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the delta, speak various southern Chinese
~ dialects, Most older educated North Vietnam-
ese can speak French, a legacy of the colonial
era, Russianhas becomethe principaltechnical
language as many young North Vietnamese
have received training in the Soviet Union.
Both Russian and Chinese are taught in the
secondary schools, Hanoi c¢laims that more
than 95 percent of the population is literate,

.~ The Government administers all educa-
tional facilities, and the Lao Dong (Communist)
Party maintains a system of political controls
which permeates both acadermic and extra-
curricular activities of young people, North
Viet-Nam inherited from the French a system
which emphasized the liberal arts, Hanoi has
changed this emphasis to applied sciences and
vocational training, There are about 10,000
‘‘general educational program’’ (i.e,, primary
and secondary) schools in North Viet-Nam,
Hanoi University is the principal center of
higher learning, and there are many technical
and scientific schools as wellas politicaltrain-
ing institutions for party and government per-
sonnel, In addition, North Viet-Nam in recent
years has sent about 25,000 students to the
Soviet Union and other Communist countries
under wvarious bilateral technical assistance
programa. '

North Viet-Nam has a long Buddhist tradi- -

tion, but the practice of religion except in
Communist’ Party-prescribed fashions has
been circumscribed, The Government has,
however, tolerated Buddhist activities to some
‘extent, particularly among the older genera-
tion, Presumably it hopes succeeding genera-
tions can be educated to discard the traditions
of Buddhism in favor of the precepts of
“‘scientific socialism.’’

Before 1954 there were more than 1,4 mil-
lion Roman Catholics in North Viet«Nam, About
half fled to the South after the Geneva agree-
menta of 1954 called for temporary division of
Viet-Nam, with Communist forces grouped
in the North, North Vietnamese leaders view
the Roman Catholic Church with great sus-
picion because it was outspokenly anti-Comu:
munist during the preindependence period, and
because it is the most cohesive non-Communist
group in North Viet-Nam.,

GOVERNMENT

North Viet-Nam’s Constitution, adopted in
1960, presents the Hanoi government as a
representative democracy and claims adher-
ence to suchprinciples as separation of powers,
an independent judiciary, universal suffrage,
and human rights. It containe a long list of
civil liberties which are to be guaranteed if
their exercise does not damage the interests
of the state, : ‘

-3

In reality, legislative and executive author-
ity is combined, and, even in the official
governmental structure, the judiciary is subor-
dinated to both other ‘‘branches.'’ '

The highest legislative organ is the National
Assembly, membere of which are supposed to
be elected every 4 years, The Assembly meets
twice yearly and theoretically exercises wide
lawmaking and appointive authority, In prac-
tice, however, it simply gives formal approval
to proposals of executive organs. A permanent
Standing Committee is empowered to act for the
Assembly when it is not in session, Other
legislative bodies, called People’s Councils,
are elected at province, district,-and village
levels, As in all Communist.run elections,
council candidates are selected by the party,
The councils choose administrative commit-
tees which handle the day-to-day business on
the local level and are ultimately responsible
to the Premier of North Viet-Nam and his
Council of Ministers, Thus the committee’s
function is more executive than it is legisla-
tive,

The most important centers of power within
the North Vietnamese Government are the
executive agencies—the President; the Pre-
mier; the Council of Ministers (almost all of
whom are members of the Lao Dong Party
Central Committee); and the administrative
committees described above, According to
the Constitution, the President is appointed by
the National Assembly, and he in turn appoints

-the Premier and the various ministers. The
present Council of Ministers comprises about
30 members, six of whom are also members
of the party’s highest policymaking body, the
Central Committee’s Politburo. The key min-
istries—defense, foreign affairs, and public
security (police}ware all headed by Politburo
members, The number of non-Communists on
the Council has decreased since the first years
+of the regime as the number of highly trained
and competent party mermbeis has increased,

As in other Communist countries, the most
important political instifution in North Viet.
Nam is the party, the Dang Lao Dong Viet-Nam
(Viet-Nam Worker’s Party) or Lao Dong Party.
With the exception of Party First Secretary
Le Duan, all Politburo members concurrently
hold high positions in the Government, This is
also the case at the lower levels of government
where province, district, and village party of-
ficiale dominate the administrative councils,

. Prior to his death on September 3, 1969, Ho
Chi Minh was President of North Viet-Nam and
Chairman of the Party Central Committee,
The Presidency became largely honorific when
Ton Duc Thang replaced Ho, The party is now
under the ‘‘collective leadership’ ofthe Polit-
buro which is headed by Party First Secretary
Le Duan, who has a ‘‘first among equals’’
status, No one has replaced Ho as Chairman
of the Central Committee,
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HISTORY/POLITICAL CONDITIONS

In 111 B.C. ancestors of the present-day
Vietnamese, who inhabited part of what is now
southern China and northern North Viet-Nam,
were conquered by forces of China’s Han
dynasty, Chinese rule lasted more than 1,000
“until 939 A,D,, when the Vietnamese
ousted their conquerors and begana southward
expansion which was to take them all the way
to the Gulf of Siam. However, nominal Chinese
suzerainty over Viet-Nam continued until the
arrival of the French in the mid~19th century.

At the beginning of the 17th century Viet-Nam
split into two hostile states, divided at a point
just above the present demarcation zone, They
were reunited inthe 19th century when factional
difficulties became less acute,

French Colonization

Throughout the firat half of the 19th century,
Western (primarily French) traders and mis-
sionaries attempted to expand their influence
in Indochina (L.aos, Cambodia, and Viet-Nam).
The Vietnamesge rulers of the time were of an

isolationist and xenophobic bent and actively -

resisted these incursions,

Citing what it felt was growing persecution
of the country’s 300,000 Christians by the
Vietnamese rulers,
1858 occupied the port of Tourane, now called
Da Nang. Religious and commercial problems
continued, and the French extended their con-
trol over the Vietnamese, Cochin China=now

. the southern third of South  Viet-Namwwas

made a French colony in 1867, In 1884 Annam
and Tonkin—central and northern Viet-Nam—
became French protectorates after France
defeated Vietnamese and Chinese forces in
Tonkin, French control over Viet-Nam was
greatly circumscribed during the Japanese
occupation which began in 1940, and in March
1945 Japan took cornrplete control,

Throughout the French colonial period, but
especially after 1920, nationalist and revolu=
tionary groups operated openly and clandes-
tinely in Viet-Nam, By far the best organized
and most disciplined of these groups was the
Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth League and
its successor, the Indochinese Communist
Party.

Origins of Vietnamese Communism

The Vietnamese Communist movement began
in Paris in 1920, when a man called Nguyen
Van Thanh, one of the first of at least a dozen
pseudonyms used by Ho Chi Minh, became a
charter member of the French Communist
Party. In 1922 Ho Chi Minh went to Moscow to
study Marxist doctrine and later to Canton to
serve the Chinese revolutionary government,
While in China he formed the Vietnamese
Revolutionary Youth League, setting the stage

France attacked and in.
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for the formation of the Indochinese Cominu-
nist Party in 1930, Official North Vietnamese
sources say the party was founded on instruc-
tions from the Moscow-based Communist In-
ternational {Comintern),

French authorities Ja11ed much of the party
leadership in 1930 after its abortive attempts
to establish ‘‘soviets’’ (agricultural com-
munes) in Nghe An Province, Ho Chi Minh was
abroad at that time but was imprisoned later
in Hong Korg by the British, He was released -
in 1933, and in 1936 a new French government
released his compatriots who, at the outset of
World War II, fled to China, There they were
joined by Ho, who formed the Viet Minh, which’
wag purportedly a coalition of all anti-~-French
Vietnamese groups, Official North Viethamese
publications state that the Viet Minh was
founded and led by the Indochinese Comrmunist
Part'y‘.

World War 1i Years

Although some Vietnamese nationalists
joined the Viet Minh, the more influential ones
remained aloof, Like Ho Chi Minh and his col-
leagues, they had fled to the Chinese border
province of Kwangsi, In October 1942 Chinese
Kuomintang generals invited all major non-
Communist factions of Vietnamese nationalism
to a conference in Kwangsi to forma “‘govern-
ment-in-exile,”’ The organization which
emerged from this conference, known as the
Viet«Nam Cach Menh Dong Minh Hoi (Viet-
Narm Revolutionary League} or Dong MinhHoi,
was fragmented, poorly led, and generally
ineffectual in comparison with the Viet Minh
which had good leadership, a tight organiza-
tion, and an established network of party
agents and bases in V1et-Nam.

The Dong Minh Hoi's K.uornlntang mentors
decided, therefore, to seek union of the two
organizations. In early 1943, to effect the
rapprochement, Ho Chi Minh, who had been
imprisoned by the Chinese a year before, was
released. Nominally merged withthe Dong Minh
Hoi, the Viet Minh played alargely independent
role, strengthening its military and political
organization in Viet Nam. Its non-Communist
partners merely awaited the day when the
Kuomintang would carry them to power,

The Viet Minh, then, with the only effective
Vietnamese military force, was able to fillthe
vacuum created by the Japanese coup de force
of March 9, 1945, which virtually e'Iimmated
French authority in northern Viet«Nam, On
August 16, the day after ‘V-J Day,’”” Ho Chi
Minh severed ties with the “V1et-Nam Provi-
gional Republican Government'' formed at a
Dong Minh Hoi congress in March 1944, and
established the ‘‘Viet-NamNational Liberation
Committee,’”’ At the same time, Viet Minh
guerrillas were transformed intothe ‘'Libera=
tion Army.”’ When Ho Chi Minh and his Viet
Minh units entered Hanoi, they were greeted
with an outpouring of support from enthusiastic
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BASIC COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION IN SOUTH VIET-NAM

The Land Reform was carried out in two
stages, the first being the Land Rent Reduction
Campaign {1954) and the second the Land
Reform proper {1955-56) during whichland was
distributed to *‘‘the toilers,” Distribution,
however, was but a transitory step leading to
*‘cooperativization’’ and finally ‘‘collectiviza.
tion,”” In implementing the Land Reform, the

party followed the methods of the Chinege

Communists, Its ‘‘free hand to the masses’’
doctrine meant that persons were accused,
denounced, and punished with little concern on
the part of the leadership about excesses,

Statistics on victims of the reform program
(1951-56) were never publicized, butthe figure
probably lies between 100,000 and 200,000, in-
cluding the considerable number who com-
mitted suicide to avoid mass trials or who
starved to death, When the Geneva agreements
went into effect in 1954, many potential victims
sought to escape these measures by going
South, Thia caused Hanoi to ease the campaign
until the 300-day period for free movement
expired,
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The purge of the countryside was resumed in

late 1955 and reached a peak in early 1956, By

late summer, however, the de-Stalinization
campaign in Russia and the famous “Hundred
Flowers’’ speech in China had had aliberaliz.
ing influence in North Viet-Nam, Moreover,
the essentially political goals of the land re-
form campaign [i,e,, the elimination of politi.
cal opposition to the regime by equating
“landlords’’ with ‘‘reactionaries’ in rural
areas) had been largely achieved. A ‘‘Rectifi-
cation of Errors’’ campaign was begun in the
fall of 1956, therefore, to halt the excesses.

As in Hungary and Poland, the period of
liberalization resulted in open revolt in North
Viet-Nam, principally in the Quynh Luu dis~
trict of Ho Chi Minh'e native province, Nghe
An, A thousand peasants were reported ki]ﬁed
or wounded and several thousand more ar-
rested and deported when the uprising was
suppressed bythe '‘Viet-NamPeople’s Army,”’
By early 1957 the short-lived period of lib-
eralization was over, '












have reached critical proportions, At one point
in 1968 the monthly ‘‘rice ration'’ of an aver-

‘ centiy complained that Hanoi is supporting the

age North Vietnamese was composed of only 30 .

percent rice, the remainder being wheat prod-
ucts, corn, and manioc, North Viet-Nam was
forced to rely on massive imports of wheat and
other food grains from the Soviet Union and
China in order to maintain even bare subsist-
ence levels,

Most of the farmers are organized into ‘‘vol-
untary’’ cooperatives whose affairs are man-
aged by local party chapters, The Government
claims that more than 90 percent of all farmers
and 95 percent of the arable land belong to
cooperatives, The planning function is monop=
olized by the central government, .

North Viet-Nam has never enjoyed aforeign
trade -surplus. Deficits have been financed
through aid from Communist countries, with
whom North Viet-Nam conducts nearly all its
trade, Recently, North Viet-Nam hag beentry-
ing to expand its trade contacts with Western
nations, especially the Scandinavian countries,
and Japan, Its principal exports are coal, wood
products, apatite, and handicrafts; its imports
run the gamut from petroleum products, ve-
hicles, and industrial equipment to food and
raw textiles, The Government has not published
trade statistics since 1963,

FOREIGN RELATIONS

North Viet-Nam maintains diplomatic rela-
tions with all Communist states in Europe and
Asgia; with a number of ‘‘third-world’' nations
in Asgia, Africa, and the Near East; and is ex-
panding its diplomatic contacts with non-
Communist nations in Western Europe., In
January 1969 Sweden recognized North Viet-
Nam, and later that year Hanoi sent an
economic delegation to the Scandinavian coun.
tries to discuss its postwar development,

In recent years the North Vietnamese have
remained neutral in the Sino-Soviet schism,
Hanoi relies on good relations with both the
U.S.5.R, and Communist China to ensure itself
adequate and timely supplies of war materiel
and economic assistance,

North Viet-Nam’s relations with Laos and
Cambodia have become increasingly strained

Khmer Rouge (Communist) insurgency which
is aimed at toppling the government of Pnnce
Slhanouk

NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

* member of Lao Dong Party Central
Committee
¥ member of Politburo -

President-Ton Duc Thang¥*

Vice President--Nguyen Luong Bang¥

Chairman, National Assembly Standing Coma
mittee—Truong Chinh*#

- Premier—Pham Van Dong#*

because of Hanoi’s militant support of Com- "

munist insurgents, especially in Laos, Hanoi
has never admitted the presence of the more
than 50,000 North Vietnamese troops in Laos,
but these trocps bear the brunt of the fighting
on the Communist side, North Viet-Nam also
shuffles large contingents of troops in and out
of Cambodia between Communist offensives in
‘South Viet-Nam, Cambodian media have re-

First Deputy Premier—FPham Hung¥¥

Deputy Premier and Minister of Defense—
Vo Nguyen Giap¥¥

Deputy Premier and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairg-.Nguyen Duy Trinh*%

POLITBURO OF THE LAO DONG PARTY

(listed in rank order used by Hanoi media}

Le Duan (First Secretary of the Party)

Truong Chinh

Pham Van Dong

Pham Hung

Vo Nguyen Giap

Le Duc Tho

Nguyen Duy Trinh

Le Thanh Nghi

Hoang Van Hoan

(Alternate members: Tran Quoc Hoan and Van
Tien Dung)
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