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I CORPS HEADQJJARTERS 

QUANG NAM 
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At I Corps Headquarters, General Thi and his staff seem to 

be taking greater initiative in planning in the areas of pacific­

ation and Psywar/Ci vic Action. He has asked for detai led 1966 

pacification plens from his five province chiefs and seems to 

wish to merge these with American resources in I Corps. 

Thebiggest problem in I Corps is that of coordinating the 

activities of the various American elements - civilian and 

mili tary - iU th each other and wi th Vietnamese efforts. 

The most serious concern of the average Vietnamese in the 

Danang area is that of steadily rising prices. There is no 

overt an~~osity toward J~ericans as yet but there is a feeling 

expressed among many of them that rising prices are the result 

of the lunerican presence. The accompanying prosperity of lunerican 

spending in the area seems to reach a comparatively small per­

centage of the population. In other areas of I Corps, prices 

are not rising as yet at any alarming rate. 

In Hue, university stUdents who were producing an anti­

Iunerican weekly newspaper have been told to cease publicatio~ by 

General Thi. 
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VC PROPAGANDA THEMES 

The Viet Cong continue to press the themes of Americans as colo­

nialists who have replaced the French and are attempting to rule South 

Vietnam in a similar fashion. They continue to attempt to inspire 

demonstrations against Americans but generally have not succeeded 

since General Thi's execution of three VC leaders of a demonstration 

in Da Nang last month. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

The VIS program in DaNang and Quang Nam lacks leadership and 

material resources. An attempt is underway to coordinate VIS 

programs in the city of Da Nang through the VAll and progress has 

been made. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

Since January 1 of this year, there have been 772 roturne8s in 

I Corps. In Quang Nam, the returnees live under conditions which 

can only be described as miserable. The local Vietnamese JUSPAO 

Rep has done as much as possible to provide them with reading matter, 

an occasional movie, and inspirational chats but until the matter of 

decent housing for these people can be arranged they will remain 

nothing more than unhappy wards of the local community. 

STATE OF :t-mDIA 

Leaflets continue to be the most conspicuous PsyWar effort in 

I Corps. At the moment, however, they are being produced and 

disseminated in a very uncoordinated fashion. 

PSYOPS COMMITTEES 

The I Corps Mixed PsyOps Committee has been meeting regular~ 

every two weeks since August. 
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Its most conspicuous accomplishment to date has been the hammering 

out of the details for the formation of an I Corps Joint PsyWar/Civic 

Action Center to be established at the 5rd PsyWar Battalion Headquarters. 

This staff, to be composed of ARVN, USMC and HACV officers serving 

jointly with daily input from JUSPAO, US01'1 and VIS, would provide a 

Center where all Pa,iWar/Civic Action project reports would be central­

izedand would direct and coordinate all Ps,YWar/Civic Action projects 
in I Corps. 

QUESTIONS OFTEN ASKED 

1. How maqy more American soldiers will be coming to Da Nang? 

2. Is there anything the Americans can do to prevent further 
rising prices? 

3. Do Americans receive lectures on Vietnamese culture and 

customs before coming here? 
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QUANG TRI - THUA THIEN 

GENEhAL SITR .TION 

There i~ increased concern with the rise in the cost of living 

and the inflFtionary trend. Hue University students have expressed 

cppodtion t a.certain program involving American participation but a 

personal explanation by the Province Chief appears to have satisfied 

the Ltudents I apparent misunderstanding of the situation. In addition 

to t~e local issue, the students continue to express hostility to what 

t!1ey term a ilmilitary dictatorship" government in Saigon, the lack of 

free electioGs to choose a new government from both civilian and 

military candidates -- including the present incumbents -- and what 

appears to them as a unilaterial attitude on the part of the United 

Stc:.t€S to speak publicly on negotiations and peace proposals and 

nulitary act~~nties without consulting the Government of South Viet­

nam or jointly announcing such decisions to at least place the GVN 

in at: equal ~'C)sition of authority. 

VIET GONG paCPAGANDA THEMES 

On the f.:;rening of November 18 and 19 in Hue city and the Phu Bai 

area, the VC entered the areas and distributed some 50 leaflets and 

:can up the TJi~ flag at one school in the Citadel. The hand-written 

leaflets c07cred three points (1) Revenge for the terrorist Ng~en­

van-~roi; (2) Fight against th8 U.S. and do not surrender; (5) The 

U.S. is trying to enslave the Vietnamese should take advantage of 

the Liberat:ton Front I s "Freedom Policy. II 

:The points raised it: this leaflet reflect a continuing VC line 

of thought: 
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(1) "More than 150,000 U.S. soldiers are now occupying our 

coastal zones, airfi elds, big cities •• "; 

(2) "Eore arrogant and unruly than the French soldiers before, 

the U.S. soldiers are giving you their orders, disdaining and disho­

noring you... They are burning our villages and killing our peoplen; 

(3) The U.S. soldiers are enjoying life in the cities while 

the hRVN sets up defensive forces to protect them; 

(4) n ••• you have utilized your own bodies as shields and the 

U.S. soldiers hide themselves behind you in order to be protected; 

(5) "You are taken advantage of You kill your people to help 

the U.S. take over our country ••• Bring your weapons and return to 

the people, to your relatives and get united with them to defeat the 

U.S. imperialists." 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

Thua Thien: Four special teams of 20 men each were organized to 

work .'lith the Chieu Hoi, S-5, Police, the PATs, and Rural construction pn:::gt'8 

as part of an overall plan of pacification in the districts of Phong 

Dien, Phu Thu, Phu Vang, and Huong TUy. The teams vTere mainly con-

cerned with word-of-mouth propaganda but also showed films and made 

loudspeaker broadcasts. 

Quang Tri: The VIS joined with cadre from the Rural Construction, 

Social Welfare, Provincial Health Service, Police, Office of Education, 

Chieu Hoi, and province officials in a concerted campaign to visit 

refugee sites throughout the province and provide food, blankets, and 

an information program. Publicity for Operation Harelip, the project 

that brought two American doctors and one Vietnamese doctor together 

for a series of 28 operations for the removal of harelip affliction, 

was supplied by the VIS, and with JUSPAO's assistance, a poster on the 

successful program will be developed. 
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CHIEU HOI 

Thua Thien: The one-room Chieu Hoi center continues to be 

overcrowded with 108 ~alliers living there while the prospect of 

occupying the four additional buildings given by the Province Chief 

fades into another month of delay. 

Quang Tri: Eight Returnees were reported for November bringing 

the total in the Center to 77. Two addition rooms have been addel 

to increase the living space but quarters are still cramped. fiLlS 

are shown regularly and VIS and JUSPAO publications are distributed. 

STATE OF MEDIA 

The VIS in both provinces have submitted cost estimates for 

publication of province newspapers but both estimates are on the 

high side and will have to be reduced before JUSPAO can assist. 

The VIS in both provinces currently prints by mimeograph a dai ly 

newspaper in Thua Thien and a weekly in Quang Tri. 

PSYOPS COl'1MITTEES, S-5 ACTIVITIES, ETC. 

The G-5 continues to hold monthly meetings with representatives 

of all the services from the two provinces. The S-5 has been quick 

to pick up suggested improvements in his JUSPAO-supported leaflets 

and the coordination continues smoothly. PsyOps annexes were used 

in recent Thua Thien operations and in Division plans. 

QUESTION ASKED 

1. w'by doesn't a status of forces agreement exist between the 

U.S. and Vietnamese governments? 

2. ~Thy does the American rice cost more than the Vietnamese 

rice and isn't this an indication that the Americans are profitting 

from the inflation? 
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3. Why doesn't the U.S. Government eonsu1.t with the Government 

of Vietnam before making statements regarding negoti~tions and terms 

for settlement of the Vietnamese war? 

4. Why doesn It the U.S. attack North Vietnam and try to end 

the war through that means? 

5. Under what agreement does the U.S. continue to expand its 

forces in Vietnam and why does it not receive permission from the 

Government of Vietnam to increase the number of mill tary man in 

this country? 
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:iJ8te:>:'ITlincd Gfforts by the VC to tm::ak up th0 :pa.tt2rn of p'.:laC0 end 
progress ~hat \{['..s beginning to emerg8 in ~uang Ngai Province plus continuing 
VC ,:ffort.3 to k'2Jp Qua ... '1g Tin n d0prGss:)d ar0n haV0 :pEdd off wall since this 
fiold r8p's b.st re::port. 

It is sp;]culatcd here tW.1t pressure on the YC in II Corps has rJsulted 
in an exodus of YO units from II Corps into ~unng Ngni Provinc8, the theory 
being that the 'Ie considdr Quang Ngai and QULl,ng 'rin to be fields mor", ri.f.N 
for hnrv~sting. 

"he rc have been working wi th pa:cticu.lar dilig"mce in 
stimul:l. te protests ag-;:dnst ... ..nI3rican air strik?s nnd naval a;' 
bombnrdmmlt of villages. 

'l, effort to 
artillery 

One can't help but feel that the de"Jonstrators, thoug'h rcluctant 
protestor::.), must ctlrtainly be uxpressinL;' some conviction with tm ir protests. 
And, because the.re is littlG or no concerted 0ffort to take cnre of the! 
resulting casual ties on the part of the GYi{, there must certainly be some 
bitterndss on the part of the villagers cloboered as Ii result of these nir 
and bi5 gun bombardments, very likely craating more va whcrv they, perhaps, 
did not exist b~fore. One gets the clear feeling that little consideration 
it atJ'I -- 1. beiDe 11Y8D 1;0 tbl P8'1Gboloei.oal couequsnc88 of ail' atri._ aJld 
artillery and naval gun bombardlmnts in many cases • 

. 
VIS .... Ci'IVH'LJS 

VIS ~as been just rocking along during th0 reporting period covered here • 
.&ncrgy ,:n:1Jondcd goos l::trgGly in thu dir3ction of publicizing mainly routino 
events. .: .. lso, there s,:;cms to be lit tLJ co-ordinc-. tion b,.::tween VI.::) and the 
.. ,RV1{ S-5 ond G-5 who also h'lv,:: offic.::s in ~uang Hgui. It is uy hope that I 
can g'211<~rL',t0 intcrGst in the 8stablishment of a rcgionA.l f'syWar centGr which 
would pnyE,ic'111y intGt,'TClte all PsyWar olerlcnts, thus proliloting closer 
wurking r,"lationships and a co-ordinated effort. 'fhis for th-3 future. 

ChiGU Hoi ncti vi ty in Q.uang l~gai is very modost. ll. totsl of 545 Chicu 
Hoi ha70 come in during th0 first 11 months of this Y0ar. 'Ir:-:: proj0ctt:!d 
figLXc fo!" the cOl1ling year is no more thun t.oi:;.t, indic-.l.tin5' t1.1u atiiount of 
sup~ort th8 Chieu Hoi ch~uf in ~u~g Ng~i expects to get. 

Rudio ~mng Ngai has not yet steI.rt3d its 10 KvV output, despitd ho:pds 
it 1~2'.:'~_". It is my understanding that neCGssary J;Xlrts for the g'8nerator 
VlerG lacking, in order for the gI'0atdr pO~!Gr to become n reality. Hopefully, 
the station will go on the a.ir with 10 k.w. by the end of Decem-bar, but it 
will ocantima maintain its 1 k.\.l. output. It is to be hoped} that a U.S. 
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hXmy printmg detachment will be physicalli located in ~uang l~·lSai wi thin the 
next six weeks. 'fhis should solve some urgent printing problems. .at present 
we have to rely on thc local cOlIllilcrcial press, or send printl.nf)' orders to 
Saigon or the first (u.,j . ..IU'my) PsyOps Detachment in Danang. 

'fhere is no operating PsyOps committee in either l.iuang Ngai or ~uang rin 
Province. h.wever, there is a need for such, in the view of this Field Hop., 
particularly in ~uang Nb~i Province where there is more hop~ of accomplishing 
som.~thinb in the ne<1r future. 

~s a result of somc missionary ~ork don~ by this Field Rap. between the 
PJ:I.'i' trainers and tne Marines, some 30 P.ti'l's are nO\l ',1orking ,lith D.;::J. fi1:Lrine 
uni ts alon,~ the Chu Lai perimGter, helping tht? "err-unts i ' ferret out VC and get 
bctter communications v/ith villagers.l'his use of the P.a:1.'s follo\led a sug..,'Bstior.. 
I lIk'l..de to the Marine commanders and the E:..'l' tre.in'ars that they might ,"ant to 
get to::sctl18r and rrork out such a program. 

---.iiiiii .. ---
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TherE: could be little doubt that the situation in the highlands 

was dominated by the fierce post-Plei Me fighting in Pleiku province. 

While the Plei Me follow-up operations were at the center of interest 

of the military, there was a disquieting lack of interest in these 

victorious operations on the part of the general population. 

Despite continuous prodding by JUSPAO, VIS sat on its hands, 

waiting to be called with information. Hence, the only information 

reaching the population was by radio, and that when the JUSPAO 

representative literally carried information from the military to 

VIS and needled it into using loudspeakers to announce the news. 

Economically, there was little change compared to the previous 

month. Despite the fighting, the task of resettling refugees 

continued and it was primarily thanks to the efforts and supplies 

of uSOM, that the refugees l minimum requirements for subsiience 

have been met. Prices continued to hold at about the same level 

as during the previous month. 

EVIDENCE OF EFFECTIVENESS 

Better than 40 hard-core PAVN troops surrendered, the majority 

of them carrying our surrender leaflets and using them as safe 

conduct passes. On ~any PAVN killed, leaflets were found. Prisoners 

also confirmed heari~g loudspeaker missions calling on them to 

"return to the cause. II The prisoners in turn were used to cut 

tapes for further appeals and to write statements to their still 

fighting comrades. 

The 24th PsyOps Detachment, blessed with resourceful and energetic 

personnel, went into full swing, and in the process swept their ARVN 
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counterparts along with them. Both in joint ground teams attached 

to each (U.S.) battalion, and in their newly established production 

center, they worked side by side with their ARVN counterparts. "/hen 

the JUSPAO rep suggested a three shift operation for the press (new 

repaired) the PsyOps Detachment, instead of manning one or two shifts, 

joined the Vietnamese and together the,y worked all three shifts. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

VIS in Pleiku province went through its routine motions without 

much regard to the daily realities. However, since VIS has been 

able to obtain gasoline for its lambrettas, movie s::owings were 

given to refugees, Chieu HOi, several outlying villages, and in 

PI ei ku. city. 

CHIEU HOI 

Information programs have been largely confined to VIS movie 

showings, and in including these groups in distribution of (mostly 

JUSPAO supplied) posters and literature. 

Kont~TI VIS has a more aggressive Chieu Hoi and refugee program 

which includes twice weekly classes at the refugee center just 

outside the Kontum city limits. These classes are being "fortified" 

by the VIS"drama" entertainment team. 

Pleiku's Montagnard entertainment team, operated by the 

Montagnard Training Center, has increased its activities and 

averaged 4 nights a week in the field. They are well received, 

I am told. 

STATE OF MEDIA 

The netvspaper Ching has temporarily come to a stan dstill. 

Pleiku Tien has ground to halt, as VIS claims it has lost its 

writer and a translator to the army. Despite many prods by JUSPAO, 

especially for a full reportage on Plei 1"1e and the follow-up action, 

suggestions for an interview with General Vinh Loc which the latter 

is quite willing to give, VIS has not moved a fin5e~. 
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DARLAC - QUANG DUe 

GENERAL SITUATION 

Although there was no discernable dramatic change in the 

general situations in Darlac and Quang Duc provinces during the 

reporting period, the position of the GVN appeared to be somewhat 

less favorable than in the two preceding reporting periods. 

The economic situation in both provinces continued to deterio­

rate -- but the situation remained a matter for serious consern 

rather than for alarm. Part of the difficulty is that there have 

been no new civilian supply convoys to Ban rJle Thuot since the 

temporary reopening of Route 21 from August 27 to September 1. The 

population is not starving and is not faced with the prospect of 

starvation in the future, but many people are unhappy about high 

prices, shortages, and the unavailability of certain commodities. 

rw opinion is that morale has slumped in both provinces, with 

morale now ranging from fair to good in Darlac and from poor to 

fair in Quang Duc. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

The VIS program in Darlac province, which had previously been 

?edestrian, came to an almost complete standstill in the last few 

days of the reporting period, amid persistant talk that the VIS 

chief was being replaced. And, in fact he was replaced. 

The VIS program in Quang Due is severely handicapped by an 

assortment of problems, not least of which is security. Due to 

the isolation of the prOvince, there are also severe problems of 

supply and maintenance. In the circumstances, VIS is probably doing 

\vell to do anything at all. Actually the VIS program in Quang Due 

is showing signs of improvement, mainly because the new province 

chief recognizes that VIS could be useful to him and is attempting 

to use VIS to publicize his activities and the accomplishments of 
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his new administration. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

The most astonishing development of the past month in Darlac 

province was that there was Chieu Hoi activity. In the information 

field, the Chieu Hoi Service in Darlac is now operating a small 

reading room for Quy Chanh and has inaugurated, finally and as a 

result of consider§ble JUSPAO encouragement and assistance, a 

program of proj ecting films for the Quy Chanh. 
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BINH DINH - PHU YEN 

GENERAL SITUATION 

Some friction does exist between friendly forces and the local 

populSltion but it is no different Ulan the friction that exists 

any'lvar in the world where large troop movements occur. These in .. 

cidents are basically traffic accidents and barroom events. 

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEMES 

Binh Dinh Province - Principal VC themes are still against 

US airstrikes and artillery. This was particularly evident when 

simultaneous demonstrations were held on 11 November in An Nhon, 

Hoai Nhon, Phu Cat, Phu My, and Ben Khe. 

Following the attack on the RF/PF company on highway 1 VC safe 

conduct passes were found in the area. Obviously the VC are trying 

to copy our successes in the Chieu Hoi progra~. 

Phu Yen Province - These VC themes were vividly illustrated 

when "spontaneous" demonstrations lvere conducted by the people on 9 

November. The themes were against lS airstrikes, and US artillery 

and that ARVN soldiers not to fight beside US soldiers. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

This section should be more appropriately titled, VIS INACTIVITIES. 

The II Corps PsyOps Conference in Dalat so inspired the head of the 

Photo Service and, I believe, the Head of the Radio Station that 

they went from Dalat to Saigon and have not as yet returned. The 

VIS reading room in Qui I'llion has reopened although with little to 

read except JUSPAO publications. 

By comparison to Binh Dinh I am impressed with VIS activity 

in Phu Yen. Two bulletin boards were observed in Tuy Hoa with up 

to date news written in chalk upon them. This was on Sund~, too. 

A VIS team was dispatched to Tuy An on 29 November when 4,200 refugees 

came in. 
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CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

Binh-Dinh Province leads-the country in Chieu Hoi's with 899. 45 

were received during the week of 11-17 Nov and a new record of 84 the 

week of 17-24 Nov. Latest Chieu Hoi returnees indicate that lack of VC 

medical treatment is the primary reason for coming in to GVN control. 

The province faces a serious problem with this large number of 

returnees as facilities do not exist to handle this number properly. At 

one camp at An Nhon 208 Chieu Hoi's are in residence with normally only 

two cadre present. There are about 20 rice bowls and only eight wooden 

beds. 

The Chieu Hoi program is less productive in Phu Yen, 20 this month 

for grand total of 267. 

STATE OF MEDIA 

Binh Dinh does not have a province newspaper as such. There is a 

publication, supervised mainly by the Deputy Province Chief, which 

presumably appears monthly. This is a high class editorial publication 

rather than a newspaper. Their are District news sheets in Binh . 

Y.he and A n Nhon. Discussions have been started with the province and 

districts about each district publishing a news sheet. 

The local VIS in Tuy Hoa at least tries to do something. 

PSYOPS C0l'1HITTEES 

Binh Dinh Province held its first PsyOps Committee meeting in sometime 

at my request. The objective of the meeting was to start planning the 1966 

PsyOps Province Plan. 
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Q.ENEihl ~I.:.tlL4 ION 
The P:eiMe battle dominated all events. 
".lthough thu confusion as to which section is res}onsiblo for tactical 

Psyiiar I.;hLning !k1.S still not b'JJn compL~tely resolv-:d j Psit/ar nperations 
for taG biggest bJ.ttL'l y8t in the war \lere skillfully carrLd out, thanks 
to the close coordination between n: i.iorps H~, the 25th PsyWar D-.:tachmBnt, 
thc Seconj PsyWar Battalion, and the s(mior JUSP..t\,O representative for 11 
Carps, 

'rhe s:J.ccess of tn~ J?syWar campe.i{5TI -- cloSG to 100 P..t\,Vl .... soldiers turned 
theulSel ves in vi th saf,:;;-conduct passes, and loaflets ware found on many more 
dead bodL.:ls -- ',muld sUGt:SGst that eVGll Hh.Jre no oVI~rall pla~'l exists the 
pot8ntiality for rsy~var i:: suc'! that nc .t>.l1K:rican tactical unit can afford 
to ignore it < 

This is not to say tl:n.t th ~ 1st Ce,v. has dYer intentionally igno:"8d 
FsyWe,r since takini\' over its 'IJ.l.l.).;t L'1 12.:", S:3pt,}Ulb:::r. ':lhat ha~ bed,: m; ssing, 
rLOYl(':VGr, i., 11 clear cut as 101it ('\f r8s",JOnsibili ty for tact 1. C3. 1. Fai'iar 
planning hnd J. full-time plc::ns officer responsiolo for 10nt5' ra...l1g0 auG con­
tingellcy P1w\'!ar prOe;Tams. 

fhe .:.rdricaI1 presellc0 in .4'1 Khe tn,3ans th;; 1st Cay. J..illd, for the mnjority 
of Viptnam8se in th::: Rr,w. thv 1st Cay"~ m·)ans mainly s8curity, G,::DloymJnt and 
a captiva cli3ntule. }i~.:lnce tho illfln~{ c:' li::borers, petty merCl1:17'lts, bd.r girls, 
r8staurat(;UX's and laund8r,}rs as ,mll as til:: ~o'ding pd,ins of a boom tOl-TIl that 
r,:fusGs to conform to tho pn,ttGrn prescrib",d by prOVincial pla:-.ners of the 
.i~n Khe Development ProjGct. 

Ji problem still ~l~dsolvad is the ind~mnification of farmers for rica 
crops within the 1st Cay. inner b:lrrLr tll1t th2Y are not allowed to ha.rvest. 
;.lthough r.nr.y officials n.r'; willing tc n;~t;otL:. te, th...:J total indemnification 
figure h2.S 'lot y.3t been fixed. r.=:~lOr rUIJlblings hav.) also been heA.rd from 
fc;rmers ',/1:038 fi,;LJs ha.VLJ ·o'J'.m p.lrtially cover0d by dofoli:.l,tion ch8micals thc 
vlind has cu.cried fTom otlh::r target a.r0as. VL3 cadres, hO\mv~r, lP. ve explained 
t~18 r",;1S011 for, aA~d hartnlessm:ss tc tn,] cro.,ls of, tnc spr<;'{ and biJ0n largely 
SUcc'Jssfulin t;~10L~ GX,;Jlanation. 

D8S1Ji t) the aoove duscribud irritants, tho conCensus among Vietnamese 
officials w',o huve souaded puolic opinion is that tho 1st Cay has not only 
pr0s8ilted f},yer prob10ms tha,n W0ru anticifB ted, out it has be8n instru.:J2ntal 
in cr':a ting an a tmosphera of confidence ~L1ld providi ng a much neGdcd steady 
struam of incomrj to a In.rg8 nwnDer of p.jople. 

\lith a 3-rnan p...c.: team at its dispos:tl -- jUiJpst.;.:r with projJctor, speakdr 
and tapa r8corder _ .. tae G-5 Soction h8.s b2cJn s;)()l1soring movie shO\;ings in 
th..l ~.Jl Khe circumf,",r::nc8. :vlost of tn;.: films, if not all, hW8 com8 from 
JUSP.~u ~ui-;Inon ",i thJr directly or through the VIS District Hdadquarters. 
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Tho most racont film showing \las a joint vonturG of tho 1st Cav, VIS 
i:.n Khe and JUSPt-l.0 h<::ld in tho IImodC3l" r,~fugeG rdsidGntial zone for an 
i:;stimat..Jd 2.udienc3 of 350. Ov-.;rcoming t hG handicap of a brok8n sound circuit, 
VIS provided its mill sound truck and J"Uj.!?4l.V its Mr. Khoi from I.:i,ui-Nhon, .. hoo G 

intimat0 lmowlodgr3 of U:::;L~! s film liorary , .. as put to practical usc in a 
runnlng cOEllllClnti.1.ry. During til..: changing o~' rd..:,ls, two tYP-2S of loafL;;ts WGre 
distrlbut8d by VId (onll explainin5' tho • .mcrican Pres;:;nco, th..:: oth..::r giving a 
rllil-do\vu of nofarlous V.U. activities) 

VC PROPAGANDA 

Leaflets (with a Pleiku imprint) urging the people to rise up against 
the American imperialists, recently turned in northeast of An Khe, are the 
most typical kind of V.C. propaganda. The 1st Cay. has so far encountered. 

-----------==:a;;:z.::::;a=---
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KHANH HOA 

GENERAL SITt1:lION 

Morale is steady, although inflation continues to concern citizens 

at all levels. Problems related tv the American build-up at Cam Ranh Bay 

take a lot of people's time and tax their ingenuity. The fishing curfew 

will affect many lives in the Province, although it is not know yet how 

many pocketbooks will be thinner. On the positive side, the November 1 

National Day ceremonies were well attended, and the reaction of the popu­

lation appeared positive. 

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEMES 

Viet Cong themes continued to work along the lines of countering the 

the Chieu Hoi progra~nl and distorting the National Revolutionary Movement; 

anti-American and support for its own cause. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

Aside from its on-going activities with leaflets and posters, news­

papers and the radio station, movie showings and loudspeaker missions, 

PsyOps cadres and cultural teams, the VIS during November concentrated 

on the Uovember 1 ceremonies and in a hygiene program for Cam Ranh village. 

The latter project unfortunately backfired. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

There were 17 Chieu Hois during the period. usa~ plans for sprucing 

up the inadequate Chieu Hoi Center have been postponed, the general con­

census now being that it would be cheaper and more practical to find other 

quarters. 

STATE OF HEDIA 

JUSPAO support continues for the monthly Province newspaper and the 

radio station. 

The VIS drama team performed six times during the month, and political 

orientation lectures or study courses were given six times before civil 

servents, 53 times before general audiences and three times for returnees. 

PSYOPS COMMITTEE 

There was no PsyOps Committee meetings. 
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BINH THUAN - NINH THUAN 

GENERAL SITUATION 

Although the secure-area perimeter has not been perceptibly 

exptillded, nonetheless VG morale is significantly affected by the 

continued pounding as shown by (1) the continued increase in Quy­

Ghanh (2) the return to their villag0s 

of 30 - 40% of those peasants who three months ago had followed 

the Viet Gong into the jungle, and (3) indications increased 

emphasis on acts of tE:rrorism in compensation for failure on 

the battlefield. 

Indications also point to a future of increased friction 

between elements of the Vietnamese and the foreign community as 

lunericans flow into these two provinces and the spectre of total 

collapse disappears. In Phan Rang the rise in the cost of non-

food items attributed by many city-dwellE:rs to the presence of 

4,000 Americ&ls of the 101st Airborne. 

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THE1-rFS 

One pa.'Ilphlet picked up in Hinh Thuan sang the praises of hero 

Nguyen-van-Troi, executed in the Saigon market place for his attempt­

E;d assassination of Secretary of Defense HcNamara. Out of the new 

presence of the American AirbornE: brigade (appearing on the Ninh­

Thuan scene unexpectedly the first week of this month), an American 

engineer battalion, and the has como a sordid rumor about 

a young and innocent lass who was carried off to the engineer 

battalion garrison, ravished by scores of men, and buried secretly 

in the compound at night. The SOurC5 of this little chiller is 

not known, but the Hinh Thuan Vietnamese Field Representative 

states that it has all the earmarks of a Viet Gong original. 
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VIS i\.CTIVITIES (AND INACTIVITIES) 

VIS Einh Thuan continues to have good ideas very poorly 

eXGcuted by incompetent personnel. For example, the VIS chief 

wishes to inaugurate a team of five to ten young ladies to visit 

hamlets for the purpose of dispensing medicine (a la Medcap) and 

also acting as a cultural team. But, as a creation of VIS, any 

such program runs a grave risk of suffering from the VIS touch 

and becoming just another body of cadre slouching arrogantly and 

ineffectually about the hamlets. 

VIS activities remain largely outside our grasp and maddeningly 

immune to persuasion and/or pressure. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

Chieu Hoi's director for Binh Thuan, though continuously weak, 

timid, and incompetent, nonetheless has been spurred to some 

activity by two factors: (1) the Dalat Conference, which pointed 

out the Chieu Hoi program as one of three major themes for II Corps, 

and (2) concerted -- and premeditated -- pressure from the American 

representatives from JUSPAO,USOM,and MACV. 

The Binh Thuan Chieu Hoi Chi has corne out this month with 

a bi-monthly single sheet, two page, mimeographed newspaper entitled 

"Chieu Hoi", which he distributes (in 5,000 copies) to district 

Chiou Hoi directors for further distribution to the families of 

Viet Gong soldiers. It is a worthy endeavor, containing news of 

the center, Quy Chanh testimonials, and propaganda appeals. 

The Chieu Hoi director of Ninh Thuan has been very active in 

utilizing alumni of his Chicu Hoi program to travel with himself 

and the JUSPAO local Field Representative to explain the Chieu Hoi 

progr~ to peasants and VC families. 
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STATE OF MEDIA 

VIS Binh Thuan announced this month that th~ would increase 

production of the provincial newspaper from 5,200 copies per month 

to 9,200, assuring me that a sufficient number of papers would be 

set aside for distribution to every refugee family. VIS Ninh Thuan, 

professes to be ready to launch itself into the newspaper game. 

There is nothing new to report on the drama cultural teams of 

either province: neither produce drama, in fact the Ninh Thuan 

team is completely dormant. The Ninh Thuan team is endowed with 

skill and musical talent, proving its capabilities at a farewell 

party for the departing Y~CV Sector Advisor, In the field, however, 

it lapses into its dull repetition of poker-faced singing, now, at 

last, performing in the open, but still huddled together for mutual 

protection against the masses. 

The S-5 Advisor in Binh Thuan is doing an excellent job of 

both making effective use of resources at his disposal and of 

training the Vietnamese S-5 section in the essentials of Psycho­

logical Warfare. His leaflet-drOp program is carefully planned out 

in advance after consultations "lith S-2 for locations of units 

and with JUSPAO for selection of leaflets. 

PSYOPS COHMITTEES AND PROVINCE COMMITTEES 

Since the Dalat conference endorsing of the rejuvanation of 

PsyOps Committees, both Binh Thuan and Ninh Thuan have seen a burst 

of renewed interest in PsyOps Committees. Both provinces are putting 

the Deputy Province Chief fer Security back into the Chairman's 

seat, and both -- after more than two months of dormancy -- suddenly 

scheduled P~s meetings within days after the terrranation of the 

Dalat conference. Both, however, subsequently post-poned their 

meetings. 
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In anticipation of a large influx of American Airborne troops 

into Binh Thuan province at the end of November, the USOM Represent­

ati ve and I have drafted a memorandum to the Province Chief calling 

for a fair-price list to be issued to all Americans, the establish­

ment of a sort of Better Business Bureau to receive complaints from 

Vietnamese and Americans regarding excessive prices, official 

government "encouragement" to businesses to concentrate on volume 

rather than high-margin trading, and the convening of a joint Viet­

namese American friendship council to air grievances and discuss 

problem areas resulting from the increased American presence. In 

addition, JUSPAO proposed to the advance surve,y group from the lOlst 

that on the day of their landing they distribute simple mimeographed 

sheets explaining to the people in the immediate vicinity of their 

encampment who they are and why they are here. We have had some 

difficulty trying to persuade the planners, who anticipate bull­

dozing a road from the sea through an extensive Vietnamese cemetary 

to the airstrip, not to take a few burial mounds with them. To 

date the results of m:r conC8rn remain uncertain. 

QUESTIONS ASKED 

"Can you get for me a •••••••• '(II No other significant 

questions asked this month. 

, f •• 

- 23 -

In anticipation of a large influx of American Airborne troops 

into Binh Thuan province at the end of November, the USOM Represent­

ati ve and I have drafted a memorandum to the Province Chief calling 

for a fair-price list to be issued to all Americans, the establish­

ment of a sort of Better Business Bureau to receive complaints from 

Vietnamese and Americans regarding excessive prices, official 

government "encouragement" to businesses to concentrate on volume 

rather than high-margin trading, and the convening of a joint Viet­

namese American friendship council to air grievances and discuss 

problem areas resulting from the increased American presence. In 
addition, JUSPAO proposed to the advance surve,y group from the lOlst 

that on the day of their landing they distribute simple mimeographed 

sheets explaining to the people in the immediate viCinity of their 

encampment who they are and why they are here. We have had some 

difficulty trying to persuade the planners, who anticipate bull­

dozing a road from the sea through an extensive Vietnamese cemetary 

to the airstrip, not to take a few burial mounds with them. To 

date the results of my conC8rn remain uncertain. 

QUESTIONS ASKED 

"Can you get for me a •••••••• ?II No other significant 

questions asked this month. 



• f •• 

- 24 -

TUYEN Due LAM DONG 

** 

GE~\L SITUATION 

it general aura of apathy on the part of the population seems 

reflected in the curtailed productive work of VIS in both provinces 

this reporting period. The only noticable change is that of height­

ened anti-American feelings in T~en Duc due to higher costs and 

increased incidents involving American military personnel. 

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEt-IES 

All variations of the Anti-J~erican themes. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

The major effort in both provinces was taken up in helping 

organize public manifestations, conf'.:;rGnces-and in T~en-Duc -the 

graduation ceremony of the National Hilitary Academy. vlhat might be 

termed more meaningful and basic Psy\'Jar efforts noticably 

diminished during the reporting period. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

The ~en Duc Chieu Hoi Center shows some signs of life. Lacking 

the burden of having to handle large groups of returnees they went 

into some VIS activities such as distribution of materials, putting 

up posters (photos enlargemonts done for them by the Fi61d Rep) 

broadcasts and visits to VC related families. 

STATE OF MEDIA 

Tuyen Due Province: The first issue of the province newspaper 

finally came off the presses. rhe local VIS Chief won the 

concession from M.O.I. to raise the production level 

interesting for a Saigon printer to publish at the low unit 
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price given by M.O.I. The quality of the paper however, aft6r a 

long struggle to get into print, makes me wonder if it was worth 

the effort. 

A greatly stepped up distribution of materials was quickly noted 

in Lam Dong due to the opening of our JUSPAO office and 

the transfer of many leaflets, pamphlets and magazines from Dalat 

to Blao was completed. 
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III CORPS HEADQUARTERS : BIENHOA 

With government victories and VC defeats in focus, gr~ areas still 

blur the general picture. The backbone of VC strength throughout the 

Corps has not yet been broken -- nor has the GVN been able to demonstrate 

the clear-cut ability to administer government programs once pacification 

begins. During this hiatus, the self-confidence of the average Vietnamese 

has not yet emerged. Scratch any villager or province official and 

you will find just under the surface his conviction that salvation will be 

borne on~y through U.S. destruction of Hanoi, Hai Phong, and Peking. He wil­

at the same time recite the parable that American Brig~es should not take 

part in pacification activities, but rather concentrate on big victories in 

the North and South. 

MOI/VIS ACTIVITIES 

VIS activities were dominated this month by Mr. Ho!~, Corps Director 

for the I1inistry of Information, who has replaced 6 provincial VIS Chiefs. 

This month a two-week training seminar for seventy Corps Mobile 

Action Cadre was conducted at Bien Hoa. Mr. Hong and t~~s reporter planned 

an itinerary for the political and technical training sessions. 

Several oft' mentioned needs for reform loomed high on the horizons 

this month. Pro,dnce newspapers are in need of more imagination by VIS 

editors and their JUSPAO Vietnamese advisors. Seldom seen is the district 

news scoop, gossip column, or the local success stories indispensable to 

the development of local news into something beyond more propaganda. 

S-5 ACTIVITIES 

General Trils Corpsls PsyOps Committee got off to a running start 

this month. Formally blessed by Mr. Chinh, Minister of Information, the 

organization has begun meetings on a daily basis. While most discussions 

to date have avoided meeting problems head-on, we at least are provided with 

daily contact between officials directing MOl, G-5, and Rural Reconstruction 

activities. A similar PsyOps Committee of American advisors has been 

inaugurated by this reporter. 

The concept of Tactical PsyWar passed from shibboleth to reality this 

month. Leaflots summarizing Viet Cong defeats were prepared for air-drop 

throughout the Corps. Radio tapes by JUSPAO with the same message 

interspaced between battle sounds were broadcast over VC lairs. While the 
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Q-761 Regiment was burying its dead (as a result of contact with the 

First Battalion of the Airborne Brigade), aerial loudspeaker~ reminded VC 

soldiers of the futility of continuing the war. 

CHlEU HOI ACTIVITIES 

Country team coordination, plus local initiative, has paid dividends 

in the Chieu Hoi centers in Long Khanh and Binh Long. Persistence by the 

5-5 advisor, USOM Rep, and JUSPAO has led to a one thousand per cent 

improvement in the quartering of Qui Chanh in Long Khanh. In Binh Long, 

however, the most remarkable transformation has taken place. Reacting 

to American suggestions, Hr. Tri, Chieu Hoi Chief, has develope. wl'.at is pcr~ ~. 

the most outstanding returnee location in Viet Nam. On a visit to BiP~ 

Long this month I discovered ex-Viet Gong buoyantly tending 

their USOM experimental gardens and flocks of livestock, while others churned 

out bricks from two CINVA RAM machines to be used in the construction of 

local schools ~illd dispensaries. 

HISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

Through the coordination of the USOM Secondary 

Education Specialist in Saigon, several hundred of JUSPAO's translations 

e.g., American Histo~; Famous Historic Documents; Second~ Education in 

the united States, etc., were collected to be presented to key primary and 

element~ .chool principals throughout Vietnam. 

QUESTIONS ASKED DURING FIELD VISITS: 

1. Why doesn't the United States ern the war rapidly by bombing 

HAlloi and Peking? 

2. Isn't it possible for Americp~ advisors to assist the Vietnamese 

Government in preventing the rise in price of consumer goods? 

3. Has the United States passed through a period in history 

similar to the one which Vietnam is now experiencing? 

4. Why doesn't the United States invite high school students to study" 

its institutions, similar to the rn.anner in which Fidel Castro has 

brought students to Cuba? 

5. Why isn't the Un._ted States helping to build more high schools in 

Vietnam? 

6. Isn't it possible for the United States to assist in the developmen::. 

of farmer's saving associations and rural cooperatives? 
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IONG KHANH - BIEN HOA 

GENERAL SITUATION 

In Bien Hoa Province the increased security, furnished by the large 

quantity of troops in this area, has become increasingly evident by 

the growing number of people on the streets and roads after dark. 

In Long Khanh province it is generally agreed by all the officials 

with whom the author talked that people are feeling more secure 

and are more willing to support the GVN. However the subject of inflation 

is also domi~ating most of the market place and parlor talk in this 

province. 

VC ProPAGANDA THEMES 

VC propaganda efforts are a~ned at the Americans; labelling them 

as imperialists and accusing the GVN as being a tool of the U.S. The 

VC also emphasized the benefits of rejoining the people of North and 

South Vietnam as one country again. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

The VIS activities for this period of time were performed in their 

routine ma~~er. Leaflets and reading materials were distributed throughou 

both provinces as they become available. Movies were presented i~ the 

outlying districts in both provinces at least twice and in many cases three 

times each week. The film libraries at both provinces were inventoried 

and additional films requested from JUSPAO where necessary. 

CRlEU HOI POOGRAH 

The C~ieu Hoi Center in Long Khanh was quite adequately described 

by one of its members when he said that prisoners of the VC unit of 

which he was a member lived much better th&~ he was living in the Chieu 

Hoi Center at Xuan Loc during the first week of November. With 

the arrival of a new Chieu Hoi Chief, 

and the help of the sector S-5 Advisor and JUSPAO representative the one 

room building has 33 smiling faces in it of present. HowGY0r the Chieu 

Hoi Center is still far below standard. Construction of a new center will 

begin during the month of December. 

In Bien Hoa th8 overall conditions are a little better with more 

facilities, but with inadequa:tesleeping quarters, three people in one 
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bunk bed. 

STAT~ OF MEDIA. 

Both Bien Hoa and Long Khanh produce provincial newspapers on a bi­

weekly basis. }~ny of the districts prepare a district newspaper on a 

weekly or twice a week basis. Efforts are being made to have all district.~ 

prepare a newspaper at least once a week. In addition the 10th Infantry 

Division intends to prepare a section to be inserted in the provincial 

newspapers of these provinces within the division tactical zone, commencir 

in December • . 
The VIS cultural teams in both provinces have been very active. 

Loudspeader broadcast from the VIS Tri-Lambretta continue to be 

throughout both provinces. Thedearth of aircraft for aerial loudspeaker 

missions has put this type of media in an elite status. 

PSYOPS COMMITTEES 

The PsyOps Comwittee meets every two weeks in Long Khanh. I have 

attended two meetings. The first was a dismal failure with only three 

members appearing. The second was a little 

better with everyone except a representative of the province chief 

buing pr<-scnt. 

In 8ien Hoa the character of the PsyOps meeting is much more 

dynamic than that at Long Khanh. The new VIS Chief insists that a 

meeting once a week is necessary and all members will be there and on 

time -- which they are. Moreover these meetings seem to bereal melting po" 

of ideas. The chiefs of the various services talk freely about the 

psychological merits and needs of their constituents and ways to meet the; 

needs. It was through one of these meetings that it was decided that a 

new Chieu Hoi building should be built to house the overflow from the 

present structure. 
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BINH TUY - PHUOC TUY 

GENERAL SITUATION 

The two highlights of the month were the joint operation of the 

175rd Brigade (assisted by the Australians) and the 10th Division in 

Binh Tuy's "rice bowl tt and the II November battle in Phuoc Tuy in which 

an estimated 500 hard-core VC were killed. 

After talking to a number of persons in Binh Tuy's rice bowl, it 

seems clear that in the largely Catholic areas near Vo Dat the VC did 

not make any great inroads with the people during the better part of the 

year in which they have controlled this area.. On the other hand it seer. 

likely that the VC have some propaganda successes with the people arounQ 

TarilLinh. 

ATTITUDES TOWARDS U.S. AND G.V.N. 

A Catholic priest in Tanh Linh who travels in a large part of the 

eastern half of the rice bowl was of the opinion that nearly one-half 

of the people there believe the VC line that "Americans are imp6rialist~' 

and the Govermnent is a puppet of the Americans. 11 He included Catholics. 

who he said were largely recent converts, in this description. The 

Province Chief generally concurred in this view, although he was of the 

opinion that the figure is not that high. 

I also talked to a number of persons (bonzes, several priests, a pigr 

school principal and government officials)inthecoastal area around 

the provincial capital of Binh Tuy. There the attitude of the masses to­

the U.S. is positive, largely due to the good behavior of Americans they 

have seen. As la~· as 1962, said the Superintendent of Binh Tuy's high 

school, people belieVed the VC line that the Americans were the successcI' 

of the French, and that we were imperialists who desired to subjugate 

Vietnam. However, people came to realize that "you take nothing nor 

do you want anything.!! 

Thl;se same persons indicated that, by and large, the masses in coal:' 

areas are not pro-Government, even though they largely dislike the Viet 

Cong. It seems clear that most people feel the Government does little fe. 

the people. Until recently province officials were rarely, if ever, seen 

in the hamlets except to participate in ceremonies. 
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VIEr eOI'm PIDfAGANDA THEMES 

The anti-American theme continues to be emphasized in both Phuoc 

Tuy and Binh Tuy. On November 11 a banner proclaiming "Americans must 

pay loli th their blood for the bloodletting of Vietnamese" and a booklet 

(purportedly written by a U.S. soldier) asking Americans to stop this 

"unjust" war of aggression was found in Phuoc Tuy. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

VIS activities in Bi~ Tuy continued to be limited to secure coastal 

areas and to district capitals. However, "Operation Rice Bowl" promised 

to give VIS greater latitude during the month of December. 

In Phuoc Tuy it is often difficult to induce VIS personnel to carry 

out program suggestions made by JUSPAO reps. However, the November 11 

battle offered an opportunity which .. Ie seized. VIS prodded by the Provin :3 

Chief im.."1ediately printed several thousand "news bulletins" concerning 

the victory. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

Just at month' 6 end twenty-three Qui ehanh returned to the "just ca' 

in tht 173rd operational area in the Binh Tuy "rice bowl". Among them 

were ten members of the VC infra-structure of a harr~et which had been 

under VC control. At our suggestion a Chieu Hoi appeal citing the defect,,:; 

was prepared and was used on three air broadcasts over VC areas nearty 

PSYOPS COi'I;NITTEE 

A nsw attempt was made to organize a viable PsyOps Committee in 

Einh T~T, but as before the com..~ittee was too unlvieldy (more than twenty 

attended) to accomplish anything. Sole result was a resolution to 

encourage 1954 North Vietnamese refugees to \-U'i te friends and relatives -;.n 

North Vietnam regarding conditions in South Vietnam. 

QUESTIONS ASKED 

Other Americans report they are not asy,,- d any questions. I have 

been asked "vJhy don I t you Americans bomb Hanoi?" 
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LONG AN HA U NGHIA - TAY NINH 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 

l.s is true in other areas of Viet Nam, there is general 

concern in my area over the cost of living, as the price of food, 

especially rr~lk and sugar, rose higher and higher. Some people 

have spoken almost nostalgically of the days of the French when, so 

they claim, at least the government kept the prices down. others 

hOPG that the US government will bring its experience and influence 

to bear to forestall the inflationary trend. 

On the positive side, the morale of the area seeMS to be 

markedly higher. 

In Long An the improvement in morale is directly related to 

the general state of security which has been improved by search 

and destroy operations conducted during the month by sector. 

In Tay Ninh the greatest improvement in morale is among the 

various GVlJ military units, including the PF, RF, and CIDG. 

VC PROPAGANDA THEMES 

VC propaganda in the area continues to attack the US presence 

and elicit support for the NLF. 

1\.s a reaction to Prime :t-linister Ky I S recent recognition of 

the Cao Dai religion, there seems to be a general shift of Cao Dai 

support in the province to the GVN. The VC seem to have recognized 

this shift to the extent that their propaganda now asks for Cao Dai 

neutrality in the war inst8ad of soliciting active support for the 

NLF. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

There has been a certain lull in VIS activities in the whole 
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area as VIS Chiefs in all three provinces have been 0r are about 

to be changed. 

In both Tay Ninh [.ind Long An there seems to be an encouraging 

rapport between the military and VIS, so that in both cases VIS is 

brought into the planning and initiating of PsyWar activities re­

lated to upcoming military operations. In this regard, VIS staffs 

in these provinces have been working in preparation for a rice 

harvest operation in Tay Ninh and defoliation in Long An, the 

success of both of ~lhich will depend upon th", cooperation of the 

civilians living in the area. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

The Chieu Hoi organizations in both Tay Ninh and Long An 

appear very active, both in encouraging ltralliers" to come in 

through leaflet drops, speaker missions, and Chieu Hoi platoons 

and in taking care of and setting up indoctrination :'or the quy 

Chanh once they arrive. 

In both provinces, the Chieu Hoi centers have made plans for 

expansion. 

ST1SE OF MEDIA 

Provincial newspapers are appearing regularly in Tay Ninh and 

Hau Nghia and one is scheduled to appear in December in Long An. 

In addition, all the districts in both Long .M.n and Tay Pinh 

h;::VD t.heir own mimeographed ncwsBheet:.>,most of which come out 

weekly and one of \..;hich appears t}l..ree times a week. 

A now 25th Division nffi..;seheet designed t~ be inserted in the 

three provincial papers is now in the planrdng stages. 
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PSYOPS CONMITTEES 

Psy~)s Committees seem to exist in this area more on an informe 

ad hoc basis than anything else. That is, wren occasion arises whi 

requires the cooperation of the PsyWar community, a neeting is call~: 

QUESTIONS ASKED 

3esides the question always asked of any newly arrived 

representati ve of any agency, 'fItJhat can you get for we?", the 

questions most frequently asked me concerned the economics of 

rising prices and fixed wages and varied in .vording from 

'fltJhy doesn't the government do something about the price of 

rice (or milk, or sugar?)11 

to 

"ls it true that high prices are caused by the presence of 

so ma.'1Y Americans in Viet-Nam?" 
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IV CORPS HEADQUARTERS - PHONG DINH 

GENERAL SITUATION 

Despite the fact that VNAF/USAF air strikes have been on the increase, 

with the inevitable side effects of property destruction and loss of life 

in the villages, this has not turned village people either against the 

GVN or the U.S. This can largely be explained by the fact that the VC have 

been turning the screws tighter on the people -- high and even confiscatory 

taxation, drafting and kidnapping of villagers (many of whom have been 

sent to fight in the north), restrictions they have put on the movement 

of people in the areas they control, and terror methods: murders, road 

minings and destruction of installations which serve the rural people. Some 

credit also should go to the stepped-up propaganda effo::'. s conducted by t.he 

GVN with US assistance. More often than ever before, ths people have been 

warned of bombings beforehand, and have both received leaflets as well, 

whenever feasible, relief supplies following air strikes. Finally, it 

should be noted that pilots take extreme care in bombing to do a minimum 

of damage to the life and property of iI4~ocent civilians, 

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEMES 

These continued to emphasize anti-Americanism with particular accent on 

bombings, although this month VNAF began to come in for heavier VC calumny. 

One new one: a VC leaflet, dated Novsmber 20, and picked up in Vinh Long, 

put the blame for the rise in prices on the Americans. The VC in Go Cong 

have been using a reverse Chieu Hoi appeal, urging families to ask their 

relatives serving ARVN to desert. VC propaganda also boasted of VC 

victories both in the IV Corps area ru~d further north. Radio Hanoi has 

attacked the Victory Campaign. 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

The momentum of the Victory Campaign was kept up throughout the month 

with letters written to ARVN and Allied troops, with the production of over 

5,000,000 leaflets with Chieu Hoi appeals, with messagec sxploiting tactical 

operations and others urging the people in secure areas -::,) cooperate with the 

police in population and resources control. Plans also were formulated for 

a new' effort, to be called the Peaceful Spring Campaign, scheduled to be 

launched Dec. 10. VIS initiated the first of three area seminars in Soc 

Trang Nov. 26. This four day meeting included all VIS officers and cadres 
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a new effort, to be called the Peaceful Spring Campaign, scheduled to be 

launched Dec. 10. VIS initiated the first of three area seminars in Soc 

Trang Nov. 26. This four day meeting included all VIS officers and cadres 
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from the five provinces of 21st Division. This will be followed by area 

seminars to be conducted at Mytho and at Vinh Long. These are general 

motivational and training sessions with representatives of MOIP and 

Gen. Quang addressing the groups, but also are in preparation for the 

Peaceful Spring Campaign. These seminars were initiated by the VIS Regional 

Director, who, it was reported yesterday, has been confirmed as the 

permanent VIS area chief. VIS, regional, issued the first of its monthly 

magazines for all cadres, printed with JUSPAO financial assistance and some 

editorial advice. Several provincial VIS offices, particularly those of 

Bac Lieu, Ba Xuyen and Phong Dinh, still are weak and graft-ridden. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

The rate of Chieu Hoi ralliers for November, more than 250, is high 

and would have been still higher were it not for the stringent restrictions 

the VC has put on the movements of its troops -- leaves cancelled, men more 

closely watched, etc. 

STATE OF MEDIA 

The provincial newspapers continue to be published. 'l'he M>IP has 

sent out a notice saying that it will absorb the one third share of the cost 

which, up to now has been borne by JUSPAO. 

The drama troupe put on 25 performances during the month in Camau, 

Phong Dinh, Vinh Long, Kien Phong and Ba Xuyen Provinces. The 21st Division: 

using the Rural Spirit Troupe as its model, is setting up a drama troupe of 

its own. 

MEETINGS 

The Phong Dinh PsyOps Committee met Nov. 25 with most of the discussion 

build 2.round plans far inplementing the Peaceful Spring Campaign and around th", 

idea that VIS should report more on the results of its work, rather than on 

statistics as to the nurriller of movie shows given and the number of leaflets 

distributed. It was urged that more emphasis be put on positive propaganda 

and informational program built around what the GVN is doing to help the 

people etc. There was no Corps PsyOps Committee meeting in November. The G-f 

Advisory shop at IV Corps received a shot in the arm in the form of several 

new officers, including a full-time advisor to the PsyWar Battalion which 

never before had one and needed it badly. PsyWar support of tactical 

operations was stepped up during the month and promises to becomes even more 

effective in the coming month. 

- 2 - - 36 -

from the five provinces of 21st Division. This will be followed by area 

seminars to be conducted at Mytho and at Vinh Long. These are general 

motivational and training sessions with representatives of MDIP and 

Gen. Quang addressing the groups, but also are in preparation for the 

Peaceful Spring Campaign. These seminars were initiated by the VIS Regional 

Director, who, it was reported yesterday, has been confirmed as the 

permanent VIS area chief. VIS, regional, issued the first of its monthly 

magazines for all cadres, printed with JUSPAO financial assistance and some 

editorial advice. Several provincial VIS offices, particularly those of 

Bac Lieu, Ba Xuyen and Phong Dinh, still are weak and graft-ridden. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

The rate of Chieu Hoi ralliers for November, more than 250, is high 

and would have been still higher were it not for the stringent restrictions 

the VC has put on the movements of its troops -- leaves cancelled, men more 

closely watched, etc. 

STATE OF MEDIA 

The provincial newspapers continue to be published. The MDIP has 

sent ::mt a notice saying that it will absorb the one third share of the cost 

which, up to now has been borne by JUSPAO. 

The drama troupe put on 25 performances during the month in Camau, 

Phong Dinh, Vinh Long, Kien Phong and Ba Xuyen Provinces. The 21st Division~ 

using the Rural Spirit Troupe as its model, is setting up a drama troupe of 

its own. 

NEETINGS 

The Phong Dinh PsyOps Committee met Nov. 23 with most of the discussion 

build 2-round pI ans far :inplementing the Peaceful Spring Campaign and around thE:­

idea that VIS should report more on the results of its work, rather than on 

statistics as to the nuw~er of movie shows given and the number of leaflets 

distributed. It was urged that more emph2-sis be put on positive propaganda 

and informational program built around what the GVN is doing to help the 

people etc. There was no Corps PsyOps Committee meeting in November. The G-f 

Advisory shop at IV Corps received a shot in the arm in the form of several 

new officers, including a full-time advisor to the PsyWar Battalion which 

never before had one and needed it badly. PsyWar support of tactical 
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GENERAL SITUATION 

Despite an increasing level of VC harassments,confidence in eventual 

GVN victory S88ms to be growing in both Ba Xuyen and Chuong Thien provinces. 

There have been significant ARVN, RF and PF successes over the VC during thE;; 

last month without corresponding wins by the other side. 

However, local officials are worried about the rise in incidents 

on the roads and the sharp increase in the number of VC instigated small 

unit actions. 

Allowing fer a considerable amount of personal guesswork, it 

seems to me that the average peasant in this part of the Delta is apathetic 

towards the central government in Saigon, vaguely aware of his provincial 

administration, directly responsive to the quality of district officials and 

almost uniformly abusive in his attitude towards village and hamlet cadre. 

He is afraid of the VC and fully consciousofthcir ability to do him harm; 

he is frightened by artillery and air strikes; he is tenaciously devoted to 

his land. The current struggle washes back and forth over him and he feels 

little freedom to choose sides nor does he feel that his choice could have 

any influence. 

VC ?ROPAGANDA THl::.HES 

This month VC PsyWar motifs seem about the same as last month, shrilly 

anti-American and heavily doctrinaire. In Long ?hu District, Ba Xuyen the" 

passed the word that A.rnerican and ARVN medicine was poisonous or had fishhoo­

embedded in it. ~ffiDCAP in contested areas was ineffective until corpsmen 

started breaking up pills to ShO'\'l people that our medicine was completely 

unadulterated. In the same area the VC have ripped up people's GVN 

identification cards and told them that they would be punished if they tried 

to have them replaced by the District officials. They have also spread 

rumors that the local government is totally corrupt and does nothing for 

the people, which in this case is untrue. In both Ba Xuyen and Chuong Thien 

they appear to direct most of their abuse towards honest and effective 

officials and leave the rest alone. 
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VIS ACTIVITIES 

VIS throughout IV Corps began the fi~st week of this reporti1g 

period with a week of intensified activiti preceding National Day. 

Although this project suffered fror~ hasty preparation, diffuse ai'TIs 

and inadequate funding, it appeared to hal'e been relatively successful 

in Chuong Thien; much less so in Ba Xuyer, 

VIS Chuong 'I'hien has begun to prepare a mimeographed newsshe;;:t 

identical in title and format to a VC puL>:.ication made in Can Tho and 

distributed in Chuong Thien. Only the cc ltents have been changeo to 

co~~ter various VC propaganda themes. 

VIS Chuong Thien continues to suffer from transportation anc equipment 

difficulties; VIS Ba Xuyen form lack of effective leadership. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITIES 

hlthough both provinces Chieu Hoi pre gram appear to be imprcving, 

they both have a long way to go before tr~y could be considered 2S 

effectively perforrrdng their mission. Th~ Chieu Hoi chief in ChuJng Thien 

has paid considerable attention to the Psyvlar part of his prograrr and has 

developed leaflets, posters and billboarcs on his own out of his funds. 

Chieu Hoi platoons in both provinces are ready for training as soon 

as the Vung Tau center is prepared to receive them. 

STATE OF .NEDIA 

The Chuong Thien newspaper has been 2xpanded to six pages ard will 

present a special twelve page edition for Tet. A newspaper committee 

meets each week to discuss possible itemE for inclusion in the nt.~ 

edition of the paper. The committee includes all the working men-bers of 

the PsyOps committee and representatives from various agencies in the 

provincial government. 

The Ba Xuyen newspaper press run has been expanded to 20,OO( copies. 

We are tryinG to work with VIS to improve the quality of the pap~~ and to 

widen the contributions to it in line with what has been accompli :3hed in 

Chuong Thien. 

Some leaflets have been produced in)oth provinces locally t y VIS 

and the Chieu hoi Center. Heither sector S-5 has come up with ar:y leafletl' 

on his own during the last month. 
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The Soc Trang radio station c011tinues to perform effectively_ They 

expect to add an additional hour and a half of broadcast time in 1366 

and to place their scheduling on a biweekly basis. We hope to be able to 

put 3. radio schedule in provincial newspapers in this area. 

PSYOPS COr-i,"lITTEES 

PsyOps corrrrlli ttee meetings have been placed on a formal basis in 

Chuong Thien with periodic sessions under the chairmanship of the province 

chief. An agenda is published beforehand and ample notice given all 

committee members. The first such meeting held was quite productive and 

lod to much increased cooperation between various departments on the province 

nevlspaper _ 

The ~rovince Chief in Ba Xuyen had c~lled for weekly meetings of the 

PsyOps corruTIittee prior to his departure, There have been no meetings since 

he leftmd the entire question, just as many others, will be up in the 

~ir until the new Province Chief has had timc to adjust to his new 

surroundings. 
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BAC LIEU - AN XUIEN 

GENERAL SITUATION 

Militar,y: Sharp escalation in VC incidents continues, with 

increases in road minings, harassments kidnappings and assassinations. 

Division has in recent weeks given more attention to getting 

at VC local units. American advisors are pleased with the results -

a kill ratio of 6-1, and a weapons .a~ture ratio far in excess of 

larger unit actions(the last figlITe I heard was 104 weapons for 

131 KIA). But more important, if these tactics continue successful, 

will be real disruption of VC militar,y infrastructure and destruction 

of VC morale in the VC hamlets. 

Eoonomio: Prices of hard goods continue to clinb. I saw a 

shopmrner, for instance, pull a sign for $2600 p'S off and electric 

fan and put one on for $2700 p'S. The psychology of road harassment 

is not lost on the merchants. Prices of food bring complaints in 

the district tOrms, "here VC pressures end merchant-official mono­

polies (in all probability), drive prices up. But though there is 

complaint about prices in the provincial capitals, people are not 

basically disturbed, comparisons with other areas (especially Sagon) 

being a matter of conversation, and supply being plentiful. 

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA THEMES 

Agents have reported that VC village committees were instructed 

at the end of last ~onth to set up political meetings which are to 

included special concentration on falnilies of GVN soldiers. Families 

are to carr,y out the follovling, under warning that they will not 

be forgiven by the Front if they do not fully comply: 
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a. CalIon their family members to desert to the VC. 

b. CalIon soldiers to stay in but work for the VC. 

c. CalIon the soldiers to communicate to them information for 

the VC. 

d. CalIon the soldiers to desert. 

The main overt theme continues to be anti-American. There have 

been were demonstrations in a number of areas of Bac Lieu, including 

two which got to the suburbs of the provincial city. 

The worst possible thing we can do in the Delta, wi·':.h its very 

low level of 1I.Inericans in the first place, is to engage the VC on 

the propaganda battlefield th~ have selected: that is, to run an 

overt defense of Americans and their presence here. The VC would 

like nothing better since it would submerge other, better issues 

for us, and keep this theme uppermost in the minds of a xenophobic 

people. Also, the French were no slouches at protesting their 

innocence, and trapping themselves as the Communist propagandists 

intended. We would only fall into the same trap and identify our­

selvec further with the French to boot. 

VIS ACTIVITY 

VIS activity in Bac Lieu is confined to cloth-banner slogan 

campaigns, aside from the standard town-amplifier and JUSPAO magazine 

and Province !J.E.'viSpaper distribution. There have also bGen mimeo I d 

leaflot distributions immediately after VC terror incidents, bu~ only 

becaUSe my Vietnamese assistant, rtr. Truong, and I took over and 

organized this action each time. 

In An Xuyen activity is at a high level, comparati vsly. I'i: 
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cooperate in every way, and there is no problem aside from the 

lethargy of the total An Xuyen GVN operation. One problem coming 

up is the GVN military take over of the large VIS building in Ca 

Mau, in which JUSPAO warehouse-office is also located. VIS is 

being moved to a too-small reading room location, and JUSPAO is 

looking for a place. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

New Chieu Hoi Chief in Bac Lieu is active and cocperativc:. 

He put on a province-wide campaign Nov. 20, with banners and loud­

speaker trucks, and distributions of leaflets. He has rented a 

house to shelter Chi8u Hoi returnees 11hile they await processing, 

and shipment to the center at Ba Xuyen. 

STATE OF HEDIA 

Both papers U,n Xuyen and Bac Lieu) have gone over to full 

MOr financing at 1.1 ps per copy reportedly. Content remains dull, 

and their improvement is still a task that is ahead. 

\ole have been successful in getting posters on walls and public 

places. We are going to put bulletin boards at bus stops, army 

pay lines etc. 

Movi2 program is going well, except there is a shortage of new 

titles, and vJe arE: halling difficulties getting film into the 

outposts causes of helicopter priori ties. 

PSYOPS CO}~rrTTEES 

Inactive, both provinces. 
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, 
In Ch.1.U Doc and Kicm IlL:mg provinces, J.S ex:p<:c t8d, there hcl.S!j·:.;,:m a m2.rkerl 

increas8 in VC ha.rassmont activity this mon:;h. Uo noticH.blc shift j1aS b~en 
reported in attitudes in th·cdr favor becaus:; of it however. To the) contrCJ.ry, 
incref1s.Jd rCs8nti:lont is detected to paying their high rate of taxes, compulsor,Y 
contributions to their "rice pot" pro;3Tam and a.bductions of children to fill 
tIlGir d3pleting r<1nks. 

l .. new touch to the regular .~ti-.jJj:18rici1.L'1 theme appearing in Vl' leafl\."1·~s 
is thu eqU2..tinG' of I).i:). forces here wi til tt8 .l"rench .r'oreign, Legior:, \7hom 
they alai;;1 ddlight in burning homes, killing children and violatint. ·v1OmE¥1. 

In He.. 'l'Lm they are spreadine the st<l'r;,r th2.t .t.oericf'.n suppliGC~ illedici1l3s 
2.re rcally h,::;.rrr:ful drugs. However they are ''::~1couraging th>3 pdople +.0 filk" 
b.c::in5' sick and gGt <111 kinds of w..::dicin.:::s S'.) they (the ves) can b,L; t heul ,':)r 
cn3cking and :..1[.kin~ (ntidot8s. 

l.il",rci is an incr..::c'.SGo drive to r~cruit Chlld.cGn as young as 1; y.:;;ars old, 
pro.Jisin; th",8 a h8ctC1re of land Gach. alS( th8y arG prossin6' the" , 1008.1 

10.8 to Slg.:.1 up for 3 y.Jtl.r re-8nlist •. ; .nts to serve in the No' ":1.:::rn 
Hlt::.;·hL~i1ci S. 

In addition to drop)ing leaflets they 
r"k~V;J OG...;11 tS'ivi11tj out C:,~lf1bodic.~l ci~a.r0tt~s. 

'i.'h',: ~"ctivi r.;volving around th~ Hov. 1st cOIJ1!lGmor:.J.tions occl.:)ied mos~ 0.< 
the 1. t t.:n tion of t~1o 'VId ofi'ic2s in all thr,·~ provinccls. 

Thrd·,j dr'lt.ld and danc.::; shoVls ui th po Ii ti cal OV8rton<:s ,:0re mollY. ",,-,o dUTi:lg 
thispJ.L'iod in .;(idl1 Ilb.ng. iill Gim16' is circulating 2-mnn district ~:18:fBction 
t\.;·1.:.18 to visi 1; ,:;v:;ry halJlc:t c::.na vilLcl.iSd i.Gfc r,llntion ca.dre, readinG room, 
post,;r bonrd :.l.nd infor':F:Ltion stE.tion. Driv,s s.r0 on right now to sc.l:lO i .l 
'Jhildr,,"l1 to VITi ti; L.:tL,rs of appr~Ci:.l.tlon ni.d cmcourage!Jlent to th,:.; l,Vi-l' sdrvicc.:. 

Drier Wei:, thur has brought a marIc3d inch?asc in movie snQ;·nngs i:1. more 
r'3;,101:' L.r",'.s. Our newly ro cei veti fi lws <t.re tllJ021y and a great heIr-

In \1hau !Joc the VIS ca.dre: arc joinin,; '"ith the K3d-cap t02am, r'J..ral 
r..:COIlstruc Cion tea.::] and local SGcuri ty forces to run syst\:!\TIa tic and l'.:;,rg>3 
OP':l"~t ions. Its cOVJrng0 is prograLilll",d out so t,ut ;d thin a short ,'i.J'J.,3 nIP th. 
88m,r", a:C·:;;as ylill b:;; on a rJguL:.r visitatlor: schedule. Initial SUC;,Jss hL;.:;' 

brought ~d th it ,Juch ..::nti1usiasr:1. 

CI:!I:EU HOI .b,.GTIVL'Y 

In Kieng Giang an ".i~rra0d Proselytizing Jor::1t'11ittec" of 30 past Ql i Charn 
has bown forw3d. They ar8 av,'?i ting b0ing sO~1t for a speCial trainir ,J cours, 
_7hich is sClh:duL,d to stftrt Decenb'ar 1st. 
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is th:;) uqU2.tinl~ of lJ.B. forcas here with tt:e .l'''Ir(?nch l"oreign, LegioI~, \7hom 
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In fu 'l.'ian they are spreadin6' the sta-r;r that .t.oerican suppliec ill.odicill>3S 
2Te really lv",rmful drugs. nowev8r they arc .=~1couraging thi} p ... wpL" "':,0 felk" 
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ct,:::0king I'l.nd ;:l[.kin~ a:1tidot0S. 

~h"r0 is on incr>.sc:o drive to r",cruit ch1ld .. elm as young as 13 Y22.rS old, 
pro.lisin; th"m a L1Gctare of land each. .n.ls( thGy arG prussin.; t he" .. : local 
::s'U3:cr 111:18 to Sl&1 up for 3 Y.J;-l;r rG-enlisti.; .nts to serve 1n the No" ':~ern 

n1chl:.~l1ci s. 

In addition to drop)iI1g leaflets they-
h,:.v,) 1X:..:11 6"ivil1;,j out C,:uilbodi2.il ci§:1rGtL;s. 

r:.'hJ"ctivity r'-,volving o.round th.J Hov. 1st COIJE.h3IDorJ.tions occt.:Jied mos v 0:­
thG1.tt..:ntion of t~1Q -VIS ofiicGS in '.111 thr, ,) prov'incds. 

'l'hri~'': dr'll.J[t nnd dm1c0 ShOHS \Ii th political oVGrton8s "liGr8 mou::. -'J"C; dUTitlg 
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'Jhildr'::l1 to V.Tit,: L:!tt-!rs of appr0cic:.tion aLd (;l1couragall1ent to th(; lTVA sJrvicG.:. 

Dri(;r 'A;2~ tn0r hu.s bl'ought a mark0d incl'2HsO in movie shovdngs l::.l more 
r0,;lot:; t.;.r~i'i.S. Our nm-fly ro eei veti fi Ius {I.rd tll:J\.:lly and a great heIr· 

In Ghau Doc thG VIS cadre aro joining \,i th the Mad-cap team, r'.ITal 
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CH.IEU HOI i>.CTIVL'Y 

In Ki'3ng Giang an "~i.ru0d Proselytizing ::!or:unittee" of 30 past Ql i Chan~j 
hA-s bOi..m forEy~d. They (1r0 m..ai ting being Sd~1t for a speCial trainir <.1; court:;, 
;'lhich is sch,]dul:d to stnrt D8coob,')r 1st. 
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The threu wdek re-Gduc~tion course) prGviously given to th~ KKKs 

ruturnees in Ti:ukt Bien, Chau Doc, is nml being given to tho 'rri 'fon group. 
~ .. roport just rec,:;i ved froft1 Ib. '.l'ien, Kien I..iiang hovince, claims tha.t 51KKKs 
bav~ COlle in to th~t district headquartvrs. More are GX~8cted but t~G total 
figure is not Jxp0ct~d to 60 over 100. 

In the thr0J provinces the follm,ing number of nmlSpapers are being 
turned out: 

.ill1 Giill1/£ 
Chau Doc 
Kien Giang 

32,000 
20,000 
40,000 

(8 pae;es each) 

District w..:ekly papers in'..: still going well in districts whor,: the 
~1ir;l20grQ.ph l;::1chin:s '1rc i'i'orking. Curr,mtly we have two out of ord:..:r. Th" 
stCU'hhrd of their art work in thllse aill.aZ0S me. In addition l.w.ch pr;)vincG 
turns out ,~ i!1ont:hly m'l(S3.zin'~ (mimeographed) of betvv\;lon aIle c1l1d two thous·.1nd 
copius. R;lCh Gi,: h:::.s a Cumbodian v~rsion of this also. 

No f orl.1d, 1 PsyOps cow.Ji tte0S htl.V0 oJJn callGd in -til GSG provine...:;;; but 
.J.r.dJd y>'1. th tn,.: n":\1 dirJctivG of Hl\;) Division COlIllilJ.nder, Col. l'lu, r.':~:f 08 

sowuthiui-S oan bv aci1ieved noYl. 

a. \ihy ar3 t:18 ~:\JJerican students d.J;'10nstra.tion against your offorts 
fl..:!r0 in Vi,-,tn~n? 

b. Wr,y has be cost of livineS gonG so high? .iil'8 the; il.<uerican.s GatinG 
up all our food? rldlt:.tive to this uro the quostions concerning fOTh;,-,iion of 
f:lr:.,,~rs co-o~J,,]ra.tivcs to g'et foods at a. dore stub13 price. 
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GO CON} - KIEN HOA 

GENERAL SITUATION 

Go Cong: There has been an increase in small-scale VC activity 

assassi~ations, harassing fire, mines -- 'Nhich, though difficult to 

de al with, confirms the G VIi{ 's military supe riori ty in th e province and 

suggests a deliberate VC decision to revert to an earlier stage of 

guerrilla warfare. 

Kien Hoa: The 7C continue to hold the initiative in Kien Hoa, both 

psychologically and rrQlitarily. They are not making major gains, but 

nei ther is the G\l11, , . 

VIET CONG PROPAGANDA 

In addition to its usual themes of anti-AmGric&nism and opposition 

to air and artillery strikes, VC propaganda during the nonth has 

emph8.sized thrt:oats of future military action. This has b';;Gn particularly 

marked in Huong My district (Kien Hoa), where the VG h&ve spread rumorS 

arld distributed leaflets ,-Taming of an attempt (which nevs,r took place) 

t.n ovr':'l'I"lJn th~' district town before Novemh;r 25. This ca.':Cpaign was 

effectiVE; in inducing some of the richer inhabitants to leave the town, and 

in adversely affecting the morale of GVN civilian employees. 

In Ba Tri district (Kien Hoa1 the customary VC tactic of sending 

villagers to tht district town to demonstrate against air and artilleF.[ 

strikes was improved upon when nearly 5,000 refugees presented themselves 

over a ten-day period to ask for help, following an air attack on Baa Thanl~ 

vill8.ge November 6. 

Another :clajor VC effort in both provinces vTaS the economic blockade 

of GVN e.reas. Howt:!ver, the VC have had only sporadic success in :'tttempts 

to prevent people from coming to GVN markets (e.g., in Hoa Binh district, 

Go Cong, and Thanh Phu district, Kien Hoa). 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

Go Cong: A training COurS0 for district, village, and harr~et VIS 

cadres opened in the province tOlrm November 25. About 145 cadres are 

attending, and some sessions are also being attended by province mobile 

aQ~inistrative cadres. 

.. 

- 45 -
GO GON} - KIEN HOA 

G~~JERAL SITUATION 

Go Gong: There has be~n an increase in small-scale VC activity 

assassiJations, harassing fire, mines -- which, though difficult to 

deal with, confirms the GVN's military superiority in the province and 

sugg&sts a deliberate VG decision to revert to an earlier stage of 

g~errilla warfare. 

Ki",n Hoa: The 7G continue to hold the ini tiati vo in Kien Hoa, both 

psychologically and rrdlitarily. They are not making major gains, but 

neither is the Gv1I, ' . 

VIET GONG PROPAGA~IDA 

In addition to its usual themes of anti-Am&ricanism and opposition 

to air and artillery strikes, VC propaganda during the mOJth has 

emphasized threats of future military action. This has b08n partieularly 

marked in Huong ¥t;y- district (Kien Hoa), where the VC h&ve spread rumorS 

arid distributGd leaflets ''laming of an attempt (which never took place) 

tn ovr.:,rTlln thE' district town before Novemt;.;r 25. This ca,,,?aign was 

effectivE; in incucing some of the rich6r inhabitants to leave the town, and 

in adversely aff~cting the morale of GVN civilian employees. 

In Ba Tri district (Kien Hoa1 the customary VC tactic of sending 

villagers to thE:. district town to demonstrate against air and artillery­

strikes was improved upon ,[hen nearly 3,000 refugees presented themselves 

over a ten-day period to ask for help, following an air attack on Bao Thane 

village November 6. 

Another najor VC effort in both provinces vras the economic blockade 

of GVN e.reas. How!;;!ver, the VC have had only sporadic success in '~Lttempts 

to prevent people from coming to GVN markets (e.g., in Roa Binh district, 

Go Cong, and Thanh Phu district, Kien Hoa). 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

Go Cong: A training course for district, village, and harr~et VIS 

cadres opened in the province tovm November 25. About 145 cadres are 

attending, and some sessions are also being attended by province mobile 

acirninistrati ve cadres. 



• 
- 46 -

iITS organized a week of concentrated face-to-face propagand~ in six 

hamlets of Hoa Lac district beginning November 11, with tlm cadres visiting 

a total of 297 fanilies to distribute newspapers, magazineS, leaflets, caney, 

and vi t2J1Jins • 

The Go Cong VIS has continUed to react quickly to GWJ victories in tht: 

province, producing mimeographed leaflets for distribution by hand and 

Tri-Lambretta. 

Kien Hoa: The inf1~~ of refugees in Tri and Thanh Phu presented 

opportuJuties for VIS which ::ct first were largely missed by the H8ak VIS 

district organizations. After a feVI 5ays, however, with so;rle outside prodf 

acti vity began in each location under the supervision of tht" depu"tY distrL_ 

chiefs. It included face-to-face contact, a fevr movie shovlings, ctnd 

distribution of leaflets. Additional entertainment for the Thanh Phu refugeef 

was provided by a local theatrical troupe. 

A tea;:, of Chinese-speaking VIS c,.dres arrived November 18 in Kien Hoa 

for t8r.~orary "('lOrk among the Chinese (,ormnuni ty. 

CHIEU HOI 

Go Cong: The Chieu Hoi prograrn ccntinues to be v..'ell J'llanaged ",nd 

s1~ccessful. The provincial Chieu Hoi center is still oVercrowded; as 

of November 24 there Here 110 Quy Cha.'1h and 17 fa17lilies in the center. 

Reactions to the Chieu Hoi progr.:.un vary widely among districts. In 

TharL~ Phu, an incident in ~...rhich two Quy Chanh attempted to redefect to the 

VC after killing and wounding several civilians ,.nth a grLlne:de confirmed 

the district chi af in his conviction tnat most Quy Chanh 'll'c VC plants and 

are forever untrustvlOrthy. It is unknown whether the t"l0 involved in this 

ircidt:D1:i were in fact VC agents or wh",ther they were provoked to redefect 

by the district chiefts refusal to permit them to enlist in the PY and his 

conspicuous distrust, of which a thirc Quy Chanh in the d:'strict h:J.d 

complained to the provincial Chieu Hoi se:::,vice and to USOE a few Weeks befo: 

t.he gre:1adc thrmving. In Binh Dm., on the other ha.l1d, thE' distric'::' chief 

is sufficiently ':,nthusiastic '1bout the Chiou Hoi program to 8e reluctant to 

t'~rn. ovc;r his returnces to the provinc Lal Chieu Hoi cente::' for training 

::; reluctance vJhich the stccte of the center ma.kes understandaole. 

HEDIA 
H61·lSp:J.pers: The fldnistry of Infornation increased to 14, 000$ a month 

the PJ'Tlount of support for the Kien Hoa newspaper, which is c'~rrently 
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appearing once a month in 18,000 copies. The reporting officer has agree,' 

to a VIS proposal to shift to publication tNice a month, with a prtss run 

of 13,000 copies. 

PSYOPS COMlHTTEES 

Thr86 meetings of the Kien Hoa provincial PsyOps corr~ttee were held 

during the month, to discuss organization of a private cOTIil~ittee to support 

the war effort, Chieu Hoi programs, and plans for observances of Christmas, 

as well as other business. 
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GIA DINH - CAPITAL MILITARY REGION 

GENERAL SITUATION 

Government stability and the absence of political ferment provided 

a healthy atmosphere in Gia Dinh Province this month. However, sustained 

VC terrorism and small unit actions or ambushes wiped out the fiction that 

Gia Dinh, the land around the capital, is fully llilder control. 

VC PROPAGANDA THflviliS 

The main direction of VC propaganda the past month has been toward 

pressuring, terrorizing, threatening or persuadil~ regional and popular 

forces and low level soldiers and government workers to defact from the G~~ 

This is done through VC letters leaflets, informal talks or overt terroris~ 

Two of the province1s best hpmlet information chiefs were assinated the 

last week 01' November. Othen.n.se, VC propaganda during the past TO nth tool 

few new turns. It continued to lash out at knerican imperialism, but 

refrained from any attacks on personalities in the Saigon government by n8 

A recent VC twist was the distribution of new leaflets in .2.;nglish desig:led 

separate the troops from the Secretary of Defense with phrases such as "it 

won't be l'lcNamara that goes home in a box." 

VIS ACTIVITIES 

The appointment of a new and capable VIS Chief has resulted in a 

noti.ceable upswing in informational activities in the province. 

At hamlet level, VIS faces difficulty in recruiting capable workers. 

They are; often the t"!,rget of VC propaganda or terrorism. 

The Second Anniversary of the November Revolution was the subject of 

considerable VIS effort throughout the Province in early November. 

VIS rural cadre morale, never especially high, took an upswi~ with the 
I 

nevTS thp..t salaries were increased from 1,500 ps. monthly to 2,500 ps. plus 

allowances of 500 ps for a wife and 450 ps for each child. Once the cadre" 

are given civil service status and protection, this is expected to be a fur. 

step in attracting better candidates to NOI. 

CHIEU HOI ACTIVITY 

Perhaps the most noticeable Chieu Hoi activity in the past month was 

a large rally organized Sunday Oct. 31 in a Go Vap District theatre 

Close to 2,000 persons packed the 
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hall for a morning long program, many of them brought by special bus 

from rural parts of the district. Chieu Hoi returnees arLj families with knowr. 

VC ties were specially invited. The program featured talks by three high 

ranking former VC. Surprisingly, their talks held the ac:dience more than 

anything else on the four-hour program, prompting the qUE-stion: tfny not 

organize a national Chieu Hoi speaking team for provincial tours? 

STATE OF HEDIA 

Since three quarters of the Q1R is Saigon city, the usual provincial 

VIS force is generally dwarfed in competition with the metropolitan press and 

radio. Ho~revcr, the Province Chief has approved a weekly province newspap~r 

for rural areas, with a press run of 20,000 copies each i3sue. ?osters have 

been printed on food distribution and some constructive aid proj~ct~. Leaflet 

are infrequently used because most of the province is a r 3tropoli tan area, ar 

the VIS Chief regard le:d1.ets as a peripheral form of corrLnunication, favoriIl! 

the use of meetings and face-to-face propaganda by cadreE. 

PSYOPS COtvIMITTEES 

Tne Province Chief has agreed to convoke a province _~syOps Committee, 

but this was delayed by a change in VIS chiefs last month Hopefully the 

committee will organize within thE. next t.wo weeks. 
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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION • 

In numerous provine .. civil administration seems improved. Procedures 
"to release funds, which were revised recently, have reduced time lags between 
requests and payments tn some provinces. 

Discussions of the Rural Construction Budget for FY 1966 seem more 
effective and appear to iDvoive more joint (GVN-US) decisions and discussions 
and less authoritative decisions than in preceding years~ 

In a number of pro'\?Dces, the Provincial Councils are workina satisfac­
torily, representing various groups' points of view to the Province Chief. 

In a number of provinces, training is aoina on to prepare replacement. 
tor persons drafted or otherwise lost to local government service. " 

Provinces continue to be sbort of trained personnel. havtna lost IIl&D7 
to the miUtary draft. Trainina of replacements i. ,oing on, but in some cases 
It i. inadequate. 

Accounting prodedure. still restrict and slow the uses of m~ney for 
rural cODSt~cUon," although new procedures for authoriSing releases or money 
reduce th1a. 

CADRE .. 

A slight upturn occurred during November in the proportion. of ProVin" 
clal Repl'e.entatives reporting cadre progress as "satisfactory". The picture 
remained" quite spoUy# however. ranging from very bright in 80me provinces 
(e.g_, Quang Nam, Phu Yen, Kien Hoa' to quite dismal in others (e. g •• Ple1ku. 
AD GiaDl'. 

Reasons for the differencea are understood to some degree but not as 
fully as we realize they must be. For instance, from Phong Dinh com. the 
obeenation that relationships between local officials and cadre are too distant, 
but the "reasons are not yet understood. ttMore effort will be made to determine 
the underlying causes for the apparent laXity in superns ion by district chiefs 
8.Dd. the low morale of team members". 

Other Prov Reps also recognise the key role of district cbiefs; for 
example, "the Mobile Action Cadre are as effective as the district chief in moat 
cu." (Tuyen Duc). "District chiefs have been requested to keep better 
aupervlaion over the cadre and utWse them to the maximum. If the "Ciistrict 
chief wUl accept these cadres as a part of his own organization. then we can 

"expect better results". (Tay Nlnh). , 
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• .. 2 - • CADRE (cont'd) 

. 
Seminars for district chiefs are among the several activities on the 

OW agenda for cadre imprOvement. Much of the agenda is still in the plan­
nin, phase but during November there were three ded.810n s of great poten-
tial wblch will affect cadre: . 

1) The anticipated aeneral statute on cadre personnel pollcy was 
lalRied (Decree '1900). It seta minimum standards of eligibility, pay, benefits 
and treatment for all cadre to be brought into the system by various minis­
tries through special decrees .. 

2) The decision to conaolidate the heterogeneous categories of r.ural 
construction cadre was made. It was announced iDfo .. mally by the Minister 
in the course of regional budget hearings on the Rural Construction Program.. 

3) It wu decided that the MiDistry's Rural Operations Directorat., 
whicb includes responsibility for cadre. will be haded by one of lbe more 
dyDamic and experienced ProviDee Chiefs. As the month ended. hia arrival 
..... awalted with eagerness by US advisors. 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVlNCIAL DEVELOPMEN'I" .. 

. ID the small number of provincea that have 1985 provincial deyelopment 
pi'Ojecl* progress was lenerally sat1afactory dUring tNovember. A aewa,e 
.1atem was completed in Lc:tn, AD and two more are under construction; con­
tract. were let for six dOcks; and construction should begin in December • 

. AU of Lon, An's supplementu, provinCial develOpment funds have DOW been 
obUpted. ViDh Long completed a ferry boat and Is constructing a bridp 
and muDicipa1 markets. NiDh Thuan completed a land-clearing project (this 
wW be a 8eparate item in the 1986 Rural Construction Budget). Chuong 
Thien baa a dock and a market under construction. Vung Tau Is building 
two markets and fundS are oblipted for another market and a bridge. Two 
brldpa are under construction in Sa Xuyen; soaring prices have caused the 
pro¥tnce to request an addiUonal $Viuoo.ooO for three more bridge prOject. 
that had been approved earlier b7 Central. 

Onq Qia DiDh and Quang Due repo It serious problema in their supplemen­
tal"1 provincial developmem proarama. Qla Dinh was informed by Central 
that fUDela tor the program have been suspended temporarily due to dupilcation 
with regular ministry programs. (This has been the basic attitude of the 
OVN toward supplflmentary provincial development since the item was removed 
trom the provincial Rural Construction Program at the beginning of 1985. 
TIWI attitude is sUU maaifest under the new Minister of Rural Coast ruction , 
(OeDerat Thang). QuaD, Duc baa been obligated ·to retrench on provincial 
. deftlopment because ot .erious deterioration in the aecuri:ty of the proViDe •• 

• • . • . I 
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TRANSPORTATION SUPPORT -

This program continued to move well in November. Thirty four 
PrOvincial Representatives report~ general satisfaction with the program; 
only nine were dissatisfled-. Kontum welcomed new trucks, and Thua Thien 
a new plastic assault boat. Chuong Thien is now receiving supplies by air from 
Sailon. The VC destroyed trucks in Quang Due and Quang Nam during the 
reporting period. Gia DiDh baa been having difficulty retaining drivers due 
to low: salaries (the province was authorized .to increase the salaries of drivers 
from 2000VN, to SOOOVN$ per month in its 1966 budget approved lallt week). 
Ba Xuyen is still waiting for four Chevrolet tru~ks which were allocated a year 
&&0; the missing motor mounts for these vehicles finally arrived in Saigon this 
month, 80 the vehicles should be assembled and delivered to the province 

.,ehortly. The POL shortage continues in Phu Bon. Tires are becoming a eerious 
.t'roblem in several provinces (Ba Xuyen, Klen Phong, Hau Nghia, QuaJi, TrU. 
SiDce most of the trucks were new at the beginning of 196~, GVN did oOt wal. 
for tire replacement during the year and requir.,d the provinces to secure 
SailQD approval before purchaaing tires. Such approval has caused trucks to be 
laid up for varying periods. Surprisingly little re action was reported to the 
recent decision by Central to require RegioDJ:m and IV provinces to get advance 
approval from Saigon before sending trucks here to pick up commod1ties. Only 
Pbong Dinh commented on the decl"slon, and it indicated understanding and 

I 
even grudemg approval. 

CHIEU 801-

Many provinces report prolress in the improvement and/or construction 
of provincial Chieu Hoi centers. Two new buUdings were started at the center 
in Sa Xuyen; a dormitory .,.gun November 10 at DiDh Tuong is 30,. complet.; 
tn. n.w center in lUen Tuong 18 almost completed and will open in Janua17. 1966; 
a Dew kitchen .. dining room "at the Blah Duong center Is 90" complete. bid8 were 
caJ.ied on November 20 for a new center in GiaD1nh; the sIte for a center in 
Lone KbaD.h bas been approved and clearing of land begun; land <;learlng has 
bepo on the site for a new ceoter in Phuoc Long; the Ninh Thuan center 1. 49~ 
complete. USOM provided fifty ba,. of cement for additional construction at 
the B1nh Dinh center .. A .11e baa been selected for a new center in Darlac" In 
Ple1ku the refp.,ees have been removed from the center and it is ~ beiDI U8ed 
ac11lll1.ely {or Quy Chanh. Slow proaress Is reported on reaovation of addt­
tiollal build1np for the center in Thua Thie~ 

A cinVllram brick making couree has been initiated in Dinh Tuong.. A 
dally tralDing 8chedule 18 now belq followed in Kien Phone center. Also two 
8ewinl machines have been loaned for training purpose8. Blen Hoa i"eporta 
improved poUtical triWd.ng 8e88iona. Vocational training on a small 8Cal. has 
been initiated at the Blnh Tu,. center. 
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-4- • CHIEU HOI (cont'd) 

Many provinces repo~ a step-up in propaganda activities. The armed 
propaganda platoons were reported to be very effective. The majority of 
reports indicate that the personal approach to VC families seems to get the beat 
results, although one province (Kien Hoa), reports that loudspeaker broadcasts 
from low flying aircraft are the most effective. 

This month's number of returnees (1,482) was the highest for any report­
Ing period. MoSt reports indicate that this is directly a~butable to favorable 
military operations in their areas. 

A shortage of typewriters continue to exist throughout the country. 
Shortag~of office suppUes also exist in a few provinces. 

Although progress is being made in improving existing centers anti 
building new ones in other provinces, lack of adequate space and training faci­
lities continues to exist in many areas. This is particularly true for those 
provinces, such as Binh Dinh, which are receiving 'a large influx of returnees 
in a short period of time. 

A shortage of cadre continues in many provinces, primarily at the 
district level and resulting from low salaries and slowness in administrative 
processing of new applicants. 

Overall, Province Representative reports for the month of November 
reneet continued progress in the Chieu Hoi area. This is particularly true 
in the improvement and cOll8truction of provinCial centers. Specific problem 
areas will be taken up with Vietnamese Chieu Hoi officials in Saigon with 
reports of results furnished Prov Reps where appropriate. 

PROVINCIAL SELF-HELP -

The trend indicating improvement in the seU"help program, as reported 
by Provincial Representatives in October, continued into November. Twenty­
seven Provincial ReJr esentatives reported satisfactory progress in self-help 
during the month. A total of 224 projects were completed .. including 48 bridges, 
4'1 classrooms. 28 wells. 12 roads, ., markets, and., information stations. 
Construction has started on 40 recently-approved self-help projects 1n Quang 
Tin (which has had no program until now); Phu Bon has completed nine project., 
the first since the national self-help program was started in 1962. Hau Nghia 
judged the progress of its program If satisfactory" for the first time. with 6 
projects completed during the month. Funding difficulties were overcome in 
Long Khanh and Bien Hoa, and Long An reported very satisfactory progress in 
November. In Region IV, Kien Phong has already exhausted its self-help funds 
for the year and Ba Xuyen expects to reach its authorized project total by the 
end of the year. Chau Doc approved an additional 103 projects in November, 
mostly out of the savings from the original 1965 self-help program funds • 
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• . ·e - 5 - • SELF .. HELP (conti d) 

Provinces in Region I report flood conditions slowed their self-help 
programs ,in November; Thua Thien noted flood damage to self-help road and 
bridge projects. Cement shortages were reported. particularly from Region n 
(Ninh Thuan. Tuyen Duc, Binh Dinh), Basic misunderstanding of the program 
1s evident in some reports. Pleiku has "planned" that seven meeting! informa­
tion halls be built in the hamlets comprising Pleiku City under the 1965 self­
help program (apparently ignoring the desires of the hamlet resident.s). The 
Vung Tau public works service chief seems to regard self-help pr:>jects as part 
of the regular program of his service (again ignoring the wishes of local 
residents). The Minister of Rural Construction. General Thang, apparently 
intends not to allow self-help projects in areas that are already pacified next 
year. Using this criterion, he approved only 150 projects in 1966 for Gia Dinh, 
whic h had 282 this year.. U the policy is actually applied nationwide. it will 
be a serious blow to the self-help. program.' 

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAl\I! -

Summer Youth Program aotivities have come to a complete halt in the 
provinces owing to the program's termination. USOM! Vinh Long reports, 
however, that province Summer Youth Program leaders presented to the 
Provincial Representative a SS"page yearbook of the summer's activities. He 
notes "local intellectuals report the literary quality is surprisin~ly higll. the 
sentiments obviously sincere, and that in addition to preserving the solid 
accomplishments and comradeShip of this year's activities. it should be a 
terrific piece of recruiting literature for next year". 

Certain provinces.. such as Tuyen Duc, Dinh Tuong" Ninh Thuan. Chau 
Doc and Kien Tuong, report on either local youth groups or the National Volun­
tary Services teams being engaged in constructive social welfare type activities. 
Seven other provinces report on sports activities attempts to construct playing 
grounds and promote local games which are being initiated. 

Headquarters Overview 

Although there i,s no formal program, youth activities are still taking 
place in Saigon and the provinces. It is a hopeful sign. Moreover.. largely 
owing to the Summer Youth Program. Provincial Representatives are more 
tuned into the youth sector and many are taking an active interest in promoting 
local level activitiES, whether building a volley-ball court or helping out in a 
refugee camp. 

SQClAL WELFARE -

Increased efforts to relocate or resettle refugees during Ule month 
showed considerable success in many provinces. Although statistical summaries 
for" the month have not been prepared, it appears that the number of refugee 
families being granted their relocation allowances (between 2. OOO$VN and 
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refugee camp. 

SQCIAL WELFARE -

Increased efforts to relocate or resettle refugees during the month 
showed considerable success in many provinces. Although statistical summaries 
fOI- the month have not been prepared. it appears that the number of refugee 
families being granted their relocation allowances (between 2, OOO$VN and 
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3. 5DO$VN) from the Ministry of Ru ral Construction, and being resettled. is 
increasing considerably. Coordination between various elements involved in 
the resettlement process (Social Welfare$ Rural ConstructionlO Public Works" 
certain military elements such as Psy War" etc.) has been steadily improving~ 
Refugee figures being reported by the Ministry of Social Welfare, however .. 
differ considerably from those reported by our Provincial Representatives in 
many cases, and do not yet reflect the 'in~reased resettleroe,nt trend apparent 
from the Prov Rep reports. Provinces in which relocation is proceeding well 
include Quang Nam l1 Long Khanh.. Phuoc Long. Binh Duong. Gia DiM, Bien 
Hoa.. Phuoc Tuy I> Go Congl/ Long ApI' Kien Tuong. . Kien Phong, Dinh Tuong. 
lUen Haag Kien Giangs Phong Dinh. and Binh Dinh. 

The problem of misdirected or erroneous bombardments by friendly 
forces continues to rear its head from time to time. The adverse effect on 
the morale of refugees and other GVN-supporters or sympathizers is probably 
greater than the physical damage involved, (e. g., Binh Dinh and Quang Tri). 

As a result of an apparent increase in VC activity in Region IVI> a 
considerable number of new refugees were reported in the Delta provinces 
during the month" It remains to be seen whether this is a continuing trend. 
but if it is" it may require a redirection of attention and emphasis of USOM 
activities and operations concerning the refugees. 

Some provinces still report inefficiencies and delays in the processing 
of refugee documentation and the payment of refugee subsistence anti relocation 
allowances (e. g. I> Tay Ninh and Kontum). Quang Tri notes that one-fourth of 
the refugees have received no payments of the seven-piaster subsistence 
allowance, The Prov Rep in Hau-Nghia decries the lack of long-term planiling 
fo r refugees ll although throughout the areas of high refugee concentration it 
might be observed that immedls,',e needs and requirements of the refugees demand 
all possible attention at the present time. 

There is a continuing need for ever greater assistance to other poor and 
destitute people. besides refugees, including orphans, blind, old people .. et(;.. 
Assistance is made more difficult in some areas by the lack of access to refugees 
in remote districts cut off from ground communications by the ve. Allocations 
of the limited assistance available to other needy groups and institutions must 
be made onthe basis of some sort of priority system. There is always the 
problem in Saigon of knowing which requests fOL' assistance from what institu­
tions a::e most needed and will do the most good if fulfilled. 

The refugee problem continues to occupy the bulk of the time" energy; 
and resources of the Ministry of Social Welfare. Important in recent weeks 
have been the Ministry' s efforts to exp edite. with financial assistance from 
USOM. the construction of a substantially increased number of temporary 
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the resettlement process (Social Welfare" Rural Construction. Public Wolks" 
certain military elements such as Psy Wars> etc.) has been steadily improving .. 
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fo r refugees, although throughout the areas of high refugee concentration it 
might be observed that immedia-,e needs and requirements of the refugees demand 
all possible attention at the present time. 
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problem in Saigon of knowing which requests foJ." assistance from what institu~ 
tions al'e most needed and will do the most good if fulfilled. 
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have been the Ministryr s efforts to exp edite. with financial assistance from 
USOM. the construction of a substantially increased number of temporary-
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Headquarters Overview (cont'd) 

refugee shelters througho1,J.t the country. Coordination with the Ministry of 
Rural Construction seems to be improving, although,the lack of a central 
directorate for the handling of refugee8ffairs in all phases continues to be felt .. 
The Ministry of Social Welfare and the USoM Advisor have on more than one 
!Xcasion recommended the establishment of such a directorate, but consi .. 
derations of such recommendations within the GVN have as yet proved incon" 
clusive. The lack of coordination which such a directorate would proVide is 
also felt in the field, when refugees ready for relocation have in various ins':" 
tances gone several weeks or even months after the termination of theiT· 
allowance from the Ministry of Social Welfare before receiving their MRC 
resettlement allowance of 3. 500$VN -maximum. 

Assistance to victims of erroneous bombardments by friendly forces 
hasl> with occasional exceptions (e. g., Thua Thien) been rendered reasonably 
pr .>mptly by the Ministry· of Social Welfare. Inefficiencies in processing and 
handling refugees will doubtless never be eliminated completely. but the 
Minister of Social Welfare and other officers of the Ministry are making frequent 
trips to the provinces to iIIlprove field operationS to the greatest extent possible. 
Long term. planning for refugees is receiving more attention, and while not 
yet agreed completely upon certain objectives and techniques for the long-term, 
officials of USON; and the Ministry haye been in close consultation on thi~ subject. 

Realizing the need for developing priority needs for the most effective 
use of Ministry of Social Welfare resources, the Minister has been recommending 
the establishment of Provincial Social Welfare Committees conSisting of leading 
citizens knowledgeable of local problems and needs. Such committees would 
make their recommendations to the Province- Chief through the Social Welfare 
team leader, and would assist in the development and stimulation of local wel­
fare organizations.- The committees have already been established in some 
provinces, (e. g., Quang Tri, Tuyen Duc). 

Emergency needs for refugees in isolated areas (e. g. # Kien Hoa) have 
upon occasion been supplied by air drop of relief supplies. Such a procedure 
bas its shortcomings and obviously cannot 'be used on an extensive scale, but 
for immediate resp~nse and propaganda value it can be very effective. 

POPULAR FORCE, Hau Bi Quan and Civic Action -

Popular Force. Of the thirty .. nine provinces reporting. seventeen indicated 
'that progress in dependent housing and training centers continues. . Most pro­
gress reported was on a modest scale with the exception of Tay Ninh.. where 
eight housing units, a canteen, dispensary and barbershop were completed. 
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Home Guard. Nine provinces rePorted progress in the formation of 
the Home ,Guard. However, most reports indica~e that the program is just 
starting and that current efforts are being directed toward recruiting and 
organization. Few provinces were able to provide statistics on numbers in­
volved. Kontum and Pleiku indicated that Home Guard personnel at those 
locations continue to be active. Pleiku plans to incorporate their Home Guard 
personnel into the 1966 pacification program. with the specific mission of 
reorganizing the New Life Hamlets surrounding Pleiku ~ity. 

Civic Action. Seventeen provinces reported progress in the civi~ 
action area. Significant achievements resulted 1n Blnh Duong. Bien Hoa, Pleiku, 
Phu Bon" and Ninll Thuai1~ .' 

Binh 'Du~ng .. 1st DIVARTY adopted Phu Hoa village and are holdipg 
daily sick call there. The Korean Engineer Task Force medics are making 
regular visits to the Lai Thieu District infirmary and maternity dispensary. 

Bien Hoa .. 173rd Airborne und~rtook the construction of a classroom 
and'the 2nd Bde, 1st Division is building two. The 113rd Airborne had as 
many as fU'ty villagers working with them. 

. Pleiku - 52nd Aviation Battalion has assisted in raising approximately 
250, O(lO$V""N 101' construction of an orpha.n.age. The 20th Engr Group (ARVN) 
assisted by grading/levelling grounds for the public high schooi. 

. Phu Bon .. MACV Team 31 completed construction of playground 
equipment. 

Ni'nh Thuan - Seabee tealn completed the levelling of the campus for 
the Montagnard training school and constructed a bridge. school" and market 
place. Popular Force units are working on two projects and Regional Force 
mediCS are participating in medical services to villagers. 

The most pressing, problem continues to be a shortage of commodities. 
This. of course, can be attributed to the logistical situation and little can be 
done at this time. Most Provincial Representatives continue to feel that once 
this barrier is eliminated their programs will progress at a significantly in­
creased rate. Kien Phong and Phu Bon report inadequate response to requests 
for indemnification under the MILCAP program. Almost without exception. the 
Prov Reps desire increased USOM suppOrt to PF dependent housing and con­
tinuation of the Sub-Sector Advisory Fund! 

In spite of limited resources and logistical difficulties. the status of 
dependent housing and training centers improves and is encouraging. Definitive 
guidance to the field in these areas" as well as continuation of the Sub-Sector . 
FUnd, is contingent upon program approval for 1966.' The problems encountered 
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Headquarters Overvj~w ~cont'd) 

with MILCAP funds in Kien Phong and Phu Bon provinces will be discussed 
with MACV Civic Action advisors in an eHort to determint" specifie diffiCul ties 
and initiate remedial action, 

Monthly reports indicated an increased awar'enpss of ';he value of civic 
action on the part of liS units" This has resulted in incrp.aseJ pc.rticipaUon and 
it is hoped that this trend will continue, 

~MLET SCHOOLS (Hoe Tile Area) 

"Satisfactory progress1t is the only rating given to the Hamlet School 
Program from the oifiC'jals of Hop Tac provin(:~e8 and tilEr Spedal Zone in the 
iiovember monthly reports. 

It appears that as a total arp.a, construction on til .... progr3m will be about 
70% complete at the end of FY 1965,1 whcih thf:"Oretically would iru:lkate that the 
program is not satisfactory but rather that it is behind schf'd:Jle. Considering 
the fact that the provinces were not authoI'i:.~cd to begin implementation until 
May 1 and the subsequent inflation of the economy~ a " satisfactory progress" 
rating should be changed to that of "outstanding progress", 

The education advisor has suggestE>d to a few reps that their respective 
education chiefs should be urged to review their FY 1965 han.11et school budgets 
closf.!ly and obligate any unobligated funds before the e-nd of the fis~al year. 
According to thp agreement,9 up to 200/0 of hamlet school funds can be transferred 
from one line item to another, For example. if a prOvine" has VN$500 remaining 
from the line item "allowances for teac.hing staff at training eentf.'r" p this 
amount can now be spf>nt for line item "basiC" pupil supplies H if the Provincial 
Committee so desires 

In general. tp.x.tbook distribution to provincial capitals is :;x{"f'llent" 
however~ a few Hop Tac provinces are having SOI.ne dHficulty with provincial 
dist ributi on. 

One pro\'ince ! Gia Dinh) suggested a rais~ fO~A fISTs. 'vV!·; wil.l hear lnore 
and more of this until the economy stabi1i2lE's, The educatio!"l ad,;isor sug~ests 
that 1-' ')'Jincial representatives consider issuing AlK ~ PL~48l) ('(i11lmodities 
to teachers if they threaten to quit because of salary rea.sons. It will r'~quire 
GV-:S considerable time to effect a salary increase" 

HAMLET SCHOOLS (Region 1), 

a, 96%9 of the teachers allocated for training in 1965, ha·. e been tl'ained~ 
Quang Tin and Quang ~am. construction of classroom progi'E'ssi satisfac1orHy. 

• 
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HAMLET SCHOOLS (Region I) cont'd 

b. Classroom construction -

• 
Q1J..ang Tri: - Finance officer not releasing funds for classroom construction, 
Thua Thien and Quang Ngai classl'OOm construction progressing but completion 
depends on shipment of cement and roofing. 
DMang city:- Contractors are not interel3ted in 50. OOO$VN per classroom since 
they can get more lucrative Uo S. military 0:> ntracts. 

c. Action to overcome shortcomings -
1) It is expected that the Quant; Tri Finance will release funds in December. 
2) Logistics in Danang 1s making every etfort to furnish cement and 

roofing to provinces. Over crowde.l harbor and security hamper shipment in 
I Corps. 

3) Danang city's problems in ch..ssroom construction is being sorted -out. 
Arrangements have been made for la.:-ger expenditure in classroom construction. 
Contracts are l;leing signed' for const.:"Ucting 35 classrooms. 

" 
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GJ eONG (29) 

Progress in support of GVN by the populace still continues slowly# 
but steady., Increased refugees and Quy Chanh SUppOTt this trend. The 
newly appointed F:covince Chief is contributing greatly to the programs 
which benefit the people. Now ,,-hat he is no longer sadc~led with regimental 
rl.u.ties# in addition to ~:is responsibilities as Province Chief, he expects to 
place 5reater emp~1asis on civilian programs. There is still no cnange in 
effective actions /....y the present incumbents of the Provincial Citizens Council. 
Province administrators are continuing their effective contributions to muni­
cipal government in Go Congo This more than compensates for the total 
ineffectiveness of tl1e Citizens Council. There is still much to !Je done in Go­
Cong# 'DUt all concerned feel strongly that as a pr:::>vince we are on the right 
pat.h and the gener:.! trend should improve with time. 

VC activity showed a moderate increase over the past month. 20n­
firmed reports indicate that this trend will continue with VC emphasis being 
placed on hamlet harassment, road and communications interdiction, and 
increased activity against the air strip. As previously reporteci, the Province 
Chief has made security within the province his top priority missbn. l\[uch 
ilas been accom.plish8d in a very short period to improve the security in Go­
Congo 

Pri:::es, in general, continue to spird upward. It is ~elieved ti~at tr.is 
is :representative of !'Lost of the Delta ana Saigon. Inability to make maximum 
use of ele road networks in and out of province to the markets is the main 
,::ause for most of the c.::mtinued price increases. An attempt to pr,:::>vide some 
?rotection for siu:.:nTcent of goods by waterway has been undertaken, but cannot 
;Je evaluated at this time. The Cho Gao ferry site at present i£: like something 
out of a Dante novel. 

TtJ.s 2..rGa remdns stron.; [!.nd continues to improve each month. The 
psycholog'icQ.1 attitude of tile people is good 2nd the attitude of the provincial 
administTQ.tors c:mtinue to irl!;::n')ve. T~1e Province ~.iuef continue£: his 
pe:::>ple-to-people P Y'::>:;ra D.":. in the country side 8.n~ it is felt that t~J.e presence 
of US01l./I!lVLi\CV personnel in tl1e ':!ountrycide alon5 Witil GVN repreeentatives 
contrbutas .;IreD-tly to tilt: GUCCt::8C :::>f the overall program and general situa­
tion. The jOint USO]\!)IVIACvl JUSPAG lJi'ogram of English lan5Uage instruc­
tion is over-su:)s~TE:.:.ed c:nd enthusiQ.stic2.lly received by th;2 participants. It 
is felt that in tIla 2.r8c_ of 80~iQ.l/psychological trends we show the greatest 
continued improvement. 

• • .. 

November 3 , :. 9 35 

G:J CONG (29) 

Progress in support of GVl\! by the populace still continues slowly, 
but steady., Increased refugees and Quy Chanh suppod this trend. The 
newly appointed Province Chief is contributing greatly to the programs 
which benefit the people. Now ~'hat he is no longer sadL~led with regimental 
cl,lties, in addition to ~:is responsibilities as Province Chief, he expects to 
place greater empnasis on civilian programs. There is still no cnange in 
effective actions f...IY tlle present incumbents of the Provincial Citizens Council. 
Province administrators are continuing their effective contributions to muni­
cipal government in Go Congo This more than compensates for the total 
ineffectiveness of tlle Citizens Council. There is still much to be done in 00-
Cong, 'out all concerned feel strongly that as a pr:::>vince we are on the right 
path and the gener.:.! trend should improve with time. 

VC activity showed a moderate increase over the past month. 80n­
firmed reports indicate that this trend will continue with VC emphasis being 
placed on hamlet harassment, road and communications interdiction, and 
increased activity against the air strip. As previously reported, the Province 
Chief has made security within the province his top priority rr..issbn. :Wucil 
ilas been accomplish~d in a very short period to improve the security in Go­
Congo 

Prices, in gener2.l, continue to spir2.l upward. It is ::;elieved. ti~at t.e.is 
is Y'epresentative of !'Lost of the Delta anD. S2.igon. Inability to make maximum 
use of ele road networks in and :::>ut of provin·::e to the markets is the main 
cause for most of the conUnued price increases. An 2.ttempt to pr,:::>vide some 
?Totection for s1.1:i::)Ir~ent of goods by waterway h2.s been undertaken, but cannot 
je evaluated at this time. The eho Gao ferry site at present is like something 
out of a Dante novel. 

Tl-.is p.Tea remains stron] ::::.nd continues tQ improve each month. The 
psycholo;;icnl p..ttitude of tile people is good and the attitude of the provincial 
administrators c.:mtinuc to in:.pr')ve. TlH': Province ::::llief continues his 
pe:::>ple -to-people in tile country side an~ it is felt that t~-:.e presence 
0f USOl\lI!l\fIPl,CV 'personnel in tne C!ountrycide along with GVN repre8entatives 
contri:JutcE greatly to tik [lUCCtEC :::>f the overall pro gran: and ~eneral situa­
tion. The joint USC)lVJlVIA CV / JUSPAO !Ji'ogram of English lan~age instruc­
tion is over-su~)s;:: ~nd enthusiasticdly receiveC: by thl2 participants. It 
is felt that in tI18 nrce. of socbl/psychological trends we show the greatest 
continued improvem<:;nt. 

..... : 
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GO CONG (cont'd) 

Progress is still vfo::ry slow. A general feeling, ~t times, that 
Central "could care less" prevails; otherwise they could not adopt the atti-
tude or requirements we come in c.Jntact with on a province level. As 
previously suggested, tnere must bE: greater flexibility in the thinking at 
Central level in order that province can take immediate and necessary 
action when conditions warrant. Unconfirmed reports received in province 
indicate that the Province Budget for 1903 has been ri';!duced some 3,:')0, :):)O$VN 
from the 1965 figur0. If this is true, it will handicap the overall pacifica-
tion plan for the coming year end surely reflect in reduced morale and pro­
grem effectivenecs of province officials. 

.. 
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GO CONG (cont'd) 

Progress is still very slow. A genero.l feeling, ~t times, that 
Central "could care less" prevails; otherwise they could not adopt the atti-
tude or requirements we come in c.Jntact with on a province level. As 
previously sugzested, tnere must bE; greater flexibility in tl1e thinking at 
Central level in order that province can take immediate and necessary 
action when conditions warrant. Unconfirmed reports received in province 
indicate that tile Province Budget for 1905 has been reduced some 3,:-)0, :J:.lO$VN 
from the 1955 figur0. If this is true, it will handicap the overall pacifica-
tion plan for the coming year and surely reflect in reduced morale and pro­
gram effectiveness of province officials. 

- -
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November 3), 1985 

KIEN TUC>NG (31) 

Major Tan, Province Cbief sincE! C)ct:)oer 15, continues to show 
improvement, making frcqu.::nt trips throug.rout the province. Many service 
chiefs and the USOIV: Eeprcscntative are invited on these trips, and projects 
have b.2en examined and approved on tne spot. He ~las been most receptive 
to advise on how to expedite the use of the remaining 19S5 budget funds and 
has implemented tile same, 

It is hoped that the proposal to use the Provincial C:)uncil for a.1)elf­
Help Committee will be implemented in 2.966. Life finally seems to be coming 
to t~1is too long aorm2.nt IJOQy. 

Security is at,::mt t~H;; sam~ as Inst montil. GVN-initiated actions are 
on th~ increase due t~ success of the Tuyen Nhon USSF camp and the aggresive­
ness of the new Fr:)vinc..; Chief. Tilere :12.8 been some deterioration in road 
security (mining, etc.). ?'Jor security on the Dinh Tu:)ng portion of Mute 
No. 29 continues to han."lper the flow of lJupplies. A recent example was the 
holding up of US ON..' trucks for sixteen days in DiIL.~ Tuong because to Division's 
failure to clear tbat section of road. 

Construction of the prop-:)sed camp at KiIh'l Quan II on the precarious 
La Grange still has not begun and hopes are waning; it appears that no equip­
ment will be suppli.:;ci. R.ecent operations in province have yielded a good 
numeer of small arms factories, VC supply oases, etc. Information on loca­
tions of these bases is oecoming more readily available with increased VC 
defections. 

Non-availability of basic cvnstruction materials continues to hamper 
all construction. Unless c()ntral c'ontrol ,~f 1110se c:)mmodities is exercised 
quickly, complete stagnation in tnis vital industry will result. 

l'~ie attituCie vf tn,,J pe:)ple toward tj,-~0 GVN is Jenc:r ally fav~rable. 
Intelligence is mJre readily aveilabh::. :-lowever. botll military and civilian 
successes have n'Ot been expbite:l t~ Lle GVN's f2.v:)r. 

In ';)rder t'J utilize 1985 budget funds as ~uch as possib1:e, a proposal 
to send a lumoer-purcho..sing c'Jmmittce t'J Saig:)n n2.S been accepted by the 
Province Chid. Tllis pr)p'Js:::..l w:'.i: _I:.£C.J. ::m t: .. \:.. L.oC(:H{\: Sci '::>nL.: ~(:ttv~ 
easing price restrictions. The comw.ittee will g~ to Sdgon ::;n December 3 • 

. . . . . I 
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N:>vcmber 3J, 1965 

KIEN TUC>NG (31) 

Major Tan, Pr-:>vincc Chief since ()ctoi:>er J.5, continues to show 
improvement, making frcqu(;nt trips tl1rougrlOut the province. Many service 
clliefs and the USON Eepresentative arc invited on these trips, and projects 
have been examined and approved .on tne spot. :-:re ~las been most receptive 
to advise on how to c;xpedite the use of the remaining 1985 budget funds and 
has implemented tll€ same, 

It is hoped that the proposal to use the Provincial C::>uncil for a.13elf­
Help Committee will be implemented in 1966. Life finelly seems to oe coming 
to t~'1is too long aorm2..nt DO<iy. 

Security is nt::mt t~H~ sam<.: as kst montI1. GVN-initiated actions are 
on th~ increase due t.) success of the Tuyen Nhon USSF camp and the aggresive­
ness of the new Fr::)Vinc~ Chief. Tnere l12.S been some deterioration in road 
security (mining, etc.). PC>Dr security .on the Dinh Tuong portion of Mute 
No. 29 continues to han.'lper the flow of Dupplies. A recent example was the 
holding up of USOlV: trucks for sixteen days in Dinh Tuong because to Division's 
failure to clear t!1at s.:;ction of road. 

Construction of the :r,>roposed camp at KiIll"l Quan II on the precarious 
La Grange still has not begun and hopes are waning; it appears that no equip­
ment will be supplh,ci. Recent operations in province have yielded a good 
number of small arms factories, VC supply oases, etc. Information on loca­
tions of these bases is iJecoming more readily available with increased VC 
defections. 

Non-availability of basic construction materials continues to hamper 
all constructi:::>n. Unless central control ,of tllose commodities is exercised 
quickly, complete stagnation in tnis vital industry will result. 

:r~lc attitudz of tii;.?! people toward L.0 GVN is Jener ally favorable. 
Intelligence is mJre readily avail2.ble. :-IDwever. botil military and civilian 
successes have not been exploited to Lle GVN' s favor. 

In .:>rder to utilize 1965 budget funds as IT..uch as possibl:e, a proposal 
to send a lumiJer-purchasing comrnittee to Saigon h2.s been accepted by the 
Province Chid. Tilis propc>s:::.l Wf'.C _::.8(;;.). onL,\;' r\Oc~ll't 821 ':>ni:i:;:~ti'v(:: 
eaSing price restrictions. The comw..ittee will gJ to Se..igon ~n December 3 • 

. . . . . I 
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Scarcity of basic c.)nstruction mmerials as mentioned many times 

before continues t::> hamper all progress. Again centralized control must 
be exercised in tais vital field. 

Complete lack of appropriate ci1annels, both GVN and US, for the 
requisition of heavy equipment for projects funded under the Pacification 
Budget makes implementation of the road section of the Public Work's 
portion::>f the budget impossible. This province has no National Ministry 
programs under c,:mstruction. Since heaV"j equipment can only be requested 
for National lViinistry projects and all Public VJork's (lctivities are under 
the Pacification Program, we are n::>t then allowed t::> even request equipment 
f.:Jr our projects, no leSS actually receive some. 

,As::>f N::>vember 25, ov~r 5:·% :Jf tot21 1935 Budget has been spent. 
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Scarcity of basic c.)nstruction mmerials as mentioned many times 

before continues t::> hamper all progress. Again centralized control must 
be exercised in tais vital field. 

Complete lack of appropriate ci1annels, both GVN and US, for the 
requisition of heavy equipment for projects funded under the Pacification 
Budget makes implementation of the road section of the Public VI/ork's 
portion::>f the budget impossible. This province has no National Ministry 
programs under c,:mstruction. Since heaV"j equipment can only be requested 
for National lViinistry projects and all Public VJork's (lctivities are under 
the Pacification Program, we are n::>t then allowed t::> even request equipment 
f.:Jr our projects, no leSS actually receive some. 

,As::>f N::>vember 25, ov~r 5:·% :Jf tot21 1935 Budget has been spent. 
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Novemoer 3,), 1965 

KIEN FdONG (32) 

There C.re no or-ganized political parties in Kien Phon] Province. 
fi.eligious groups, Buddhist (2:3%), Hoa 3:ao (26%), Cao Dai (11 %), Catholic(S%), 
Protestant (1%) and ancestor worship _ (3S%) work in harmony, with only 
occasional disputes oVer title to land. Although they are not in the majority, 
the Eoa Hao influence is the most powerful, and three of the five District 
Chiefs in addition to the Province Chief, represent this religious sect. 

During the reporting period, there were no large-scale VC attacks 
within the province, although the rate of VC activity remained at a high level. 
The most significant VC attack occurred on November 22 in Kien-.Van District 
when an estimated company of VC overran an eleven man Popular Force out­
post. GVN operations have increased in tempo and recent results have been 
e:qgouraging. The VC continue their haraSSing activities and have the capabi­
litY/ overrun small outposts of their choosing. 

Economically, the outlook is much brighter this year them last. The 
rice crop should exceed last year's crop by lS, JOO tons. The export of pigs 
is up from 1;), OJO in 1964 to 17, JOJ thus far in 1955. 

On November 25 the Economic Chief will attend a meeting in Saigon 
in an effort to freeze prices at the national level. Should Saigon be unsuccess­
ful in stopping the spiralling of prices, the end result m~ be a freeze on 
exports from Kien-Phong. 

All self-help money for this calendr:.r year has been exhausted. The 
Province C~1ief has requested CR.CC to transfer money from another item in 
fhe oudget to support the successful self-help program, but so fnr he has 
not received a reply. 

This month the pr(>vince exper,:J.enced an unexpected influx of refugees. 
Since the first of foe year, only 138 families had been relocated; thus far 
in November, the Provincial Committee has handled over 6JO claims. Indica­
tions are t~1at there will be a need for small sade refugees centers at district 
level. This recent increase in refugees is attributed to lecent GVN successes 
and an effort by the District Chief, inspired by the Province Chief, to get 
all refugees paid by the end of the year. Otherwise, province will lose this 
money. 

• ... I 

.. • 
Novemoer 3,), 1985 

KIEN paONG (32) 

There are no organized political parties in Kien Phon] Province. 
lieligious groups, Buddhist (2:3%), Boa 3:ao (28%), Cao Dai (11%), Catholic(5%), 
Protestant (1%) and ancestor worship (35%) work in harmony, with only 
occasional disputes over title to land. Although they are not in the majority, 
the Eoa Hao influence is the most powerful, and three of the five District 
Chiefs in addition to the Province Chief" represent this religious sect. 

During the reporting period, there were no large-scale VC attacks 
within the province, although the rate of VC activity remained at a high level. 
The most significant VC attack occurred on November 22 in Kien-Van District 
when an estimated company of VC overran an eleven men Popular Force out­
post. GVN operations have increased in tempo and recent results have been 
eqgouraging. The VC continue their haraSSing activities and have the capabi­
litY/0verrun small outposts of their choosing. 

Economically, the outlook is much brighter this year them last. The 
rice crop should exceed last year's crop by 15, JOO tons. The export of pigs 
is up from 10, OJO in 1964 to 17, ·;:W) thus far in 1965. 

On November 25 the Economic Chief will attend a meeting in Saigon 
in an effort to freeze prices at tne national level. Should Saigon be unsuccess­
ful in stopping the spiralling of prices, the end result may be a freeze on 
exports from Kien-Phong. 

All self-help money for this calendc.r year has been exhausted. The 
Province C~1ief has requested CR.CC to transfer money from another item in 
the budget to support the successful self-help program, but so f'1.r he has 
not received a reply. 

This month the province exper(j.enced an unexpected influx of refugees. 
Since the first of tne' year, only 138 families had been relocatedj thus far 
in November, the Provincial Committee has handled over adO claims. Indica­
tions are t~1at there will be a need for small sade refugees centers at district 
level. This recent increase in refugees is attributed to Ie cent GVN successes 
and an effort by the District Chief, inspired by the Province Chief, to get 
all refugees paid by the end of the year. Other .... se, province will lose this 
money. 

. ... I 
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KlEN PHON G (cont' d) 

Province has initiated planning for th e 19d6 buaget. The Province 
Representative notes that all of projects for next year appear to be -sound, 
except for the road 0uidling plan. For 1906, pr.Jvince has requested 6;; class­
rooms and 137 hamlet teachers under the education program, and 6J self­
help schools, Of tne 216 hamlets in the province, thel"e are 131 hamlets with 
schools, and 85 ~lamle~s without schools. By· year's end, tiJ of 9) self-help 
projects and 33 of 4'7 classrooms should be completed, The remainder should 
be comple'l.ed in the first quarter of 1936, 

TIle electlification J:rogram has stalled d'.le to contractor difficulties in 
Saigon. Mcaey for tIle building of three docks and a market place under 
Supplemental Provineial D:;":Telopment has oem initkted and should be com­
pleted by th;::: enL~ J; January" A bid for 8, 80:, )')GSVN was recently approved 
fo:;:' the constructiJn of 51 canals astride the Dong-Thm canal. This contract 
exhausts the 2.gricultu:cel hydr2.ulic prJgram for 1965. The fishery program 
showed some sig!1s of rer.ewed 2.ctivity, bowever, this program has no office 
or chief assigned to it. As 2. n interim n:eaS~lre, the Economic Chief has 
been assigned responsibility to coordinate the program. 
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KlEN PHON G (co nt' d) 

Province has initiated planning for the 19d3 bUdget. The Province 
.R.epresentative notes that all of projects for next year appear to be -sound, 
except for the road 0uidling plan. For 1900, pr:JVince has requested 6J class­
rooms and 137 hamlet teachers under the education program, and 6J self­
help schools, Of tne 216 hamlets in the prcvince, th.ere are 131 hamlets with 
schools; and 85 ;'lamle~s without schools. By year1s end. cO of 9) self-help 
projects and 33 of 4'7 classrooms should be completed. The remainder should 
be comple"l.ed in the iirst quarter of 1956. 

Tile electlific2..tion r:rogram has stalled d'.le to contractor difficulties in 
Saigon. MC,ley for ti.le building of three docks and a market place under 
Supplemental Provin.Ginl D ~velopm"ent 118.S neeD. initi&ted and should be com­
pleted by tho enLl .); January. A bid for 8, 80'::, JJG$VN was recently approved 
for the constructbn o~ 51 canals astride the Dong-Tien canal. This contract 
exhausts the agricultul'e/ hydr8.ulic pr)gram for 1985. The fishery program 
showed some sig!1s of re:r:ewed 8.ctivity, however, this progr8.ro ha.s no office 
or chief assigned to it. P-£ L'. n interim n:easure, the Economic Chief has 
been assigned responsibility to coordinate the program. 
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November 30, 1965 

DINH TUONG (33) 

During the past thirty days there appear to have been no political 
changes or deve lopments of undercurrents which affected the provincial govern­
ment er the people. The Deputy Province Chief for Administration" Mr. Le­
Van Hois continued to co ... lsolidate and strengthen his position through better 
coordination of his staff.. He hCiS made frequent trips to district headquarters 
where he talked with employees individually and encouraged them to do better 
work; an.a giv~ 01' their time to help the people in their areas. His talks 
appeared to he well received. The provincial staff continues to operate with 
only one deputy !l:,~o\T~nce chief.1 a!:chcugh it is understood the popular and 
energet:.c Capt. Dang )Igoc Lan, pres,:ntly the National Police Chief, will be 
assigned an Dep;.ty Gllef :or S€.:cnrity. Everyone believes this to be of consi­
derable sigi"ufic ?1lce and \"Iill strengthen the pro'l.rincial staff. 

During the reporting period there was a decided increase in the number 
of VC incidellts.; L e. ~ :::-oad blocks.. mining of vehicles and bridges" and the 
VC main force attack on Tan ru:~? air strip on November 18, which resulted 
in 33 KIA and 55 WIA. Alse five US Air Force planes were destroyed. ~t was. 
noted t:1at there were frfendly initiated actions; however, the end results were 
much better tha.n those of previous months. There was also a considerable 
increase in the number of weapons, ammunition and documents captured. 

There has been a great deal of interest expressed by the 7th Division 
Commander and the Province Chief in raising pork production and increasing 
fish hatcheries. While the general trend of consumer prices has been apward, 
there appears to be less concern than in the previous reporting periods. The 
rice harvest began in early November; sligl1tly less than normal production 
is now expected by the farmers. There have been scattered reports of some 
VC taxation of rice. The fcr:ner risk of plantjng a rice crop during the dry 
season should be lessened by the introduction of a high yield, disease-resist~ 
ing, hybrid str.ain of :-ice which is expected to produce a 1:)0/0 to 2: % increase 
in rice production. 

In Ben Tr81-b'l and Cai Lay districts, canals for irrigation should be 
completed within the next six months. The province has now acquired twenty­
two water pumps which will be used by farmers for irrigation during the dry 
season. 

. .•. I 
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November 30, 1965 

DINH TUONG (33) 

Du:dng the past thirty days there appear to have been no political 
changes or deve lopments of undercurrents which affected the provincial govern­
ment er the people. The Deputy Province Chief for Administration, Mr. Le­
Van Hoi. continued to co .. lsolidate and strengthen his position through better 
coordination of his staff. He ho.s made frequent trips to district headquarters 
where he talked with employees individually and encouraged them to do better 
work~ ana give oi their time to help the people in their areas. His talks 
appeared to be well received. The provincial staff continues to operate with 
only one deputy !l:~o\T~nce chief" al"i::hcugh it is understood the popular and 
energet~.c Capt.. Dang ~goc Lan, presl;r:.t1y t.he National Police Chief, will be 
assigned ai.~ Der-.;.ty Cllef :or S(;cnrity. Everyone believes this to be of consi­
derable signific"Ulce and will strengthen the provi.ncial staff. 

Duri.ng the reporting period there was a decided increase in the number 
of VC incidellts o L e. # :::-oad blocks.. mining of vehicles and bridges, and the 
VC main force attack on Tan mAp air strip on November 18, which resulted 
in 33 KIA 3.nd 55 WIA. Alsc five US Air l·'orce planes were destroyed. :a was. 
noted t:1at thera were frfendly initiated actions; however, the end results were 
much better tha.n those of previous months. There was also a considerable 
increase in thf) number of weapons, ammunition and documents captured. 

There has been a great deal of interest expressed by the 7th Division 
Commander and the Province Chief in raising pork production and increasing 
fish hatcheries. While the general trend of consumer prices has been apward, 
there appears to be less concern than in the previous reporting periods. The 
rice harvest began in early November; slig11tly less than normal production 
is now expected by the farmers. There have been scattered reports of some 
VC taxation of rice. The fcr~ner risk of planting a rice crop during the dry 
season should be lessened by the introduction of a high yield, disease-resist~ 
ing, hybrid str.ain of :-ice which is expected to produce a 1:)% to 2·:: % increase 
in rice production. 

In Ben Tranh and Gai Lay districts: canals for irrigation should be 
completed within the next six months. The province has now acquired twenty­
two water pumps which will be used by farmers for irrigation during the dry 
season. 
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DINH TUONG (33) (cont'd) 

There is a growing evidence, with increased VC activitYI the people 
are becoming more and more anti-VC and have indicated a willingness to 
cooperate more fully with hamlet survey cadres in furnishing information. 
However I there is no indication at this time that there is a corresponding 
trend by the people to turn to the government. One of the reasons given is 
that the GVN is still incapable of providing security_ 

On balance, rural constructwr..:. is not progressing satisfactorily in 
this province. It.E.asons given include inadequate planning and supervised 
execution of programs; also available funds are oiJligated but released too 
slowly. 

DINH TUONG (33) (cont'd) 

There is a growing evidence, with increased VC activitYI the people 
are becoming more and more anti-VC and have indicated a willingness to 
cooperate more fully with hamlet survey cadres in furnishing information. 
However, there is no indication at this time that there is a corresponding 
trend by the people to turn to the government. One of the reasons given is 
that the GVN is still incapable of providing security. 

On balallCe, rural construc(;b.r.:, is not progressing satisfactorily in 
this province. ft€.asons given include inadequate planning and supervised 
execution of programs; also available funds are obligated but released too 
slowly. 
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November 3J .. 1965 

KlEN HOA (34) 

The VC c::mtinu0 t J intensify tacir populati:m contr·:>l efforts and 
attempts to isolate outlyinJ district t.:)wns. Two bridges were blown up on 
the lV_,:> Cay road .. one P-lst lost, v.nd the r'Jad itself is being systematically 
destroyed. Tw.J watchtowers in Binh Dai were bst and increased inter­
diction of waterways and roads is n-lted. Pr'.Jvincial forces lack aggressi le­
ness and initiative in seeking 'Jut and destroying the VC. 

Tae 41st Ranger Battalbn was again :-.it unawares by the VC and 
retreated in dis':>rder j lcavin£ wec.pons and \.'::quipmcnt behind, althougll most 
of the wl2ap:>ns were latei1 recovered. 

The small tilrce.Jr bur plat:nn-size :>perations hold daily generally 
have negative c.:mtact.. ana when contact is mnde, usually fail to achieve their 
objectives. Success wit~-;. 2.ir strikes and 2.rtillery is difficult to evaluate but 
whatever it does acl".Jeve is m:>re than is done on the gr.:mnd. Any decrease 
in security c:mtinues t-l bc due t-l VC initiative and not a decrease in GVN 
forces or a weakening in these brees. The kill ratb on the ground remains 
at best ·.Jne to :>11e. 

Adequah:i rains in September and N:>vember 11.ave more than compen­
sated for early dl?ficiencies as far as the second rice crop is concerned .. 
While :me h;.:;ctare nJrmally pr.Jduces 1:';0 gia, this year most areas report 
a possible yield ·:>f 12'., 1:> 14) gia per hectare. However, it is still felt that 
a large part :>i t~lis rice will m:.)ve tllr:.)ugb. illegal channels due to a lack of 
effective reSJurc(: c.:mtr.Jl measures. Inflati:m remains a problem with 
prices up in 2.11 areas. 

GVN eff0rts to win the strong allegiance of the IEJst productive and 
capable .:,J:>rtbns .Jf tile p.opulatbn are usually marginal, 0eC2.USe most of 
tl1.ese efbts nrc in defense of tbe existing social system .. a system which 
c::mtinues t.J c.Jntcin m·.Jst Jf the evils which helped generate the Viet Cong 
revJluti:m. It is still virtually imp.Jssible f..Jr a child born in a pJor rural 
family t.J 0btain a baccalaureate degree .. wi1h':Jut which he is permanently 
relegated t'.J an inferi'Jr social p'Jsitbn. Great strides have been made in 
buildin~ primary sC11':JJls thrJugh USOIV,;. self-help projects and Rural Recon­
struction Budg.:;t funds. Now almost all ~1.runlets have schools, and there 
are ,over 54, JOG primary school students. But there are less than 8, :laO 
students in all the high scho.:>ls in Rien HJa. Each year only 13J students 
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The VC continu0 t::> intensify tncir populati::m contr;)l efforts atld 
attempts to isolate outlyinJ district t,:>wns. Two bridges were blown up on 
the IV~o Cay road. one p.:>st lost, t'.nd the r.Jad itself is being systematically 
destroyed. Tw:> watchtowers in Binh Dai were bst and increased inter­
diction of waterways and r02..ds is n.:>ted. Provincial forces lack aggressi le­
ness and initiative in seeking ·:>ut and destroying the VC. 

T!1e 41st R~ger Battalbn was again :-.it unawares by the VC and 
retreated in dis':>rder, lCClvin~' we2.pons and equipm;:;nt behind, althoug~l most 
of the wcap;)ns were latel~ recovered. 

The small t.l1r~e or bur plat-::Dn-size .Jperations held daily generally 
have negative c;:mtact. anci when contact is mD.dc" usua.lly fcil to achieve their 
objectives. Success wih;. air strikes and artillery is difficult to evaluate but 
whatever it does achieve is more than is done on the gr.::mnd. Any decrease 
in security c:mtinu;;;s to b;:; due t;) VC initiative ~d n;)t a decrease in GVN 
forces or a weakening in these i:Jrccs. The kill rCltb on the ground remains 
at best ·.:me to :)11e. 

AdequClt0 rains in September and N:>vember have more than compen­
sated for early deficiencies ns far as the second rice cr.Jp is concerned. 
While :me h(;:ctare n:>rmally pr:>duces 1 :J;.i gia" this year most areas report 
a possible yield ·;)f 12'.1 t:> 14:,J gin per 112ctnre. H.Jwever" it is still felt that 
a large pnrt:>1 t:1is rice will ffi::>ve tar::>ugh illegal channels due t,o a lack of 
effective res:mrcc c;)ntrol measures. Inflati")n remains a pr::>blem with 
prices up in all areas. 

GVN efforts t::> win the strong allegiance :>f the IEost pr,:>ductive and 
capa.blG .?.)rtbns ::>f ti1C p0pulatic)ll Clre usually marginal, 0ecause most of 
t11ese efb . ts <:'..rc in defense .Jf tl1e existing social system. a system which 
c::>ntinues b c:>ntcin m·.)st :>f the evils which helped gene;rate the Viet Cong 
rev:>lutiJn. It is still virtually imp:>ssible f.Jr a child born in a poor rural 
family t::> obtain 2.. baccalaureate degree, wi1h':mt which he is permanently 
relegated b an inferi'Jr social pasition. Great strides have been made in 
buildinc primary sC11::>31s thr:mgh USOl\f.;. self-help projects and Rural Recon­
struction Budgat funds. Now almost all ~1amlets have schoJls, and there 
are over 54" 0JO primary school students. But t!'1ere are less than B. ClOO 
students in all the tdgh schoJls in Kien H3a. Each year .Jn1y 13J students 
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receive the first baccalaureate degree fr:Jm am:Jng the 3:;0 whJ present 
themselves. and only ab:mt 6;) receive the second baccalaureate. Phu Hung 
Village school, only {Jur kibmeters fr:JID Rien Hoa l s capital tJwn, for 
example, has 1, 15) students in the five primary grades. About 150 graduate 
each year fr:Jm the primary school. Of this number abJut twelve go the 
province t,:)wn for commercial studies, and ab-Jut twelve enter the tdgh school. 
Of this number only tw:.:> or three will receive any kind Jf Baccalaureate. 
These twelve are frJm families who have en:JUgh m.:>ney t·J board them in the 
capital city. With USOM materials, bcal initiative and usually bcal funds, 
high schools have been started in four district capitals. The school in Bin.~ 
Dai is an example. Built entirely with USOM funds, and m:Jney raised by 
bcal subscriptbn, it has two secti'Jns each Jf class 7, 6, 5, and next yea:-
4, for which the Ministry has still n-Jt provided three needed teacners. Yet 
of all the one hundred students now entering class seven, only sixteen c-:>me 
from areas Jutside the immediate vicinity :Jf Binh Dci District t-Jwn. 

Those rural children wh:J have real leadership potential have nJ opportu­
nity to express this leadership in government-contr·Jlled society. They 
cannot be Jfficers, ,Jr administrators, :Jr sectbn chiefs. Primary educatbn 
by itself :Jnly increases their frustrati:Jn by enc:Juraging appetite. For them 
the Viet Cong .")ffers the .Jnly real 'Jutlet for their energies. 

The Vietnamese GJvernment continues to SUpPJrt this exclusive educa­
tional system in a revolutbnary war br the allegiance of men and leadership. 
All this is the preservation of privilege. It is madness, and until it is changed 
int::> on American type e2'alitarian educational system, m')st of our other 
efforts can :Jnly oe marginal. 

Generally uso!-r pr )grams are progressing satisfact:Jrily as indicated 
last mJnth. In anticipati.:m :Jf a large refugee influx following B-52 raids, 
eight plane loads :Jf emergency refugee supplies were drJPped into Thanh Phu 
District and a prefabricated f.Jrty-room building carried by helic,)pter from 
B·.:;n Tre where it :1ad been designed and the angle irqn cut under USOM 
direction. Later a third ;)f this material was cnrried by helic:Jpter to neigh­
b:Jring Ba Tri District t:J meet a sudden influx of several hundred refugees 
witilin twenty four h-Jurs. 

USOl"f..' s new rural technician, a former Viet CJn~ lieuten2l1t, helps 
program a regular thirty minute brJndcast by Rien H,Ja's radio station of ~ui 
Chanh brJadcasts interspersed with traditional music and Chieu Hoi appeals. 
USOM helped t::> initiate tins program. 
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receive the first baccalaureate degree from among the 3:;C wh:> present 
themselves, and only ab:mt SJ receive the second baccalaureate. Phu Hung 
Village school, only bur kil,:,meters fr::>m Kien Hoa's capital t-Jwn.. for 
example, has 1, 15J students in the five primary grades. About 150 graduate 
each year fr:>m tl1e primary school. Of this number ab)ut twelve go the 
province t,')wn for commercial studies .. and about twelve enter the tagh sch,:,ol. 
Of this number only tw·::> or three will receive any kind :>f Baccalaureate. 
These twelve are fr)m families who have encmgh m::mey t,:, board them in the 
capital city. With USOM: materials.. bcal initiative and usually local funds , 
high schools have been started in bur district capitals. The school in Bin.~ 
Dai is an example. Built entirely with USOM funds, and money raised by 
bcal subscription, it has two secu,,)ns each )f class 7, 6, 5, and next yea:-
4, f,:,r which the Ministry has still not provided three needed teacners. Yet 
of all the one hundred students now entering class seven, only sixteen c')me 
fr,om areas outside the immediate vicinity of BiOO Dci District town. 

Those rural children wh::> have real leadership potential have n:> opportu­
nity t:> express this leadership in g::>vernment-contr·:>lled society. They 
cann:>t be officers, ·::>r administrators, or scctbn chiefs. Primary educatbn 
by itself only increases their frustration by encouraging appetite. For them 
the Viet Cong ,'Jffers the .only reol '')utlet for their energies. 

The Vietnamese G:>vernment continues to supp:n"t this exclusive educa­
tional system in a rev:Jlutbnary war for the allegiance of men and leadership . 
. All this is the preservation ,:,f privilege. It is madness, and until it is changed 
into an American type egalitarian educational system, most,:,f our other 
eff,:,rts can :)nly De marginal. 

Generally USO!<[ pr)grams are progressing satisfactorily as indicated 
last m-Jnth. In anticipati,:,n :)f a large refugee influx following B-52 raids, 
eight plane loads of emergency refugee supplies were dr)pped int,:, Thanh Phu 
District and a prefabricated f.::>rty-room building carried by helicopter from 
B·..;;n Tre where it :1ad been designed and the angle irQn cut under USOM 
direction. Later a third of this material was carried by helicopter t,:, neigh­
b::>ring Ba Tri District to meet a sudden influx of several hundred refugees 
wit.i:1in twenty four h-Jurs. 

USOU's new rural technician, a former Viet Con:; lieuten2llt, helps 
program a regular thirty minute broadcast by Kien Hoa's radio station ,Jf 'iui 
Chanh br:>adc~.sts interspersed with traditional music and Chieu Hoi appeals. 
USOM helped to initiate tIns program. 
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VINR BINH (35) 

There wel'l::; no si.::;nificant political changes or events to be reported 
in Vinh Binh during this month. 

Th2 security in tlu: province roads continued to be qu~stiona0le. Mining 
and road blocks increased, making travelling and transportation risky and 
dangerous. Road #7 from Vinil Binr. to Vinh Long was heavily mined during 
November 3, 15. 17, 22. and 29. Despite this situation. Province and Dis­
trict Chicfs believe that this year the situation, as compared to last year, 
has greatly improvl::;d. 

Th~ rn.ont~l of Nov(:;rr._-:.)E~T r€.:flects a continuous tt;nc:.cncy of priCe 
increases in most important commodities. C:e:n:mt, br example, is not 
found in the local market. A bag of cemer.1t is sold at VN$22:. This inflation 
helps speculators to take advantage of the black market. 

Since ~ctoucr 29 to }]ovem'.:>er 24, 1965.1 1132 tons r: J k:;s of rice 
were exported fram the province. The c(.onornic inflation process .. rather 
than contributing to a positive mental attitude in the population, brin _'s about 
bitterness and resentrr:..ent toward .gov~rnmental administration. This socio­
economic dilemna is tih:; ;,,;est weapon used daily by the VC to fight the GVN. 

Supervision by USDl'f p<::l'sonnE:l of a lreat num'::::er of USOM Self-Help 
projects is very difficult dut:: to the ins<';curity of certain areas. We have to 
rely on info nnation submitted without bdng ade to inspect on the ground the 
quality of all complE:ted ,9rojects. Sclf-r-:telp projects. for example .. in mElny 
cases aY'e held on a contract basis. This f('!ct in many instances is denied by 
the District Chids, but is a reality. After six months of learning experience, 
analysis and obsc.:!'vation,1 the true spirit of Self-Help could be clearly observed 
in the faces of hamlet people. HOWever, w;:; could also see the ~)usiness type 
of contractar erecting second or third class construction, which instead of 
creatinj in tht; people ideas and institutions. promote dependency. insecurity 
and frustr-ation. Th(;; contr-act system in Self - "3:elp projects is part of the 
existing corru9tion. People, however, r..-;spect and like USOM because it is 
one of the contributing factors for the improverr.ent of tho;: community. 

Til~ socialipsychological situation during the reporting period remained 
unchanged. After six months of working in the province, the USOIV.: Fepresen­
tative believes t~lat there has been no progr~ss or overall improvement. The 
frllstration of the Vietnamt.:se needy people is so grE'::at and corruption is so 
widely spread, t:1at nn effective change in the social and economic develop­
ment of this country is prE'::vented. 
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VINH BINH (35) 

There weI"(:: no siJnificant political changes or events to be r'epor-ted 
in Vinh Binh during this month. 

The security in t~18 province roads continued to be qucstiona~Jle. Mining 
and road blocks increased. making travelling and transportation risky and 
dangerous. Road #7 from Virlll Binh to Vinh Long was heavily mined during 
November 3, 15. 17, 22, and 29. Despite this situation .. Province and Dis­
trict ChiGfs believe that this year the situation.. as compar"ed to last year. 
has greatly improved. 

Th;;: montil of f-::ov(;rr_~er reflects a continuous t~nc:.cncy of price 
increases in most important commodities. SGn:m t. for example. is not 
found in the local market. A bag of cemer!t is sold at VN$22:. This inflation 
helps speculators to take advantage of the black market. 

Since JctoDcr 29 to f-lovem'.Jer 24. 1965 .. 1132 tons r:'J kgs of rice 
were exported fram the province. The ec.onomic inflation process. rather 
Clan contributing to a positive mental attitude in the population .. "orin ~·s about 
bitterness and resentrr,ent towarQ governmental administration. This socio­
economic dilemna is til':: jest weapon used daily by the VC to fight the GVN. 

Supervision by USOl'f ?<::.:rsonnel of a great numjGr of USOM Self-Help 
projects is very difficult dUL to tnt; insecurity of certain areas. We have to 
rely on info Imation submitted without bdng acl~ to inspect on the ground the 
quality of all complEted projects. SGlf-Help projects. for example, in m~my 
cases ar'e held on a contract basis. This f~ct in many instances is denied by 
tae District Chiefs. but is a reality. After six months of learning experience. 
analysis and obsc;rvation .. th(:: true spirit of Self-Help could be clearly observed 
in the faces of namlet people. How€;ver. we could also see the ~:>usiness type 
of contractar erecting second or third class construction, which instead of 
creatin:,J in th~ people ideas and institutions, promote dependency, insecurity 
and frustr-ation. Th(; contract system in Sc1f-~ielp projects is part of the 
existing corru"9tion. People, however, r\;;;spect and like USOM because it is 
one of the contributing factors for the improvezr.ent of the community. 

Tik social/psychological situation during the reporting period remained 
unchanged. After six months of working in the province# the USON Fepresen­
tative believes that there has been no progr;::ss or overall improvement. The 
frustration of tht: Vietnamese needy people is so great and corruption is so 
widely spread, t:1at un effective change in the social and economic develop­
ment of this country is prevented. 
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VINH LONG (36) 

The p'.)liticnl highlight of the m':>nth in Vinh L::mg was a village stump 
speech by a memb~r of the Pr)vincial Council (a body heret')fore mainly 
notewDrthy for its el,)quent silenc;.:: on dmant every issue) in Hoa Hao-heavy 
Duc Thanh District, pr Jmising ilJ l(;ss than a complete hDusccleaning Df 
the entire district administrdi:m, fr.JITl the IJwliest Hamlet Chiefs on up 
tD the District Chief himself (als) n Eoa Hn,» ~ Phase I, tumin] half of the 
rascals out, was b b0 8.:.!complished prcsumc:;bly within a year, and the other 
half to follow thereafter. Unbrtul1()tcly, it was OJt reported just how he 
pr.Jp:>sed t..) do this. 

The other itcn-:Ji p )litical interest wan the recrudescence of the off­
again-an-again m.)ver.'lont fJr s.:par~te prJVhlCial status fur Sadec and its 
neighboring districts. Th.::; Idest spasm b.)k thE; fJrm .Jf a letter fr:Jm "the 
people of Saccc" 'J.ddn:::sszd b the lVEnictry )f InteriJr thr:mgh the Province 
Chief, pleadinJ that the :mly way that Sadec c.Juld realize its full potential for 
development was thrJugh again being granted full status as a pr.Jvince. 

U. S.Jbservers find these tWJ devebpments on the whole rather 
encouraging; first, because pJlitical activities are apparently beginning t,:> 
feel confident that within the present regilT£' there is sC:Jpe for honest poli­
tical dissent somewhere this side :Jf picking up a rifle and joining the VC; 
and sec:Jnd" because; the Province Chief's handling of these two incidents 
showed considerable maturity and p.Jlitical finesse. In the case Df the dises­
tablishmcntarian Pr')vincial G.:mncilbr, the Province Chief, despite howls 
for blood frJm the understandably annoyed District Chief, prudently ordered 
a fact-finding investigatbn bebrG takinj c:mcrete acti:>n. (The investigation 
is still going :::m). The petition fr Jm Sadec he merely fJrwarded (reportedly 
without c0mment) t.J the NiOI, where provincial pundits predict it will die a 
natural death in s)me:)ne' s h)ld basket. 

Granted these are fairly fragile straws in the wind; nevertheless" 
imagining how these tW) incidents might have been handled in the bad old 
days of 1963 nnd earlier, it is pJssible t,) conclude in a tentative s':)rt of way 
that there m2.y after all have been s.JIm slight progress toward establishing 
a workable set 'Jf political machinery in the pr":>vince. 

The security situatbn remains in the same generally stalemated posi­
tion it has occupied br several months. Friendly forces are thinly spread, 
occupying mostly static defense p:)sitions, and h,:>lding considerable territory 
at the occasional c,':>st vf an entire outpost detachment. Enemy forces, frus­
trated by friendly air and artillery from coalescing t-::> try anything larger ~ 
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The p'.)liticnl highlight of the month in Vinh Long was a village stump 
speech by a memb~r of the Pr)vincial C::mncil (a body heretJfore mninly 
notew<n-thy for its eloquent siknci:: on almQDt every issue) in H-.)a Hao-heavy 
Duc Thanh District.. pr .)mising n.) l(;ss than a complete h()usecleaning of 
the entire district administrO,tbn~ frJm the bwliest Hamlet Chiefs on up 
to the District Chief himself (als) !:. Hoa Ra.)} ~ Phase I .. tu minJ half of the 
rascals out .. was t:J b~ a:.!c.)mplished presumably within a year~ and the other 
half to follow thereafter. Unbrtul1Dtcly, it was nJt reported just how he 
pr')p.)sed t;.) do this. 

The other iten-:. ;.)f p )litic3.l interest waD the recrudescence of the off­
again-on-again mJvern.ent fJr s;:,par~te prJvi,ncial status br Sadec and its 
neighboring districts. ThG latl2st spasm b,)k the f:>rm .)f a letter fr:>m "the 
people of Sadec" 'lddrcc:sscd tJ the Ministry )f Interbr thr:>ugh the Province 
Chief, pleadin~ that the .)nly way that Sadec c.::mld realize its full potential for 
development was thr)u;Jh again being granted full status as a pr.)vince. 

U. S • .)bservers find these tW·J devebpments.)n the whole rather 
encouraging; first~ because p)litical activities are apparently beginning to 
feel confident that within the present regirr,e there is scope for honest poli­
tical dissent somewhere this side: :Jf picking up a rifle and joininJ the VC; 
and sec.)nd, because: the Province Chief's handling of these two incidents 
showed cGnsiderable maturity and political finesse. In the case of the dises­
tablishmentarian Pr')Vincial G::mncilbr, the Province Chief, despite howls 
for blood fr:>m the understandably annoyed District Chief, prudently ordered 
a fact-finding investigatbn bef'Jre takinj CQncrete acti:m. (The investigatbn 
is still going Gn). The petitbn fr)m Sadec 11 e merely forwarded (reportedly 
with;:mt c')mment) t.) the MOlt where provincial pundits predict it will die a 
natural death in sJmv)ne' s h)ld basket. 

Granted these an; fairly fragile straws in the wind; nevertheless, 
imagining how these tW) incidents might have been handled in the bad old 
days of 1963 and enrlicr, it is pJssible t:) c;:mclude in a tentative SJrt of way 
that there m2.y after all have been SJIre slight progress toward establishing 
a workable set ·Jf political machinery in the pre>vince. 

The security situatbn remains in thE same generally stalemated posi­
tion it has occupied br several months. Friendly forces are thinly spreadl 

occupying mostly static defense p.)sitions, and h'.)lding considerable territory 
at the occasional cost Jf an entire outpost detachment. Enemy forces, frus­
trated by friendly air and artillery from coalescing te> try anything larger, 
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are settling fJr a st~pped -up campaij'n ')f small unit 'outp)st harassments 
and r::>ad minings/interdictbns. Whd could break this stalemate is an 
increase of f'Jrces .)n either side. The Pr .)vince Chief has asked tor a bare 
minimum of ten new RF compcmies b rC.dize the 1966 PacificatLm Plan. 
If th(;;lse are granted the ni..:W tr~J)ps w.Juld still not be recruited, trained 
and deployed until the end ,.)1' June. In the intervenin~ seven m·.:mths it 
appears that the security tUI1e will bc pretty much'Jrchcst rated by the Viet 
Congo 

The spectre :)f inflati:m c mtinuel3 t'J h'3.unt th;.) Vinh L,mg ec~)n::>mic 
scene. An interestin:; fc::ture :)f tilia is thE.t . what appear£: b be happenirg 
at least in Vinh LJng city, is n"Jt just )r.e: infl&tim but threc- -separate, 
distinct, and arising fr JE',;. different caUS\..:3. Th~ first, and by far m'')st 
dramatic, is the inflation in buiUin ~ mr.teri::.l c Jsts. Caused principally by 
reduced supply and incre2.sed denland, t:lia inn :::~ti'Jn is 3. c::mtinuing pr')blem 
for government c nlLtru~ti)n pr)jccts and {laS tended severely to curtail 
private construci:bn. (Building p(:rmit issu~'.nces in Vinh Long City up ta 
November's end were less than half 196418 all-tin:e rec'')rd, and will probably 
mark a five year bw). The sec)nd inflati:m centers '')n semi-luxury items 
such as the better 3'rndcs )f cbth ::md nuClc mc:m. the fancier cuts of mC!at 
and p::>ultry. Price rises in this class :)f commodities, on the order of 
30-40% over six months, may represent the effects ,:)f a principally urban, 
war-b:)rn prosperity: fully, lucrc.tive empl:Jyment at the airfield, a mild 
b:)om in service industries, and a gener:?.l tendency to "trade up" in quality 
by people with increas.:;d disposable inc;)mc. Worst hit by this inflation are 
the civil servants and ,;thers :m fixed inc.)mc..s. The third inflation, that 
affecting the predominant peasant :t:)')pulati)f.l and therebre potentially the 
most worrisJme, is fJrtuno.tely of c'insidC!rably lesser magnitude. Peasant 
cloth and:Jrdinary l1U,'JC mo.m ar(3 up Jnly 15% or s:) for the year l ami most 
significant .)f all, rice l even)f the best qU2.lity, has held steady at about 
ten j)iasters p(;r kib br d!rnst six m;)nths. 

Turning to USOM pr,)grams, S2lf-Eelp cDntinues to be the brightest 
star in the USOlVi firm2..meut here, with 100 complC!tions so far out of 241 
pr:Jject starts. (The VC dynamiting:Jf a partially constructed self-help 
scho·,)l in November served t,) emphasize that GVN "pacificatLm" is some­
times pretty theoretical 3.nd needs independent o.ppraisal before committing 
USOM support). Other USOM stars shining with slightly lesser but on the 
whole satisfact0ry brilliance include Harr..ld Schools I Civic Action, Fisheries, 
Sericulture and Youth. Chieu H')i, which has bng held out the promise of one 
day bec'.)ming a super-nova .. stubbornly remains at about the fourth magnitude 
and NACO .. at least fJr this cr;)p year l must reluctantly be written off as s;) 
much cosmic dust. 
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are settling br a st..;;pped -up campai]nlf small unit 'outp')st harassments 
and r:::>ad minings!intcrdicti::ms. What c'Juld break this stalemate is an 
increase of f'Jrces)n either side:. The PrJvince Chief has asked tor a bare 
minimum of ten new RF c')mpccnies t) re,£lize the 1966 Pacificatbn Plan. 
U these are granted the new tr~.L)pS w __ mId still not be recruited, trained 
and deployed until the end 'l1' June:. In the intervenin3 seven months it 
appears that the security tune will be pretty much:.) rchest rated by the Viet 
Congo 

The spectre :)1 inflati)n c mtinuel3 tJ h'lunt th0 Vinh L-lng eC:.momic 
scene. An interestin:; fC2.ture :)f tl1is is thE.t . what appeare b be happeniIg 
at least in Vinh L::mg city, is n)t juot )LC: inns.tLm but threc--separate, 
distinct, and arisilJ.g fr . .n!l different caUS\,,;3. Th;.; first, and by far m'Jst 
dramatic, is the inflation in buiUin: m2terie.l c :)sts. Caused principally by 
reduced supply and incre£.sed dC:!il2.nci, t:li::; inn atbn is a c)ntinuing prJb1em 
br government c H'u:;truc::ti)n prljccts and ,(1as tended severely te> curtail 
private constructbn. (Building permit issu:.::.nces in Vinh Long City up t:) 
November's end w(;re 1088 than half 1964's all-tin:e record, and will probably 
mark a five year bw). The sccJnd inflati:::m centers '.)n semi-luxury items 
such as the better dTnacs )f cbth :l.nd nuoc man. the fancier cuts e>f meat 
and poultry. Price rises in this class )f commodities, on the order of 
30-40% over six mvnths, may represent the effects ·:)f a principally urban, 
war-b:)rn prosperity: fully, lucrative employment at the airfield, a mild 
b~)om in service induatries. and a ijcmeral tendency to "trade up" in quality 
by people with increas~d disposable income. Worst hit by this inflation are 
the civil servants and others )n fixed inclIDc..s. The third inflatbn, that 
affectinr:; the predominant pec.sant pJpulati)n and therebre potentially the 
most worris.)me, is fJrtunntcly of c';nsiderab1y lesser magnitude. Peasant 
cloth and Jrdinary nu.oc mam arc up Jnly 15% or so for the year, amI most 
significant ,)f all, rice, even")f the best qUc.Uty. has held steady at about 
ten j)iasters pi::r kib fJr d!Il:)st six months. 

Turning to USOM pr:Jgrams, S;;;li-Eelp cz)ntinues to be the brigrtest 
star in the USOlVi firm2.mellt here. with 100 completions so far ,:)ut of 241 
project starts. (The VC dynamiting:>f a partially constructed self-help 
scho01 in November served t·) emphasize that GVN "pacificatbn" is some­
times pretty theoretical 2.nd needs independent appraisal before committing 
USOM support). Other USOM stars shining with slightly lesser but on the 
whole satisfact:)ry brilliance include HamId Schools, Civic Action, Fisheries, 
Sericulture and Youth. Chieu HJi, which has bng held out the promise of one 
day bec::.nning a super-nova. stubbornly remains at about the fourth magnitude 
and NACO, at least br this crop year, muat reluctantly be written off as so 
much cosmic dust. 
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November 30, 1965 

AN GIANG (3'1) 

Political projress an6 a citize~consciousness of national government 
continue to be hindered by old habits difficult to eradicate, such as the reti­
cence of lesser 0ffidals in apprising supCl~io:cs of problems and trust in 
their eventual solution. 

The impn::sdve i::;eglnnir.vz, of t.he Eos in establishing its political 
and juridical persom'..lity in this area ,:::ontinues to be enhanced by outstandingly 
efficient participation in civic action ceremonies and acts of commemoration-­
in sharp contrast t.J simi12.r events without Hoa Hao participation and charac­
terized by poor marl2.C(;Tr..e:nt. 

The Provincial :2ol!ncil, now firmly entrenched as a consultative body 
regularly utilized by the .:.rovincid administration on rrE. jor civic action 
decisions, appeal'S -1.0)8 playing an incre::asin:j"ly important role along the 
path leading to tht? establishment of a ~)oliticfJ base. ltsrre mbers are getting 
around the countryside displaying inter est 2_!J.d encouragement in economic 
and social development and rural constr;.rction, engendering more trust in th € 

government as personified in the provincial administration. The Council 
is represented at village events 2.nd ceremonies and is alert to opportunities 
to gain and hold the confidence of the people--apparently in a semi-official 
liaison cap2.city. 

Insofar as can De judged from observation of a generally impassive, 
undemonstrative peor;le whose reluctance to discuss politics and personages 
is an ingrained habit from generations of fear of harmful repercussions, 
there appears to be relative contentment with the "l rE:.sent Gtate of affairs. 
This attitude mlgd dso, with equal logic, be construed as complacency 
toward the eff0rtn of the (;entral Government coupled with the assumption 
that the Viet C'(jbg/cventually be defeated with consequent betterment in the 
standard and cost of Ii ving. 

Tangible and dynamic support of the war effort is conspicuous by 
its absence among the general populac:e and is, fo r all practical purposes" 
limited to the key officials" military leaders and the: Hoa Hao Buddhist sect. 
Draft dodgers are increasingly noticeable. 

The small boom in private construction has continued, with more 
licenses granted and new buildinJs begun, both for dwellings and commercial 
use in the city of Long Xuyen. The bigeest ~)ercentage of this construction 
activity is by provincial officials with bank credit. 

. .... I 
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AN GIANG (cont'd) 

While farmers continue to be exploited by money-lenders, well­
established merchants and businessme.l are enjoying ready credit under 
favorable terms from the local branch of the Commercial Credit Bank of 
Vietnam. 

General harvesting :Jf the rice crop in the area is imminent and 
the prediction is ; fo~ a better crop taan last year, witt, a ?robable production 
increase due to n~ore favorable corrlitions---the decrease in planted area 
notwithstandin.;. The rising cost of living continues to be the main worry. 

Rural Self - Heli', i:Jroj ectsmovcd at a gooc. ~ace durin1 the repo rting 
peridod with the comjJletion of one £lcnool, ten claDs rooms and fourteen 
bridges. WIth t~1e detail of the assistant province re;::resentative to the 
district town of Eue Duc, the antici:x',ted acceleration of project selection 
and the formulntLm of comprehensive, !='roi:.:erly documented requests was 
achieved, and demonDtr2..ted tile value 0f thuDoringing USOM guidance 
closer to the J?eo~Jle. 

With USOM support an effort ilJ bein~ made by the Industrial Develop­
ment Center of the Ministry of Economy to stimulate ;>rivate industry with 
loan conditions with which banks cannot compete, i. e., five year loans of 
U? to 800;'0 of the equipment value. In the USON_ office in Long Xuyen the 
first introductory and orientation Ire etinG was c::mducted by two representatives 
of the IDC and was well attended by local businessmen. Proposed industries 
includ.ed brick kilns, BtI:':1 dredging, quarrying with crushers, borers and 
dredges, soy bean oil ;::lant. fish meal plant, elet:tric be.kery, waster paper 
plant, rice mil1s and an ice plant. The attitude of provincial administration 
to this preliminary atei] looking to the stimulation of private enterprise was 
distinctly reserved. 

Harassin5 incidents decren3ed D..nd tile re was no reported sighting of 
any company size enen-;.y unit--alttlou.:;h an operation patrol of Regional Forces 
reported being attacked by 11100 veil, Three hamlets were secured" leavin~ 
the count 249 hamletlJ secured out of a total ,of 257, with five hamlets left 
in the process of aein] secured. Thus, 97% of the ~:)rovince population of 
425, 904 is secured. 

The atmosphere continues to be c::mducive to success in civic action and 
psychological warfare 2.cti vities by agencies chc::.rged with that responsibility. 
The use of indemnity funds appears to haVE; a particularly favorable impact. 
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While farmers continue to be exploited by money-lenders, well­
established merch~nts and businessm el! are enjoying ready credit under 
favorable terms from the local branch of the Commercial Credit Bank of 
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General harvestine- ;)f the rice crop in the area is imminent and 
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closer to the ~)eo:?le. 

With USOIvJ: support an effort in beine made by the Industrial Develop­
ment Center of the Ministry of Economy to stimulate :;;:>rivate industry with 
loan conditions with which banks cannot cOml)ete, i. e., five year loans of 
up to 80% of the equipment value. In the USON_ office in Long Xuyen the 
first introductory ~nd orientation Ire etinE was c;)nducted by two representatives 
of the IDC and was well attended by local businessmen. Proposed industries 
included brick kilns, £:<:',r,d dredging, quarrying with crushers, borers and 
dredges, soy bean oil i.:;lant, fish meal pla.nt, eleCtric be.kery, waster paper 
plant, rice mills and an ice plant. The attitude of provincial administration 
to this preliminary atei] looking to the stimulation of private enterprise was 
distinctly reserved. 

Harassin~ incidents decreC'wed 2.nd ttle re was no reported sighting of 
any company size encn~y unit--~lU10UJh nn operz.tion patrol of Regional Forces 
reported being attacked by "1;)0 veil. Three hamlets were secured. leavin5 
the count 249 hamletD secured out of a tot~l ,of 257, with five hamlets left 
in the process of beinj secured. Thus, 37 C!o of the ~:rovince population of 
425,904 is secured. 

The atmosphere continues to be c:)nducivc to success in civic action and 
psychological warfarE: activities by agencies charged with that responsibility. 
The use of indemnity funds appears to h~VE; a particularly favorable impact. 
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November 30" 1965 

KIEN GIANG (38) 

There was no noticeable increase in Viet Cong activity during the 
reporting period. At the time of this report, an outpost in Kien Binh District 
is under heavy harassment. There were two attacks on outposts" resulting 
in over one hundred deaths and over one hundred wounded, mostly ci vilians. 
More than two hundred homes were destroyed. There were tW!l-nty-eight 
separate harassments of outposts and hamlets, six engagezre nts between GVN 
and Viet Cong forces. A hand grenade was thrown into the Hach Gia-Ha Tien 
ilus terminal in RaC.l1 Gia, a hamlet in Kien Luong was invaded by the Viet 
Cong and one person (suspected of being an ARVN informant) was killed. A 
military truck was mined on the Rach Gia-Ha Tien highway, resulting in one 
death and six injured. Two attempts to kidnap and possibly assassinate ham­
let officials were stopped by local military forces. The local security situa­
tion is not as good as it was one month ago. 

There has been little change in the economic situation since the last 
report. The price of lumber increased from 92JOVN$ to 97~OVN$, but prices 
of other commodities remain relatively unchanged. Unskilled labor wages 
remained the same. Even though wages and price of commodities are much 
higher than they were three months ago" the local market has adjusted suffi­
ciently and the econorro..ic situation could currently be considered stable. 

The SOcial/psychological situation is not as good as during the previous 
reporting period. The people of at least three areas have been aroused to 
voice objections against operations conducted in their respective areas. In 
two of these instances, a direct verbal assualt was made against GVN policy 
with respect to the current conflict. Some restitution has been made for civi­
lians killed and property destroyed in Kien Binh district and more assistance 
has been requested from Saigon, but it is obvious that GVN and local officials 
will enjoy very little support for a long period of time from the people who 
suffered recent losses in the Kien Binh engagerre nt. 

In general, it is felt that USOi"c-supported programs in the field are 
not progressing satisfactorily. There are many factors which oontribute to 
this. Travel in the province reveals many areas in which improvements could 
be made but progress is slow because (1) the people do not have any interest 
in improvement or (2) they are confined as to how much improvematt can be 
made in one given area. For example .. a hamlet may want to build bridges, 
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higher than they were three months ago" the local market has adjusted suffi­
ciently and the econoIP..ic situation could currently be considered stable. 
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In general .. it is felt that USO:r.;;:-supported programs in the field are 
not progressing satisfactorily. There are many factors which oontribute to 
this. Travel in the province reveals many areas in which improvements could 
be made but progress is slow because (1) the people do not have any interest 
in improvement or (2) they are confined as to how much improvemm.t can be 
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KlEN GU",NG (cont'd) 

schools, maternities, etc., to develop the area up to the level they want but 
we can give only so much financial assistance. This hamlet, even though we 
have many people who are willing to give tl1eir tim: on self -help projects, 
will enjoy only a minimum numoer ,Jf projects in one year. In a neighboring 
area, the people do not want to progress and will not volunteer their time 
for any project. It is felt that if we could give unlimited assistance to those 
areas which want to build, soon(;r or later the neighboring hamlets will see 
the benefit of development and start making requests of their own. We must 
also find a way to arouse in the minds of a sufficient number of people in all 
the hamlets a desire to '.:luild projects which will improve their social and 
financial way of life. When one considers the amount of work to be done in 
this province, the on .... -hundred plus projects approved for this year is quite 
small. It should be mentioned that even this minimum number of projects 
have been slow in "getting off of the ground" because (1) reluctance on the 
part of province to release funds and (2) lack of commodities. The current 
program has been bottlc:n8cked considerably during tne past three weeks 
because of lack of commodities, t::specially rebar. The prov rep believes 
that our program would show great progress if we first, publicized extensively 
the advantages of having certain improvements; second, all::>w those areas 
that want to build many projects to proceed with less limitations; and last, 
insure that money and commodities will be released within a minimum period 
of time after a project has been approved by the Provincial Council. 
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November 30, 1965 

CHUONG THIEN (39) 

The political situation in Chuang Thien remains unchanged. VC 
activity has decreased somewhat and there has been no major military 
offensive. Road minings and minor harassments continue, however. 

On the economic scene, the inflationary trend continues. USOM 
is beginning to receive supplies by air from Saigon. USOM-suppcrted pro­
grams are moving as well as can oe expected, considering the security 
situation in the province. There are thirteen classrooms presently under 
construction and seven of ti1em are 80% completed, and should be finished 
by the end of the year. 

Sixteen Quy Chanh came in, bringing .with them individual weapons, 
grenades# and ammunition. 
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November 30, 1965 

PHONG DINH (40) 

There were no significant political developments during the reporting 
period; however, comments made in previous months are still valid. 

Traffic on Highways 4 and 27 were prim e targets for VC interdiction. 
On November 10, a FF soldier was shot and killed while riding a civilian bus. 
On November 12, an IVS representative, Peter Hunting. was killed while 
travelling on Route 4. On November 15. a civilian was kidnapped from a 
bus and killed in the vicinity. ARVN vei1i.c1es were mined and damaged on 
four occasions on F.·Jute 4. l'lovember 1 '3. along Interprovincial Road #3. 
OIMon to Thoi Lai, a Public Works vehicle was mine and destroyed, resulting 
in' two persons killed ~rfi \welve wouncied. On November 19, a US occupied 
billet and adjacent Vietn£fue€se/were haavily damaged by what was believed 
to be a satchel eharge, resulting in five wounded, none seriously. Rumors 
are rampant that more installations are earmarked for destruction. 

Local provincial operati 011S are continuing; however, it would appear 
that results are doubtful. VC local forces roam freely, especially in the 
vicinity of the provincial capital. GVN forces'insufficient strength to contain 
and reduce these intrusions are not available. What troop strength that 
exists is primarily tied down to static defense of installations. All in all .. 
the security situation in the province leaves much to be desired. Unless 
there is a change in the top military echelon, Phong Dinh will succumb to 
increasing VC political and economic stratagems. 

Intelligence received indicates the VC are encouraging rice farmers 
in Thoi An Dong village, Phong Fhu district to convert to extensive double­
cropping to increase production. This trend further indicates the importance 
the VC attach to this year's harvest and continuation of their policy of eco­
nomic warfare. On the GVN side, this practice has been in effect for the 
past two years with excellent results. During the harvest now in progress 
the yield from 3,500 !1ectares is expected to be an estimated 4,51)0 tons of 
milled rice. 

Estimated stocks of paddy and rice in the province are 16 .. 135 tons 
and 1,925 tons respectively. The annual rice harvest is estimated at 
205,000 tons of paddy from 1JJ, 000 hectares. As far as can be determined no 
plans are being formulated at any level on the military side to assure that the 
preponderance of the annual harvest will remain under GVN control. The 
continued exodus of farmers from VC to GVN controlled .areas is causing VC 
tax collections to be more stringent than ever before. However, there is no 
evidence of an increase in taxation rates as of this date. 
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PHONG DINH (cont'd) 

Wholesale pork prices at the local abattoir are now fluctuating 
between 5200-5bJO VN$ per 1;;0 kilos. No significant increase in the 
slaughter of pigs for local consumption has been noted. 

Pig farmers# herebfore, operating on a small scale with limited 
profits, are beginning to display an interest in medium to large scale develop­
ment of this most essential element of the national diet. The recent visit of 
a USOM agriculturel advisor, who provided valuable advice and technique 
assistance, has aroused considerable interest and hopefully should exert 
an influence on expansion and improvement of existing facilities. 

Lumber is priced at 10, OOO$VN for first class material; second class 
is 9~ JOOVN$ per cubic meter. 

A CARE representative, Mr. Woodfield, reported to the provincial 
capital, CanTho.in ~TJid-November. The USOM furnished necessary logis­
tical assistance. It is believed the addition of this voluntary agency to the 
present inventory of participating agencies will contribute to the furtherance 
of the civilian pacification effort, notwithstanding the fact that Mr. Woodfield's 
support mission is regional rather than provincial. 

The provincial warehouse is down to zero balances in bulgur, oil and 
other necessities. The absolutely deploraole supply situation existent from 
Saigon level is a blight upon the reputation of USOM. In the opinion of the 
Prov Rep observer, who inCidentally has had extensive supply experience 
in both military and civilian life, good supply technicians and logistiCians 
are in short supply. Basically, the job of the logistical expert is to determine 
the source and acquire the means to get a needed or required item to the 
base of supply. The supply advisor. among otl1er things, is responsible for 
expediting supplies and assuring proper end item usage. The creed of any 
good logistician or- supply :Jfficer should be the same as that famous state­
ment alluded to BedforQ Forrest, "Get there fustest, with the mostest". 
Supply personnel are not II fustest with the most est" instead. In order for 
any modern army to (;xist in the field today, it must have a well planned 
flexible logistical £upport system. The weapons that are necessary to the 
USOM man in tlle field are in short supply, "due to transportation difficulties". 
We certainly cannot succeed in winning the hearts and minds of the rural 
population by using SA: (o2nd a cable) procedures. In the final analysis. 
commodity supported j.Jint programs have been curtailed due to the continuing 
shortage of basic working tools. 
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Saigon level is a blight upon the reputation of USOM. In the opinion of the 
Prov Rep observer. who incidentally has had extensive supply experience 
in both military and civilian life, good supply technicians and logisticians 
are in short supply. Basically, the job of the logistical expert is to determine 
the source and acquire the means to get a needed or required item to the 
base of supply. The supply advisor, among other things. is responsible for 
expediting supplies and assuring proper end item usage. The creed of any 
good logistician or supply Jfficer should be the sam e as that famous state­
ment alluded to Bedforc. Forrest, "Get there fustest, with the mostest". 
Supply personnEl 8.re not "fustest with the mostest" instead. In order for 
any modern army to c;xist in the field today. it must have a well planned 
flexible logistical support system. The weapons that are necessary to the 
USOM man in tae field are in short supply, "due to transportation difficulties". 
We certainly cannot succeeo in winning the hearts and minds of the rural 
population by using SA:: (Dend a cable) procedures. In the final analYSis, 
commodity supported j;)int programs have been curtailed due to the continuing 
shortage of basic working tools. 
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November 30, 1985 

BA XUYEN (41) 

The major iJolitica1 event of the month, and in fact of the year in 
Ba Xuyen to date, was the remov81 on l'bvember 11, on a few hours notic e 
of the former ProvinC8 Chief~ Lt. Col. Nguyen Ngoc Di~p. He was replaced 
by Lt. Col. Huynh Thao Luoc. The old Province Chief had been here only 
4 months but was active anc;. well-liked by the Americans. (See classified 
supplement for additional comment). 

Prospects are for a good rice crop in Ba Xuyen~ and hopefully this 
year the Government will help the merchants with adequate financing to bring 
the crop in early. Official prices to farmers for rice were established on 
November 26 at a meeting in Saigon~ and although they do not seem to have . 
much to do with the jJresent market price for p2.ddy (Ie prix practique) .. we 
hope they will not imjJede the gathering of the crop. The price of pork, like 
the price of rice, h2s risen recently, and the November 26 meeting in Saigon 
also sought to push this price clown. 

The D;lajor long-term economic problem in the province is employment. 
Very many fsInH well-educated people and seeking jobs with the MILPHAP 
team which arrive soon, and from discussions with these people it is apparent 
that staying unemploy~ed. for months, and even years, is standard 
practice. In this context, the airbase jobs are a boon, and the army and 
RF I PF provide an enormous job source, but they do not change the basic 
situation. 

Tne brick mill at Dai Ngai is beginning production and should have 
machinery to make the improved hollow bricks in two or three months. This 
may create jobo for twenty to tnirty jJeop1e. The loan from the Industrial 
Developm ent Center for the brick mill will probably go through, as will a 
similar loan to expanJ the local ice plantz but these two projects are only 
a very small begiiming of the 'effort which must be m2de to create jobs. Of 
particula:c interest is the possibility of opening a sn::a 11 port at Dai Ngai 
to ship rice diIectly to the center of Vietnam, by-passing the Saigon bottle­
neck. A thorougb study of tile feasiLility of this project should be undertaken 
immediately. 

Morale in Ba Xuyen remains satisfactory. 

. .... I 
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November 30, 1965 

BA XUYEN (41) 

The major i)olitical event of the month l and in fact of the year in 
Ba Xuyen to date l was the remov8.l on l"bvember IlIon a few hours notice 
of the former Provinc2 Chief, Lt. Col. Nguyen Ngoc DiEJp. He was replaced 
by Lt. Col. Huynh Thao Luoc. The old Province Chief had been here only 
4 months but was c:.ctive and well-liked by the Americans. (See classified 
supplement for additional comment). 

Prospects are for a good rice crop in Ba Xuyen, and hopefully this 
year the Government will help the merchants with adequate financing to bring 
the crop in early. Official prices to farmers for rice were established on 
November 26 at a meeting in Saigon, and although they do not seem to have . 
much to do with the present market price for p2.ddy (le prix practique) .. we 
hope they will not im;Jede the gathering of the crop. The price of pork .. like 
the price of rice, h2s risen recently. aud the November 26 meeting in Saigon 
also sought to push this price clown. 

The n;lajoI' long-term economic problem in the province is employment. 
Very many fctile well-educated people and seeking jobs with the MILPHAP 
team which arrive soon, and from discussions with these people it is apparent 
that staying unemploy~ed. for months, and even years, is standard 
practice. In this context, the airbase jobs are a boonl and the army and 
RF I PF provide an enormous job source, but they do not change the basic 
situation. 

Tne brick mill at Dai Ngai is begiIming production and should have 
machinery to make the improved hollow bricks in two or three months. This 
may create job::> for twenty to tnirty :;Jeople. The loan from the Industrial 
Developm mt Center for the rJrick mill will probably go through, as will a 
similar loan to expand the local ice plantz but these two projects are only 
a very small begilming of the effort which must be m2de to create jobs. Of 
particular interest is the possibility of opening a sr.m.ll port at Dai Ngai 
to ship rice directly to the center of Vietnam, by-passing the Saigon bottle­
neck. A thorough study of tIle feasillllity of this project should be undertaken 
immediately. 

Morale in Ba Xuyen remains satisfactory. 

. .... I 
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BA XUYEN (cant I d) 

Progress on USO!Vi-su;?ported projects is difficult to judge as the 
year draws to a close. Althoug.h a certain crisis atmosphere has existed 
concerning the?ossibility of havin] to return unexpended funds is Januery, 
it is not clear how extensive this problem really is. The preferred building 
season is late January, February and Mar-ch (during the dry season and 
after the rice harvest) and the Public Works Chief is probably planning his 
work accordingly. It is difficult to believe that after buying firewood for 
his steamrollers, etc" 11e is going to be put in the position of having to 
return millions of piastres for the big Lone Phu road projects, and in fact 
we have just learned that gravel for the road is bei!:J.g delivered and that the 
project will begin on December 1. 

The buildin~ of the 29 schools in the Education Program is another 
question, sine e there are many more bureaucratic problems.. and the word 
is also out that next year the ceiling of $VN50, 000 per classroom will 
probably be raised. Some District Chiefs may be inclined to go slow with 
this in mind, although all year long perfectly adequate self-help schools 
have been built for only $VN30, 000 per classroom. At any rate, ten 
sci100ls are on their way to completion. 

The irrigation projects approved in the budget are being carried out. 
A large number of pigs for the animal husbandry program have recently 
arrived ana are being distributed. 
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BA XUYEN (cont'd) 

Progress on USOl\lI-su;Jported projects is difficult to judge as the 
year draws to a close. Althougi1 a certain crisis atmosphere has existed 
concerning the;?ossibility of havin] to return unexpended funds is Janu~ry. 
it is not clear how extensive this problem really is. Tbe preferred building 
season is late January, February and March (during the dry season and 
after the rice harvest) and the Public Works Chief is probably planning his 
work accordingly. It is difficult to believe that after buying firewood for 
his steamrollers, etc., ile is going to be put in the position of having to 
return millions of piastres for the big Lone Phu road projects, and in fact 
we have just learned that gravel for the road is bebg delivered and that the 
project will begin on December 1. 

The buildin:: of the 29 schools in the Education Program is another 
question, sine e there are many more bureaucratic problems.. and the word 
is also out that next year the ceiling of $VN50 .. 000 per classroom will 
probably be raised. Some District Chiefs may be inclined to go slow with 
this in mind, although all year long perfectly adequate self-help schools 
have been built for only $VN30, 000 per classroom. At any rate, ten 
schools are on their way to completion. 

The irrigation projects approved in the budget are being carried out. 
A large number of pigs for the animal husbandry program have recently 
arrived anG are being distributed. 
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November 3J, 1965 

AN XUYEN (42) 

The political situation remains steady, with no major incidents or 
demonstrations during the lnonth. The peak of the anti-province-chief pro­
paganda seems to nave passed without any lasting damage. 

For the first time in six months AA VN and US vehicles are encounteI ing 
sniper fire along National houte #4 to Bac Lieu. Intelligence gathered in town 
indicates the VC are concentrating on cutting this road to GVN travel. Pro­
vince officials are riding cyclos rather than their cars to Q.uan Long. A mine 
was also found along the road. and was detonated by the VC as the detonator 
wires were being traced. Camau security is still good, but GVN officials 
seem extremely jumpy. 

The economic situation remains steady, and the social and psycholo­
gical situation 'feels' good. In tne long run. belief in final victory of the GVN 
is shown by the sf ~ady and rapid economic development of Camau. There 
has not only been phenome nal increase of small business establishments but 
also a continuing improvement in the appearance of these establishments. 
Camau is also undergoing a mild construction boom; many houses are of 
cement cors truction. 

The battle between US01\(. and the Finance Committee has been rejoined 
in an effort to get a final height~ened utilization of the 1905 budget. Generally, 
however. USOM programs are developing satisfactorily in view of transport 
and security difficulties. Final arrangements have been made for the Vietna­
mese supervised and CO!-ftfolled sea-transport of an hydro jet rig from Binh­
Hung to Song Ong Doc l'Jd7drilli.ng commence in mid-December. 

Thoi Binn is beginning to grade its own airport before the promise of 
USOM - WLACV help can be reali?led. This effort must be supported not only 
to show Tll0i Binh that we are with them but also to show that major sponta­
neous efforts are rewarded. The opening of the airfield would negate .. a VC 
blockade imposed as a punitive me asure against the town, which now numbers 
7 I :lJO people. The possibility of the airport being operational in three months 
is very real. 
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AN XUYEN (42) 

The political situation remains steady, with no major incidents or 
demonstrations during the month. The peak of the anti-province-chief pro­
paganda seems to nave passed without any lasting damage . . . 

For the first time in six months AE. VN and US vehicles are encounter ing 
sniper fire along National houte #4 to Bac Lieu. Intelligence gathered in town 
indicates the VC are concentrating on cutting this road to GVN travel. Pro­
vince officials are riding cyclos rather than their cars to ~uan Long. A mine 
was also found along the road, and was detonated by the VC as the detonator 
wires were being traced. Camau security is still good, but GVN officials 
seem extremely jumpy. 

The economic situation remains steady, and the social and psycholo­
gical situation I feels' good. In tne long run, belief in final victory of the GVN 
is shown by the st ~ady and rapid economic development of Camau. There 
has not only been phenoIre nal increase of small business establishments but 
also a continuing improvement in the appearance of these establishments. 
Camau is also undergoing a mild construction boom; many houses are of 
cement com truction. 

The battle between USOlV. and the Finance Committee has been rejoined 
in an effort to get a final heighfened utilization of the 19d5 budget. Generally, 
however, USOlV~ programs are developing satisfactorily in view of transport 
and security difficulties. Final arrangements have been made for the Vietna­
mese supervised and com:rolled sea-transport of an hydro jet rig from Binh­
Hung to Song Ong Doc l'Jd7drilli.ng commence in mid-December. 

Thoi Binn is beginning to grade its own airport before the promise of 
USOM - YlACV help can be reali?«!d. This effort must be supported not only 
to show Tll0i Binh that we are with them but also to show that major sponta­
neous efforts are rewarded. The opening of the airfield would negate .. a VC 
blockade imposed as a punitive Ire asure against the town, which now numbers 
7 I Jao people. The possibility of the airport being operational in three months 
is very real. 
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November 30, 1965 

BAC LIEU (43) 

The impr()ved morale of tne rrwITlbers of the provincial government 
continued this monti.l, with n~ticeablc effect particularly in staff coordina­
tion among service agencies. This province is fourteen m:mths old, but 
still is adolescent in terms of public administration and other directly related 
areas. We still find ourselves 13pendin.::; a great deal of time wrestling with 
problems that are the direct result of f2.ulty administrative technique. This, 
coupled with inexperience, produces problems which often seem epidemic 
in that they sprea.d from one service to another. The situation at present, 
however, is much improved over that of a year ago, and it appears now that 
the patient will live. Politically. Oul' :r:~ost encouraging activity is the Provin­
cial Citizen's Cou;:}cil (Hoi-Dong Tinh). T11ey have met with success in 
fostering certain civic imp:i.~ovements c:.nd ~1ave excellent rapport with the 
provincial government officials. We have yet to realize the full benefit of 
their representative powers, however. 

During the month there were 29 reported incidents of harassing fire 
on outposts, 28 road blocks, 7 minings, 7 kidnappings, 2 assassinations. 
1 ambush and 3 bombings in the provincial capital. The general security 
situation is continuing to indicate trends away from large unit actions toward 
an increase of terrorist activities of all types. 

As of Novemoer 2';, 80% of the lCO, Q·}J-ton paddy surplus from the 
'64-85 rice harvest was exported. The remaining 13% will probably never 
be recorded on the books, since it is in VC controlled areas and probably has 
long since left the province. This year's crop is predicted by the GVN to be 
247" 000 tons, with IS3, 300 tons of exportable surplus. This ftJUre is based 
on "expanded areas of cultivation" and is probably over-optimistic. A 36% 
increase in our export product, with no increase in local consumption, a 
30% drop in fertilizer sales, plus late rains, doesn't seem compatible. It 
is almost certain that the local authorities will stick with this 247, 000 tons 
figure regardless of the actual harvest. since no one can prove them wrong, 
and any export deficit can always be blamed on VC taxes and interdiction 
of rice movements by tne ve. The USOM Representative predicts an export 
"shortfall" of as much as 20-3;)% of this year's crop compared to the 10% 
figure for last year1s crop--all because of the statistical guessing game 
being engaged in by the local authorities. / 

Prices continue to be variable with some increases in construction 
materials and vegetables made scarce by interrupted commercial traffic. 
Cement is 170$~N/50kg bag, sand is 400$VN/m3, gravel1"OOO$VN/m3• 
rock 600$VN/m .. sawn lumber 10, 500$VN/m3, and #1 grade milled rice 
(250/0 broken) is 680$VN/IOOkgs. The enforcemnt of official prices for meat 
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BAC LIEU (43) 

The impr()ved morale of tne rrwrrlbers of the provincial government 
continued this monti1, with n~ticeable effect particularly in staff coordina­
tion among service agencies. This province is fourteen m:mtns old, but 
still is adolescent in terms of public administration and other directly related 
areas. We still find ourselves 8pendin~ a great deal of time wrestling with 
problems that are the direct result of f2.ulty administrative technique. This, 
coupled with inexperience, produces problems which often seem epidemic 
in that they spread from one service t·:J another. The situation at present, 
however, is much improved over that of a year ago, and it appears now that 
the patient will live. Politically, our I:!Qst encouraging activity is the Provin­
cial Citizen's Cou:1cil (Hoi - Dong Tinh). They have met with success in 
fostering certain civic impl~ovements and ~lave excellent rapport with the 
provincial government officials. We have yet to realize the full benefit of 
their representative powers, however. 

During the month there were 29 reported incidents of harassing fire 
on outposts, 28 road blocks, 7 minings, 7 kidn2.ppings, 2 assassinations" 
1 ambush and 3 bombings in the provincial capital. The general security 
situation is continuing to indicate trends away from large unit actions toward 
an increase of terrorist activities of 2.11 types. 

As of Novemoer 2:, 90% of the lCO, OGJ-ton paddy surplus from the 
'64-65 rice harvest was exported. The remaining 1 J% will probably never 
be recorded on the books, since it is in VC controlled areas and probably has 
long since left the province. This year's crop is predicted by the GVN to be 
247 .. 000 tons, with IS3, 300 tons of exportable surplus. This ftJUre is based 
on "expanded areas of cultivation" and is probably over-optimistic. A 36% 
increase in our export product, with no increase in local consumption, a 
30% drop in fertilizer sales, plus late rains, doesn't seem compatible. It 
is almost certain that the local authorities will stick with this 247, 000 tons 
figure regardless of the actual harvest, since no one can prove them wrong, 
and any export deficit can always be blamed on VC taxes and interdiction 
of rice movements by tne ve. The USOM Representative predicts an export 
"shortfall" of as much as 2()-3J% of t~is year's crop compared to the 10% 
figure for last year's crop- -all because of the statistical guessing game 
being engaged in by the local authorities. / 

Prices continue to be variable with some increases in construction 
materials and vegetables made scarce by interrupted commercial traffic. 
Cement is 170$¥N/50kg bag. sand is 400$VN/m3, gravell, OOO$VN/m3" 
rock 600$VN/m • sawn luzpber 10, 500$VN/m3, and #1 grade milled rice 
(25% broken) is 68\)$VN/100kgs. The enforcemnt of official prices for meat 
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BAC LIEU (co nt' d) 

is creating a clack market hc're. For example. pork tenderloin sells offi­
cially for 80$VN/kg, but it is purposely withheld from the market to create 
a demand which will pay 11J$VN/kg on the black nnrket. The same 
result is being felt in other commodities. Commodities in short supply, 
such as ice and beer. are being hoarded and sold at high prices. Sorre 
red dollars have been seen in circulation, but a firm exchange rate cannot be 
established. 

The Social Welfare Service in the province expanded 300% in strength 
this month with. three new men sent from Saigon. The effectiveness of this 
agency has similarly increased, and there is evidence that our handling of 
refugees will be grec:..tly improved. W 2 are still about eleven men short; 
thus we are not getting our psychological piasters I worth from this important 
activity. Plans are essentially complete for refugee centers in BacLieu 
yet no contracts have been let. A particuLarly intense anti-American cam­
paign was rm de during the month, with signs, banners and posters being 
used to decorate road blocks built by the PLF. A series of demonstrations 
took place in Gia - Rai district follOwing air strikes in that area. The 
demonstrators revealed during interrogation that VC cadres had come" 
detained the youngsters in certain houses, and forced the old people to 
demonstrate against American air strikes. 

A 2~J-ton capacity warehouse for PL-480 commodities is nearing 
completion, and will greatly alleviate the province's critical warehousing 
problem. Two trucks were lost during the month, one in an accident which 
will cost 100, OOO$VN to repair; the other was mined and moderately damaged 
while carrying commodities to Long-Thanh village. The pig-corn program 
is going along well, with all pigs distributed, pig-pens built, and inn:)cula­
tion programs underway. A fourth deep well is being completed now" and 
materials are bein3 received for the expansion of the Bac-Lieu water 
distribution system. Chieu-P.:oi returnee training is being conducted for 
the first time, ('.fle th2t offke now has u new Tri - Lambretta for transporta­
tion. Fis~leries is not movin..; at all: no service is assigned. We still lack 
a Treasury Service, which inconveniences fiu(;'.ncial operations. Social 
welfare is picking up, with more personnel as~igned, but relocation still 
lags due to inefficiency in the Rural Reconstruction Office, which has a newly 
assigned Chief. Generally, spE:nking, things are moving satisfactorily, with 
little change from last m:)nth. 

BAC LIEU (contI d) 

is creating a alack market hc're. For example. pork tenderloin sens offi­
cially for 80$VN/kg. but it is purposely withheld from the market to create 
a demand which will pay llJ$VN/kg on the black rm.rket. The same 
result is being felt in other commodities. Commodities in short supply. 
such as ice and beer. are being hoarded and sold at high prices. Soma 
red dollars have been seen in circulation. but a firm exchange rate cannot be 
established. 

The Social Welfare Service in the province expanded 300% in strength 
this month with. three new men sent from Saigon. The effectiveness of this 
agency has similarly increased. and there is evidence that our handling of 
refugees will be grec:tly improved. W:= are still about eleven men short; 
thus we are not getting our psychological piasters' worth from this important 
activity. Plans are essentially complete for refugee centers in BacLieu 
yet no contracts have been let. A particul.arly intense anti-American cam­
paign was Im de during the month. with signs, banners and posters being 
used to decorate road blocks built by the PLF. A series of demonstrations 
took place in Gia - Rai district following air strikes in that area. The 
demonstrators revealed during interrogation that VC cadres had come. 
detained the youngsters in certain houses. and forced the old poople to 
demonstrate against American air strikes • 

.A 2~J-ton capacity warehouse for PL-480 commodities is nearing 
completion. and will greatly alleviate the province's critical warehousing 
problem. Two trucks were lost durinG the month. one in an accident which 
will cost 100. OOO$VN to repair; the other was mined and moderately damaged 
while carrying commodities to Long-Thanh village. The pig-corn program 
is going along well. with all pigs distributed. pig-pens built. and innJcula­
tiOll programs underway. A fourth deep well is being completed now, and 
materials are bein3 received for the expansion of the Bac-Lieu water 
distribution system. Chieu - Roi returnee training is being conducted for 
the first time. ;;mc th2t office now has 2.. nGW Tri-Lambretta for transporta­
tion. Fislleries is not movinJ at all: no service is assigned. We still lack 
a Treasury Service. which inconveniences fin~.ncial operations. Social 
welfare is picking uP. with more personnel as~igned. but relocation still 
lags due to inefficiency in the Rural Reconstruction Office. which has a newly 
assigned Chief. Generally, spenking. things are mOving satisfactorily, with 
little change from last mJnth. 
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# November 30" 1965 

CHAD DOC (44) 

Political stability remained uncha"ged this month l and the general 
trend for the succeeding months appears to be maintained with slight pro­
gression l especially in the area of puolic administration. This is a result 
of the initiative and willingness of both province officials and the members 
of the Provincial Council to work together in promoting better public admin­
istration and in sustaining political stability, For the past four months no 
major agreements among the Council! s members have been reached, it is 
noteworthy that the members are making efforts in deliberating on important 
issues. The Province C!.ief has started lIbringing his government closer to 
the people!! by periodically scheduling meetings with district, village and 
hamlet officials in every district l with the participation of the rural people 
and key provincial officials and US advisors. So far, these attempts have 
created very favorable impressions on the rural people and local officials. 

There was no major change in the security situation in this province 
from that oft e/.)ctober report. VC harassments continued, especially in Tri­
Ton and Tinh - Bien districts l wher e the Seven Mountain area is in large part 
a VC-base area. The GVN, on the other hand" continued to conduct small 
and large scale operations which were coordinated with air-strike support 
and which l in most cases, prevented increased VC activities. In general" 
the province maintained a degree of relative security. 

Agricultural and commercial activities accelerated during the 
month. Commodity and food prices rose, though food supplies are still 
abundant. It appears that the government cannot co ntrol the situation" since 
there is always a discrepancy between official and the "lip-marketing" prices. 
The Provincial Government, on the other hand, found difficulty in properly 
phasing the implementatioIi of Rural RecJnctruction programs because of 
Saigon's delay in the timely remittance of Eural Construction fu"nds. Only 
13% of the at,pr jved buc::get fJr 1965 he.s been received by the iJrovince so far. 

The s·ocial! -.sychological situation in Chau Doc remained undisturbed. 
The people seem to be content wifo the prevailing conditions with the exception 
of the steady increase of market prices in consumer goods and other daily 
necessities. 

All USOM-supportcc! prJgrams r.naintained the lead in the overall socio­
economic develop:rIl:: nt Df the province. The Self-Help program.1 totalling 228 
projects (with 103 approved this month), ie ahead of the 1963-4 pr;)gram in num­
ber of projects implemented" and the Hamlet School Program is 100% completed. 
Next year! s program plan has already lJeen ::!oIni.:)leted and will be submitted for 
approval in December ,:iurinz the regional conference slated for the IV Corps. 
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MONTHLY REPORTS OF USOM PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
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Representatives for the Month Ending November 30. The reports are 
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USIA/IRS/ AF/Vietnam Units, Wash., D. C. (2) 
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November 3D, 1~65 

BINH TUY (18) 

The political situation in tl1e province a?pears to be more stable, 
mainly because of tIle re-esta.Jlishment of US;:)I'!:: operation. It is claimed 
that the local officials and segm: 'nts of the population tried to organize a 
mass demonstration of protest against the Province Chief. The Province 
Chief has to promise the people that l1c woule do his best to get USOlVf. 
representation back into the province as soon as possible in order to ease 
the tension. 

Both Lt. Col. Chi and IVlajol' t:endicl~, r:.I~ACV Senior Advisor, indi­
cated that they wer-e very glad to £lee US:)I'.C back in t.he province and both 
stated that it was not possible to open~:te without USOlV:.. 

A new Deputy Ci1ief for AdmiLiGtl"atiorl has been assigned to this 
province. No one has seen him attend any ineetings held in the provincial 
headquarters, even though the meetin;ss were concerned mostly with admin­
istrative problems. 

On Thursday, Novem::>er 25. it was announced in the newspapers and 
over the radio that a new Province Chief, Major Canh, was being assigned 
to Binh-Tuy Province. Lt. Colonel G::li if:] nJw waiting for his replacement 
to come. Lt. Colonel Chi "and Kiem will turn over the province by cere­
mony as soon as the new Province Chief arrives; Major Kiem has already 
turned in his resignation. 

Lt. Colonel Chi stated that he would like to leave the province now; 
however, he thinks that General Lan will probably want him to stay in the 
province until the new Province Chief understandsthe responsibilities of his 
position. 

Security within the province is gradually being improved as Operation 
Rice Bowl progresses. 

On November 19, 1965, at Hiep-N&hia, at 05:0a hours in the morning 
one VC platoon started fig!lting with one plato:m of Popular Forces. One 
Popular F'Jrce soldier was killed and one was wounded; no VC were wounded 
or killed. 

Due to the fact that Highway 1 remains unopened, commercial traffic 
between Binh-Tuy and other provinces is both limited and expensive. While 
goods and commodities are transported by boat, prices remain high because 
of sea damage and higher transportation charges. 
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BINH TUY (cont' d) 

Rice and gasoline supplies from Saigon are relatively sufficient. 
Seafood production is an important resource of the province. If Highway 1 
is opened by military operations~ it is certain that there will be economic 
progress within the province. 

The political psy-war team in the province is doing an excellent 
job. By coordinating with the MACV G-5 Advisor., many psy-war plans have 
been programmed. Two hundred and fifty thousand leaflets were dropped in 
VC areas during the month. Distribution of 400 magazines., 5650 newsletters, 
9 mosquito nets, 54 r.c:i'ters of cloth., 1, 000 noteb()oks~ 600 pencils, 60 boxes 
of chalk has been made in areas where mobile teams were assigned to work. 
Also 100, OOO$VN was distributed to people who had houses at Tan Hiep and 
Hiep Hoa Villages which had been bombed early this year. 

USOM supported programs are now mostly in the planning stages 
and geared to positive support of Operation B.ice Bowl. However, many 
specific proj ects and requests are now being studied and requestsfor addi­
tional USOM supplies have been submitted to Saigon in order to support posi­
tive programs. Provincial meetings have been held and are scheduled in 
order to determine provincial USOM requirements. 
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November 3D .. 1965 

LONG KHANH (19) 

The increase in living costs continues to be a serious problem. 
It has been reported from a reliable source that workers on French rubber 
plantations are planning a de,monstration in order to obtain higher wages. 
The attitude of the populace is very favorable toward the GVN. ARVN 
victories as well as the stability of the war cabinet are important factors 
contributing to high morale. 

The security situf~ti0n has imporved. Many operations have been 
carried out by the sector in collaboration with the 1Jth Division; six hamlets 
were freed from VC coritrol: Trung Tin.. Trun,:$' Luong.. Trung Nghia.. Bao 
Chanh .. Suoi Cat~ and On Cung. At thE: begilming ':Jf the month .. the VC 
attacked Dong- Hiep villa;~e. About thre,-: hundred families have left this 
village and were relocated temporarily in Bien Hoa Province about twelve 
kilometers from the Long Khanh/Bien Rca border. 

The price of essential goods continues to rise. The Provincial Econ­
omic Service estimates the cost of living has increased at least 30% in the 
past two months. Recently a special provincial committee approved a 60% 
increase in construction costs for RC -budgeted classrooms. 

The VIS distributed 75 .. 000 copies of its provincial newspaper and 
85, 000 propaganda leaflets throughout the province. When Gia Ray was 
liberated from the ve .. food .. clothing~ newspapers and magazines were dis­
tributed to all the families. In the province's regular food distribution pro­
gram, bulgur .. cooking oil and powdered milk were distributed to 1, 670 
families in seventeen hamlets. 

Funds were finally released for six of the Self-Help projects that 
were approved in April. The districts are ncYW collecting a tax of 81/.'2% 
of the Self-Help funds that go to the hamlets. 
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November 30, 1965 

PHUOC LONG (21) 

Within the secured areas Phuoc Long is politically more stable than 
it has been for a long time. During the month of November" the Province 
Chief organized many events" ceremonies and celebrations for the people. 
The celebration period of 1-11 November was the high spot for all of the 
people. There was a formal parade on November 1 at which a number of 
soldiers and police were decorated (two Americans were included). A 
campout on the sports field was ()rganized and most of the people in the Song 
Be area participated. There were many sporting events with appropriate 
prizes awarded to the .:hampions. A huge bonfire with a running flow of 
entertainment, including .r~ntagnard dancers, highlighted the camp-out. The 
Province Chief, his Deputy for Administration and other officials circulated 
among the people, talking to them freely, at virtually all gatherings during 
the month. The theme of "winning the peoples' hearts through love" is 
paying off for the GVN in this area. At present most of the people seem to 
be solidly behind the province ana the GVN. 

The security situation is about the same. The VC control most of the 
province except for small areas arou:ld the province and district capitals. 
The Province Chief does as much as he can with the forces available to him. 
During the month" the road from Song Be to Bu Dop was opened by local 
military forces. Shortly thereafter" some civilian traffic made the trip all 
the way from Saigon to Song Be without being stopped by the VC. However" 
this is regarded as more or less just luck. Almost all of the VC incidents 
resulted when GVN forces went out looking for the VC. There have been 
report::; of large VC units moving ill and out of the area, but they did not 
stage any operations. At present, it seems that unless large friendly forces 
move into the area, the improvement.:>f the security situation will be a slow 
process, and if the VC should take the initiative with some of their large 
units the situation could become bad very quickly. 

The economic situation seerne t.:> be improving" as several new shops 
have opened in Song Be and Phuoc Binh. This is an indication of confidence 
on the part of the people. Goods arrive in short spurts over the roads - not 
enough to sustain the economy but enough to hearten the people. Prices on 
these goods tend to run high because of VC taxes. On the whole, however, the 
situation is much better than last month. Price of rice is 10. 80, 9. 30 and 
8. 40 for the three grades in Phuoc Long. 

The Province Chief takes every opportunity to transmit to the people 
the feeling that their government is interested in them. He requires his 
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PHUOC LONG (cont'd) 

subordinates to take an interest in the welfare of the people and the people 
seem to recognize that interest and respond readily to all activities. The 
new VIS Chief is very active in spreadir;g the word of the government at 
every opportunity. 

Refugee support is the biBgest us:::nv~ activity at the present. During 
the month l much was done by the provin;::e on behalf of the refugees. 326 
families were each given three hectares of land in a planned new life hamlet. 
It is really more of a villae-c in size as p(;ople from six hamlets are involved. 
They drew lots for their land l so the harnlet people are all mixed together, 
thus tending to break through inbred attitudes and broaden interest in GVN 
affair.s. The Province Chief helli tvr) .Jpcn meetings 011 the setting up of this 
hamlet. The heads of families (anc: 2.llycme else that wanted to) were permitted 
to stand up and state opinions on vari:)us ways of organizing and setting up 
the hamlet. At least ['.ine issues were voted on by a show of hands l with a 
simple majority carrying the vote. Many people spoke and they seemed to 
enjoy "town hall" democracy. There was some indication of interest in 
keeping the Catholics and B.lddhists separate but the Province Chief held out 
for a random mixture and got it. This is important in broadening the base 
of the people's interests and culture. USOM supplied tools were issued for 
land clearance and some commodity food support was given. The refugees 
moved onto their land and it is virtually all cleared with some house frames 
(including roof) already up. To assist older refugees and women who had 
no young men to work l the Province Chief organized a Sunday outing that 
included troops from the 31st Rangers, 1st Bn 9th Inf and RF/PF; also l 

school teachers. high school students and civil service workers were out in 
full force. The refugees got a great deal of help and seemed to appreciate 
it very much. The (bngreGsional party headed by Congressman Rodino 
visited the area while the refugees were Gtarting their land clearance. When 
the program was explained to them l they indicated that they were favorably 
impressed and greatly pleased with the approach taken here. 
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November 3), 1965 

BINH LONG (22) 

There were no demonstrations against government policy in Binh Long 
during the month, and morale is high among the people. Security is good, but 
VC activities have been in evidence in all sectors. Refugees in Loc Ninh 
and Chon Thanh were given 8J,OOJ$VN, as well as milk, cooking oil .. and 
soap. 

Road blocks on the highway to Saigon make transportation in the,; J 

province very difficult .. and have contributed to the rise in food prices. Air­
craft have not been available for USO}\!;' supported programs. Situation will 
probably be com e worse for military aircraft. 

USOM supported programs are progressinJ satisfactorily. The hamlet 
school program is on schedule .. and two self-help schools are presently un der 
construction. 
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BINH DUONG (23) 

There have been no significant changes in the political. security. 
economic, and sociall psychological situations reported from the province. 

USOM-supported programs are somewhat less tha.n satisfactory. Of 
the 45 schoolrooms allocated for 1.955 1 only four have been completed. Seven 
are presently under c<Jnstruction by the Korean Task Force in Lai Thieu 
District. Only one kilometer of provincial road was surfaced with laterite 
during November. 'Jnly projects using laterite can be carried out this year 
because of the very higl.! cost of crl'.shed r::>ck. The Chieu Fioi facilities 
are not adequate and mu.cl1 remains to be done. There is evident need for 
recreational facilities for the Quy Chanh. 

The refugee construction program is moving very slowly. A 
problem is the shortage of galvanized roofing for the construction of living 
quarters. Asbestos roofing is too heavy. 

The Catholic Helief Service has provided rice, corn meal. and 
cooking oil for refugees in Lei Thieu1 Chau Thanh and Tri Tan Districts. 
Tri Tan has approximately 2, OuO refugees and 31 000 more are expected to 
come in from the Michelin rubber plantation, the site of very heavy military 
activity_ The SUCCCS13 of the refugee program in the province depends upon 
close coordination between the various elements present. USOM functions 
as the coordinating office .. the Sect 61' S-5 secures the foodstuffs .. Public 
Works performs construction. and the Social Welfare Division makes dis­
tribution of the food. 

The Philippine Surgical Team has been doing a superior job in the 
province. They are not being utilized to be maximum extent as yet but it 
is hoped a base of operations can bc established for them in the recently 
pacified area of Lai Thieu District. 
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November 30, 1965 

TAY NINH (24) 

If the November l'rites and the visit:>f Prime N ... inister Ky to Tay 
Ninh on November 17 cou.ld he used as gauges of the Province Chief's 
effectiveness, he could be considered as oeing fully established as the head 
of the province. Full cooperation was extended to him by the people, which 
included the provincial and district affidals, the religious, and the military 
It is worth noted that the Catholics, the CaoD:ds, and the Buddhists mingled 
harmoniously to celebrate the two events. 

The province was relatively quiet during the month and except far a 
f.ew minor actions involvin~ few troops '~he province never enjoyed a more 
secure period. 

Construction programs go on unaoated, despite the r-ise in prices 
of building materials. Fifty-eight of the ;'(:,9 constructed hamlets in the 
province are pacified; many more should be pacified before the end of the 
year. 

The cost of goods and foodstuffs is increasing daily. Although rice 
was stabilized by provincial action, arld since it is harvest time in most 
parts of the province, the price of this important staple will eventually rise, 
despite all safeguards, to cause dissention in many quarters, especially 
from among the civil servants and the very poor. Spiraling costs of building 
materials are starting to create problems, but nevertheless, many projects 
are completed with much assistance from the townspeople themselves. 
Cement disappeared from local markets; if it is available, it sells for 
VN$17Q per bag. Labor is beginning to be more expensive also, and will 
continue to do so as prices of commodities :eise correspondingly. 

Most of the provincial funds included in the 1965 budget will be 
expended before the year is ended. There is no doubt that the province will 
be unable to spend the funds in the road construction budget (about seven 
million piasters) if crushed rock from Nui Ba Den cannot be secured. If 
security is provided by contractors, there is still a chance that sufficient 
rocks can be acquired to get the road-building going. The military is looking 
into this possibility. 

Many commodities are in arrears and are waiting for transportation 
from Saigon. The USOM warehouse in Tay Ninh is empty, except for cement 
which is already committed to the school construction program. When requi­
sitioned supplies arrive, more programs and projects will progress. 
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continue to do so as prices of commodities rise correspondingly. 

Most of the provincial funds included in the 1965 budget will be 
expended before the year is ended. There is no doubt that the province will 
be unable to spend the funds in the road construction budget (about seven 
million piasters) if crushed rock from Nui Ba Den cannot be secured. If 
security is provided by contractors, there is still a chance that sufficient 
rocks can be acquired to get the road -building going. The military is looking 
into this possibility. 

Many commodities are in arrears and are waiting for transportation 
from Saigon. The USOM warehouse in Tay Ninh is empty, except for cement 
which is already committed to the school construction program. When requi­
sitioned supplies arrive, more programs and projects will progress. 
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RA.U NGHIA (25) 

Taking the m:>ntl1 as a wh;)le, the p:>litical situation sh'Jwed no signi­
ficant change. The ,;)Verall drift appeared to be very slightly downward. GVN 
political influence reached a tw:> -year nadir in the immediate viCinity ;)f the 
capital, Baa Trru." during the first two) weeks :>f the reporting period. This 
was primarily a result of the October 27 multi-battalion VC attack Dn nearby 
Duc Lap and the precipitate GVN abandonment of the Ranger position there­
despite the fact that it was the VC and not the GVN forces who i,1aO suffered 
a serious military defeat. Evidence Jf GVN politic2.l slippage included 
physical abandcmment ;)f part Jf Duc Lap by the population and the shut -down 
of all but 'Jne business establishment I despite GVN pleas f..)r residents to 
remain calm and in place. In additL:m, VC leaflets were passed 'Jut inside 
the village headquarters area and C'J:mg the r::>ad t::> Bao Trai during daylight 
h::>urs. During the latter part Jf t:1t.:: m<mth, however, partial GVN recovery 
was n:>ted; the school and s'Jme businesses reopened, and part of tne p:>pula­
tiDn m:)Ved back in. There are indicatbns that much ::>f the exodus was 
pr:>mpted less by fear 'Jf the VC)r dislike ")f distrust ,::>f GVN as by anticipa­
tion of the future results )f cJntinucd air and artillery strikes in support of 
a friendly p:>sitbn, an awesome dem:mstration::>f which they had just witnes­
sed. In Cu Chi, tne IJwest pJint f:Jr t.i1eyear was reached during the third 
week Jf N..)vember lO f;)llJwing the m;)rtarin~ of the pilot district capital and 
a series of attacks and ambushes ::m or near R.")ute #1, inv:>lving extensive 
VC tr::>op movements and temp:>rary daytime occupancy::>f theoretically GVN­
c;)ntr:)lled areas. Again, folbwing tempJrary flight by small segments of 
the affected populatbn, the situatbn has impr.)ved. The number of GVN 
hamlet chiefs has risen to 40 (far 201 hamlets) but )nly 15 give eridence ;)f 
being able t.:> functbn effectively. N'J evidence :>f serbus anti-American 
has yet appeared, but numerous c::>mplaints are v:>iced by pr.)vincial :>fficials 
:>ver the US r::>le in elevating the c::>st ;)f living. 

Tnl;; security situatbn remained essentially unchanged. While there 
were nQ large-scale VC attacks such as tlnse at Duc Lap during September 
and Jctober, tw::> serious ambushes occurred, both inv::>lvinJ GVN tactical 
failures. C:>mmunications sabotage (roadblocks, trenches, bridge-bbwings, 
etc.) nearly d,::>ubled. Weap::ms bsses stayed roughly the same, as did total 
friendly casualties, while VC losses probably dr;)pped. One offsetting 
impr:>vement has been til:.: at least temp::>rary addition of elements:>f another 
Ranger battalion tJ forces in and arQunQ the pr::>vince capital, plus employ­
ment of these forces in a m:>re m::>bile and rand.)m, and c;)nsequently less 
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Taking the m:>ntl1 as a whole, the p:>litical situation showed no signi­
ficant change. The ':JVerall drift appeared to 0e very slightly downward. GVN 
political influence reached a tw:>-ycar nadir in the immediate vicinity of the 
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the affected populatbn" the situati:>n has impr:>ved. The number of GVN 
hamlet chiefs has risen to 40 (for 201 hamlets) but Jnly 15 give eJlidence of 
being able to functLm effectively. No evidence ::>f serbus anti-American 
has yet appeared, but numerous c:>mplaints are v::>iced by pr.:)vincial officials 
over the US r:>le in elevating the C)st of living. 

Tn\;; security situatbn remained essentially unchanged. While there 
were n::> large-scale VC attacks such as th-:>se at Duc Lap during September 
and Jctooer, two serious ambushes occurred, both inv::>lvinJ GVN tactical 
failures. C:>mmunications sabotage (roadblocks, trenches, bridge-bbwings, 
etc. ) nearly d·)ubled. Weap)ns bsses stayed roughly the same" as did total 
friendly casualties, while VC losses probably dropped. One offsetting 
impr::>vement has been th~ at least temp:>rary addition of elements ·:>f another 
Ranger battali::>n tJ f:>rces in and around the pr)vince capital, plus empby­
ment of these forces in a m::>re m)oile and rand.:>m, and consequently less 
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vulnE::rable, fashiJn. This has resulted in a partial rest0ratLm 0f the GVN 
military p-Jsiti::m in the Duc Lap Village area and the immediate vicinity of 
BaJ Trai. In additbn, Sector has been IC'..ble f.Jr almJst the first time tJ 
pn.rtially jell thE:: activities .Jf MJbile Actbn, APP, VIS, IC'..nd-lther civilion 
and paramilitary pacificatbn cadres intJ a team effort in the Duc Lap village 
c0mplex, and in turn to mesh this with military operatLms. Results to date 
certainly have been far fr.Jm ideal, but if this unified appr.Jach is maintained. 
it could represent a significant turning pJint in Ire th.Jds Jf )perati:m and 
ultimate likelih.Jod ·Jf success. 

P. griculture, except fJr rubber and sugar cane prJductbn, c.Jntinued 
tJ be littlE: affected by military ,)pernti:ms within the prJvince. The rice 
harvest is still expected tJ hit 9C, Jl') tJns .Jf paddy--a third ab::>ve average-­
and GVN cann-Jt h-Jpe tJ c-Jntr-Jl the ft)W Jf much of it; 15, JJO t Jns are 
believ\;;d tJ have been harvested already. Lesser crJps are als·:) dJing well. 
Although the number Jf water buffalo and cattl\;; may have decreased since 
last year, pig, chicken, and duck Jutput appears t-J be up; h)wever, so many 
livest:Jck transactions occur with.Jut benefit vf GVN c:)ntr)l Jr even knJW­
ledge that it is difficult to make m::>re than broad generalizatbns based on 
:Jbservatbns ;)f relative quo..ntities marketed and gJing thr.:mgh check points 
in maJJr t )wns, and::>n price levels. 

The price of gJJd, sec:md-grade rice (white) has dr.Jpped frJm the 
82:::-850$VN per-1J'1-kilJ range tJ 78;)-802-$VN in slightly more than a m.Jnth. 
The price Jf c:>mrr10n lo.bJr remains unchanged. CJsts Jf imp;.>rted c::mstruc­
tbn materials are up alarmingly (sand: 23%; laterite: 80/0; brick :).nd tile: 
12-15%). VC rJadbbcks still c.Jnstitute m.Jre :)f a nuisance than a serbus 
.JbstD.cle tJ c.Jmrnerce; the fault f.Jr the c:)ntinued price rise lies elsewhere. 

Little cfmnge was n.Jticed in a bnd situatbn. On the plus side, the 
mixed-nation psywar battalion would up its operations after ta::ee-week stay. 
It was generally well- re:::eived - particularly t:1e MEDC/),P an.: entertainment 
efforts. On the other hand, fear and apprehension remained high in the Bao 
Trai and eu Chi areas. Increased random firing by friandly troops provided 
ample evidence of this. The sound of 5:' cal. machine-gun fire (friendly) 
from two kilometers away- -directed away from Bao Trai and. apparently firing 
at nothing at all--was sufficient to create rapid mass flight from the provin­
cial headquarters compound (where a ,sywar show was being held on National 
Day)~ despite the province chiefl s presence and personal attempts to stop 
the exodus. Earlier the same day, the jodies of two military passengers shot 
out of a moving jeep near Duc Hanh B on t:le road between Bao Trai and eu 
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It was generally well-received - pariicularly t:1e MEDCJ'~.P an.: entertainment 
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Trai and Cu Chi areas. Increased random firins by friandly troops provided 
ample evidence of this. The sound of 5::' cal. machine-gun fire (friendly) 
from two kilometers away--directed away from Bao Trai and apparently firing 
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Chi in the late afternoon had teen left lying unrecovered--one apparently 
bled to death--for more than three hours, because no one dared to go 
back there and troops refused orders to do so until the Province Chief sent 
armored vehicles, which in turn loudly advertised their impending arrival 
(and revealed the state of their o~cupantl s minds) by firing at random near 
a populated area while still kilometers frvm ttleir target. An upswing in 
popular and GVN troop morale appeared to take place during the latter part 
of the month, but repeated VC propa:;;anda th: eats to overrun Bao Trai itself 
have been very effective and ther e is still consictera!Jle apprehension. 

The tie-up at t~le docks has ccntiJied tJ severely cu tail USO]\[ food ,.. 
distributions and inability of GVN to ?rocure tirl::!s on a timely basis, 
coupled with dearth of .:;omu.ercial delivery to this province. is hampering 
internal transportation of othe:;:' rnat0rials. However, most programs conti­
nue to show progress. Fifty elemc-ntary classrooms have been completed, 
seven are under construction, and only two are not yet started. The six 
secondary classrooms also are underway. Self-help continues to gain momen­
tum. The provine..:; claims 2.; =% oGligation of funds--which is somewhat 
exaggerated--but actu2.1 expc:;nditures are at the 5':% mark anc; are expected 
to double last year l S figure by the end of December. The biggest single 
obstacle to fulfillment of Fural Con.Jtruction Bud~et projects is failure of 
tn.e contractor to deliver rock for road construction. 
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GU ... DINH (26) 

There were no significant political trends noted during the month, but 
as reported last/month, the .tI,affic, situation is becoming critical. 

The security situation is worsenin;J. The Thn Duc District Chief and 
his assistant were killed on November 29. Four key bridges were blown 
along llighway 33. An estimated two tons of demolition were used by the 

I 
VC. A hamlGt chief of Binh Hung _hamlet was assassinated, Several clo.shee 
between the VN marines and VC at An Lac village occurred. 

Gia Dinh Provine·.; hae taken adI.C:.inistrative control over two districts 
in the Rung Sat area; now;:;ver; n:ilitary contro.!, remains unchanged. 

During the month" 21 pL,:rrJ.ii:s V'CCI.; iss:.lcd to merchants by the province 
for differeni; kin·:.s of enterprif,es .. among v,'h':'ch there are some important 
industries producing latrine equipm;:mt nud electric bulbs a~ Hoc Mon district 
and a pig rasing ce:lter 2.t Tan Bini! district. Basr::d upon a notice from the 
Department for Economy, Gia D1 nh Provin~e will 11ave 4JG motoroikes and 
43 sc<?oters for sale to consume:cs within the province. For the month of 
November .. the rice :cation distributed to Gia Dinh Province consisted of 
2, 2liO metric tons: in which there w~re 8Ga tons of Thailand rice .. 434 tons 
of red java and ethers, The Ttl~i1and ::ice is not liked by merchants because 
to its expensiveness and its poor quality compared with the Vietnamese rice. 
The PTice per Oll'::- 1J;) kilo bag of Thailand rice is &3::$; and 6,)3$ for Java. 
Condensed milk distribution in Gia Dinh consisted of 2,5,,)0 cases for the 
month. Official pric<:.: is IS. 5.)$ per can but people could only obtain w.ilk 
at the price of 22$ per can at black ma.rket prices. Food prices are relative­
ly stable. 

The Psy War Service has approval from the Gia Dinh Province Chief 
to publish a weekly magazine nam cd "GrA DINH". 

Leaflets distributed during the month consisted of 135~ J s~1eets 
appealing for the return of Qui Chanhs to the GVN cause. 

USOM supported programs~ such as school c:mstruction, etc. ~ are 
reported progressing satisfactorily. It is hoped that all school c::mstruction 
prJjects throughout the province will be completed by the end of 1985. 
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prJjects throughout the province will be completed by the end of 1965. 
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BIEN BOA (27) 

The political milieu of the province is increasingly enhanced by the 
effectiveness of the Province Chief and the Deputy of Administration. Dur;ing 
the month" for example" the Province Chief began weekly visits to remote 
areas of the province, staying overnight and thoroughly reviewing and res­
pond mg to the problems of the villagers. Accompanied by the Deputy for 
Administration, appropriate service chiefs and representatives from USOM 
and MACV" he mingled and talked with large numbers of villagers who had 
never been catered to before by any governmental authority. Sizable quanti­
ties of foodstuffs, literature" candy, Ire dical supplies" etc., were distributed 
in forays into the back muddy waters of Quang Xuyen and Nhon Trach Districts. 
Requests for dispensaries and classrooms, increased pig-chicken programs 
and other problems were treated favorably on the spot, if the circumstances 
so warranted. These trips were impressiVE: evidence of the provincef s in­
creasing sophisti :....tion and understanding of the pacification effort. 

The security situation is unchanged. The number of incidents 
remained at previous levels and areas of Viet Cong activity again centered 
in Long 'Dlanh District, south of the district town, near Route 15. The 
road was cut, taxes collected and bridges blown. In adjacent Nhon Trach 
District, previous patterns of harassment continued and to a lesser degree, 
in Di An District, The railroad was cut twice during the month in Duc Tu, 
this being the first time in recent months that it has been sabotaged. Else­
where, the province was q-uiet. 

The cost of food remained essentially stable. Rice prices range 
from 9$VN to 12$VN per kilo, with a lowering of the price of top grades. 
Pork prices remained constant" while chicken prices increased. The price 
of nuoc mam dropped and salt remained at previous levels, 6$VN per kilo. 
Charcoal advanced from 6. 5 to B$VN per kilo, paralleling the spiraling 
cost of building materials. 

The funding procedures which have hindered the self-help program 
were overcorre, reinvigorating that USOM program. American military 
units are building four of the province's funded classrooms. This stimulus 
found two contractors who have agreed to build the remaining thirty-seven. 
Education and agricultural programs and even public health have Im de headway. 
Overall, USOM supported programs are advancing well at the present. 
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remained at previous levels and areas of Viet Cong activity again centered 
in Long 'Dlanh District, south of the district town, near Route 15. The 
road was cut, taxes collected and bridges blown. In adjacent Nhon Trach 
District, previous patterns of harassment continued and to a lesser degree, 
in Di An District, The railroad was cut twice during the month in Duc Tu, 
this being the first time in recent months that it has been sabotaged. Else­
where, the province was quiet. 

The cost of food remained essentially stable. Rice prices range 
from 9$VN to 12$VN per kilo, with a lowering of the price of top grades. 
Pork prices remained constant, while chicken prices increased. The price 
of nuoc mam dropped and salt remained at previous levels, 6$VN per kilo. 
Charcoal advanced from 6. 5 to 8$VN per kilo, paralleling the spiraling 
cost of building materials. 

The funding procedures which have hindered th", self-help program 
were overcome, reinvigorating that USOM program. American military 
units are building four of the province's funded classrooms. This stimulus 
found two contractors who have agreed to build the remaining thirty-seven. 
Education and agricultural programs and even public health have rna de headway. 
Overall, USOM supported programs are advancing well at the present. 
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PHUOC TUY (28) 

The political situation in the province remained stable. during the month. 
The success of GVN forces at Kim Hail with an estimated 300 VC killed, has 
increased the balance in favor of the GVN. However, most of the population 
appears to be non -committal. 

The security situation also remains unchanged as a whole. Although 
certain sections along Route #15 are insecure the presence of the 33rd Ranger 
Battalion has a. positive, off-setting influence. 

The economic situation indicates an increased inflationary trend. The 
price of rice and vegetaDles remained stacIe but a sharp increase in pork 
prices was noted. Rice harvesting is not yet in full swing but some is under­
way. Controlled harvesting is being planned by district chiefs and will be 
effecti ve to a small degree; however, lack of troops and! or police are limiting 
factors. 

Increased GVN successes, especially at Kim Hai, improved the GVN 
psychological image. Control of the rice crop will be an extremely important 
factor in maintaining the improved psychological situation in the province. 

USOIv~-supported programs are progressing very satisfactorily, and 
as of mid-November approximately half of the Rural Reconstruction Budget 
was obligated. 
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price of rice and vegetaDles remained stable but a sharp increase in pork 
prices was noted. Rice harvesting is not yet in full swing but some is under­
way. Controlled harvesting is being planned by district chiefs and will be 
effective to a small degree; however, lack of troops and/or police are limiting 
factors. 

Increased GVN successes, especially at Kim Hail improved the GVN 
psychological image. Control of the rice crop will be an extremely important 
factor in maintaining the improved psychological situation in the province. 

USOIv~-supported programs are progreSSing very satisfactorily, and 
as of mid-November approximately half of the Rural Reconstruction Budget 
was obligated. 
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November 30, 1965 

VUNG TAU (SZ) (28A) 

The political, security, and psychological situations remain un­

changed. The economy continues to improve due to the high rate of con­

struction. The cost of living for the Vietnamese is inflationary and the 

trend continues upward. There is a !1eeci to alleviate this problem# not only 

in Vung Tau but nationally. Food prices continue to rise as nearly all food 

consumed must be imported into the area. 
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November 3 . ..;, 1965 

LONG ,AN (30) 

Electrical dct::mated mining incidents. outpost harassments, terror 
tactics and VC activities have increased over the previous month. A minor, 
in-effective road block wn.s set up on Route 4, in front of the My Yen school, 
November 22. Ti1ere are indications of increased activity for the coming 
months. 

N0tice of ti1e 1963 Buriget meeting held at III Corps was received by 
both 'f!>AACV n.nd the pr:>vince. USOM/Long lJ.n received no notice of the 
meetin;:;,', The Jnly budget guidelines received at this date are the Chieu Hoi 
guidelines and they were received after ti1e pr:>vincial review of the 1966 
Chieu I-bi bud,get. 

Overall pr':>gress in USOM supported programs is very satisfactory. 
The November Provincial Budget sh.Jws over fifty per cent of the 1965 budget 
has been spent and all but thre..:: millbn piasters of the 1965 prJgram has been 
Obligated. 

There has been no discernible change in the ,::>vernll political situation. 
Two small demonstrations against bombings and artillery firings were held, 
one at Cau Voi, Thu Thua District and the Jther at Tan Tru District Town. 
Both were easily dispersed and were reported to be VC-inspired. The 
Province Chief is aware of the political implications of the military operatioruj. 
especially bombings, at"1d is doing everything possible to avert serious pro­
blems in this area. 

The Provincial Council continues their impressive role as advisors to 
the Pr:>vince Chief and suo-ordinate officials on administrative and economic 
problems. The G:>uncil spons:>red a very successful fund r nfsing campaign 
this montn for the widows and .Jrphans of soldiers killed in action. 

Lon"" An Province is enjoying::me ::>f its greatest economic booms. Jobs 
",o;'e plentiful, salaries :lave increased, farm productbn is on the increase, 
and farmers arc receivinz ffi::>re br their pr::>ducts than ever Defore. The 
province is suffering little from the recent increase in living c:>sts: those 
profiting fa r outnumber th::>se who are sufferin1. 
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f,lov3mber 3;). 1965 

KONTUM (3) 

Major Nguy;:;: E::Jp Donn b~cam(; th..: :r;.;:;Vl Pr':)Vince Chief of Kontum 
on November 15. app8ZcrG t,) hnvE:: s.:>lid political backinJ from General 
Vinh Loc and Col:.:md PllUoc.'Jf t:1,-, 24th S:~,;:::ial Z:mc. His first week of 
work reveale:u a str .:>nii{ 5,ntclcst i.n ir:"pr ,Jving K)ntum's economic and mili­
tary posture. 

The s.ccuri(.: sitU::::tiOL lU.l1.aiilG 
October -- littls vt.::;t C'.:mg 2.e;tivit~i 
action by AhVl:! 2-1";., pI )ViLCc.::; tr Y.:>pc. 

Lack .:>f 

to that of September and 
::~o118iderabL aggre:ssive patrolling 

\:"c.:FlJmi~ program, ¥/hile 
tht roads to Pldku ['riel D.Y.:!.tc 1.;:; ~'..rx..:_!iE::d )cc:ac.i..::mnlly. only 2. modest 
amount of vital 3u!'JplLs ;:-Ean~[;<;;s tJ [,:,.(;t brough. At th", momsnt badly 
needed gasoline. dicsd .:>il, anj ri:.:::<..; are odng stoCK?ilcd in Pleiku for 
shipment t.) Kontn::ll in t~-;'8 ncar future.:. This will .:mly partially alleviate 
the power and f-JOG shortag-..;. C::mtinuous r.t.:.ove:nent of supplies is the only 
cure to tho::; economic ills in K.:>ntuIT:. 

The ric\:: narvE::st is nec::.ring cODpletioi1 and has been most satisfac­
tory. Large yields :-L;::ve resultE::d. giving m'Jst familieS a reserve food 
supply for tht camin.:?: l.:::-l:mths. V E::g8tablc growing is being encouraged 
wherever ~)ossibk as supplemental bod fJr the popuace. With no relief 
in sight to the transportation sh::ntage, supplemental food production is 
essBntial. 

Thl: movoment ::>f conmen::.ial trucks and buses betw2(:n Pleiku and 
DakT J enabl.:::s SlT.l.2cll ~Yl(;;rchants to keep a fairly good supply of goods on 
hand in their shops -- cL:r'ch, food. drInks, :1ardware items, and paper goods. 
These vehicles. however, must pay a Viet Cong tax to enjoy trJ.s privilege. 
It is accepted as pc~rt :)f life in ihis area - - there is little grumbling about it. 

TtlB population, b)t.h rural and urban, appears to support the provin­
cial governmc:nt. Th(; intensity of support and friendliness is directly 
proportional to the pr::Jximity -:::>f the ;copl<.; to i{ontum City, DakTo, and 
the outlying outposts ~)f Dak P.:.k cnd Plateau Gi. ThC:T8 is no evidence of a 
general fear of th<.: Viet ::ong as long rlS L'SVN and pr:)vince units are 
stationed in the 8.rca. Tbis gives supp::>rt to USOM's contention that the 
provincial gov;;;rnment - - though not strong- - is fairly cffccti ve in holding the 
confidence of the population. The: difference in the outlook of the populace, 
from the fearful days of July to the present confidence in the security, is 

..... I 
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KONTUM (cont'd) 

pronounced. The pr.:wincc, however, should not relax as it is felt a few 
significant aggressive actions by the Viet 2Qng could quickly wipe away 
this shallow sense of s(::curity. 

USOM prJ grams are bcin.=; hurt by the lack of logistical support 
and by ineffectiveness of thiJ techl1ical service cadre and chiefs. The new 
Province Chief, in his initial trips to .. :mtlying areas, detected the lack of 
determined work by his cadres and criticized It strongly. The USOM 
Province Representative and Sector j.,.dvisor wore heartened by this attitude. 
(USOM/Konturn is proposing to the Pr·;)viI1cc Chief to call into Kontum City 
all 0f its cadre and service chiefs hr a conference. At this conference 
it is the plan to dcHv..:r lectures and hold discussion sessions wh.::rein 
important spe2.kers, such as th(; Province Chief, Province Representative, 
Sector Advisor. R..::gion II technical advisors. and possibly Saigon person­
alities, can instill in the cadre a greatE:r awareness of their rnission and 
also acquaint them with the vast resources available to them through USOM 
and its personnel). 

While USOM is attempting to construct a refugee center at DakTo. 
twelve classrooms in various bcations, and also keep vital programs such 
as the agriculture. animal husbandry. education. and health program going. 
the effort will not succeed unless more supplies to support these activiti-es 
are moved into Kontum. To date USOM/Kontum has not been able to even 
procure the required list of goods which were to be shipped for refugees. 
Unless this movement of goods improves. USOM work will be limited 
severely. 
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November 30, 1965 

BINH DINR (7) 

The long simmering friction betwe(;n pr:>vincial officials and the 
Catholic hiera.rchy was :;reatly r(;ouced f.Jl1::>wing a series of mE:etings 
chaj~ed by the USON:- Ezpresentative. ThL major factor in the problem had 
been over handling and distributiorl of rdugee commodities. A Catholic 
grcup calling themselves "T\venty 'J.'h.:::uso..nd Qui Nhon RefugeBs" recently 
released two differ(;nt le2.f1ets denouncing the pr:)Vincial government for 
corruption and mi&rne.aagerneHt. The problem was climaxEd by the visit to 
Qui Nhon of two Cath")lic HGlicf SQ!'vice ·:>fficials. Henceforth, cns will 
not send refugee rcli:::f supplies t.J BinL Dinh; inste:aJ USOM will provide 
appropriate sup)lL:::s. If ::Jeh;T S:);.lrC01:; ssnd ['u;Jplics, thc:ir distribution 
will bE:: coordinated thr:)ugtl a Rdu2C0 C:)mnlittE.C: whicL .includes the Pro­
vince Chief, US:)M EepresenrGtiv(;, Se.:tJl'Ldv:..soJ:·, leader ,::>f Catholic, 
Bud chist :>.nd r")testant gr .)Ups. uscr,!.: is ex(:cutive agent of the committee. 
A new program unda!' w11ich ens is providlllg food to RF / P F dependents will 
be handled by a second s~.ecial c")mmittee which includes the Province Chief, 
USOM Rpresentative, MI,.CV Secbr Advisors and leaders of Catholic, Buddhist .. 
Protestant, ARVN and RF/PF dL:':'THmts. The USOM Provincial Representative 
will again be cxecutiv0 officer ,~nd hardle recdpt# storage and distribution 
in accordance with the special c::Jm::nittee distribution plan. CRS will conti-
nue to supply Catholic activities, suc.il as the leprosarium, convents# orphan­
ages, etc. This 'i.fill be hfudled c:ntirdy by Church officials. 

Ther.::: has b",en a rapi buildup ,)f VC forCeS, especially during the 
latter part of this r0porting per iod. Reports indicate the presence of new 
no:.. thern Viet C:>ng units with Chicom advisors. There has been a consi­
derable increase in VC attacks in c:ompany and battalion sized units. 
Highway 1 between Phu 'fly and Hoai Nhon has teen cut by the VC most of 
the month and 'oetw;:;en F;:m Cat and Phu r.;:y frequently for periods of one to 
two days. It appC::lrs that t11e VC will launch the IOl-g -awaited monsoon 
attack soon, concentrating on HOEli Nhon and Hoai An in the north" and sending 
major- forCeS agz..inst Binh Khc, Phu Cat and Phu My via routes of attack 
along the north-south mountain axis. 

The economy continues to flourish# shops are full of commodities and 
job opportunities continue to provide employment for all who want to work. 
Inflation continues to be a l)roblenl, increasing at approximately 3%. High 
wages and the increased c.'::'illand for labor by US military units are creating 
problems for local government. For exar.-:pl€# pr:>vince cannot get drivers 

..... I 
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wages and the increased c':"Jland for labor by US military units are creating 
problems for local government. For cxaL:.ple, pr:)Vince cannot get drivers 

..... I 
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BINH DINH (cont' d) 

to work f:Jr 2, 5,JG$V:N per month because: tl1CY eanmake mJre working for 
the US military em less skilled j'.Jos. The ~ri e rice is down approximately 
30$VN per 100 kilo bag from last r:::mth's re:ported price. Over 5,000 bags 
of provincial imiJOrted :dce is ab.:)ard 3ni;;:: in ~ui Nhon harbour .. but un­
loading is being delayed f::>::::' several weeks because of tha sh'.Jrtage of lighter­
ing vessels. 

Ivleetings betwC)el~ tl1e Provinee Chief .. the USOM Hepresentative and 
.1};;!.e 1.\flACV Sector Advisor with Catholic and Buddhist leaders indicate that 
~ 2settlement :::>f Qui Nhon refugees into GVN s..:::cur~d areas will be expedited. 
The key to the pro!JldL is security. However, rdugees are indicating an 
incrE:asing interest ir~ gJlnt, back to their fJ.llthr e villages. 

A rr:a jo fae!::>r in USOIVi -supPJded ~:::!"ograms has been the: reapproval 
of the Self Help fund to support rese:ttlement and civic action activities. A 
major effort has been the receipt and distribution of 14, OOG bags of bulgur 
and a large volume of tools and equipment to distri<i/headquarters and refugee 
centers. Max Sinkl.;;!' (IVS) has been actively c'Jordinating on the pig-corn 
program and seed development proj(:cts. Closer c·.,ordination is being im­
plemented with ROK units and a large quantity of supplies, including tools, 
equipment and materials .. l1ave been turned over to the ROK! G-5. 

, 

BINH DINH (cont' d) 

to work f::>:1: 2~ 5JG$Vl'·J per m0nth because i:1CY canmakt m:Jre working for 
the US militClry an less sldlled jabs. The pri e rice is down approximately 
30$VN per 100 kilo bag from 18.st 1:::JnV1l S r.:::p:::nted price. Over 5~ 000 bags 
of provincial ir.:rported lice is aboard 311i;; in G:;..ui Nh0n harb:.mr., but U'i1-

bading is being delayed b:::' several weeks because :Jf the sh:Jrtage :Jf lighter­
ing vessels. 

Ivleetings betw<:)ei~ tl1e Pr:Jvince Chief., the USOM Representative and 
. (l;}e NlACV Sector Advisor with Catholic and Buddhist leaders indicate that 
'l' ~settlement :Jf Qui Nh,:m refuge(.;s iniJ GVN s-:::cur~d areas will be expedited. 
The key to the probl;:;m is security. E')w0ver, refugees are indicating an 
incrE:asing interest iL 2pln[;, b2.ck to their rlative villages. 

A rm j02 f2.ciJr in USOIVi -supp:nted )2:ograms has been the reapproval 
of the Self Help fund to support resdtlernent and civic action activities. A 
major effort has l;een the receipt and distribution of 14,000 bags of bulgur 
and a large v,)lume of tJo18 and equipment t;) distridhleadquarters and refugee 
centers. Max Sinkler (IVS) has Deen actively caordinating on the pig-corn 
program and seed devebpment proji.:;:cts. Closer coordination is being im­
plemented with ROK units and a large quantity of supplies, including tools, 
equipment and materials., l1ave been turned ;)ver to the ROK! G-5. 



November 30. 1965 

PLEIKU (8) 

There havebeen no significant political events in Pleiku Province 
during the month. and no noticeable changes in popular attitudes. The heavy 
losses inflicted on the VC by elements of the US First (Airmobile) Cavalry 
Division and ARVN troops have certainly demonstrated the Government's 
capability in dealing with massive VC forces. but have not essentially, 
changed the security situation or related popular attitudes. 

The military operations which began at Plei Me in October. and 
which later saw the US First (Ai:;:'mobile) Cavalry Division and elements of 
the ARVN Airborne cmd Marines in 8.ctLm throughout the western portion of 
the province have now t(;YLninated. The results of the opera~6n were 2!n 
estimated total of 3.300 to 4. GOO VC killed in action. Despite thEJ,Se great 
losses. the PA VN infiltration is now so great (estimated at 2. 500 per month) 
that it is generally considered that no fundameatal change in the security 
situation has occurred. Indeed. Pleiku Province must still expect large­
scale attacks on CrDG camps. district headquarters and even the province 
capital itself. 

Route 19 was militarily secured from t Jvember 9-30. Unfortunately. 
Pleiku was only able to take partial advange of the situation. Rice brought 
up during this period totalled 860 tons. or little. over one month's require­
ment; two months' supply was the greatest amount brought in. The problem 
was one of insufficient supplies in QuiNhon. or. in the case of rice. delays 
in off-loading a ship already in the harbor. If Route 19 is to be opened more 
frequently in the future. as is expected. Pleiku must arrange for a steady 
buildup of supplies in QuiJ\il1on so that maximum use may be made of the 
clearing operations. 

FLgures on this month's rice harvest are not yet available, 'While 
it is not expected that rnuch. if any. of the rice will reach the market. a 

.'- good harvest should reduce the number of people dependent upon commercial 
stooks for the next several months. 

Although the number of refugees increased to a cumulative total of . 
13.904. 835 of these received their first resettlement benefits and are now 
beginning to construct their ntW homes. If resettlement plans (1.000 fami­
lies in 1965 budget; 1,000 famiEes submitted i-:Jr 1966 budget) advance at a 
rapid r8:te. this major social problem confronting the province will be well on 
its way to solution. 
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PLEIKU (8) 

There havebeen no significant political events in Pleiku Province 
during the month, and no noticeable ehanges in popular attitudes. The heavy 
losses inflicted on the ve by elements 'Jf the US FIrst (Airmobile) Cavalry 
Division and ARVN troops have certainly demonstrated the Government's 
capability in deali:lg with massive VC forces, but have not essentially, 
changed the security situation or related popular attitudes. 

The military operations which began at Plei Me in October, and 
which later saw the US First (Ail'mobile) Cavalry Division and elements of 
the ARVN Airborne and Marines in ncti::m t hrough::mt the western portion of 
the province have now t(;r:tuinated. The results of the opera1i-on were s:n 
estimated total of 3, sao to 4,000 VC killed in action. Despite th~e great 
losses, the PA VN infiltration is now so great (estimated at 2, 500 per month) 
that it is generally considered that no fundameatal change in the security 
situation has occurred. Indeed, Pleiku Province must still expect large­
scale attacks on eIDa camps, district headquarters and even the province 
capital itself. 

Route 19 was militarily secured from r Jvember 9 - 30. Unfortunately. 
Pleiku was only able to take partial advange of the situation. Rice brought 
up during this period totalled 860 tons. or little, over one month's require­
ment; two months' supply was the greatest amount brought in. The problem 
was one of insufficient supplies in QuiNhon, or, in the case of rice, delays 
in off-loading a ship already in the harbor. If Route 19 is to be opened more 
frequently in the future, 0.8 is expected, Pleiku must arrange for a steady 
buildup of supplies in Quil\"'hon so that maximum use may be made of the 
clearing operations. 

FLgures on this month's rice harvest are not yet available. While 
it is not expected that much. if any, of the rice will reach the market, a 
good harvest should reduce the number of people dependent upon commercial 
stocks for the next several months. 

Although the numbel~ of refugees increased to a cumulative total of . 
13.904, 835 of these received their first resettlement benefits and are now 
beginning to construct their nGW homes. If resettlement plans (1,000 fami­
lies in 1965 budget; 1, 000 fRIYliEes submitted f-:)r 1,966 budget) advance at a 
rapid r8:te, this major social problem confronting the province will be well on 
its way to solution. 
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PLEIKU (cont' d) 

Additional delays to the 1935 hamlet school program were caused 
in the first part of the month due to the impossibility of finding a contractor 
able to work within the 50~ OOO$VN limit. The arrival of USOM Operational 
Memorandum 137-65 on November 18 provided a solution to that problem. 
Bids for all 35 schools will be opened on December I, with the stipulation 
that work be compated by the Fi;;bruary 28. 

With the beginnings of refugee resettlement this month, USOM hopes 
to gradually reduce its role on refugee relief to the benefit of refugee reloca­
tion which is expected to be a major activity in the coming months. 

The spezdy adoptbn elf the 1933 paCification budget, if carried out, 
will mean USOM can anticipate an ('.ciive pro~ram from the very start of 
next year. 
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PLEIKU (cont' d) 

Additional delays to the 1965 hamlet school program were caused 
in the first part of the month due to the impossibility of finding a contractor 
able to work within the 50, OOO$VN limit. The arrival of USOM Operational 
Memorandum 137-65 on November 18 provided a solution to that problem. 
Bids for all 35 schools will be::>pened on December I, with the stipulation 
that work be compated by the February 23. 

With the beginnings of refugee resettlement this month, USOM hopes 
to gradually reduce its role on refugee relief to the benefit of refugee reloca­
tion which is expected to be a major activity in the coming months. 

The spe3dy adoption :Jf the 1933 ps.cification budget, if carried out, 
will mean USOM can anticipate an activE progr'am from the very start of 
next year. 



November 30, 1985 

PHD BON (9) 

The formation of the Provincial Council in 1965 has proven to be a 
big step in strengthening the prSlvincial government. The Chairman of the 
Council is an elderly citizen who is highly respected. and he maintains 
close contact with the population~ The Province Chief realizes this and 
utilizes the Chairman in a wise manner. However, the Provincial Council 
could be more effective if the Montagnard members of the Council took an 
active part in the meetings. Thus far the Montagnard members exist in 
name only. Although most of the provincial officials are Budd~ists, there 
is no indication of political favoritism extended to the Buddhists,. and because 
of the small population, there is no observable evidence of political maneu­
vering between religiOUS groups. There are no large organized groups of 
students within the provinCe that could create or cause political disturbances. 

During the latter hal of the reporting period there was an increase 
in the number of VC incidents. Trucks traveling Inter-Provincial Route 7 
have been "hijacked of all goods and in one case of total of 39, OOOVN$ was 
taken from passengers and a bus driver. Two civilians were severely wound 
wounded by sniper fire traveling in an area that is classified as secure. 
Military operations resulted in insignificant gains of areas previously lost 
of the VC. 

During the month of November sixteen percent more goods arrived 
in the province as compared to the previous month. However. during the 
last week of November Route 7 was cut off again by the VC and any attempt 
to bring goods in was prevented by the ve. If this condition prevails in 
December the economic crisis will deepen. There is still no commercial 
intercourse between the province capital and Phu -Tue District. All shops 
in this area ate closej. and the aircraft allotted to resupply this district are 
highly inadequate. Phu-Tuc should receive a minimum requirement of forty 
tons of food supplies per month but have been averaging only ten to fiftean 
tons per month. From all indications it looks as though the local rice harvest 
has been very favorable. However, with the lViontagnard maintaining a self 
subsistence type of economy very little: if any, of this rice will be sold. 
This will result in continuing the air shipments of rice into the province. 
Overall, the pr: ces in the local market decreased to a point lower than they 
have been in the last five months. However, unless Routes7 and 14 are reopened 
the situation for next month will show an exceptional rise in prices. 
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PHU BON (9) 

The formation of the Provincial Council in 1965 has proven to be a 
big step in strengthening the pr::>vincial government. The Chairman of the 
Council is an elderly citizen who is highly respected, and he maintains 
close contact with the population: The Province Chief realizes this and 
utilizes the Chairman in a wise manner. However, the Provincial Council 
could be more effective if the Montagnard members of the Council took an 
active part in the meetings. Thus far the Montagnard members exist in 
name only. Although most of the provincial officials are Budd.qists, there 
is no indication of political favoritism extended to the Buddhists, and because 
of the small population, there is no observable evidence of PQlit{cal maneu­
vering betv/een religious groups. There are no large organized groups of 
students within the province that could create or cause political disturbances. 

During the latter hal of the repQrting period there was an increase 
in the number of VC incidents. Trucks traveling Inter-Pro vincial Route 7 
have been 'hijacked of all goods and in one case of total of 39, OOOVN$ was 
taken from passengers and a bus driver. Two civilians were severely wound 
wounded by sniper fire traveling in an area that is classified as secure. 
Military operations resulted in insignificant gains of areas previously lost 
of the VC. 

During the month of November sixteen percent more goods arrived 
in the province as compared to the previous month. However, during the 
last week of November Route 7 was cut off again by the VC and any attempt 
to bring goods in was prevented by the VC. If this condition prevails in 
December the economic crisis will deepen. There is still no commercial 
intercourse between the province capital and Phu-Tuc District. All shops 
in this area are clo sed and the aircraft allotted to resupply this district are 
highly inadequate. Phu-Tuc should receive a minimum requirement of forty 
tons of food su.pplies per month but have been averaging only ten to fifteen 
tons per month, From all indications it looks as though the local rice harvest 
has been very favorable. However, with the lVi.ontagnard maintaining a self 
subsistence type of economy very little; if any, of this rice will be sold. 
This will result in continuing the air shipments of rice into the province. 
Overall, the pr~ ces in the local market decreased to a point lower than they 
have been in the last five months. However, unless RoutES7 and 14 are reopened 
the situation for next month will show an exceptional rise in prices. 
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PHD BON (cont' d) 

The provincial playground continues to be the focal point for social 
events. Generated fron: these events is the needed competitive spirit which 
the Vietnamese lack. The Province Chief has used the playgoound as a 
psychological instrument to get the various military groups in the province 
to work together. In short, it is believed that "more is being accomplished 
than just playing the game". Also during the reporting period a group of 
girls came in from Pleiku to entertain the local troops. It was the first show 
of this type and all performances were met with enthusiastic responses. In 
addition a group of military youth came from Pleiku and put on demonstra­
tions at the playground. 

All school construction should oe completed by December 11, This 
is the third year in a row that all programmed schools were completed. 
The addition to the provincial ho~pital and the construction of a new MEDCAP 
dispensary is held up due to the lack of cement. DSOM/Public Works techni­
cians visited the province during the reporting period and attempted to move 
some equipment that has been inoperative for three years. Assistance from 
DSOM/ Agriculture and Health Divisions has been negligible. 
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The provincial playground continues to be the focal point for social 
events. Generated fron: these events is the needed competitive spirit which 
the Vietnamese lack. The Province Chief has used the playgoound as a 
psychological instrument to get the various military groups in the province 
to work together. In short, it is believed that "more is being accomplished 
than just playing the game". Also during the reporting period a group of 
girls came in from Pleiku to entertain the local troops. It was the first show 
of this type and all performances were met with enthusiastic responses. In 
addition a group of military youth came from Pleiku and put on demonstra­
tions at the playground. 

All school construction should be completed by December 11. This 
is the third year in a row that all programmed schools were completed. 
The addition to the provincial ho~pital and the construction of a new MEDCAP 
dispensary is held up due to the lack of cement. USOM/Public Works techni­
cians visited the province during the reporting period and attempted to move 
some equipment that has been inoperative for three years. Assistance from 
USOM/ Agriculture and Health Divisions has been negligible. 
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November 3:;, 1935 

P3:U YEN (:0) 

There has o~en no significant chnnge in the politicd situation. The 
VC organized demonstrntions agninst AE VN' s artillery shooting nnd air 
strikes, but the demonstrators were mostly children and women; nnd, in 
all cases, the locnl Friendly Forces successfully dispzrsed these demons­
trators peacefully. The GVN, on the othzr hand. gave priority assistance 
to refugees and wounded victims of militnry operations. In addition, pro­
grammed activities undE::r the Ru:::al P.econstruction Flan hnve bezn pursued 
in secure areas of the province. 

The security situation ~1as continuously deteriorated due to in-::rensE::d 
VC activities. Hieu-Xuong District Headquarters is the only district head­
quarters freely accessible by road. Moreover. the FA VN units operating in 
the province hD.ve made additionnl cuts in roads thnt were nlready impassable 
and have destroyed addi~'::':lnal spans of previously damaged bridges; thus, 
road travel has become increaSingly hazardous. During the current report­
ing period, for instance, a two-bn:talion AEVN force had to fight its way 
through a multi-battalion VC force t::> reac::. Tuy-An. Then, on Novemb~r 23, 
the downtown area of the provincinl capital (Tuy- Foa) was SUbjected to mor­
tar attack by the VC for t~1e first time. This incident killed five an-i wounded 
ten non-comi:>at~_. civilians. 

There has been an additionnl increase in the prices :)f consumer goods 
due to interdicted roads and unfavora!:>le sea travel. Although the recent 
rice harvest has contributed a lot in enabling the average citizen maintain 
a modest means of livelihood. it is fenred that the prolonged strife !:>etween 
the VC and AF VN, for -ery obvious reasons, would adversely affect the 
<::conomic stability of the province. 

The persistent increase in the number of refugees migr-.. t be interpreted 
as an i.ndex of people's growing dissatisfaction over VC domination. More­
over. a reliable source disclosed that the VC imposed heD.vy taxes on riCe 
crops and forced the yout~1 to engage in active ~ilitary sc:rvicc. Considerin~ 

these developments, therefore, it appears that the socio -psychological situa­
tion has favored ,-~Vl'L 

It has been observed that progreE:s was rat!1er slow in the implem;;;nt~.- ~ 

tion of the USOlV.-supported programs. This may De attributed to the follow­
ing reasons: {l) unfavorable weather conditions, (2) inc} eased VC activities 
and (3) inadequacy of construction materials. In s;?ite of these limitations, 
however, no effort was Epar-ed to marE~1all all available resources on hane 
and utilize same in c2.rrying out the objectives of the program. 
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P9:U YEN (:CJ) 

There has Deen no significant change in the politicd situation. The 
VC organized demonstr;:::tions ;:::gainst AE VN' s artillery shooting and air 
strikes. but the demonstrators were mostly children and women; and. in 
all cases, the local Friendly Forces successfully dispersed these demons­
trators peacefully. The GV"N. on the other hand, gave priority assistance 
to refugees and wounded victims of militnry operations. in addition, pro­
grammed nctivities und(::I' the Ru:::-d Eeconstruction Flan h['ve been pursued 
in secure areas of thE:; p:covince. 

The security situ;:::tion :18.S continuously deteriorated due to inc:reased 
VC activities. Hieu-Xuong District Headquarters is the only district head­
quarters freely accessible by road. Moreover, the PAVN units operating in 
the province hD.ve made additional cuts in roads that were already impassable 
and have destroyed addt:':':.nal spans of previously damaged bridges; thus. 
road travel has become incrensingly hnzar-dous. During the CUr:i~ent report­
ing pl;;)riod, for instance. a two-bn:talion AEVN force had to fight its way 
through a multi-battalion VC force t::> reac:l Tuy-An. Then. on November 23. 
the downtown area of the provincial capital (Tuy-Eoa) was SUbjected to mor­
tar attack by the VC for ti1e first time. This incident killed five an·i wounded 
ten non-comi.Jat~_, civilinns. 

There has been an additional increase in the prices of consumer goods 
due to interdicted roads and unfavorable sea travel. Although the recent 
rice harvest has contributed a lot in enabling the average citizen maintain 
a modest means of livelihood, it is feared thnt the prolonged strife ~etween 
the VC and AI<. VN, forery obvious re;:::sons, would adversely clfect the 
economic stability of the province. 

The persistent increase in the number of refugees migrit be interpreted 
as an index of people's growing dissatisfaction over VC domination. More­
over, a reliable source disclosed that the VC imposed heo.vy taxes on riCe 
crops and forced the yout~l to engage in active rr..i1itary s\::rvice. Considerin~ 

these developments, therefore, it appears that the socio-psychologicd situa­
tion has fe.vored ,~VN. 

It has been observed that progre8s was rather slow in the implemdnt1:',- "­
tion of the USOIV>su?ported pragrams. This me.y oe attributed to the follow­
ing reasons: (1) unfavorable weather conditions, (2) inc I €;ased VC activities 
ancl. {3} inadequacy of com:truction materials. In s?ite of taese limitations. 
however, no effort wn8 spared to mar8~lall all .:.vailable resources on hane 
<:2nd utilize same in carrying out the objectives of the progrnm. 

• 



November 30 .. 1965 

DARLAC (11) 

The FULRO problem continues to represent a challenge to GVN political 
effort within the province. An acrelerated psychological warfare effort was 
directed this past month against the Montagnard ethnic group in an attempt 
to win back the allegiance of FULRO suppo !'terse 

The continued shortage of government rice in province along with 
the high prices of locally grown rice is causing some dissension among the 
people and a feeling of less confidence in the GVN. 

There have oeen no definite changes in the security situation over last 
month. All main routes in and out the province still continue to be subjected 
to VC taxation and interdiction, During this reporting period# due to the lack 
of military operations, no commodities carr..e into the province via road. 

During the reporting period# 453 tons of rice were received via USOM 
aircraft for the Ministry of Economics, This rice is to be sold at the con­
trolled price of 10. 02 per kilo. At present locally grown rice is selling for 
30VN$ per kilo. This, of course# is relatively high. The Province Chief 
would like: to stop its eall; at 8U(;,h an inflated price, but fears local growers 
will discontinue bringing rice to market l thereby making the rice situation 
more critical. The province uses approximately 40 tons of rice a day. USOM 
has airlifted between 18 and 30 tons every day for the past three meeks, but 
this still does not meet the basic requirements. 

No USOM commodities were received during the month either by air' 
or road. Shortages of gasoline, kerosene and oil still exist. 

There has Jeen a deterioration of morale due to high prices of commo­
dities and lack of rice. Mr. De Cou of JUSPAO reports numerous leaflet -
drops directed towards the €Lamy resulting in 36 Quy Chanh (returnees) for 
the month of November. An information program with movies and reading 
rooms also was started at the Chieu - Hoi eenter. 

During this period sixteen of twenty classrooms allotted for fiscal year 
1965 were started. By the end of the year, all twenty will have been started 
and all will be completed within a ninety day period. The first class from the 
Montagnard Agrriculture Training Center was graduated and the second class 
will graduate December 6, 1955. The provincial warehouse and provincial 
garage should be started by the end of the year. Numerous cinva-ram bricks 
have been made in preparation of these two projects. 
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The FULRO problem continues to represent a challenge to GVN political 
effort within the province. An ac:relerated psychological warfare effort was 
directed this past month against the Montagnard ethnic group in an attempt 
to win back the allegiance of FULRO suppo rters. 

The continued shortage of government rice in province along with 
the high prices of locally grown rice is causing some dissension among the 
people and a feeling of less confidence in the GVN. 

There have been no definite changes in the security situation over last 
month. All main routes in and out the province still continue to be subjected 
to VC taxation and interdiction. During this reporting period, due to the lack 
of military operations, no commodities came into the province via road. 

During the reporting period, 453 tons of rice were received via USOM 
aircraft for the Ministry of Economics. This rice is to be sold at the con­
trolled price of 10.02 per kilo. At present locally grown rice is selling for 
30VN$ per kilo. This, of course, is relatively high. The Province Chief 
would like to stop its cal\..; at 8u~b an inflated price~ but fears local growers 
will discontinue bringing rice to market~ thereby making the rice situation 
more critical. The province uses approximately 40 tons of rice a day. USOM 
has airlifted between 18 and 3a tons every day for the past three meeks, but 
this still does not meet the basic requirements. 

No USOM commodities were received during the month either by air' 
or road. Shortages of gasoline, kerosene and oil still exist. 

There has Jeen a deterioration of m.orale due to high prices of commo­
dities and lack of rice. Mr. De Cou of JUSPAO reports numerous leaflet -
drops directed towards the er.amy resulting in 36 Quy Chanh (returnees) for 
the month of November. An information program with movies and reading 
rooms also was started at the Chieu-Hoi center. 

During this period sixteen of twenty classrooms allotted for fiscal year 
1965 were started. By the end of the year, all twenty will have been started 
and all will be completed within a ninety day period. The first class from the 
Montagnard Agrriculture Training Center was graduated and the second class 
will graduate December 6, 1965. The provincial warehouse and provincial 
garage should be started by the end of the ye ar. Numerous cinva -ram bricks 
have been made in preparation of these two projects. 



KHANH HOA (12) November 30, 1965 

Th;:; GVN hE.8 ad-ranced its cause du:ring this reporting period. Two 
villages were retaKen alld the population was resettled. This was due prima­
rily to tIle s:rong leadp.rship of Major Hung, the Province Chief. He person­
nally ;'~sued cor .. 1mcditiea to the families that were resettled. 

Gene::ally', the security situation remained unchanged during November. 
Minor VC activities are a problem. A bridge was blown one kilometer from 
Nha. Trang and there WHS a platoon-sized attack on a hamlet in Ninh Hoa Dis­
trict. The VC scored very well in this attack, due primarily to the poor 
l'eaction of friendly forces. 

Th8 Vietnamese are bJ?:rr::dng the rise in the cost of living on the 
presence of th~ Americans in the area. The USOM Representative concurs 
that US Forces :>.re contributing to thiG problem by renting houses at ten 
times the rrorrnal cost" by the solciie.'~' s spending his money on the local market, 
and RMK hiring labors at twice the normal rate; however, it is felt that the 
heart of the probJ.2m lies in the fact t .. :.at the population of Nha Trang has in­
creased by 15, 000 ill the last four inonths without any increase in the amount 
of food entering the city. An information pr: -am will be started advising 
the people of the proble:::n and. wllat action the GVN intends to take. 

The morale of the pro pIe appears to be improving daily. Two factors 
3.re involved: first; the lack of VC activities, and second, the improvement 
jn p!'ovinc::'a~ leadership. There is still the normal fear of the VC that anyone 
has for a thief or a b~:.ndi.t, 

There '."/2.8 an increase in the issue of most USOM commodities during 
November, The hamlet E:chool program has started and it is expected to be 
completed by 28 r2bruar~T with tl>J..::ty school classrooms. Th~.~:1gs are moving 
in thi3 provi.nce and the Prov Rep is certa.in that the trend will continue. 
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Th::: GVN hc:~8 ad-'ancea. its cause during this reporting period. Two 
villa.ges were retaKen aEd the population was resettled. This was due prima­
rily to the s:rong leadership of Major Hung, the Province Chief. He person­
nally :'~sued cor.lmcditien to the families tha~ were resettled. 

Gene!'ally: the security situation remained unchanged during November. 
Minor VC activities are a problel"H, A bridge was blown one kilometer from 
Nhe. Trang and there \vas a platoon-sized attack on a hamlet in Ninh Hoa Dis­
trict. The VC scored very well in this attack, due primarily to the poor 
i'eaction of friendly forces. 

Th8 Vietnamese are b1?ming the rise in the cost of living on the 
presence of :11-:; Ame!'icans in the area. The USOM Representative concurs 
that US Forces o.re contributing to thio problem by renting houses at ten 
times the no Hnal cost. by the soldieJ~' s spending his money on the local market, 
and RMK hiring labors 3.t twice the normal rate; however, it is felt that the 
heart of the problem lies in the fact L.at the population of Nha Trang has in­
creased by 15,000 iZl the last four months without any increase in the amount 
of food entering the city, An information pI': 'am will be started advising 
the people of the proble::n anel what action the GVN intends to take. 

The morale of th~ pro pIe appears to be improving daily. Two factors 
are involved: first; the lack of VC activities, and second, the improvement 
.in p!'ovinc:al leadership. There still the normal fear of the VC that anyone 
has for .J. thief or a b;o.nd5.L 

There ... ·/2.8 an increase in the issue of most USOM commodities during 
November, The hamlet ['chool program has started and it is expected to be 
completed by 28 r2t.ru.ar~r with thi.::ty school classrooms. Th~.~:1gs are moving 
in thi3 provi.nce and the Pr"o'\! Rep is certain that the trend will continue. 
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November 30. 1965 

NINH THUAN (: 3) 

There is very little political 'feeling r2flected by the people in the 
province, nor will there be much until one of the pre -ent leaders becomes 
better known. or a strong dynamic leader err.e rges on a national basis. 

The l(;lst Air Brigade recently arrived in the province, with one 
of their functions the provision of security for airport construction. No 
change in security has y2t been noted; however USOM and GVN personnel 
now travel the roads at greater risk when without escort. The Korean 
Battalion has left the province. 

The price of all ,:;ommodities has risea. There are no real shortages, 
but Americans are paying hig:-.ler p:dces for both food and non-food 
commodities. In addition, the cost of lab:>r has risen sharply because many 
people have been employed for airport construction for much higher wages 
than normal. 

Flood and drought during the past year hurt economic progress in 
this province, especially in the agricultural iield. Economic setbacks have 
been particularly acute in the Cham district of An Phuoc and in Montagnard 
hamlets. A recent serious disease outbreak on rice, coupled with some 
flooding, reduced the ricE; yield to apprQximately one-half in some of the 
hamlets south and west of Phan Rang. most of which are Cham. However, 
the potential is prese~lt for tremendous agricultural production and develop­
ment and farmers now p:.ases greater technical knowledge in regard to such 
things as the use of fertilizers and insecticides. Providing there Cl.re no 
serious natural calamities, and with the completion of the Phan Eang irriga­
tion project, considerable hope is held for 1936. 

There is gradual but steady progress in the people's attitude in favor 
of the GVN. coupled by optimism in winning the war. There is also a grow­
ing consciousness on tne part of the rural popu.lation of the concerted GVN 
and Allied effort to better living conditions and to establish rural security. 
This is attributed to the sincere attention demonstrated by the Pro vince Chief 
towards the rural population. especially the very poor and VC victims.. in his 
regular hamlets visits and social welfare activities; increased capability and 
effectiveness (even though limited by strict goverLment controls and out-of-
date programs and procedures.> of the district chiefs and majority of the services 
in solving problems in rural areas; on a concerted rural reconstruction! civic! 
action! psywar program; and increased military success out of province along 
with increased US military strength in province. 

. .... I 
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NINH THUAN (conti d) 

On the negative side is the demoralizing effect higher prices have 
had on many people, especially government employees. There also appears 
to be concern for the high number of people (Vietnamese) oeing killed in 
the war, which has to be attributed to the increased American effort in 
the war. 

Cement shortages have hurt the progress of USOM supported programs 
during the past month, particularly the Self-Help Program. Also construc­
tion was stopped on the 4&,000, OOO$VN irrigation project by the Japanese 
contractor because of no cement. 

Several requests have been made fo:!:' pipe for drinking water systems, 
but there has been little response. At least four projects could be implemented 
if pipe could be made available. 
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November 3;), 1965 

TUYEN DUC (14) 

Little political disturbance has rippled the surface recently. The 
increased prices ·,)f the general spectrum of commodities is causing SOlll~ 
comment among the people, but it is n~ither organized nor of present 
significant poJitical importance. 

Although a G7N plane has reported that it was fired upon near Cam Ly 
airpor-: this past weekend: Viet Cong incidents still are minor in both number 
and effect, 'Travel is still unrestricted and all but an estimated one per cent 
of the population is ur..der G'?N control. The intention of reported large 
groupingd 0: ;!C near province borders: however; has not yet been discovered. 

The cost of living rise is the cause of the only verbalized, yet moderate, 
complaint heard here of recent date. Americans don't seem too much the 
target of this except regarding housing prices. Rice is definitely no problem 
now nor is gasoline~ if purchased :::-om Shell dealers. Vegatables still conti­
nue dOVin Route 20 to Saigon. 

Dalat. like many provincial cities, is relatively untouched by the war, 
although the Viet Cong still make their presence felt in the province itself. 
PoteniialJy negating effects such as bombings, terrorism, and growing 
presence of ~:ietnamese and regular Am(;rican troops (to counter Viet Cong 
troopz) have net yet been felt, Thus, the general disposition is to continue 
and pursue the war. The small numbers of R&R American soldiers who have 
begun to come here recent!y find the climate excellent (during the dry season) 
but little else to occupy th;::ir time in sufficient and appropriate fe.cilities. 
There have been SOire difficulties out t11e'le are controlled largely because 
of thdr present sm2.l1 numbers. 

Self HE:lp, ::'i.ural C::mstruction. and the beginning civic action pI'ojects 
are handicapped again by the lack of cement being delivered thr::>ughout the 
month. Public Works is developing a promising plan to extend roads and thus 
populate and secure areas ;)f the province -- 1;) be introduced, it is hoped, 
in the 1935 cndget. The U. S. ST fiT Team seems to be takinz h;)ld again after 
thc recent team exchange. The DamPa;) n-::>spital is moving beds and awaiting 
equipment. Social Service is not as active now as in prior weeks, perhaps 
until the ne\v chief becomes acclimated to his ne:w position. There are now 
only approximately 3,300 people on official refugee rolls. NACO shipped 
fertilizer from the docks of Phan Rang to Dalat. 
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November 30, 1965 

QUANG DUe (15) 

Increased VC harassment, local ethnic squabbles, removal of secu­
rity forces~ additional flow of refuge2s and an intensified program executed 
by VC economic and psychological warfare teams. plus a weak VIS program 
all contributed to a profound weakening of GVN political stability. 

The trend in the security situation in the province is for local po pula -
tion to move where they can be assured of troop security. All land routes 
of transportation were disrupted during the month. A mine planted on Route 8 
killed 8 and wounded 23 ARVN, narrowly missing the new Province Chief. 
An ambush on Route 14 killed 7 and wounded 14 ARVN. Nire civilians were 
killed and 11 wounded by VC mortar fire. VC movements were reported on 
all roads. Forward air controllers observed and plotted the infiltration of 
four separate PAVN battalions along the province infiltration routes. 

A reduction in air cargo traffic: and reduced civilian bus traffic from 
BanMeThuot produced a scarcity of several items on the local market. Price 
stabilization and economic controls continue to be strict ly enforced. An 
unknown tonnage of rice has been lost in the Dau Nghia land development 
complex. This loss resulted from the voluntar.y . evacuation of refugees 
when local security was removed. The center has been retaken but the posi­
tion is tentative. 

The province hospital staff was sorely pressed in the treatment of 
military and civilian battle casualties. MACV medical personnel and the 
USOM Rep and assistants provided emergency treatment and transportation 
for civilian wounded. The JUSPAO Representative has been in the province 
a total of three days since his assignment in October. Although his programs 
are regarded as successful in Province, the VIS program in Quang Duc is 
extremely poor. Psychological exploitation of social gains is lost as a 
result of poor man ;,.-:;ment ana lack of immediate imagination. 

The Province Chief has supported completely the USOM. -CARE pro­
ject .. a Montagnard-Vietnamese high 8chool dormitory. One USOM provided 
International stake body truck was destroyed and two others severely damaged 
in a ve ambush on Route 14. Two civilian drivers were killed. The trucks 
were being used to haul military troops; thus no mercy could be expected of 
the ve. The Pacification Plan for 19S5 is now being staffed and should be 
completed by mid-Dec~mber. An ultra-conservative approach is being taken. 
An expected trend is for peripheral villages to be moved nearer protected 
population centers .. and for PF squads and platoons to be reorganized for 
more combat effectiveness. 
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November 30, 1965 

BINH THUAN (17) 

During the month a perceptible improvement in support of the provin­
cial government 'Nas noted, and showed itself in the attitudes and aspira­
tions of the people in Phu Long village, which is successfully being developed 
under the Rural Construction program. The people are beginnin!; to feel that 
there is a government~ !'It least at the provincial level. .. :.; :.:~;ellib::::nce 

information is coming in. and contacts between government cadre and the 
population are more frequent. Over the past mO::lth the Province Chief has 
travelled mc::-e a.nd is able t) create a good in"lpressiol1 on the people. 

The most siGnHicant aspect Gf the cecurity picture has been the 
movement of VC military elements frvm the three southern districts to the 
four northern districts of the province. This movement will allow the paci­
fication programs in Hai Long: Ham Thuan and Thien Giao districts to be 
more easily implemented and the richeRt land can be brought under govern­
ment control. Conversely .. the VC h .:lOp shift will mean greater difficulty 
for rural development in the four northern districts. 

There has been no significant .shortage of consumer goods. An 
average of 300 MIT of consumer goods enter Binh Thuan throug:-j: the Phan­
Thiet port each day. In addition, about 20 N~/T come into the capital over 
Highway 1 from Saigon, Daily exports average 200 MIT by sea and n01J.e 
by road. 

There has been no notable improvement in the psywar team's personal 
contact with the people. It is still pretty much of an impersonal mass con­
tact using loud speakers ::I.nd pamphlets. In one situation~ the Lam was 
performing in one area of a :lamlet and the people at the other end of the 
hamlet did not know ~f th2 team's presence. 

Wre re security is estabHshed, social and economic programs are 
carried out with participatiofi by both the people and the government. This, 
so far; is the exten: cf popular snpport for -the government by the people 
but it is a trend away from the I:wait and see 'l attitude previously reported. 

The last desper8.te attempt to spend all Rural Construction funds pro­
grammed for 1965 is taking place. About 47% of the budget has been expended. 
In some cases, this on:!.y means that the papers have been signed by the pro­
vince committee. 
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BINH THUAN (cont'd) 

The least effective have been the Montagnard training center and 
fisheries programs. The most effective program under the Rural Construc­
tion budget has been rural elementary education. The Mobile Action Cadre 
and Chieu Hoi services have shown the greatest improvement. The remain­
ing programs, including agricultural hydraulics, animal husbandry, public 
works, and funded self -help and relocation were mediocre in performance 
due to various reasons, including late funding by the central government. 

The contracting security situation which prevailed during the first 
half of the year created many difficulties which have now begun to be corrected. 
It is hoped that the Rural Construction programs will be able to maintain 
this momentum into the CY 1966. 
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Novembel' 3J, 1935 

QUANG TRI (1) 

After a orief "Indian Summer", the reins returned in a fury and so 
did the Viet Congo Fortunately, the government forces h~we thus far been 
able to contain the enemy's counteroffensive, but there are indications that 
small, fresh, well-equipped FA VN units are joining the battered, hungry 
Quang T:ci communists in enough numoers to challenge much of the ~ains 
of the previous months. The initiative is clearly with the other side, and 
it looks like a long hard winter. 

On November 2·~'. Mr. Nguyen Trung Thoai a.ssumed the office of Pro­
vince Chief. He has spent most of his first week <;,uietly studying the files 
and conversing witn aides and advis01s. Mr. Thoaj confided that three times 
he refused this new job because he is not a politician and he believes one 
is needed to run this province. General Tlli' s dog~ed insistance, however, 
finally persuaded him to take the jOb. 

With the sharp rise in Viet Cong activity and the o:::onsequent deteriora­
tion of security, the morale of the people has been noticeably lower. This 
depression is ale:o attributable to a. rash of studpid oombin~ err'ors by frienc~ly 
aircraft ti1is month. One of these was the fourth attao:::k "-jy our planes on the 
sl::",11 community on the south side :>f tne Fen Hai Fiver Bridge in the Demili­
tarized Zone. The people tl1ere 10 the area of government control are loyal 
citizens of the Fepuolic; they are men of good will, but they simply do not 
believe any more that there is eitner intention or ability to protect them from 
constant repe'tition of the same "error". There has been absolutely no 
guidance from tile EII'::JD.1:'SY or from ~1,ACV as to how these people should be 
approached. 'Jile read in the Saigon papers that apologies have been offered 
at the Saigcn level or that an investigation is bein~ conducted, jut nothing 
ever filters down from Sci gun to those of us in the field who work with the 
people every day. Resentment against the Americans, which was surprising­
ly light after the big raid of September 17 in which 21 people were killed, 
has increased considerably even though, "only" one more person was killed 
in the raid of November 13. 

Food prices havt;;! increased a bit t~1.is past month except fO!. fish and 
vegetables, which have become more plentiful and cheaper. This is a busy 
time of the year for farmers who have planted their rice seed beds and their 
vegetables and a.re now readying the paddies for the late December trans­
planting of the principal rice crop. 
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QUANG TRI (1) 

After a orief "Indian Summer". the reins returned in a fu:ry and so 
did the Viet Congo Fortunately. the government forces hEtve thus far been 
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tarized Zone. The people tllere In the area of government control are loyal 
citizens of the Fepuolicj they are men of good will, but they simply do not 
Delieve any more that there is eitner intention or ability to protect them from 
constant repetition of the same II error" . There has been absolutely no 
guidance from file Err.:JD.BSY or from ~/tACV as to how these people should be 
approached. 'N e read in the Saigon papers that apologies have been offered 
at the Saigcn level or that an investi,gation is bein~ conducted, jut nothing 
ever filters dO'.7Il from Saigun to those of us in the field who work with the 
people every day. Resentment against the Am.ericans, which was surprising­
ly light after the big retid of September 17 in which 21 people were killed, 
has increased considerably even though, "only'! one more person was killed 
in the raid of November 13. 

Food prices havt:! increased a bit t~1.is past month except fOi fish and 
vegetables, which have become more plentiful and cheaper. This is a busy 
time of the year for farmers who have planted their rice seed beds and their 
vegetables and are now readying the paddies for the late December trans­
planting of the principal rice crop. 
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QUANG TFI (cont'd) 

Some US01\l. supported pro~rams made good progress during the 
reporting period--specifically, refugee relief, agriculture, and self help, 
Chieu Hoi failed to sustain its impressive successes of the past few months. 
Education continues on the verge of getting started. Public Works will 
probably succeed in getting through the entire year without doing a thing. 
Two excellent gains were made by USOl\f I PHC. The US Navy MILP'HAP 
team arrived during the month and is hard at work "augmenting" the provin­
cial hospital. Over the weekend of November 2\J-21, a USOM plastic surgery 
team visited here and in one [\. he'lf days performed operations on 28 cleft 
lipped children from the countryside. The psycholigical impact of this 
effort has been satisfactorily positive. 
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November 3t·, 1935 

THUA THIEN (2) 

The past six m'Jntns have ;:;een littl~ ov.;rt action on the part of the 
Vi et Cong in Thua Thien Province. Autumn came to the province with 
relative peace and calm ~nd remained so until mid-November. It was a 
different story on the night of November 13 when the VC attacked Nam Hoa 
District Headquarters, about six kilometers from Hue city, with mortars 
and small arms. Before they withdrew with the daylight, the VC lost eight 
KIA (body count). The losses of ARVN were only several wounded. 'In 
November 17 exc€:llent intelligence work pinpointed two North Vii::tnamf;se 
batallions, ident Hied as 6;.;2 and 8':4, in Phong Dien District. Their apparent 
intent was to attack an outpost fort. Contact was established and heavy 
fighting followed for about five days over a considerable area. The [l.ction 
was _unusual in that (l) the VC elected to fight in daylight; (2) the VC rE;:mainE:d 
in ~osed pOSition in daylig~1t, (3) the VC apparently made deliberah; 0.11-
out attempts to destroy tanks and weapons carriers, which they usually avoid. 
The results were 131 VC KIA, (body count) an estimated l'}J bodies carried 
away and 11 captui~ed. ARVN casualties were moderate. The USOM Pro­
vince Representative visited this battleground with BriJadier General Nguyen­
Van-Chuan, 1st Division Commander, and the NACV Division Advisor, wn.:Jn 
their helicopter was diverted from a scheduled gift presentation ceremony 
of US0M commodities to the more urgent business of the battle. The USOlV.:' 
Representative was particularly impressed with the excellent physical condi­
tion of the deceas€:d and captured VC, who appeared to h~.ve been in far better· 
condition than the usual guerrilla bodies and captured seen in other battle 
areas. They Vlere well fed and each carried a substnntial food supply. Their 
equipT::E'nt waG in excellent condition and of high quantity and quality. Vr:, 
telephone wire was strung all over the bnttlefield and five radios were 
captured (which is unusual). together with m.any light and heavy weapons . 
.!!.l!orth Vietnam can continue to send suc!} well-equipped troops in in_creasinl 
numbers they will indeed bE: a force to be reckoned with. 

ARVN and Nf.A.CV Advisors presently have a most successful "c1eClr and 
hold" pacific~tion opE:retion under way in Huong Thuy District. Mter three 
days, this o?eration has resulted in 23 KIA (body count)1 26 WIA., and 38 
suspects with no, r:.peat no friendly casualties reported. The Political Action - .. 
Teams are reported working well with the operationl and the attitude of rural 
population if:: surprisingly friendly and cooperative. 

The past fifteen days have seen the VC moet active against the train 
from Danang to Hu\:;;. They have blown the tracK" six times, and once blew 
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THUA THIEN (2) 

The past six m~ntns have ;:;een littl~ OVert action on the part ~f the 
Vi et Cong in Thua Thien Province. Autumn cam€ to the province with 
relative peace and calm cmd remained so until mid-November. It was a 
different story on the night of November 1S when the VC attacked Nam B:oa 
District Headquarters. about six kilometers from Hue city. with mortai~S 
and small arms. Before they withdrew with the daylight, the VC lost eight 
KIA (body count). The losses of ARVN were only several wounded. -:>n 
November 17 excellent intelligence work pinpointed two No:ttll VietnamE:;se 
batallions, ident ified as 6G2 and 8':4. in Phong Dien District. Their apparent 
intent was to attack an outpost fort. Contact was established and heavy 
fighting followed fer about five days over a considerable aree. The action 
was _unusual in tnat (1) the VC elected to fight in daylight; (2) the VC remained 
in ~osed position in daylig~'lt, (3) the VC appart::ntly made deliveratG 0.11-
out attempts to destroy tanks and w;;:apons carriers, which they usually avoid. 
The results were 131 VC KIA. (body count) an estimated 1'}:) bodies carried 
away and 11 c[!.ptured. AEVN casu[!.lties were moderate. The USOM Pro­
vince Representative visited this battleground with Brig[!.dier General N6Uyen­
Van-Chuan, 1st Division Commander, nnc1 the TV:.ACV Division Advisor, whan 
their helicopter was divertt::d from a scheduled gift presentation ceremony 
of USQM commodities to the more urgent business of the battle. The US01\[ 
R~presentative was particularly impressed with the excellent physical condi­
tion of the deceased [!.nd captured VC, who [!.ppeared to have been in far better· 
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areas. They were well fed and each carried a substnntial food supply. Their 
equip~€'nt wa:.:.: in excellent condition c.nd of high qucmtity and quality. VS 
telephone w"ire was strung all over the battlefield and five radios were 
captured (which is unusual). together with many light and heavy weapons. 
!..!.Earth Vietnam can continue to send SUCll wdl-equipped troops in in_creasinl 
numbers they will indeed be a force to be reckoned with. 

ARVN and NIACV Advisors presently have a most successful "cleC!r and 
hold" pacific[!.tion operetion under way in Huong Thuy District. After three 
days, this o;>eration has resulted in 23 KIA (body count), 26 WlA, and 38 
suspects with no, r:.:peat no friendly casualties reported. The Political Action 
Teams are reported" working well with the operation, and the attitude of rural 
population is surprisingly friendly and cooperative. 

The past fifteen days have seen the VC most active against the train 
from Danang to Hue. They have blown the tracK'1 six tim~s, I:md once blew 

..... I 



• 

THUA THIEN (cont'd) Pnge 2 

the engine off the tracks. killing two operators. but the train continues to 
ooerate and has never remo.ined out of ooeration for more than twelve hours . . 
On November 12 the VC attempted two unsuccessful roo.d blocks ~n Highway 1 
oetween Danang and Hue. Small incidents of kidnappings. grenades. snipers. 
etc .• have considera~ly increased in the T'urr!l areas during November. 

For reasons whic~1 have caused much speculation and are difficult to 
reconcile. Hue city remains free of acts of violence on the part of the VC, 
Political activity in Hue during November has been at a standstill. The 
Catholic and Buddhist students at Hue University stand on unusual common 
ground in that both grou?s are bitterly vocal. dong with the entire popUlation, 
against the current inflation and apparent lack of the GVN to cope with it. 
Buddhist students appear to be somewhat more disgrunted ove!" what t..'1ey 
term "military dictatorship", lack of democratic elective process on a na­
tional level. and th.; US role and paaition in Vietnam. It is reported th e 
weekly Hue student newspaper (Sinh Vien Hue) is not currently being published. 
Comment on this by students is so far being strangely hushed. W'.nile the 
students are presently quiet it cannotoe expected they will remain so for 
any extended period of time. They have a most popular (or unpopular) issue 
with inflation and unless there is deceleration and lowerin J of prices they can 
well use this as a whipping boy to cause General Ky's Government serious 
problems. 

Both the Province Chief, Lt. Col Phan- Van-Khon. and the 1st Division 
Commander, Brigadier General Nguyen Van Chunn, appear to i.Je very highly 
qualified and effective officers. They are from Hue, appear to have the 
genuine interest of the rural people nt heart, and hpve a political touch with 
the civilian, which is rc.re with a hardened soldier. They have both stated 
it is their desire and policy to give thE:: US effort more publicity and recogni­
tion, particularly with the rural people, t.:> whom the VC have so 1::m3 been 
lying about the intent of the "American capitalists to roo and enslave the 
people of Vietnam". General Chunn and Province Chief Khoa are on every 
possible ()ccasion favorably identifying P.{A CV advisors and USOM officers 
wit:'} most or all Vietnamese ~fficial eff;)rts. These officers form an cx~ellent 
team and it is believed their dedicded W::J rk and guidance will slDvl gO::Jd 
results in the 1st Divisi0n provinces. 

There was one small flare-up of a political nature in a c~~ct~ cii:::trict 
in N~vember between two factions of the VNQDD in a sort of localized village 
p~wer struggle. The Province Chief immediately flew by helicopter to the 
district, g:lt the parties t::Jgether, anG had tilem at least momentarily recon­
cile their differences. H~ is indeed 0. military man of action with a rare 
diplomatiC touch. 
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TriUA THIEN (conti d) Fage 3 

Inflation that was felt in Saigon several months ago is now making 
serious impact on the rural areas of Thua Thien and Hue city. There is 
bitter vocal comment against the GVN on every quarter over inflation. Cost 
of living has risen generally across the board by an estimated 3'.)% to 43% 
during the past six montils, while the cost of some imported articles (e. g. 1 

condensed milk) are reported up as much as 75% to 100% and are scarce or 
unobtainable on the market at any price. Civil servants, teachers and mili­
tary people with fixed incomes have been hardest hit and it is with consider­
able bitterness that they point out the current economic status of . cyclo 
drivers, snack bar girls and othel'Swho c:..re riding hi~h on the wings of infla­
tion, while they, who carry the important function of government. suffer. 

Rice is available at the government control price of 'lN$1J. 96 per kilo 
but there is complaint L1at the twelve kilos per month allotcd does not fill 
the requirements of a workin~ adult. First grade rice is now VN$14 per kilo 
on the open mari<et as against VN$l~ in January of 1965. 

The fisn supply has suffered since the curfew closed the coast from 
8 pm. to 5 a. m. I t;lereby causing the ?:lice to rise while the supply has dimi­
nished. Since January 1985. the cost of fish has risen from VN$45 to VN$70 
per kilo. 

The price of common (coolie) labor has risen to about VN$hL per day 
for hire by Americans anQ VN$6: to VN$75 for Vietnamese. With the draft 

and· imnigration to cities of cyclo drivers, etc. I common laborers are becomin.;; 
more difficult to find an~ are subject to price bargaining. 

Transport fr')ffi Danang port has been moving on the Highway but thE: 
VC appear to De concentrating on disrupting the railway, which would cause 
further economic pressure. 

l':ew curfew regulations went into effect this month :1.ffecting all water 
fraffic in Thua Thien Province. Curfew hours are from 2'):j'~ llrs to Jb_"::; hI'S. 
No fishing or movement is permitted on waters during the;~e hours except 
two kilometers or more off shore. The curfew applies to 2.~ kilometers off 
shore. 

Leaflet and loudspeak:er operations continued with s~tisfying results 
snowing an increase of ralliers over last month. Financial assistance was 
rendered by the JUSFAO E.epresentative for the local printing of 15~, :':;::J 
leaflets and lJ'3. 0:'J medicine envelopes. One of the leaflets described ar 
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TSUA THIEN (cont'd) Page 4 

local recent VC atrocity. Immediate action in getting it printad and distributed 
will make a solid impact. TIle nona vail ability of NV funds to the Sector S-5 
during this pedod would otherwise have seriously affected leaflet operations. 
A program is being initiated to forecast leaflet needs and corresponding orders 
placed at the Danang printing facility. Th~ majority of propaganda incidents 

by the VC as reported were predominantly anti -American# as contrasted to a 
mixture of themes during October. The Book-IV:obile unit of JUSPAO has been 
active in visitinj high schools throughout t:le Province and in distributing 
books to schools. The USIS library is active and popular and November saw 
about 16# -JOO persons visit the cultural center library. Film loan and project­
ors have long wciting lists for available equipment. 
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QULNG NAlV: (3) 

Major General Thi h~s been most active in Quan'J Nam, as has Colonel 
Yeu, the Qu;mg-Narr~ Special Sector (;ommnnder. Brig. General Nguyen-Duc­
Thc.ng, n<i::wly appointed Minist€! of R.ural t.:onstruction, visited the ,rovince 
on November 4 and 5 in connection with Operation Ngu-Hanh-Son, which 
commenced November- 3 in five villages of Hoa- Yang district. This is a 
deliberate, well-planned erfort to pacify nirle villages within the US:W:C TAOF, 
in Hoa-Vang South from Da-Nang. The first phase will continue in five 
villages west of "Highway 1, followed by a focus of efforts on the area east 
of Highway 1. Coordinated operations by US/GVN elements have been 
effective to date. USOlV: support is provided through thE:; Deputy Province 
Chief for Security, Major Giai. To date, USCr\[ has been responsive to his 
requests and seeks areas of support to improve the operation. Much poli­
tical importance is attached to the Hoa- Yang operation. Provided the opera­
tion is n genuine success, GVN officials will be heartened and similar operC'.­
tions will continue in Quang-Nam. Therefore, it is most essential that all 
necessary US support and G VN support Oe provided in order to ensure success 
of Ngu-Hanh-Son in Hoa-Vang district. 

General Thi has emphasized his desire to promote appreciation of 
American assistance by inviting :rv:':r. Marcus Gordon, the USOM F.egion I 
Director, JUSPAO Repi~esentatives and USON: Provincial Representative to 
numerous dedications and ceremonies during which US aid has been ,given 
its full share of credit. 

GVN officials report that the p..nti-GVN demonstrations held in all 
nine districts on November 8 and 9 were organized by the Viet Cong, with 
the usual protests against artillery and bombing. the call-up of young men 
for duty with RVNP. F, and inflation. GVN reported that PF ane the police 
handled the crowds with restraint, even in ~ue-Son, where 3, Ji)" demons­
trated. In some districts the VC forced the demonstrations by herding the 
people into the district towns, using rifle fire to keep them movin;. 

Viet Cong strength is accepted as bein! nearly 5,9,':, with the addi­
tion during Novem~el'" of battdions reported moving into southern Quang-Nam 
from Quang-Tin. It is believed thd especially within the are~ south of the 
USMC TAOF-, VC units are moving in populated areas with more freedom 
and do not rely so heavily on the western portion of the sector for 2..ssembly. 
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QUANG N.P...N (conti d) 

There is also evi.dence of incre~sed VC activity witllin tnt: T/.07; witm~ss 
the attacks on Da-Nang East air facility on October 28. Five incidents 
on November 14-1.5 near Thanh-Quit on Highway 1. operations taree kilo­
meters west of Highway 1 on November l&-d near the Dien-Ban Hoa-Veng 
boundary. and a company attack on an FF platoon one kilometer from Hoi-An 
on November 2::: o(;monstrated the continuing ability of the VC to ~ttack P.t 
will. Tbe majority of VC initiated incidEm~s were h2.rnssing activities thrOUGh­
out the province. :ncluding activity within the Mcxine Tl\.OF. An of the ~egi;]­
ning of November._ the G-2 of Qrang-Nam ~p~c?_a!. Se::::tor reported t~1e follow­
ing concerning VC I G VJ.'! control 01 the 115 Villages in '~'~a11g-Nem: 

vc Control - ,(3 

vc Influence - 27 
VC Overt government - S; 
vc Covert government 2a 

GVN Centrol 
GV~~ Infi'lence 

- 36 
s 

No target d~te c~ be established ior comple:kn o£ ope:'aticn Ngu<ialli~-Son. 
Its success is largely dependent upon effective ~);: ':i.' 2.n0 cadre operations 
behind the M~rine security ano the takeover of seccll'ity by Fopular Forces, 
which as of November 2,~ had not been recruited. 

The in:eraction of a continuing inflationary trend end nsmg wages in 
Danang. Hoi -An. and diatrict towns combineG to put the sc;.ueeze on the farmers 
and other rllral people. They do not enjoy increc..sec w2.Jes unleSS working 
away ~rom their homes, but just pay high.::r prices. 

The US:)M F_epresenta-l:ive. havi::lg been in y:covil1ce for a short time 
only. is uns.ware of an significant change i:;. th~ psychological situation .. 
except in the Hoa- Yang oper~:~ionaJ. 2.rec.., where influence of' ccntim~ed secu­
rity ia causing some informdion on VC to be voluntecreil. 

USOM-f'upported pr'ograms shC";! over2.H progress; wi:th the acceptance 
or dedication of various self hslp projsct8 o r-efnge(;; cAn~erGJ hamlet Dchools, 
wells, bridges and the delivery of comm::>dUies to numerons ~.ocations 2.nd 
projects. Some s",f)acks ret2.X'd progrE.ss. For example, for v. brief period 
there were refugees from refugee cen~ers as the flood of November 22-23 hit 
refugee centers near H0i-An. 'I'hE.: Provinc0 Chief evacuated l,:~:: pers0ns 
b higher gr.::>und in Hoi-An. Support of us:::av IQuang Nam Jy Begion lane! 
USOM Saigon appeara to be excellent. 

QUANG N/ ... N. (cont'd) 

There is also evidence of incre~sed VC activity witt-Jin t.ae TP.07; witm::ss 
the attacks on Da-Nang East ~ir facility on October 28. Five incidents 
on November 14-15 near Thanh-Quit on Highway 1. operations tiue;;:: kilo­
meters west of Highw2.y 1 on November 16<9 ne2.r- the Dien-Ban Hon-Ve.ng 
boundary. and a company B.ttnck on an F'F platoon one kilometer from Hoi-An 
on November 2::: (:lcmonstrated the cont5.nuing ability of the VC to attack 2.t 
will. The majority of VC initiated inciden'~s v,'crE: h2.rnEsing nctivities through­
out the province. :.ncluding activity within the Mnrine T.~OF. 1'...8 of the ~egb­
ning of Novem~er, the G-2 of Qt'ang-Nam ~p0C?a}. Se~tor reported t~1e follow­
ing concerning VC I G VI'] conirol of the 115 vl.llagee in C;:'~al1g- Nnm: 

VC Control 
VC Infl~ence 

- ~S 

- 27 
VC Overt government - s: 
VC CovE:rt governmei1t 2<; 

GVN Centrol 
GV~'J Inf1>lence 

- 36 
s 

No target dnte ern be established lor corr:.pk!:kn o£ ope:'aticn l'~ gu -:-Ialli"l-Son. 
Its success is largely dependent upon effective 21: ':i.' 2.110 cadre operntions 
behind the M~rine security anCi. the takeover of secul'ity by Popular Forces, 
which as of Nove:::nber 2,' 11nd r..ot been recruited. 

The in:eraction of a continuing inflationary trend and rlsmg wnges in 
Danang. Hoi -An, and district towns combinE:3 to put the sc;.ueeze on the farm.ers 
and other r..:tral peoplE:. They do not enjoy incrensed wZ.Jes unless working 
away ~rom their homes, but just pny hight:r prices. 

The US8M F.epresenta:l:ive. havi::lg been in province for a short time 
only, is um.i.ware 01 an significant chenge if"' .. th~ psychological situation: 
except in the Hoa- Yang opera:::ionaJ. 2.rea, where influen~e of contim'.ed secu­
rity i.:; causing some inform2.tion on 7C to be volllnteereri. 

USOM-pu~ported pr·ograL.'lS shc·,-.: overaH progres"3; w;.th the acceptance 
or dedication of various self h'31p projsctl::, refnget: ct::n~E:r!3, [lamlet schools, 
wells, bridges and the delivery of comm::>dtties to numerou.s )ocations and 
projects. Some s;;fJacks reta~~d progress. For example, for a brief period 
there were refugees from refugee cen~ers as the flood of ~ovember 22-23 hit 
refugee cer..ters near H0i-An. '.fh0 Province Chief evacuated 1.:~C: pers0ns 
b higher gr.:::mnd in Hoi-An. Support::>f US::)1\! IQuang Nan:. '::Jy Pegion I anc~ 
USOM Saigon appear::; to be excellent. 



November 3~', 1965 

CITY OF DANANG (3A) 

Tranquility nrevailed in the City of Danang during the entire reporting 
period, with no demonstrations or the like taking place. The Mayor, Colonel 
Nguyen Van Thien, assicl; . s~y maintained his contacts and c.:>ntinued to make 
frequent public appearances, \',hich ran the gaIf1ut from the opening of a new 
Hamlet Information Center to a dinner ~1e hosted for the team of athh:tes who 
so capably represented Danang in recent tournf..ments. In every instance ., 
he insisted Ofl being accom.panied hy the US OM ftepresentative. Some slight 
unrest is surfacing in the refugee camps as a result of the delays in building 
the three new relocation centers. 

Ther'e are political overt;) •. .:::,:: to the po rt expansion program of the 
US Navy Support Activity(NSA) in Danang. In order to accelerate the unloading 
of military cargo, NSA is in effect becoming a third stevedoring company in 
the Port of Danang. Tl1e two existing stevedoring firms have been unable to 
cope with the tremendous iner ease in tonnage resulting from the build -up of 
American r.:lilitary forces in the area. NSA will install modern dock facilities 
and equally modern cargo-handling techniques, leaving behind a most valuable 
asset following the cessation of hostilitie3. 

The success of this endeavor will in large part depend upon the degree 
and quality of cooPeration received from the Dock Workers' Union. At NSA's 
request, USOM/Danang helped arrange a meetins, chaired by the Wayor and 
attended by representatives of the Port Authority, union, stevedoring com.­
panies, Ministry of Labor, NSA and USOM, at which time NSA generally 
made known its plans and needs. In additicn to pledging full cooperation, the 
union agreed that 25% of all "gangs" supplied to NSA world be rt:cruited from 
among refugees. bher':;.nt In NSA's approach to the situation is recognition 
of t!1e need to lea'.T€ bei1ind so~md labor relations practices as well as the 
physical plar.:f:. AJ so undel'S1:ooci is the desirabilit~r of developing and strengthen 

: democratic !ns:i":utions. s-,lch 8,S trade unions. 

Several meetings between ~~r1e principals have since taken place, the 
union has made certain proposals, and collective bargaining is going on. The 
program has the wholehearted support of the GVN. both locally and in Saigon. 

Buddhist-Cat:'1o lic relaticns contbued to be quiet; assuming a conti­
nuance of t:1e cu:-:-rent dtuation. no ch2.n~e is anticipat.ed in the forthcoming 
months. 

November 3~'. 1965 

CITY OF DANANG (3A) 

Tranquility nrevailed jn the City of Danang during tile entire reporting 
period. with no demonstrations or the like taking place. The N:ayor. Colonel 
Nguyen Van Thien, assiri; . s:y maintained his contacts and c0ntinued to make 
frequent public appearances, which ran the ga:wut from the opening of a new 
Hamlet Information Center to a dinner he hosted for the team of athh,tes who 
so capably represented Danang in recent tournaments. In every instance -~ 

he insisted or1 being accom.panied 1:1y the USOM ftepresentative. Some slight 
unrest is surfacing jn the refugee camps as a result of the delays in building 
the three new relocation centers. 

There arE: political overt;;:"-.'=8 to the po rt expansion program of the 
US NavY Support Activity(NSA) in Danang. In order to accelerate the unloading 
of military cargo, NSA is in effect beeoming a third stevedorin~ company in 
the Port of Danang. T~1e two existing stevedoring firms have been unable to 
cope with the tremendous increase in tonnage resulting from the build-up of 
American r..:tiUtary forces in the area. NSA will install modern dock facilities 
and equally modern cargo-harldling techniques, leaving behind a most ve,luable 
asset following the cessation of hostilities. 

The success of this endeavor will in large part depend upon the degree 
and quality of cooperation received from the Dock V!orkers' Union. At NSA's 
request. USOM/Danang helped arrange a meetin.;. chaired by the Uayor and 
attended by representatives o! the Port Authority, union, stevedoring com.­
panies, Ministry of Labor) NSA and USOM, at which time NSA generally 
made known its plans and needs. In addition to pledging full cooperation. the 
union agreed that 25% of all "gangs" supplied to NSf!. wodd be recruited from 
among refugees. bhersnt in NSA's approach to the situation is recognition 
pf t11.e need to leave oel1ind so~md labor relations practices as well as the 
physical plart. A]so undel'stooci is the d0sirabilit~r of developing and strengthen 

; democratic :mr::i''::utio!1S, s;'lch as trade unions. 

Several meetin gs between "Che principals hu ve since taken place. the 
union has made certain proposals, and collective bargaiJ'lJng is going on. The 
program has the wholehearted support of the GVN, both locally and in Saigon. 

Buddhist-Cat!'lo lie relations contbued to be quiet; assuming a conti­
nuance of t:1e cu::rent situation, no ch2.n~e is anticipated in the forthcoming 
months. 
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DANANG CITY (cont' d) PaJE; 2 

The incidents 2.t Ll.e US l\[arinc· P..L.-· 2asc at :Canang East at the 
beginning of this reporting p0riod, althouG.i1 o~yon.:f.he city limits .. created 
an air of uneasineas from £1(; political as well as the security point of view. 
However, as the month progressed withoat further inciden~:., tllere was a 
gradual return to no:nnajity. No deviation in anticipai;ed: again assumin:; 
the continuation of current ccnditiclDs. 

The aforemei.1tio:led attacks on Dc-.nang };ast, plus the explosion of mines 
on the road to Hoi- An; all occu.rred Qutsid.:::: the c5.ty limits, and as previously 
noted: there were no inciderrts w!-!:lJ5.u +h,= city. The pos.sibility of future isolated 
attacks shou1. d Hot., however: lle o"erlooked, The fact that no U. S. military 
personnel have been aut:1vriz cd Jj beriy in thE; city £0':" the past month indicates 
anticipation of VC acHvity in the area: if not o.n the city. 

Prices of consumer items remained faidy stec-.dy during the month" 
with lower prices noted in secone. quality rice (12$VN - -down 3$VN) and 
cigarettes, Ruby Queen brand (:L.)$VN p.:::r carton--down 50$VN). Price 
increases were noted ~or sugar {4S$VN/kilo -- up 4$VN) and beer, 33 brand 
(470$VN/24 oo:tle case -- up l·J$VN). 

BuP 'ing commodities such as cement, gravel; crushed rock and 
lumber continued to be in short supply and generally commanded premium 
prices. 

Black markL1in~ of MPC was prc-.ctically :lon -existent during November 
due to various factors, not the least of winch was necuri:lg of liberty for all 
military personnel since Octcber 3~, Thi.s was extended to the crews of all 
American flag freig~!ters, which in turn lassened the trafficking in US currency. 
The current black ma\:'ket rate for dollars (not MFC) is approximately 18:/11 

a clear indication of t:leir s~arcity, e.ccording to miHtary spokemen. 

NeVI regulatlo!'s concernirt; the issuance of US postal money orders 
at APOs are e~.::pect.s d to re:C!.love the principal mear:s by which black marketers 
have been able to convert tho::€' :7unds to do1]art{, !n the past l they have 
persuaded a few mnitary persCJnnd to pu;:-ci1ase dollar orders for them; these 
of course arc negotia0le. Under tIw new system. purc~lasers of money orders 
must first fill out an e.pplication; citatjnJ the amount l t~le name of the recipient: 
and the nam.:;; ranI,: ami serj2.l ~ur'lber uf the pl'l chaser. This information is 
then entered on t~le money oreer at "the tim", of i::;suance: with the application 
placed on file. Additiore.lly; no O!1e may purchase money orders for larger 
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DANANG CITY (cont' <:1) 

Toe incidents £!.t t:1E US l\(arinc· P..iL 3asc at I:'anang East at the 
beginning of this reporting pl::riod. altll0uiE.i.1 b~yon: r.he city limits,. created 
an air of uneasiness from Lle political as well as the security point of view. 
However, as the month progressed without further incidenJ

:.1 tllere was a 
gradual return to no:trnaJity. No deviation is anticipat.ed: again assumin; 
the continuation of current conditions. 

The aforemei1tio:H:~d attacks on D£!.nang East, plus the explosion of mines 
on the road to Hoi-An; all occurred outside the c;.ty limits, and as previously 
noted: there were no inci.deIrts w:tl;~.n +b? city. The possibility of future isolated 
attacks shou'!. d not" l1owev\:!r: "0'.: ° ,,'erlookecl, The iact that no U. S. military 
personnel haye been authurized hberty in the dty f.or the past month indicates 
antiCipation of VC activity in the area,_ if not .'.n the city. 

Prices of consumer items remained faidy ste2.dy during the month# 
with lower prices noted in secone quality rice (12$VN - -down 3$VN) and 
cigarettes: Ruby Queen brand (2..:J$VN p;;:r carton--down 5IJ$VN). Price 
increases were noted zor sugar [~G$VN/ki1o -- up 4$VN) and beer, 33 brand 
(470$VN/24 bo:tle case -- up l):;>VN). 

BuP 'ing commodities such as cement, gravel; crushed rock and 
lumber continued to be in short supply and generally commanded premium 
prices. 

Black markdini of MPC was pr2.ctically :lon -existent during November 
due to various facto ra, not the least of Winch was Decl.lri:1.g of liberty for all 
military personnel since October 3J. Thts was extended to the crews of all 
American flag freig~1ters. which in turn l~sDened the trafficking in US currency. 
The current black mat'ket rate for dollars (not M:FC) is approximately 18:/1, 
a clear indication of t~1eir s(!arcity. 2.ccording to militar:i spokemen. 

New regulatlors concernill,' the issuance of US postal money orders 
at APOs arc e;.::pect.: d to reJ.!lOve the principal mear;s by which black marketers 
have been able to convert tho:::;e :?unds to do}}ar[~, :(11 the past, they have 
persuaded a few military pe rsonn\'!l to ptL:"cbase dollar orders for them; these 
of course arc negotia"ble. Under tIw new system. purc~lasers of money orders 
must first fill out an C'.pplicatiorl; .::::taVnJ the amourt. t~le name of the recipient. 
and the nam.:;; ranI'.: and. sedEl ~lH'.lber 0f the p1.'.l chaser. This information is 
then entered on t~le monGY oreer at the tim"'- of issuance: with the application 
placed on file. Additiorally; no one may purchase money orders for larger 
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DANANG, CITY (cont' d) Page 3 

amount;of MPC than he receives r(;;1Uhlrly on pay day_ Enforcement offi­
cials~ both J'ullerican and Vietnamese, are optimistic that this, plus addi­
tional facilities at whic'<l military personnel can legally convert MPC to 
piasters, will greatly reduce illegal trnnsactions titer the restriction on 
liberty is lifted. Current MPC to piaster black market rate, according to 
military sources, is 8:} /1, Wil1ch in itself would appear to be a deterrent. 
This exchange rate is at odds witll thRt secured by otiler Americans in con­
trolled-test purchases ns recently as November 25, when the average was 
100/1. 

Payme.ut during this reporting period of almost 41 million piasters 
for indemnification of t~'le 815 families relocated due to the expansion of th\;; 

. Danang Air Base has greatly improved t!le morale of those concerned. To 
date, 61 .. 806, 859$VN of the 84 million appropriated for that purpose have 
been paid. The balance will he disbursed early in December_ 

The Community lielations Council, comprised of representatives of 
the City of Danang, all American and AFVN military elements, JUSPAO and 
USOM, continues to function well. Chaired by the Mayorl the Council meets 
an average of twice .a month and provides an opportunity for all elements to 
air their complaints openly and frankly and .. more importantly, to rectify 
the causes, Incidents involving US personnel and the Vietnamese population 
still take place, but the number of them has been greatly reduced. Part of 
the reduction in November is of course due to the fact that US military person­
nel have been allowed in town on officiel business only. 

An increase in the number of traffic accidents involving US personnel 
is causing concern,. Joint motorized patrols, with an American and ARVN MP .. 
plus a National Policeman in each vihic1e., are cracking down on all traffic 
violators. 

The future of the FY' 65 Rural Construction progrem at the moment 
appears to be bleak. A combination of factors, not the least of which has 
been the recurrent, interminable delays in Saigon in approving projects, must 
share the responsibility. By the time authority to exceed the unrealistic fixed 
limitation of 5J, )OQ$VN for Bamlet Schools wasl for instance, finally received, 
the monsoon season had set in. Compounding that problem is the reluctance 
of area contractors to take on such "sma1l11 jobs. They prefer to work on US 
military projects or for American firms as sub-contractors, where the con­
tracts are larger ane. more lucrative. There are others who are simply fully 
booked for some time to come. 
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amoun\;of MPC than he; receives rt;JUlc.rly on p2.y day. Enforcement offi­
cials/ both funerican and Vietnamese, are optimistic that this, plus addi­
tional facilities 2.t whicLl military personnel C2.n legally convert MPC to 
piasters, will greatly reduce illegal transactions after the restriction on 
liberty is lifted. Current MPC to piaster black market rate, according to 
military sources, is 8,} /1, w~lich in itself would appear to be a deterrent. 
This exchange rate is at odds witll thC'..t secured by otiler Americans in con­
trolled-test purchases as recently as November 25, when the average was 
100/1. 

Paymeut during this reporting period of almost 41 million piasters 
for indemnification of t~'1e 015 families relocated due to the expansion of the 

. Danang Air Base has greatly improved ele morale of those concerned. To 
date, 61,806, 869$VN of the 64 million appropriated for that purpose have 
been paid. The balance will be disbursed early in December. 

The Community lielations Council, comprised of representatives of 
the City of Danang, all American and AFVN military elements, JUSPAO and 
USOM, continues to function well. Chaired by the Mayor .. the Council meets 
an average of twice .2. month and provides an opportunity for all elements to 
air their complaints openly and frankly and, more importantly, to rectify 
the causes, Incidents involving US personnel and the Vietnamese population 
still take place, but the number of them has been greatly reduced. Part of 
the reduction in November is of course due to the fact that US military person­
nel have been allowed in town on offici2.1 business only. 

An increase in the number of traffic accidents involving US personnel 
is causing concern.. Joint motorized patrols, with an American and ARVN MP, 
plus a National Policeman in each vihicle .. are crc.cking down on all traffic 
violators. 

The future of the FY' 65 Rural Construction program at the moment 
appears to be bleak. A combination of factors, not the least of which has 
been the recurrent .. interminable delays in Saigon in approving projects, must 
share the responsibility. By the time authority to exceed the unrealistic fixed 
limitation of 5J, )OJ$VN for Hamlet Schools was .. for instance, finally received, 
the monsoon season had set in. Compounding that problem is the reluctance 
of area contractors to take on such "smaUII jobs. They prefer to work on US 
military projects or for American firms as sub-contractors, where the con­
tracts are larger ane:. more lucrative. There are others who are simply fully 
booked for some time to come. 
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On the brignter sid~, the pig-corn program finally began to move 
with the release of 225, J00$VN by NACO for the construction of pig' sties, 
in support of which 1, 5J:) bags of cement were contributed, The labor housing 
projed is also progressing satisfactorily; during the month, 4, 5ea bags of 
cement and 2,348 sheets of fibre -cement roofing were released for this activity. 

The long-dormant Self-Help program was dealt a further blow as 
75J, JOO$VN of the 1 .. 58;}, GJO$VN appropriated for that purpose was transferred 
to the Hamlet School account to meet the increasa1corstruction costs of that 
program. A number of unfunded Self-Help projects were nonetheless approved 
during the month and various commodities supplied in support of them. In 
this respect, i~ should be noted thnt the Danang City record on S;..lf-Help 
appears to be more dismal than actually is. :Curing the first ten months of 
the year l Inany projects for which commodities were provided were incorrectly 
reported as Provincial Development when in fact they were unfunded Self-Help 
projects. That error is rectified beginning with this report. 

During the monel1 one bla.'lk2t each was distributed to the 9aS families 
in four refugee camps withi:!1 the city, They c::mtinued to receive subsistence 
payments --- 93; 640$VN in November. The number of refugees increased by 
213 this month; 'now totalling 5,466. An additional five to six thousand more 
are estimated to be in the city, "uncontrolled" 2.nQ fending for themselves. 

Discussions wer(; held on the pl'oposeo. GVN FY'Sa Rural Construction 
Budget during the final week of the reporting period. Substantial increases 
over FY' 65 allocations will be requested in Self Help.. Agriculture, Education, 
and Public Works. Tne total proposed budget is in excess of 64 rnillion piasters 
as opposed to the 56 million piasters suggested by Saigon.. so something will 
l1ave to give. However, unless the "approval machinery: I in Saigon is substan­
tially simplified and made more responsive to the needs of the provinces, it 
will all have been anot~ler futile exercise. 
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On the brighter sid~, the pig-corn program finally began to move 
with the release of 225, .JOQ$VN by NACO for the construction of pig sties, 
in support of which 1, 5JS bags of cement were contributed, The labor housing 
projc~t is also progressing satisfactorily; during the month, 4, 5ea bags of 
cement and 2, 348 sheets of fibre -cement roofing were released for this activity. 

The long-dormant Self-Help program was dealt a further blow as 
75;), }OO$VN of the lr 580, GOO$VN appropriated for that purpose was transferred 
to the Hamlet School account to meet the increasedcorstruction costs of that 
program. A number of unfunded Self-Help projects were nonetheless approved 
during the month and various commodities supplied in support of them. In 
this respect, L; should be noted that the Danang City record on S~lf-Help 
appears to be more dismal than actually is. :Curing the first ten months of 
the year, many projects for which commodities were provided were incorrectly 
reported as Provincial Development when in fact they were unfunded Self-Help 
projects. That error is rectified beginning with this report. 

During the monel1 one bla..'1k2t each was distributed to the 988 families 
in four refugee camps withi!l the city. They c::mtinued to receive subsistence 
payments --- 93J 64C$VN in November. The number of refugees increased by 
213 this month.:lnow tot2..lling 5,466. An additional five to six thousand more 
are estimated to be in tho city: "uncontrolled" 2.n(1 fending for themselves. 

Discussions wer\J held on the propOSeQ GVN FY'Sa Rural Construction 
Budget during the final week of the reporting period. Substantial increases 
over FY' 65 allocations will be requested in Self Help.. Agriculture, Education, 
and Public Works. Tl1e total proposed budget is in excess of 64 r.nillion piasters 
as opposed to the 56 million piasters suggested by Saigon.. so sometHing will 
l1ave to give. However, unless the "approval machinery: I in Saigon is substan­
tially simplified and made more responsive to the needs of the provinces, it 
will all have been anot;'''1er futile exercise. 
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Nov~mb\.;:r 3J, 1965 

QULNG TIN (4) 

November w:'..s ::'. month ·:>f loc!:'l demonstrations. A smo.ll d~monstra.­
tion took place around Tha.nh Binh District H(;a.dquGlrt~rs on November S. 
People came in from surrounding rural ar.;;as with l.:;tters imploring their 
relatives in Thang Binh t:> return to VC controlled t(;rritory. N:> known 
injuries occurred. 

On November g, another df:monstrdion t.:>ok place at Tha.ng Binh 
(twenty fivt:: kilometers north of TnmKy on r-Fghway 1), but this one was much 
larger. totalling some I, ~: pe:>ple, th.::: lar :rest nurnb\::r massed br Q 

demonstration yet in C::,uang Tin (previouG !3roups averaged c.round 2~)O). I~lso, 

this mob was made up primarily of younger men and wom ":"'>Tl. Then.; were 
the usunl complaints a~:>ut bombs a.nd artillery, plus one new slogan, 

I'A mericans Go HaIlE II. VC snipers a.t the rGar kept th e Jroup fr:>m dis­
banding when they were confr·onted by PF. When some of the demonstrabrs 
tried to grab PF weap::ms, .:me civilian wns killed and five wounded before 
the dem:mstration was finnlly broken up. 

Two smaller d2m::mstratbns with nJ injuries took place th~ same dny 
in areas, near Than] Binh. Tw:> :Jther small demonstrations occurred in 
other parts of th.:; pr'Jvince ab:>ut the s['.me; time, ::me in TamKy district, 
the other in Ly Tin (Shu La.i) District. 

The VC hnv<:: be;;:n mOi~e active in this areGl this past month. On 
November 17, the VC attack.:.;d a PAT platoon spending the night at the recent­
ly secured village :>f Ky My. In a nieht ·Jf fierce fighting. six PAT members 
were killed, and ei~ht were wounded by m:>rt<lrs or weapons fire. An addi­
tional bur PAT were wounded the snm0 dny in a clash with VC near TamKy 
airstrip. 

On NovembGr 18, the district bwn ..:>f fIiep Duc was overrun. Extensive 
numJers of GVN tro:>ps were dr:>pped in the area (by Marine ch·Jppels), but 
the VC held the district ht::adquarters for tw.) days bebre fading bc.c!:: into 
the jungle. No accurate casualty count is yet available alth:>ugll Cot this time, 
ab~)Ut 15;) t.:> 2::0 GVN tr.::lJps ::>r ::>fficinls are d0ad or missin,;, while ab::>ut 
5J VC b:>dh:s and 1]::': We2.p0nS h~ve been bund so fCor. A total :>f 5::' tJ 6:; 
civilians were w.:mndedJr killed in this actiJn. either by the VC ..:>r by air 
strikes. 

General Thi has announcE:::d that Hiep Duc will be abc.ndoned. Approxi­
mately this m::mt:'1, but the ma,:;nitud(;; of VC activiti~s has definitely been 

..... I 

• 
Nov(;mb>.;:r 3';, 1965 

QUi: NG TIN (4) 

November w:'..s C'. month ·'Jf locr-l d8mon8trations. A smnll demonstra­
tion took place around Thanh Binh District Hc:adquart~rs on November S. 
People came in from surrounding rural ar~1:..S with ldters imploring their 
relatives in Thang Einh t::> return to VC controlled t(:;rritory. N"J known 
injuries occurred. 

On November 9. a.nother demonstrdion t·')ok place at Thang Einh 
(twenty five kilometers north of TnmKy::>n H5.ghway 1). but tr...:is one was much 
larger, t.::>t1:..lling some 1, j:)C: pe'Jple, the Inr .Jest numb\::r massed for n 
demonstration yet in G.uang Tin (previouG groups averaged around 2,)0). Also, 
this mob was made up primarily of younger men and womi::;.'r}. Then..: were 
the usual complnints a!:>'Jut bombs and artillery, plus one new .slogan, 

"A mericans Go HaIre". VC snipers at the r(:2.r kept th e Jroup fr')m dis­
banding when they were confronted by PF. When s.::>me "Jf the demonstrat.::>rs 
tried to grab PF weap:::ms, one civilian was killed and five w0unded before 
the demonstrati::m was finally broken up. 

Two smaller d;;:m::>nstrations with n::> injuries took place th2 same day 
in areas. near Th2.i1J Binh. Tw') :::>ther small demonstrations occurred in 
other parts of th.;:; pr'::>vince ab'Jut the so..mz.; time, ::>ne in TamKy district. 
the ::>ther in Ly Tin (Shu Lai) District. 

The VC hav\:::: been rnOi~e active in this area this past month. On 
November 17. the VC attacked 2. PAT plntoon spending the night at the recent­
ly secured village ')f Ky My. In a night ·::>f fierce fighting, six PAT members 
were killed, and ei!:rht were wounded by mortars or weapons fin;. An addi­
tional bur PAT were wounded the sam\;; day in a clash with VC near TamKy 
drstrip. 

On NovembGr 18. the district town of r-Hep Duc was overrun. Extensive 
numJers of GVN tro'Jps were dr'Jpped ii1 the: area (by Marine ch.::>pper s), but 
the VC held the district headquarters for two days bebre fading back into 
the jungle. No accurate casudty count is yet c.vailable alth::mgh c.t this time. 
about 15;) to 2::0 GVN trJops ::>r ::>fficials are d<.::ad or missin;. while nb:.::>ut 
5) VC b'Jdh;s and l.}C weapons hr-ve been bund S0 fc.r. A tJtnl :>f 5:, 1:> 6: 
civilians were w·ounded Jr killed in this actiJn, either by the VC or by air 
strikes. 

General Thi has c.nnounce:d thc.t Hiep Duc will be aband0ned. Approxi­
mutely this m::>nt:"1, but the mc.:;nitudc of VC activities has definitGly bet:n 
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stepped up. A. mininJ just Jne kiIJmcter Jff the r .)ncl. t) the T2.mYy air­
pJrt tOJk the lives ,)f three Vidna.mese and wounded Jnc In N:)Vemter 19. 
There was no specific VC acti.)n within Ta.mKy prJper this m.:mtn. 

Prices c.:mtinued t·J incren.s(; slightly. NJ. 1 rice (25% br)kcn) is n.)w 
a.t 14VN$ per kib; nu)c mn.m (1 litre) in sellinJ iJl' 25VN$. Ln. :?ue b;';cI 
continues n.t 3JVN$. F)ur hundred t.)nE )f ricl;; n.rrived in prJvince ::luring 
NJvember b be s.)ld tl"r,Jugh auth Jrizec: :Icelers; SJ the supply is 2.dequ2.te 
at this tim~. 

FrJm all Jutwc..rcl a.ppear.?nc.:;s busine:s8 is !))Jming in TamKy despite 
transport2.tiJn difficulti.:::s. N.) maj.Jr st.)res have cl)sed. a.nd n. few new 
restaurants. plus:me new J2.S stntiJn. ha.v"" been JpenIJd. StJrcf: seem tJ 
be well stocked. 

There hnve been n) significa.nt wage changes. nnd wit.i1 g1\:: nt;w influx 
·Jf refugees frJm Hiep Due. th.:;re is littl.:.: !1)pe th2.t there will bl;;! any increase 
in low level wages. 

Novemberi. 19:35 wns d<.;clnr<.;d n nnti )n:ll 'bo1id2.Y in celebr2.tbn .)f 
the )verthr')w Jf the Diem r(,;;~ime. Quan5! Tin displayed en')rm.)us civilic>.n 
volunteers frJm pr'Jvincid wJrkers, civilian reserve fJrces. hcal yJuth 
.)reanizatiJns and a splendid military display )f fJrce Jf jet circraft, smcll 
aircraft, mnny weapJns, artillery, arm.)red v2hicles, etc. 

Onl:))kers fr Jm r(;ID.)te ha.mlets,:1istricts, nnd TamKy numberej 
cbse t.) 8,::00. whJ cheered enthusiasticnlly ::::.s encn gr.)up 'Jf pnrajers 
pnssed by the reviewing str.nd. Generul Lam was the reviewing ·Jfficer and 
presented medals fn vnbr and credit t.) bJth military anc~ civilian prJvin­
cinl Jfficers. A. c.)mpany ·Jf the 5th Regiment was hJnJred with specinl 
cec·Jratbns by PrJvince Chief Mn.j;Jr N~hiCl. Tne GVN ')f Quang Tin gained 
much gr)und with this excellent pn.rC'.de an::l recepti.::m. 

MEDCAP te:ams are: functi )ning well, visiting hamlets on a Jaily 
basis. lVI)re c.)rpsm~n are bein~ trnine;::' at this time. 

The m'):Jd :)f TnmKy has been camp(;:;nc.::l somewhat this m :mth aut it 
is hard tJ tell whether itl s just the weat1.1l:r Jr whether it was the hiep Duc 
affair which has s')mbere·~~ the t.)wnspe.::ple. 
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stepped up. A minin,s just )nE: kibmd8r Jff the r.)nci tJ the T2.mKy air­
pJrt tOJk the lives .Jf thrE:e Vietnemese and w.Junclcd Jne ::m NJvemcer 19. 
There was n.J specific VC ncti.::m within TnmKy pr)per this m::mtn. 

Prices c:mtinued tJ increns(; slightly. N.).l riCE; (25% brJktn) is nvW 
et 14VN$ per kib; nuvc mnm (1 litrE:) in sellin;:; hI' 25VN$. Ln :?ue b~e:.: 
continues at 3JVN$. F:mr hundred t.)nE .)f ri:;t;: 2.rrived in pr.)vince during 
N.)vember tv be svld tt:r.)ugh autinrizec: d..:eler-s; S) the supply is 2.dequ2.te 
et this timt. 

Fr.)m all Jutw!:':,rd nppear~nc(;s busine:ss is o).)ming in TamKy despite 
transport2.ti.)n difficulti2s. Nv mnj,Jr st.)res haVe cbs ed, end a few new 
restaurnnts, plus:me new Jas st2.tiJn, h~v~ been Jpl£:lle:d. St.)res seem t.) 
be well stocked. 

There have been n) signific::mt wage:: changeS, and with t~le new influx 
,.)f refugees frJm Hiep Duc:, there is litH(; !Dpe that there will b0 any incrense 
in low level wagE:s. 

NovembE:rl, 1935 w['s d<.;clar<.:d n nati )nnl 'boliday in cE:lebr['tiJn Jf 
the ::>verthr')w Jf the Diem re~ime. Quan:~ Tin displayed t:nJrm.Jus civilian 
volunte:ers frJm pr':JVincid wJrkers, civilian reserve fJrces, bcal yJuth 
.)reanizatbns anj a splendid military display )f fJrct: :)f jet circraft, smt'll 
aircraft, many weap .. ms, artillery, arm.)reJ vehicles, etc. 

OnbJkers fr.Jm r0m.)te hnmlets, ::listricts, and TamKy numbered 
close tv 8, }OO. wh::; cheered enthusiasticdly 2.S e:acn gr:mp ·)f parajers 
passed by the reviewing st1'.nd. General Lam was the reviewing <)fficer and 
presented medals fJr vnbr and credit t.J bJth military anc~ civilian pr)vin­
cial Jfficers. A c.)mpnny ,)f the 5th Regim(;nt was h:mJreJ with special 
decJratbns by PrJvince Chief Mnj;)r Nghin. The GVN :>f Quang Tin gained 
much grJund with tlus excellent parade an-:l receptLm. 

MEDCAP te:ams art: fundi )ning well. visiting hamlets on a Jaily 
basis. IV! )re cJrpsm~n are bein} trnine;:~ at this time. 

The rn.JJd :)f TamKy has b<::en camp(;;n<::.::l somewhat this m:mth !Jut it 
is hard t..) tell whether itl s just the weat1.1~r Jr whether it wns the Eiep Duc 
affair which has svmberG·~' the t::Jwnspe.:::ple. 
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There have been n~) significant chang~s in Ilctual pr .)gram, ~Jut 

s~veral new pr)cedures have been intr;)duce::l in tlH~ US~lV- jffic€ whic!! 
gives us bjth better c )ntr0l)ver c'.)iTImxlities and a bett~r plo.tfJrm fr::>m 
which USOM can interject ideas int:J pr:Jvince thinkin·s. This is s;)mething 
that has been greatly lacking in the pr:Jvir..cli::, anJ we will c.)mment further 
as their succesS:Jr failure bec·:Jmes clearE:r. 

In N)vember 1985, the Chili::f ;)f S';cial VJelfuH: selecte:: U cJmmitt(;;€: 
fr:Jm the TamKy businessmen, lab:Jr unLm. 2.nd charity assJcictbns t) 
determine h:JW t;»)rgcnizG a feeding pr:::>gram br the p·)jr pe.Jple and lab.Jrers 
in TamKy bt!cause Jf the high Cjst of f »j bcany. 

On N.)v<:!mber 24, 1955 at TamKy, the' P.)pular' mass rl:;;staurant was 
f )rmally )pened t.J the pJ0r peJplli::. C.Jst,:;f .)nl:;; melll is 1JVN$ c.)mpar ed 
tJ 3JVN$ in TamKy proper. The restaurllnt is situated acr.)ss fr.Jm the bus 
and cycb statbn. USOM pr)vided twenty gall::ms Jf cj:)king .Jil, twenty bals 
A rice and ten bags :A bulgur f:>r the Jpening day in sUpp.Jrt )f tnE great event. 

On NJvember 25, all pr:)Vincial )ffices in To.mKy were ebsed in ,Jrder 
that all employees c.Jul::.1 prlrticip[l.te in the crash buidling ;)f quarters f.)r 
the 2, :)03 refugees expecteJ bere as D. result . .Jf the Hiep Duc Jpero.tbn. Bam­
b.J') was purChaSl:2 with pr)vincial funes anl c)ntriouti.:ms c')llectej in Tam­
Ky. USOM r J:Jfinj" salad Jil, blankets, ane. bulgur is being distributee. 
This drain will scrbusly d(;pl~te USOl\f. st:)cks in t:1is pr)vinc<:!. If an:.;t!1er 
LST bad )f g)x:s were sent immediately, w~ w:)uld then be able t.:: meet the 
next crisis. 
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There have been n:) significant changes in actu:::~1 pr .)gram, ~Jut 

several new pr')cedures have been intrJduce::1 in the US:)I\!' :>ffice which 
gives us b"th better c )ntr0l)ver c'.)inmxlities and a bett(;r plo.tfJrm fr.Jm 
which USOM can interject ideas intJ pr:)Vince thinkin·s. This is s:'lmething 
that has been greatly lacking in the prJviLce. and we will c:>mment further 
as their success ':>r failure bec·:'lmes clearE:r. 

In N)vember 1965. the Chief Jf S';cial Vlielfo.n: selecte::' 0. c )mmittee 
fr.::>m the TamKy businessmen. labor unbn. and charity assJcic.tbns t;) 
determine h:>w b:Jrgo.nizc 0. feedine pr:>gram f.)r the p)'.::>r peJple and lab.Jrers 
in TamKy bl.::cause Jf the high c.)st .Jf f.}')j bcally. 

On N.)vember 24. 1955 at TamKy. the I P"pular' mass r(;;staurant was 
f Jrma11y Jpened t.J the pJor pCJple. c.Jst .:JfJne meal is 1JVN$ cJmpar e1 
tJ 3JVN$ in TamKy proper. The restaurant is situated acr.)ss fr,.)m the bus 
and cyclJ statbn. USOM prJvided tWtmty galbns ')f c').)king .Jil. twenty baj's 
.Jf rice c.nd ten baa-s )f bulgur br the Jpenine day in supp::n"t Jf the great event. 

On N'.)vember 25. all pr.Jvincial )fficcs in To.mKy were ebsed in .)rder 
that 0.11 empbyees c.)ul:.l participnte in the crash buidling of quarters fJr 
the 2, ')03 refugees expecteJ here as a result . .Jf the Hiep Duc :Jperatbn. Bam­
b.).) was purchast::::: with pr Jvincid funes and cJntrioutbns c:)l1ectej in Tam­
Ky. USOM r x)finJ .. snlad Jil, blankets. nne. bulgur is being' distributee. 
This drain will sorbusly deplete USOIV~ stJcks in t:lis pr Jvinc(;:. If anJti1er 
LST bad )f e;Jx:s were sent immediatdy. w..: w.)uld then be Doble t:: meet the 
next crisis. 
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J)urin~ tlle bttl.:r 98.rt ,)f t::-.~ :TI .. mt.-l t:~lC prYrincE: "t)n.cificatiJn an~ 
r-asettlcml;;;nt pr)grc.m,. ":~cturn tJ t!1C:: N2tivt.; Villagl:" we-s serbusly threat­
ened by strJng VC attecks. Syi.TI-':: 1~. J~:: L, 15 •. JC rescttll)d )Y returnee 
pers:Jns flet!. temf))r~r-i1y fr)rn fring\;; c:.re<..'.s tJ th )B~ ,.:.jeeper inside GVN 
c:mtr)l. T!1e GVN-USG ripJstc.; wn.s n)tably d:il';;ctiv(;; em':, ID)st )f tn(;sc 
pe )ple Imvi;; returne(! 11)me again. '1'1'1.::; VC are still nUn1cr::lUS n.n.~ p:;w\;;:r­
ful anc. w..:;; n.nticipate c ~ntinuine str,:me eff )Iots t) destr -w tn.\.; "l-;eturn b the 
Village Carnprugn". w):lich has alro['.cy laid the gr )undw Jrk fn s,;lving ha.lf 
Jf the refug\:!e pr::>blem by rl:turning 5~i. G~~ rdugc\:!s tJ their hJme villa.ges. 
VIe hreve nJt oeen nble to furnish much recJnstructbn SUpPJrt tilUS far, 
which c)ulJ result in eventual failure of the program due to lnck of support. 
'Fe note thnt this is the most successful pncification/ resettlement program. 
effected in Vietnam in recent times - - and one of the few lw_ving any real 
success. The Prov Rep therefore urges more massive and rapid exploita­
tion of this breakthrough -- especia.lly since it was m~ster-minded and 
effected almost entirely by Vietnamese initiative. 

The province continues to sE:ek to encourage resettlement and return to 
homes in li'oerated ar-e!:!.s by ensuring thd GVN - USG support then; is at lenst 
comparable to that nccorded to refugees. 

At Duc-Hci. most of th\.; populntion fled over to GVN pr'otected areas 
when the VC attncked two weeks ago. This. d~spite n long residence under 
VC control cnd only a orief period under GVN control and rec~nstruction. 
In the se.m& area, of two hundred prisoners who h~d 0een VC only seVE::!n did 
not flE;e to the GVN side for protection when Uw VC attacked. 

No signs of anti-1-~merican trends were observed for the I'eporting 
period. 

Five; dist:dcts c~n be r(;::'..chc:J only by air £!.nJ neitl".2r province nor 
US ON..: have any inciependent airlift capa0ility. Consequently province receives 
ina.c~Gquate information f~..)m districts cm-.:;. tI12 -::istricts recE:ive little ~idance 
except by radio from provinc(:;. cme; negligible m!:!.terid sup!J~rt. V~'lat cir 
transport can be scrounged is infrequent, unscheduled, nn(~ minime1. P)·:.di­
tiona.lly there more lowland provinc.;:s are cut off from time to time by 
surface, when floods or VC sa00tage ~~estroy oridges o:c blocks ronGs. iJ.Cf)­
quate direction. guL:lance anJ sUppDrt for the district and lower echelons of 
administration will be un!:!.ttainnble until morG ac1equate transport of officin-Is 
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Burin] tll(: lD.ttl.;r ~;lrt ,){ t;.-.; :TI)nt.il t;'lC pr.J'rincE; pc.cificc.tiJn an,~; 
r~sett1\:mi;:;!nt pr)gr2.In, ":':~,cturn t) t:l(;; N::tiv'..; Villagl:" weB serbusly threat­
ened by str)ne VC n.ttn.cks. S_iiTIc 1~, }J.: L, 15., JC resetth.:d ,)Y'returnee 
pers:)ns fle(j temp )rc:.rily fr)m fring;;; 2.1"e<..'.8 t) tn)sc ,,:h::~per inside GVN 
c;)ntr)l. T:1e GVN-USG ripJst(: wes n)i:ably ",ffbCtivE; nUt: m)st )f ti.l(;Sc 
pe )ple hnv\;; returne(~ hJme again. 'fh0 VC are still numer)us c.n,' P:;WI;;;T­
ful f'.nc. WoE; cnticipatl;;; c ~ntinui.ne str)Ile eff n1;s t) destr jY tlll: "};eturn t) the 
VillalIe Campaign", wi.'lich has alre['.~y laid the gr,mndw)rk fn s,::;lving half 
)f thc refugt;e pr:)blem by rl:turning 5~i. GO: rdueees tJ their hJffie villageS. 
We h<:;,ve nJt Deen nble to furnish much rec)nstructi)n SUpPJrt thus far. 
which C:iUl:J result in eventual failure of the program due to lnck of support. 
'T'e note thnt this is the most successful pncification/ resettlement program 
effected in Vietnam in recent times - - and one of the few ht:'.ving any renl 
success. The Prov Rep therefore urges more mnssive and rapid exploita­
tion of this breckthrough - - especially since it was m;-ste;r-minded and 
effected almost entirely by Vietnamese initictive. 

The province continues to seek to encourage resettlement and return to 
homes in li'oerated C'.r'en.s by ensuring th2t GVN-USG support there is at least 
compnrcble to that nccorded to refugees. 

At Duc-Hcl. most of thl: populction fled over to GVt-! protected areas 
when the VC 2.ttucked two weeks e.g-o. This, despite a long residence under 
VC cOi1trol end only a brief period under GVN control and rec::mstruction. 
In the S2.me area, of two hundn::d prisoners who hc:'"d aeen VC only seven did 
not flee to the GVN sid;;; for protection when nw VC attacked. 

No signs of anti -J-~rnerican trends were observed for the I'eporting 
period. 

Five dist:dcts cC'.n be ri:;~ch(jd only by cir end neitl'.8r province nor 
USOM hn.ve any independent airlift capa:::.ility. Consequently provinCe receives 
inac~(;qunte informr,tion fZ0m districts n.n-i ti12 ,:'!istricts receive little guidance 
except by radio froffi province, o.n~ negligible mcterkl sUP!J01t. Vn.'1ut air 
transport can !Je scrounged is infrequent, unscheduled, an(~ minimal. A <,di -
tionally there more lowland provinc2s are cut off from time to time by 
surface. when floods or VC saootc.ge ~i\;;stroy bridges ':JT' blocks roac.:s. j1.ca­
quote direction, guidance nnl support for the district an(.~ lower echdons of 
administration will be unattainable until mOT(;, adequate transport of officials 
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an:l materinl is arrc:mge:..::. As an int~ri!D rr.~o.sur~~ the Err.bassy r~·;)ri;;St;;n­
tative has recently provL:0J consiJerabl0 pcrsonnd rir tro.nsport to isolnteJ 
districts - - most of whom do not see an official from province for montilS 
on encl. AccorJingly ,-~istrict officials t<:;nJ to 0e uninfo{,In(;:;:! ane.; incffl.::ctive. 

F~egul~r visits, couple~ with th<:; arrivD..l of t'h.-: MILPHI:P Te2.7.C_, 
anc1 co-operation of ~/i.J:.-:;V Civil Affcirs Team anj MLCV Sector~ Division 
and District Medics has resulted in a vastly irD.prove,.: o.n:-l v;;;ry p:;.~omising 
health and medical situation in the province. ::ontinuing action is nee'::e 1 to 
spur results in severd arl;)as: construction of me"::icD.l war(,;hous\.:;, o.n:: 
construction of a"::Jitional wards to care for- t~le overflow. 

More PHD :::..ctivity is needej in province in th(; rural health fiel:::, 
particularly dong the lines of extendej visits and work at th(:: district an:! the 
village levds insteaC: of the current policy of frequent lighting visits, which 
seems to haVe serve~: its purpose. TDY work here of at lec.st n week's ':::ura­
tion eon !1 rep0titi v\:: bc.sis s(;;ems 0. promising first step in increo.sin ~ the 
effectiv<i::ness of thE: Rural Health S~rvicG. 
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en:l materinl is nrrnngc.:"':'. As en int0:rirr:~ ~;,;o.sur.;:. the Err:on.ssy rc·prE;sen­
tative has recently provL;(;;j consiJernok pc:rsonnd tir transport to isolateJ 
districts - - most of whom clo not see an official from provincl: for mont'-IS 
on end. AccorJingly ,,~istrict officials tGnJ to IJe uninfo.cmt:d nne.: inefi(;;ctive. 

Hegulr-..r visits, coupled with thE; 2.rrivt'..l of ttl'; MILPHI:.P T(;2.i:".L, 
ane; co-operation of ~E.J:.::'V Civil Affr-irs Team anj MLCV Sector. Division 
and District Medics hns resulted in c. v['..stly irDprove,_t n.n:-l v<.;ry p:;.~omising 
health and medical situation in tne provinc€:. ::'ontinuing action is nee':;'E: 1 to 
spur results in sever£'..l nr";:;ls: construction of me"::icnl war0hous.::. anc~ 

construction of £'..-1.:litional wards to care for- t~le overflow. 

More PHD :.ctivity is neede:l in provinCe in the: rural health fid:::, 
particularly dong the linE:s of €:xtendeJ visits an:::l work at th(; district an:! the 
villag€: levels insten.L: of the current policy of fr(:;quent lighting visits. which 
seems to h£'..vc s(:;rve~l its purposE:. TDY work here of at lec.st n w0ek's Gur-e­
tioD ;:)!1 a repditivc bn.sis Sf;;ems a promising first step in increo.sin~ t11€ 
effectiveness of th€: Rural Henlth Service. 


