
parties, mass organisations, and of all strata of the 
population. The Vietnamese Women's Union and the 
Vietnamese Mothers' Union made important contri­
butions to these campaigns. 

The Vietnamese people have warmly welcomed 
and fully supported all peace initiatives taken by 
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. We 
attached particular importance to the unilateral­
suspension of nuclear tests by the Soviet Union, and 
Joint Sino - Soviet Statement of August 3, 1958. 

Representatives of the Vietnamese people :have 
participated in various peace' conferences and other 
international conferences 'Working for peace and 
national independence. 

The Vietnamese people, who have ~aged 'a 
relentless struggl e against colonialism and for 
their national liberation, are now fighting against the 
American imperialists for national reunification, and 
pee ply sympathize with the struggle of al1 peoples 
for independence, unity and territorial integrity. We 
support the Korean and German peoples' struggles 
for national reunification; we support the liberation 
of Taiwan by the Chinese people, the restitution 
of Goa to India, of West Irian to Indonesia, and 
the suppression of the rebels by the Indonesian 
Government and people. Our deepest sympathy goes 
to our Algerian brothers and many campaigns of 
support for them have been successfully launched. 
In one campaign, which started on Match 30, 1958, 
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on the occasion of the Algerian Solidarity Day ob· 
served throughout Asia and AfriCa, the Vietnamese 
people organized 1,446 meetings with theparticipa­
tion of over 440,000 people and collected more than 
150 million dongs (about 15 million French francs) 
for the Algerian Solidarity Funds. Our people have 
strenuously condemned the imperialist intervention 
and aggression against Egypt, Syria, Indonesia, 
Lebanon and Jordan. We organized meetings attend­
ed by tens of thousands of people to voice our 
support for the Egyptian people. Meetings and 
demonstrations protesting against American and 
British aggression and sUPPOl-ting the Middle- East 
peoples were attended by hundreds of thousands of 
people. 

Our peaceful environment has allowed us to 
strengthen our ties of friendship with all peoples. 
We have invited many foreign delegations to visit 
our country, and have sent our own delegations 'on 
friendly visits to other countries. The visits paid by 
President Ho Chi Minh and govemmen tal and par­
liamentary delegations of the Vietnam Democratic 
Republic to the socialist countries, India and 
Burma have further consolidated the friendship 
between our people and the peoples of these coun­
tries. Exchanges of letters and publications with· 
foreign countries have notably increased. Each year 
the cultural anniversaries proposed by the World 
Peace Council are celebrated with the active 
participation of the Vietnam Writers an Artists' 
Union, Hanoi University and various colleges. 
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Our people fully ehdor.se the five principles of 
peaceful coexistence and actively support the 
establishment of diplomatic, cultural and economic 
relations between the Vietnam Democratic Republic 
and all countries. 

Another aspect of our people's struggle in defence 
of peace is socialist construction in North Vietnam. 
Three years after the restoration of peace, we have 
in the main achieved land reform, restored the 
economy and made initial progres5 in cultural 
development. Under the clearsighted leadership of 
the Vietn;:lm Lao Dong Party, the Government of 
the Vietnam Democratic Republic and President Ho 
Chi Minh, with the unselfish and generous aid of 
the Soviet Union, China and other socialist countries, 
our people have successfully healed the wounds 
of war and gradually raised .their living standards, 
in spite of serious difficulties. This incontrovertibly 
proves the superiority of our political regime. 

On the basis of these achievements we this year 
enter the period of planned construction with a new 
spirit - that of socialist emulation - full of love for 
our Fatherland and our regime. 

While competing with -each other in socialist 
construction in North Vietnam, our people all over 
the country nave been actively striving for the 
correct implementation of the Geneva Agreements, 
for the strengthening of peace and the achievement 
of national reunification. T.he Government and 
people of the Vietnam Democratic Republic consider 
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the conclusion of the Geneva Agreements as a great 
victory for the Vietnamese revolution and world 
peace. That is why they have been correctly and 
strictly implementing all the clauses of these 
Agreements. Despite many difficulties, the regroup­
ment and transfer of our armed forces were 
successfully carried out within the time -limit 
prescribed. All reports by the International Com­
mission of Supervision and Control recognize that 
North Vietnam has brought in no new arms, war 
materials or military personnel; that it has allowed 
no foreign power to set up military bases on its 
soil; that it adheres to the policy of no military 
blo.c and has strictly observed all regulatioris 
concerning the· demilitarized zone. Only 21.2 per 
cent of its 1957 budget, and ~0.2 per cent of its 1958 
budget, went on defence spending. The Government 
of the Vietnam Democratic Republic reduced its 
armed forces by 80,000 men in 1958, it is examining 
the possibilities of further reductions and has turned 
a part of its armed forces into production units. It 
has time and again proposed to the South Vietnam 
authorities to hold a consultative conference to 
discuss general elections, national reunification and 
normalization of relations between the two zones, 
In its note of March 7, 1958, it once again proposed 
an early meeting between the competent authorities 
of the two zones to discuss the bilateral reduction 
of armed forces and to explore ways and means to 
bring about commercial exchanges. This has been 
followed by further pr-oposals for cultural exchanges, 
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exchanges of letters and telegrams, exchanges of 
delegations, and free circulation between the two 
zones. 

The whole Vietnamese people from North to 
South warmly approve and strongly support the 
policy followed by the Government of the Vietnam 
Democratic Republic aimed at consolidating peace 
and achieving unity on the basis of the Geneva 
Agreements. The programme of the Vietnam Father­
lapd Front has rallied all the Vietnamese people in 
the struggle for a peaceful, reunified, independent, 
democratic and prosperous Vietnam. They gave 
an enthusiastic response to the Appeal of July 20. 
1958 by the Fatherland Front, and resolutely fight 
against the U.S. interventionists, for the socialist 
construction of Nortli Vietnam and for national 
l"eunification. 

During the last four years: millions of Viet­
namese people in the North, the South and abroad 
took a hand in the courageous and stubborn strug­
gle against U.S. intervention in South Vietnam, 
urging respect of the Geneva Agreements by the U.S. 
and the Ngo Dinh Diem Administration. Our citi­
zens in the South have to wage a daily fight against 
the U.S. - Diem clique. After the restoration of 
peace in 1954, a peace movement began in the twin 
cities of Saigon -·Cholon, and grew rapidly in an 
active struggle for peace and unity, for the correct 
implementation of the Geneva Agreements. This mo­
vement was warmly supported by our brothers and 
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sisters in the South. When the U.S. - Diem clique 
struck down the movement and arrested and jailed 
its partisans, a wave of angry protest swept the coun­
try. The struggle of the whole Vietnamese people 
compelled the U.S. -.:.. Diem clique to release most 
of the imprisoned patriots, but some are still in cus­
tody in -South Central Vietnam. The Saigon -Cholon 
peace movement was followed by other movements 
successively launched by the workers, peasants, 
intellectuals and students; by other strata of the 
working people and by people forcibly evacttated 
from the North to the South; by religious circles, 
and even by soldiers al1d officers of the South Viet­
nam Army. These movements have demonstrated 
the heroic fighting spirit of our fellow-citizens in 
the South who are united in the common fight against 
political oppression and terror,_ against exploitation 
and poverty, against U.S. 'economic aid',· forcible 
conscription and war preparations, for better living 
conditions and fundamental human rights, for the 
realization of the Fatherland Front Programme and 
the implementation of the proposals put forth by the 
Vietnam Democratic Republic concerning the hold­
ing of the Consultative Confert~nce and general 
election. Although they are barbarously repressed 
by the South Vietnam Administration, our fellow­
citizens are still waging a resolute fight against the 
U.S. - Diem clique, upholding the cause of peace 
and national unity to the end. 

In our hard struggle for the correct implementa­
tion of the Gene~a Agreements, for the consolidation 
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of . peace and for national reunification, we enjoy 
the approval and support of all peace-loving people 
the world over. They have raised their voices 
in favour of our cause at all the meetings of the 
world peace movement, and at many other interna­
tional conferences, especially at the 1955 Helsinki 
Peace Assembly, the 1957 Afro-Asian Solidarity 
Conference in Cairo and. at the recent Congress for 
Disarmament and International Cooperation in 
Stockholm. The peoples of Asia, Africa and the 
world have severely condemned U.S. intervention in 
South Vietnam and have firmly demanded full 
implementation of the Geneva Agreements and 
negotiations for the peaceful reunification of Viet­
nam. 

The .valuable support of the peoples of the world 
for our just cause fills us with enthusiasm. We are 
not alone in our struggle for peace and unity. Our 
struggle is closely linked with that of the peoples 
o( Asia, Africa and the world for peace and national 
independence. Though it is hard and difficult, it will 
surely come to a victorious end. The U.S. - Diem 
clique cannot annul the Geneva Agreements which 
have received full recognition by all peoples 
throughout the world. 

The Geneva Agreements concerning Cambodia 
and Laos have been implemented~ We hail the reuni­
fication of Laos and welcome the policy of neutrality 
and peace followed by the Royal Cambodian 
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Government led by Premier Sihanouk. The Geneva 
Agreements concerning Vietnam should also be 
fully implemented. Vietnam should be reunified. 

IV. - PRESENT TASKS 

OF THE VIETNAM PEACE MOVEMENT 

At the present time, the peace forces of the 
world, backed by the socialist camp, have grown • 
powerful; the national liberation movement is gather­
ing momentum. However the American imperialists, 
in the pursuance of their selfish interests, still cling 
to their warlike, aggressive schemes. They are 
making frantic attempts to smash the peoples who 
are heroically rising up for independence and 
freedom, to kindle local wars and to prepare an 
atomic war. They are interfering more and more 
actively in South Vietnam, and together with 
their henchmen are wrecking the .peace and unity 
of Vietnam. Meanwhile, in North Vietnam we 
have successfully restored our economy and begun 
our three- year plan of further advance along the 

_ road to socialism. In this situation what are the 
tasks of the peace movement in Vietnam? 

President Ho Chi Minh's message to the 
~ Vietnamese Peopte's Peace Congress has clearly 

defined them: 

On the national level, the Vietnam Peace 
Movement wilt actively carry out the policies 
formulated by the Vietnam Lao Dong Patty, the 
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Vietnam National Assembly, the Gove~nment of 
the Vietnam Democratic Republic and the Viet­
nam Fatherland Front; it will carryon the fight 
against V.S. intervention in South Vietnam, for the 
full implementation of the Geneva Agreements and 
J.lational reunification; it will contribute to mobi­
lizing the Vietnamese people into the emulation 
drive to make North Vietnam strong and prospe­
rous. The following are its concrete tasks: 

1. - To fight against V .S.intervention in South 
Vietnam; 

- Against the bringing of foreign military­
personnel, arms, munitions and. war materials into­
South Vietnam; 

- Against forcible conscription in South Viet­
nam and for a bilateral reduction of the armed 
forces of the two zones; 

- Against the setting-up of new military bases. 
in South Vietnam; 

- Against V.S. 'economic aid', against V.S.­
Diem oppression and exploitation; for the impro­
vement of the living conditions of the people in 
South Vietnam. 

- Against decadent V.S. culture which fosters 
war- mindness. 

2. - To fight for the full implementation of the 
Geneva Agreements, 
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- Against the violations of the Geneva Agree­
ments by the U.S. - Diem clique; 

- Against the repression of patriotic and peace 
movements in South Vietnam; for the respect of 
democratic liberties; 

- For the normalization of relations between 
the North and the South j for commercial, cultural, 
postal exchanges, and free circulation between the 
two zones; 

- For the holding of the consultative confe­
rence to discuss general elections and national 
reunification. 

3. - To mobilize the people for the construction 
of North Vietnam. 

The Vietnam Peace Movement will contribute 
to mobilizing the people in the emulation drive for 
'greater quantity, speed, quality and lower costs' 
in production; to urge the people to carry out their 
daily work, and to overfulfil the state plan, with a 
view to increasing production, developing economy 
and culture, advancing towards socialism, making 
North Vietnam strong and prosperous. This will 
provide a solid foundation for our struggle to reunify 
Qur Fatherland and contribute to the preservation 
of world' peace. 

Internationally, the Vietnam Peace Movement 
will continue to take part in the world peace move­
ment, to support the national liberation movement 
and strengthen friendship with all, peoples. 
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The resolution of the 1957 Cairo Conference and 
the Stockholm Congress for Disarmament and 
International Cooperation, the Moscow Peace Mani­
festo and the recent Sino-Soviet Joint Statement 
have clearly formulated the lines and purposes of 
the struggle of all peace forces throughout the 
world. These have been warmly endorsed by our 
people and the peoples of the world. 

Here are the concrete tasks of the peace 
movement in Vietnam: 

1. - To join in the world peace movement; 

-- Against the arms drive, for disarmament talks; 

- For the cessation of nuclear tests, for a ban 
on atomic and hydrogen weapons; 

- For the liquidation of all military blocs and 
all military bases on foreign soil; 

- Against the militarization of Western Ger­
many, for the establishment of an atom - free zone 
10 Central Europe and in Asia; 

- For a General Security Pact; 

- For the implementation of the five principles 
of peaceful coeJeistence, the settlement of iilterna­
tional disputes by peaceful means, and broad 
economic and cultural cooperation among all 
peoples based on the principle of equality and mu­
tua� benefit. 

As emergency measures we demand : 
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- A peaceful settlement of the Middle East 
problem; the immediate withdrawal of U.S. and 
British tr<~ops from Lebanon and Jordan; 

- An end to all nuclear tests; 

- A summit Conference to solve urgent inter-
national problems and ease international tension. 

2. - To support the movement for national 
independence and all movements for unity and 
territorial integrity: 

- To support the brother Algerian people in 
their resistance war against the French colonialists, 
fer national independence; 

- To support the peoples of Lebanon. Jordan, 
Irak, the United Arab Republic, and other Arab 
countries in their struggle against the U.S. andBri­
tish aggressors in defence of national independence; 

- To support the struggle ofaB colonial peoples 
against colonialism and imperialism, against inter­
vention, oppression and subjugation by the U.S. for 
sovereignty and independence; 

- To support the Korean and German peoples' 
struggle for unity; 

- To support the Chi'nese people?s struggle to 
liberate Taiwan, to demand the restitution to the 
People's Republic of China of its rightful place 
in the. United Nations. . 

- To support the Indonesian people's struggle 
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to recover West Irian and completely liquidate the 
rebellion; 

- To support the Indian people's struggle to 
recover the territory of Goa, the Japanese people's 
struggle to recover the island of Okinawa. 

3 .. - To strengthen friendship with all peoples: 

- To strengthen the friendship between the 
Vietnamese people and the peoples of the Soviet 
Union, China and brother socialist countries ; 

- To establish and develop friendly relations 
between our people and the peoples of the two 
neighbouring countries, Cambodia and Laos; the­
peoples of India, Indonesia, Burma, the peoples of 
Asia and Africa, the French people and all peace­
loving peoples the world over; 

- To give regular accounts of the situation in 
Vietnam to other peoples; to learn about the latters' 
struggles for world peace and national indepen-. 
dence and make them known to the Vietnamese 
people; to organize cultural anniversaries according 
to the decisions of the World Peace Council. 

* it * 

We are strongly devoted to peace. We will 
never allow war to break out again and devastate 
our country, kill our people. We will never allow 
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science, technology and atomic energy to be mis­
used for the destruction of millions of human 
beings; on the contrary, we will demand that they 
be used· for the progress and happiness of mankind. 

We cannot suffer that our beloved country 
should remain divided and its Southern part turned 
into a bridgehead for the V.S. warmongers. 

J V nder the clearsighted leadership of the Vietnam 
Lao Dong Party and President Ho Chi Minh, in close 
~ooperation with the peace and independence­
loving peoples of the world, we will resolutely 
fight for peace and unity. 

Our struggle will be long and hard; but peace 
has once triumphed; it will triumph again and 
forever. Our beloved Fatherland shall be reunified. 

,. 


