
The stand of the working class is always tied to 
the political task at each revolutionary stage. While 
the workers were wage-earners living under foreign 
domination, their stand consisted in struggling 
against capitalist exploitation and oppression, in 
fighting resolutely to overthrow their rulers and 
seize 'power; now that they wield power and are 
building socialism, their stand is to acquire 
the sense of being collective masters, to raise their 
political, cultural and technical standards, and to 
foster their capabilities in factory and economic 
management so that they may bring into. full play 
their role as collective masters. 

Moreover, at present, this stand requires that the 
working class resolutely fight to the end, fearless 
of the heaviest sacrifices, for victory over U.S . 

. aggression, for safeguarding the fruits of our social-
ist revolution in the North, preserving the inde­
pendence and freedom of our country, and achieving 
its reunification, thereby making its contributYtm to 
the defence of the socialist camp and of peace, and 
giving a strong fillip to the revolutionary. movement 
of the working class and the oppressed peoples all 
over the world. More than ever our working class 
must be fully aware I that it is living in a period' 
of utmost revolutionary effervescence, that it is 
performing the greatest mission in our history. It 
is necessary to convert its love for the hO,meland 
and socialism, its national spirit and proletarian 
internationalism into revolutionary heroism in 
production. 
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To elevate socialist consciousness am~)ng the 
working class is to make the workers clearly realize 
its vanguard role in socialist construction, its role 
as colledhre masters in the'management of facto­
ries, of economy and of the state. 

There' is complete unity between the worW-ng 
class and the state. The' working class and the 
toiling peoples must, by the agency of, and together 
with, the state apparatus, undertake the manage­
ment of society and. econOlny~ Inversely, th~ state, 
which under the dictatorship of the proletariat 
truly embodies the' will and aspiration~ of the 
wprking class and the C?ther segments of, the 
labouring people, constitutes an' instrument to 
m;'ltenalize this will and these aspfrations. The 
similarity of interests between the working class 
and the state reflects the similarity of interests of 
the working class and the, working. people. on the 
one hand, and of the, riation ;on the . other, i as Well 
as the similarity of stanG otthe working claSS and 
of the nation. 

To ~ master of the state,the '~orking class must, 
first and foremost, be master of each factory, each 

) .. ' 

enterprise. The trade-unions must make the workers 
fully aware not only of the generalpoliiical task 
of th.eir class in the socialist revolution and in 
socialist construction, but also of the; concrete tasks . 
of each factory, each enterprise; they must make 
them consider the targets in .the .plari of-their 
productIon unit as the political prog~am tltat they 
are to .,bnplement in tne best possible way; 
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· At present, socialist consciousness requires from 
us the clear realization that, . owing to the poverty 
of our country, the problem of-accumulating funds 
for socialist industrialization is posed in a most 
acute manner; for, despite the lo~ productivity of 
social labour, we have to concentrate funds on 
industrialization; and simultaneously carry out 
distribution . according to the socialist principle, 
and gradually improve the people's living conditions. 
There is no other way fortis than to bend all our 
ehergies on increasing labour 'producti~ty and to 
practise economy.' We . must chiefly strive to be 
economical in production, and' at the same time, 
in all consciousness, save our personal spending to 
speed up accumUlation.· Only by substantially 
accumulating and concentrating funds can we 
accelerate the technological revolution. 

Parallel to: the development of industry, the 
ranks· of the working class -keep swelling. This . is 
something natur/ill and. neeessary, - but .. the new­
comers carry with them their . habits. of .... thinking 
and living more or less- u~fit for the working crass. 
Moreover, as our working' -class was immersed in 
the sea of small production, which has been recently 
transformed, and as it has just been freed from 
colonial . and feudal domination, it is natural that 
certain of its segments are contaminated by the 
unproletarian ideologies and vices of other classes. 
Therefore,' a question of great consequence .for the 
preservation of the vanguard character of the 
wQrking class is _the struggle for ,the. elimination of 
vices incompatible wit~. pro.letarlanethics,such as 
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the penchant to do what one pleases, the lack of 
discipline and of concern for the requirements of 
one'» collective" inertness and conservatism, waste 
and corruption. 

To become a strong organization' possessed of 
high combativeness, the trade-unions !nust recruit 
and temper theIr members in the ctucible of an 
ever-effervescent revolutionary movement., It is 
through the accomplishment of our production- and 
combat duties, through the carryir~_g out of our 
three 'revo\utioru; and. through the drives of patriotic 
emulation and:soci.alist emulation, , that the trade 
unions must consolidate' the ranks, undertake the 
ideological formation, and strengthen the political 
and ideological unity of the working class. 

We should clearly realize that aside from using 
the dictatorship of 'the proletariat as a sharp 
weapon in the', resfst~n~7 .',agatqst. ,aggressit>n, • for 
the' defence of the.Fatl'i~rl~na)and aside from 
repressing' counter-r~volution~l~ies-!·' ligents 'of" impe­
ri~1ism, another for:m ,Q{:cia~{strtiggle of the work-

_ .'. : ' .... ~ ~ 11 .. ' i '. 

ing class in power is to 'bri~ ~conomic construction 
and management to a succe~sful end. We'must make 
the workers th?fol!ghly conscious, that productive' 
labour'today is no"longer wag~d labour but an 
~bliga~ion. toward themselves" their family and 
sqciety, and a reVOlutionary task-th~ building of our 
couptry into an ,independent and pros,perousp~e. 

, Th~tis to work f~r Qne;;elf, for one's clas$,,an(l one's 
natiqr, ,for the present and the futu,re- ,qf. o~'s ()ff.,. 
sprirlgs. /1'0 love labo,ur, ~, to was~e tiWe:., and to 
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care for the preservation of machines are concrete 
manifestations of the working, class' socialist cons­
ciousness and lofty virtues.' Hence, workers, em­
ployes, and the working People as a whole, must 
enhance their sense of labour, resolut~y oppose 
breaches of la~our discipline, waste .of ttme, slug­
gishness, ensure an eight-hour work day, and inces~ 
santly . raise labour productivity. 

How happy we, labourers,are to take in hands 
the destiny of our Fatherland, to ,be masters of our 
own lives, to fight for the defence of our beautiful 
country bequeathed to us by our ancestors, and to 
build a bright future for 'the coming generations! 
At present, in spite of sacrifices, difficulties and 
hardships, our hearts are filled with joy and happi­
n~s because revolution is always a treat for the 
popular masses. Our compatriots in South. Viet 
N am, who are put to fire and sword and are 
suffering, a hundred tim~more than we, remmn 
enthusiastic, optimistic and 'indomitable. Their 
shining example commands. our:'affectionateadmi­
ration, makes WI proud, reirlforc~s out confidence 
and increases our strength. 

In short, the' tasks 9f the trade-Wubns at the 
present stage are to step up the ~education .oftl).e 
workers so that they fully realize their. rQle' as 
collective masters and to reinforce the organiZation 
of workers so that they can take an aCtive part in'the 
management of factories and economy Vrith a liew 
to the triumph of the technological revolhtion. These 
tasks at the same time conSist '. in 'paying great 
attention to the living conditions"ofthe ;workers and 
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employes to stimulate them to take part in patriotic 
emulation and socialist emulation to the. best of 
their ability'. to carryon socialist co~struction and 
resolutely' fulfil their duties in producti~n '; and 
combat, thus contributing to the frustration of all 
the aggressive schemes and actions of the U.S. impe­
rialist aggressors in order to defend the North, 
liberate the South and proceed toward the reuni­
fication of our country. 

To accomplish all these taSks trade-union cadres 
1n.ust be the moSt·· representative revotutionary 
militants of the'Mvanced revolutionary forces of, 
til.e society; they must be well aware of the con­
cern and aspirations' of the workers and employes 

· and be the true $pokesmen of the labouring. people. 
· They and the. leading bodies of 'the' ,trade-union 
er~anizati~ns as well, must get in close touch with 
the masses, with production work and the workers' 
~ife.· A slogan for trade-un:ion cadres is: go to 
factories and enterprises. It is there and not in their 
offices that they must do their work. They must go 
thete, live there, and talk there with the workers 
to know the latter's,~oncern, aspirations and needs 

· to acquaint themselves with and solve the problems 
mooted by production. and combat, .by· factory 
management and the workers' life. They must go 
there to strengthen their class stand,unprove. 
their style of work and enrich their knowledge 
of'industry. . 

• 
To keep close contact with the masses i~ the most 

basic, .the most important .conditionfor the success 
of all trade-union activities. If, in such and such a 
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place, in such and such .a branch, there lacks an 
impetuous revolutionary mettle among the workers, 
one must question the class sentiments and the 
revolutionary will and the coritact with the masses 
of the trade-union cadres' there. 

, Lenin has said, " These comrades (th~ trade-union 
cadres - L.D.) should live right among the workers, 
study their lives in every detail,. and be able 
un~rringly, on any question, anp at any time, to 
judge the mood, the real aspirations, needs and 
thoughts of the masses. They must be able without 
a shadow of a false idealization to define the 
degree of their c::lass consciousness and the. extent 
to which they are influenced by various prejudices 

, and sui-vi vals of the past; and 'they must be able 
to win the boundless confidence of the ,masses by 
comradeship and concern for· their n~ds." ~ 

In order' to improve th~.' worJt and workiI).g 
methods of the trade-uniori~~otritnittees; we should 
itnbue our~elves with this' :tk~diiftgofLenin. 

In addition, trade-union cadr~ must study to 
raise their technical' level, they :must understand 
economic laws and widen their know.ledge in, all 
fields, especially in economic and industrial 
management. In short, they must make themselves 
'able, and acquire'the qualification reqttired, to carry 
qut our three revol~tions. with success'~',' ' 

* V.l. Lenin, On Socialist Economic Organization, Progl'ess 
Publishers, Moscow, 1967, pp. 348-349. 
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To strengthen. the links of the trade-unions with 
the worker masses and maintain the mass character 
of their activities, we must see to the composition 
of their executive committees at all levels and 
consolidate their apparatus from a just viewpoint. 

Among trade-union cadres there are many old 
comrades, many veterans who, under the colonial 
rule, fought for a wage-rise of a few cents. They 
are very valuable cadres who enjoya high prestige 
among the workers. A great many others have 
grown up since the August Revolution and taken 
part in our first Resistance War. But at present 

. . . . 
trade-union committees at all levels include few 
rePresentatives of the workers who have contrib­
uted to socialist construction in these last ten years. 

'To highly rate old cadres makes'sense and it is 
. n'ecessary to preserve' cmd enhance the revolution-
. ary traditions of our working clasS. Nevertheless, 

failihg to pay adequate attention to tb,e ' r~resenta­
ilVes of those new strat~'!6f 'th~ Pe.opr~ would be a 
serious shortcoming .. Our ~orking class is very 
I'evolutionary, very heroi~, including the. young 
segments who have recently joined its ranks. These 
neither . lack intelligence nor courage; they are 
capable of mastering modern science and technology. . 
Fostering, and enhancing the ardour and d~atnism 
of the youth conforms to the requirement of the 
technol~gical revolution and that of' increasing' the 
qualities and management abilities., of the 
working class. 
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Women make up a tremeridous productive force. 
Now tha,t we are at war, women workers keep iIi­
creasing in number and play an important role in 
'production even in combat to protect their factories. 
We must pay special attention to fostering them, to 
putting them in, and to promoting them to, appro­
priate posts in management and leading trade-union. 
bodies. This meets our need of boosting production 
and serving combat, and concurrently· aims at accom­
plishing a great task of the socialist revolution: the 
emancipation of women. 

We must attach importance to consolidating grass­
root trade-union committees and to appointing 
capable cadres to leading posts. These committees 
should include enthusiastic male and female workers 
who enjoy the confidence of the masses, young 
comraQes capable of strQnglyforging. ahead. They 
should not exclusively comprise :earty members; the 
participation of non Party wor~ers is in4,ispensable. 
Only so could the trade-union t:orntnjttees ~e aware 
of the ~oncern, aspirati~ and ·riee<is of broad 
masses of workers, be in close touch With the latter's 
life and with production. this is· to ensure the 
application of a principle that we must abide by 
with regard to our connection with the masses. 
Should we overlook this principle thevoice'of Ii 
trade-union would in no way differfrorh tli$.tof 

. the Party, and the act:ivities of a trade-union' would 
no longer be those of a mass organization. 

National· trade-union· committees muSt attach 
particular. importance to professional· and techno­
logical studies and encourage the workers to raise 
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their professional and technical stand;lrds and 
accomplish the central task of each branch in 
accordance with their position in the whole of our 
country's economic and cultural life. As for regional 
trade-union committees, they must look after the 
family life as well as the public life of the workers, 
take care of their health, and provide labour 
insurance. 

The trade-unions are directly responsible for 
agitation among the workers; this work, never­
theless, devolves upon the whole Party. Party Com­
mittees at all levels must pay great attention to 
trade-union work and co~stantly attend to the 
groWth of the workers' ranks. City and provincial 
Party committees, in particular, must give heed 
to trade-union work since we are' pushing up the 
development of regional industry-a problem new to 
us-in all respects, from factory building, production 
and management to the training of workers. These 
Party committees must regularly listen to reports 
by city and provincial trade-Union committees on 
their activities, and give them directions in order to 
help them play their role and contribute to making 
enterprises, start producing in a short delay and 
achieve good management and ever-greater eco­
nomic efficiency. 

To help trade-union worR achieve rapid and 
steady progress, the Industry Department, the 
Propaganda and Education Department and the 
Organization Department of the -Party . Central 
Committee, as well as the mass organization under 
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the Central Committee, must co-operate more 
closely with the Federation of Trade-unions; on its 
part, the Secretariat of the Party Central Committee 
will provide closer guidance to trade-union work. 

For several' years now, the trade-unions have 
recorded good result in mobilizing the workers and 
employes for economic construction and cultural 
development. Since the start of the American war 
of destruction they have adapted their activities to 
the new situation, and the workers have set good 
examples of courage in production and undaunted­
ness in combat. It is hoped that the trade-unions 
will make strenuous efforts to organize the workers 
and employes and stimulate them, so that the latter 
can surmount all wartime difficulties and accom­
plish their immediate task in contribution to our 
victory over the u.S. aggressors. 

Dear comrades, 

We are living in the most glorious period of our 
history. Our people are carrying out two revolution­
ary tasks at the same time: the building of .social­
ism in the North, and the fight against U.S. aggres­
sion for defending the North, liberating the South 
and proceeding toward the reunification of our 
country, for safeguarding peace in Southeast Asia 
and the world. The valiant and persistent struggle 
of our people is the concrete expression of the close 
combination between genuine patriotism and 
proletarian internationalism. 

We are extremely glad to Ii ve in the most 
glorious epoch of human history, epoch in which 
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the working class, in alliance with the. oppressed 
peoples, are rising up to conduct the last struggle, 

, unremittingly attacking the imperialists and advan­
cing toward the compl<"te overthrow of imperialism 
with U.S. imperialism as the ringleader, to achieve 
the transition from capitalism to socialism on a 
world-wide scale. 

This epoch has been ushered in a half-century 
ago, on November 7, 1917, by the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. The communists and the 
toiling people in every continent will soon celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the October Revolution, a 
resplendent festive day, a day for the glorification 

. of. :the triumph of Marxism:'Leninism, of the 
workers' revolutionary movement, of proletarian 
internationalism and of friendship among nations. 

The October Revolution is the dawn of a new 
era, the sunbeam that dispels the long and painful 
nights in which the toiling masses have been living 
during thousands of yea;rs und~ the rule of oppres­
sors and exploiters. 

The triumph of the October Revolution and the 
development of the world in the last fifty years­
the. striking characteristic of which is the fact that 
the socialist camp has become the decisive factor 
of the evolution of human society - fur~h~r 
demonstrates the soundness and strong vitality of 
Marxism-Leninism which is invincible. 

The triumph of international significance of the 
October Revolution has confirmed the historic role 
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of the working class as the main force in the class 
struggle of our time and as the be~rer of the banner 
of socialism to the final destination. 

Following the path charted by the October Revo­
lution, in the light of Marxism-Leninism, learning 
from the experiences of the Russian, Chinese and 
other revolutions, and creatively applying the 
teachings of Marx and Lenin and these experie:pces 
to the concrete conditions of our country, the Viet­
namese communists with President Ho Chi Minh 
in the van, have led our working class and people 
to surmount all difficulties and sacrifices and 
recorded splendid successes. 

Sharing the joy of the labouring people all over 
the world, our working class and people comme­
morate the October Revolution with all their heart 
and profound gratitude; for the ideology which 
inspires the October Revolution has shown our 
working class the victorious path to save' our nation' 
from extermination and brought our people to a new 
way of development, one which will lead them to 
the apex of civilization - communism. 

We have the right to be proud of the heroic 
fighting traditions of Our working class; the latter, 
too, has the right to be proud of its vanguard Party 
which has always been faithful to the interests of 
its class and of the nation, a thoroughly revolutionary 
Party which has been following the path mapped 
out by the October Revolution, and proved absolute­
ly faithful to immortal Marxism-Leninism. 
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Our struggle against U.S. aggression, for national 
salvation is entering a most arduous and sharp 
stage; the continuation of socialist construction in 
war time and its acceleration after the triumph of 
the Resistance War set our working class and people 
most urgent and heavy tasks. But under the correct 
leadership of the Party, our working class and our 
trade-unions will certainly fulfil this great historic 
mission. 

Let our workers and toiling people close their 
ranks under the glorious banner of the Party, 
promote their revolutionary tradi,tions, heighten 
their patriotism, their love for socialism, and their 
spirit as collective masters, and enthusiastically 
march forward, emulating one another to carry out 
President Ho Chi Minh's sacred appeal for national 
salvation. 
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