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Based .on these requirements, the Party’s Program-
me of action put forth itemized claims for workers,
peasants and -soldiers. It ‘was approved by the
Communist - [nternational in 1932. . : :

In 1931-1932, our ‘Party also waged the struggle
against erroneous political tendencies. First of all,
the 'struggle against the revolut1onary line of the
Viet Nam Natjonalist: Party- in the Hoa Lo. prison in
Hanoi (1931). The leaders of the. Viet Nam Nation-
alist Party. jailed there hitterly criticized our:Party’s .
revolutionary. line and opposed: the. « Programme on
the: national democratic revoliftion » of our Party. Our
comrades detained in the prisons of Hanoi and Poulo-
Condor, used illegal newspapers to contend with the
leaders-of the Viet Nam Nationalist Party and defend
the Party’s revolutionaryline and its miethods of
mob111zmg and leading the struggle of the masses to
win the practical daily rights leading to the insur-
rection to seize power. At the same time they brought
out ‘the efrors of the Viet. Nam Nationalist Party in
the doctrine of Three Peoples Principles, in the theory
of: « National existence », in the bourgeois democratic
: v1ewpo1nt etc. These. dlscussmns brought, victory for
the Party’s liné and policies, and won the agreement
--of many prisoners who. were not yet communists and
of ‘& nuthber of teft-wing ‘members of the Viet Nam
Nationalist Party. After tHese discussions the differen: - -
‘tiation within the- Viet Nam NatIOnallst Party. became' R
more clearly ‘evident. B

“'A’ ‘niumber of radlcal memhers of the _V1et N’a" -
Nationalist’ ‘Patty: paSSed over-to our side: ‘othe
becarné indctivé; resigned to their lot, while a nli;hi )
of reactionaries. worked m the seNice .0

In 1932-1933, a number of Party mem .
themse]vfes of the legal newspapers. o debate Mon
«rn;ﬂenahsm ‘or idealism», and. struggle agai
Phan Khm 8 1deology, a kind -of. defeatlst and: sham



less.-ideology: which denied the revolutionary poten-
tiality ~of the Vietnamese: peeple.” Though - limited
because it was confined in the framework of the legal
newspapers, this struggle won victory and exerfed
to some extent an effective influence for Marx1sm
among the population.”

In 11935,7a number-of the Party members opened
a:debate in the legal newspapers on the problem « art
for™ art’s sake or art:for life’s sake» in order to
straggle against the bourgeois viewpoint of ‘pure art
divorced from the masses. This polemic also exerted
a good -influence: among the mteliectuals and youth '
in the towns. . :

“These polemics: defeated the 1deas of comprom1se
and reformism; pessimistic and hopeless thinking,
and - the “political and -artistic ~wiew-points of* the
botrgeoisié. They -consolidated ‘the confidénce of
the - Party' members - and revolutionary masses- in-
Marxism-Leninism and in the only cdrrect revolu-
. tlonary line.

During the peroid of low ebb the" great part iof the
Party members’ were jailed, _but they never ceased
struggling.. In: the prisons they crganized: Party: cells
todisseminate the. Party's ‘ling; and: :policies, conti-
- nually-led the struggles for the improvement of their
living . conditions;: - 'conibined .. or ':-conmected - their
- struggle - with- the tevolutionary ‘movement of:the
masses on_ath'e"ou.tside,s.‘.a-nd'--‘p.r:otested against.. the
- French . imperialists’- ruthless: policy..-Moreover,. the -
Viethamese Communists.transformed: the prisens into

revolutionary schools.: It was thanks to. the coupses.of -

theoretical study; the discussions on-questions.of the - -
day,. onipolic¢ies; and the: educational. classey in. the

- prisons; that the communists ir jail :could raise. their

~own theoretical, - political: and: cultural ' level .and :
improve: themselves i order; 1o bec()me the Partys -
A visty later on:. 2 -

From:thesend, of- 1651 theufirst halfof 1932 the

f ___mass movement subslded”But érom ithe middle of




1932 onwards, it began to recover gradually. Workers’
struggles broke out again, first of ‘all in South Viet
Nam where workers in many enterprises went on
strike (those at the Testalin printing-house, the
women workers of the towel-mill, the rickshaw. men
in Saigon, the workers of the Daun Tieng planta-
tion, etc.}. Noteworthy was the demonstration against
famine of thousands of peasants flocking from Ha
Tien to Saigon in 1932. The struggle gradually
extended, including people of all walks of life:
workers, peasants, small traders, owners: of ‘small
industrial concerns and even national minorities in
the Western highlands (Central Viet Nam), in Cao
Bang and Lang Son provinces. The - movement
extended to Cambodia and Laos. The restoration of
the movement of the masses was due mainly to the
close link between the Party members and the masses,
-their care of the people’s livelihood, and - Party
leadership in the people’s struggle for daily rights
and interests. g , P

~From the end of 1932, after their return, the Party
members from abroad created the Party’s primary
organizations on the border areas of Indochina and
in the mass national minorities. Those in activity
outside the prisons together with those released from
prisons made full use of the legal and semi-legal
means, used the general forms of mass organization,
such. as the Associations for mutual -aid in case-of .
death or marriage, for rice-transplanting, harvest-
ing, roofing houses, football associations, reading-
raoms, etc., to re-create the Party’s.primary organi-
zations. However, a number of localities, instead- of
bringing into effect the above-mentioned tactic in the
period of low ebb, still used such forms as distribution
of leaflets, sticking up bills, hoisting red flags, thus
showing: their force, and creating for the enemy the
opportunity to repress and terrorize, so that ‘the
Party’s. primary organizations-newly restored. there,
- were destroyed once again. S
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During this period, a number of comrades knew

how to utilize the legal means to publish newspapers
and books, disseminate the Party’s policies, partici-
pate in the election of the Saigon Municipal Council,
and: winning victories, skilfully availing themselves
of the debate during the election to disseminate the
Party's minimum programme and educate the masses.
But it is to be regretted that some errors were com-
mitted. Some comrades, lacking principle, co-operated
with the Trotskyites who utilized this co-operation
to influence the masses and win over a number of our
sympathizers in South Viet Nam. Moreover, this to-
operation sowed confusion among the masses, so
that they could not see the sabotaging and anti-
revolutionary nature of the Trotskyites, could not
differentiate between the latter and the commumsts,
could not distinguish the true from the false. -
" The struggle to restore the movement in the yeafs
1932-1935 was mainly due to our Party’s and people’s
subjective effort, but it was also partly due to the
help of the Communist International, es ecially that
of the French and Chinese Communist Parties’

"The French Communists “strenuously struggled
against the French 1mper1allsts ‘blood-thirsty policy.
" Inthe Parliament, in the newspapers, everywhere, the
French Communists protested against the represston

“of -the revolution in Yen Bai, Nghe An -and Ha Tinh -~

provinces by the French: celonialists. The French
Cemiminist- Party also led the French workers and
- working people to combine . their struggle: with.the
Vietnamese - people. These: acts; imbued with :prole-
tarlan international splrlt encouraged the Vletnamese
people very-much.

During the years of low ebb the Chmese Coms.--

- munist - Party " always - followed - the = Vietnamese

revolntiom ‘and. strove. by -evefy::means to help the

Viethamese revolutionary ‘movemett : to-recover,, The

Jetter: sent' by:the’ Chinese- Communist-Party: 1o ‘the
_Indochinese Cammumst “Party:- m 1934 sa1d "«'For
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- many years the Chinese and Indochinese: Commuxiist
Parties have had close connection because of the
brotherly love 1n the strug:gle agamst the common
‘enemy »... :

In that'period, the Soviet Commumst Party tralned
many leading cadres for our ‘Party. Comrades' Le
Hong Phong, Ha Huy Tap and many others were
trained in the 'Soviet” Union; and théy returned to
China ‘and -France, seeking means 1o cortact" the
comrades at home to restore the- movement

Accordmg to the policy of ‘the _Commumst Inter-
national, in ‘early 1934, the Overseas Leading
Commitiee of the Indochmese Commiunist Party was

officially  founded "in Macao (China), headed by
Comrade Le Hong . Phong Its task was to unify the
Party's organization in the .country, train feadirig
cadres and’prepare for the first Congress of the Party.
It published the - Bolshevik to criticize. the errors and -
giide 'the mass moverment at home and practically.
. did the task of & Provnsmnal Central Executwe

Committee of the Party. " '

. The first Congress was . held from March 27 to
March 31, 1935, in Macao.. Ten comrades, representmg
the Partys organlzatlons in V1e.t Nam and Léos,
attended it. :
s The. Congressl adopted th@ iollow1ng hnes of aotlon.'

+~iTo ¢onsolidate amd' dévelop the Party, strength-

© en:itsi;forees :by +déveldping the: Party membership
- im ke entérprises, %planta'nons, “alorig the “comiruni:-
- cation Jires andlin thé .enemy’s army;. by:inoreaemg
the’ nurtibet: of i eliteuP»arty smembers innthe iParty’s

l

tole
i

. leading - organs . and: of Teserve., ¢adwe3f for *vthESe_

i Wm zover'blfoad mass

" _in thesenemy: tanks,tforoignf%rezsrdants, and:toibuild

gespe(‘ma’]ly to'ipay
atiﬁentnon to the mational: ’mlnorltles, ‘womeriyBoldiers -

*atid  onsol{late: the: Communist+ Yolith Association, -
--"_'Red 'I*rade Union, Red ?Péa’s'ants’f“fmssoc:latiori N’Réd_‘;_ n




Assistance and Self-Defence Unit ; to found the Anti-
. Imperialist Unified Front. To utilize all the legal and
semi-legal forms in our activity, '

3—To struggle against imperialist wars, to
support the Soviet Union and Soviet China. To make
our people consider these problems as those related
to their own rights and interests.

The Congress elected the Party Central Executive
Committee comprising nine comrades, among them
Comrades. Le Hong Phong, Ha Huy Tap, and Phung
Chi Kien.

The Party Congress in Macao as well as the acti- .
* vities of the Overseas Leading Committee succeeded
in unjfying the Party’s organizational system and the
Viet Nam revolutionary movement under the leader-
ship of the new Central Executive Committee. The
Congress resolutions brought confidence to the Party
members ‘and revolutionary masses in .the country, -
and prepared the conditions for the Indochinese
revolutionary movement to rise to a new, higher and
stronger stage.

. The shortcoming of the Congress was its failure to
clearly analyse the fascist danger all over the world,
the urgent task to safeguard world peace, struggle
against fascism, war and colonial reactionaries, and
urge ‘for democratic fréedoms, and improvement of
_livelitiood, etc. S
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THE PAR:I‘Y FO‘UNDED THE mpocmNESE”
DEMOCRATIC FRONT AGAINST, FASCISM' AND
* \WAR;, AGAINST .COLONIAL -RBACTIONARIES;
FOR'FREEDOM, FOOD,’ CLOTHES; _AND‘"P‘EMJE

S, (1936-1939) o

cedeg, oy -.:;? ByoTEe
R i .

oE ’lhé econipmic crisis in 1929 1933 and {he ’disif*eésed
. émi iont Tollowitlg it in the* capitz{hst conntries Made -
tHe" kfstlrfg contraqlfctmhb 'ift “the “¢dpitatist: §ystein
tdre eyt A rithiber of ifplertlist’ céunfﬁ*es Which
éould’ no lo’rfger aintain” thelf dor‘nm tion by the
: p‘ar'lj‘éggénfar “detodratic' régime st ablished’ Open.
. dictatdrship: o1’ ’tpé most” reéactionary, ‘chativitiist ‘dnd
érthlist'- dlermients Uof ' icapitalist fﬂnancie]rsf 'THey
a'i d at’ Higﬁ Randed1y représsing the revolutionarly
igvemptit i 1he ety itnfoading the hetryy wetght
of “the’ Erisisivor thé! workmg‘“people“é“éh@ﬁlﬂérg
- provokifig the war to 'l‘eﬁi,\fldé {he wofld harket, dind
atti«é[&"thé ‘Soyiét Union, vthe' citadelof  the’ | Wit
Y@lh*tidh“’[‘wd‘ toteds of ‘wat' beganft(b "e‘ kmdléﬂ
i Eﬁrdpé’ (@ei‘many‘)"aﬁd Asn# (Japdyr): 7 it oi b

rul?ﬁ thlS SItuahoqh ,Tuly‘r f?agf 1
| ““""E' ‘?‘mat*°"a1 ol the selgilh, EIP%E* i}ﬂ

;\% n\u 1880 utml A P
-.mums’t) r}wrm w%?l :

past:te.ihe-Gongress, the.Gor
sgssed, thaf theumost,dangerous:immediate gne
f the world’s people was not imperialism in general

the, Taseist. impgrialists s the, task of the interna:
. wwkmg class: was. fo umfy tT'lelr owmpamks
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and found a broad front with the other classes and
strata of people in order to struggle against fascism
~ and war. :

The Communist International’s resolution had a.
deep, wide and strong echo throughout the world.
Fascism developed, but the movement against fascism
and war was also rising. The Spanish Popular Front,
the, .Anti-Japanese Unifled, National Front in Chijna
and, particularly the French, Popular Front had. a
grédt influence ‘on Indochina. On* May ‘3, 1936, the
Erencl /Popalar. Front ‘won a ‘résounding ‘victory - in
the,ggzﬁral celections, in - France, and: aiterwards a
goveriifnent of the Popular Front came to power in
France. This event greatly ‘encouraged the peoples
in the French colonies. '

- .. In Indochina, it was.due to the consequences of the
economic, crisis and of the French imperialists’ policy
of repression: and. deceit that the.various strata of
people, including the national bourgeoisie and. the
democratic . prominent . personalities, . could  hardly
‘preathe, and hoped for necessary democratic.changes.
+ . In:this, situation, the. Central Committee. held &
- Session - in. July 1936, . convened . by . Comrade,Le
-Hong Phong. Basing. itself.on: the. resolution of the
~seventh Congress of the Communist International and
stanting ifrom the concrete,conditions of Viet Nam at
~ that time, the, Session. temporarily decided not to. put
forth. the slogans. ¢ To . defeat, French imperialists»
and, « Torequisition;the landlords’ land and distribute
. it to the peasantsi». It advocated the founding of;the -
‘broad- « Anti-Imperialist People’s Front»* « embra-
cing_all elagses, political parties and_ religious
'Uﬁgﬁﬂizaﬁ@ﬁ%f “and " nattonalities "'in Indpchitia; “{n
' ? der to- striuggle togethér for elementary denocratic
ightd's ' fresdom ' 8 dssocistion; ol orgatiization; iof
speech, of ' publication;- of "movemnent; and? of travel
i R L R LT R T T R AR T
Y AftetWare *u?-@TT Hangsd it ¥ The  1hlobhinksé  Demberatic:
nffled! Fronti s ¢l Js"t R AN A BT N S TR TR NI NE |
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abroad, general amnesty for political prlsoners, eight-
hour- work- -day, labour law for workers, enlargement
of economic and financial services, colonial councils.
Chambers of ‘People’s representatives; »* =

“The Session stressed : to. enable the Front to have
a broad mass basis, the forms of mass organization
must be changed to legal and semi-legal ‘ways; we
have to make full use of the legal and semi-legal
means to-educate -the masses, creating a strong
movement of struggle te gain democratic: rights, :

- While struggling: legally, the Party had-to conso-
liddte its own illegal organization, and:carry.on its
illegal work; in the mass organizations the' Party
had to pay: attentlon to the admlsswn of new Party
members, etc. /- 0

The: Session critivized the « leftlst» and conserva-

tive- ideas which paid- attention to the.illegal work

only, andprotested: against. the .legal work, -which
only+took ‘into’ account the worker - and peasant
masses,” and were unwilling to' co-operate broadly
with. the allied’ forces, the revolutionary national and

reformist national parties. But on:the other hand;. it

also took precautions against rightist tendencies not
to: ‘educate the: Party -members:.and -masses -on: the
revolutionary-aim.that: is to liberate .Indochina from
imperialist: yoke and wipe out every:feudal ‘vestige
in-Indochina ; to:give up: class stand; to hinder the
workers in - their struggle: against: the bourgeoisie
and ':the peaaants it their struggle agamst .the
Iandlonds, etig i SAEAERTR R VR
'+ The:-Cantral” Sesslon held o July 1936 had: an

o _important . 81%n1ﬂcance, it" opened :a' rniew period of
‘Hevelopment:

rthe Vietnamese revolittioh: Its-cortect
résolutions amended those of the first Party:Congress:

. . Fromthis®Qentral Session, -our:Party; brought-into .
play fawfﬂemble#stnafcegy, broadly winmng(over the .

e ExeRRpt’ [rom e dopumeflt tAround ihe' Ind‘ochinehe demunist_'

" Party’s New Pulicy» published on October 30, 1938,




allies, however small..and wavering, to :struggle
together ;tamporaril?'.i, against the.icolonial.ireactipn-
aries, :and (utilize alllegal ‘and,semi-legal means: to
make propaganda,ieducate; the ‘masses, .and .laungh;
themt -in::struggle. i df.in.« the: 1980-1931- upsurge
attention: was devoted tosthe agitation-of .enly workers -
and ;peasants by our Party; now, beside the wonkers
ang: peasants -who:-are the basic revelutionary forces;
the .Party also:won over broad allied:ferces.to set up
a front: Jf inthe 193041931 upsurge only illegal,forms
of-struggle were-used, now, our: Party skilfully. used
the legal-and semislegal forms of struggle and-com:
bined the illegalwith the -legal;; work.  This showed
that<our-Party had developed .a step further.: . ;...
In this period, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc was:in
Ghina. Relying. oir: the Gommunist . International’s
resotutionsiand: basing: himself. on: the, documents
printed..in:-the. Jegal newspapers published..in -the
tountry, he::sent.letters.to the. Party.:Hid Jleading
ideas: were;composed of tha following points : ...,
1. At-present the: Party «(i-e. the Indochinese Come
munist:iParty) should :noet put forth too:high  claims
. (independehce,; Chiamber. af :Deputies;. etc. )i To.dg
sdiis.to fall :inte .the Japanese . fascists’ trapi. The
Party - must!.ldy -claim: to -the.idemocratic . rights;
freedom i0f -organization and meeting,: freadom of
priess;and »speechy: gemeral: amnesty: -of./! political
- prisoners,randistriuggle for: the legality,of the Rarty..
2112, Ponaghievéndhase aims, the Barty. must!isttive
to organize a broad national democratic. fronti Nat

anly»should:this: front.bel.compased-of Vietnafiese but -

alsodfisprogressiveé Frenchy, notonlytimyst {tiinelyde
- vanious-strata; of working:people/but ralso the-hationsl
bourgeeisie.: ¥ txuit i byoenl] Habrionne Anoiteioes
. ol Owingitof the «Rarty’s .correet linguef) adtipndhe
midss  movement ., goéWr very, s gtwenglyol Opehning (the

o Exaarpt fromgNauyen. Al Quees. letter; to il Rommuniset Interoational
T - e i "
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democtatic -movement :-was. -the : agitation for  the
- organization of the Indochinese:Congressiin: Autumn
© 1936. On" the one hand, ‘the ‘Party:constantly made
appeals ito ‘the parties,: political .organizations,. and
classes to combirie théir action | :and on the other; the
Party - mobilized ' the - masses,: organized: meetings,
hartdléd petitions, and claimed democratic, freedoms;
The movement extended from towns to. countryside;
from South Viet'Nam it spread-{o:the wholé:country:
600" Committees of .action were sét up.in.:South::Viet
Nam alone. In:North :and Central Viet: Nam,the:move--
ment ‘also :soared to mew: heights.. At:'that: fime, -the
imperialists® lackeys plotted to furn the movement in
another direction, but:. they: met- with: an-énérgetic
opposition from the masees. . = i i wustoe
' Faced 'with " the strong: development “of "the mass
movetment in Indo¢Hina and the resounding victory of
the Ftench PopulariFront in' the- general'elections: of
May- 1936, the Frenchi<rulers' were obliged: tovyield:
THe government 'of ‘thie Friehch ‘Popular Front was in
power for some months when, tinder the: pressure bi
the strong movement of struggle of the French:and
Indochinese: peoples, it had to decree.theishortening
of. working -days for. workers,. to. grant. the, workers:
paid, ‘annual: holidays, amnesty i of .the. pelitical pai-
soners .in:Indechina, efc..But. on the other .side, it
connived af-the :colonial reactionaries; who dissolvad
the.Committees: of agtion. .. i wew 11 oy
~The Indochinese¢:Congriess. wag forbidden, -but the
mass ‘movement, .far-fromiidying, developed further;
Ini: Autuimmn-Wigter 1936,.owing to the.amnesty.drom
the Government, of; the French, Popylar.Front, theu~
sands of political prisoners in Indoching were relgased
including on  this occasion many Party leading
cadres. Our Party had thus more cadres to werk
among the masses, d lead the mass moverertt;"®
At thie end of 1036 and if 1937, theré Was'if Ijdg:
china. a mass, upsurge demanding, he, improvement
of living standards, demogratic {reedoms, freedom fo
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set up trade. uniens, decrease of poli-tax and other
taxes; etc. From :August 15, 1936:to January. 15; 1937,
there were in Indochina 339 mass struggles .with
62,620 .participants, which  included 242 strikes -of
: 54,62-5 -workers: in industrial or handicraft enterprises.
The most: important struggles were the-general strikes
~ of Hongay and Campha miners:and- that of Ba.Son
workers . (Saigon).: In 1937 there were nearly 400
strikes, the most important -being the general strike
of railwaymen. At the same time, there were hundreds
-of ‘demonstrations by.the peasants. and the various
strata of people. In the same year, the Party utilized
the reception to the Investigation Commission of the
French Popular Front government headed by Justin
Godard, and the reception to the new Governor
General Brévié in Indochina, to gather thousands; of
people from all: over. the :count;ry-,to_ demand the .
carrying out'of democratic reforms; etc. - These recep- -
tions were in fact mass mobilizations on-a large scale,
and- were .a terror:to:the -Frenchirulers in Indochina,.
They tried by..every means to stop the movement but :
in: yain,.

iWhile - the - movement was soarmg, the Central
“Executive ‘Commiittee held -a Session in March 1937,
The Session. stressed that.every. legal means . should
be made wide use'bf, the forms of erganijzation to be
mobile - and” suited -to the ciréumstan¢es; :not teo
‘rigorous. It was decided to disselve: the: trade. union
and the peasant's Association, and foiind the Assis-
.. tance: Sooiety, -and Friendly:Society ; todissolve the
Commuinist: Youth Association; and- found the Indo-

chineése Democratlc “Youth: ASSOCl&thh ®.:t0 dissolve .

the Red Asélstance and’ replace‘ 1t by* the Popular_

*In the movament the [orma oi masa qrganizauons ln genernl the :
. Yopth Organfzatlons in partlcular were very ﬁex\ible In some pInces ike
t;‘and‘uard Yoith. Aasoéiatldns ¥, dfd iy other _he « Deémberdtie Youth
_Aqs&biatlona» ~dWere orgamzed But the name ‘«Ind?chlnae Del‘rtbct'ﬂ‘ﬂc
’ .\’outh Asaoe!ation» "way ‘more ﬁeneraiized AR R SEE
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Assistance Society. The Session decided that «every.
situation must be utilized to organize all the mass
associations under legal or semi-legal forms. Where
the - Popular Front -could not. yet: be founded...,
Democratic Fronts, Committees ot-Joint actions or
Committees of Support for. French Popular Front
could be founded according to the local situation...» *
After the Session of the Central Committee' in
March 1937, the mass movement-took: a further step
forward. The primary Party organizations and. mass
bases. were strongly consolidated :.and. developed.
Party  leadership at all: levels was  reinforced,
membership increased. By 'March 1938 - the PRarty
membership had increased. by 60:per cent.:Concerning
‘the mass-organizations, in the towns. friendly. erga-
nizations of .workers, small traders and owners. of
sinall .industrial cencerns iwere founded everywhere ;
sports and physical training Associations, and reading
Societies were also organized on a large scale, In the
countryside, the various forms of mass organization
were widely-and rapidly developed : harvesting teams,
rice-transplanting teams, teams for roofing houses,
- burial . societies, . hunting ' clubs, feasting societies
- . during the :New Lunar Year Festival, mutual assist-
ance associations,- tontines, etc. These -multi-form
organizations - gathered broad masses. under . the
Party’s leadership.. On..the Party’s initjative, «{he
Association {or the Popularization of National scripty
was founded and rapidly developed.; the movement
against. . illiteracy became .an . organized:.-mass:
-mOV.elTlerlt. i DL RN R ";::H;-':
Parallel with the.development of people!s organis
zations, struggles successively broke out putting forth
“maore! practical and concrete -slogans. The:iworkers
struggled: for the. increase of  wages, implementation

B RN Gtk T PR S
"% Bxgarpt  from .the:.communiqué: of. the; Central Committee on  March.

. 20, 1937, _ .
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of ‘labour laws, and freedom to set up:trade unions *:;
the peasants straggled:for the-decrease of poll-tak:and
other taxes; against new taxes, appropriation of land,
corvee; ete. Many struggles resulted ingreat wictories:
Besides!the struggles -for reconomic:interests, theré
were'the ‘important. political struggles, (such:ias the -
general strike of the railway workers in 1937) rwhich
had aniinfluence.all.over the country. . .- - .,
The'Party thoroughly utilized the legal books.and.
new§papers:as lweapons for its struggle.:Dan:Chung
(People’s’ Mass),” Pdrty’s - central -organ; Tin:Tuc
(News) and many other newspapers: of. the Party and
Demder#tic Yotith Asséciation, either written: in- Viet«
namese o ‘in French language,: laid bare:ithe rotten
colonial ‘and: semi-feudal regime.: They reflected: the
workingrpeople’s poor life;:peinted out the aspirations
of the various strata of people;and demanded improve-
merits-in living standards and' democratic-reforms:.:: -
" ‘Besides the newspapers,’ many progressive- books
Wwere published by’ thé Party,” aimed  at bringing
Marxism-Leninism and the Party’s ‘policies  to- the
widest sectionis of the people, The book The Peasant
Question writtén by Comrades Truong Chinh and Vo
Nguyen Giap, couragéousty accused the imperialists
and ‘feudalists of cruelties’ towards ‘Viétriamese pea-
sants. Tt faithifiilly refiected the Vietriamese' peasants™
life, and poinited out ‘their important. role i the Viet.
nimese’ revolidiofi, “Influéhced! by “the” Party, many
Wwritérs’ wrote good-works, and: ‘contributed -to -the
strilggle ‘aghainist’ various kihdd of reactionaty ‘ahd
prostitute literature. To Huu's poems .began to
conquer the hearts: of the:masses: |: i ot
I Mbtaoverthe: activity ‘of 'the Party in:the matter!of
books-and:inewspapers :was: the link insthe-relation
_between: the; legal-and: the illegal wotk ofi the Parly;

*On the one hand the jlléga‘f organization of trade union  was
candetted]” bub Gi-thé bther:“the’ freedon  t4 - a¢t  up “trade ‘uniond* thitst
" : e e

" be claimed.



and f‘p]‘ay'eda-\:»the rrole: of:: liaison  between: the. Party
meifibers :and ! the; masdes. It- had an -impertant part
in./the work of propaganda and org'anazatlon of the
Part:y at-that'time.. :

“In"thig pefiod, the Party worked to found the Indt)
chmese Eéhtotratic Front. In this Fromt, besites the
roips-of Communists working openly, there Were the
ianco-Vietnamése “group -belonging ' to-the French
Socialist Party, the:«Tu Luc Van Doan's :group, the
friendly - organizations of iworkers; small traders,
owners of-small:ihdustrial : concerns, sete. Thankssto
its;work;:the Party wom victory im the: elections. of the
Council .of People’s. Representatlves in. Central and
North Miet. Nam. . ., .coig

i .Im:Central Viet NamE the Party Was able to enlarge
thel Front, winning:: over: even.&the 1884 group.»:*
Therpfore-in: the, elactlan of; the . Gouncil - of. People's
Representatives.in 1937, thg .Democratic. Front. won
victery and held the seat,$ of qhalrman, vice- cha;rman
and, first secrefary.; . .

4 In North Viet. Nam,r thanks to the Party 5. correct
I-rQnt policy,. the Democratic Front. held 15 seats in
theiegleé:tl@n of the, Councﬂ of People’s Representatzves
ll'l

Althou h, 'the electron wa,s yery dlmuted and sabo—
aged by the repch rulers,; in 1938 the Democratic

forit won vrctory everl in the Indochinese Ecohomig
and’ Fianclal’ Courtell, ‘the ‘highest organ « elécted
by the people ' fin-* ‘Intdehina it thls petiod: i

But the Democratic Front did”not wih *Vtcto ih
thesélegtion:of the Nam: Bo (South -Viet:Nam) ! Muni-
cipal: Couneil in.::1939:iThel Trotskyrteh sabotaged

- amdridistorted: the: Rarty’s: policy, utilized: Ea;Ladrers :

suprendenito fascism-at.Munich and thendelay in: the
. carrying out:of:suitable: dem()cnartm rafnrms inuIndm-

mﬂdllltoal @roun- c»lalnting the return of. the 1884 Mreaty:: slgnad by the
-Nguyen dynnsty and the French colonial!sta n 1884, R R
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china by the Government of the French Popular Front,
to. sow doubt in the-masses about the Party’s policy.
On the other hand, we were subjective, did not lay
bare the Trotskyites’ schemes, and tended to belittle
the work of agitating the grass-root masses, In the
. book Tu Chi Trich (Seli-criticism) (published on July
20, 1939), Comrade Nguyen Van .Cu, correctly
analysed the. causes of defeat and drew lessons from
this -election. At the same time .he criticized : the
«leftist » tendency which wanted:to «overthrow the
constitutional party », and the rightist tendency which
wanted to: « rally all parties and classes of the popu-
lation; except the reactionary elements », making:no
distinction - ‘between progressive and - reactionary
elements and parties, Inr this. book, Comrade Nguyen
Van Cu ‘also- explained all aspects of the' Party’s
strategy in the period of the Democratic Front, There-
fore not only had it the effect of ‘¢correcting the imimed-
iate’ shorcomings within the *Party, it was also a
document summing ‘up the Party’s” experiences in
carrying out-agitation inside the Front in this period.
-+ In1936-1937, the Party won successive victories,
and its "influence rose’ steadily. To develop these.
victories further, the Central Committee in its March
1938 Session decided to give the All-Indoctiina’ Front
a.unified name, the x Indochinese Democratic’ Unified
Front» (briefly « Indochinese Democratic Front »).
The Session emphasized. the Party’s principle of
democratic centralism : .
.+ Either. ‘'open . or- underground, all orgsnizations
'must;obey the Party’s leading:ergan, Organizations
' o'per‘atimgff_opemly:are--not:on- aniequal footing with the
Central Committee or ‘at othier respective Party levels.
It+is only-a. part of the Party's organization. »* - '

T e T

s Excerpt.:from - the ‘redolution -of ‘the -‘Cen.l_ra‘:lr Comimittes :.on.. March
20— 30, 1936. SRS B SREPR
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“The :Session also-set - the whole Party the task of
carrying on the struggle, so that it could act legally,
and strengthen the relation between the Party and
the masses. S o
: Implementing this resolution, our ‘Party continued
to- develop ‘every ability to act legally, and- further to
enlarge the Democratic Front. Thanks to that, the
movement developed stronger and stronger.-Not only
workers and peasants, but aiso small traders, owners
of small - industrial concerns, students, civil-ser-
vants, etc. participated in the struggle in increasing

‘numbers. ‘Worker-strikes, schdol-strikes: and: market-
strikes followed one after the other. Most noteworthy
-wias the meeting on May Day 1938 during which 50,000
peoﬂle, including . people-of all strata in Hanoi, put
forth slogans ~claiming democratic: freedoms, the
freedom to set up trade unions and the: improvement
of the people’s livelihood, and in support-of the French
Popular Front..It.was a demonstration of the huge
foree of the masses.under the Party’s leadership which
sowed terror among the colonial reactionaries. The
meetings and demonstrations of: scores of thousands
of: people combined with the struggle in-the Trung Ky
(Centtral Viet. Nam) People’s Representatives :Council
on -September 16, 1938, succeeded in cancelling the
- draft-on head:tax put forth by the French: The close
- combination of ‘the struggles of the masses with those
waged: in the press and the council was the condition
for victoty of all the struggles from 1936 to 1939. -
- ‘While the democratic movement in our :country was
developing, the danger of a:world war was increasing.
The Japanese militarist imperialists launched-a large:
scale aggression against China and directly threat:
ened Indochina: ThesParty: laufiched the 'movement
" torsupport - the Chinese people. in their resistance
_against- Japah: This movement -was- enthusiastically -
welcomed. by ‘the ‘masses. In- many places subserip-
tion -atid fetes were orgdnized;to;get - money,: clothes
-and medicines to helpithe:Chinese army’ resist Japan.

5.



At the same time the Party!put forth the slogan «To
defend: Indochina », and demanded: that the Erench
government decree every democratic freedom; improve
the people’s livelihood, grant an amnesty to all:poli-
tical prisoners, and give allowances to.the soldiers’
families, etc.. At that time, there were two wrong
tendencies within the Party: «To defend . Indochina
with conditions » and. «to defend Indochina without
conditions ». .. P o R
: The first was;. if France is unwilling to implement
the Indochinese people’s. democratic: claims, they :will
~not defend Indochina together 'with France. - .. : -
The second .was: If the fascists attack:Indochina,

- the: :Indochinese people’ will. certainly : have: to fight
against, . them, - without - ‘demanding.. France, ‘make
goncessions to them. ... .. o ool e
- Both tendencies were negative; did net start from
the ‘Indochinese: people’s -intereésts ‘and . from 'the
necessity to defend the-Indochinese people’s life-amd
property-against theiblood thirsty fascists. The Party’s
correct policy. of the moment was :.as:France whs not
yet: turning to. fascism, the Party must lead the Indo+
chinese .people toistruggle to force France:te:deferd
Indochina. together:with .the Indochinese people to
compel. France to' ifnplement democratic freeddms’and
to improve:the people’s livelihood:so:that the ‘péople

_ wmud.‘cﬁ “actively.defend. Indochina. The Indochinese
" peoplermust -arm: themselves toiresist the'a gressive
ascists;; they must defend Indochira: on theiri own
initiative, and net passively support.ithe defence; of
Indochina: with : or iwithout:. conditions,, The. Party
“struggled to.unify: the -ranks iof sthe. Party, oni. this
queatial'l,, i ,i‘} Tygrey s ;‘:'{;f;i',} I ufs-‘.'{';i ."}f"?:f-".‘."3"52';:-‘\’; i
iv'lia: maintain ‘the: Patty’s:dine. and: policy:rin Hthis -

period;xit wadi necessary. to. sinliggle: apainst. the |

«leftist:»: -narrow-minded-stendenay! which:. op posed

. -egropenation with the:mational:refarmiist -parties;-and
- the iconservative thinkihg which: was.againist the use
of.legal.*and : semi-legal ‘methods: to: prepagandize;



educate, - organize the masses, and lead them in
struggle. At the same time, the Party had to struggle
against the rightist tendency, the unprincipled co-
operation with the Trotskyites, and the tendency to
lay bare all our forces, and not pay attention to
illegal work. :

In the same period, besides the internal struggle,
the Party had to struggle permanentl%( against the
policy of repression and demagogy of the colonial
government. It had to struggle against the Trotskyites
who were trying by all means to sabotage our Party’s
line and policy. When the Party called for the found-
ing of the « Democratic Front», they advanced the
slogan for the setting up of the « Worker-Peasant
Front »>. When -our Party founded the « Democratic
Youth Association» they advocated the setting up
of the « Communist Youth Association». When our
 Party put forth the slogan «To defend Indochina »,
they issued the slogan « To turn the imperialist war
into a revolutionary civil war », etc. Concerning these
problems, the Party had to expose the Trotskyites’
- schemes in order to make the masses clearly realize
that they were saboteurs and imperialists’ lackeys.

In a word, during the period of agitation for demo-
-~ cracy (1936-1939), our. Party scored many achieve-
- ments and drew many rich' experiences from the use
of every legal and- semi-legal means to disseminate
Marxism-Leninism, agitate the masses to struggle
-for immediate demands, develop - and consolidate the

 Party and mass: organizations,. and  closely combine

legal and illegal work to fulfil the revolutionary task.
However, ‘during this period the Party also had

'some shortcomings: Firstly,. while supporting the .

government of the French Popular Front and the

- defence of Indochina, the Party did ‘not consider the

o national problem thoroughly, Secondly, the Party did

" not-put forth the problem of rent and interest reduc- ~

tion as slogans of struggle for the improvement of
the peasants’ livelihood. =~ - -



IN WORLD WAR II, THE PARTY FOUNDED
- THE NATIONAL UNITED FRONT AGAINST
AGGRESSIVE FASCISM, DIRECTED THE
SPEARHEAD OF THE REVOLUTION AT THE
FASCIST IMPERIALISTS AND VIETNAMESE
: TRAITORS

In September, 1939, World War II broke out in
Europe ; as 1mper1allst France was one of the coun-
tries involved in it, Indochina was also thrown into
this conflagration. The. French rulers ordered general
mobilization in Indochina. The number of taxes,
loans, “subscriptions and lotteries increased day by
day ; vehicles and boats were requisitioned. In the
enterprlses, working hours were increased ahd wages
decreased and many youths were conscnpted into the
army, But the problem which drew the Frerich impe-
rialists’ particular attention was that of consohdatmg
their rear, of annihilating- the revolutlonary force in
the country. so that they could carry on’the unjust
" war with an easy mind. The elementary. democratic
rights gained by the workers .and, _peasants;in the
period ;of agitation for. democracy (1936«1939) were
abolished. - All "democratic- organizations, - friendly
societies were dissolved.; freedom; of. pgopagandg and -
of - teeting were -. abohshed “The premises; of ‘the
_ Party’s legal- newspapers were searched, their person-
nel-arrested; and their-property seized. Persecutions
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and massacres were carned out everywhere, In .
September 1939 alone, there were 1,051 police raids
and arrests in North Viet'Nam,

- After the outbreak of war the French Communist -
Party was outlawed. Our Party ordered the organs
and cadres working legally or semi- legally to rapidly

'w1t}111draw t‘c{) underggound worﬁ That is why, gen-
erally, spepking, its forcg wa intac gwever,
due'to tﬁe enémy’s’ ;f!;e:»hcj{Fi f__,%‘ N g ! H ﬂﬁred
heavy ‘1agseg: 117 o

Faced- with fhe='énemy’é»Jaﬁ‘ensweftamf’iaftéf* the
sighing ef the'Soviet:Garinaititieaty of thoiiidggress?
ion; »a ; number; ol Party; members and :nonPanty
metmibers became conf.u 4yangd, wavering. To over-
come this state of mind on ‘September 29, 1939, the
Party issued a commumque on « The present political
lme ». ang..the; Pa gtyf Committee, of qc Isy (Narth

Viet Nag) Eub ished the book, The %y nion. is
AIWays aithtil'to Péace to explairi'tHe Sovigt Union's
policy' of 'peate,” t6" tinify" ihé . Ways of i kifg and
looking at' the situation’ and imfriediaté: tagky o1 tHE
Party. Atthe-ddme time, it was décllled:to trahsferthe
central.point: of activity. fromithe tows 4o:thé: country-”
side.. This, policy; was. very. important,: begause the
couniryside  was, the plage. where, thﬁsﬁ“f} y 147
chinery: of, rHle was relatively. weak., The );J ad
‘1350,29 opportunity to. come into. close oqtact w1f the.
%ant maﬁsest ake pro a a,, rga Lze eth,
”t}r‘"ﬁsf the couni;g sid n a i'evolution}ar
B‘asé’ as”t aﬂnks ”thls di, é e HITECtlﬁ)F

¢

_ -of‘\ifork‘t at"de’spité hziéd FeprEssioh]
the révolutionary foree Waé né ”d{'ésifr‘éy‘edf g 1719307

19317 birt' ot the - Yontary, it "Strugk 'rooies askbng -

million§ St tof ling peasanty; &naklng%h@ mwlutmam 3

. ihdverient finther anidy ‘stronger'nf ol HA hedeilods
- MWl SitBrealk 6D World Wiar dD potiticat tides

gl ipolicies isiititable’ tortihélotdew s conditionsswete
© needed; v iNovember;: 1939 theiSegsionrolitlye Gonttedl

: Gommtteaafépdnmﬁed rby; N, gnpyﬂn:ﬁ/ amuCl,bgthmd QSpm- o
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retii'y ‘Generalof the Party, Phan Dang' Luu and
Li¢ti Duan, - decided to fourid‘the Indochinese: Anti
Imperiahst ‘National .United: Front in erder to unify
various.sbrata: of people, sodial classes, .and. Indochi-
nese;nationglities, , and-directed the’ spearhead of the
revolu‘tlon against fascist imperiglism. ... . ..
. “The:8ession ‘assessed . that the anti- zmpemahst and~
-al‘ltl fetidal tasks: were'two-basic tasks of the Vietham-
es6 ‘bourgeois. -democratic . revolytion: But.-at : the
moment ‘the'national danger was the more: serious:
«From: thelistandpoint -of nationa:l liberation, -consid-
- ering’ the: nadtional interest! as:-sipreme; :all: the
Erobiems :0f ithe . revolution,even that of tand, must
¢ 'solved ‘according: to. this:aim. That is. why, ‘while
advooating/the Indochinese Anti-Imperialist-National
United: Front, .thé bourgeois ‘democratic revolution
anly’ tonfiscated ‘the - lands: of: the landl@rds whd
betrayed-the national. interést.»*. . - BN
"The ‘Session 'also" assessed that the: 1mpenallst war
- and'thée fagcist riile would: an%er the: people, and the
reVolLitldh woild: break sut, Of great importance wak
the political lie of ‘the ‘Sessjonto: advance to’the
founding ‘of the Intlochinese Démocratic Repubtic and
suppress: the slogan, ¢ To.found:the Spviet. p@Wer !by .
the -workers,: peasdnts and.:soldigrs.i» -~ + .-
'“1t7also decided: 1o’ tonsolidate the: Party it eveﬁy
aspéct, imﬂklng the ”F’arty umﬁed m mind' as 'Well as
11‘1* adtiohy e E RENNCUITE
AUTHE Noveitiber, 1939 Sessmn of thé Cefitral Cé)m-
mittee marked. a. turmng pomt in the ’V1e‘tﬂame§e
nevolutldnary movement.
- “The 'Viethamése people: weréf struggling to imple‘-
- méht>ihe: Partyls: new: political: line, -with- matters
movirg gwiftly’ at:home:idnd abroad.:In Jund; <1940,
Fioafide rwids “ooceupiiedi by the .Germhn: fascists,. In
September, 1940, Imdon ina. Was mvade.d; by +the
S IR T :!‘ s Dl Tt B I LTI VAP PPN
Hﬁibﬁiﬁdhrﬂﬂ'théme&ﬁlhtmn bf- {heé: Central Eeis!on nh. Noyesber! 1639
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Japanese fascists. The:French:colonialists surrendered -
to: them, conniving at.their. occupying. Indochina, But
thanks: to their longstanding undaunted struggle .and
to their education by the Party, the Vietnamese people
rose to fight'tHe Frefch and: Japanese. On: September.
22, 1940, Japanese troops attacked Lang Son. Defeat-
ed;:the French army withdrew :and passed. by Bac Son
district:gn their way: to-the. deita. On: September,.27;.
1940, the Bdc Son: people, under.the:leadership of the
local Party branch rose up, putting:forth the slogan

. «/Against ‘the  French-lapanese:.imperialists »,: .and.

- disarmied the- defeated French: troops. to. arm them-
selves. . During the :insurrection the.Japanese -and
" French were -leagued«together iin:-order .to .give the
French colonialistsfreedom te repress the:Vietnamese
revélution, Comrade ‘Tran Dang Ninh was: sent :to
- Bac Sen:by the Barty Committeeiof North Viet Nam
to lead the insurrection:-The Bac: Son people held a
meeting at Vi Lang to set up the revolutionary power,
biit because of their lack of experience and vigilance,
- they were surprised by. a French attack.. The insur-
_ reptionists, withdrew .to.the forest and founded the
- first Vietnamese guerilla units; led by. the Party, ;.
+In support of-the’ Bac Son:movement, upon receipt
of the Party Central:Comniittee’s- directive, a number
“of localities .combined, their. struggle, ‘especially  at
Ngoei-Trao:.(Thach, Thanh - district, Thanh-. Hoa
province). The struggle led to the organization, of
armed forces, that afterwards had to.disperse-among
~ the.population.;; Bapoo e e
In spite of its defeat, the Bac Sen insurrection laid
bage the Japanege .and French. fascists’. schemes, and
gave birth: to. ourfirst.people’s armed force under the -
* leadershipiiof:out;:Party.. This:armed. force gradually:
developed iandibécame the «.Viet: Nam::National, Sal+
vation” Atmysin The: Bae :Son: imgurrection, opened:.a
new historical page of armed struggle for the Viet- .
. namese:people,.Lt-broke.out while the people through-

i



g f_‘ "Front-was the Amnti«Jupa; f'.'sewFren'éh- agc stiNati

out the countty were not yet prepared, hence the
insurrectionary forces had ‘to fight alone. But -the
- lesson drawn.from the Bac Son insurrection was very
- useful and served.-as: a basis for preparation: for. the
August general insurrection later. ... ... .

“Simultaneous with the inrush:of the Japanese army -
in:North Viet Nam, the Siamese ‘army’ attacked Cams
bodia. The French colonialists forced the Viétnamése
people; first. ol al] the people.of the South, and the
Cambodian people fo goto the front.as cannon-fodder:
Boiling . with hatred ior. the French colonialists and
refusing to. be slaves:.of the Japanese and ;Frengh
imperialist, ‘dnd 'at the same time strongly: encoy.
raged by the spirit of the Bac Somn-insurrectiott; ou#
people in'South Viet Nam were ready to strike back.

“At'that mement, 2 number of the CentralComtnitted
members such as Comrades Nguyen Van Cu, ‘Le:Hong
- Phiong; Ha Huy Tap, and Le Duan,. were ‘arrested:

- The Central Committee membérs remaining in South:
Viet'Nam' and’ in the Nam Ky Commitiee inténded t¢
lead, the people in Nam' Ky fo rise-up in‘ordeér fo furn
{He Franco-Siamese war into a_revolutionary ‘¢ivil
. yar, and sent.Comrade Phan D ang Luu to North Vjet
Nam: {o- attend the seventh Central Sessior of’gle} .
-Rartyad ask for difectivesabout this question. On -

October, 1940, the Session was: held in Bac, N
- Comtades Phan Dang Luu, Hoang Quoc Viet

loang'. -

- Van.Thu, Trtieng'Chinh, ‘and Tran Dang Nint.attends -
‘editv2(8dme: members: of :the Central Committee did

' tendibecause they weré occupied in:South Viet-

o Theseve : | Sess nalysed the sitwation

- atHomisand @broad, tledrly péinted -ont: the danger -
. forithe. dndochinese: people - to: 42 .fjfvp:-erle iesy

affirmeds that:the Ant i-lperi;

' -&}_ﬂf‘f tetl: Front;: jéu@-%_ﬂgdgi_gd;?'_t-_o;;i;ﬁem?péﬁapjw. i‘&_@fﬁhﬂfa




the slogan of-the :sixth Central Gommittee Session
«To confiscate: landlorda land and dlstrlbute 1t to the
tillers p.y roizon il ool
'The'‘Segsitn a8sessed that a revolu’tionary upsurge
of the Indochinese pebple:would tertainly break out,
therefore. the Patty. must. lead: them .to. prepare the
armed' insunrection to recover. t‘reedon‘l and natlonal
mdependence R B - PR
i1t lalso -heard Comrade Tran Dang th 'S report on
the Buc Son insurrectionand decided ‘'on the mdinte:
nunce of :the Bac-Son ‘armeéd-foree;i the founding of
guerilla. groups operating separately; and the:setting
up:of: guerilla- bases the: centre of whlch was the
‘Bae Son— :Vu:Nhai region.: .
- Corcernilng - thé  proposal of the’ Nam- Ky Party
branch;: thd . Session'iassessed: that because :of: the
failute.of the Bac. Son insunrection: and. the fact that
conditions were not: ripe: for an.insurrection in Nam
Bo.-and: throughout. the. ¢ untny, the. insurrection
lgopld qot be unched at this time. The unmedzate
task of the N am, Ky Party.branch was to use the
forms of political and econoic struggle agamst the
- French’ “colonialists. and Iapanese fascists, and’
Ero‘[est a amst the Franeg: Siamése war. ‘At the same
- time it “Was” ng,cessary to' ‘fritenisify * propdganda,
fbcfte ‘and organize the thasses of people, first “of
1 the"workers, *pelisants ‘and - armymen It wad
HEQéSsaﬁy 1o prepai‘e the conditiors, and' wait for-a
favotitable opportunity When conditions were ripe
thboughiout the coumtry, to'latinch an-armed: insurrecy

- tiod tb:defeat the French and-Japanese. .If ‘the: insur-

rection was launched immediately it would be isolated
and sannihilated. by. the joint. Freneh.Japanese army.
1O thisiarnival-in: South. Viet Nam,iComrade Phan
DangoLui learntithat! the jorder- for 'the insurrection
Nrdd dirbudy igSuddi and jeverywhere 'all was sready.

v eotld not ba Withdrawn: Oncihie nightof Novémbef

'? f%;ulgkt@f t}herNam Kyhﬂsunremtinnmbrnke. but.iThe

—



Revolution’ did tiot yet: prevail'in:the wole country:
A's the mdin revolutionary force was: composed of only
a-number of soldiers/if’the eneltty sarmy, andiupon
the plan of the insurrection’ b‘f‘e-i&*l%'z discoveted: by ithe
enemy, the Nam: Ky ‘uprising faited.’ Tle ‘Prench
imperialists repressed it savagely: But the Vietnamease
people-did not fiinch. The fire of the Na%m‘}'f‘K%' insur-

rection had: ot yet been:extinguished; ‘wWheni the
soldiers at Do Luong (Nghe An:provinee) tosé-upi -
":The Bde Son, Nam Ky and ;Do Lueng insurrections
did-not: biring. victories ds.-yet; but. they;upheld. the
Vietnamese people’s indaunted hdroic-spirit.-Saimany
heads fallen and so much:blood: ispilt :gave our:Party
and people an:invatuable/lesson)in arimed insufrection. -
++This | lesson icould be-éummied "up’as followsi: = v
+First, "t igain “suceess; ran insurrection’ to sgize

" power'miist break out dt the fight time;:that isy when

the: ebnditions for’ revolition dre: ready; vizi [ . i
~"a) when':cotifusiot arid ‘disvond in ‘the ‘eriemy! ranks
“havé reached a elimax’; whenthey:are.facing. diffi--

o “tulties; and are quite at-a]ossvadid cannot dvercome
" them i b)~when: the thiddlerof-the-road strata ars:sick

- of the enemy, side-with the revelution gr sympathize

with it;-and-are, ready to:follow the vanguand Party:

" ¢)when theivariguard’ Party..is -determined.to.make

- sagrifices rand: llead:; the: whole! peaple- to. fight/ to! the

¢ end-iniobder toannihilate!the ienemy;.liberate itself
and:-the ndbion.olj:vs lada cnlb ooln bt esaagiy

- Second;: in af agriculturdl colody such a8 ours; the

rectionary forces: must'selze:artd joceupy : the:enelnyls
most ‘exposed. placel-in: the countrybide;-set wp-bases
there|. gradiually spread their activitiesj'and wheh'the
conditions: are. mature; take lactidth in the!towns:ite
destroy- the! enemy’ dingi ong s and: recopquer
giwhble icoimtey: Cleandn Loy foinng sl b
1 , the insurrection cantotirely.
enemy’s soldiers wan .oyer:to
Jil it the force;

line ofarmiedistruggle!to seize poWeriis: itheoinoud: -



great masses of people, first of dll on the worker and
_peasant masses. At the same tlme, we must strive_ to
propagandize among the.enemy’s soldiers to awaken
them, so:that they don’t shoot at the revolutionary
troops'; we must’ persuade them to go over to. our
side, and use the enemy’s guns to shoot at the- enemy,
Army rebellions .can. only have a pract:cal effect. on
the revolution if the broad masses in the rear actlvely
support it and respond to it.

. .Matters were moving more and more . sw1ft .both
at home and abroad, necessitating a.closer lead)ersmp
by -our Party, On February 1941, Comrade Nguyen
Al Quoc returned from ‘abread and. convered:the
" eighth Session-of the Central Committee. The Session
was :held from May 10 to May 19, 1941, at Pac Po
(Gao Bang province), close to the Chinese border.

Comrades Nguyen Al Quoc, Hoang Van . Thu, Truong
Chinh, Hoang Quoc Viet, Pham Van Dong,;Hoang
.Van I—Ioan, etc. were present at the Sessjon...

:The' Session assessed that from the day Indochlna- .

was:under the double oppression of the French. and
Japanese' fascists, the contradiction . between.: the
Indochinese people and- the aggressive imperialists
had’ become the main: contradiction,  because’ «'the
oppression -was .too heavy, ithe Indochinese: people
could not-endure ‘it ; the French:and:Japanese: impe-
rialists ‘oppressed: not- only: the” worker andepeasani
" classes, but ,also the whole people... The classes'

interasts ‘were: robbed, the fate of the nation was
threatensd more than .ever, » That is why:the:Session
emphasmed «For the moment the partial and.class’
_intenests: must - be:_-subordinated. to: the..national
‘prighlem. If the . indépendence. and freedom.-of. the

. whole. nation could not be recovered, not only. the

whale nation would be. further condemned 1o slavery,
but the partlal and class 1nterests would herlost
_. i,qrewer‘»* e e i




To rally the different strata of people and ‘the
national revolutionary forces in the struggle against
the main enemy of the nation, that is the French and -
Japanese fascist imperialists, the Session:advocated
the :founiding of the Viet Nam:Doc Lap Dong :Minh
Hoi {Front of the allies for the independence of Viet
Nam) : that iis .the -Viet Minh Front, ‘a -name full of
agmﬁcahce which; facititated the moblixzatlon pf the
masses’ ndational spirit. ‘

The- Session -highlighted: the slogan of natlunal
hbera’tlon 4+ therefore the chief - .aim of -the ‘mass
associations was to save the country, and they weére
uniformly ‘called ‘National Salvation: Leagues, . : .~

"As for the land question, the Session assessed that:

. to further:differentiate the ranks of the landlord class,

it ' would stili bé: necessary to temporanly put -aside
the stogan «To confiscate landlords’-1and’.and distri-
bute it to.the tillers;», and to, put. forth the, followmg
slogans : .« To confiscate ' meerlalgsts and . traitors’
land. and dlstrlbute it to .poor: tlflers». 1 «to reduce
land rent and interest»; «to divide the communal
fields », .and to: proceed to the reallzahon of the
slogan .« land to the tillers». :

-The' Session. decided to accelerate every ﬁeid of
work to-prepare the armed.insurrection, strengthen
the.. leaderslup iof « armed orgamzahons and bulld
guerllla bases. . .. '

These tasks advocated by the May, ]941 Session of
the Central Committee had!a particular importance
- These decisians. marked: a: strong shifting of the Party
towards: directing the spearhead of-forcés. against:the
fascist. invaders. . They:-stimulated, the ‘whole :Pasty .
and; people . it their ‘struggle to.-e Vpel the French-
Japanese fascists: and- brought the Vietnamese révg:
lutiortary. movememt to:the vnctorry of theAugust;,IQAE
R%V(D]thl()ﬁﬂ RIS ST I P ST FLANESS I

i'The 1Sessjon : c@nsdlldated the Central Commu.ttee

: amd h]qctedszomradex I’I?ruohg Chmh asi 1bs Genenal B
_._._-seqretanyf Bairiis rubtben oo Baors sl Do R



.'After the.. Session .of the Central: Committee,
the Viet Minh. Front was,.officially: founded.-.(May
19, 194]). v e e e
©"The central task of our'Party-and of. the: Viet: Minh
Front wasthen national salvatién; national liberation.
Therefore the: mass organizations rallied 'inithe: Fromt
‘weré - re-dgrganizéd - ihto:: &ssociations - for:-national
sdlvation 1 « Workers for . National~ Salvation s,
« Peasants for National Salvation »,ii« Women: for
" National Salvation», «Youth for:National Salvation»,
«Self-defence - units: for’ ‘National :© Salvationis,
« Pioneers for National Salvation », «Old people for
National:: Salvations. - Besides; -« The: Viet: Nam
Association for: National Salvation » was.founded. to
attract.those élements from the bourgeois. or. landiord
classes .whoapproved of our. anti-Freneh and.anti-
Japanese :struggle.: «oivol o, L Wil

: ' . -

I order'to strefgttien the -lea"d.ei'SHfﬁ of the arnied

forces; the'Central” Committee #ppojnted Cotfirades
Phung Chi Kien, L&' Van‘Chi né Hiiy, ‘and Comrade
ChirVan ‘Tan, as the cébmmariding tommittee of itre
guerilla units in Bac Sor i~ '¥Vi Nhai;'gathéred under
the name of the « Viet "Nam ‘Afmy ‘for’ Natibnal
Salvation »:-In ‘Autumn; 1941« The National Sglva-
tion :Army » cwas divided* ifnito - two i sections’: «one,
commanded by Coftirader Phunp- Chi Kieristiationed
in' Bac Son (Lang Son province) ; the otheri: corti:
imanded-by Cdémrade Chu Van Tan, stationed in:Dinh
Ca;:Trang Xa+(Vu Nhaif Thai Nguyen province). Late
in:1941; the “section of« National Salvation: Army »
stationed:in Bac'Son, passing: by Na Ri- (Baé Can)
on:its wayto:Cag Bang;ifell-into an- ambush and
-stiffered heavy::losses. The. section dtationed::im:Dinh
Car=- Trang:Xa avaged guerilla-warfare during eight -
mbtiths onend i from:July, 1841, to February;:1942y,
~fighting in extremely hard conditions. It:sutceeded
iniimaintaining:our forcksidndwearing: -déwn! the
- etiemyi ) Ad: last,:iowing:itordiffidulties. bEsupply it
- scattered into armed groups which carried oubpropa- -

[T

\n



gahda and. agitation : work; creating. revolutionary
bases among the masses all over Fhai Nguyen, Tuyen
Quang provmces and part of Bac Can and Ha G1ang
pr(t\nmces .y -

“ From 'fhese ‘eight: mohthe of guenlla warfare in
Bac ‘Sor, Vu- Nhai, 'we can draw’the following “lesson
on armed strmgg‘les -wnder the ‘dotible French-Japatt:
eése fascist yoke, with" “the Party’s ‘leadership,’” our

- péople coitld" establish’ ‘revolutionary bases ‘and ‘wage
" protracted guerrliaf warfate to Wear ‘down' and ‘defeat

the by far q“trorig‘er xmperi'a‘lists ‘But’ that:broad mass
Hagé§ are fieeded for the attivitied and developrient
of ‘our’ guei‘illa ‘units. Thé!" principles of ‘guerilla
warfaré dret, relignce ‘on ‘the masses;; contiriyal
groyvth e;;tremeT motnhty and, co dstar‘rt adaptatiorl
If. the, guenlla nits. stand on’the, defensive and’ coil
themselves up, divorcing themselves from the masses
they, witl \be: cryshed, When the situation requifes. it,
they. must disperse, be able to_stick to the masses and
identify, themselyes, with. them, oyercome, difficuities;
build . bases;;-and: ;when,:the -situation is favourable.

gather again and wage the struggle AN

' Qudrillar warfare! was!a rew form of struggle of
the Vietnamese Revolution ag4inst the French:Japan:
ese T’ascrsté qﬂder t?tu*r Partyé leadershrp"t-”' ;

he patrlotlc war’ waged,,(by_, the: Sowet Ufubn
%amst‘t 16 Gerfan . fasclsts had -had a. very strong
m enge on ‘the revolutionary movenient in Viet Nam
in, the world The Vietnamese people considered
eaeh vietory gained by the Soviet. Army. as. theisown,
Towards the.end of 1942 and beginning.of. 1943, the

i ‘Saviet:: Army : smashed.:330,000- Geérman.:-fascists : at -
Stalingrad and iwitehed: firmly over to the offensive

 * the same.time .a.strong blow to.the; Frengh.Japanese |
o _'i.fﬁscrst meerlalrsts Theugh 1lrvmg in’ poverrty sunder-

atiull fromts) Thi histofical victory was 4 very great
encouragement for ‘the Vietnamese péople. It was at .




the double: fascnst yoke, thanks ito 'the Party’s leader-
ship: the Vietnamese people, always confident, were
- all the more confident of their liberation. -

At that time, the Japanese were encroaching furthel
and further .on the French interests. The French-
Japanese contradictions became sharper and a conflict
betweeil. the two cliques.of rilers was inevitable, The
confradictions befween the Japanese and the French,
between. the French De Gaullists- and the French_ :
fascists;  between -the ..pro-Japanese and the. pro-
French, ete:, 'were hecoming more and. more acute.

 In view of the new situation, the Standmg Bureay .
of the Ceniral Committee in its: session held from
February 25 to 27, 1943, decided to consoclidate and
enlarge the National United’ Front (Viet Minh Front),
It ‘decided to agitate. for the foundation of the Indo:
chinese Democratxc Front, rallying = anti-fascist
foreign residents - Indochma mainly ‘resistant
French-and -anti- Japanese Chinese residerits. At the
same time,; all efforty were to be exerted to prepare
the “insurrection. A% the-'Session emphasized,: «the
preparation for the 1nsL1rreet10n 1s the present centra1
task » *,

After the Sessmn, the whole Party struggled to -
carry out. these decisions,

.. On ‘August 29, 1942, Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc,
while on duty in China, was capfured by the Chiang
Kaf-shek government and only released on September
- 16,°1943; Out of jail, he itnmediately ‘got iritouch with
_ fhe Liberatlon Assodlahon» a_branch of the’ Viet
Minh “Front ‘in" Yunnan. At the * same “time, he
~ established’ relations " of co-operation: with - «the .
Assoclation-ef Vietnamese Revo utionaries », an Anti-
Japanése:dnd Anti-French organization of 'Vietnamese
-~ tesiderits in Ghina; functioning'legally in Kouang-si;
'-r.mder 1he cllque of Nguyen Haar Thanrngyen Tuong

".-%E’ﬁéerﬁi ffdrh“the Decibmne "6t the "Fébruai‘y 1943' Seaslan_
_.smhmn\z ereauuof the ceutm LGc-mmlttee ALY s-_sf-._:-fa;-*




Tam -and -Vu. Hong Khanh. Thus began the alliance
between the:Viet Minh Front and the « Association: of
Vietnamese 'Revolutionaries:y.. Comrade: Nguyen::Ai
Quoc took the name of Ho Chi: Mitth ‘to carry:onhis
activities;. | e - SH Vlra e ST e
. At home, implementing the :decisions of the Febru-
ary;- 1043, Session: of ‘the ‘Standing: Bureau of ‘the
Central Committee, our: Party increased its activities
to. broaden :the-Front, in rallying as many students,
_ intellectuals ‘and- nationalbourgeois -as- possible.: At
that tirive, there was a-division in the ranks: of these
“strata..Some: Wwere pro-Japanese] others, pro-French
_ while ethers were:pro:Viet-Minh. The pro-French were
growing fewer and fewer ; those who had:wrongly
believed in a possible use of the Japanese, realized
more. -and.. more . cleatly . their. imperialist. fascist
nature :and. became . disappointed, The. Viet:: Minh-
gained. increasingly. - greater: influence.. Our -Party
deemed it opportune and negessary 'to. help- the Viet-
namese national . bourgeoisie and bourgeois intellee-
tuals: found: a: tevolutionary. party .in.order; to draw
the:Vietnamese national bourgeoisie and. the Vietnam:
ese intelligentsia /into. the Viet Minh Front,; on-the
one hand. to chéck:ithe « Great Asia » deceitful policy
of the Japanese:imperialists:in- Viet-Nam, en:the.other
ta.further.broaden the:National United Hront against
- the :French-Japanese fascists.: Therelfore, ours®asty
helped Duong: Duc Hienls, group:-of students -and:thg
~ TFhanh:Nghi* group found the: VietiNam Democratie
Party (which. joinad:the Viet, Minh Front, - i i
-, [Furthermore, our, Party: catried on agitatiop among
“anti-fascist democratic foreign:.residents, including
French :De..Gaullist elements i Indochina;itotake
part-in the foundation.of the: Anti-Fascist Democratic
- Front.; At the: same; timg; itistrove. to rally.the Miet:
- ngmese soldiers. in.the.Frangh; Army; the legionaries -
and, Frepigh soldiers toiQur-cause. i g it yunl
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- -Due to-these correct policies of the Party, the Viet
Minh’s .prestige grew, its influence increased.-more
and;imore, and the Vietnamese revolutionary. move-
ment developed with every passing day. The French-
Japanese fascists realized that they could npt quench
the fire: of the:Vietnamese revolution by repression
and terrorism.: So:they revived depraved.old customs,
spread- reformist- and: reactionary ideology, fried to
draw the youth into the so-called «Strong: to Serve»
moveitient,to-keep them. frem the:revolutionary.path
and' at-the: same;time to:create favourable conditions
for-their. recruitment.as soldiers.. The Japanese impe-
rialists.used the « Daji Viet s clique-as their spakesmen
to: propagate the « Asian Union» theory and:win: the
masses; . . LTI T R TP N
~+In-the’ legal press there appeared an overflowing
rofidntic, -:debauched. pessimistic “and -dispirited: lite:
rature. The Trotskyite Han Thuyen publishing house
issued books with a « research'» character to slander
Marxism, making use of «materialism's ‘and the
«'theory of class struggle» in an attempt to .« defeat
theoretically » the national demiocratic ideology and
patristism: advocated by the Viet-Minh:Front, 'and:at
the ‘same ‘time, blemishing' the whole: history of ‘the
war of liberation waged by the Viettamese people, : :
‘Inorder 't oppose this kind of litérature, {1943
ther Party: put - forth the &Viet Nam- CulturalPro-
grarhities,’ clearly setting out that the new: culture of
Viet: Narivshould bear a triple character ::Hatlonal,
scientific, mass chardcter, and should be:led-‘by: th
Party. The’ programme set forth the immediate task :
% To:striuggle against the fascist, feudal, retrograde
and' enslavifig culture, an obscurdntist and deceptive
- culture; To develop ‘the culture of new democracy:in
Inddchinia ». Not only 'did the: programme et 'forth
 theithmediate’ task;/ it 'furthermoré mapped out''the -
- long-standing line -of ‘struggle. of' thd 'whalé' Party;
~-;aimed at building a new: culture for ¥iet Nam accord-
~ ing.te-the-methods:of socialist realismu . . . . -




+In the period -of Werld War Il there .was a host of
illegal books:and papers from the Party and: the Viet
Minh ‘Front: Co Giai Phong (The Banner of' Libe:
ration), .central organ -of the Party ; Cuu Quoc (Na-
tional : Salvation), central orgam -of the Viet-:Minh
Fronty. Viet Nam. Doc Lap (Independent: Viet Nam),
organ-of propaganda of the Viet-Minh Front.in. Cao-.
Bac-Lang. zone; Be. Xieng - Sat (Breaking, our
chains), organ of propaganda of the Party Commit-
tee of Trung Ky (Central Viet Nam) ; Giai Phong
(Liberation}, organ of propaganda of the Viet. Minh
in Nam Ky (South Viet Nam) etc. Besides, the Party
and the Viet Minh [Front published books of.general
propaganda and training books on news ‘and inform-
ation, policies,. guerilla. warfare or experience in
work, These books and papers played an important
part in the political and ideological struggle against
the enemy, in the ideological struggle within ‘the
Party and the Viet Minh Front, thus bringing theline
and. policies of. the Party and the -Froht to a
.successful realization. b e
“'In_particular, concerning Party ‘work, the q]ué§ti0n
then Was, to consolidate the Party ideologicaily and
organizationally, liquidate separatist ani fé@ct‘ioﬂ&t
ist tendencies, maintain the homogeneity and strength
of the 'Party organization, increase its- membership
with care and prevert the AUB. clique *from wornmiing
themselves into the Party and sabotaging  it:'froin

inside, = o AR
- The May, 1941, Session of the Central “C“dr'ri_ﬁiiftee
émmphasized: « Thetraining of cadres-has now become
-ah urgent. task, not to be delayed one hour, even'omne
minute'{ léading committees of the Party at all levels
should ‘pay - particular ‘attention:to it ». ‘Relatively
- régular ‘shert: term: training courses were -opened;fo

form-anhd train cadres. Experiences were drawn.frol

rofm A i _ :
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- underground work; otganization of offices, ltaisan.and
conimunivations; to be disseminated among all cadres
and Party-members. : wiods oL 00 s
“1d 1943, aftet Comrade Hoang ¥Vari Thit had:been
arnested and-’executed by -the ‘French :fascists; 'the
Stafiding: Bureai of ‘the ' CentralComniittee’ decided
to prémete to the: Party a“number of new 'members,
calledu ¢the: Hoang Van: Thi promotions drawing d
great” nimbert of elite elements to -the “Party, .and
*iticredsing: ‘the ledding’ power: of :the. Vietnamesé
R\ev’c}lut‘ipn.‘:;‘ ST e
'As’a counter:action against the A.'B. cligiie il Bac
Bo (North Viet'Nai), the Party unmasked the sabo-
taging activities of one riamed Cong, Who attempted
to win 4 few dissatisfied members of the Party Noith
Commijttee “against' the’ Ceritral ‘Committee,  4nd
creating factions yvVi’ch'ir'i'th'e:.P‘afrty."‘ L
- The greatest harth was’ caused l%v Dinh Van Di’s
A. By cliue’in Central Viet Nam. The Central Com-
mittee called the Party menibers in Central Viet Natt
to, heighten  their vigilance, to fight the' A, B. cligue,
and poeinted out: «Under the cloak of the Revolution

-and communism, the A, B. cligue in Central;Viet Nam
39‘@%@% OHr. compatriots, spies Q-ﬁgatxiﬁt‘ "&a{b@i-ageis
8]

revolytionary ‘orgafiizations, Besides, they strive by

- -every means fo sow, doub} and.discord in the ranks
of. the;;Revolation.> * ‘To elimjnate the A.B. clique
was fo ciit dpen the ulcers of the Party and disinfect
the Party)s ofganism., . o0 o ey
+:Beside: the. counter-action, against; the -A. B, clique,

im this- period, -our.Party . had :still - to wage. an -
inner-Party. , struggle’ . against... partitionism,. and
factionalism.. In Ba¢;Bo.{(Nerth. Viet:Nam). after the

- Bighti. Sessien,of jthe Central .Committes; the ; Party
_had:to liguidate.individualist tendencigs.and,daction:.

- alist ideology, which were cropping up among the.

Sl oI s s
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Party Committee of Bac Ky (North Viet Nam. 1941).
In'Nam Bo (South:Viet:Nam) the Party: struggled
to unify the two groups «Tien -Phong » (Vanguard)
and « Giai Phong » (Liberation).(1945). Our comra-
des in.Trung Bo (Central Viet Nam) had:- also. to
stfuggle ‘to overcome: factionalist ideology. origina-
ting. from opposite points of view in Banmethuot jail.
It is beyond ‘doubt that through these inner:Party
struggles, our Party was further steeled “and
strengthened. . ' SRR
. "‘Concetninig the work of the Front, on the one hand
- the'Party saw to it to broaden the Viet Minl Front,
to unite all classes and strata of the peoplé, everi-to
wifi a number of landlords and neutralize others. ‘On
the ofher hand, the Pafty attached much importance
{6 thé development of the workers’ and ‘peasants’
orgariized forces, so'as to turn the worker and
peasant alliance into the firm basis of the ‘Viet' Minh
Front. Intensified propaganda work was carried’ on
“giiong "the ‘enemty’ soldiers, Through''the ‘realization
of ‘unity of action against the common enemy of ‘tie
tiation, the Party broadened ‘the Viet Minh ‘Front:-
‘Many struggles lapnched By ‘the workers:for raising
- of 'wages, reduction of working-hotirs, against wage
cuts, dfew even overseers and clerks into action. The
 peasants’ strugglé 'won even rich peasants. and ‘8 -

number of small landiords who either took part in
or supported it in such struggles as fighting against

the' requisition. of large quantities of paddy aghinst ..

crop’ destriictions for the ' citltivation of ‘jute and
castor-oil seeds; agdinst the pillage, of ‘markets by
 the’ Japinese. , who either  robbed "goods’ or “bought
 thiem at an extra low pricé, agaihst jorced enligtments
and conscription, of labour, In localities, Where, the
- miass . moyement. : was powerful, there.. appeared "
irregirlar armed forms,of struggle such as: fighting
'I?'E?&%@’@Ofy: Japanese soldjers, suppressing-Vietngmess
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