
movement. ' , 

Reformist policies were also carried out to.undef­
mine the r,evolution : Relief to the, poor, celebration of 
sacrifices, ,for those who were shot. down during the 
<i1emonstratitms, ,cligging, ·of. canals" building, of 
dams" etc. 

"While the movement was thus fiercely assaulted, 
theNghe~ 'finh area was, hit by a grave famine . .The 
fighting spirit of the people fell ,gradually, The Pro' 
virrcial i P'arty Committee on the'one, sid,e launched 31 
moveinentagainst terrorism; and punishing, .the 
traitors, ,ami', on, the other, led the peasants to claim 
for,loanso.!, paddy from richfamiBes in order to cope 
with "immediate iamine, The,moViemenLentered, a 
lI1or~ oompliomedand more difficult period, N0.tonly 
halh.~t 'tb stand,upagainst Frenchimp,erialist~:and 
the· feud·irl G0U.pt. hut,alsoagaihst tr'~itorsarnong: :the 
PIWple" ~!1liJ~ll~ide'.tlle l? prty, ,~t,,thattln;Il(,·;the 
~9\1'1n)I~~eof; .Centra) ,Vi,eb N l\W P4t f.orth a!lil1c\>m~t 
~)()ga,n ,'i t(1 ,rOQ~ ,<;'I!t i Alf.:int,ellec,tu,~;\s, l;i<\l~lords aij,cl 
~L,i):'"'<'''',,'_:'''-j '};!, I'''''~-',)·r',.!·;:;, ,i!i;,j ');11' _,, __ ;) ,.}'I";' 

!~ f~ftce'lpt, '!r9,rP; haA~bill~ ,'?1:1 ,tJte }11~t _I~,m) )9:'WI~~n.8t;I~,~rty: ~~at, ~~~J; 

;~~Mt~~'~~s . n~ ,)Wr, , -',r~r,t\, ;B~- J l1f~ 'J qtf ~'_r8?~_;:,_ ,!i:" "W~Q_~ f, i~, i ~_~~~ "Ap 
'·~:excetPf.YM)A( Hie fn~w8t)apetl tror.wittd- tllbh15er ·2&,' 6ft: itbedehlber' .I!,!, If1afl 



f1Otables', aimed at· strengthening the .Party, but i,rt 
practice it brought about more diffi'Cu:lties.fortlre 
movement. 

The Party's Central Committee launched a nation­
wide movement of stru-ggle in co-ordination wi,th ,the 
Nghe'~ nnh movement, opposing white terror arid 
supportiNg Red Nghe - Tinh. At the same time it sent 
out illstructions on the question of purging the Party 
and the Peasants' Association. The Central Committee 
laid stress on the Party's class line in the countryside 
as follows: «To strengthen by all means the landless 
and' poor peasants because they are ,semi-proletarians 
iN thecol\nfryside: to unite with middle-peasal1ts 
because theY are 'for the time being a big revolution­
ary force and a labouring force which will,' together 
with th~ working elass, b\lil'dsocialism.6nc~ State­
power is in the workers'han·qs.Richpeasantsshol.ild 
not·bemembers of Red' Peasants: Associatibn:in 
P!lrticl,1lar members of the. :t;:xectitive COh1mitte~ .'of 
ttiis As·sociation. But the. Permanent BureilU, of. th~ 
C<i'ntr.al ,Committee disflp'pr<jlves' of. the, raisirig"p! Jtie 
question of .p\1rging the Reel ,Peasants: Asso9.ahon. 
H~h941d only speako! readjusting the Red ?e~sants: 
Associ~tiQ¥ iq Qon!orlj1 with .its principJ7s, Elll,pl,anll­
ti",¥sstio~~d.be given ,to r~c4. p~\lsallt~ tp,!cOlf~!.lf9,e 
t1J.em, tp .w,\thdra~ 0.1 th~ir, oWn .lreewitl !fromthlJ~~d 
P~a,~\Ilfts:Ass.oc18t\on ,and ·shdt,.to ,the mutu:<lf ,!lId 
teams *'», ',;. "'_' , >, _ _, "~:.1'!!i' 11 

The Central Committe.e's.'instrucJion~ cqr~ect,~d ,*~ 
.d~vilJ.ti\)[w.of.the. Ng~~'i7" 'Jiin~ Par,t¥Gotl\JiliIi~~~~!)nd 
re~ect~!l"th~ ~prtYrs.,cqr,r~l;t e1aSsline; in·.fi\\t:<lh~,rl)~~ 
Ln, ~))e ·bol)tg~oi$. <lemO(lrlltic.,r,~1l91lJJMpj1. Jjl,~~ides,!: the 

. Q~nt,r,ahCo;t!Iml.ttee g(lYI'< ip$tfl,l,ctiOI\S fOft.the .oqga:nH 
ZiI\·t!Qq pf,slllj"def enceunlts" to"de.fend,·, the •• tn!),Jl8.eS;rn 
'.v':k'tij'·i'}~ ";",~;,,,j ,jdj:: n/r ,';!~!"iJli'/!~ .t,od·'.Ilf'},'~, 

j.- .iE~cetp't2 ffotn{: thb" fejetttiili; Cbmmltlee!'-bUth'1ftu-cti'on's dn! :·,li>eY$'tttirilsi).t 
pi· ;~ed;:\'f'e~~tlt;~~~ 1, M89c~1~fl<?_n-sl), p*- ~!Ulilai..y'i ~9.1 .' '9a~ .. .' ') fi ">i '1" ,," 



their struggle. Therefore, from the Nghe-Tinh Soviet 
movement emerged the seed of the people's armed 
forces led by our Party. 

Nghe - Tinh Soviets could be set up in a number of 
localities only. Though there was co-ordinated 
struggle throughout the country it was not simulta­
neous and not strong enough. The enemy could still 
concentrate forces for the repression of the Nghe -
Tinh Soviet movement but this was not the only cause 
of the failure of the movement. It was also due to 
subjective and adventurous thinking, lack of a 
thofoughunderstanding of the policy of an Anti­
imperialist national united front and neglecting to 
carry out the strategy of 'more friends and Jess foes'; 
and when then movement was at a low ebb, 
«a w.1thdrawal in good order was. not effected ». 

However, Nghe - Tinh Soviet had a very important 
historical significance: It affirmed the leading role of 
the Indochinese Communist Party towards the Viet­
namese revolution. Indeed though new-borh, our 
Party was already fully able to launch abroad mass 
movement, and especially succeeded in mobilizing 
and teadirig th.e peasant masses. The heroic spiHt of 
the fighters of N ghe"':' Tinh Soviet further strengthened 
the tradition of undaunted struggle of the Vietnamese 
peo,(Jle. During and after the N ghe ~ Tlnh Soviet 
movement, although it suffered heavy losses, our Party 
was steeled and tempered in the fire of revolutionary 
struggle and accumulated experiences in seizing 
revolutionarypowet fodhe people. .; 

Whfl'e the Nghe- Tinh Soviet movement and, the 
l,evCllution!lry movement throughout the country met 
withlrtany dIfficulties,the Central Committee 
lieldits second session at Saigon in Ma'reh 193'[)The 
meeting ,had;' a8 'Itsuobjective the 'struggle; 'agalnst 
petty-hourgeois ideqlogy within the Party. forpropa. 
ganda.and education-ofMarxlsm·Leninism and 
working out of plans'for- the-consolidation of the 



movement. The session paid particular attention to 
the struggle against the following erroneous thoughts 
and viewpoints: 

- That the Party is the party of the toiling people 
as a whole, and not the party of the working class. 

- That the working class is divided into blue­
blouse workers and brown-blouse workers, saying 
that the former were technical workers with high 
wages, thus having no revolutionary spirit; and only 
the latter had revolutionary spirit as they were paid 
low wages and. suffered most. 

- The idea of ceasing to struggle in order to streng­
then the Party internally. 

Besides the criticism of the above-mentioned 
erroneous viewpoints, the session also laid emphasis 
upon the necessity of struggling againts «leftist» 
and rightist tendencies in the Party. Concerning 
« leftist» tendencies, the struggle was mainly directed 
against adventurous dare-devil tendencies, rashness 
and premature uprising. As for rightist tendencies, 
the main struggle was turned. against the idea of 
holding back the struggle of the masses or of tailing 
after the masses, etc. 

Following the winding up of the second session of 
the Central Committee, all the members of the 
Central Committee were arrested. Numerous Party­
members at all levels fell into enemy hands one after 
the other. The resolutions of the session, however, 
reached a number of localities, and erroneous view­
points were corrected. 
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THE LOW EBB OF THE REVOLUTION ANOrHE 
STRUGGLE TO RESTORE THE MOVEMENT, 

, , ' 
Alter the end of. 1931 the revolutionary agita;liiln i)1 

Indochina reached a low ebb. The French imperialists 
continued repressing and terrorizing, .withpartkular 
concentration on the Indochinese Communist Party. 
under the belief that the revolution, would, be anni, 
hilated only after its destruction.Scores of.thousand~ 
of Party, members and revolutionarycl\dres' w,ere 
arrested, killed, jailed, or exiled. ,Many villag'es 
having communist' ,cells or shelte,ring 'coniiUunist 
cadre,s Were btirntdown.Any family/taying,cqniJec, 
tl@n with the commu)1ists wassurrout:lde~ and closely 
watched. ,All disturba)1ces wereirnPuted tothecoqk 
munists and merCilessly repressed ahd' terrorized: 
Together' wrththepolicy M terrotismw,ent"tha;t of 
deceitft,ll propaganda and demag()gy;, " The'Fiench 
imperialists encouraged ,the development of reli'~16tis 
organizatlons,allowedthefoundirrg 'of« B'uddhist 
As~ociations »in' Nortl\and Cent raY Vief,Nnm;wlirch 
were put under the" corttrilland"managenl'e'ht (jf fMc: 
tio'rIai·y.nianil'atins,In'additiort tbthe rel'igious'bd&ks 
arid 'those, slandering communiSm 'pubH'Shed 'bY' tI\'~ 
Ca~holic Mission, aisevles' of'books<iif "supersHti0'iYs 
ciallracter, ,such; ,,;lIS,;, books:. on" ;'« ~hy~iogn0mY'A 
k< s,(!)otfisayingl>,' «'hi1ros~opy »,'(<JeViiIV spi1riMii,:" '«hypho' 
tlsm'»;" etc .. ,," wer,e ':pwb:J;ishedi, M1d' widely'Cireuli1itetll 
'Jih\) ,Ii'ueillehl impe,rhHists 'eveVl' ,organtzell~~Ire;..brett1'trt 



from France» of Emperor Bao Dai and put out noisy 
propaganda for the Bao Dai so-called «reformed 
programme ». At the same time they sowed depraved 
customs and habits, built more gambling-houses, night 
clubs, opium-dens, brothels, etc ... , with a view to 
corrupting our youth, and intensifying propaganda of 
the decadent culture of the French bourgeoisie in our 
country. 

The yeats of low ebb of the revolution were also 
those of economic crisis which weighed heavily on the 
Vietnamese people. Trade in all kinds of goods was 
in stagnation, rice was unsaleable; meanwhile taxes 
and State loans of all kinds were increasing. The 
French imperialists squeezed hundreds of millions of 
piastres out of Viet Nam to subsidize the French 
monopolistic capitalists in the years of economic 
crisis. Many peasants went bankrupt, land and fields 
were concentrated in the big landlords' hands. Scores 
of thousands of workers were unemployed; the 
already' low wages decreased more and more. Many 
Civil-servants lost their jobs. Small traders, owners 
of small' industrial concerns and members of the 
national bourgebisie went bankrupt one after another. 

Facing this situation, the feudal landlord class had 
to cling all the more to imperialism, being aware that 
~ithout imperialism, their interests could not be 
safeguarded. The Vietnamese comprador-bourgeolsie 
~W!.90-operated with the imperialists to ask and beg 
thell] for whatever they would give. As for the Viet­
n,amese national bourgeOisie, though sufferingheavy 
handed treatment they were beWildered, confused, 
and also, compromised with the imperialists. The 
feudal landlord class and comprador-bourgeoisie. put 
forth, political.« theories» and deceitful «reformed 
P;Fogramme », to praise the imperialists and embellish 
theirdornination, at the samectime to maintainor 



extend their own interests under any form. As for the 
national bourgeoisie, they availed themselves of the 
mass movement to beg for various reforms *. .. 

The petty·bourgeoisie was peSSimistic, and had little 
confidence in the revolution; a number of them 
fostered an adventurous spirit or became supersti· 
tious. During this period, in the cultural field, there 
was some similarity in the attitude of the national 
bourgeoisie and that of the petty·bourgeoisie:. not 
daring to struggle against the French imperialists in 
the political and military fields, they struggled in the 
cultural field against the feudal power. That is why 
the humorous and satirical literature was developed 
attacking in a negative manner the ludicrous and out· 
of·date acts of the feudal landlord class (See the 
weeklies Phong Hoa, Ngay Nay). Besides the humor· 
ous literature was the development of the bourgeoisie 
romantic literature (TuLuc Van Doan, etc.) 
"111ough in a difficult situation, our Party always 

believed in the future of the revolution. In 1932, the 
Party put forth the Programme of action, recalling 
the Party's «Programme on the bourgeois democratic 
revolution'» in 1930, and three immediate practical 
requirements: 

1 - To demand democratic freedoms for the toiling 
people, freedom of assembly, of organization, of 
speech, of movement, and of going· abroad; 

.2"::" To protest against the policy of terrorism and 
reprisals. against political detainees, to demand 
iI1Hnediate cancellation of the policy <;>1 repression and 
death sentences, abolitioti of. thespecin\criminal 
~ourLan~:military courts, etc. . . 
··3 - To demand cancellation of the monopoly of salt, 

alcohOl, opium, etc. . 

.. See', .Ii: The preparation,'-for the founding of the party. the -ParTy's 
revoluttonarY'.' Profitamme,. abov&. ' . 


