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A second thing we attempted to point t<;> .in the. testimony was 
that we perceived in Vietnam a g~·adua.l transItIon taku:g place rather 
than an abrupt or sharp one, as III Chma <?r Cnba, wInch meant that 
there is probably not as harsh or as abrasIve a cha~1ge for people as 
might have occurred in other places. And that mIght speak to the 
issue to some dE'gree of human rights. 

:Mr. GOODLI~G. I have no problem with any of that. 
~fr. ~fCCLEARY. Fine. 
Mr. GOODLIKG. The problem was that the three of you came on so 

strong as if this is it. 
~fr. )fCCLEARY. 'Ve certainly didn·t mean to communicate in our 

testimony that all was all riglit. 'Ve were only attempting to re("ord 
in terms of the resettlement camp that we saw and hope that that 
"would assist you in terms of the larger picture. 

But I would simply like to say that I think in terms of the situa­
tion with Vietnam, there are two factors we hope yon will keep in 
mind. That is, in the relatively near future, 10, 15, 20 years, as you look 
at Indochina and Southeast Asia, Vietnam will playa very significant 
role in Indochina. 

Hence, I think the quicker we are in a position to rE'store relation­
ships ,,,ith them, open np dialog with them, the greater probability 
we will ha ve of influencing them. 

The sE'cond thing in regard to that is that in tE'rms of grtting that 
information, the quicker we do restore relations, the better. 

Hence, the better knowledge, the more accuracy of input we ,,·ill 
haY{' in order to make the kinds of decisions we will have to make'. 

So I would simply affirm the need for normalization of relation­
ships with Vietnam on the basis of survival. They will playa sig­
nifirant rolE' in Soutlwast Asia and we ought to "be a part of that and 
not isol a te ourse I yes. 

)11'. FRASER. I take it you would say-I don't necE'ssarily think ,,,e 
will get morE' information. There are an awfnllot of countries where 
we have diplomatic relations whrre it·s yrry, very difficult to get 
any information whatsoever, eVE'n though we have diplomatic 
relations. 

~1r. DERWIXSKI. Doctor. this trio im·o]yrn in this last trip, have 
YOll, sir, enr bE'en to Vie'tnam before? 

)Ir. )1cCLEARY. No. I ha,'e not. Neithrr has ~fs. Meinertz, but Dr. 
Haines was making his 12th trip to Vietnam. 

~Ir. DERWI~SKI. I assume that he has been to N"orth and South 
Viptnam. 

~Is. )LEDH:RTZ. Elenn time'S to the South and once to tlw N" ort h 
prior to the {'lId of the war. 

)fr. DERWIXSKT. I sre. 
)[s. )IETxJo:RTZ. ~1ay I jnst add one statement to what Dr. )[cClrary 

said, pnrticnlarly to ~fr. Goodling about his assumptions about politI­
cal bias in onr presentation. 

One other pipce which I think is important in terms of Clmrrh 
~'~orhl S\lTicc in Vietnam is that we are one of the maior agencirs 
lI1voh:ed .111 refngE':- rE'settlE'!l1ents and we ar:e one df tIlE' fiw primary 
ngencIrs lllvolyed m rE'settlmg all of the Vletnamese' who have come 
hpJ"p so far. 'Ye currently haye two staff prople assiO"Jwd to the boat 
cnsp problem, one in )1alaysia, one in Bangkok. So "'in trl"ms of the 
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larger picture, I think ,,"e do try to get all kinds of input. lVe thought 
we were asked here today to give some very specific information. 

Mr. DERWIXSKI. Mr. Luce, you are an expert, I gather, on Vietnam. 
[Pause] 
)1r. LUCE. Yes. 
)11'. Cor. I would like to express some idea about the problem of 

religion in Vietnam. 
Fmit of all, in Hanoi itself, after 30 years of Communist rule, all 

of the city of Hanoi only has one church left, and, that church'~ name 
is Bach Mai Church. But nowadays, the Commumsts use that Church 
as a hospital and the so-called Bach Mai Church was mond to a slllall 
house ill an alley. I got the inforlllation from a wry close relative, 
:Nguyen ,Hoang Phuong, who was ill\'ited to Hanoi for a 2-week visit. 
Phuong now lives with me ill Pittsburgh. 

As to the churches in Saigon, actually, all the clllll'ches around 
Saigon were closed down. The only church that the Communists left 
open was the one called Our Lady's Church in the cenh'r of Saigon. 
The reason for which the Communists let this church be open was 
that they want to show foreign visitors that they did give religious 
freedom to the Vietnamese people. 

Actually, because they are liying in such difficnlt circlUllstances. a 
number of Vietnamese people tried their best to go to church in order 
to pray, because that is the ultimate consolation for them in their 
lins since there is nothing else left. 

But I would like to draw your attention to the fact that the people 
who wrnt to this church come from the area SUl'l'oul1(ling Saigon, 
because their churches were closed. So thev come to the onlv church 
that is still open. The people who w'ent to 'church got into difficulties 
"dth the COlllBlunist authorities. This is the reason why I would 
like to make a statement in front of you, that in Vietnam today, 
frpedom of religion no longer cxists. ' 

I would like to stop here. 
)11'. DERWIXSJU. Thank you. "~e arc getting-I don't suppose it is 

contradictor~- informatioll so much as information depending upon 
one's vantage point. 

But ~1r. Luce, are you familiar with a gentleman-I will spell the 
nlllllC rathrl' than pl'onouC'e it. ~1y pronullciation would be 'Yin Con 
"~nn, but it is sprlled Xgn~"eJl Cong HORn. 

He was an antigo\"el'l1l1lent spokesman, I understand, in South Viet­
nam at one time. Does that register with you at all ~ 

Mr. LUCE. I did not know him as an outspokpn antigovernment 
figure there. He lllay ha,-e been hnt it was not the SHlIle gronping of 
people as as X go Cong Duc, or some of the others. But he lllay have 
been ,yithin the same group but he wasn't one of the sallie group 
leaders, but I knO\y ""ho you are referring to. . 

)[1'. DERWIXSKI. You CIa know the name ~ 
~Il'. LUCE. Yes. 
)Ir. DERWIXSJU. In an article that was published in a .Tapanese news­

pape!' at the sallie tilllP, early Ua,v of H)i7, while you were in Vietnam, 
I am now reading quotes from this article. He was quoted as saying: 

In Yietnam toda.,", that fundamental human rights are not guaranteed, No 
freedom of religioll. speech, or lllOl'ement. In a word. there i~ no freooom at all 
excevt the freedom to obey the orders of the COllllllunist Pat·ty. 
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He went on in the article to say: 
Re-education would be simply to be in prison. All religious publications have 

teen stopped. In former Catholic schools in the South, all teachers must present 
Marxist-Leninist lectures. 

And he described a film called "Holy Day," distributed in the South. 
It reportedly shows Christian women who visit churches being raped 
liy the priest. Admission to universities and technical schools is re­
served strictly for students whose parents did not serve the Saigon 
government in any capacity and there are a numbe~ of other poin~s. 

Now since those statements were made, at the tIme you were III 

Vietnam, would you care to comment on their validity? 
:Mr. LUCE. Some of them are not true. Reli6ious materi&ls are being 

published in South Vietnam. I saw some of the materials. It is being 
produced. They have just done an edition of the Bible, for example. 

] would also point out, just in terms of the testimony here, that I 
velien,Mr. Coi said there was only one church in Hanoi. I was in two 
different «:hurches in Hanoi. There were several there. He said there 
was onljone in Saigon, which was Our Lady's Church, which was in 
the 'center o£ Saigon. 

] SlliW that one with people going into it and so on. I did not go into 
it this time, l'mt I went to another one in Tan Dinh. 

So there are several churches which are operating and I was in 
them and saw them functioning with parishioners. 

So that there are a lot of things that I don't know how get started, 
and I don't know why, but they are just not true. 

In terms of the general impression, it is not the same as the impres­
sion I got from Vietnamese friends and from people that I talked to in 
the marketplace. And I did have the freedom to go to people's homes 
and talk to them in their homes. I talked with journalists that I have 
known for many years. I went to one of the newspaper offices and 
drank ~oconut juice and just talked with some of the writers, and then 
went out and walked around with one of the writers. 

So I did not find these things true. 
~Ir. DERWINSKI. All through the period of the conflict, you, I be­

lieve, from time to time, met with officials of the Viet Cong, in places 
like Canada, Paris and so on. 

Did you? Did you have constant contact with spokesmen for the 
North? 

Mr. LUCE~ Not all through the conflict because during much of the 
eonflict, I supported U.S. policy in Vietnam. Beginning in 1967, I 
did become opp'Osed to U.S. policy. Prior to that I supported it. I have 
met with Vietnamese offcials. I was in North Vietnam in 1972, 1973, 
and 1974, as a j'ournalist with one of the television networks. But I 
do not think I was spending a lot of time traveling. I am not even 
sure I have been to all of the specific places you mentioned. 

Mr. DERWINSKI. You were the organizer-correct me if I am 
wrong-one of the organizers of an organization called "Medical Aid 
for North Vietnam"? 

Mr. LUCE. No; that is not true. 
Mr.DERwINSKI. What was that group? Did you not participate in a 

group that raised funds for medical supplies in North Vietnam? 
Mr. LUCE. 'Vhen I have spoken, I have urged people to contribute 

medical supplies for'Vietnam. I saw Bach Mai Hospital right after 
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it was bombed and I thought it was IIhportant to get medical suppI'ieS 
there. But I was not either one of the founders or on the board or any 
part of Medical Aid to Vietnam. 

Mr. DERWINSKI. Didn't you put it with Ms. Weiss, is it of vYornen's 
Strike for Peace, organizing projects for North Vietnam? 

Mr. LUCE. Yes; Ms. vVeiss became a board member of Clergy an~ 
Laity Concerned in approximately either later 1974 or early 1975, 
which was essentially at the end of the war, and I did travel to Viet­
nam in the same trip with her in 1973. But I was not a part of the 
Women's Strike for Peace. [Pause.] 

May I make one request? I got caught when I was talking withyou. 
and I never specifically answered your question, Mr. Goodling, be­
cause the discussion got shifted. I would like to just briefly answer 
it, if I could. 

Mr. GOODLING. As to the philosophy? 
Mr. LUCE. As to the philosophy of Clergy and Laity Concerned, 

and I would just like to briefly state that Clergy and Laity Concerned. 
is an ecumenical organization which is made up primarily of people 
from both the Christian religion and from the Jewish faith. Our 
particular concern is justice and we have emphasized justice in the 
international arena. 

'Ve have four specific programs that we work on. One is hunger 
and our particular emphasis has been on challenging the way that our 
Government has often used hunger or food for political power, anti 
how the corporations have often used food for profit. 

The second program is a human rights program, where we have beeD. 
particularly concerned about how American money has often beeD. 
used to imprison people in other countries, such as training, providing 
small arms, building prisons, that sort of thing. 

Mr. GOODLING. I assume you people run for offices and get behind 
candidates and offer financial support, et cetera, et cetera ~ 

Mr. LUCE. No ; No, that is not true. 
The third program is the program on militarism. We have beeD. 

particularly concerned about the B-1 bomber, which we feel is designed 
specifically to bomb thatched hutches and that it is more of a threat to 
peace than it is any kind of deterrent to war. 

The four program is a program on Vietnam, which is, right now" 
particularly two areas. One is reconstruction of Vietnam, trying to 
get reconstruction aid to Vietnam; and second, reconciliation. 

And as I mentioned earlier, we have been particularly concerneli 
about getting a Vietnamese religious delegation from Vietnam to the 
United States. 

Mr. GOODLING. You don't then believe in strength as far as United. 
States is concerned to prevent-

Mr. LUCE. I am sorry. I believe in terms of the question of strength: 
that something like the B-1 bomber, rather than strength, actmiIly 
weakens the United States. It is something that will cost two-thirds 
as much as the whole Vietnam war did. 

I do not see it as a weapon that strengthens our country. I personally 
believe, and I think my organization believes, that the greatest threat 
to America right now is the emphasis, the tremendous amount of 
resources that we are putting into our military machinea:t -the- expense 
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of social programs, and the alienation among our people that this is 
causing and the whole division within the country that it is causing . 

.Mr. GOODLING. Of course, in the overall budget, your argument does 
not hold because it is going just the opposite direction. 

~rr. LucE. I think a $110 billion budget, or whatever it is, is a tre­
mendous amount of money, most of which could be far better spent in 
helping people. 

Mr. GOODLING. That is great if all countries in the world believed 
as ,YC belie,'ed. 

~fr. DERWINSKI. ~rr. Jacqueney, you have some very practical sug­
gestions as to how to deal with this so-called govel'l1ment in Vietnam. 

I take it that you frown upon negotiating in the headlines, that you 
feel that what we work out with them, if it is practieal and benefieial 
in nature, for example, as we see our role in foreign policy, it is far 
better that this be done in proper diplomatic style, rather than in 
headlines telling of confrontation or breakdowns in talk or over-exag­
gerated embraces. 

Mr. JACQUENEY. W'ell, Congressman, I was talking specifically about 
the situation of Vietnam. I was not referring to what might be a 
proper tactic with regard to, say, the Soviet Fnion. I have a number 
of friends ,yho were leaders of the Soviet dissident movement who 
seem to feel that President Carter's now open approach is very helpful. 

So in the Soviet Union it may be a useful approach. I think I know 
a little bit about Vietnam and I think that the kind of approach I 
was suggesting on Vietnam, given our background in Vietnam and all 
of that, is the most likely to help people who deserve help. And that is 
why I suggested this kind of approach. 

So I was, as you say, trying to be practical. 
)Ir. DERWINSKI. I guess our problem woula be how we could be 

assurea that if our first step is humanitarian aid, that, in fact, the aid 
is reaching the needy recipIents. the recipients that we intend to help. 

Mr. JACQUENEY. It is the problem and I cannot sit here with a quick 
solution to the problem. I think if--

The other day I was reading a newspaper article and it had to do 
with a milk program to Cuba. As some of you may know, I re­
cently w('nt to Cllba. Among other things. I wrote a number of articles 
about Cuban political prisoners and I b('came very interested in Cuba. 
This article talked about a massive U.N. milk assistance program 
whirh shipped a lot of powdered milk to Cuba. Apparently. what 
the Cuban Government did was to turn it into reconstituted milk, and 
are YOU ready for this? Sold it to .Tamaica at a multimillion-dollar 
profit. ' 

I just bet-1 don't know for a fact-but I jllst bet right now that 
the 'money for that pO\vdered milk came somewhere along the line 
from llS. 

I'd sure like not to s('(~ that happen in Vietnam. but how do you do it ? 
The answer to that I don't really know. I think there are some kinds of 
suggestions that I would reallv like to try to make privately about 
what you could try to do to try' to insure Hiat aid got to people rather 
than ma~Tbe misnsE'd by a government. 

I think i.t is bE'tter E'YE'n to huye thos(' kinGS of snggE'stions offered 
privatelv than to try to do those pnblicly, ana I would bE' happy to 
discuss that with you if you like. 
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~1r. DERWIXSIU. ThE' hour is late. Everyone has been patient, es­
pecially you, Mr. Fraser. 

Thank you.. . 
::\11'. FRASER. I have Just one or two more questIons. Mr. IJllce, on 

the question of press freedom, you indicated you harl brougl;t back. a 
-couple of newspapers. The number of newspapers publIshed III 

Saigon, I gather, is reducerl. 
::\11'. IiucE. That is right. . 
:Mr. FRASER. Is it also fair to say that those who do now publIsh do 

not feel free to attack the government? 
::\11'. LUCE. That I can't answer. I rlon't know. I mean I know that­

actually, I can't speak to that directly because I know that there have 
been attacks on bureaucracy within government. There was, for 
example-- .. 

:Mr. FRASER. That is usually acceptable. SUppOSlIlg they had saId, 
well, the new government is fouling things up badly. It is time to have 
another election--

::\11'. LUCE. Then I won't know, to my knowledge. The government, 
I mean when I ask my friends who were journalists about can you 
write what you want, they said yes. . . . 

N"ow how far they can go, I won't know, but It IS not a pomt at 
issue right now, for them anyway. 

::\11'. FRASER. That is a little hard to read because they, obyiously, 
,,-ould understand the environment in which they are operating. 

Mr. Coi, how do you know how many churches are open in Saigon? 
1Yhat is your source of information? 

)11'. COl. I know because the Communists, after they have taken 
oyer. they hare used those churches for places where they teach the 
prople to learn about patriotism and politics. The fact that I know 
that there was only one church, which is Our Lady's Church in the 
center of Saigon which is still open, is that I have seen with my own 
eye'S a number of people actually went there to worship. 

A point that would make it even clearrr, every time that a religious 
group celebrates some religious occasion somewhere, the Communists 
,,-ould let them, press and information people, make propaganda about 
it. . 

So I read the newspaper in Saigon and I heard the yarious commu­
nication-ne,,-s diffusion media say that in Saigon there ,,-as only Our 
Lath-'s Church which was celebrating services. 

I "also would like to point out a ·statement by Mr. Lnce, that he 
saw two churches open himself. I would like to remind him that be 
careful that the second church he saw could llOt be celebrating sen-. 
ices, religious services, but that church might be gatherin'!," people in 
order for the government agents to teach them about politics. 

I am afraid that you, being a foreigner, YOIl could not understand 
the. inside story of it. 1Vhene:er you see peoplo gathering in a charch 
or III a pa.goda, you would thmk that they arE' (~oming for worship. 

I think that this is a ycry great mistake. The priests are obliO"lI.ted 
to teach Marxism in churches. h 

It's the new religion now. The visit of Mr. Luce is a big f:vent. The 
authorities staged shows for him, "show" services, "show" camps 
"show" people to talk to him in order that he can report back in th~ 
United States. Tha.nk you. 
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Mr. LUCE. I would just comment on that, that I did stay through 
much of the service and I can get the lesson from the Bible and so 
on, if the committee is interested, but it was a church service. 

Mr. FRASER. Mr. Coi, I understand that Mr. Luce speaks Viet­
namese fluently. 

Mr. Cor. Mr. Chairman, .when I present the situation to you this 
way and Mr. Luce presents It that way, to make the problem clearer, I 
would ask you to invite more Vietnamese witnesses, those who were 
inside the Hanoi Government and those Vietnamese would testify to 
you about the problem we are discussing today. Then you would see 
the truth for yourself. . 

Mr. FR..-\sER. Mr. Coi, do you understand or do you know If there 
is a shortage of food in South Vietnam today? 

Mr. Cor.- Yes; I do. 
Mr. FRASER. Do you think that the United States should provide 

any food? 
Mr. Cor. As I have presented to you before, I am speaking here on 

behalf of millions of suffering Vietnamese people. They are suffer­
ing hunger and cold. They don't have medicines when they are ill. 

I do think that any help you could give would be a very great 
necessity because I could not bear the sight of my countrymen 
suffering. 

But before coming to the decision of giving aid to Vietnam, please, 
demand from the authorities in Saigon to humanely treat the prison­
ers, the soldiers who are prisoners in Vietnam. Also, to humanely treat 
all their countrymen and please be sure to check that all the gifts that 
you will be giving would reach the hands of the people who are meant 
to receive them. 

I am very uncertain, I am very anxious, to think that maybe the 
gifts that you are going to send will not reach the hands of the people 
because reality has shown that even the personal property of the peo­
ple, the Communist authorities have taken away from them. So how 
can We speak about free gifts being brought to those people? 

Thank you. 
Ms. MEINERTZ. May I just add something? 
Mr. FRASER. Yes. 
Ms. MEINERTZ. Because Church ',,"orld Service is programmatically 

involved in Vietnam~ both north and south\ we inquired extensively 
on the distribution system of rice and other food stuffs, and at thIS 
moment there appears to be a considerable food shortage, but donated 
rice is available without charge. It is not rice that goes into the Gov­
ernment ration stores. It is rice provided in schools, hospitals, or what­
ever, and is related to the sonrce. 

Government level aid is differently handled. 
I might just say that I would hope that one thing the subcommittee 

could do is look into the need and the various ways it would be pos­
sible not only to provide humanitarian assistance, but to provide it 
responsibly in terms of followup to the needy. (And there are many 
needy outside of the reeducation camps.) Traditionally, the U.S. GO\-­
ernment has felt that tha'1 could be done to the PVO's and through, 
for instance, agencies like the world food program. 

A very specific action required prior to that possibility would be the 
repeal of section 411 out of the Public Law 480 bill. It is something 
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that we just have provided haH a million dollars' worth of rice, whic? 
is not enouO"h rice to feed Hanoi for 1 day. But we could not use Amen­
can rice an~l we have rice here that could be available. Because of the 
embargo restriction and because of cost in shipping it from here, and 
the facilitation of other humanitarian responses that the Government 
ordinarily provides are not available to the PVO's in response to Viet­
nam at this time. 

Additionally, ,,'e were assured in terms of accountability, that not 
only on projects where we have provided equipment, we have ~ot 
provided direct funds to Vietnam since the change, but where eqUIp­
ment or food has been provided, these sites have all been visited fairly 
frequently, photographed, documented. "\Ve are engaged in a process 
of providing equipment for an agricultural repair workshop and they 
are encouraging us to have visits at least two, three times a year, stay 
as long as necessary-l month, 2 months at a time. 

So we feel that in terms of our constituency, we can be accountable 
about assuring the end use of dona'ted gifts and I would encourage 
the subcommittee to explore ways where humanitarian assistance on a 
government lenl might be implemented. 

Mr. FRASER. 'Yell, I apologIze for the length of this hearing. It was 
far longer than I am sure any of you intended. I guess we have not 
spttled all of the issues, but I think we have at least illuminated some 
of the problems that we have with understanding what is happening 
in Vietnam. 

I suspect our subcommittee will try to pursue this as we are able 
to, 

'VeIl. if no one has any last statement to make--
Mr. MCCLEARY. Might I add one word, and that is in regard to the 

issne of the religious community in Vietnam. 
The National Council of Churches did extend an invitation to the 

religious leadership of Vietnam to visit the United States, but that 
first mnst receive approval from the State Department. And if it 
would be desired to have additional information from the religious 
community itseH, we might encourage the subcommittee to assist us 
in getting snch clearance from the State Department for that visit to 
take plflce. That would be a very significant way--

Mr. FRASER. Are vou having a problem with the Department now~ 
::\fr. MCCLEARY. That is right. 
Mr. LUCE. I called Barbara Watson, who I believe is the Assistant 

Spcretary of State for Security and Consular Affairs. I just talked 
to her a~de prior to our departure for Vietnam. The procedure which 
she ontlmed to me on the phone is that a Vietnamese religious leader 
''"ould have to go to a country that had a U.S. Embassv. such as HonO' 
Kong. make the application. wait several days-she said prob:lbly at 
lpast 2 weeks-to find out whether they would be able to come to the 
Fnited States or not, which is hardly a warm welcome. And it is hard 
to ask, for example, a bishop to go to another countrv and wait 2 
weeks. It woulf! be helpful if, for example, thev could fill in their ap­
plications in Vietnam and mail them to the Un"ited States rather than 
that. It wonld be helpful if we could get some assurance that the U.S. 
Goyernment would be receptive to such applications. 

Mr. FRASER. Can't we use some other embassy in Saigon ~ 
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Mr. LUCE. I think it would be very good if you could talk with 
Barbara 'Vatson and talk that out. 

:Mr. FRASER. Let me ask you one question. Are foreign publications 
available in Saigon? 

Mr. liCCE. Some are, yes, and I carried lots of them. 
~1r. FRASER. The French, I~e Monde ? 
Mr. LUCE. I didn't see it there. There are a lot of books. It is mostly 

books and magazines available. ' . 
~1r. FRASER. But newspapers are not? 
)Ir. LUCE. No. 
)Ir. FRAslm. Mr . .J acqueney ? 
)fr .• T."'CQUEXE¥. I ,yould like to just comment briefly on the question 

at I believp it is seven religious leaders that Don Luce and his col­
leagues would like to invite to the United States. 

I, and many people who are 'YOl'king with me on the kinds of 
human rights issues ,,'e are trying to raise, feel that this is a 8plenclirl 
idea. ,Ye endorse wholeheartedly the idea that proper, legitimate re­
ligious leaders whom Hanoi wants to send here ought to be invited to 
come. 

However, we also suggest that some of the imprisoned religious 
l('aders. some of the imprisoned Bnddhists and Catho1i('s and Hoa Haa 
also be invited to come to the United States, to provide humanitarian 
help that could free them and at the wry least. to let Vietnam know 
that there is humanitarian concern for these people in the democracies. 

So I would hope that my friends at this table who are interested 
in inviting these sewn Vietnamese Government-approved religions 
leaders to come would join with us in also inviting some of the people 
who are in prison to come as well. [Pause.1 

I don't seem to be overwh('lmed with a response. 
~1r. FRASER. :Mr. Coi. 
)11'. COl. Mr. Chairman. ladies and gentlemen, once more I wish to 

thank you for having given me the opportunity to come to speak 
today. Because of the limitation of time, I cannot tell you everything 
that I wish,I could tell you. But what I hav(' said is a few things I 
have seen WIth my own eyes and heard with my own ears. 

In my IS-page statement, I hope that you would give me the happi­
ne:"8 of please reading it carefully one more time, and then give a few 
mmntes to think over and ponder what I have said. 

I wish also to express the feeling of the people of South Vietnam 
that they are suffering victims under the yoke of the Commnnist 
domina60n. 

Please try to h('1p them and please do not help the Communists to 
han>, more means to restrict the Vietnamese people in South Vietnam. 

Thank vou.' 
~fr.; FRASER. 'Ve 11. thank you all very m\1C h. . 
f" hereupon. at 6 :4fi n.m" the subcommIttee adJourned, to reconvene 

on Tuesday, .July 26,1977 at 2 p.m.] 



HU~IAN RIGHTS IN VIETNA~I 

TUESDAY, JULY 26, 1977 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
CmnUTTEE ON IXTERNATIOXAL RELATIONS, 

SUBCO)DIITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
1V ashington, D.O. 

The subcommittee met at 2 :05 p.m. in room 2255, Rayburn House 
Office Building, Hon. Donald 1\1. Fraser (chairman of the subcom-
mittel') presiding. ., ., . 

~lr. FRASER. Today the subeomllnttee begllls Its tlllrd hearll1g on 
human rights in Vietnam. During the two previous hearings helellast 
month on this subject, the testimony assessing the :;;ituation in Vil'tnam 
,,'as wide ranging, most of it from witnesses who have recently visited 
Vietnam. Although we have no political and commercial relations with 
Vietnam, in light of the steps taken toward normalization of relations 
between the United States and Vietnam, it is important that we remain 
informed of the situation. 

Our witness today is Mr. Nguyen Cong Hoan, one of the few South 
Vietnamese who served as a member of the National Assembly in 
Hanoi. He represented the South Vietnamese province of Phu Khanh 
in the Assembly. As a member of the Hanoi Assembly Mr. Hoan served 
011 its CultuJ'al anel Educational Committee. 

Previously, under the Thieu regime, Mr. Hoan was a member of 
the Saigon Assembly and "ms knO\vn for his opposition to Thieu's 
government. 

In March of this year Mr. Hoan fled Vietnam from Nha Trang in 
the southern part of the country and ,,,ent to .Tapan. He arrind in the 
"Cnited Statl's a few days ago. 

Mr. Hoan, the subcommittee is happy to see you here today. I under­
stand that you have a prepared statl'ment. 

Mr. TRAN. Your honor, my name is Gl'orge Tran and I am serving as 
interpreter for Mr. Hoan. I will now read the statement in English so 
that the audiencl' can understand it. 

MI'. FRASER. That's fine, please proceed. 

STATEMENT OF NGUYEN CONG HOAN, FORMER MEMBER OF THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING PHU KHANH PROVINCE 1 

)11'. HOAN. First. let me express my sincl're apprrciation and thanks 
to this committee for giving me the opportunity to bring Illy testimony 
here today. It was to bring this testimony to the outside world that I 

1 lIr. Hoan's statement was given through an interpreter, Mr. George Tran. 

(145) 
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have escaped from Vietnam, leaving behind my family to considerable 
ltarclship, possible death. But the suffering of my family is nothing 
in comparison to the suffering of millions of my countrymen. 

The U.S. consulate in Japan notified me of my departure for the 
United States only in the evening of Friday, .Jnly 22l 1977, therefore 
l~aving me very little time for rest and preparation for the testimony. 
Moreover, in this 15-minute opening statement, I cannot elaborate on 
any subject. I just mention the subjects and shall be glad to the best of 
my knowledge to give information on any subjects mentioned or not 
mentioned here. Please ask questions. 

I was, as you all know, a member of the new Unified Assembly and a 
member of its Subcommittee on Culture and Education, therefore a 
member of the new ruling class with all the prerogatives attached to it. 
I lived better than under Mr. Thieu. I would not trade the security of 
this position against the dangers and hazards of an escape by fishing 
boat if I did not feel strongly enough about what I saw and heard in 
Vietnam for 2 years, both in North and South Vietnam. I saw it from 
both the ruling class point of view and from the people's point of view. 
I decided I must go. 

Today, although South Vietnam has fallen under Communist rule, 
the ideal of liberty still remains well alive in the hearts of our people. 
Given the new rule, many like myself come to better appreciate the 
U.S. involvement in Vietnam. Popular dissatisfaction has gained every 
strata of Vietnamese society. I firmly believe that our people will suc­
(jeed in our struggle to liberate ourselves and to rf'cuperate our lost 
freedom and human rights if the United States and other free world 
nations will only refrain themselves from giving the Communist gov­
t'l'llment additional weapons to oppress and exterminate those who are 
still struggling. 

Gentlemen, our people have a traditional attachment to their coun­
try. No Vietnamese would willingly leave home, homeland and ances­
tors' graves. During the most oppressive French colonial rule and 
Japanese domination, no one escaped by boat at great risk to their lives. 
Yet you see that my countrymen by the thousands and from all walks 
sf life, including a number of disillusioned Vietcongs, continue to 
escape from Vietnam; 6 out of 10 never made it and for those who are 
fortunate to make it, they are not allowed to land. 

Our people so much hate war and are so exhausted by war, yet as un­
believable as it may seem they are ready to continue the struggle for 
many more years to liberate themselves from the most inhuman and 
oppressive regime they have ever known. . 

The reason for this determination is because they can no longer en­
dure the total suppression of human rights and see no future for their 
ehildren. My case is an example. 

I come here to convey to you the real situation in Vietnam. On the 
heads of my mother, my wife, and four children I swear to tell only 
the truth as I see it. 

I would be happier if I could freely talk to my people but as you 
well know t~l~ 90mmunists do. ~ot alIo",,: opposition, do not permit 
anyone to crItIcIze the state polICIes even III a timid manner and with 
wnstructive intent. 

In Vietnam today it is the dicatorship of the Communist Party. 
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The Government can arrest, execute, deport, expropriate, tax, with­draw rice allowance, fire from employment, ban from schools, fOl'?id traveling and do many more things to the people without specIfic charges or explanation. 
All the basic rights are suppressed.. . . , The right to run for public office: Each candidate must be presented by the party. 
Freedom of expression: All the mass media, TV, radio, newspapers, publishing houses are controlled by the Government. Each newspaper article is carefully censored before printing. 
Freedom of thought: No one has the right to express any thought! idea, misgivings that are contrary to the official line. 'Whoever does will be'considered "reactionary" and will be sent to reeducation camp. Liberty of residence: The ordinary citizen does not have the right to change his place of residence. Destitute malaria-infected "new economic areas" are used to send families of the officials and officel:s of the former regime while their urban homes are being occupied by the cadres or Bo-Doi. 
All the four religions of Vietnam-Buddhism, CatholicisIll, Cao­Dai and Hoa-Hao Buddhism~are considered r:eact~onary, "the tpiU~ll of the people" and are under mtense persecutiOn. fhe perseeqtlQn )5 subtle and perfidious. 
Individuals and political parties once involved in the preservat,ion of democratic liberties in South Vietnnm, even those closely allied with the National Liberation Front and the Provisional Revolutionary Government are behind bars; some are the target of revenge and retaliation. Most will be kept indefinitely in reeducation campsa~ld many are deported to the North. ' Heeducation camp inmates are prisoners, not students. (T 'haye all official document to this effect.) 
Gentlemen, I attended a number of top policy meetings 'in 'Hanoi during my several months stay there. Communist Vietnam 'has not renounced their aggressive intent toward its neighbors. It sends weapons not only to Laos but also to Communist insnrgents in Thai­land, Malavsia. Vietnam also sells arms worth some $2 billion to other nations. . 
In spite of peace, the Government keeps its whole army in active duty. 
lIneler a plan of general mobilization, all abled-bodied men and women between the age of 18 and 25 must register for actiye military dutv. 
During my stay in the North I heard news about MIA's. I was also given the opportunity to understand the Government's policy in deal­ing with the United States on this issue. 
Gentlemen, I appreciate yonI' concern in seeking the truth about Vietnam. Reg-arcling other witnesses, visiting journalists and dig'lii­taries who toured Vietnam for a few days or weeks and give a rosy picture of Vietnam, I would like to present what I know about. it. The Government never allows any foreign individnals or organiza­tion or any independent observers to come to Vietnam and see fh~ truth for themselves. 
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'Vhen a foreign visitor is about to visit Vietnam the authorities will 
arrange the places he will visit, the scenes he will see, the contacts he 
will talk to. Even if he meets someone in the streets and talks to him, 
the encounter has been prearranged. No Vietnamese dares to talk to 
a foreigner unless he is given permission to do so. The Government 
needs aid for reconstruction and uses those visits and visitors to press 
fo~' a.i~ b~ck in tl~e States. These PR activities are being given top 
pnontIes III HanOI. 

The Government maintains a few show camps, model work site and 
a number of contacts on hand for this purpose. Noone is allowed to 
say anything to a foreign visitor without clearing it first with the 
authorities. ·Whoever says anything that will be judO'ed detrimental to 
the new regime will be severely punished. . b 

Any investigation of conditions inside so-called reeducation camps, 
if ever permitted, would have to take into account the police atmos­
phere and the "'orkings behind the bamboo curtain. The personal 
safety of the witnesses must be guaranteed if the investigator is to 
find any truth at all. 

I escaped to Japan with three companions, two of whom are con­
gressmen from the fonner South Vietnam Assembly. Like myself, 
aV of them have left their families in Vietnam. They are still in 
Japan, confined to the fishing village where we lived during the past 
months. 

:May I appeal to you to help them gain admittance to the United 
States? This is an appeal from an elected representative to elected 
representatiYCs on behalf of elected representatives. 

Once more, may I express my gratitude to the subcommittee for the 
invitation, particularly to the chairman and Representative Derwinski 
for his sympathy and support. 

Thank you. 
plr. Hoan's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATE~[ENT OF NGUYEN CONG HOAN. FOIurER MEMBER OF THE NATIOXAL 
ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING PHU KHANH PROVINCE 

First, let me start by stating a few facts about myself. My name is Ngu~'en 
Cong Hoan. 34 years of age, born in 1943 in the province of Phu Yen. Central 
Vietnam. By profession I was a high school teacllPr of physics and chemistry 
since 1967 when I graduated from college with a B.A. in Physical Sciences. I 
have never belonged to a political party nor have I eyer served in an executive 
branch position in Vietnam, before or after the fall of South Vietnam. In 1971 
I ran for the first time as candidate for a National Assembly seat representing 
Phil Yen, my native province, and won to become a member of the Opposition 
Bloc led by RepreRentative-Law~'er Tran Van 'l'uyen. In Hl73 because of my paRt 
aRsociation with the Buddhist youth peace movement (while Rtill a Rtndent) I 
waR appointec1 Commissioner for Buddhist UlliverRity Stuc1ent Affairs in Charg-e 
of Central Vietnam. working under Venerable Thich Giac Duc, the then Qom­
misRioner-Gen('ral fol' Youth Affair;;;. Unified Buc1dhist Church of Vi('tnam. In 
1974. I .ioinec1 the Kational Reconciliation Foree headed hy Senator Yu Yan Man 
in an attempt to Ret up a viable Third l!~orce that would playa central role in 
a I1pntral postwar Vietnam. 

After the fall of Saigon I went back to teaching'. In the spring of 1976 the 
Front nominated me to Rtand as a candidate representing Phll Khanh (a ('om­
hination of two former provinces, Phu Yen and Khanh Hoa) and suhsennently 
on April 26, 1976 I was elected to the first unified National Assembly of Vietnam 
with 94.99 percent of the votes. Since then I have participated in two sessions of 
the ~ational Assembly in Hanoi, one in June 1976 and one in January 1977. As 
a member of the Committee on Culture and Education I have also participated in 
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three sessions of this committee, twice in Hanoi and once in Saigon. Because of 
this and extensive travel in the North (which included ~ghe An, Son 'ray, Hai 
llung, ~am Dinh, and of course HanOi) I can say with a measure of confidence 
thnt I am aware of the sritUJation both north and south of the 17th Parallel. Be­
,cause of my legislator's duties I was privileged to travel widely in my province, 
which e~posed me to much public contact both before and after April 30, 1975 . 
• \ud iJecause of my legislative work I had access to many reports and discus­
sionl:l dealing with national oojectives, longterm projections and officiaillolicies 
of the government. 

A PERPETUAL THREAT TO LIFE 

Based on these experiences I can categorIcally say that the present govern­
lllent of Vietnam is a dictatorship run by the Communist Party of Vietnam. In 
HllCh a regime the common person lives in a situation of perpetual threat to his 
life. Although no bloodbath has taken place in Saigon or the major cities of the 
~outh as it lIad been widely feared, based on the 'l'et 1968 experience in Hue, in 
the lli'ovinces where there are no observers eliminations and Idllings have oc­
CUlTed on a widespread scale and under many forms, some so subtle that no 
outside observers can possibly detect. 

For instance, in a typical province which I know well since it is my own, Phu 
Yen, directly after the Communist takeover around 500 people were killed en 
Illa:,;se in a forested area of Hoa Quang Village, Tuy Hoa District, Phu Yen 
Province, around 15 kilometers west of 'ruy Hoa town. The victims Of this mass 
execution were Dai Viet party members, police, intelligence and PhoenIX Officers, 
people with an anti-Communist record, and hoi chanh's. Some 200 other people 
haH~ been eliminated in the days that followed and in the last two years. No one 
dares to reveal about the death of his loved ones, and no one dares either to 
complain about such deaths. 

In the rest of Central Vietnam, as far as I can determine the same thing has 
nl~o lwen happt'uing. There is no such thing as the rights of habeas corpus. And 
if the government is entirely in the hands of one party, with no independent 
vress, with the executive, legislative and judiciary all lumped into one, then 
"'hat can a person do to proclaim an injustice done to him in the present situation 
of total isolation from the outside world? 

Among those pt'rsonally known to me who have fallen victim to the authori­
ties' policy of revenge are: 

I.e Yan A, former ARVN captain, who used to live on Tran Hung Dao Street, 
Tuy Hoa, in front of the Plm Yen Hospital. A \vas a very close friend of llIine. 

Yenerable 'rhich Dieu Bon, Deputy Representative of the Unified Buddhist 
Chnrch of Vietnam in Phu Yen Province, was suspected of being a CIA agent 
;;imlll~' because he had in his possession a certificate of appreciation from the 
Col-'. Consulate for his assistance in the search for MIA's. He was killed. 

:\11'. Tran Pho, a teacher in Song Can, the paternal uncle of Tl'an Quang Hiep, 
my private secretary, was killed with a machete at Le Uyeno 

:\Ir. Xguyen Huu Tri, a Dai Viet party member formerly of Song Can was 
bnried alive. ' 

)11'. Truong Tu Thien, a Dai Viet party leader, was arrested in .Jannary 1976 
in Saigon, then brought back to Nha Trang to be eliminated after extremely 
atrocious tortures. 

)lany others died in concentration camps, the victims of overwork malnutri­
tion, extremely unhealthy sanitary conditions, a near total lack of 'water and 
medicine. Tens of thousands of people in the southern part of the country have 
also fallen, and their relatives, I am sure, would be more than willing to divulo-e 
the information if only they be guaranteed from reprisal. '" 

THE LOSS OF FREEDOMS 

1. TIl(' rigllts .to vote. a~l(l to rnn for public office do not exist for the ~imJlle 
r~'m;on tlmt, he It the ~atIOnal Assembly election of April 25, 1976, or mw other 
~lIl('e. nobody has the right to volunteer his candidacy. The H'ry tlrHt Jlrel'~f)nisite 
IS that one he proposed and nominated by the Front, I.e. the ;\'ational Liberation 
f~rol1t of South Vietnam in the South or the Fatherland Front in the XortlI. The 
rIght. to vote, too, is a caricature since one is forced to do so when OIl(> knows for 
certmn that the results have all been predetermined. It is true that a nnmber of 
forn;er so-called Third Force elements were voted into the National Assembly, 
for IIlstance, :\lrs. Ngo Ba Thanh or Professor Ly Chanh Trung, out these we~e 
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elected mOrE:' to deceive world public opinion rather than anything else. All these 
elements do not in any case amount to more than five percent, and it is easy to 
see that they are totally helpless in a situation when more than 95 percent are 
staunch Party members taking always the party line. 

2. The freedom of the press and of publication is reduced to the existence o~ 
two official dailies in North Vietnam, Nhan Dan (The People) and Quan Doy 
Nhan Dan (People's Army), and two official or near official daily organs in the 
South, Saigon Giai Phong (Liberated Saigon) and Tin Sang (Morning News). 
Kot a single independent Vietnamese or foreign journalist is allowed free circula­
tion in the country, including those coming from communist countries. 

All publication rights belong to the state which manages all printing presses 
and other printing supplies like paper, ink, etc. All publications that are not 
published by the government are banned, including religious texts and science 
textbooks. 

3. '1'he freedom of expression is unknown. Even thongh I was a National As­
sembly representative, I had no right to express myself at such a fornm nor can 
I refnse to read a report there if I am assigned to read one. The report usually 
is one written beforehand or even when it is written by one, it is usually written 
under the supervision of the head of the delegation. After each Kational As­
sembly session, the various delegations are expected to report back to their 
electorates but only in strict accordance with the guidelines already written up 
by the Standing Committee of the National Assembly. Even representatives to 
the Kational Assembly are not supposed to talk to foreign journalists llnless they 
have the green light from the head of their delegations. We were reminded that 
all foreign journalists are potential spies, including those who carne from com­
munist countries. 

As far as the people are concerned, any meeting involving more than two or­
three persons outside the family is immediately suspect. and those invoh-ed calli 
be requested by public security officers to give a report of what they have talked 
about. Should there be a discrepancy between the reports, they can be imme­
diately arrested for further investigation. 

All large family gatherings for purposes of a wedding or funeral must have the 
previous permission of the authorities who would send public security officers 
to be present at the scene. 

4. The freedom of thought is totally circumscribed. The Communist Party 
believes that "in order to build socialism it is necessary to have a new-type 
socialist man and to build this new-type socialist man one must carry out a 
cultural and ideological revolution." And so, in the name of this revolution, the 
authorities force the population into an unbreathable mold including: 

Daily doses of indoctrination meant to inculcate into the population the basic 
tenets of communism. In this regard all other thoughts that deviate from 
Marxism-Leninism are branded reactionary or counterrevolutionary, and the­
communist cadres are the final arbiters as to how far one deviates from the .party 
line so as to determine the proper sanction. Here there are no laws that apply 
or courts that one can appeal to. 

'Writers who have been published in the past are considered reactionary and 
therefore have to undergo long term indoctrination. This is the case of Dllyen 
Anh, Vu Hoang Chuong, Nha Ca, Nguyen Manh Con, and many, many others. 
Those not sent to reeducation camps are subjected to another form of treatment 
no less cruel, that is mutual recrimination and criticism. They are forced to corne­
out with denunciations of one another land at each stage, a few would be singled 
out as targets for all the others to point their barbs at. This form of treatment 
has caused several former writers and artists to become crazy, such as the case 
of Nguyen Thi Hoang, the famed woman author of Vong Tay Hoc Tro (··In A 
Student·s Arms") who is now living in Nha Trang. 

As far as the fate of the performing artists are concerned. a number have been 
arrested, others forbidden to perform, while the rest are allowed to do so but 
only under the strict guidance of communist cadres. 

All the songs created by composers other than the officially approved com­
munist ones are banned, including those that deal with the love of the COlll1tn­
or the love of peace. The pretext given for such banning is that these songs en­
courage a mood of wistful yearning for the past, i.e. the previons regime. 

But the crucial importance is attached by the communists to the field of edu­
cation. All the lessons tanght in class ha,-e to be approved beforehand and the~­
must include what is called the "ideological content." This aPlflies even in the-
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case of such fields as mathematics, physics and chemistry. The teachers are 
expressly forbidden to teach anything that would f.all outside the purview of 
officially approved textbooks. Official textbooks, it is said, are considered to be 
the law. '1'0 such an extent that a theorem or definition may be misrepresented 
and the teacher would still not be allowed to make the correction. To do so 
would be considered a gross misdemeanor, a tampering with the law. 

All the teachers and students, whether at university or high school level, have 
to attend the political and indoctrination sessions organized by the party, at the 
end of which they are expected to put down what they have learned. 

5. The freedom of religion in a communist society of course is a contradiction 
in terms. 'With its slogan, "Everything for the edification of socialism," the 
Communist Party of Vietnam looks at religions as the main obstacles to such an 
end, which therefore determines the extreme repression they are subjected to. 

In my travels in North Vietnam I had a mind to find out about the religiOUS 
situation there after thirty years of communist rule. 'What I found is that there 
is almost no religious life left in the country. Even in sueh areas as Quynh Luu 
District, Nghe An Province, which boasts of a 14 population of Catholics the 
state of Catholicism there is extremely sad. Most of the churches have been 
destroyed or requisitioned by the state and the few that are still standing are 
'attended on Sunday by only a few older people. As for the situation of Buddhism 
in North Vietnam, most of the better known temples are now kept as sightseeing 
places. Not a single young monk is found therein, only a few and very old 
priests are still practicing the religion which is in clear danger of disappearance 
the moment these last priests will also have died. 

In the South the training to become monk or priest is expressly forbidden. 
It is claimed that "to practice the profession of monk or priest is to betray the 
nation" and that "monks and priests are crooks disguised as proletarians." This 
quotation comes directly from a speech given by Mr. Nguyen Xu an Huu, Central 
Committee member, Party Secretary for the province of Phu Khanh, at the 
National Liberation Front meeting of June 15, 1976. 

Every religious library has been confiscated and the contents burned. All 
religion-affiliated establishments such as the denominational schools, orphanges, 
community centers, hospitals and social work centers, have been taken over by 
the government. 

Many of the more prestigious religious leaders have been arrested including: 
The An Quang Buddhist leaders Thich Tri Quang, ~'hich Quang Do, Thkh 

Huyen Quang, Thich Thien Minh, Thich Quang Lien, Thich Thong Buu, Thich 
Thong Hue, Thich Thuyen An, Thich Thanh The, etc. 

Such Catholic leaders as ),lonsignor Nguyen Van Thuan, Deputy to the Arch­
bishop of Saigon, Father Tran Huu Thanh, leader of the Anti-Corruption Moye­
ment, etc. 

Hoa Hao leaders such as Mr. Luong Trong Tuong (74 years old), etc. 
Cao Dai leaders such as ~Ir. Tran Quang Vinh (73 years old), etc. 
The Coconut Monk Mr. Nguyen Thanh Nam and others. 
Of these a number have died in prison or been killed such as Father Hoang 

Quynh, etc. 
Even the temples and churches do not escape defacings or deliberate I1ctR of 

offl'nse such aR the throwing to the ground of Buddha's images or Christ's 
statues. According to their plans, these will be replaced by busts of Ho Chi­
Minh. All religious mass organizations are proclaimed to be illegal and forbidden 
to meet or carry out actiyities. All the great religious holidays are no longer 
considered to be national holidays. 

The propaganda machinery of the government is ordered to attack and slander 
openly the major faiths of Vietnam. A film entitled, "A Holy Day" (Ngay Le 
Thanh), which was realized after the communist takeover of South Vietnam, is a 
scurrilous attack on Christainity which depicts in one scene a rape committed 
by a Catholic father on one of his parishioners on the occasion of the "holy" 
day. The thea tel' is also enlisted in a vast and ongoing effort to discredit religion. 
In January 1977 I saw along with the entire body of National Assembly repre­
sentatives attending that session a cai luong ("renovated theater") piece played 
by the Central Cai-Lnong Troupe, the main thrust of which waR aimed I1t tlw 
"perversions" of religion. A novel entitled Ruoi TrOtU ("Gnats") is also played 
up as portraying an enlightened view of religion. 

'While independent religious publications are forbidden and mass organiza. 
tions made illegal, the government creates others run by communist cadres such 

93-996-77--11 
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,a~ the publirationR Cony Giao va Dan Toe ("The Catholic amI the Xation"). 
Giao Syo ("Enlightenment"), and the so-called "Patriotic" Buddhists and 
"Patriotic" Catholic, etc. 

In 11)63 Venerable Thich Quang Duc burned himself to death to protest the 
repre~sions of the Ngo Dinh Diem government, causing worldwide repercussions. 
On Xovember 2, 1965, twelve Buddhist priests and nuns burned themselves to 
death in Can Tho to protest the repression of the communists and yet the world 
remained indifferent. It is precisely because of such reactions that the com­
munists have felt themselves encouraged in their repressive ways. 

6. The freedom of residence is also taken away from the Vietnamese people. 
'1'0 control them, the government has invented what they call the "household 
management" system ("quan ly ho khau") which calls for an extremely detailed 
relevation of one's background, which in turn would determine one's place of 
rp~idellce. 'l'hereafter, one is not allowed to change one's residence unless onp 
chooses to go to the so-called New Economic Zones. Many families Ilre ordered 
to the Xew Economic Zones, the vast majority of which are people associated 
in one \Yay or another with the former regime. 

The authorities have many ways to force one to move. For instance, olle can 
he threatened to be sent to a reeducation camp or drafted in a labor gang. 
E~sPlltial commodities such as cloth, sugar. medicine, etc. can also be denied one 
if one refuses compliance. Or again, the children cannot be sent to school if one 
stay~. 

In nctuality, the New Economic Zones are no better than prison camps. all 
located in remote and insalubrious areas where one must work in collective 
g-angs, where one will want everything and thus become totally dependent 011 

the whims of government personnel. It should be realized that under the rpgimes 
of President Ngo Dillh Diem and President Nguyen Van Thieu thpre were also 
"ugrovilles," "New Life Hamlets," etc. but people were never afraid to go there 
even during the war where there was still a good measure of insecurity involved. 
But the New Economic Zones are lands of exile that no one in his right mind 
would choose to go unless forced to do so. 

THE REEDUOATION AND LABOR REFORM POLICY OF THE VIETNAMESE OOMMUNISTS 

Article 12 of the Paris Agreement forbade reprisals and discriminating tre~t­
_mellt towards individuals or groups that have cooperated with this or that side. 
Nonetheless, after the takeover of South Vietnam, the communist authorities 
ordered everyone belonging to the former government, army and parties to come 
-out ~nd register for reeducation and labor rt'form. 

This policy was applied differently depending on the localities since there did 
not F-eem to have been a "standard operation procedure." But in general one 
.cnn distinguish two types of reeducation, a long term kind and a short term Idnd. 

Longterm reeducation is indefinite and does not bear a cutting off date. It is 
rt'~pr"t'd for: 

Former ARVN officers. 
Former cadres and pprsonnel in the fields of intelligt'nce, public security, the 

-Phoenix and the Chieu Hoi programs. 
Former members of political parties in tht' South 
Those dt'finPd a" owning a "hlood dt'ht" to the people. 
As for the short term kind of reeducation. then there is a cutoff date and it is 

rp~t'rved for the remaining military personnel and government officials. includ­
ing even those already in retirement. 

The camps reservt'd for the long term reeducation people are all locat('d in 
remote areas of the country, usually in the wooded or mountainous back country. 
'l'his only l('aves out those that art' undprgoing intt'rrogation and thp1'('for(' Ilrt' 
b('ing detained in the former prisons of the Rppublic of Yietnam. All the people 
in cllmp. however. are called and labelled prisoners on their internal documents 
but they enjoy none of the privileges and gnarantees that still go with the con­
dition of prisoners. 

At the end of 1fl76, the communists published an eight-point poliCy dealing 
with this group of peoplt'. according to which the amount of time stipulatt'd for 
"pP!1(lIng in camp is three years in the cast' of those who show progress. en­
fortunately, how that progress is going to be measured is not dE'finE'd. This shows 
<still another form of drception and control practiced by the communistR. 

According to the reports of those who have been rE'leased and also according 
to Illy own observations during visits to these camps, the prisoners' spirits 
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undergo very trying and excruciating experiences. Sometimes I no longer had 
the feeling they were human. This is the result of extreme physical deprivation. 
Kot only that, they were ill-treated in many ways and under innumerable forms: 
forced labor, hand detection of mines, filling in of bomb craters, etc. 

A few prominent personalities are left out of the camps such as former Gen­
eral Duong Van Minh, former Senators Vu Van Mau and Nguyen Van Huyen, 
a eouple of former oppositionists in the National Assembly, but these excn;)tions 
were mostly meant for propaganda purpose (to throw sand on people's eyes). 
At any rate, they do not amount to many . 

. Just to take the case of Phu Yen Province alone, there are seven main prison 
camps, not to mention the smaller detention camps that are established almost 
everywhere in order to keep the suspects. The seven camps are: 

The central jail of Tuy Hoa. This was the former provincial jail located in the 
town of Tuy Hoa. 

Camp A30 in Lac Chi Hamlet, Hoa Thanh Village, Hien Xuong District, which 
C()ntaill~ about 3000 political pri801U'r8. 

Camp A20 located at Dong Tre, Xuan Phuoc Village, Dong Xu an District, 
,yhich contains about 1000 persons who came back to Vietnam on the Viet Xam 
Thuong Tin boat. 

'l'he camp complex number 5 that is made up of four separate camps T51, 
T52, '1'53, and '1'54, located in Kgan Dien Hamlet, ,son Ha Village, ,son Hoa 
District, contains around 2000 former army officers. 

XOIY my province has a population of 300,000 people and over 6000 people are in 
jail. Therefore it is easy to project and see that the total number of political 
prisoners in :';outh Vietnam must come to no less than 200,000 at the minimum. 

A number of officers from the ranks of captain and major up and high­
ranking dvilian cadres in the intelligence, public security and police, chieuhoi, 
"administrative and pOlitical party categories, have been sent to the Korth. Their 
fate so far is unknown . .\1any others have also been openly executed simply 

"as "examples" for the others. This was the case of former ARVN captain Huynh 
Van Luc, for instance, in camp T54. Many more have died as a result of illnesses 
.01' diseases, overwork or Simply an accident, yet their next-of-kin are almost 
"ne\'er notified, nor are they allowed to recover the body for a decent burial. 

.\lany famous politicians have simply disappeared since the day they reported 
for reeducation. This was the case of ,Messrs. Vu Hong Khanh, Le Dinh Duyen 
(former Vietnamese :1I:ationalist Party leaders), Ph an Thiep, Xguyen lUau, Doan 
~lai. etc. )11'. Tran Van Tuyen, President of the Bar Association of Vietnam, 
wllo headed the Opposition Bloc in the Lower House, National Assembly of the 
Republic of Yietnam, is believed to have died in jail. 

It is thus apparent that the Communists in Vietnam are not only trampling 
human rights underfoot, they have absolutely no regard for even the prisoners 
eo de universally recognized as a standard of humanity in warfare. 

CONCLUSIONS 

"The above should give one a fair idea of what the Communists are doing to 
Yietnam and the Vietnamese people in terms of human rights. 

~Ir. FRASER. Thank yon very much, )11'. Hoan. 
no yon have allY knowledge of English? 
~Ir. HOAX. Very little, sir. 
~[r. Fn.\SER. Do yon nnderstand some of it? 
~rr. IIo.\x. V pn: little, sir. 
~1r. Fn.\SEH. As I understand it. von werp in the K ational A~sembly 

in Hanoi but before that you wer'ea]so in the Assembly in Saigori. 
~Ir. HOAX. That is right, sir. 
~rr. FnASlm. 'When wPre you first elected to the Assembly in Saigoll '~ 
~Ir. HOAX. It was in October 1971, sir. 
~1r. FRASER. 'Yhart district did you represent then? 
~Ir. HOAN. At that time it ,vas in Phu Khanh. 
Mr. FHASER. 'Yas that your home? 
)11'. HOAN. It is my home, sir. 
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Mr. FRASER. Could I ask how old you were when you were first 
elected? 

Mr. ROAN. I was 28 years old since I was born in 1943. 
Mr. FRASER. Rad you served in the military of the South Viet­

namese Government or Saigon Government? 
Mr. ROAN. I never served in the army, sir. 
Mr. ~RASER. ·Were you active politically before you ran for the As­

sembly III October 1971 ? 
Mr. ROAN. At that time mostly I was active on the social field. Some 

of those activities are against the corruption in the former Thieu 
regime. I was mostly involved in activities for peace. 

Mr. FRASER. ·With whom did you work in your efforts against cor-
Tup'tion and in support of peace ~ 

Mr. ROAN. Mostly in student milieu, among students. 
Mr. FRASER. ,Vhwt were you doing for a living at that time? 
Mr. ROAN. I was a teacher, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. Of what subject? 
Mr. ROAN. Physical sciences. 
Mr. FRASER. 'Vhere ,yere you teaching? 
Mr. ROAN. Taberd Institution which is a Catholic institution :and 

Van-Ranh Institution which is a Buddhist institution. 
Mr. FRASER. Both in Saigon ~ 
Mr. ROAN. Both in Saigon, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. Row did you escape your requirement of serving in 

the military? 
Mr. ROAN. According to the law in Vietnam, in 1967 I graduated 

from the university and I had a B.A. degree. That is why I got the 
permission to postpone the enrollment for 3 years so that I can prepare 
a doctorate degree. 

Mr. FMSER. What happened at the end of3 years? 
Mr. ROAN. After those 3 years I benefitted from the law which 

gave me another postponement because I have an old mother of 70' 
years old ,that I must support. . . 

Mr. FRASER. Prior to the fall of the SaIgon government, dId you 
have any contact with the Liberation Front or the Vietcong ~ 

Mr. ROAN. Before the Vietcong Communists seized Saigon-they. 
seized my province 1 month before they seized Saigon. That is why I 
happened to know them when they seized my province. 

Mr. FRASER. How far is your province from Saigon? 
Mr. HOAN. 500 kilometers to the north. 
Mr. FRASER. Were you teaching at this time in Saigon? 
Mr. ROAN. ·When I was elected to the congress I did not haw the· 

right to teach any more, holding outside work, and at that time I 
happened to be in my province because the congress-I mean the Ka­
tional Assembly-was out of session in Saigon. 

MI'. FRASER. Is that the province where yonI' mother lives? 
Mr. HOAN. That is right, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. You had been critical of the Thien government prior· 

to the fall of the Saigon government? You had been critical of Presi­
dent Thieu? 

Mr. ROA~. That is right, sir. 
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Mr. FRASER. So at the time that the Liberation Front or the Viet­
- rong took over in the south, did you look forward to that as an im­

provement or what was your attitude? 
Mr. ROAN. I was hoping for an improvement under the regime be­

cause I thought that when peace returned to Vietnam we would have 
more opportunity to work for the country and the condition would be 
more favorable. 

Mr. FRASER. When did you run for the Assembly in Hanoi ~ 
::\1r. ROAN. It was in the elections of April 25, 1976, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. At that time were you a member of the party ~ 
Mr. ROAN. No, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. I think you told us, but what district did you represent 

at that time when you ran for the Ranoi Assembly~ 
Mr. ROAN. I was running for the province of Phu Khanh because 

the Communists combined the two former provinces of Phu Yen and 
Khanh Roa into one. 

Mr. FRASER. So that the new district you ran from represented two 
former provinces, one of which you had represented in the Saigon 
Assembly? 

Mr. ROAN. That is correct, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. Did anybody else run in the same election in which you 

were elected? In other words, did anybody run for that same seat? 
Mr. ROAN. The number of seats in the Phu Khanh province to be 

elected were 11 and the Communists chose 12 candidates. Eleven were 
. elected and one was defeated. 

Mr. FRASER. Row many of the 12 candidates were members of the 
, Communist Party? 

Mr. ROAN. Among those 12, 10 are members of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. FRASER. So you were the only one who was elected who was not a 
member of the Communist Party. Is that correct? 

Mr. ROAN. That is correct, sir. 
~fr. FRASER. Did you subsequently join the party ~ 
Mr. ROAN. No, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. So you didn't attend the fourth party congress held in 

November-December of 1976? 
Mr. ROAN. No, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. Row many months then did you serve until you left 

~Vietnam? 

Mr. ROAN. From April 25, 1976, until March 29, 197'7, so it is almost 
1 year, sir. 

Mr. FRASER. That was approximately 1 year. 
Mr. ROAN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FRASER. For what part of the year was the Assembly in Ranoi 

meeting? 
Mr. ROAN. They have two sessions every year, one in January and 

one in June. 
Mr. FRASER. Row long does each of those sessions last ~ 
Mr. HOAN. In the January session when we discussed about budget­

ing and the 5-year plan we met only for 1 week. In June we had an­
-other session for another 1 week. 


