
Based on these requirements, the Party's Program­
me 01 action put forth itemized daimsfor workers. 
peasants and soldiers. It was approved by the 
Communist International in 1932. . 

In 1931-1932, our Party also waged the strug.gle 
against erroneous political tendencies .. First of all, 
the' struggle against the revolutionary line of the 
Viet NamNatjonalist Party in the Hoa Lo prison in 
Hanoi (1931), The leaders of the Viet Nam Nation­
alist Party jailed there bitterly criticized our Party's 
revolutionary line .and opposed the. «Programme on 
the national democratic revolution» of OUr Party. Our 
comrades detained in the prisons of Hanoi and Paulo: 
Condor, used illegal newspapers to contend with the 
leaders of the' Viet NamNationalist Party and defend 
the Party's revolutionary line .and its methods of 
mobilizing and leading the struggle of the masses to 
win the practical daiJ.y rights. leading to the insure 
rection to seize power. At the same time they brought 
out the errors of. the Viet Nam Nationalist Party in 
the doctrine of Three People's PrincipLes, in the theory 
of « National existence », in .the bourgeois democratic 
viewpoint, etc. These discussions brought victory for 
the Party's line and policies, and won the agreement 
of many prisoners who were not yet communists and 
of a number of left-Wing-members of the Viet Nam 
NationalisfParty. AfterttiE!se.discussions the differen­
tiation within the Viet NamNati6naiistParty became' 
moreclear.]yevident. . . 

A liitmber6f radical m~lribers of the Viel N.am 
NiltioJ;l!flisfJl>ai'ty passed over to oi1rside;(jme~s 
Iiecame in~ctiV'~; resigned to their lot, w~ikan41l;1.IJ'er . 
?f re.acVonarie~. workedihthe serVice, lor ;the 
lmperralIsts, . . .' .. , ..... .. , 

In 1932-1933, a number of Partymeinbet~ av~iJed . 
'themselves of the legal newspapers 'to. 
«mlLterialisrn or ,ideaLiSm », andstruggJe. 
Phan Khoi's ideology, a kind··of.. defeatist· and 



less ideology which denied the revolutionary poten­
tiality of the Vietnamesepeo.ple. Though limited 
because it was confined in the framework of the legal 
newspapers, this struggle won victory and exerted 
to some extent an effective influence for Marxism 
among the population. 

In :1935,a number· of the Party members opened 
a debate in the legal newspapers on the problem « art 
for' art's sake or art for life's sake» in order to 
struggle against the bourgeois viewpoint of pure art 
divorced from the masses. This polemic also exerted 
a good influence among ·the intellectuals and youth 
in the towns. . ' . . 

These polemics defeated the ideas of compromise 
and reformism; pessimistic and hopeless thinking, 
and the political and artisticwiew-points of the 
bourgeoisie. They consolidated lheconfidence of 
the Party members and revolutibn.ary masses In 
Marxism-Leninismilnd in the onlycdrrect revolu-
tionary line. . 

During the peroidof low ebb, -the -great p:art ,of the 
P'arty members were jailed, but they 'n~ver ceased 
struggUn/vln the prisons they organized: Party cells 
to disseminate the. Party's linej andpolictes, ·conti­
nually led the skuggles for the improvement olthalr 
Iivirig 'conditions,combined or' connected their 
struggle with the -revolutionary movement .Qlthe 
masses on, tlte . outside,and protested against' the 
French. impeJi/aHsts'-'ruthilesspoJicy.:· Moreover, . .the 
Vietnamese Communists, tnimsformed- the-prisons into 
f,eyolutianary schoo.fs. _ It was thanks. to. the oour.se$,of 
theoretical study" tltediscussions .on .questionsof.the 
«ay, on' :poliCies; ami the educatiC!J1l1al' classe,s' in; the 
prisons, that the,cQmmlllnists in' jail,could taise, their 
Q,wn .the0rElt-ical" ;j)o,Htlca-l' . and, cul-tuf,al ley~l ,.and 
irnproN'e, :themselves: in order to bei!om.¢ the,l?a,rty's 
activ,il>va later.on .. ,_ :" ,", '. "..'::.:'.' ;' .. 

-:Fltom'lthe:;6md; oJ J 931_to ,theuJj,rs_i half :ai,,1932)J-he 
mass movement subsided.d3\lt: -kCilm i,the,middltNlf 
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1932. onwards, it began to recover gradually. Workers' 
struggles broke out again, first of all in South Viet 
Nam where workers in many enterprises went on 
strike (those at the Testalin printing-house, the 
women workers of the towel-mill, the rickshaw men 
in Saigon, the workers of the Dau Tieng planta­
tion, etc.). Noteworthy was the demonstration against 
famine of thousands of peasants !locking from Ha 
Tien to Saigon in 1932. The struggle gradually 
extended, including people of all walks of life: 
workers, peasants, small traders, owners of smllll 
industrial concerns and even national minorities in 
the Western highlands (Central Viet Nam), in Cao 
Bang and Lang Son provinces. The movement 
extended to Cambodia and Laos. The restoration of 
the movement of the masses was due mainly to' the 
close link between the Party members and the masses, 

. their care of the people's livelihood, and Party 
leadership in the people's struggle for daily rights 
and interests. 

From the end of 1"932, after their return, the Party 
members from abroad created the Party's primary 
organizations on the border areas of Indochina and 
in the mass national minorities. Those in activity 
outside the prisons together with those released from 
prisons made full use of the legal and semi-legal 
means, used the general forms of mass organization, 
such. as the Associations for mutual aid in case of 
death or marriage, for rice-transplanting, harvest­
ing, roofing houses, football associations, reading­
t<iloms, etc., to· re-create the Party's. primary. organi­
zations. However, a number of localities, instead- of 
bringing into effect the above-mentioned tactic in the 
period of low ebb, still used such forms as distribution 
of leaflets; sticking up bills, hoisting red !lags, thus 
showing their force, and creating for the enemy the 
opportunity to repress and terrorille,so that· the 
Party's .primary organizations. newly restored there, 
were destroyed once again. ..' 
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During this period, a number of comrades knew 
how to utilize the legal means to publish newspapers 
and books, disseminate the Party's policies, partici· 
pate in the election of the Saigon Municipal Council, 
and winning victories, skilfully availing themselves 
of the debate during the election to disseminate the 
Party's minimu'm programme and educate the masses. 
But it is· to be regretted that some errors were com· 
mitted. Some comrades, lacking principle, co·operated 
with the Trotskyites who utilized this co·operation 
to influence the masses and win over a number of our 
sympathizers in South Viet Nam. Moreover,this co· 
operation sowed confusion among the masses, so 
that they could not see the sabotaging and anti· 
revolutionary nature of the Trotskyites, could not 
differentiate between the latter and the communists, 
.could not distinguish the true from the false. 
. The struggle to restore the movement irl the yeats 
1932·1935 was mainly due to oUr Party's and people's 
SUpjective effort, but it was also partly due to the 
help of the Communist International, especially that 
of the French and Chinese Communist Parties. 

The French Communists strenuously struggled 
against the French imperialists' blood~thirsty policy. 
In the Parliament, in the newspapers, everywhere,the 
French Communists protested against the repression 
of the revolution in Yen Bai, Nghe Anand Ha' Tinh 
provinces by the French .colonialists. The French 
CdrtJltiIUnist· Party also led the French workers and 
working people to .combine their struggle ,with the 
VietnamesepeopJe. These acts, imbued withprdle· 
tarlan .international spirit,encouraged the Vietnamese 
p.eople very· much. . .' 

During the years of low ebb, the Chinese Com' 
munist Party always followed the Vietnamese 
ievol.uhiol11 and.. strovehy .evei'Y' means to hell> .the 
Vitetilamese revolutionary·movement torecovef;5he 
letter"s.ent hy·'theChlnesllCommunist 'Party' to 'the 
Indochinese.C(;)mmunist Part~in 1934' s·a.id·:··«For 



marty years the Chinese and Indochinese Commuriist 
Parties have' had close connection because of the 
brotherly love in the struggle' against the common 
enemy» ... 

In that' period, the Soviet Communist Party trained 
many leading cadres for our Party: Comrades' Le 
Hong Phong, Ha Huy Tap and many others were 
trained in the Soviet Union, and they returned to 
China and France, seeking means tb coritact· the 
comrades at home to restore the movement. 

According to the policy of 'the Communist Inter· 
national, in early 1934; the Overseas LeadIng 
Committee of the Indochinese ConuIil)nist Party was 
pfficially fOunded in Macao (China), he,aded j;)y 
Comra(i.e Le Hong Phong. Its task was to l).nify ~he 
Party's' organization in the ,CountrY, tr1!in leadirig 
c1!dres anQpreparefor thdirstCongress of the Party. 
Jtpublished the, ·Bolshevik to criticize the errors. and 
guide' fh¢, inass movement at Ilome. an(l pnlclic'ally 
did tl)e task' of a PrQvisionalCentriJlExecutive 
Committee ,of the Party, .', ,. '. . 
, The .firstConli{ress was. held. from March 27 to 
MiliCh 31, ,1935, i.n J~1ac!l0' ;1~n cor.nr~de$, representiIlf; 
~re~~t):. .. ,org~nl~~tI9n;.,!n .'I1~t., Nam. '. ,a~4i ,L.~O,S: 
;,.J'l)eCongress! adopted,th~ !ollowingl~lI~s of action; 

;.' ,1 .... iTo .consolidate ,a.11ld· develop the' Party ,strength· 
en; itsi,forces by !developing the Party: membership 
100" the: 'enter.ppises,'pla'ntatiohs;· along.· ~he 'comlliuNi' 
catiolil !dries illldl ioo the·enemy's apmy;.'\>y'lncrea$~rig 
the;'n\utrber·df 'elite,,?erty .'membeus ,'In .,the "Party,'s 
leading organs and' of reserve'ca:d~es! fO'r,:these 
Qrg-ans.: ~i;::fi ; , ;(,' .",", i ':;;j ;.: ,;'i;:'U 
""2' ...... '1!:o·· :lVinJl0veN'IlJfoild' 'masses) 'es'Pllbi'aHy ,t<:,': 'lHl~ 
art!len~i'I!)fi to tha'rIlltiQNal"}!liIltiorrities'; WomeIll',1 '~lll\!lieps 
i~ Ithe!enemy'tattkslll(;)l'atli{l1)1 Iresxdahts;'.ianeb rlOI ipuM 
anti ·.dOFlS()J(Ilai1i~: ,the; 'C6lnmunlsf1 YOJlith" iA~s(;)ciatI6Fli, 

oRI)d' Tril'"h~' Uhion,I:Re-d ,Peasantgl!lAssbciatlQri;)('~et!I 



Assistance and Self-Defence Unit; to found the Anti­
Imperialist Unified Front. To utilize all the legal and 
semirlegal forms in our activity. 

3 - To struggle against imperialist wars, to 
support the Soviet Union and Soviet China. To make 
our people consider these problems as those related 
to their own rights and interests. 

The Congress elected the Party Central Executive 
Committee comprising nine comrades, among them 
Comrades Le Hong Phong, Ha Huy Tap, and Phung 
Chi I<ien. 

The Party Congress in Macao as well as the acti­
vities of the Overseas Leading Committee succeeded 
in unifying the Party's organizational system and the 
Viet Nam revolutionary movement under the leader­
ship of the new Central Executive Committee. The 
Congress resolutions brought confidence to the Party 
members and revolutionary masses in the country, 
and prepared the conditions for the Indochinese 
revolutionary movement to rise to a new, higher and 
stronger stage. 

The shortcoming of the Congress was its failure to 
clearly analyse the fascist danger all over the world, 
the urgent task to safeguard world peace, struggle 
against fascism, war and colonial reactionaries, and 
urge for democratic freedoms, and improvement of 
livelihood, etc. 
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and found a broad front with the other classes and 
strata of people in order to struggle against fascism 
and war. 

The Communist International's resolution had a 
deep, wide and strong echo throughout the world. 
Fascism developed, but the movement against fascism 
and war was also rising. The Spanish Popular Front, 
thel Anti,J,apanese Unified: Nat)qnat Front in China 
ilPd. p~rtiFul,arly the Fret;ch Popular Front had a 
great inftuenceon Indochina. On' May 3, 1936, the 
RreneHIPopi:ilar Front won a ,resounding victory In 
the;,8'9fa1 ;elections in France, ~nd. afterwards .a 
gove'rrifhent of the Popular .p~ont came to power in 
France. This event greatly encouraged the peoples 
in the French colonies. 

In Indochina, it was due.to the consequences of the 
economic. qisi& imd. pI the French imperia1ists~pollcy 
of repression lI11,d .deceit thllt .thevllrious strata ,of 
peqple, includirigthen<ltionai oourgeolSie.and the 
democratic. prominent, personalities,.couid hl\rdly 
pre.athe, ane:! hoped for n.ecessary <jempcratic changes. 

I'n ,this. !situation" the Central Committee held ~ 
SWlsion. in. )uly i936,convened, ,by Comrade,,/-!e 
liLong Phong.easing. itself· on tb~resolution onhe 
sevepth Congress of the Communist internation.al IInQ 
stantinglfrom the concrete. condltions of Viet N am at 
tbat time, the! Sessie!» temPPP!lrily decided not to· put 
fQrtl~. thll i slogans! «To . defeat !FTepch jmPeria1i~ts:» 
IInd!« To.r,equisj!ion;thelandlords';ll!nd ,anddistri~ute 
it to the leaslln~s.~. ltadvo~ated tl1,e fo,unding . of: tl1,e 
~roa<j «. nti'.~1I1peria1ist People's Front,»~. «embra­
Cirii,(apc!a~~e~; ,politlcljl parti~s and,'. r~ngi6us 
otga:.n1ta!10ns,' I'i!nll' natlonalHies 11'lIndoch.1I1a; "tn 
9rt1e\, 'tii stritillfl.etogetheril>t· elementaryden\'ocratlc 
rt(tlrth" ft'ee6ort! "ofassodai1!iol'l; 'b'!Orglltlization; Itl! 
speech, 'M "ptiJjUcati"n~ 6~ ':movement;< and 1 df travel 
ii,_" )1\',')' !·-}i!)\"i'ii!l' iC(i -r 'J' ,":' '." 

I·/Ittet~~rd~i:: \t i:.1 ,,':,;,~ ~tiarig'JJ :ld16': [; ~ Th~'; 'I~&o~lilh(;se; Dem6craUd' 
ll'til4ell!Frbrih~ <,.Jf /!ir:'i' I,: '/); '/ ,,'i,,! ',>1 i'l' ,t,; :,:'1 
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abroad, general amnesty for political prisoners, eight­
hour work-day, labour law for workers, enlargement 
of. economiC and financial services, colonial councHs, 
Chambers of People's representativesi» * 

. The Session stressed: to enable the Front to have 
a broad mass basis, the forms of mass organization 
must be changed to legal and semi-legal ways; we 
have to make full use of the legal and semi-legal 
means to educa,te the masses, creating a strong 
movement of struggle to gain democratic rights. 
. WhHe struggMng legally, the Party had to conso­
lidate its own illegal o'rganization, and ,carryon its 
illegal work; in the mass organizations the' Party 
had to pay attention to the admission of. new Party 
members; etc. ' 

The Session criticized the «leftish and conserva­
tive"ideas which paid. attention to the illegal;work 
only, arid;protested against the . legal work, which 
only,took into account the worker;' and peasant 
masses, and were ,unwilling to 'co-op'erate broadLy 
with the allied Jo\'ces, the Tevolutionary national and 
reformist national parties. But on the other' hand, it 
also took precautions against rightist tendencies ,:' not 
to' educate the Party mernbersand masses on the 
revolutionary aimlhat is to liberate ,Indochina from 
imperialist yoke and wipe out every feudal ,vestige 
in Indochina; to 'give up class stand; to hinder the 
workers ',in their, struggle ;agilinst ,the,bourge0isie 
and' the 'peasants in' their. struggle" agaillst the 
landlclrdsiehV"';;', ' ,,; .. ' '''''' '",. 
" TheCentrill' Session,held;oJiJ!'July",1936' '!iad,an 
hhport\lnt 'SignifiCance; it opened a new 'period of 
tlevelopment (for'the' Vietnamese teve lution;' Itscor,rect 
resolutions amended those of the first Party ;Congress, 
Rtom ><this>.GentMill SeSSiOIl,'1JUlr;P;arty, broughV:lillto 
p!Jiliy",ff; Ifiellible(:etMtegy, 'broadlywlnl!lil!lg I 0/1'er the 

, '~'Exc'etttt' 'from" the" ,ao~jjlll;~nt::'·1(--Ar~un:d ·the- 'Indt'lchlne~e': Gdtnmutllst 
l)arty,'s New PQlicy» publhJhed' 011 October 30, 1936. 



allies.. ,h0,weyer 'small", aNd wavering" ,to ,str,uggle 
t1llfi§ethertemporati1~', against the" 'c~lonial, reaction· 
ames, ,a,nd: ,uMizll alL legal 'and, seml,l¢gal ,means, to 
make propagand,a; : educate, the'masses,and l'aul\¢h, 
them ,in struggle, , "I,f, :'in , the, 1930·1931" upsurge 
attel'lW:mw8s ,dev.oted to,the agitation ,0f.0nly workers 
and :pe!lsants:by ,our Panty, now, besilie: ,the wonkera 
An.c:ipeasants ,who 'are the basic revolutionary loreea, 
the Party ajso :W!ilH overbroad 'alliecld0,rces, to sat 'up 
a fronti'/J in,:the 1930+1931 upsurge only illegaUorms 
okstruggle ,were'used,,'now,' ou'r: PantY:,s'kilfull~',U$ed 
the ,Legal ,and! ,semiileg,ali@nms of, &,truggk 811d'Gotn; 
bined, the' illegal 'w1,th the ~legaL, wo~k ,'This, showed 
that '€lur Party mad :develoj):eda step further.,: ,,, 

In this period, Comrade Nguyen Ai ,QuoCWl\s;,Jn 
Ghina,i!<I~elying, :ou:, the ,Comm\;U1i$t, International's 
reso'lutio,J!ls,:and, basing ,thimseif"qll1l' ihel docUments 
pr,inted, ,Iil\ ,thiL' lejS8,l, 'neW$,plIj)ers 'IPub1i~hEid;, in,th~ 
toun1ny, me!lSent,i\etters;to the,Party.;,;liis "Ieadillg 
ideas, :were 'CMi1posed; of the' fo,Uowing ,poi'llts :,,''';' , 
'" ,1. At'ptesent the P'arty ,(i.·e'. the In:doohinese ,emil' 
tnuhist, :Pa,rty) should 'not ,put forth ,tOOi ,high claims 
Hnd,ependebce\: Cham her ,0[;: Deputies" ,etc.)" ,To,do 
sd; is" to ,fa:!l, dnto ,:the, Jia'panese ,fascists' ,)trap" :rh,e 
Panty mllst" . Illy . claim: to the i ,democratic ,i ;rights. 
f,Pe,edom I !Of ,organization and, tne,etin~': freAdom,: ,of 
prfess')l,arr~ ,)spEleeh) g,eneral, ampe&ty; ,QI;;'political 
priaoners\"andlJstru@~le ,for, t~:lI,legality;;()f the ,Rart)'.;, 
i r!2. li',@, i 'al1hie¥e,n~hese aims', the :P.ar;t)k musit" Istti,ve 
to organize a broad national democratic, {vont.i'l\!ot 
ani)! ,!ilioll~G"'thi~ ;fr.onrl:" beMompO&e,o;l, of V~etnal1l1esei but 
IdsoJ,dti')P,rogv~saive;' Ii',renchi;, not'JonlY\lm;u&t It I dncl\lde 
vaniouB"strataj bf;worklngl,p;¢opl,e/]:}u.{ laleo !the ',national 
b0,Ul'.geoisie.I::1\'·:; 't;;'-itl-')(fi ; ! ',<,"H!t ') :b(i')I~H: ~IHil!'!qr';"i 

, o);()wlilllJ(toi t~eilRar:tY':6 ,/lou.ect Uirne'Ilofla.!lUflu",the 
ml8sa 'I mO\l\llllil!lnL, gcli~, (Mery' ': '~tn'l\nl!l'ly" i,o'plftlililgI:hb1l 
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detlllocratic movement' was. the 'agitatiClln ,for the 
organization of the' IndbchineseCongrass iin Autumn 
1936. On the'one hand, the"Pa,rty constantly ma~e 
appeals ,to the parties,. politiaal.orgaIHzaHons,.and' 
classes to combine their action la,lId· on the other;; 1he 
Party mobilized the masses, ' . orgatitized. meetings, 
handhid petitions, and claimed ,democratic,.ioteedoms. 
The movement extended from towns to countryside; 
froniSouth Viet Nam'it spread'lo:the,'whoitlcourltry; 
600 Gomrnittees ,of ,action were set 'lip ,in, ,South, ;Viet 
Namalone. In, North ,andCentrai Viet Nam,.the,move,· 
ment :aiso so'ared to' new· ,heights. AVtha! time,the 
itrtperialists' lackeys plotted toturllthe mOVemellt'in 
anotherdlrection, ,but they met', with aI')' ,em!rgetic 
opposition fr0m the m'asses;", ;,,' ",' i . 

'Faced 'with thestrol')g·'developmen! ,of ' the mnss 
mov~meJ1ltin Indodl.inn and· 'the resotindillg'Victor~"of 
the 'French, POpuillt"Front in' the ·generai f elections of 
May. 1936,' the Frenoh·\rulers' were bbl1ged (o")Weld; 
The 'government 'o1·th'e F11ehch 'P<'iptl'~ar ,FPont· was' 'In 
pc!lwerfor some m01'lths whan,'Under the' 'P~e8'I!\Jp:e'fbf 
the strong movement of struggle of the French'lInd 
Indochinese peoples.,. it haa to, d~cree ,the! 'shQ~tll:n~ng 
of working days. for. workers" to ,g~~nl"the, .>Morkers 
paid, :annual, b0!idays,.·atnnesty , o,L,th~< p<illitical p~l, 
saner&·,inIIilQochinll. tlle, .But, on, thll oth!)r,silie, it 
connived at .the;colonial reactionar\es;lwho !disSQI){ed 
the,C,ommittees,ofMtion, d I. ,I,;'"" "" .', :' ". " . 

. ;The Lndochil1lese" (i)ongtiess was forbidden,but 'the 
massrnovement, ·J:a,r :f.~om! 'dyitllg', :deN'eI0p.ed, .fur,ther. 
Inl ,AutullI1n,WiuMr.1936. ,OWiNg to ~lte' ,amn~st¥"frol'n 
th¢, ,QoNerl:unenl, ,\lJ\Jhe "li'r~lwh, Po,PU)/l); "nr,oflt,,\\t,Qlh 
s!lnd~(!)f politi9111 p,risqr~rsin ,lndocl!jp~WeJe r,ehlaS.ll~ 
including on this occasion many Party leading 
c!ldres. Our Party had thus more cadres to work 
a\TIon!l: the l'na'sseS; . and l~ad' the"l'nass1l1ovemeriti" ' 
'Nt~e~Mof. i'931(a .. ·.nd. :.Ip 193,7..,.·,.: .. \~.~rf}VII;'$"·i,~. ')M~ .. ?: 

chilj<.l"lI:· I)lI!~s:M,ji)surge demlln dmg,il!e" \1,11 p ro\'~m~nt 
of lIving stal1dards, democra.ticfreedoms, fr,eedflll);,lo 



set up trade. unions, decrease of poll-tax and. other 
taxes,etc. From AugustI5,.1936,to January 15, J9~7, 
there were in Indochina .339 mass struggles. with 
62,620. pMticipants, which included 242 strikes of 
54,625 workers in industrial or handicraft enterpris.es. 
The. most, important struggles were thegener.al strikes 
of Hongay and Campha miners .. and that of Ba .Son 
workers. (Saigon). In 1937 there were nearly 400 
strikes, the most important being the general stdke 
of raHway men. At the same time, there were hundreds 
·of demonstrations by the peasants. and the various 
strata of peot>le .. In the same year, the Party utilized 
the ~eception to the Investigation Commission of the 
French Popular Front government headed by Justin 
Godard, and the reception to the new Govemor 
General Brevie in Indochina, to gather thousant;ls, of 
peopJe from all over the ,country .tot;lemand the 
carrying. out of democratic reforms, ,etc .. These recep­
tions were in fact mass mobiliza;tions on a large sCll.lg, 
and were a terror'\o ,the French!rulers in Indochina. 
J:hey. tried. by ,every mean!> to stop the. movement b,ut 
In vain . 

. While the ·movement was soaring, the Central 
,.ExecutlveCommittee held a Session in March 1937, 
The Session stressed that every legal' means· should 
be ,made ,wide use 'Uf, the forms of organization to be 
mobile andsulted· to the circumstam!es' ,; ,not too 
rigorous. It was decided to dissolve the· 'trade union 
and 'the p.easant's\ Association, and found. ,the Assis­
tance Sooiety\an'd F1"lendlySociety ; to dissolve the 
Communist You~h Association, and· found the Indo­
chh'll!se DethocraticYouth AssoCiation *:. to dissolve 
the ,Red ASSi,sMnceand' replace'it 'bY" the Popular 

.. In tlle, .moy,el11~nt, the, (o!:m$ 0.1 mas~ Qrga,iliUtions In gener.al" -' the 

~~.'.'.¥ t~."p .. rri~~.~iat~.:?n8 '.in. P:8. rt~9U.':I¥r, ,~ere"ve.:~y; .. :ft.e,x,.jb.cle;, In s. o.m.' ~,;P!~c.!,' .•. (.h.e 
¢'V'n~ua:td',Youth A&e;ociatldPs""lt" a:rid'in others the «,Democtatl'c 'Youth 
A_~8~iht,ob8'»' 'were _o\g_a'hi'i~d;' 'Bitt 'the .name "« I~nd?c~I~~8e ~~m~fatlc 
\'outh AssocIation -»' 'was '~ore ~~'nerallzed. ,. ' '" " . . , 1 



Assistance Society. The Session decided that« every 
situation must be utilized to brganizeall the mass 
associations under legal or semi·legal forms. WheFe 
the Popular Front could not yet be founded .... 
DemocratkFronts,Committeesot Joint actions, or 
Committees of Support for French Popular Front 
could be founded according to the local situation., .. » • 

After the Session of the Central Committee i in 
March 1937. the mass movement ,took a further ,step 
forward. The primary Party organizations ,and,l11ass 
bases were strongly consolidated, ,and develqped. 
Party leadership at all levels was' reinforced. 
membership increased. By March 1938 the ,party 
membership had increased by 60 per cent. Concerning 
the mass 'organizations. in the towns friendly,ofga-, 
nizations of ,workers. small traders and owners of 
small industrial concerns were founded everywhere; 
sports and physical training Associations, and reading 
Saci,eties were also organized.on, a large ,scale. In ,the 
countryside. the various forms of l11ass prg!\rijzation 
were widely and rapidly developed: harvestingteams, 
rjce.transplanting teams. teams .for rooling house~. 
burial societies., hunting dubs. feastingsRP,ieties 
during the New l',.unar Year Festival. mutualilssist­
anee associations., tontines, ,etc. These, multi:farm 
organ\zationsgathered , br,oad 'ma8s~S, under, .ihe 
Party:s ,[eadersh~p. ,on the Party's initii\tive.« (he 
Associat,ion ,forihe p'opularization of ,~ational sCT\pt~ 
was founded and rapidly <leveloped; themove1J1ent 
against ,ilHteracy b,eqame an, organized, ,m/l~s 
movement. " , ,'; 

Parallel with the development of peoplers organi. 
1Iations. stDlfggles succeSSively, broke out putting .forth 
more! 'practical andcancreteslogans. The'fworKers 
struggled' for the increase of ,wages, implementation 

;-t.;Bx~~t~~: f~'Q~· :the, co~unl~uti ~f.' th~i Central 'CO~tnltt~e ~Q._ Mar~h 
20. 1931. ' . 
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ol'labour .laws,ca.rid' freedom, to.setup .trade ,unions *.'; 
the p:easants stn:iggledfor the 'decrease of poll.tax,8:l1d 
other taxes,' against new taxes, appTopriation olland, 
corvee; etc. Many struggles resulted in .great "ktories. 
Besides'the 'struggles for' economiC :interests,there 
were !the important political' strug,gles, . (such ,as the 
general' strike of the raHwnyworkers in J 937) ,which 
had an influenc~,aH ·over the country . 
• The Party thoroughly utHized the legal books and 

newspllpers.astwea'pons for its stru·ggle. Dan"Ohung 
(people's. Mass), . 'Party's centra,1 organ,.'Jlin ·Tue 
(NeWs')' 'and many other, newspapers, of the Party 'and 
Dem\lcrlltic Youth Association, either written in, Viet; 
namlJse'Or'in FrenchliH'Igtiage, laidbare:,the rotten 
colonial' 'and semi· feudal regime., They reflected, the 
wotking"people'spoor·H!ei 'pointed out the aspirations 
of the various strata of pe0ple,: and, demanded lmpi'O",e­
rneritsin HVing standard's and' democratic' reforms." 

'Besidesthe 'newspapers; i many 'progressive hOoks 
Wereptiblished by' the 'Party, aimed ' atbrirtgihg 
M'arxism'Lertiriism' ar\dthe. Par'ty'spdlicies . to' the 
wiaesfsectlorts of the people. The, book The Pe'asan~ 
Q\iestion wtitten 'byCbmrades1'ruongGhfnh and Vd 
N~uy'~nGi~p, courageo~sly,~cc1?sed t~~ imperia:Iist~ 
lmd'feu'dahstsof ctuelhes' towards Vietnamese pea­
sllnts. It faithhj\lyr~tlefted the, Vietri{lmese' peasants' 
nte, andpoi#ted.out 'their Impor'tlll'1;trol¢! 'in' .theViet: 
(lamesa tevo)j1iiQh.'lptlu¢i'ice~!'l\y 'Jthe' Pa'rtY;"mahy 
#i'itei's" wrote good 'works,' Ilhd;c6ntributed,tbthe 
strUggle' 'against various< 'kihd's of reactIonary iatld 
prostitute literature. To Huu's poems ,began' to 
conquer ;the" ,hel\rts of'the masses; . , , , " 'r 
:j:Mbr,1l0ver'th~ae~ivitybf 'the Pavty iiclihe'mat!ei'!:o! 

b00ks"llnddriews,papers 'was>! tile link in'Ahe'1relation 
betwael'l the; lega.htl!ld: the iHega.!. 1Notkofdhe:f\jlirty;, 

• On the one hand the illegal organization of trade "unloit"w8S 
c'A'n\!eiled( 'but" /ji1"ltl-e bthl'!r;" )th~: 'freedom "to\"s'ef' up,·!tra(le J1urtt'OR.1tmOst 
,be claimed. . ,',"('! ," 
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and 'I>layeddbe. role: of,: Uaisonbe!ween, the, Party 
members land I the, masses .. Hhadan dmportant part 
in.itne ,work oi'lpropaganda and organization of the 
P~'atthat'time,. ' 
'~Inthis ,peti'<'>d .. the Partyworkedto found the Tndtl­

chFnese 1D~!rtotrat!~ : Front.' In this Front,l}esitl'es the 
grbilps"of C0mmutiIfsts' working tlpenfy;there Were the 
Hanco-Vietnamese 'grou'p :belonging' t'o ,the French 
SOCialist Party,:the,«,TuLuc' Van D0an'» group, the 
[!'lendly , orga'nizations of workers, . small traders, 
dwriers'ohimall dhtitistriaI: ~oncerns"etc, Thanks I to 
its:work;:the Pady'won, v,ictory,;iJ1l the elections, of the 
GC)UnciLof People's ,'Representatives in Central and 
Nonth:jViJ!t,Nam, . "'i"': ." 
",hlliCentral! Vie~ NiamJ the ,Patty' w,as 'able to enlarge 
the' ,Front,: Winning" QVief , even! .«th,e ,J 884, group, », •• ; 
Th'm~f(m;,·in: the. eleotiQl!l of, the" C0\1m:il, of Pl!oP!e"s 
Repr,e.s~ntatives .inI93'7,thnOemocratic Front won 
yictQry ~.I;\cj.held t1;le seat~ of ~ha;i~man,! )lice.chaIrman 
l\l1d:ijf~t.:seGretary.; ",'i:,., 'i,., ,'l, ' 

;, In Norr)) Viet, Namii,thanks to ,the.p:arty'S.cofrect 
Frplltpoli~y.tl1e 'pcll1pcraVc front he~<! !15s~ats in 
the e,)ecli<;lll :61 the,Council of P'eople's Representatives 
ip,',~r~Y18;d!; .:\:,[';I,),·_':',;I,.,>,I:£;:I.r::':[I·;"'; ":>'i: ':::':' ,'), . -:' :,1:-'; 

,,~I~Ii()lI!i\'n"A~:electi(Jljl'Yl\~ ,yery JJr;niye~ :a!1d. sa!>,,?, 

~~~~i·.~~~t,~~~ti~e~~~,:i1l1\X~M~IJMh:~~~~;~bh~~,t~ 
and Flrlahclal:'<~otjncil, Ulehlgpest orgah «elected 
by the pt!ople»lifh' 'Inl:ltichina in' !this p'e~iod:" '.:', 

But the Democratic Front did no!\vih victory''!;' 
the"elllatioiNJf the NlamBo ~S(juth ,Viet 'Nam,)'jMuni­
cipal :CZouneil .in :,.i:\J39,:i :The! Tr,otskyites ~a'htllged 
arttl rldtsiq:pted" the :F!lIrty,'s:. policy ... ,utVlI!l:ecj, : Ii>:8Jhadieris 
s.tinr.ertc\en ito fascism at ,Miunioh ;lmID Itltetldelay. in: the 
carrying, out 'of: 'Suitable;denlbe~Min'!lefDrmS ;indno(i), 

';;:i""I!ltdUtlnaJ Lgroup"clal~inll~·tHe -return of, the',,1884, 'Ilreatf.··s1gOttd .. by~ the 
Nguyen dynasty and the French colonialists In 1884. "'>! >.' 
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china by the Government of the French Popular Front, 
to sow doubt in the masses about the Party's policy. 
On the other hand, we were subjective, did not lay 
bare the Trotskyites' schemes, and tended to belittle 
the. work of agitating the grass-root mass.es. In the 
book Tu Chi Trlch (S.elf-criticism) (published on July 
20, 1939), C01l'1rade Nguyen Van, Cu" correctly 
analysed the. causes of defeat and drew lessons from 
this election .. At the same time ,he criticized the 
« leftist» tendency which wanted' to «overthrow the 
constitutional party». and the rightist tendency which 
wilntedto« rally all parties andc1assesof the popu· 
lation; except the reactionary elements », making.no 
distinction between progressive and, reactionary 
elements and parties. In !this book, Comrade Nguyen 
Van Cu also exp,lained all aspects of the Party's 
strategy in the period of the Democratic Front. There' 
fore not only had it the effect of correcting the immed­
iate shorcomings within the Party, it was also a 
document summing up the Party's experiences In 
carrying out 'agitation inside the Front in this period . 
. In 1936-1937, the Party wOh successive victofies, 
and its influence. rose steadily. To develop these 
victories further, the Central Committee in its March 
1938 S.ession decided (0 give the All-hldochinaFront 
a unified ;name, the «Indochinese Demociatic'U nlfied 
Front» (briefiy« Indochinese Democratic Front»). 

The Ses~ion emphasized the Party's llr,[ncipJe 01 
demo~\atic ,centralism: . 

i<.Either . .open on underground, all organizations 
must: .ol!>.ey the Party's leading· organ. Organizations 
operatiNg' openlYiare not on aneqital footing with the 
Gentral Goml1ll1tteeorat: other respective Party levels. 
!<t·isonlya.p!lr-fo Ofi ;the .. Party'sorganization.» • ' 

. "', Excerpt 'from, the 'resolution of ,the Centra'~' Committee ,'on. ,March 
29'- 30. 1938. 
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The SeSsiorL also set the whole Party the task of 
carrying on the struggle, so that it could act legally, 
and strengthen the relation between the Party and 
the masses. . 

Implementing this resolution, our Party continued 
to develop every ability to act legally, and further to 
enlarge the Democratic Front. Thanks to that, the 
movement developed stronger and stronger. Not only 
workers and peasants, but also small traders, owners 
of small industrial concerns, students, civil-ser­
v.ants, etc. participated in the struggle in increasing 
numbers.Worker'strikes, Schbol-st~ikes and market­
strikes followed . one after the other_ Most noteworthy 
w'as the meeting on May Day 1938 during which 50,000 
people, including people of all strata in Hanoi, put 
forth slogans claiming democratic freedoms, the 
freedom to set up trade unions and the improvement 
of. the people's livelihood, and in support of the French 
Popular FronL It was' a demonstration of the huge 
force of the masses under the Party's leadership which 
sowed terror among the colonial reactionaries. The 
meetings and demonstrations of scor.es of thousands 
of people combined with the struggle in the Trung Ky 
(Central Viet.Nam) People's Representatives Council 
on September Hi, 1938, succeeded in cancelling the 
dtaft.onhead;tax put forth by the. French; 'rhe close 
oombination of 'the struggles of the masses with those 
wagedl.'in ,the.pressand' the council was the condition 
fOfvictory of all the struggles from 1936 to 1939. 

While the democratic movement in ourcounti-y was 
developing, the danger of . a world war was increashl'lJ. 
T·he Japanese irnNitatist linperialists 'Iauncheda large" 
scale aggression against China and directly threat' 
ened I.ndochina; The Party: launched the ,m,wement 
t(i)'! support the .Ghinese .peop Ie in their resistance 
ageainst Japah·. This ,moveMent. 'Was enthusiasticall1y 
wetcomed"bythe. 'masses'.dnmany ·places subspri.p­
tionahdletes ,wereorgan-ized, to igetmoney~; ;clothes 
ambmedle/nes M,. help;theChinese army'resishLapan. 
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At lhesame time the Party! put forth the slogan .«To 
defend Indochina », and demanded th'3t the French 
government decree every democratic freedom, improve 
the people's livelihood, grant an amnesty to anpoli' 
tical prisoners, and give allowances to: ,the. soldiers' 
f amBies, etc. At that time, there were two wrong 
tendencies within the Party: «To defend. Indochina 
with conditions» .and «to defend .INdochina without 
conditions ». 

The .first. was: H Fral1ceis unwilling to implement 
the Indochinese people's demoQratic claims, they will 
qot def.end .Indoohina together 'with France . 

. The·secondwas:lf the fascists attack Jinilochih8; 
the.ln<;tochin~se people wUL certainly have, to lfight 
against, them,· ,witho.ut :demanding, Francell1ake 
cdncessi.onsAo them. . . . .. ..,. , 

Both tendencies were negative, didl !lot :start ':~rom 
the Indochinese people's irtterestsarid, from 'the 
necessity to defend the Indochinese people's life an'd 
property against thel!)loodthksty fascists. The Party's 
correct policy, of themo!ilent was :as:France was not 
yeUurning to fascismi the Party must lead the Indo, 
chillese ,people tOllstruggle 10 force' France: hH:lefertd 
Ihdochlna together with the Indochinese people,;, to 
compel. France to iimplement democratic Jreedoms)and 
to imp.ro'le,the people's livelihoOd I so:thabthe·.people 
wou,ld: i actively .. defend· Ind.ochirta .. "rh'e> ,Indochinese 

) peCDple,must· anm! themselves to' ,resist the: aggJies.sive 
fascistsi; they must defend Indochina: on their; own 
initiative! and not passively sup.port"the ;defell¢e! of 
IQ,liIochin& with, ,or; iwithou!. ,conditions, .. ! .Whe,JPaJlty 
struggled .to.unify;.the, ra:nks;,oi r;the,PartY.!''l>nL this' 
qu~stion~ i j i'l::)" iil;'~ :;, Y) '.11:1" !I()! ",,!~!:~,\; '::1: :~ 
J,,]al'Fl'8limtaih 'the, l?,a,rttyls;,line;8Ind",poHcy,:i,h hthis 
periodr:c.it wag, necess!lry, to.' sthiiggle!' against; tile 
«'leftist... rl'8.nrow<ll1inded"'ltendelloYi. which'. appbs~d 
c(j)i-'apenatiomwii1h ·,t\wlnationai;refritrnist ·par,tie&I;.'!a:nd 
the icdmservaiiveiihinkihg,il\rhi+h, w8sl'agahrtst, the. use 
of: Jeg:a1,· > and ."semhleg'al:tnethocts': to: pm:jl:a!g!andii.zll.; 

60 



educate, organize the masses, and ,lead them in 
struggle, At the same time, the Party had to struggle 
against the rightist tendency, the unprincipled co­
operation with the Trotskyites, and the tendency to 
lay bare all our forces, and not pay attention to 
illegal work. 

In the same period, besides the internal struggle, 
the Party had to struggle permanently against the 
policy of repression and demagogy of the colonial 
government. It had to struggle against the Trotskyites 
who were trying by all means to sabotage our Party's 
line and policy. When the Party called for the found­
ing of the «Democratic Front », they advanced the 
slogan for the setting up of the «Worker-Peasant 
Front ». When our Party founded the «Democratic 
youth Association» they advocated the setting up 
of the «Communist youth Association ». When our 
Party put forth the slogan «To defend Indochina », 
they issued the slogan «To turn the imperialist war 
into a revolutionary civil war », etc. Concerning these 
problems, the Party had to expose the Trotskyites' 
schemes in order to maKe the masses clearly realize 
that they were saboteurs and imperialists' lackeys. 

In a word, during the period of agitation for demo­
cracy (1936-1939), our Party scored many achieve­
ments and drew many rich experiences from the use 
of every legal and semi-legal means to disseminate 
Marxism-Leninism, agitate the masses to struggle 
for immediate demlmds, develop and consolidate the 
Party and masS organizations, and closely combine 
legal and illegal work to fulfil the revolutionary task. 

However, . during this period the Party also had 
some shortcomings; Firstly, while supporting the 
government of the French Popular Front and the 
defen<;e of Indochina, the Party did not consider the 
national problem thoroughly_ Secondly, the Party did 
not put forth the j)roblem of rent and interest reduc­
tion as slogans of struggle for the improvement of 
the peasants "livelihood, 



IN WORLD WAR If, THE PARTY FOUNDED 
THE NATIONAL UNITED FRONT AGAINST 

AGGRESSIVE FASCISM, DIRECTED THE 
SPEARHEAD OF THE REVOLUTION AT THE 

FASCIST IMPERIALISTS AND VIETNAMESE 
TRAITORS 

In September, 1939, World War II broke out in 
Europe; as impli\rialist France was one. of the coun, 
tries involved in it, Indochina was also fhrowrt into 
this conflagration. The French rulers ordered general 
mobilization irt Indochina. The number of taxes, 
loans, subscriptions and lotteries increased day by 
day; vehicles and boats were requisitioned. In the 
enterprises, working hours were increased and wages 
decreased and many youths were cOllsc'ripled into the 
army. But the problem which drew the Frerichimpe· 
rialists' particular attention was that ,o/.consolidahhg 
their rear, .of I\nnihilating the revolutionary fotce in 
the country sO tqat they could carry.on the'unJ).lst 
Waf with .an easy mind .. Tl)e elementary <,Iell1ocra!ic 
rights ga,inedby the workers.,and.peasantsin the 
period ,of agitation for democracy. (1.936-1939) were 
abolished. All democr:aticorganiz.ations, friendly 
soci~tles were dissolve<,l.i .freedom . .ofmopagancl?:/lind 
of. meeting .were 'abolished, The Premisesl, oJ ·t/!~ 
Party's> legal. new:spaperswere ;searched, their per,soll, 
neVarre!ited; and' fheir· property ,seized. Persecutions 



and' massacres were carried out everywhere. In 
September 1939 alone, there were 1,051 police raids 
and arrests in North Viet N am. 

After the outbreak of war the French Communist 
Party was outlawed. Our Party ordered the organs 
and cadres working legally or semi-legally to rapidly 
withdraw to underground work. That is why, gen-

er Itlly .. i ~p. eJlki.,ng ... , ,i ~,s,', (Q rcl1 .... w. a.~. kc;.p. A . ..1p. tJwt,'.·/ No .. lI'. ',~., N. ~r, due)O tlly eiJetri~:f~()!iS¥?perror, ,o4r,P~f ¥ s~l\eled 
heavy1osses_ "",' ,-" I j H.'.',. . . , 

Faced with; tli'e-ue'nerliy\~ ~)(j'fferisii;~! ;~iiil ;Ja1i~fI the 
sighing of thH''dviM,<3e6mailtHileaty,)of<.hbD,agl!'reS\l? 
ioni."aJ.: n,uml;>er, iofU ;Party} mEll1'lkj!.r~ '11l1);d In<ilnioB'!)'~ty 
members became cont4,1l,~q 1 arull wavering. To over­
come this state of min8, ort'S'eptember 29, 1939, the 
Party issued a communique on « The present political 
line"," and). he.)' Partv, CQ1l,l. m. j.tt.~e,of ~"c.J,<t";,I'(,N, .. q~th . 
VietN ·).ubllsl)ed' \n~ b&ok,flie' "~'ler't(J199, js 
A'lways~a~Efil\ 'toNac'e til. eip'l~lli 'ttle~bVi'¢t 'Uriion'~ 
policy' of' peate'," t6"unffy"tli'e': Ways of ~Ilfrl~rrt'g alia' 
roOking at' tJje"sitt\ii~lOri' ahd \I1lih'edl'il~e!taiSk!f{'6ftliet 
Party. Alothe'<$ame time, it 'w3.saeuilledl to trilhs'fiir(~hll' 
cehtral, pbintof'!\ctivily; froml th.€ town: ,tollhe, cou1'lrliny>i 
sid",., lI'hiSJ. policy i ,was., 'V~ry. jm~ontant,dl~pl\oJ.l.se;~b~, 
yqunt};y~i!l~ ; ,1¥)js, ,th.'lplafe",}VlJ.~r~" t/).~, ,f!n~m)'i~f'91I\', 
c~i;i1~f~; of, n* }VI,I~ relat\')!11¥w~~k,,;t'nltii'J'pr~il'.'JP:,a,~. 
11;\\W"1' °jil·1Wr-t4l\\tM tpcqm~ '\!l~P ,sJ,q~e, sPtj!!lch,~IIl\, t,~~ 
neAsapf mas~es to ma1<;e. pronal:>'anda, ,'f)rgapize them, 
MJ'd' 't't' '/liif6fln' 't~~n~ount "~id 'l J~'ll' td i. Ii" te~Ol'Uflbtilitm.' 
I:Jas .. ·~"'.')~. w.,a~"tHiIiIlb;!t.· J~61s de~'it ."!f"/Ii .i1l.e:'IH.reC'tld ' 
6hV6l'k'fHaf', tlt{splte £~e'~beqj' is rehil~d It'djjr~iisii:l' J 
t1\!!'ttMllufio'ri'aff forte *d no J ill'estfoy\)d1 'its'i/ii'lJ 9aOl 
1'931;" btl!!i :i:itP~h~i' l!ontf'II¥Y,iU "~frtfdK irl'lhit%ll a#!li>ll.g 
mlUlori~ 'or, tdmng p:e'Ii!S8'nt~;' In aklnl!'Jililt'eJm\>o 1 ut~n,ap)! 
rtlhVert'lent.'t\ltl1teJt' ialj!jdi"strol1ller~()' ",)1. II f.. .1 mlw oil g 

1" wi~k Cifne" tlUlfjre'~l{ ''b'i'wBr I cl)'Wilf,ll'pi'ilifiCWF IJliiti@$ 
!lila ipblrcle:s "$lflta'biil" t<l)' )th~l"tlIlW ') 1l0l'ldi1!il0U$,Jlweite 
i'rt'e(!'edl livJll(I\'r:ellrbeJ'I'19:i19llth'e'J&Il~sit.lDlDfJ~t1 <il1l41~1. 
OI!lJ<litfu~tteel f~pdrutCiued·, by) 'N~YllntlVlljl1tfC \.t) fitbta\ct:aS I!,ll't 
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t{!.tiH'yGeneral: 'of, tlie !i>!arty, Phan Dang i LUll and 
!Jed Duan.,d'ecided' ,tpf0,und"the 'Indochinese' Anti; 
fmperlalist 'National ,United"Fr0,ntirt order t0, unify 
y,aTiolJis;,strata: ofpeop!e, so(lial' classes"and, Indo~hi­
nese mlll-tonAlities,. and. direqte,(,! the spearhead 0,f. ,thil 
rev01utiQnagai\1st fasdstimperilllism. ' " 
":1'he,$'es,sicin assessed that the anti-imperialist and 
al1ti.fet.idal; tasksiwere·two' basiC tasks 'of the Vietrtam, 
eS\J 'bourgeois, ,democratic ,revohlti0n. But at the 
moment'tne'!n'atiomrl; danger was the more seri0,us.' 
«"Ill,tom thei istandpointof nationa,l liberation,·CO.n~i'd­
er-ingl the na:tiona·1interesti as >supreme;all "the 
~roblems" ofHhe' ,revolution,' ,evert that of. land,·must 
be'sohied according. ,to. th,is' aim. That is, why, 'while 
advoaatingJ the, Indoqhinese Anti"Iunperialist, N aliona 1 
United Front" ,the houl1geois 'democratic revolution 
C!lIil;\y' confiscated ~he lands 01; the: landlords:, whtl 
befrnyed, the· naii0nal interesi..,,*. 
'!''Pl\eS:es~ion 'iilsd assessed that the i:mperia!istwat 
Iind'the'f!a~CiS1 rUl'e would 'anger the: people,"and the 
reY6IUtWh~ woU~d' bre'all! till!.. Oig(eat, importance was 
tl1~ ptilUic,al lli1e ,o/'the '8'essibn"to' advance to' the 
foundingdf the' Int!ot'i'Iinese' Deitl'ocratic Republic and 
811Pp,ressi,the sIIDgan,«:To. ,foUnd! the SovietplDiwer !by 
theiworkiers,.':peasants, a:nd,'s0LdiEirs",~ ': 'i' ,i," i," 
"I,t:ar~ode.cidedi'tb.consolitia~e ,:tlieParty : in evepy 
aspect; 'mlikingthe 'Party unified' in mil1d'a5 iwelkas 
i1i.! a!cUoh:>!"'!·\, '\ ,,',' '(:' 'I (')',,:," ,"r: 
~ 'Tne' Nb'veri1b~rI93~ Session' df ih~ Cehtral Cdm' 

" -, , I' 

mittee marked a turning·point in the' ~ie'!rtali1e'Se 
pev(I)lutionarYim(l)"ernenL . i'", , " ""',' ,i 
: ''I'he'V'i~tn;ariresepeople ,werEl"struggling' to' imp Ie·: 
rrleht'thei P.at~yis "ReW poHtlcai'Hne,with matters 
mllvlrilf'$Wiftly' aMlome:; and ,!lbroaddri,:J u,ne, 1.940: 
Rua1tde; "wills /:oo¢ujiied j,by. ,the, Gen~art" 'fa$~i~t8., In. 
SiejiJtemqer, , "ili940\ , "btuioohma .. , Was:: JUvadedJ, by ,the 
-t:'liV 'Hlt ';U£ ','i~~l: ;:~,; ;, ,.:': ,-" ",: : ii' , ,,i ·ij 
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Japanes{\ f~scists. Tl1eiFrenchcolonialisls surrend~red 
to· them, conniving at their occupying Indochina. But 
thanks' to tlieir longstanding undaunted .struggle~nd 
to 'their education by the Party, the Vietnamese peop.le 
rosetb fight'the FreJiIch 'and Japanese', On; September. 
22, 1940, Japanese troops attacked Lang Son. Defeat· 
ed,.theFr.ench army withdrew ;and passed byB-ac Son 
district:dn·their .wa.y' to ·the delta. On September,· 27, 
H140, the Bac Son people, under theleader.ship of the 
locai·Party branch rose up., putting forth .the siogan 
«Against the Friench.Japanese ,imper.ialists »,.and 
disarn:ied the· defeated· French· .trc1l0ps. to. arm them­
selves.' ,During' ,the insurrection the.J apaneseand 
Freneh were ieagued· ;togethell' ;inorder to. give the 
French colonialists ,kliM6m to repress the Vietnamese 
revolution. Comrade Tran Dang Ninh was: sent to 
B:ac SOl1;,l:>y, the FlIirtyCorimrtttee':<i>f North'Viet Nin:n 
to lead the insurrection, The Bac, Son people heid a 
meeting .!It Vu Lang tO$etllp the revollltionary power, 
but hecaus.e oftheirlack:of g){periqnce ,and vigjiance, 
they were .s.u,rprised by a. ,freQch attac~ .. The ins.ur· 
relltiolilists. withdrew .to· thelprest and founde.d the 
first Vietnpmese. guerilla: unit~Jed,by th~ Party. , 

~In su-pportol'theBac Son movement, upon receipt 
of the Party Central. C6mrriittee's directive, 'a number 
oflocalitieseomb\ned,their. struggle, especially. at 
Ngoo).',Trao: . :(Thaeh, .Tl1.anh. d\strJct,. Thanh. Hoa 
province). The struggie led to the organizat~ol), of. 
aqned f9rC~S'i tl:J,at ilfterwards b,aq ,todisperse:amo,ng 
th.E\,pqpu.jatiol),::. ".....,.,.,. , . 

In spite 01 its deleat, the B.ac Son insurrecti.on ia:id 
ba;n~theJI\'p<!~~§eand: F11en~h fascists'. sc\!emes,and 
gave;birth;~Q;o1.W'.;t1rst:,peQpie's arrped force undeF the 
ie'llclersl1lLjll loti: Our, .Party, •. 11h[s .. :armed: loroe.gr Il.duaUy: 
d:eveloped .andl :becan:ie the «Vieb"i:alll' iN a.ti.ona'L.,SaJ~ 
vatioij'i Ai:niy*!", The>: Baa. ;Sdn.i.iomsurre<Jtfon. l.openecl"a: 
new historical page 01 armed struggle lor the Viet· 
llame56·,peopJewLLbrpkeout.whLie·th.epe.opie thr,ough· 



out th,,; country were not yet prepar~d, hence the 
insurrectionary forces had to fight alone. But the 
lesson drawn from the Bac S'on insurrection was,verY 
us~ful. and servedas.a basis for preparation foX the 
August generaLinsurrection later. ..', 

, Simultaneous with the ihrushof the Japanese .army 
in Notth Viet Nam, the Siamese army attacked Cam' 
bodia. The French colonialists forced the Vh!tnamese 
people,; first of all the people a! the South"and the 
Cambodian people to go to the front as cannon-fodder. 
Boiling with hatred. for the French colonialists and 
refusing ,to be slaves ,of the Japanese and ,French 
imperialist, and at ,the same time strongly enco\l' 
raged by the spirit of the Rae Sari insurrection,out 
pepple in South Viet Nam were ready to stril;e back. 

Alithat moment, anumberof.the Central,Commlttee 
merrlb'ers such a's Comrades Nguyen Van CU,LeHong 
Pl\'ong; Ha Huy Tap;' and De Duan, wereatreMecl: 
The, Central Qommittee members remainibg in1$outli 
VietNam'arid'in the NamKy Committee' intend'e~~Q 
I¢M the people in NamKy to rise up inordertotu~n 
r~e Fra,l)co-Siamesr"Y8r . into a }evolutionary<;iyll 

. ~Ilr, .. an~sent Comr<\~~Phaf1 DangLuu toNQrth,V,ti]t 
rtl~mt9,a\tend the ,Sl\lve.J1th Central.Se~siori.oCJM 
.)? ,BITt)) ;:artd ,a.skfor dlr.e~l!Ves. aoo,lj,t thts qlleshqn., (iJ,n 
Q,c.tober, )940" the &~ssioJ11, ,~ash~ld ,ill' 13ac"r;,1inh; 
COm'ra:des Phan D,al1gLuu, liqang Quae Viet",lioaJ}1it 
Val1lthu, Tr\t(mg Chinh,· and ~raI1Da.ng. Nilll1 ,a.tt~nilt 
ed"iv,le(Sdme, memQerS0J the ,Cel1traICpmmLjjt~,e"dl;d 
no1i"attetiId'ti>ecause(hey were ,occupied in$.outh V,iet 
N'!ltrl:V' .,,( i.:,.""..·'" ".', ',,1"'. ",'>1 . 

'\'l'l'te;seven~h 'Central Sessidn'lIilalys1!d the'sitti'aftbfi 
lit' IlOmellatldJ :!lbroad', tlelirl~" :pc!iintedout: the! dialllger 
f'OJihtIre;:;In'dClchineile' ,people: do, ,f'ace ,two, .el1ellillu.'\ 
affi.rmelil r, tha'lf"tbeJ IAntL-I~peniali&f;Nati0:tnJa'l '.' :Vhf te.~ 
F'nbnt'AAOaE jIlhe,l\]iJJiii;Jilipan:ese<Frenc.h';f'a$ds)tl,l'iI,$,tiQi1~d 

.. .tJjliftteti nPrGlhtl! Ill!lr4 'decided, :toc:tempoJ'a rjl&'~l1ihJir 1I»l 

,fJ! 



the slogan of. ,the, ,sixth Central Committee S~ssion 
«,T:ocomfisca,te:iapd)ords' land and distribute it to the 
tiUers,».i/ rI.',j!")'J!~" ':" (,--" . 

: The'SeS'tiiblJF Mssesse~ that a revolutIonary' upsurge 
of the IndochinesepeoptewbuHlcertainly break out, 
therefore the ,Patty must, Lead, them to , prepare ,the 
armed' ,insunuection .to ,recover ,lreedomand tirational 
independ,ence.;,' " ' 
"!iIt'alsolieH'rc1 Comrade'Tran D'angNinh's rep0rt 'on 
thEi' Blic"Son insurrection i and decided on: themainte' 
nllnce'of"the'Bac Son :armed.fo~ee;dlie ,founding of 
gU'erHI'a groups operating separately, and thelsetting 
up of, guerilla bases the, centre of which was the 
Bac ,Son'- Vu Nhai region; 

Concernihg·'theproposal of. the' Nnm KyPnrty 
branchi dhe! Session! ,assessee! that because of ,;the 
failuue, QUhe Bae. ,son' insunrection' and the fact that 
QonditiQns, were not, rip.e: fOf ,pnc;insum:cti()l'l. in N,am 
13," Q, ,.a,n,d,.thr,oug, h,Qut, ' ~hecquntr,}',; t"h,e insurr~cti()ll, 
s~oJ1)p,not b~. !al1nched at t.his tllil1e .. 1;he immediate 
t~* ,Qi .tl\e,Nam"Ky Partybra.neh wa,stq use,th~ 
fOf/usqf p~llti.ca!aild~cofloiJ;li,cs,trugg)e a¢~Wst th.e 
f~epyh" ~O~?nl~lJst.s,! ,and, ,~a\lane~e, ~ascIsts;, an~ 
~wtest ag1\m.~t the,~ransqiSi~!?ese ~ar:' At the' s~me 
flt(1elt 'Was nycessaty' to mtertsIfy propagatidA, 
eiH1Cjlte' and o(gar\lzethe'ihas~~$ of people; firsfof 
all' 'fr!e"'wqrker$;;lpe1is'~~ts'a~~,' ~rmYmen. )t was 
H~cegs'ary,tQ 'Prepare theeontiltions, and 'walt for a 
favoit't'ablil' opp(l)rtiurfilty when conditions· were !pipe 
tli\loU'~but>the c0uc!1~iy, td'launch an armed ihsutrec. 
H<i>'l'i i81defeat the·'FrencA and·Japanes,e..IUhe: InSUr­
rection was launched immediately it would be isqlated 
a1)i1,,~n1):ih,i;\~t~c,t bM, ,t\'lejqint..Fr:~Mh1Jap\1n~S~ appy_ 
;':011; 'hillf;ar~i\"al>'ih; SoutlL Viet Warn;1 Comr.ade. ,Phlln 
D'a'fl!g!lllIlU' 'learnMhaV the'lorll\er, Ion; the dnsurrilction 
Wrt~l a'lrfJ!I'd<yi 'lS:sued' 'aird"ie:veriywher~! I alibi 'waj;'rea:dy; 
[~lbdlMlf'nobbe Wlrhdrawl'l.,([)n.,theiI'1:fghbiof NOlVembet 
~iilll~ij@( tliti:! liN am' 'Ky,ljrlsiltif'etti0'\1l! "broke, bub! mile 



R,evolutiort d'id Not' yet' previlU!il!lthe;'wl1ole, C0tltlt~y, 
1li.sthe main 'revotutiOrtary' force' Was· comP<lMdi of·onl<y 
Ii number ofSl}ldiers lil1:,ithe·linemy ,atmYt '!Hld ntipo.n 
the p'h\nofthe'insurrection beifIg1 discovered bY:itHe 
ertemy, th'e N am. Ky 'upt<is'\l'lgfaileclV llhe . Prench 
imperialists T\lpressed it<s8.va:gely:Butthe Vietnamilse 
people did nof fHnch, The fire of' the Na:iir I'<.y irtWt 
recHon had riot yet·beenextinguished; 'when' the 
soldiers at Do Luong (Nghe"A:rt p~bvince)' posIlUPV!' 

"he. Bac Son.N ami .Ry,and ;00 Luong ,insurrections 
<lid, notbri,ng ",icto.rie's as yet; but they.,wphelcldhe 
Vietnamesepeopte's undaunted' neroic· spirit.'So Ima\l~ 
heads .fallen. and so much,blood' ispilt ,g.aN'.e ollrd?ad,y 
and· peop Ie \in . inval ua 1\Je !lesson lin. arme.d.[insurrectlort, 
)' !I'his i lessollJ 'coulti btl'.sumrrte'd 'up' as ::foll<iws!: " " 
,,'Flrst, . >to' •. gain "success;' "a'n ·irtstir.rection 'M lleite' 

'!lowet 'must' b'rsltk 'OU1' lit the #'ght tim.ei:tliatis,whert 
the··ebndj~iotls if(1irJ rev(1i!\iUtio\,),iare ve'a'dY"N'iz! I .:Ii' , 

a) whenl'cl!lflfusiori artd;'~lsuOl1d'lrt th~ien~myiranks 
hav:erilaehed,· 8'. ,climax;; • wJi)eiJ .. ,they' are' ,faeil'!g" dlffi­
cwlties; ~nd are <tuite. at a' Joss ')allltdbal'JJIIrot'dv.encoltle 
them ,; b )';when ~lie .trtid,ftr!®,Qf-tlte-ru8Id, sttata ;are:'sick 
of the enemy;; g,idewith the rilvalutiQn ".If sym>Jipathize 
with it;.8Il>Id·,a:re.'ready,ro foHow.tlie v;anguanli PiaIity,t 
o)"wh~n' ,the' *aNguard: 'Party"iis dete~mined,)to; .. m~~e 
slt~nifices,an<:l' 'lead,. tlte, who led people roo: !fight, tol ilhe 
end. tn· ,ot.der to;la'l>I11!hHatel the lenemy:,.1ib~rate iit$ell 
and:.the nabion.',Ji, . " -)!"du ·",11 0 lC !::.~ ,~',',~;~;.:D!j 
,'Second;, In ail 'as <iJltd'stl(llni 

line'ofc' ,Is" !thll"lnsuwf; 



gr~lI.tmasses of people, (irst of all on the w()rker and 
peasant masse.s. ~t the same time, we muststrive.to 
propagandize among the enemy's soldiers to awaken 
them, so that they don't shoot at the revolutiQl1ary 
trOQPs; we must persu.a(le them to go over to our 
side, and use the enemy's guns to shoot at the enemy. 
Army rebellions ·.~an only have a practicalefiect·· on 
the revQlution if the broad masses in the rear actively 
support it and respond to it. 

Matters were moving more and more swiftly.both 
at home and abroad, necessitating a closer leadership 
by our Party. On February 1941, Comrade Nguyen 
Ai . Quoe . returned from abroad and . convened, the 
eighth Session of the Central Committee. The Session 
was :held from May 10 to May 19,1941, at Pac Po 
(Cao B'ang province), close tQ the .Chinesebonder. 
Comrades Nguyen Ai Quoc, Hoang VanThu,Tfuong 
Chinh, Hoang Quoc Viet, Pham Van Dong,.,j-[oang 
V 1m )-loan; etc. Were present at the SessJon,. i. , 

The- Session assessed that from the day Indochina 
was·under the double oppression OJ the French. and 
Japanese fascists, the contradiction between the 
)ndochinese people and the aggressive imperialists 
had. become the main contradiction, because: <<'the 
oppression was too heavy, the Indochinese .. people 
could noLendure it;· the Franeh and Japanesei!nJile, 
riaHsts oppressed -not only the worker anckpeasant 
classes, but .also the whole people ... ·.;rhe :classes' 
int'er.e~ts were.robbed, the fateo! the nation ·'\Vas 
threatened more than .ever. »That ·is· why:the : Session 
elnphas.ized: .«For the moment the partial aHd.class~ 
intclncsts: must be. subordinated h:>: the na,tional 
pJt<i/blem. If the independence and freedom.of..the 
wh.ole nation could, Jnot be recov.ered,· not ollly.the 
whole nation would,. be further condemned .to slavery, 
but the partial and class' interests would,oeilost 
(Q~ ,.ey:~.r,,».·, '" _ .. . .: ,; ,J,i'!' 
.:I '\""" , , ,d... ,!'.' '0' : i'" 

"'tf Ex'b-erptl"from lh~" _RElslJlu,~ton- of: ithe, :Qen,tral '$essI6it .0_", ,M"y .l~I; 



To Tally thedift'erent strata of people and 'the 
Mtiona'! revolutionary forces in the sttuggleagainst 
the main enemy of the nation, that is the French' and 
Jap'anese fascist imperialists, the Session' advocated 
the :founding of the Viet Nam OQc Lap Dong ,Minh 
Hoi (Frontaf (he allies for the independence of VCe,t 
Nam) that,Jis .the Viet ,Minh Front, a name fu,n ,of 
signHicahce which, Jaeilitated the ,mobilizatio,n' pftne 
masses' national spirit. " , ,,: 

The Session highlighted ,the slogan 'of national 
liberation; therefore the chief' ,aim ofthema'Ss 
associations was ,to save (he country; and they, were 
uniformly called Natlonal Salvatioh Leagues .. ' 

. As for the land question(the Session 'assessea that: 
to further,differentiate the ranks of the landlord class, 
it would still be' necessary to .temporarily put ,aside 
the slogan «To confiscate landlords' land and ,distr.i­
gute it to, the tillers. »., and to, putlorth the, followi,ng 
slogans ': ,« To, confisca"te l!l,1perilit~sts: ,andtrait9rs: 
lar,tdan\idistribl1te it toppor tiHers.»; «to red lice 
land, rent and interest»;, «,to divide the, communal 
fields »"andtoproceed to, the realizatio.n of the 
slogan« land to ,the tillers ». • ' , 

The Session decided to acc,elera!e every field ,of 
work to ,prepare the armed, insurrection, strengthen 
the Illadershipof' armlHi' qrganizaiions ancl, Illlil4 
guerilla bases, , ' ,'.1" ", . 

These tasks advocated by the .May, .1941, Sessl0.n.of 
the :Central ,Committ~e nadia plltticularimportance; 
These.decisions. marked a strong shifting oHheParty 
towar4s, ,directing the spearhead .of'. forces· against the 
fascist inwaders .. They, stimulated ,.the:wlIolePanty 
and; p.eopJe in .thekstFugg>le to,expeJ the French­
J:a'pan!)se . fascists, ;and. aitougjltthe Viet",~mes'e reV!)' 
lutidt1ary',movernent tel'tlie v+ctorly:oMhe August.; 1:94'5. 
Rev(i)lu-tion.il ';,.J:'" !';i~j' "', ii ",P';'I;,: 

',dhe "Session' ,consdlidated',tini ,Centpal:, .<il0iiIm~t{el! 
l!iI1d (el~etedi' Coniradell'Ilruohg, iChi'lilh, I asi its, G~nenal 
s.eqretpn~.'_" I)'il') "::", .!c..I!'hI,,' r," ",:: :!,"~ l-'i~ :).:11 I,') ~'}iJn) 



;:After the. Session. of the ,.G~l1t'llj. Committee, 
the' .viet Minh Fro.nt was,offieially,foun,deddM/lY 
19, 194)), 

'The central task of our' Party and of, the Viet: Minh 
p·tortt was'theI'l national sa1vatiliin, national 'liberatien. 
Tnerefore the mass organizations rallied ·ilf ,the' FriOlM 
were re-organizedihto, associations ifau' 'national 
slilvatian ; .. <iWorkers for· National,' Salvati0u»', 
«Peasants for National Salvation :',,;«'Women, f0r 
National Salvation», «Youth for:l!~ational Salvation», 
"Self-defence units for' National SalvatiQn '», 
«Pioneers for National Salvation », «Old (YeaplefQt 
National 'Salvation,»: Beside$, i« The Viel"Nam 
Associ-atian ,lor National Salvation» w.asAounded to 
attract ·those elements from the bourgeois, or. hirudlord 
classes"who ,app,rpved of .our anti. French andHlDti. 
Japanesestrugglei "", ' 'F",.·.. '"" 
, Inorder'to strenll'thentheiJeadetsliipqf the ;arniI~tl 
for~es',' the 'Central; Cam'l'ilitte'e'ap)loinh!d, Cortitade~ 
Phung Chi Kien,-te' Van Chi neIitiY,and 'Cbmrit'de 
C~u' 'Van~,aH,., as 'the, tbmrn.a.ridirt~' ~orl1tnitfee"of!fl\~ 
guerilla untts ni BacSori'~'V:tiN1jad~athered u1'l'1I~r 
the name of the «VietNam 'Mmyfor' Na~ili'ilal 
Salvation~; In Autumn;' 1941 ",,'The NatIona1 &a!lva' 
tiO'fl' ;.Army »"was,tIlV'i'ded'" hltb ' t;wo' , se~.ti'0(1'S'::one: 
C<>mtnaffd'ed'by (])otfJrade> PhU'I'Ig Chi Klen";strlltiofi'l!'d 
in Bac Son (Lang Son province) ; the'otfuerl"cOrti, 
tnll'fldedby C6rtitade' Chu Van Tan, -stationecllin.Dlnh 
Ca,;ffrang Xa'(Vu Nhail T.hai Ngillyeriprovince),Lafe 
it1; 1941, the,sec~ion of', '" National Salvaotion, Army» 
stat!one~'ln Bac" Son, passing ~y Na i Rii,(BacCafl) 
I;)n"lt8 -waY'ilo' 'Cao' Bang;::fellnntollll: ambush ,a'nd 
SIIltfienid heavv' losses'. Tihe,sectiondtationed,<i!ll' Dinh 
Ca''''- 'Tra~g :XaAvaged, guerllilliw.arfb'redtlrirrg'<iight 
m!'Jlliths on. 'e'ndd(fronpJu:ly, Hl41, to 'F.'ebpuarYIIi194'2'}: 
,fighting in extremely hard conditions. It.!sutceede'd 
in) jiwad~talning, ,ou~ ,!orces i ,and ),.w.earing'cddW!1J!the 
enemy,) Act; last,; I Illwii'lg, , to; 'dWidulties. tfl,'supply\;, dll 
sCllttered into armed groups whIch carried ol1u<Vr0pa;; 



gahda and. agitation work; creating revolutionary 
bases .amQng the masses allover 1'haiNguyen;Tuyen 
Quang province's. and, p'ad of BacGan' and Ha Giang 
proVlin'ces.:,:'· . . . . '.', , 
. 'fr()m . th'ese'eight· mobthg' of . guerilla warfare .. hi 
BII.c'Bori,Vll Nhal;'we ciln. draw·the follbwlng'le's'sOn 
6\1 artrjed,:M1'tgg'les: uht\er'thedt'lubleFrehch.Japah' 
~sefascist.y'oke, 'with.' the . party's "Ieadership," our 
people' could 't!stablls!l'rev61u!iol1ntY'basesandwage 
ptbtractedgiJeriHli'warfate 10 wear :down and :defeat 
the by faf' &ftbrlger itiiperial!s!s,butthiIt, b'road mass 
tins~~are needed for the adlvitie:-i'ahd development 
pi" 'our' :guerllIauni'ts.Th~:.principle~ . of 'gii¢riltll 
w~tfi1t~ate: rel\~iice' .on:tlie' m8sses;conhrl\lal 

~(;~t~~~~~ti\~~riWt~~~¥Q ,~~qtllc~1:1~~\i:tafl~:~~~ji 
thern~~lyes,1!p,divorcjl1g th¢ri1selves' (fi:nn the I]i~s,ses 
t.~~y. will ! be ~rljshed, ,Wh,en,the situation requ\N~s. it, 
th~Ym\lst,di!,perse, be a,~le tosti~~,to the masses .. a\ld 
iQehtify, ,tl)ems~\yes,with,the.m. 9yerc<i>I)1e, diJ,ficl,llties. 
huild,b~~es".and· ,whenith~:$it\.lation is fl\vQ\.Irahle. 
gather again !md wage the struggle. ' 
': du~N!·]ia' lwarfarel was! 11 newloim'",! st'rug~+e 01 

the, ,Yiet(lamese, Rrv?luti0l!, ~giliMt 'the' ~r'ehch:J ap~n' 
~~~':f~sc1~ls',,:\nderi(Ut P3Tty'~ le~<lershlW' .: .. ,', ' , 
;{ tM'patrio,tiC'war' w~ged .b)<th¢ S9vietVttl0J1 
~g.1 ~,I~s.t.:th<;' ,Ge."iTI.'p<l\ rl,l~.~i~t~ .. ' h.a. d:h .. ~'d.· a. :very: .. ;~trOfJ,.g 
mfipel)M 9n ~i1e:,r<;yoji.thol1arymoV~ment in \/;ieI N ~m 
~nd iJil, the wp~ld .. Jhe Yietnames~ People col1sid~r~1I 
Qft~h vi,ctoJ:'y gained·by the Soviet Army as ,th~ir"own, 
Tl1>:wands the,.eFllil;Qfd9411' land b.eginnLng ,of. 1943\, the 
Soviet:: !Army. smashed.,3301000, GermM.lascists at 
S,t/Cliingraa ahd, :smitclwd <firmly, ,(i)ver' 'lethe offensive 
lilli' air I~ol!ts:i "rhia;,nlstliiti'c3'],yi'c,t6'ry' was' a very graat 
encouragement for the Vietnamese people. Hwas at 
tb.e lSame.,time :al1.tnlllg.bloiW .tQ.:tber Rren.~h,J I\p·lln~se 
f8$Cist hnpetialists. ·:fhough1Hving ,in ,pover,tY:lilnder 



the double fascist yoke, thanks ,to the Party's leader­
ship'the Vietnamese people, always .confident, were 
all the more confident of their liberation. . ' . 
. At that time, the Japanese were encroaching further 
and further on the Fr~nch .interests. The French­
japanese contradi~nons became,shilfper and a conflict 
bet"Ye!!ll, the two 91~ques of rulers was inevitable, The 
contraAtctions ,between 1he Japaneseand the Fr,ench, 
betwe~n the French De Gaulli.sts and the French 
fascists, . between the pro-Japanese .and the pro; 
~r,ench, eke, ,were Qecoming more and. more acute. , 
,lnyiew of the. new situation, the Standing Bl1reau 

of tM' ,Central Committee in its. session held from 
Fepruary 25 to 27,' 1943, decided to cOllsolidate and 
elllarge the Natipnal United Front (Viet Minh Front). 
It''cl'¢i:ided to agilat( for the foundation of the IMo­
cllin~~,e Democratic Front, nilIying anti-fascist 
forei~n residents in . Indochina, mainly 'resistant 
FreMhandanti-Japanese Chinese residerits. At the 
sa'lT)ftime, all efforts' were 'to be exerted to prepare 
the insurrection. As theSess'ion emphasized, "«the 
prep'ar:ation for theinsurreetiol1,Is the present central 
task» •. . !., " . 

, Aliter the Session, .the whole Party struggled to 
cauy·,\>uUhesedecisi<;>ns, ":.,, . .', . 

On August 29, 1.942, Comrad~ Nguyen, Ai Quoe, 
whUe,on duty, inChina"was captured by the Chiang 
!<al-s,hek government and only releas,edonSeptember 
16',1!l43:put pfjail, he, inynedia\elygot in touch with 
the «LJberat.lOn ASSOCIatIOn», a branch of the'Viet 
Minh Fran! in . Yufman, At tile same 'time,.' he 
established reilitionsof co-operation with «:the 
AssocM.tion.of· WetnameseRevolutiortaries », an,Amti'­
Japanese' and Anti ·French orga'niiatiol1 of IVietnamese 
nesidertts InGhina,luflctioning'legally ,in Koqang,-si; 
t\nd~r the/clique· of N gUy~11 Ba,i Than,1 N gj1y,en, luong 
j(l ,,~,;./I J( ;r":'i JI~';' ';-:>n/ :;',' ',]'1 

. l}if'1!llteF~i ~'f~Jn{i'th:e ! ,oeC!lSiotla, 'bfOt~e '.pt!brb~fy' "lg~S; :SbsstbJi!" of 'l,HJ 
'Stalt(ftnR A\o'Jtau,(~fi:the:'_~ent'f;41' r¢oinmUtte. ,->:i;il :i~j '41~):';~:f 



l\am.and Vu· Hong J<hanh.Thus began the alliance 
between .the Viet Minh Front and the« Association' of 
Vietnamese Revolutionaries». Comrade Nguyen. ,Ai 
Quoe took the name of HoOhl' Minh ·to 'caFryon,his 
activities. '. . . '.' . , .. 

At home, :implementing the decisions' of the Febru' 
ary; .. 1943,Session Of itheSlanding.Bureau, ·of :the 
Central Committee,i(l)Uf Party increased Its ,activities 
to, broaden. the ;Pront,.dn . rallying as many students, 
intellectuals" ,and national bourgeois a&' possible. At 
that time, there was a· division in· the ranks' of ,these 
strata.,:$ome.Were pr(1)·,Ja,panese; 'others\p,ro'Freneh 
whlle,dthers ,were pro. Wet' M.inh, ·'Fhe p1'b-Frenchwer.e 
gfbwing·fewerand.fewer; ,those who had 'wrongly 
believed in a possible use of the Japanese, rea'lized 
more and more. clearly .. their imperialist ,fascist 
nature and became disappointed, The Viet.Minh 
gainedinereasfnglY'greater' influence.· Our. Party 
deemed it opportune and necessary ,to help the Viet­
names.e .national bOUrgeoisie aHd bourgeoisintel.Ie.c'. 
tuals, found.a·I;evolutionary.p~rty in .order t.o,(dr~w 
theNietllameseHatia,naI. bourgeoisie and. the. Vietnam! 
ese' intelligentsia linto the Viet Minh Front.;·on:the 
flne hand to cheek ,the·." Great Asia» deceitful· :l1oI.iey 
of the.J a panesecim perialiists im·Viet· N ami<i>lI :the,. other 
to"furthef.bmaden the:N:ationa~ United Front.against 
theFr,ench,~ apnn~Se . {,aseists.! ' Therefore ... o,tj( ,::l!' a'r.t¥ 
helped; ,Duong Due Hien!s, , group· of students ·andr:th~ 
Jihanh'Nghi~, group. fOUl'l1ld the Viet 'Nam DemO'cra,tI~ 
P.artY'iwhich,jolb~d :the Viet, M.1nh ,Fronk ./.', ,i'., 

FUrthe)'mmeiiour, )Party: ca·rcried: O:IJI ,agit~ti()/'!· among 
antMasqis.t ,d.emocratic foreign'. resi4'mt~i:i1ncI.udJng 
li'r!:nch ,.De. ,Gallll:ist ,!)Iements j'Ill, , ll1lc;!ochinll,' to, tllk~ 
Flllr! .\Il.the, fillundaMonol: the. Al\H-J<;as()is,t IltmQCJillrtic 
Fron~.J At ,~h~r s·aF!ile..tilij~1 lit i strov,e to ·rall.y,;th,,·,yl~t; 
l)!Hne~!\ ,S<;l).<!j;Elr~. il) •. the.fr,t1l)\~h I Arl1m!" tb.er\~iql)ari~ 
a.l14,·F;renAb ,401I1i,er~ ,toi'l\J;~·ca.u~e. J'" ;i,ii,m::, ;ili',! 
. (}"ttl)',;:; 1 {'l(;/' i"'Ji'l f'l:t <n(I11:J'-'I";fh~', fj ~i!L:I'il!i!ld L~, !)~jl1lil)' 

• N arne of< a Pf~grl!iS:lib~;rutH(~-z.thk WI~h" a 'I til8tfdnat iBoutl:tf()IS,: tenileT;Qyi 



Due to these correct policies of the Party, the Viet 
Minh's :prestige ·.grew, its ,influence increased more 
and" more, and the Vietnamese revolutionary: move· 
mllnt developed with every passing .day. The French· 
Japanese fascists realized that they could not quench 
the. fire. of the Vietnamese' revolution by repression 
and terrorism. So they revived depraved. old customs, 
spread reformist and reactionary .ideology, tried to 
dra'M the youth into the so.called«Strong, to SerVe» 
nlovehient, .. tockeep them from the revolutional)Y path 
and: 'aHhesame, time ,to create favourable conditions 
for their. recruitment-as, ,$.old!ens" TheJ apamese ;impe. 
ri.alists.used the'« Dai Viet »i cliquEt,astheirspokesmen 
tO,propagate the «Asian Union.» theoryand~in,the 
masses, 
·lnthe' legal press there appeared an overflowing 

r'amltntic, debauched pessimistic 'and ·dispirltedlite. 
ratui'e. The Trotskyite Han Thuyenpublishing house 
issued Dooks with a « research »ch·aracter' to slander 
Marxism, nlaking use of «materiaHsm'» and the 
«theory of class struggle» in an attempt to'« defeat 
theoretlcaHy'»' the national democratic· ideology' and 
patriilt!sm: advocated by the Viet· Minh Front, 'and': at 
the' 'same time, blemishing thewh61e:history of the 
\wl'r'ofliberation waged by the'Vietnamese people. I 

:Iit"mder t() oppose this kind ·of literature"Ir1 :1943 
Hie" 'Jl>atty put forth the «Viet Nam CUItUfli1 i Pro' 
g~amme», c1eat.]ysetting ou!that thenew(jultl1re~f 
Vlllt: Natlr 'should bear a tnp'le character :natloI11l11, 

scientific, mass 'character, and: should be leil:'by: the 
Pllrty. The.' programme set forth the immedi'ate t'8sk : 
«"To' struggle against the fascist, feudal, retrograde 
and' enslaviilir culture,an obscurantist ar1d'deceptlve 
citil'ture.' To develop the culture ofnewdemocracydr1 
Itlddch'ltia 1i. 'Not on'ly' 'did: the'prCilgrammeset.'fortH 
tll'e' 'immediater task;! itlftJrth~rtJlort\m\\pped out",the 
long-standing .line Of 'struggle ofthe 'whoLe' Party; 

. aimed at building a new culture for Viet Nam accord-
ing·to· theimethods'ofsocjalisf.realistJl;" ., 



In the period of WOFldWar II there ,was a host of 
illegal b00ksand papers from the ,party and the ,Viet 
Minh Front: Co Gial Phong (The' Banner. 01' Libe, 
ration). ,central organ of the Party; Cuu, Quoc (Na­
tional Salvation), central organ ·of the ViehMinh 
FFonhVlet Nam, Doc Lap ,(Independent Viet !'!lam). 
organ of. propaganda: olthe Viet Minh Fron! In, Cao" 
Bac-Lang zone; Be Xleng Sat (Brellking, our 
chains).oFgan of propaganda of the Party Commit­
tee ",f Trung Ky (Central Viet Nam) ; Gial Phong 
(Liberation). organ of propaganda of the. Viet MJnh 
in Nam Ky (South Viet Nam) etc. Besides, the Party 
and the Viet Minh .Front published. books of, general 
pro,paganda and training books on news at:ld inform­
ation. poliCies., guerilla warfare or experiimce in 
work. These bOoks and papers pla,yed an im:portant 
part in the political and ideological strugg\eagainst 
the enemy. in, the ideological stru'ggle within the 
P,arty and the Viet Minh Front. thus bringln'g!heline 
aM. policies of. the Party and the' Froht ' to 'a 
successful realization. . , .' . " : 
: .... i'n particular. concerning Party work. the, que~ii6n 
th~n was, to' consolidate the Party ideologically and 
organitati(lnally, liquidate separatist and factiot1a'I' 
ist tendencie~.malnt:ain .the hpmogenei.ty and strert.g!h 
of the' l'arty organIzalton. mcrease Its menlbershlp 
with car~ andprevenU\te A. B. clique .'ifrom worming 
themselV~s' into the ~artyand sabofagi'ng it )r9tti 
inside.' , . . .' " , . 'J .: 

Th.e May. 1941, Session of the CentralC(jnllrtiftee 
eli1phasiied: «, The training df cadFeshas now become 
IIh urgent task. not to be delayed one ·h",uF. even: one 
minute; leadtl1g committees of the Party at :aH: levels 
should 'pay particular attention to it ».~e:l'a~ive:ly 
r.eg.ular ~h0rt tel'in' training courses were openet\;iO 
fO,~iR'lind' :tMin· cadres'. Expetience$' ,werli :drawn :frOin 
d.J . II J: 1: (; : j :) . \ l .: . :' ," 1l) ,1-; 

• A. B.: anti·bolsheviks, name of an anti-communist orll8nlzatlon 
founded by'the French,dmperialists. '" i J "", ,'~ 



underground, w0Tk j 'organizialioJ1I,of ",ffloes, ,1i'aisQn and 
coniml1'IiIibationsi to be disseminated among aU ca,dres 
and Pa,rty'membersc ."",,",' :' , 
'In J.i~4'3: M'i,er Comrade HiJang ,Nan Thil had been 

ar~esteU and' execu~e'd' by' the Frehch : 'fascists;' 'the 
Stllhclin'€(Bur~tll,of;the Cehtral'([;omniitte~i deCided 
to' pr6Illote' i<'> :the1'Party a' numl>er,of'ttew,rnelllbersi 
caHed'N'the: Hoang 'Van,''Phit promotion» dtawing:li 
great', number! ol'elite elements' to ,the Party, "a,nd 
ihctll1\'sing" the 'leading power df,the Vietnalllese 
R:evoiution.' " ," , ,', , 
'A~ a, ~Ouf1t~t:adi?na'gainst the A. 'I}. clique iriBac 

BO (N9rth.:vl~,t l'J a In) ,the Parlx llnm~~k~d the sabo, 
tagl(1gacflvlt.res' 01, one n~llled' Cong, who attempted 
to win a' few dissatisfied'"1tiembers oj the Party North 
Coini)\itte,e:'!lg,ail!~t the, CeritfirICommittee,*nd 
c'reatit1~bcti\lns withIn the Party. ' , ' ", 
~"th'~"ir,~&te~{h~rin wa's, cirusedbY ,binh Van IJils 
A. 'Ji\. ClHi'lI,e;"iri Ceri~.rlllViet Nilm.The Centr,a.1 Com: 
mittee called tIie Parly menibersjncentral VjetJ{aitl 
to"heig,hten th,ei,)ligilallce, to n€(ht thfA.S:, cliqpe, 
af1~ ll<!)m~ed?ut; «Vnderth~ .c1o~kpfth~ Re':'91~tron 
ljJi1(l.~'Ofl!.mtlPlsm,)he~,I3. shq\le,ln Cel1tr,~l81e,t, !'-Jam 
P"!l,, ~~"IY,'~~ q,pr c,.<!I1lP,Q*,P,P,!~,s,p,les PP,' r, P"tT:i?t, ~:",,)a,b,?, i~g.e~ 
r,.et:9ltl~\(lnMY' flrgilr\~a,~\onS,~e,sl~e~, they. sFnv,e by 
everx .. l1leal1sito ~q:w'lio,l/bt and;dls~prd, in th,e ranks 
pf't/le Rlly,pluti\1n.'» l To' ~liniina~~ tfte'A:,,B,,cli,q\le 
was to cufifperi the ulCers orthe'i='arty and di~infed 
t,4~ if! I)r.till !9r ,g,a9:i,sl1;\' ",," ,.' I \ ,I: ,,;, ' , 
"'; Beside ,the, GQu,I1!¢r'action "agaiNst, th,eA:I3, ~Ji.que, 
i'lil·,thls perJQ~, our" p~r,ty )J1IH\ still.toWage, 1111 
fnner:-P,Ilr1iY, i ",truggle' ,a,gains! "p,ar,titiOI'1.tsni "and 
f$.~Il(j)n:a.Hsl1l'. InE\aaJ.Eo ,.( N.orthVief /Nam).. !lfter.the 
Jt!ighh ,S~ssiol'1;,of.' ,the, , .. Ce,[Jt,tl\1 J:qo1j1i1,miit~\lo, I Jthe I,Par,~y 
had: to ,J.i,q\lida;!e!indiYio,uali,st. t,eF)c;j~!)9ie$an(j.,(ijc~iqm 
alist ideology, which were cropping up among the 
dJ~ ';'".'!:'r-I<''' :,:'1-. ,:.:,,'- ·-,_L'i:i",.; ) n.l- . 

• See The Ganner of LIberation' N$.S",Auauatt126Jl.9.43,\"J· .. fJh:,·,.: 



Party Committee of Bac Ky· (North Viet Nam 1941;). 
In'Nam Bo (South Viet Nam) the Party struggled 
to unify the two groups «Tien Phong» (Vanguard) 
and. «mal Phong.» (Liberation), tJ 945)., QUT¢oI1)Ta· 
ilesin Trung Bo (Central Viet Nam) had. a1.8.0 to 
struggle to overcome factionalist ideologyorlgina­
ting from opposite points of ,view in Banmethuot jail. 

It is beyond doubt that through these inner'P'arty 
struggles, our Party was further steeled and 
strengthened. ' 

:Concetnihg the work of the Front, on the one hand 
the'Party saw to it to broaden the Viet MinhFront, 
!O'ttnlfe all classes arid strata of the people, even to 
wlh, a n\1mber of landlotds and neutralize others. On 
tneotherhand, the Party attached much importance 
to, the developn'le)1t' of' the workers' ar'dpeasants~ 
Organized lorces, so 'as to' turn the. ,wo~ker anq 
peasant alliance into the firm basis of the 'Viet'MJrih 
Fnmt. Intensified propaganda work:-vas carried 011 
among'the'enemy soldiers, Through 'the realization 
91urtlty ,of 'action against the eommonertemyofthe 
nation, the Party broadened the Viet Minh Front. 
j\\any sfruggl~s IS\1nchedj), 'the w9tkets, lor nits!pg 
91 wa'ges, reductiqri 01 w6'rkingcholits" against w\lg.<: 
cuts, dt'ew even overse~rs ,;tnd clerk~ into ,action., The 
/l.ea~~nts' s!ru,ggl,e,v.'0h e'ven,ric~ peasapts and:~ 
number 01 small landlords who ,either took part ' m 
or supported it in such struggles as fighting' against 
the reql!iiilion 01 large . quantities Of paM)"; ,agatlJa! . 
c,op' destriidions for the dtltivatlon oljUteirid 
Cits,tot'dils'eedS ;' a~ainst ',the. piUa~e, of· tnarkets1)~ 
the.J a,p\tt\ese ,who either robbeq 'goods .qf 'pqught 
t\i~tp at~h~x~ra low priee,~~a(qst rQ~~~d eQJ'i~:tm~(lt,s 
and ~ol}s~r\i>t!()n. ol,lalio,l.lt: ,In ,jpcahttes ,whe,re .. t1i# 
O1.a,~,s .l\loyem,e,nt was; ,pq:w~~ful,. . thereappe,lIted 
i.~r~g)l)ar.ilr01ed •. fo. rm .. ~,ol.s.Jrll.gg.:l,~ su.ch as.: }lightir,lg 
pr~!l~ory:JajJanes~. sol~ier5, supp~es8ingVietn:!lome§Q 


