traitorsieté, Hefe and there appeaned miass struggle’s
orherangues by -shock: propagandtafumts Supported
by armed seli-defence: groups... - o0 bl T o

K for: thE"bﬂildil‘lg ot armed - t‘.onceis‘, thied Pdrty
strove: to~develop” seli-defence groups :for inational
salvation, . whils: making: efforts: te. . ‘maintain:: the

N;etuNam Army. for -National. Salvation » sectigns;
founded, armed. propaganda groups and, topk, carg; of
* the, questlon of secuiing arms and preparmg mgtenal
conditions for the insurrection. . :

. -Ab that time, the, Soyiet. Anmy Jsvad ;thor;ously
launched the; counterﬂoﬁensweﬁag‘amst the, Genman
fasgnsts of, AUmerous ‘battlefields.. The . anmh;l,lat:on
?f the fdscists was. ley a qqes’uon of tlme n.May

1944, the Central Bureauo the, Viet Minf Fgon
re lying. on ;the line 1aid ‘down. by, i}ie Par}y Cent rgl |

omm;tteq, ‘issyed the d1rect1ve «Let us.p repar fqr
the Eenera msurrqcﬁuan» to gwe a furtjwr 1 Pefus

e m vement

PR
n“Qn August [0, 19&431 The Pamty Cemra,l égmmlt .
- launched an appeal 1o «Secure arms,apg, drive oyl tl’lﬁ
_common; euemy» Thg mass . rganlzam;;'u in.the Front
‘warmly answeged.if and pooles e,t}r; IESOMLCes, to’}iuy'
arms. At the same time,i.the en I;al Bureau, of the

Viet Mmh 1sgued & oﬂds» {o raise thg fiinds pec;;sg,ary :
for. the préparatiofns for’ the msurrectwu A Jever §h

-ét os’phel'e of re olﬁfc on was prevfn]mg and éi,nmg

1 the” ptovinces.“ U Sl

,Partlcu any keen w % the preparahprn,s“ - ,
éﬁ Vi 'Nhai, gnd C,qo ang bases., rom] 8
walks "of ll]f Aook’ an entpuana,st par’g 111 fl:t '

night 'of November 13, Qlﬁ th' lb al. uigariy

%é}ahc 1gd the"p ed}ne of Dm Nc(qf

- Ngiyen' brovit finch,’ t‘h msﬁ éc’dbﬁ ‘]f {alg .
il ur‘ﬁeé’t on* brtjkef 1‘:H8iﬂ:’ tHE kitd Péd% ¢"of the
_ (E‘ehtfﬂl Coi’dfﬂittee*” hile ithe’ Fi‘ench A d- Thpdridsk
wisviticreasingty divided; and:‘the Japatidse Tasdistd
9ﬂ¢ﬁﬂ$§f\’€l’y ,-déf"e*a’féﬂlliﬂ rﬂ&ﬂy Battles® ‘lh‘l L e éf'ﬂh'



Ocean, ‘we should have reserved our forces, waited
for a good opportunity and the general order. to
launch the insurrection in the whole country. But the
local : Party branch had launched the insurrection
“locally, on.its own initiative, thus revealing its forces
and. condemning itself to -isolation. At the news of
this.insurrection,.the Standirig Bureau of the Central
‘Committee timely eriticized it and décided to switch
the ‘imsurrection to  local. guerilla: warfare .using
- the' forms of ambush and attacks by surprise to.check
the " enemy’s: foraging and mopping up- -plans.
Howéver, the Dinh Ca insurrection” and the subse-
qiiént ‘guetilla’ warfare had "an echo in the country,
ericouraging the « Secure arms drive out the common
enemy » movement ‘in 'the provinces .and incredsing
the confusion:in the enemy ranks. R
“nIn AWinter: 1944, like the, Vu Nhai people, the people
in Cao Bang, Bac Can and Lang Son provinces,
whose hatred against the imperialists had reached
its climax, were ready to launch the armed insur- -
rection. The order .to launch it was about to be sent
out when Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc, coming back.
home from China, issued a directive to delay .it, for
the following reasons : o

« 1 —The decision to launch the insurrection was
‘only based on the situation in. Cae Bang, Bac Can,
Lang Son: provinces, and not on the situation in the-
" whole country, therefore denoting a -partial, not
-comprehensive evaluation of the situation.

«2 —In the conditions prevailing fh_eh, the launch-
" ing of the guerilla warfare on a scale decided by the -

. Inter-provincial Committee was doomed to failure -
" because the imperialists will - concentrate all their -
forces to repress it. Mofe flexible armed forms.should -

.. be carried-out, golitieal activity shouldr be given more -
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attention than military action, in order to promote
the ‘moveirient 4nd' cohsolidate the pofitical ‘basis
firgt.s™* s T
. Comrade Nguyen'Ai Quoc proposed the founding
of “the '«Viet 'Nam ‘Propaganda Unit for -National
Liberhtion-s ‘bn’' December 22, 1944; 'on the bagis -of
the ‘aritied forées in'Cao Bang, with a view tolaunch:
ing the’armed struggle from the Cao Bang -base dowit
to'the deita. The «Viet Nah' Propaganda:.Unit for
National :Liberation:»commanded by: Comrade Vo
Nguyen: Giap, right from:the beginning of its:activ-
ittes, successiully seized the twa.posts of Phay Khat
and-Na Ngan .(Degember.24 and. 25, 1944), opening
a. . pew stageof, deyelopment, of the . Vietnamese
peaple’s anmed strugele, ... L
- The...clearsighted.. plan . advocated, by., Comrade
Nguyen Ai Quoc aveided great damages.to Cao Bang
and greatly helped to raise and consolidate the move-
ment in-the zone of Cao Bang, Baé Cdn and:Lang Son.
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B R L S P T S A
' THE-PARTY ‘EAUNCHED ‘'THE HIGH TIDE:
'OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE MOVEMENY, FOR, .
. NATIONAL . SALVATION, PREPARED: : THE .
GENERAL INSURRECTION AND BROUGHT
7 ImTO SUCCESS ot UL

i

.-Exactly as.our Party had ferecast. the death.confi¢t
hetween the Japanese fascist and.French colonjalists
broke out.*.,On; March: 9, 1945, by a copp d’¢tat.the
Japanese gusted the French colonialists, and: became
the exclusive masters of Indochina. Within lesg, than
forty-eight hours, the French Army throughout Indos
china either surrendered to the Japanese or fled to
China or Thailand! The moré arrogant’and ¢fuel the
French' colonialists 'had_been formerly 'towards' the
Vietnamese people, theé mMore cowardly and: miean they
were ‘ow I face of the ‘Japanese bandits. - -

On the contrary, the Vietnamese peo fe, under our
Party's '{éadership, Waged 'a’ Heroic ‘struggle againgt
the Japdnese: Right'in' the heart’ of 'the “F-ﬂ'éritﬂ?
Japaniese: conflict, Vietnamese : Comntinists and: thre
. Vietnamese:'people “had:.carried!: outi:bold: lactivities
worthy:'ef admiration.iOur. guerillas:seized the :posts
of Cho:Ghu; Ché Don, Son Duohg;:Dai Tu, and-others,
very quickly. A number of « Youth for National Salva-

AR TRRTETI SO POT FEL LS EP SR FRVP [ S R PAREIC SN TN
. .7%i8¢e i« The ‘Boil-Shall :Burs Opefr » .. The :Banner. of iLiberation:
. No. 7. : : T R



tion» and «Peasants for National Salvation»
captured the Ban Yen Nhan. (Hung Yen province)
post without having to fire a single bullet. The polit-
. ical prisoners in Nghia Lo Camp revolted, broke open
the doors of their jails and dispersed in various loca-
lities to resume their revolutionary activities. Polit-
ical prisoners in Son La and many other jails,
availing themselves of the,French-Japapgse :antagon-
ism, succeeded in liberating themselves peaceiylly.
The' political ‘prisoners of Ba To" (Quan, ﬁ rai ip"ro-
vinice) in joint ‘action with :enemy’s-soldiers Hosetip,
captyring .the whole of the:enemy’s.:arms.gand: orga-
nized themselves into .the Ba, To ,guerilla unit, the
embryo of the People’s Army in the Fiith Interzone.
A few days before the Japanese coup d’etat, the
" Standing Bureau of the Central Committee which was
then ‘seated - in ! Hanoi. suburbs, w3 informed: by..éur.
Intelligenice ' Service - that the -Japariede ‘Army ‘Had
recelved orders to ‘get reéady: for an: itiiminent battle, .
and that Decoux, Governdr: General of Tndochina Had -
just been summoned by’ the Japanese 'to’ Sajgori’ avd
Torced to surrender, + 117 il i
. On the night of March 9, {94, 4 enfasged seinion
of the Standing Bureau ol théffCérﬁ_ra;l,lhommit ee
was held in Dinh Bang village;.(Tu,Son, Bag Ninh
province) te:evaluate the situation and put.forth-the
- urgent and immediate tasks,. . -
. The Sessign cléarly analyzed the ¢auses,of the coup
detat, foresaw. the defeat of, the. French, Army, the
temporary.victory. of: the Japangse Anmy.and. clearly
stated - the, impossibility o :.the .Japanese..fastists.
consolidating:-theiti. power.. and .ithat’:'of :thes:pro- -
Japanese: puppets iin: indochind. sl the contrany, the

. t N oo ey
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* The Central _'Committée could not hofd -a full “dession. because o
- nunibér:of dté. members, 60 - duty .0, i€ao . Bany; provinge oy _in -Ghina,

ould not come back home. - - } ; Lo



coup d’etat had created an-acute political crisis, which
speeded. ;up the: ripening of . the. conditions. for .an
armed insurrection, - . Lo L e
“The developing. favourable conditions - for insur-
rection were :- O S :

) te :politit'ali'crisié ‘being . acﬁté, 't_h‘é ‘éne‘r'ny-"s .
hdids weré tied,; preventing them from dealing’ with
the 'revolution; - =~ - - : T

“'b) " tHe ferrible famine then prevalling, hatred . of
the massés for the aggressors was at its climax;,

.¢) the war. was. entering its decisive stage, which
decided . the fate of the Japanese fascists, - ..~
.- The Session estimated that it was a' pre-insurrec-
tionaryperiod: and that the direct task of our Parly
at. that time was tp lead the whole people. to move
- to:the ‘general insurrection. . . - IR RS
. The ‘Sesslon evalurated -further : the'ranks: of the
enemy and the allies of the Reyolution had undergone
thaiiges: the Japanese fascist -imperialists were
« the main, and sole immediate ememy » of the: Indo-
" chinese-people ; the French imperialists who.had been
ovierthrown by the Japanese;and had lost their ruling
pewer in:.Indochina; were no. longer -the immediate
_enemy of the Indochinese people, although, the latter
-still. « had to be on their guard against the. manoetr-

: - wtes, of the De Gaullist group who are trying io

restore; French rule in Indochina »* The French- who
were condueting a Resistance: to the Japanese were
for the moment .ohjectively allies .of the Indochinese
DEOP;lEJ T P L T S PR
“ITherefore the Session decided: to replace the slogdn
. «Drive out the Japanesé and French fascists»: with
«Drive .out the Japanese fascists» and -#pheld the
cgfd hg{.;'. FETIETRRN o -;'i.; . 5:__‘1"_-'.;' o T A T TR LA
mm il,ﬂs5 ib_di'éérqiﬂi"are:zgi&céi‘bt‘é';ffbﬁi e’ :b,fre'cﬁivé of ‘thé
_Btahdibg Buregu Of!'_itl'l‘e”‘.Cehtt.(.Cunimittée: ’OHS'.E Takiics: ih Rél#‘ﬁbﬁr‘ﬂé

- iheEraneg -+ Tapanasq Gonfligh Marchs 12, 1945, i1 1
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slogan « Establish thé' revolitionary’-power: okythe
Indochinese -peoples  in the strugglé/ against -the
Japanese power and the puppet government oi the
pro-Japanese:traitors. .- ok

. The Session also decided to change to forms of
agitation,: propaganda, ;organization -and . struggle
which: werd: best suited: to:.the..pre-insurrectionary
period, especially leading the people .fo take arms
and,storm the imperialists’ paddy stocks in order, to
relieve, famine; It .called ‘for. the masses to’ get on
to the streefs,'to Hold demonstrations tending fOWards
genetal insiurrection’ where conditions were favou-
rable, to dévelop guefilla warfare and tdke -power
10talily Thi: Session decided: to: «launch a powetful
high'* tide of anti-Japanesé’ movement . for--National
Salvatidn,:as e prerequisité. of: the genernl:insurrec-
tion, » and, «to be ready. to: switch over to- general
insurrection when the: right :conditions existed (e: g.
after: the.Japanese:.capitulation or: when the Alligd
troops -had : es}abllshed a firm:. position. and Wgre
advancmg firmly on.our fesritory)». ;. . -

“These ! clearamgh”ced -dnd impottasnt - dec151ons wee
cIearly pointed out i instruétions.of the Standing
Bureau of the 'Central: Committed; entitled. i« Our
tacticsin relation:to the- French*Japanese conflict's:
These instructions ‘wereé -4 .compass' guiding all acti: -
vities 'of our Party’ and of’ the:Viet Mitih Front in:the
périod from March to’ Aug‘ust 1948; Tt could bé said
that the:Enlarged Sessioft’of the: Standing* Buredu
of 'the Central Committee, held from March'9 td 12,
1945, and the instructions of the Standing Bureau
of, the Gentral; Committee issued. on’ March12;:1945,
had; a- decmwe 1nﬂuaﬁce»0n the v1ctory of the Aug‘USt
Revolutiom. i .n o iujo

Basing 1tself on the March 1nstruct10ns o[ the
Party Central Commlttee on  April 16, 1945, the
General Committee -of - the- Viet.:Minh also -issued
instructions on the organization’ of Liberation Com-
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mittees ' « preigovernmental » forms at’ all levels:
eniterprises, icommunes, districts, ;provinces, - towns,
zones;”Xus. Oniilinational level: the All-Viet Nam
Liberation Gommittee, that. is:the:Provisional: Revo-
lutiénary Governmient .of Viet Nam' was to be-set up;
According tothe diréctive of the :General Gommittee
* of the :Viet :Minh, ‘the’ Liberation -Committees: -would
function only in the pre-insurrddtionary peried. When
the:fnsurrection: broke out, the Liberation Committees
woitd ’ be ! disselved; :and - Revolutionary Workers’
Committees. set up in enterprises; and Revolutionary
People’s Commiittees -in::all localities. The instruc-
tionsidated: April: 16, 1945, of the!General Committee
ofrithe Viet- Minh had effectively ‘built the. revolutio-
nary: power: and prepared. the people to.seize power
after the wictory ‘of;the: insurrectiom. These instru¢:
tions sireached:: ‘the:-wvariéus. -localitiés; - Liberation -
 Committees ;sprang 'upywith. the enthusiastic support
of -the .tasses, - At:that ' moement, in regions ‘Where
Liberation Committees 'could be:set’ up,itwo.formsuof
~administratioh-prevailed side: by side,-the Liberation
Committee. artd the: local -puppet -administration. .-
et Aptil 151090, 1945, the Standing Bireau
6 “#ié" Céntral ‘Conirhittes * convéned” the . North
o Y.ietfNam;.Rsevol-.utiona-ry},M;‘}lifﬁ"l.‘?’ ‘Coh -Zf‘eﬁ’c“é*,' decid-
éd to defiffe the limhits of the resistancd’ zonés, and
to' unify, the atiried' forces =~ ‘the Viet Nam Army, for

Nitiofial Salvation,. the Viel Nam Propaganda Unit

for Natic %a*l;j:l;ibera-_tibn “and ‘other’ drmed, orgahiza-
“Ifto:the Viet Nam Liperation Awsy.”

tons = Ifto:the, Viet ,
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. -1t decldedto develop the: armed:self-defence .and
fighting seli-defence units,to. intensify. guerilla, war- -
fafe, and open-a: Politicak:and. . Military College ior
AntixJapanese struggle to train cadres for the general
insurrection; The Session elected:the North Viet Nam

- . Revblutionary.-Military ‘Committee which comprised

Comrades Vo:Nguyen Giap,; Chu Van Tan, Van:Tien -
.Duhg and -others.  The resolution of this :Session
entitled «.Ahead towdrds: the .Genetal - Insurrection
was‘approved: by the Standing Bureau of the Central
Committee. "7 " o ieiergn o o0 iy
~wFrom the North:Viet Nam Revolutionary Military
. Conference - onwards,:'military. action: grew .increa-
singly. Propagainda by, armed units-afnd suppression
of puppet -officials. -and; traitors,  paved the. way: for
the setting aip of revolutionary power from the com:
mune:to pravincial-level in .some.‘regions: On June
471945, the:i Free Zone,  comprising:six - provinces :
Cao-Bang; Bac Gan, Lang:Son; Thai Nguyen, Tuyen
Quang.and 'Ha:Giang was founded :officially, :with
People’s; Committees iatiiall levels, :where the Viet
Minh: .pokicies.;began {0 :be:implemented. “The:Free .-
Zone :became the main, revolutionaty . base for..the
whole country. At the same time it was af,image of
the fewborn Viet Nam. . -~ '~ . 0 o

. The activities of the Viet Nam' Libération Army
and fighting seli-defence units wer¢ growing increas-
ingly. The, ambushes “laid .at Gho Chu, Deo Khe and
the attack-of Tam Dao post had: a resounding echo
throughout the whole 'ii:'o&rit,ifixgZ‘-Qti’J'ﬁné‘-8, 1945, under
the leadership of the local Party 'branch, the peopie
of Dong Trieu rose up and disarmed the enemy troops
at -Dong Trieu, Chi Linh, Mao Khe, Trang .Bach.
They suppressed the puppet administration, %ounde’d :
. the Revolutionary People’s-Committee, - set up ~the
- Dong Trieu 'Resistdrice “zorle and the Anti-Japanese
“guerilla ynit. "7 e

In Central zIEiNaFI'h

-carryingon-and:developing its:activities.

‘the Ba To iguerilla unit was
e
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“In"South* Viet Nairi the movement was’ developing
at' My Tho ‘and it the' region of the Biagshe - (Western
" At this time, the Party paid, particular attention
to the press and other, forms of p_:ropaga_nda-to;.gomha't
the Japanese -influence, defeat all thinking aimed; at
cooperating, with or making use.of the Japanese, and
ta dispel the fear of them ameng the people.. ... -

The | Party ‘enérgically' laid’ bare the- deceitful
sehemes of the Japanes¢ and the pro-Japanese clique:
the Phuc ‘Viet (Recoveted Nationy; Dai Viet (Great
Viet), ” Nationalist ' arid - Trotskyist - parties. Theése
- pangs’el toad-eatérs: upheld ‘the slogan 'of’ 4 false
indépendetice arid deceived thepeople:with the Japan:
ése « Great''Asia's - progranime: ¢ Joint diplomacy,
military" alliance; ’economic -co-opération, -cultural
éxchange, political independence». The'Party polnted -
out clearly to the people: ..«to believe the Japanese
ig"to' ‘commit " suicide.” To follow' thé ‘proiJapanese
traitors'is to snap-at the Japanesé venom. As ‘tegards
the Japanese bandits there'is only oné way: the whole
people united as. one, arms in hands, to-fight ther’».”
"'Thé Party ériticized  the erfoneous thinkirig of a
nutiibet of “intellectital cadres: 'who ‘advocated 4 ‘rés
shuffling of theTrani Trovig Kim government) ‘hoping
o, win.; independence» - by -means, , of; peaceful

i

- negetiations with the Japanese, or {hrough the pro,
- Japanese - puppet., goyernment,: to spromulgate . the

s ‘onstmil;_f-imﬁ_;oi. the, Constitutiongl moenarehy »x The
- Party.he dgﬁt is tendency. a: dangeroys: one, hecanse
if. embellished. the. Japaness.; fasoists., with . a-Talse
-~ yaneer,. misled .our.;people, created:illusions ahout the
f ?‘J?%N‘@_Sﬁ: and’ gave our, pgople vague;jconeeptions, of
he Japanese and the. cligye:of pra-Japamese; puppets,
) I . L ol T
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. Further the Party Central Committee eriticized the
« rightist » tendencies ol the comrades.of the paper
Tien Phong (Vanguard) — region of the western arm
of the Mekong, Nam Bo — who had by themselves
withdrawn the slogan « Against the French fascists »
prior to the March 9, 1945, coup d’etat (and after
that day, planned to-rely on and make use of the
Japanese to « seize power »). ‘At the same tifme, the
Central Committee criticized the '« leitist » thinking
of the comrades of the paper Giai, Phong. {Libera-
tion): — .region .of the eastern arm of the Mekong,
Nam Bo — who still put ferward the slpgan «Drive
out. the Japanese -and French fascists» after -the
success of the Japanese coup d’etat when, in fact, the
French .no longer, had power in .Indochina.. Both
papers had wrong viewpoints but they attacked each
otheri in very. hot, terms. The. Central - Committee
pointed out the errors of both parties and called; on
the comrades in Nam Bo to follow the watchword. of
the Central Commitiee and put an end to-factionalism
and partitionist tendencies and  unite in order: to
correctly implement the Party line and policies, .
. All these above-mentioned propaganda arid ideolog+
ical struggles were aimed at uniting the whole Party
. and people, concentrating all forces on one immediate

goal . general.insurrection to, seize power. ., - = .-

'WHhilg preparations for the general ‘insiirrection
were being made, North:Viet Ndm -and’ the ‘North-of
Central Viet Nam -suffered @ terrible: famire threaten-
ig millions of lives. THis was’ 4" cofisequence of ‘the
exploiting and wariprovoking policies of the Japdnese
and French fascists.'The Party put' forth theslogan
of * striiggle "« storm the -rice-stocks, ‘relieve 'the
faniifie. ' The Party considered it the’ ctiitral slogan
to mabilize the masses, bring millions df ‘pedple oh
the streets to hold ‘demonstrations and train them
for the coming general insurrection. It called for.bold
development of the organizations for. National Salva-

20



tion. oi+the Viet Minh Frent, to develop; « the political
guard of the masses» and prepare ..the. .decjsive
assault: — the general insurreclion fo,seize power.
This slogan entirely.conformed, to the vital arid inime:
diate . interests, of the.masses who_su ported. dnd
heartily took part in it, Attacks on rite stocks broke
out continually, and spread to numeroctis communes
_ in North and Central Viet Nam. In daily struggles, the
Party. did not. neglect to link economic slogans with
palitical ofles, including stagans for the overthrowing
of 'the, Japanese fascists’ and the wresting’ back of
power for fhe pedple. L T T
" Those struggles were. interrelated with repression
of traitors, puppet notables, and ruffians, warnings
to, mandarins_ and puppet officials of villages: ahd
cantons, opposition to requisition’ of ricg and réflsal
~ to pay taxes to the Japapese, public speeches by shiock
tegms, and_armed, propaganda umits "in “markets,
landing-places, erterprises, schoals, theafres. Leaflets,
plac,@r'gsyf gold-starred red flagh Hppedted everyivhere,
right in some Japdilede barrdtks “and offices’ of 'the
puppet . administration. The Viet Minh repitation
ggljge.d‘; _t_lh'f(quhdu‘_t “the' cities afid- countryside; the
delta -and thé mounfalngu ‘4reas, The movement

ipgluded ot only' yorkess, peasants; small fraders,
students' and , public, servangs,” but. evep’ natiofal
59\111&&%15«; and, '3, figmber . of small ' landowners.
* Grrganizations for rational salvation, paitictilarly the
slf-defence:s units,  developed’ at " an. yunprecedented
- speed,, In, many, localities, the edemy. administiative
machinery was paralyzed. The primary Liberation
~ Gommittees- came forwarditp .organize ithe.maijnte-
‘nanceiof seaurity.and arder;-the building:ef:reyolu:
tiomaty. orderiandi safeguanding: of the people's  lives
and ‘propértyi; In: many:places,othe people; islighting
th.e puppet power and” ignoring them, went to the -
- Liberation Committeés-and .asked.them to. sétile their
‘dispates and disagreements-in their every day life. ::.

Y]
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out the-whole country. - < o i e L

The great World War was éntering the last stage.
The Gefman dnd’ Italian- fascisté had ‘surrendered.
“The Japanese fascists were alsg riearing their-end. In
July, 1945, at the Potsdam Conference, the ‘Soviet
Union decided to participate jr-the war on the Eastern

THé fever of the Insurrectioti waié’f‘boiling{throughe'

Er:o;nt’ . Lo ', - : .

- In Summer 1945, Comrade Ho Chi Minh* arrived

at Tan Trao, (Son Dueng, Tuyen Quang province) the

headquarters. of the Revolution in.the Free -zone, The

Central Committee, headed by Comrade Ho Chi Minh,

“decided to convené the Nationil Congress ol the
Party and the Peoplé's Congress. ... ~&.id o

The National Congress of the Party ‘dpéned' on
August 13, 1945, at-Tari Trao, compriging représérita-
tives from -all. Party branchés and 'a nutiber’ of
representatives in activity abroad, decided to launch
the general insurréction and put forth three principles:
centralization, unificatioti and timeliness, to guide the
insurrection. .. .0 0 oo T

. The. Congress stressed that « forces must be con-
‘eentrated upon the essential tasks », « unity of action
must be realized in the military and: political fields'»
and-that we must « demioralize the eneihy and induce
them to.surrender before fighting' them, 55 e
.- Besides the .main. qulestiofl Which’ 'ﬁéﬂ_thatf‘.df‘?thﬁ _

eneral insurrection, the Natiomal ‘Congress 'of the - -

arty. took many importanit décisions on doestic dtid
foreign’ policies toapply when' power - Was ' i sur -
h‘é'l'l"l"'ds.r’_"’f'“ 1.‘ R Lz.‘a; .'i::,-_‘l:;;zi';-s‘;!;:
‘AlsYegard domiestic ‘policy, the Congress empha-

sized “that. . gréat  attention .should :be- paid:-ito g

propaganda and education and tothe-organizatiomai -
t-h‘e? imasses-into _the‘ sorganizations: in: theViet::Mitth
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Front. Attention should:be:given: to-agricuitural ‘pro-
duction, first! of “all-to:food:production. The Congress -

~ defiriedthe national flag and-national anthem of the
. Démocratic Republic of Viet Nam ; enidorsed the great
teti-point :Viet Minh policy+as’ the  jundamental-and -
immediate policy of the whole Party, and entire people.
. Ag regards foreign policy, the Congress pointed out
the: policy of making full use of the .contradictions -
between. Britain, France; the U.8.A., and:Chiang
 Kai-shek, to by all means' avoid ibeing alone-in-face
of many enemies at:the same time.; o strive to win

the -approval :and .support. of the Soviet Union and
the. world people;’zésgécially; the French and Chinese
peoples ; to shatter the French imperialists’ schemes-
of coming back to our country and Chiang Kai-shek's
plots of turning our country into a vassal, S
“'The’. résolution: of the Congress guided the whole -
Party in’ the leadership of the Vietnamese people to
rise_and win back’ power. At the same time they -
oirfted‘oit to-the whole Party-and- people the guiding
Drinciplés and policies to b implemented after the
vié’to‘_qyﬁo*f‘tlje instirrection.' v et e
" Tmimgdiately affer the winding ‘up’of the National
Cobgréss. o August 16, 1945, 1he Baople's Congress
met at Tan Trao. Présent at the Congress’ were 60

répresentatives-iront political patities; people’s.organi- -~

. Zatlony; various mationalities: and retigions, includirg
. representatives frbm ttie North, Centre:and South-ang
- & number of'Vietnamese! residents #.coming: from
abrogdd/For theifirst-time;; the representativesrofiithe
- Viet! Minh-Front-in the ‘whols: country’ and sépregents
. atives; frdnd Varidus mationalities: in. Vieb Nam 'saw .
- Comrade H6 Chi ‘Minh; their:repected:afid:beloyed

leladap, v ot e i

(AT SRS RRRS:

* .The' Peofle's "Coitigress’ WholeHeartedly’ Approved -
- of«the: pélicy of general-instirrection! advocated by fhe
“Indochirése: Commintist Party: and thé: GeneralQoms< -
iittee of therViet+Minh: Répresenting the:Party at

%



the: Cangress, Comrade Truong Chinh. made ‘it clear
that ;- 'We -must . wrest: power. . from the hands of the
Japanese: and: their. stooges before the:.arrival; of; the
Alties ihi Indochina, -and, -as ‘masters;.of: thei country;
we:shall receive the:Allies who come to; disarm: the
Japamese. .. et
‘The: Congress ‘adopted «the:tan:point. Viet - Minh
policy and .elected the Viet- Nam National Liberation
Committee, which*was tahtamount to. the Provisionat
Government of.the Democratic:Republic of: Viet:Nam
headed by Comrade:Ho:Chi Minhi: v v peaes 1y
~ The news' ‘of “the' " Japanese capitlilatior spread
throughout the Wwhole ‘tountyy.” The -order 'of  generl
insurrection was ‘'givei' everywhere, “éxalting " tHe
masses and the pedple. - = To . BT
. The whole people rose up like one nian, The indam-
flable spirit of the Hation sirged lip stronger than
ever'before. " o0 T Y S S e
. The . Liberation. Army,  starting from Tan,. Trag
marched: on Thai Nguyep: town which was then still
in the Japanese hands. In;the.whole couniry,. the
armed organizations, ..self-defence . units, ..national
salvation, organizatigfis, the eritire peaple rose uf'to
carty out the general ingurrection and’seize power,
. Because 'of - diffioutt. meansi ‘of; liaison, many,local-
ities had not; regeived the Gentral: Committee order:of
general. insurrection, : but,. basingthemselves: on . the
Central Committee’s -instructions .i¢ Our tactigs: in
relation -tq; the .Franco-Japanese:.qonflict », ithey: led
the peaple to: rise:up..and. seize; power.-The (people;in
Ha:Tinh province rose on Augnst 12,1945, the people
in Quang Ngai, on August 13,/1945. On the l4th:and
15th, many Japanese posts standing .in the proximity
of the Free zone were seized by oyr forces. .. -
~iBut: i, was in.the three big ¢ities +Hanei; Fue and
- Saigen,.-that :the! August .genenal insirrection .won
Vi;CtQI‘iESI ofiia mgaiinnands'detisi!v&fmeaning.is rey wabishyg

; ; [ oo
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.. In*Hanoi, *while .our -Party: was actively preparing
for the: inmsurrection, the- reactionaries: set -up: the
« National Salvation Committee» with a:wview.to
beguiling the masses’ and ‘opposing: the -Revolution.
On:-August - 17, 945, :the. General Association :of
Furctionaries held: a meeting: in-favour of: the Tran
Treng Kim puppet Government. Answering the

Front’s call, the people.of Hanoi. protested :energeti-
cally and- turned this»'meeting: in favour ol the Viet
Minhi- Front..: - The. revolutionary effervescence: was
prevailing. Many entefprises, offices-arid shops closed
down, the gerieral politieal strike broke out. o

On August 19, 1945, more than one hundred thous-
and inhabitants of Hanoi, under the leadership of the
Party, displayed their forces in a huge demonstration
wh,ic{.l “quickly ‘turned into’ an insurrection for the
peacefiil canquest ol power in the capital city, ™

.- The victory..of -the insurrection . in:.Hanoi. gave a
strong impetus to: the movement. in other towns and
the countryside. This victory greatly influenced. the
victory of the August: Revolution: as a whole.:

" Pollowing - the' insurrection :in~ Hanoi was ‘the
successful insurrection-in 'Hue (August 23,:1945). On
August 25, 1945, the Delegation of the Central Govern-
ment: hedded by Comrade Tran Huy Liew went'to'Hue
- torreteive Bao Dat's sibdication, 717t v e
"ln!Nar Bo, on August 25, 1945, more.than one
- miflion people,. under: our T"a‘nty’;s'_.}!‘eaﬂer,s‘hip',g'hétd a

huge demonstration and. won power.in Saigop, ;...

- Within:ten days, the: August Gengral Insurrection
was successinlin the.-whole country. From the Gentral
down to the village levels, the people’s revolutionary

&ower was established. On: August: 27, 1945, the Viet

Nam.:Provisional  Government was. re.shuffled,) and
included ron-Viet Minh and non-Party personalities,

_On September. 2; 1945,.500,000. people of Hanei and
from other provinces gathered-in:Ba Dinh Square;.
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I-Jlanol, to, hold:a. meeting! to':acclaimi the first: Provi-
siomal:: Government of il e}Demoenatm 4Repubtic of_
V:[et Niam Ciiral Aliegadiov
&n behall of the: Provxsmma], Government Presndent
Ho ‘Chi.Minh/read the. Declaration of: Independence;
declared: that- the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
was born, inatgurating a new glonous page of the
hxstory .0f ‘'the Vietnamese nation. «: .=
- The: Declaration: of lndependence afﬁrmed the role
of the. masses as; the ccreators. of  history, :and: the
authers of the Revolution. The August:Revolution was
the work of the people: under.,the l,eadership of sthe
Party, _
September Py 1945, Wil for ever rema}n oné, of the
most glorioys days of the Vietnamese people. ",
o ombmm% their ‘action wlth the. V1et1;|amese revo-
lutlonarles, th aotlan peop}e, under the ' leadership
of Laotian dern crafs and ‘patriots, headed' by Prince
Souphanouvong; roseto seize: poWér i Slmu'ltaneouély,
the: Cambodian - people:rose:up! too to) LW‘ﬂge the.
-revolutionafy: struggla, < w0 @il o
The Vietriamese: Revelutlon! mﬂuencedf the l'evolu
tion 'in .our twp neighbousing, countries and had a
resounding : echa on. Southea$t Aman ,‘people and
Erench colonies, in Afrigas i1 ¢ G -
. The victory, of; the August, Rwolwtmn put am end_
to more than eighty years of; impegia listiiand. thous,
) ands of .years of feudal oppress%on, and.. brou ght the
etna‘mese peﬁple ‘from the ‘Cond 1dh of aves’ to that
of masters of ‘the’ country. « Tt'is tHe first' titne ifi'the -
revolutionary ‘History ‘ol ‘coloial’ éﬁd ‘semiidblonial
- people; that d+party. of-only fiftden yelaryof-age Has
led. the' revolution- to duccesgt! tandtivon' ipoweriin - the

WhOIe 00111'].1:!’}'» 2SR sidi b ety 2 Hgosuth ar voaeoly

+Thisigredt vlctmy wvas dub’ﬂrstitoi thé~tnited fopces
mnthei}stru@gle of “ouftientire - ‘pedpleyiito! the‘ihe‘ﬂﬁk‘.

i l}i e dlati-aon b Jril IeE onon-hobuls

T ri;xeeﬁpt T Pradtdbiit 10" Shi Minh'ah folitidar reéort "éti Hfe séctmd
_Ooneragsrorethe(ﬂnrty,sin Hebnuaryr‘lBBI FVARL S b f;“ EREHTEN
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sdcrificing spirit. of all -cadres; Party members. and
members of; National - Salvation -associations, and
particularly:. because :our ‘Party; .had:- sucaessfully
applied..: Marxlsm Lenmlsm to the Vlatnamese
congit ions Lo

~iOh the: othelf hénd‘ th?e SUCcess of the August F{é\ror
fution wasdue’ partiy to’ the victory gained 'by thé
hétoie: Soviet Army over' the -aggressive fascists,
including’: the::Japanese :fascists, 'which created
extremely favourable condltlons for our people to
' rlse up-andsseige power.: o e

Frqm the' August Revolutlon we have drawn the
folld’x{v"ng ‘éxperienc,es n

Trogth H P
-.::.{-rhz.-;;-'.ii s CAREFUL PREPARATION

« The success of the. Revolutlon does rlot come by
itself, ‘it, must_be prepared and won®. The August
Revolution took ‘place within' the 'span of only fifteen
_ days but it had: begn prepared through ﬁfteen years
_rom the 'first’ days of LU Party he, struggle$

the‘ ,e e b:rth ot our Party
%r!l‘ ‘ip(f;sl?y p iy ny“d{-nllg ‘on a great Lér ‘small
sgal e are tﬁe ugd,st Revolu ign. From 'lhe
, y?' 9?4{) n of ‘l:};)e t‘Fentrai Comthittée to' the
: ﬁt "1’9‘45 atxof}al Co gfess of the arty, many
';ns rpgtloné and ;(;mluﬁioris of, thé” arty 12 ‘direcfed
- the,work of the Party a and ;he‘V;et M;n ‘Tront towards
: - ins s _f,t-:on aﬁd‘ §gxzure

?”‘HQWGI-._( : 10y BT ’ S|

- 1.Qnrthe, wleologsinasl fietdy athe Party mmbatted; and :
_Sl’ﬂ‘ﬂSlﬂﬂd: -all «pessimistici, Jand. . deleatistiideas, the -
: yito:surrender to theFrench-Japanese fasdists,
_-'m;ml boraterwith: atid; make useof them, androther
'i?'_'errorleous; bh:nk;ngs,:furmtad the: whﬁle Peartsy amﬂ .

-

* St_ﬂ]ll‘l B Th&b“l}iﬂ._ﬂilﬂﬂﬁnﬂfﬂ‘-Q‘ﬂlmﬂm--(gwmrs!mr ',J,r‘t-?"_ 3?/}! l} o
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entire people to reach the aim of the struggle, the
general -insurrection.for the seizure of power. . .
- On- the orgamnizational field, 'thé -Party ‘strove to
train cadres, build up {he bases 'of thé' Resistance,
organize the armed and semi-armed forces, seize:local
power, and found. the Free zone.:At: the :same time,
the Party united all people’s strata into the Viet Minh
Front . and  organized. .« the. political .army of., ih¢
magses », Teady toistruggle under the.leadership of
t'l'le Party : : N S Srrioon

Thanks to the long and careful preparations of the
Party, our people . throughout. the .country .availed
themselves of the opportunity which was given: to
them by the capitulation of the Japanese fascists to
the Soviet Union and the Allies, to rise up as one
man, seize power; and found the Dembcratic Republic
of Viet Nam. ' ' ' '

©* .. 2. SEIZE THE RIGHT OPPORTUNITY, '
“In an insurfection «if we seize'the right dpportunity,

our victory ‘will- be ensured », > ' 7 o
.. Our Party decided to! laungh 'the general instirec:
tion at a time when the objective ;_\and,,;ﬁqp‘llegf:i‘{e
conditionis. were most favourable. In"'the world, the

democratic forces. led by the Soviet Unioft ltad crudfied
i Sermin, Tealian 214 Japaticde fascists, 1n Vidt
Nam, thé eriemies . of, the', Revolution, the Fretich -
imperialists, had been ousted dnd sent sprawling 'b;
the Japariese' fascists’ who 'were also defeatéd’ and.
reduced to a state of extreme confusion: The Japanese
troops in'iIndochinal weére ‘completely demdralized,
the imperialists’ stooges had’lost their support, rand
the broad masses of people were:feverishly s‘truggling
for 'théir right o live. The-middle strata were'tehding
towards:the: Revolution ‘and the vanguard-our Bartyr

* Lenin : Left Wing ‘Communisti- Ah- Tnfantiler Disckderlt : vt @
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whb resolved o sacrifice tothe last in deading the
masées' tosmash:'all chains ofislavery amd secure
: mdépendence and : freedom. Though the opportunity
was most.faveurablé; it lonly lasted a short.time.: If
we had launched:the general insurrection. immediate-
lycafter the March 9;1945, coup:de force or before the
Japanese surrender te the. Soviet Union and the Allies,
we would have suﬁered great losses and would not
have, been able. tp seize . dawer in, the whole country.
Og,ihe contrary,. i we, had not lqunched the insurrec-
{Lon aiter the Ja anese cﬁpltulatmn to. the" Sov;et

nion and’ th Al fes, before the, ﬁnt;sh and U.'S, A.

Tmies (or‘ he "army’ of Chiang  Kai: shek) had
entered our country and the Tran Trong Kim puppet
government had got in touch with them, or before the
Frenély colonialists «camie. back and restored- the old
POWE,. the iavqurable qpporunity would no. longer
have existed. To ; seize the right 0 portumty to launch
the strugglé Wwas ati‘impdrtant successfil experience

oI thq Augqst Revolution, 5,1‘;5;:-.;”.,...;; Y
5 LAUNCHING OF The REVOLUTIONARY

;;HIQH TIRE, QF; LHE, WHQLE, REQPLE ;.

Ty Wit 'siiedeys, fhie'atthed ifistjitEétion rhust rehr
oh the“people’s’ révoldtion’eiry“mg t’ldé »* Thls! ’is a

 Maixist-Leéninilst rincipfeis? '+ oY

.1The August:Revolutivh lidd drdwiv the -gréat: major-
1t;y of e ! géople..townse iwp, Ouri:whole! people from
Northi-ta Southy Hirom: the' countryside: {0 the town,
 belonging to all:classes, tationdlities:and- rehglems :
- wane~¢loging:itheiri ranksiiunder: the: bainner: of -the
Party. In this hhlg’h ibiddli vwavejs the »workers: and
easants. were the grea est, force with degisive
Fﬁﬁﬁgé}ln E‘)‘thé v‘it:tog b It’ghe, in ’u?re tg\n [$cgres
pf 'l ;gﬂ nds ol wotk rE VYoot people nﬁ‘istudgnts _

sdsHaa—n bl r:i I R BRI FIS L R R
- %Lenin ; Marxism and the Question of Armed lnsurrentluﬂ;i';':‘t‘;!;":z-
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in towns, millions of ‘peasants in the' countryside,
under the. Party leadership, held ‘demonstrations
- followed by displays of force in the streets, .and by
direct ‘action took power into:their hands. The high
tide .of the anti-Japariese . struggle . for . National
Salvation was indeed: an unprecedented revolution-
ary 'high' tide of the whole people in. our natlonal
hlstory -

It was precisely thanks to this revolutionary
surging tide that the August Revolution had rapidly
gained victory, though Party cadres and members
were few. and, the ‘armed forces of the people were
small

'. 4 SKILFUL COMBINATION: OF FORMS
 OF ARMED STRUGGLE WITH FORMS
OF POLITICAL STRUGGLE,

The August Revolution was a creative combmat
ion of forms of armed struggle w1th forms of poht
ical” struggle i

Since thie Bac Son insurréction '(September 1940),
the. Party’s., polu:.i:l ‘was, to maintain. armed. forces,
build bases and. by.means of armed struggles, to
promote the political struggle.in the whole country.

- After: the. March.. 9, 1945, Japanese icoup. de force,
the general form .of struggle was apmed deronstra-
tions; and the particular. form-of struggle then iwas
guerrl!a war{are ‘where: the -conditions were:favour:
able ‘with:.the use of i« units -of honour» to irepress
trartors in:towns; and countryside,.: SR TR

“ Kiter the Japanese surrender to the, Sov1et Umo
and ‘the Alhes, the National” Congress of. tlge Barty
‘held ‘4t Tdn Trao deécided to « combme military and
- political . actions » m order to launch the general
msurrectrom R IR
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' Ditrihg the: feverish days of the Augiist Revolition,
the'* \xhdespread dtid maif fdrmé’ of struggle ‘were -
general political - demonstr ions by the ‘Masses
closely" cornbmed with ‘lécal’ drmed ‘struggles;” and
armed’ demonstratrons with' dlSPl@Ys of force tirning
irito” local "armed “insurfections. “All-these’ forms’ of
struggle paved the way for the- ‘general 1nsurrectlor1
for the SElZHl‘e of power m the whole country o

. 5, MAI{ING FULL USE OFTHE =

- CON’FRADICTIONS IN' THE . ENEMY'S, RANKS

AND SPEARHEADING OUR! FORCES AT “THE
MAIN ENEMY .

From the NoVember, 1939 Sessmn of the Centra]
Cornrnlttee to the May, 1941, Session, our:Party
conegived -of the foundation. .ol a broad Natjonal
United. Front in order to,aim the.spearhead ]gf our
Iorces at th,eeenemyio,f the nat1on .the ,Japanese-: rench
fascist-imperialists. o o o

+4-After the February,i: 1943 -Session: of the Standmg
Bureati:ofiithe »Central: Committee;- the:: Party :recs
ogtized the necessity!ta:broaden: the: Front further,
to umite-with-natiohal.bourgeoisie: and: intellectuals ;
‘to-carry.on propaganda among the enemy soldiers -
and functionaries, win over anti-fascist foreign resi-
-dents, and differentiate between the ranks of -the
French in. Indechina and thoroughly 1solate the
Japanese-French fascists. = :

After the Japanese coup de force (March 9, 1945),

~ . the Party replaced the slogan - «Drive out the
Japanese ‘and French» by the slegan «Drive out

- the Japanese fascists», concentrating the fire of

.- tevolutionary struggle on the Japanese fascists and
- pro-Japanese traitors.

‘The = August Revolutron broke out. . Whlle the -
. -Japanese faso1sts who had surrendered to the Sovnet T
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Union, and: the Allies, were demoralized and practic-
ally, did not. fight us, any more, our Party advocated
the. neptralization 0§.;tbe, :Japanese in order to con:
eentrate our, forces. to disintegrate the. pro:Japarese
puppet. administrative machinery, Even the puppets
were. in: a_copnfused vacillating situation, therefore
our Party. worked to win -over, as, many. forces. as
possible,. neutralize others, thus isolating the most
stubborn reactionary elements to overthrow them.
Thus, our Party availed itsell of the least contra-
dictions ‘dmong" the enemy 'ranks,’ t6 paralyse the
opposition . of . -counter-revolutionary ::fprces - and
dissolve;the ranks of .the pro;Japanese clique. .. .

 To make full use of .the contradictions among the
enemy ranks and . take good airi at the main enemy
was:a feature and:also a good -point of the August
Revolution. .. . .=+ . i
*'The" lessons' and experiences of the August Revo-
lution' Have a~practical -influence: on our - people’s
struggle to a¢hleve’ the task of the national people’s
democratic revolution throughout -the: ‘country: -At
the 'same time, they make a contribution to the enrich-
ment  6f the treasure:of. revolutionary: itheory: in: a
colonial :and semi-feudal icountry,-in-an epoch when
imperialism is. intdecdy-and socialism is-victorious.
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