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Leonard ~rd, Acting Assistant Director for Rural Affairs 

Concept, Principle, and ProJrBm of New Rural Life Hamlets 
"Ap 'l'an-Stnh" 

Attaebed for your info:rmaUon is a..'l unofficial translation of 
a coomunique si$lled by Prime Minister N3\lyen .. :tIgoc-Tbo (Enclosure 1) 
and the Basic Briefing Document (Enclosure 2) which. ray 
be of interest to you. 
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Republic of Vietnam 
Prime Minister Office 

No. 12 TTP /TSNT 

KIN FROM: 

TO: 

UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATIOn 

Saigon January 23rd, 1964 

- The Prime Minister of Republic of Vietnam 

- Tbe ~.tajor General prefect of Saigon 
- All Province Chiefs (except Con-Son) 
- Mayors 
- Commanders of Corps I, II, III and IV 
- ComMander of Saigon Special Sector 
- CGrnmanders of Tactical Sector_ 

ll, 12, 21, 22, 23, 31, 32, 41 and 42 . 
.. Commanders of Binh-l.em and Phuoe-BiDh­

ThaDh SpeCial Seetora. 

SUl3J1I'.CT: Cencept, Principle and Program of Bev-Rural 
Life Hamlets. 

REFERImCE: OffiCial telegram No. 1040 TTP /2/f.f dated 
lbe. 6, 1963 of the Prime Minister Office. 

Foll.c'Jll1Dg to the referenced telegram, ve vould like to sulDit to you the 
besic brief'1Il8 docum~nt on the progl~am of New Rural Lite H.a.mleta. 

You are requested to promote this document to cadres at all levea to carry 
out the construction and conaolidation of New Rural Life Hamleta. 

To complete the organization of Hamlet. Militia and Administrative Committees 
for Nev Rural Life Hamlets, there vill be a deeree of t.he ~t1n1stry of Interior. 

Copies to: !,iajor Gttaerai, Chai~tan of the 
MBC fer information. 

Prime f·tinlster 

Nguyen-Ngoe-Tho 
(signed and sealed) 



KIN -

I. NAMB 

ZncloGurc rio. 2 
Pa"'e 1 R 

UNOmCIAL TRANSLATION 

BASIC BRIEFma DOCUl·~IT 

OF THE NRW RURAL LIFE RAMLEr PROGRAM 

Tbe D.8IIIII! ''Nev Rural Life Ha:mlet" will replaee the DaM 
"Strategic Haalet." to be in consonance with the Revolutionary' 
Policy. (In Vietnamese it is called: Ap Tan-Bl~, 1. e.: N~") 

II. OPINIONS ON 1m( RURAL LIFE HAMI.!:r 

- An ATS is a limited-boundary ccmrnmity. 

- P1l ATS has material and. 80C 1al charaeterlstics such as: 
houses, gardena, schools, dispensaries, defensive organs etc. 
HcMtver, a spiritual eharaeter1Atic 1s needed: the entire NRLH (AIrs) 
residents Bbould be ac::tive in the fight against CCBDtUnists 80 as 
to protect common properties and aecuri.ty. 

To have this spiritual characteriatics, the hamlet lifets 
activItIes should aim a.t raising the people' standard of living 
and avoiding any axeessive contributions or troubles. 

Whenever this spirItual characteristic becomes firm, the 
material and social characteristics will be effective and the NRLH 
will have a real value. 

- The ATS program is one of many means to contribute to the 
pacification of the country. 

This program aims at helping farmers to have the following: 

- l-tea:u to organize tl)e defensive system; to form rural 8.l'IIled­
cadre and provide foad for them in order to keep h8lll.et aecurity 
and order. 

- Means to torm hamlet executive committees and provide foad for 
them in order to operate regulaf'~ any hamlet taak. 

- Ji'ael11t1ea frJr forution and providiq food for fa.rMr8 t eadrea 
tor aoeio-econOllica, culture and taeilitiea for equal develop­
ment" 

......... 
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III. Prlllelplea 

31) &'phaslze (luaHty more tha.n quantity 

32) Respect loeal eustoms. 

33) Avoid excessive eontrlhutlons 

34) Apply the authentic decocl'acy (al1O\t," people to shape opinion. 
in f!s.en plan and progranl of tne ~~am.l.et) 

35) Avoid relocation--tr.e more the htttter--and when in dire 
need of re10~ation, the proDle~ of land, farming~ communi­
cation system and vat~r supply for the people should be 
studied. 

36) Ml1ul th~ St~a'Lr.:·gi~ .Bloc1: (k11OM) WG..£"d (Fhuor..g) and Quarter. 
(khu) 

IV. Objectives: 

41) Phase I: Construction 

411. ObJeetivft8: "SeeUl"~ty" 

a) Defenae ayatem 
b) Clasa1fieati.n and census 
c) Organization of people group. 
d) Organization of cOIAbat youth (.election, training, 

and a.rming) 
e) Set reaponsibility tor keeping seeu:"ity and order 
f) Radio eommun1eation installation (g\~antee the 

communication for reinforcement for New Rural Life 
Hamlet. (ATS) 

g) Organization of intel1~enee in .. iie and outside 
of the hamlet. 

412 _ ObJective 2. "Civil Affaira" 

a) E.leet Hamlet Executive CGmIlittee 
b) Expedite the establishment of health, educational 

SJJd social organiza.tion •• 

(Whenever the two objeetlves "security" a:ad "ei",11 
a.1'faira u are attained in t.he Nev Rural Lite Haalet, 
it vl11 be conSidered coapleted.) 

42. Phaae II 

Econo.ie, cultural, eoeial developmenta, etc •.• (long terma) 
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g?JEctive J Uproductionft 

a) Take a census 01' resources, draw plana tar iucreu ing 
yields and developiD.3 more production (agriculture t 
fishery, animal husbandry I and handicraft PI'03J'IUU J 

b) Establiah a plan for develop:gent action (roads, bridges, 
canals ~ dams I sewage ~ vells, etc.) 

c) Create suitable tradin3 facilit1es (Farmers Asaociation, 
Cooperatives) tor tractors, vater !)WIIp6, brick mak.tD.3, 
011 pressin3, manioc production, etc.) 

d) Reconstruct hamlets 

Vo Realization: 

51. StreDu~ben the existing "Bev Rural Lifen hamlets progressively 
fran secure to less secure areas I and fran the populous to the 
sparsely-populated re6ions. 

This strenztheninl should aim at: 

5U) 

~~ 
514) 
515) 

516) 

Consolidatinz militia structure 
Acoocpliahin3 a ml1itia selt-support proJram 
Providing facilities for maint&iniDb defense systems 
ConsolidatlDJ Nev Rural Lite Hamlet Councils 
Belpill3 to train rural cadres tor Agriculture, Health, 
Education 
Furnishing the farmers fUll facilities tor economic, 
cultural, and social developllent. 

52. 2,aaplete bamlets under construct~. 

As soon as the bsmlet-buildil16 phase is finished, econCllic, 
cultural, and social develop::1Ent m.ust be prcmoted. 

53. Bulld a number of new hamlets: 

As may be required to ccaplete the P'!rfJDeter of ham.let ccaplexes. 

54. Consider ~danina certain bamlets which are isolated and are 
unllkely to develop into viable cClDlllUnities. 


